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Pusiic Law 601, 79TH ConGreEss 


The legislation under which the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities operates is Public Law 601, 79th Congress [1946]; 60 Stat. 
812, which provides: 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of 
America in Congress assembled, * * * 


PART 2—RULES OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Rute X 


SEC. 121. STANDING COMMITTEES 


* * * * 
17. Committee on Un-American Activities, to consist of nine Members. 
Rute XI 


POWERS AND DUTIES OF COMMITTEES 


* * * * * 


(q) (1) Committee on Un-American Activities. 

(A) Un-American activities. 

(2) The Committee on Un-American Activities, as a whole or by subcom- 
mittee, is authorized to make from time to time investigations of (i) the extent, 
character, and objects of un-American propaganda activities in the United States, 
(ii) the diffusion within the United States of subversive and un-American propa- 
ganda that is instigated from foreign countries or of a domestic origin and attacks 
the principle of the form of government as guaranteed by our Constitution, and 
(iii) all other questions in relation thereto that would aid Congress in any necessary 
remedial legislation. 

The Committee on Un-American Activities shall report to the House (or to the 
Clerk of the House if the House is not in session) the results of any such investi- 
gation, together with such recommendations as it deems advisable. 

For the purpose of any such investigation, the Committee on Un-American 
Activities, or any subcommittee thereof, is authorized to sit and act at such 
times and places within the United States, whether or not the House is sitting, 
has recessed, or has adjourned, to hold such hearings, to require the attendance 
of such witnesses and the production of such books, papers, and documents, and 
to take such testimony, as it deems necessary. Subpenas may be issued under 
the signature of the chairman of the committee or any subcommittee, or by any 
member designated by any such chairman, and may be served by any person 
designated by any such chairman or member. 


* * * * * 
Rute XII 
LEGISLATIVE OVERSIGHT BY STANDING COMMITTEES 


Src. 136. To assist the Congress in appraising the administration of the laws 
and in developing such amendments or related legislation as it may deem neces- 
sary, each standing committee of the Senate and the House of Representatives 
shall exercise continuous watchfulness of the execution by the administrative 
agencies concerned of any laws, the subject matter of which is within the juris- 
diction of such committee; and, for that purpose, shall study all pertinent reports 
and data submitted to the Congress by the agencies in the executive branch of 
the Government. 
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RULES ADOPTED BY THE 86TH CONGRESS 


House Resolution 7, January 7, 1959 
* 


Rute X 
STANDING COMMITTEES 


1. There shall be elected by the House, at the commencement of each Congress, 


(q) Committee on Un-American Activities, to consist of nine Members. 
* ~ * * 


Rute XI 


POWERS AND DUTIES OF COMMITTEES 
* * * * * 


18. Committee on Un-American Activities. 

(a) Un-American activities. 

(b) The Committee on Un-American Activities, as a whole or by subcom- 
mittee, is authorized to make from time to time investigations of (1) the extent, 
character, and objects of un-American propazanda activities in the United States, 
(2) the diffusion within the United States of subversive and un-American propa- 
ganda that is insticated from foreign countries or of a domestic origin and attacks 
the principle of the form of government as guaranteed by our Constitution, and 
(8) all other questions in relation thereto that would aid Congress in any necessary 
remedial legislation. 

The Committee on Un-American Activities shall report to the House (or to the 
Clerk of the House if the House is not in session) the results of any such investi- 
gation, together with such recommendations as it deems advisable. 

For the purpose of any such investigation, the Committee on Un-American 
Activities, or any subcommittee thereof, is authorized to sit and act at such 
times and places within the United States, whether or not the House is sitting, 
has recessed, or has adjourned, to hold such hearings, to require the attendance 
of such witnesses and the production of such books, papers, and documents, and 
to take such testimony, as it deems necessary. Subpenas may be issued under 
the signature of the chairman of the comrnittee or any subcommittee, or by any 
member designated by any such chairman, and may be served by any person 
designated by any such chairman or member. 

* * * * * 

26. To assist the House in appraising the administration of the laws and in 
developing such amendments or related legislation as it may deem necessary, 
each standing committee of the House shall exercise continuous watchfulness of 
the execution by the adininistrative agencies concerned of any laws, the subject 
matter of which is within the jurisdiction of such committee; and, for that pur- 
pose, shall study all pertinent reports and data submitted to the House by the 
agencies in the executive branch of the Government. 
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SYNOPSIS 


Current operations of the Communist Party in Northern Cali- 
fornia—in terms of tactics, leaders, and techniques to avoid detec- 
tion—were the focus of committee hearings held in San Francisco, 
May 12-14, 1960. 

xtensive evidence of party actions on the national level was also 
received as party documents were put into the record tracing the 
activities of Northern California Communist leaders up to their 
roles at the Communist Party 17th National Convention in New York 
City, December 10-13, 1959. 

A total of 46 witnesses testified before the committee in its first 
hearing in the area since the party, in 1957, reorganized and elevated 
its Northern California membership into a “district”—separate and 
distinct from the Southern California party apparatus. 

Karl Prussion, who left the Communist Party in August 1959, 
after 26 years’ membership, testified that Communists sought to ful- 
fill “prerequisities” for the overthrow of the American form of gov- 
ernment by “the infiltration of social, economic, and political organi- 
zations” in this country. By the process of infiltration, Mr. Prussion 
stated, Communists hope not only to gain leadership in the organ- 
izations but also to arouse in non-Communists hatred against big busi- 
ness and against the Government. 

A former dedicated Communist who later became an informant 
within the party for the Federal Bureau of Investigation, Mr. 
Prussion described, from his own experience in party cells in the Los 
Altos, Mountain View, and Palo Alto communities, how Communists 
have concentrated on infiltrating non-Communist, community-level 

oups. The witness said the Communists in his cell joined a “splen- 
did” local civic organization dedicated “to the principles of our Amer- 
ican way of life” and managed to make an impact on its policies. 
Specific Communist attempts to exert influence from within parent- 
teacher associations and political organizations were also described by 
the witness. 

Communists were directed to ditch the party-controlled political 
organization, the Independent Progressive Party, after the 1952 elec- 
tions and to become active in the Democratic Party, Mr. Prussion 
stated. He named a number of Communists who became active in the 
California Democratic Clubs in the Palo Alto and Stanford areas as 
a result of this shift in party policy. Ed Ross, Los Altos salesman 
whose principal party assignment was activity in local Democratic 
Clubs according to Mr. Prussion, appeared as a witness before the 
committee but invoked his constitutional privilege against self-in- 
crimination in response to questions dealing with party affiliation. 
Another witness called during the hearings was William Reich, of 
Oakland, who also invoked the fifth amendment when asked if he 
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made his Communist Party affiliation known to the 8th Congressional 
District Democratic Council, which he served as corresponding 
secretary. 

The aforementioned Ed Ross was also closely questioned by the 
committee regarding his contacts as a ball-bearing salesman with 

lants in missile and allied industries. Mr. Prussion had testified that 
Mr. Ross boasted to fellow Communist cell members on one occasion 
that he knew when and where missiles were fired, as well as the types 
of missiles and the direction of firing. Mr. Ross refused to aflirm 
or deny Mr. Prussion’s testimony. 

Efforts to recruit non-Communist supporters for party policy and 
activities through front organizations created by the party were illus- 
trated by the activities of the Palo Alto Peace Club. Set up by the 
party in 1949, this Communist front still uses “peace as a means 
of disarming, pacifying, and placating the citizenry of a nation,” 
Mr. Prussion testified. Its official organ, Zhe Flashlight, serves 
as the “megaphone of the voice from the Kremlin,” the witness 
declared. 

Doris Dawson, identified by Mr. Prussion as a fellow Communist 
cell member and one-time president of the Palo Alto Peace Club, 
was called as a witness before the committee but invoked her constitu- 
tional privilege against self-incrimination in response to various com- 
mittee questions, including that of whether she had been a paid 
functionary of the Communist Party. 

Communist documents distzibated to delegates to the party’s 17th 
National Convention were introduced in the course of the hearings. 
The documents, which have been reproduced in an appendix to 
the printed hearings, verify that the party faithful, not only in 
California but throughout the Nation, are being called upon for in- 
tensive effort in infiltrating non-Communist organizations, with 
special emphasis on those dealing with labor, the Negro, youth, 
politics, and farmers. The documents include an important policy 
statement by the party’s national leader, Gus Hall, and Seupied reso- 
lutions for action by the convention. They were analyzed at the 
hearings by Mrs. Barbara Hartle, who testified on the basis of many 
years’ previous experience as a full-time, paid functionary of the Com- 
munist Party. Mrs. Hartle declared that the Communist Party con- 
tinues to exploit the privileges of democracy and, despite various 

ublic statements to the contrary, the party has not altered its basic 

lief in the seizure of power by force. The party, she said, looks 
forward to “mass action,” to— 


breaking through the bourgeois laws, traditions and conven- 
tions, and doing by force and by mass action, by sheer bodil 
weight and numbers, what you cannot accomplish through 


using the laws, the Constitution and the democratic rights 
* * 


Considerable testimony dealt with varied techniques employed by 
Communists to obscure technical membership in the party. These 
techniques pose difficult legal problems which are under continuous 
study by members of the committee. Mr. Prussion described four 
types of party “membership” : 


1. They have one type of member who attends cell meetings, 
pays his dues. 
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2. They have another type of Communist, because he doesn’t 
want to identify himself with the cell for fear of exposure by 
an informant such as myself, who has a courier pay his dues. 

3. Then there are many, many Communists who have 
dropped out of the Communist Party, conveniently, so that 
they can hide their identity and in that way are better able to 
carry out the revolutionary work. 

4. There isa fourth type of Communist who is never associ- 
ated with a cell, but he is a Leninist, and so imbued with the 
forthcoming revolution that he works diligently wherever 
poeanee and keeps contact with Communist leaders on the 
level. 

his type of a Communist is usually a doctor, a lawyer, 
a political officer, and in the professional field of life. 


The witness said that, in his experience, as many Communists have 
technically dropped out of the party to hide their identity in recent 
years as have remained in it as formal cell members. He described 
the chief purpose of these technical withdrawals as desire to hide 
Communist connections in view of the individual’s occupation and 
to avoid the impact of security laws. He cited as illustrations two 
fellow cell members: William King, who resigned from the cell and 
retained party contact only on an upper level because he wanted to 
continue working as an electronics engineer in a local plant; and 
Elliott Wilson, who was the subject of a fraudulent expulsion from 
the party so that he could apply for a teaching license from the state 
and swear he was not a member of the party. 

Mrs. Hartle also testified to the existence of a “large group of Com- 
munist followers or associates” who do not have formal party mem- 
bership, pay dues, or attend meetings but, nevertheless, follow the 
dindglins of the party insofar as their activities and field of work are 
concerned. 

Quite another type of formal dissociation from the Communist 
Party was demonstrated to the committee as details of the “Vernon 
Bown case” were unfolded during the hearings. In 1959, as the re- 
sult of a policy disagreement with higher party officials in the North- 
ern California District, Bown was unwillingly ousted from his job as 
organizer for an important party section in San Francisco embrac- 
ing party members affiliated with the unions traditionally in the AFL. 
He was finally expelled from the party itself. 

Documents written by Bown and a Communist section associate, 
Leibel Bergman, on the details of this internal party conflict were ob- 
tained by the committee from sources within the party and made part 
of the hearing record. 

The documents provided striking corroboration of testimony re- 
garding the totalitarian nature of the Communist Party organiza- 
tion. e written complaints of Bown and Bergman noted that 
Bown had been ousted from his party office and the party despite the 
support of other Communists in his club and section; that he was 
convicted at a party “trial” which neither he nor any of his represent- 
atives were allowed to attend; and Bown was never fully informed of 
the nature of the charges against him. There was better observance 
of the principles of justice in a Nazi court than in the Communist 
Party, the complainants observed in an appeal that went all the way 
56597—60—pt. 
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to the National Convention of the party without results. Called as 
witnesses before the committee, Mr Bown and Mr. Bergman invoked 
the fifth amendment in response to all questions relating to this party 
controversy. Similar stands were taken by two other witnesses, 
Jack Weintraub and John Andrew Negro who, according to commit- 
tee information, supported Bown in the inner party councils. Wit- 
ness Prussion summed up the “democracy” in internal operations of 
the party as follows: 


Within the Communist Party there is total disregard for 
law * * * there are rigged trials, forced confessions, provo- 
cations of suicides of Communists who have deviated, repris- 
als of Communists who might deviate even on party strategy. 


The committee called as witnesses five of the nine Communist Party 
functionaries who represented the Northern California District at the 
party’s National Convention in New York City in December 1959, De- 
spite party documents inserted into the record to show their partici- 
pation in the convention, the following delegates uniformly refused 
to answer pertinent questions by the committee: 

Archie Brown, San Francisco longshoreman and, according to com- 
mittee information, the second-ranking Communist in the Northern 
California District; his official party post is district committee mem- 
ber in charge of trade union matters. 

Ralph Izard, of San Francisco, active in Communist propaganda 
work in addition to serving on the San Francisco County Committee 
of the party. 

Joseph Figueiredo, active party official in Massachusetts until his 
transfer to Northern California party activities. He served on the 
district committee of the party in 1957. 

Saul Wachter, of Berkeley, active in the party’s East Bay region 
Political Committee, according to the committee’s information. 

Douglas Wachter, student at the University of California and a 
leader in Communist work among youth. 

Other witnesses subpenaed to appear before the committee on the 
basis of committee information respecting their leading roles in 
Northern California Communist echelons included the following in- 
dividuals who, in every instance, invoked their constitutional privilege 

ainst self-incrimination and refused to answer pertinent questions: 
Merle Brodsky, Oakland; Noel Harris, Eureka; Ann Deirup, Berke- 
ley; Elizabeth Nicholas, Sunnyvale; Donald H. Clark, San Jose; 
Morris Graham, San Jose; Sally Attarian Sweet, Hayward; Lillian 
Ransome, Wheatland ; Ruben Venger, Cotati. 

Six individuals employed as teachers were subpenaed before the 
committee on the basis of information that they have also been active 
in the Communist Party. Martin Irving Marcus, public school 
teacher of Pacific Grove; Lottie L. Rosen, teacher from Berkeley; 
Betty Halpern, a teacher in a Berkeley private school; and Travis 
Lafferty, Oakland teacher, invoked the fifth amendment when ques- 
tioned regarding past and present Communist Party membership. 
Tillman i. Erb, a teacher at the Campbell School in Santa Clara 
County, California, stated he was willing to discuss his own activities 
but would not testify regarding others associated with him. When 
the committee did not agree to such qualifications, Mr. Erb declined 
to answer all questions concerning Communist Party activities on the 
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ground of possible self-incrimination. John Allen Johnson, a high 
schoo] mathematics teacher of Ukiah, California, also declared he had 
decided to “offer a certain degree of cooperation” to the committee by 
answering questions concerning his own associations but not those of 
other individuals. Claiming that disorderly demonstrations against 
the hearings had altered his plans, Mr. Johnson proceeded to respond 
to all questions by invoking the fifth amendment. 

Two other witnesses with teacher training, but employed in other 
capacities, were called before the committee as a result of information 
that they have been affiliated with the Communist Party. Ralph 
Johnsen, of Berkeley, presently a machinist, admitted he had resigned 
as a teacher in 1950 rather than subscribe to loyalty oath requirements 
but had finally agreed to sign such an oath in 1958. He denied pres- 
ent party membership but invoked the fifth amendment when asked 
whether he had been a member prior to 1958. Louis Zeitz, a graduate 
student at Stanford University holding teaching credentials he has 
never used, invoked his constitutional privileges in response to all 
questions concerning Communist activity. 

Karl Prussion, in a resumption of his testimony in Washington, 
D.C., on June 10, emphasized that the Communist Party is a party of 
Leninism and that party members, as disciples of Lenin, strive to bring 
about the prerequisite conditions that will make it possible for them 
to overthrow the Government by force and violence and set up a dicta- 
torship of the Communist Party. Mr. Prussion outlined the four pre- 
requisites of Communist revolution as follows: 

1. The establishment. of a dedicated Communist Party nucleus 
which is strong enough to lead an insurrection to overthrow our 
Government by force and violence. 

2, Disunity in the Government of our Nation; dissension with- 
in the executive, legislative, and judicial branches of our Govern- 
ment on vital current issues. 

3. A chaotic economic situation in which the Communists, 
through their leadership in social, economic, and political organ- 
izations, could successfully carry out a revolution. This situation 
could be a depression or an inflationary spiral. 

4. The establishment of a trade-union movement which the 
Communists can successfully actuate into a political strike. 

Mr. Prussion expressed the opinion that current Communist Party 
strength of approximately 10,000 hard-core, formal members, plus (his 
estimate) its equal number of secret members, is sufficient to carry out 
an insurrection “if the other prerequisites are attained.” 

He quoted as evidence for this belief a report by Communist Party 
official James S. Allen to the National Executive Committee of the 
party on May 9,1958. In that report, Mr. Allen stated : 


Yet, in seeking to chart our road to socialism, we are ina much 
better position than the Marxists in the period before the 
Great Russian Revolution, which pioneered the road, or than 
we were before World War II, before a number of countries 
took that road. 


Mr. Prussion explained that, to the Communists, all Communist 
Party activity is “revolutionary” in nature, whether it be in political, 
economic, or social organizations and even though, on the surface, it 
would appear to be “peaceful work within our Constitution and within 
our Bill of Rights.” 
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Mr. Prussion gave examples of how the Communists are now work- 
ing in the United States to achieve each of the four prerequisites of 
revolution, emphasizing in his testimony Communist methods of in- 
filtrating various social, political, religious, and trade-union groups 
without arousing the groups’ suspicions. 

One such example was the Communist infiltration of the South Palo 
Alto Democratic Club. Mr. Prussion identified 14 of the 25 charter 
members of this club as persons known to him as Communist Party 
members. 

He revealed how the Communists have used a campus group for 
student recruitment purposes. Of a Stanford University organiza- 
tion called Political Forum, Mr. Prussion stated : 


This organization is a good, bona fide organization. I don’t 
believe it has any Communist control. They invite speakers 
of all description from the extreme right to the extreme left. 


The Communists, he pointed out, send several party members to the 
Political Forum meetings and they take note of those students who ask 
questions which lead the Communists to believe they would be good 
prospects for recruitment into the Communist Party: 


They befriend such a student and will invite such a student 
down to a social study group in one of the homes of the 
Communists. 


In a similar way, Mr. Prussion testified, the Communists try to use 
PTA, religious, and other grassroots community organizations to pro- 
mote their line and to attempt to win additional converts to their cause. 

In explaining the Communist “peace” appeal and campaign, Mr. 
Prussion stated: 


_The only peace that the Communist Party and the Commu- 
nist International want is the “peace” that can come only 
through Communist triumph all over the world * * *. 


Mr. Prussion revealed that the Communists in his area have held 
their secret meetings in members’ homes, in public parks, and often 
in public buildings. He recalled examples of secret Communist 
nat, in the basement of the City Hall at Sunnyvale, Calif., the 

‘ommunity Center in Palo Alto, and the South Palo Alto Library: 


Even a room in the Civic Auditorium in San Jose has been 

As a matter of fact, the Communists have a sense of humor 
and even their sense of humor has a class angle. When they 
refer to the Sunnyvale banquet room in the City Hall of 
Sunnyvale, they call it Smolny Institute No. 1 and they call 
the community building in Palo Alto Smolny Institute No. 2. 


The Smolny Institute, he explained, was the Moscow headquarters 
of the Bolshevik Party during, prior to, and after the Russian 
Revolution. 

Mr. Prussion also testified that persons known to him as Communist 
Party members have falsely signed affidavits that they were not mem- 
bers of any subversive organization in order to run for public office 
and school board positions. 
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He also stated that a Communist Party member, Michael Shapova- 
lov, had written a book entitled “Soviet Union,” which is being used 
in the public schools of San Mateo County “at the present time.” 

In evaluating what he considered to be the major weaknesses of the 
American public in regard to the operations of the Communist Party, 
Mr. Prussion stated : 


I think the Communist Party, especially through their 
eace campaign and their campaigns of peaceful coexistence, 
1ave had a major success in creating a public apathy and 
indifference to the menace of the Communist conspiracy. 
This apathy should be changed to an acute awareness by our 
citizenry of this danger, and this awareness should express 
itself in such a manner that there will be proper legislation 
passed that would facilitate the containment and the ulti- 
mate destruction of this conspiracy. Appeasement of the 
Soviet Union on their “peaceful coexistence offensive” today 
can only mean the complete capitulation of the American 
way of life to Leninist materialism and dictatorship to- 
morrow. 


Continuing the committee’s study into the entry of foreign Com- 
munist propaganda and its dissemination within the United States, 
the committee heard testimony in San Francisco from Irving Fish- 
man, Deputy Collector of Customs in New York City. 

Mr. Fishman reiterated the need for amendments to the Forei 
Agents Registration Act of 1938. The act, according to Mr. Fish- 
man, is directed primarily at forcing disclosure of those persons who 
act within the United States as propaganda agents of a foreign power. 
A second purpose of the act is to require the identification of political 
propaganda so that the American public can appraise and evaluate 
material disseminated by propaganda agents in the light of their 
foreign relationships. 

Mr. Fishman estimated that in the year 1959 over 10 million in- 
dividual propaganda items which had entered the United States from 
Soviet-bloe countries were submitted to his units throughout the 
country for examination. According to Mr. Fishman, the Foreign 
Agents Registration Act does not, at the present time, appear to pro- 
vide that this material be properly labeled at the time of importation. 

A provision in the Foreign Agents Registration Act, as interpreted 
by the Attorney General in 1940, calls for establishment of an agency 
relationship between the sender and the foreign government before 
any action can be taken in connection with this propaganda. Mr. 
Fishman pointed out that this is difficult to prove when the Soviet 
propaganda machine directs to the United States material printed 
in, or sent through, other free countries of the world. 

With the assistance of Mr. Stephen K. Louie and Mr. Harlin Wong, 
of the San Francisco office of the Customs Service, Mr. Fishman 
focused particular attention on the influx into California of Commu- 
nist propaganda from the mainland of China and North Korea. 
After analyzing some of this material, Mr. Fishman stated that the 
Chinese Communists have concentrated on the overseas Chinese, with 
special attention to attracting overseas Chinese students for study 
in Red China. Mr. Fishman testified that the volume of propaganda 
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produced in Europe for dissemination in this country has decreased 
while the Asian Communist material has been on the increase. 

The committee completed its 3-day hearing in San Francisco under 
the most trying conditions possible. Identified Communists, sympa- 
thizers, and students, numbering in the hundreds, engaged in pro- 
test demonstrations within and outside the committee hearing cham- 
bers in a tragic sequence of events which culminated in outright 
rioting. 

agg matter of record that the Communist apparatus has decided 
that if its operations in the United States are to e more successful, it 
must. intensify its campaign to get rid of the House Committee on 
Un-American Activities, and at the same time try to discredit the 
Director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation and generally weaken 
the F.B.I.’s influence and powers. This campaign is spearheaded 
by two Communist-front organizations, the Emergency Civil Liberties 
Comaiiians (ECLC), with headquarters in New York, and the Citizens 
eo To Preserve American Freedoms (CCPAF) on the West 

ast. 

One of the moving forces of the CCPAF is Frank Wilkinson, 
an identified Communist whose job has been to incite resistance to and 
trouble for the committee in locations where hearings are sched- 
uled. The CCPAF’s “Operation Abolition” campaign against the 
committee was brought into San Francisco by Wilkinson, who freely 
admitted to newsmen covering the demonstrations that he was there 
to “organize protests.” 

The long-time classic Communist tactic by which a relatively few 
well-trained, hard-core Communist agents are able to incite and use 
non-Communist sympathizers to perform the work of the Commu- 
nist Party was again made evident. 

Demonstrations within the hearing room on the first day of the 
hearing completely disrupted normal committee procedure time and 
time again and, at one point, forced a halt in the proceedings for over 
40 minutes. The principal agitational demand of the Communist 
demonstrators and their followers was that the hearing room doors be 
opened so that more agitators could gain entry. 

As film coverage of the hearing reveals, the committee, in an effort 
to be fair, had made every possible concession to those interested in 
viewing the proceedings. After every seat in the hearing room had 
been filled for the opening morning session, the committee, in violation 
of its normal procedure, permitted an additional 100 to 140 spectators 
to enter the room to view the proceedings while standing in the aisles 
and along the rear and side walls. The demonstrations were carried 
on in spite of this and, in order to put a stop to them and restore order, 
the chairman was forced to order evicted from the hearing room Archie 
Brown, Ralph Izard, Merle Brodsky, Saul Wachter, Morris Graham, 
Juanita Wheeler, Sally Attarian Sweet—all subpenaed witnesses and 
active Communists in the area, according to committee information. 
Several students were also ejected. 

Because of this development, the aisles were cleared that afternoon 
and during the remaining 2 days of the hearings. However, a rotation 
seating procedure was adopted in an attempt to permit as many as 
possible of the spectators waiting in the hallways to observe the pro- 
ceedings. Because the agitators engaged in repeated outbursts, dem- 
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onstrations, and disruptive behavior in spite of this arrangement, the 
hearing room had to be carefully patrolled by police and sheriff’s 
officials for the duration of the hearing. 

On the second day of the hearing, the committee, at the request of 
the police and sherifl’s department, had loudspeakers set up 
across the street from City Hall in an attempt to placate the crowds 
trying to gain entrance to the hearing room. (Due to the limited 
seating capacity only several hundred people could be admitted to the 
actual hearing room. ) 

As was the case on the previous day, several professional Com- 
munist agitators directed the activity of students and others waiting 
in the hallways. ‘The demonstrators there became so loud that, after 
two judges in their chambers on the third floor had complained that 
they were unable to conduct court proceedings because of the noise, 
Presiding Superior Court Judge Clarence Morris, who had been ex- 
periencing the same difficulty, ordered the sheriff and police officials to 
clear the City Hall. When an attempt was made to carry out the 
order, rioting broke out. One student, according to the police officers 
on the scene, provided the spark that touched off the violence when 
he attacked a police officer with a night stick. In order to remove the 
demonstrators from City Hall, fire hoses had to be used. 

Among those arrested during the riots were a few trained Com- 
munist agents. The others were the unwitting dupes of the party 
who had, in their demonstrations against the committee, performed 
like puppets—with the trained Communists manipulating the 
prs 2 laa to the point of wilfully and deliberately defying law 
and order. 

Thomas Cahill, Chief of Police; Michael J. Maguire, Police In- 
spector ; and Matthew C. Carberry, Sheriff, all of the City and 
County of San Francisco, testified before this committee on the last 
day of the hearings regarding the demonstrations and riots. Each of 
these men discussed their participation in the events just described. 
All of these officials agreed that the student demonstrators were in- 
filtrated by a number of professional Communist agitators who were 
able to incite the students to riot. The committee praised 
these officials for exercising restraint, caution, and attention to the 
rights of all persons during the events which took place at the hearings. 

he unprecedented disorder and violence surrounding the hearings 
led the committee to renew its appeal for legislation providing pen- 
alties for misbehavior before congressional committees. Communists 
and their dupes were able to disrupt committee hearings with virtual 
impunity. Under existing law, the committee cannot set in motion 
any type of judicial process aimed at punishing (and thereby also 
preventing) misbehavior which obstructs orderly congressional in- 


quiry. 

Tametietaly after the San Francisco hearings, the chairman of 
the committee introduced H.R. 12366, which would make it a mis- 
demeanor for anyone to misbehave in the presence of either House of 
Congress or any one of their committees. The legislative proposal is 
discussed in detail in House Report 2228, submitted by the chairman 
of the committee to the House of Representatives. Film footage of 
the riots in San Francisco taken by stations KRON and KPIX 
of that city and made into a documentary film by Washington Video 
Productions, Inc., was made a part of this report. 
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THE NORTHERN CALIFORNIA DISTRICT OF THE 
COMMUNIST PARTY 


Structure—Ob jectives—Leadership 
(Part 1) 


THURSDAY, MAY 12, 1960 


Unrrep Srares House or 
SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE 
Comoitrer oN Un-American ACTIVITIES, 
San Francisco, Calif. 


PUBLIC HEARINGS 


A subcommittee of the Committee on Un-American Activities met, 
pursuant to call, at 9:30 a.m. in the Supervisors Chambers, City Hall 
Building, San Francisco, California, Hon. Edwin E. Willis (chair- 
man of the subcommittee) presiding. 

Subconimittee members present: Representatives Edwin EF. Willis, 
of Louisiana, and August E. Johansen, of Michigan. 

Staff members present: Richard Arens, staff director; William 
A. Wheeler, investigator: and Fulton Lewis III, research analyst. 

Mr. Wituis. The subcommittee will please be in order. 

The hearings which begin today in San Francisco are in furtherance 
of the powers and duties of the Committee on Un-American Activi- 
ties, pursuant to Public Law 601 of the 79th Congress, which not only 
establishes the basic jurisdiction of the committee, but also mandates 
this committee, along with other standing committees of the Con- 
gress, to exercise continuous watchfulness of the execution of any laws, 
the subject of which is within the jurisdiction of the committee. 

In response to this power and duty, the Committee on Un-American 
Activities is continuously in the process of accumulating factual in- 
formation respecting Communists, the Communist Party, and Com- 
munist activities which will enable the committee and the Congress to 
appraise the administration and operation of the Smith Act, the 
Internal Security Act of 1950, the Communist Control Act of 1954, and 
numerous provisions of the Criminal Code relating to espionage, 
sabotage, and subversion. In addition, the committee has before it 
numerous proposals to strengthen our legislative weapons, designed 
to protect the internal security of this Nation. 
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I shall now read the resolution of the Committee on Un-American 
Activities authorizing and directing the holding of the instant hear- 


ings: 
The following resolution was unanimously adopted : 


BE IT RESOLVED, that hearings by the committee or a subcommittee thereof, 
to be held in San Francisco, California, or at such other place or places as the 
chairman may designate, on such date or dates as the chairman may determine, 
be authorized and approved, including the conduct of investigations deemed 
reasonably necessary by the staff in preparation therefor, relating to the follow- 
ing subjects and having the legislative purposes indicated : 

1. The extent, character and objects of Communist infiltration and Communist 
Party activities in Northern California, for the legislative purpose of obtaining 
additional information for use by the committee in maintaining surveillance 
over the administration and operation of the Internal Security Act, the Com- 
munist Control Act, and other security legislation. 

2. The past form, structure, organization and activities of the Communist 
Party and members of the Communist Party, whether in California or elsewhere, 
for the purpose of enabling the committee to interpret the significance of the 
present form, structure, organization and activities of the Communist Party, 
for the legislative purpose of obtaining information for use by the committee 
in consideration of proposed amendments to the security laws relating to the 
term “member of the Communist Party,” possible use in legislation of the term 
“under Communist Party discipline,” and for use by the committee in considera- 
tion of a proposed amendment to Section 4 of the Communist Control Act of 1954, 
prescribing penalties for knowingly and willfully becoming or remaining a mem- 
ber of the Communist Party with knowledge of the purposes or objectives thereof. 

3. The entry into and dissemination within the United States of foreign 
Communist Party propaganda, the legislative purpose being to determine the 
advisability of amendments to the Foreign Agents Registration Act, designed 
to counteract Communist devices now used in avoiding the prohibitions of 
that act. 

4. Techniques, strategies, tactics, and devices used by members of the Com- 
munist Party for the purpose of evading the impact of present security laws, the 
legislative purpose being to reveal factual situations to the committee which 
may require remedial legislation in the interest of national defense and internal 
security. 

5. Any other matter within the jurisdiction of the committee which it, or 
any subcommittee thereof, appointed to conduct these hearings, may designate. 


I shall now read the order of appointment of the subcommittee to 
conduct these hearings: 


APRIL 5, 1960. 


AprIL 6, 1960. 
To: Mr. RICHARD ARENS, 
Staff Director, House Committee on Un-American Activities. 

Pursuant to the provisions of the law and the rules of this Committee, I hereby 
appointed a subcommittee of the Committee on Un-American Activities, con- 
sisting of Representative Edwin E. Willis, as Chairman, and Representatives 
Morgan M. Moulder and August E. Johansen as associate members, to conduct 
hearings in San Francisco, California, Monday through Thursday, May 9, 10, 
11, and 12, 1960, at 10:00 a.m., on subjects under investigation by the Committee 
and take such testimony on said days or succeeding days, as it may deem 
necessary. 

Please make this action a matter of Committee record. 

If any Member indicates his inability to serve, please notify me. 

Given under my hand this 6th day of April, 1960. 

FrRaANcIs WALTER. 
Chairman, Committee on Un-American Activitics. 


I wish it were possible for the Congress of the United States to pass 


a single law which would for all times solve the threat to our security 
posed by the Communist operation in this country. Unfort unately, 
however, the problem with which we are confronted by communism 


is too complex and has too many ramifications to be coped with by a 
single panacea. 
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Anyone who has had experience in dealing with Communists knows 
that they are constantly changing their strategy and tactics, con- 
stantly revising their forms of attack and constantly maneuvering in 
order to avoid the impact of those legislative weapons which we have 
devised to protect this Nation against their machinations. 

Accordingly, ours is the task to pursue the trails of the Communists 
wherever they may lead and in whatever form they appear, in order 
that we can continuously appraise our security laws in their adminis- 
tration and operation, and where the facts warrant to amend or revise 
those laws. 

What are the present strategies and tactics of the Communist op- 
eration in this general area? What techniques are the hard-core 
Communists pursuing in order to avoid detection as they pursue their 
nefarious work? What are the lines of control and communication 
between the various Communists’ nests here and elsewhere in the Na- 
tion? What loopholes or weaknesses exist in our present securit 
laws? How may those laws be strengthened? These questions sha 
be uppermost in our minds as we elicit testimony during these 
hearings. 

May I emphasize that the purpose of the subcommittee here is to 
sample factual material with reference to types and patterns of ac- 
tivity, and not to attempt to exhaust the subject matter. We have 
not subpenaed witnesses for these hearings merely to put on a show, 
nor shall we attempt to interrogate in these hearings even a signifi- 
cant percentage of all possible witnesses on whom we have compiled 
information. 

It is a standing rule of this committee that any person identified 
as a member of the Communist Party during the course of the com- 
mittee hearings will be given an early opportunity to appear before 
this committee, if he desires, for the purpose of denying or explaining 
any testimony adversely affecting him. It is also the policy of the 
committee to accord any witness the privilege of being represented by 
counsel; but, within the provisions of the rules of this committee, 
counsel’s sole and exclusive prerogative is to advise his client. 

I would remind those present that a disturbance of any kind or an 
audible comment during the hearings will not be permitted, as it can- 
not be. This is a serious proceeding in which we are earnestly trying 
to discharge an important and arduous duty. 

I may say that it is not a pleasant task. We are here pursuant to 
an act of Congress. The House of Representatives, each Congress, 
las ordered our continuance. So far as I know, no Member of Con- 
gress has ever voted against our authority to act. 

[ would like to announce that by instruction of the authorities here, 
there cannot be smoking in the room. I am sure you understand 
that. People here have been kind enough to make these facilities 
available, and we certainly want to respect that, so there cannot be 
any smoking, please. 

Mr. Arens, please call your first witness. 

Mr. Arens. The first witness, if you please, Mr. Chairman, will be 


Mr. Irving Fishman, Deputy Collector of Customs at the Port of 
Entry in New York City, who is accompanied and will be assisted 
in his testimony today by two of his colleagues whom he will introduce 
at the appropriate time on this record. 
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Mr. Fishman, will you kindly stand while the chairman administers 
the oath? 

Mr. Wiuuis. Will the three of you stand ¢ 

Please raise your right hands. Do you solemnly swear that the 
testimony that you will give before this subcommittee will be the 
truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Fisuman. I do. 

Mr. Wona. I do. 

Mr. Loute. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF IRVING FISHMAN, HARLIN WONG, 
AND STEPHEN K. LOUIE 


Mr. Wits. Proceed. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Fishman, will you kindly give us a word of identifi- 
cation of yourself, your duties, your personal background, and then, 
if you please, I would request that your two colleagues, likewise, give 
a word of identification of themselves. 

Mr. Fisuman. [ am Deputy Collector of Customs assigned to the 
Port of New York. My duties include exercising control over the 
importation of printed matter into the United States which may be 
considered as prohibited under various Federal statutes. 

I have been with the Customs Service for over 32 years and have 
been engaged in the enforcement of the provisions of law which deal 
with the importation of political propaganda for some 8 or 9 years. 

The Customs Service, in cooperation with the United States Post 
Office Department, has set up several control units in the United 
States, among which is the unit attached to the Office of the Collector 
of Customs in San Francisco, California. 

Mr. Arens. Would you kindly now introduce your two colleagues. 

Mr. Fisuman. To my left is Stephen K. Louie, who is in charge of 
the unit which examines printed matter imported through this port. 

To my right is Harlin Wong, who is one of the translators and 
reviewers of this material assigned to this port. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Fishman, did you and the United States Customs 
Service make a study, in the course of the last several months, of the 
Communist propaganda which is coming into the United States via 
the port at San Francisco, California? 

r. FisumMan. We have. 

Mr. Arens. Before we get into the specifics of your statistics, would 
you care to give us an overall appraisal as to the quantity or volume 
of the Communist propaganda which is imported, and has been im- 
ported in the course of the last year, via this port of entry 4 

Mr. Fisuman. Actually, this propaganda floods the country. It 
emanates in the Soviet-bloc countries and in Communist China. I 
have prepared a statement for submission to the committee which 
presents to some degree the background and basis for our operation. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Fishman, I respectfully suggest to the chairman 
that the statement which you have prepared be incorporated into the 
body of this record and then we will proceed to interrogate you on 
the highlights of your statement, if that meets with the approval of 
the chairman. 

Mr. Wuuts. Let the statement be incorporated at this point. 
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(‘The statement referred to follows :) 


STATEMENT BY IRVING FISHMAN, DEPUTY COLLECTOR OF CUSTOMS, BEFORE 
ie 4 THE House COMMITTEE ON UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES, SAN FRANCISCO, 
CaLir., May 12, 1960 


As the subcommittee of the Committee on Un-American Activities is 
aware, the United States Customs Service has a responsibility for the 
examination of merchandise imported into the United States. As a 
matter of law, Federal statutes which deal with imported merchandise 
are enforced by our Service. In the Tariff Act of 1930 there are pro- 
hibitions against the importation of treasonable material, material which 
invites insurrection against the United States or advocates the over- 
throw of the United States Government. There is also responsibility 
with respect to printed materials which contain foreign political, Com- 
munist propaganda. So far as the mails are concerned this responsi- 


“a bility, we believe, is shared with the Post Office Department. In the 

treatment of printed matter which contains political Communist propa- 

Ny ganda, our agencies base this responsibility, to a degree, upon the 

e Ff Foreign Agents Registration Act of 1938. This Act is directed primarily 

at forcing disclosure by persons who act within the United States as 

> | propaganda agents for foreign governments or foreign political parties. 

A second purpose of the Act is to require the identification of political 

1e propaganda so that the American public can appraise and evaluate 

ye ; material disseminated by propaganda agents in the light of their foreign 
relationships. 

z : Based upon the Foreign Agents Registration Act and the rulings of 

the Attorney General supplementing the same, agents registered with 

aul q the Department of Justice who disseminate political propaganda are 

‘Ss. q required to identify the same as to source. Specifically, under the 

st i Attorney General’s opinion of December 10, 1940, a person in a foreign 

d country acting on behalf of a foreign principal who sends political 


propaganda to this country is considered as though this action took place 
or ; in the United States. 

We should like to make it clear that there is no intent in connection 
> 1 with our work to deprive citizens of political information, even if this 
of information should be propaganda of a foreign government or a foreign 

3 principal. However, we do feel that Congress did intend to bring out 

into the open the activities of persons engaged in disseminating Com- 

1d munist propaganda and to make known the source of the propaganda. 
F To aid in the enforcement of these provisions of law, the United 
States Customs Service and the Post Office Department have set up three 


ns control units, staffed with personnel having language abilities, to ex- 
he ” amine printed materials entering the United States. These units are 
1a located at the ports of New York, San Francisco, and New Orleans. 
Mail from the Soviet-bloc countries, for example, is directed to our 
New York Control Unit, and mail from the mainland of China and North 
Korea is directed to the port of San Francisco. It may be of interest 
ld to the committee to know that our unit at the port of New Orleans was 
ne 4 established only recently and concerns itself for the most part with 
n- S: Communist propaganda shipped via certain Latin American countries 
into the United States. 
; To conclude the formal part of my statement, we should like to give 
It E the subcommittee some idea of the volume of printed materials sub- 
T mitted to our units by the Pest Office Department. In 1959 at all three 
ch | control units there were received from the Post Office Department ap- 
- proximately 6 million packages containing over 10 million items of 
printed matter. 
mn | This constituted an 18% increase over the printed materials submitted 
he © for 1958, and in comparison with the 1955 figures the volume in 1959 has 
on practically doubled. At San Francisco, specifically, the 1959 figures in- 
of dicate the receipt of over a million mail articles of printed matter sub- 


mitted by the Post Office Departinent for examination. These figures do 
not include redefection material which is received via first-class mail. 
It has been estimated that 125,000 individual envelopes are received each 
month at the port of New York alone, or approximately 1,500,000 a year, 
of this latter type of material. This material is printed in Russian, 
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Byelo-Russian, Georgian, Ukrainian, Estonian, Latvian, Lithuanian, and 
Rumanian. 

To pinpoint material directed to students or the youth of this country, 
there have been continuing increases in the volume of this matter 
at a rate of almost 40% a year. In 1959 there were 380,000 packages, 
containing 580,000 items. Interestingly enough, the European propa- 
ganda volume has dropped, while the Asian Communist material has been 
on the increase. This same situation was referred to in an article 
appearing in the Scripps-Howard newspapers on April 13, 1960, entitled 
“Reds Beating U.S. in Asian Propaganda.” The lead sentence of the 
article reads, ‘The United States is being trounced soundly by the Com- 
munists on Asia’s propaganda battlefields, a survey of Far HWastern 
leaders disclosed today.” Similar comment was made editorially by this 
same newspaper chain on April 14, 1960. A sentence in this editorial 
is worth repeating, “Propaganda is no less important than foreign aid in 
cold war strategy.” 

To reflect this situation, the committee may wish to know that the 
number of copies of “China Pictorial” in the English language sent 
to the United States increased by almost 50%; the magazine “Chinese 
Literature” by 100% ; publications entitled “Korea Today” and “Korea,” 
in English are new to a degree, but there have been quantities of these 
publications submitted to us. As a sidelight, it may be of interest to 
note that “People’s China” in the Esperanto language was sent in very 
small quantities to the United States in 1958. There was, however, 
a marked increase in the number of these publications forwarded to 
our country in 1959. We have prepared, and there are before the 
members of the subcommittee, samples of some of the material inter- 
cepted here, together with translations. The context of propaganda 
publications has changed considerably in recent months, due in a great 
measure to the upcoming summit meetings. This change is reflected 
to a degree in the pronouncement of the Soviet Government. It has 
been evident, at least until this week, that the spirit of Camp David 
has affected the propaganda line from Moscow, except perhaps as it 
relates to East Berlin. There has been a marked cessation of the 
harsher type of vilification and innuendo and a perhaps more gentle, 
guarded approach to the issues to be misrepresented. 

This change has, however, been restricted to the Moscow line. The 
Chinese news service has taken a much tougher stand, both in mate 
rial sent here from the China mainland and transmitted through 
friendly Latin American sources. For example, the Prensa Latina 
news service in Cuba, a propaganda outlet, combines its efforts with 
Red China’s North China News Agency functioning through Czech- 
oslovakia. This is also evident in the volume of scientific and tech- 
nical printed materials exported to the United States. 

It is almost as though the Chinese fear that they are being over- 
shadowed in this field. 

The Chinese Communists through their propaganda press have con- 
centrated on the overseas Chinese. A discussion of the many facets of 
the program would take up more time than is available here. An inter- 
esting angle, however, relates to students around the world. For ex- 
ample, great efforts have been made to increase pro-Peking teaching in 
the Chinese schools in southeast Asia. Special attention has been given 
to attracting overseas Chinese students for study in China, and there 
has been some success resulting from an appeal to patriotism and by 
subsidizing those who wish to return to the mainland. Students from 
abroad are welcomed to China with great fanfare and receive prefer- 
ence in college placements. The main motive in attracting students 
has been to make use of their skills in development programs and Pe- 
king desires to attract students from abroad to fill its growing uni- 
versities. Because of unfavorable reports from students who have 
gone to China, enlistments have fallen off in recent years. 

To refer very briefly on the overall affect of the overseas Chinese 
propaganda effort, I have asked Mr. Harlin Wong, of the San Francisco 
office, to comment on this issue. 
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Mr. Arens. Mr. Fishman, where are the principal control points or 
processing points in the United States for Communist en 
emanating from the Iron Curtain countries and from Red China? 

Mr. Fisuman. As I have indicated in my statement, the Treasury 
Department, Bureau of Customs, and the Post Office Department 
consider it a responsibility of the respective agency to concern itself 
with the importation of any foreign printed matter which contains 
(Communist political propaganda. 

The responsibility stems from the Foreign goes Registration Act. 
The problem of how to control this propaganda and still stay within 
the hmits of our appropriation was one that we considered for a 
number of years and finally set up units on the East Coast—in New 
York, in Chicago, and one on the West Coast, in San Francisco. 

The Chicago unit was subsequently incorporated with the one in 
operation at the Port of New York, and a new unit opened at the 
Port of New Orleans, Louisiana, to take care of the huge volume 
of propaganda which was flooding the United States through friendly 
countries in Latin America. 

We would like to make it clear that our agencies, in the treatment 
of this material, are fully aware of our responsibility. It is our feel- 
ing that the Foreign Agents Registration Act is primarily a disclosure 
statute and that it makes it necessary for a foreign government which, 
through any of its agents, sends political propaganda into the United 
States, to disclose the source of the information. 

That is to make the information readily available to the reader— 
who should know, when he reads material, or has access to it—just 
where it emanates from and just. who is responsible for it. 

Mr. Arens. May I interrupt to rephrase—as I understand your 
statement of the law, is in a rather summary vein. See if this is sub- 
stantially correct, namely, that the Foreign Agents Registration Act 
requires that Communist propaganda which is being sent into the 
United States be labeled “Political Propaganda” and that those per- 
sons in the United States who are disseminating this Communist 
propaganda must, themselves, register with the Department of Justice. 

The law does not require anything further. The law does not 
uttempt to stop the importation of the propaganda. It only requires 
a labeling, a Tiasuiane that it is political propaganda and that the 
person who is disseminating it into the United States is the agent of 
a foreign power; is that correct ? 

Mr. _phateondy That generally relates to the provisions of Jaw with 
which we are concerned here this morning. 

Mr. Arens. The theory of the law is similiar to the theory of the 
law we have respecting food and drug commodities, is it not? 

Mr. Fisuman. That is right. 

Mr. Arens. Namely, that there be a labeling so that the recipient 
will know that the material which is being transmitted in the United 
States is political or Communist propaganda; is that correct? 

Mr. Fisuman. That is correct. The Cora groan saw fit in both the 
Foreign Agents Registration Act and also in the Internal Security 
Act to include a proviso that this material be properly labeled, both 
onthe material and on the mailing wrapper. 

Mr. Arens. How long did you say you had been in the Customs 
Service? 
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Mr. Fisuman. Some 32 years. 

Mr. Arens. During the course of that time, you have examined 
probably millions of specimens of Communist propaganda coming 
into the United States, have you not / 

Mr. Fisuman. That is correct. 

Mr. Arens. You have before you now exhibits of propaganda which 
have been sent through the Port of San Francisco in the course of 
the recent past; is that correct ? 

Mr. Fisuman. That is correct. 

Mr. Arens. Does any of this material which is presently before this 
committee bear the labeling “Political Propaganda,” as required by 
the law? 

Mr. Fisuman. None that I have been able to discover. 

Mr. Arens. In the course of your 32 years’ experience in the United 
States Customs Service in charge of the examination of Communist 
propaganda coming into the United States via the various ports of 
entry, which I believe you have characterized as coming in flood 
proportions, have you ever seen a single piece of Communist propa- 
ganda labeled in accordance with requirements of the Foreign Agents 
Registration Act? 

Mr. Fisuman. Not at the time of importation. 

Mr. Arens. Can you give us, first of all, the summary statistics 
on the volume of Communist propaganda which, we will say over 
the course of the last year, has been beamed or directed into the 
United States from the Communist countries? 

Mr. Fishman. We have estimated, and we keep fairly accurate sta- 
tistics at the three control units, that in 1959 approximately 6 million 
parcels of mail, containing over 10 million individual items of printed 
matter, were submitted to our units for examination by the Post Office 
Department as having emanated in the Soviet-bloc countries. 

Mr. Arens. Will you kindly tell us through what conduits this 
Communist propaganda comes into the United States and through 
what conduits the Customs Service is prohibited from making a 
determination to ascertain if Communist propaganda is coming into 
this country ? 

Mr. Fisuman. A provision of the Foreign Agents Registration 
Act and the interpretation placed on this Act by the Department of 
Justice makes it almost mandatory that before any action can be taken 
in connection with this material that we be in a position to establish 
an agency relationship between the sender and the foreign govern- 
ment, so that any of this material which is shipped through a friendly 
country cannot come under our surveillance. Sur interest necessarily 
must be directed to that which comes from the Soviet-bloc countries. 

Mr. ARENs. May I interrupt so that we can keep our record clear 
as we go along? 

The statistics which you have just revealed respecting this flood 
of Communist propaganda coming into the United States unlabeled, 
although required to be labeled by the law, does not include Com- 
munist propaganda which the Communists in the Iron Curtain coun- 
tries are transshipping into the United States via free countries; is 
that correct ? 

Mr. Fisuman. That would be correct. 
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Mr. Arens. Mr. Fishman, on the basis of your examination, study, 
and investigation of this subject, are the Communists utilizing to 
any appreciable extent free countries of the world as transshipment 
az the shipment of Communist propaganda into the United 
States 

Mr. Fisuman. There is very ample evidence to that effect. 

Mr. Arens. Would you give any further specific characterization 
of the extent to which the Communists are using free countries as 
transshipment points for their propaganda and thereby evading sur- 
veillance by the Customs Service ? 

Mr. FisuMan. There is no doubt in our minds that, knowing our 
limitations, the Soviet propaganda machine has directed much of its 
material through countries such as Canada—material printed either 
in Canada or directed to Canada—and then into the United States. 

Mr. Arens. How about Mexico? 

Mr. Fisuman. The Soviet Embassy in Mexico maintains huge print- 
ing plants for the prenet of preparing and disseminating anti-Ameri- 
can propaganda both in the United States and in Latin American 
countries. 

Mr. Arens. Does this Communist propaganda in flood proportions, 
as you characterized it, go through the United States mails? 

Mr. Fisuman. A lot of it does. 

Mr. Arens. Does the postage which is paid for this propaganda 
by the Communist countries pay for the shipment in total of the 
propaganda from the point of origin to the point of ultimate 
destination ? 

Mr. Fisuman. I have no expert information on that score; but since 
the Post Office Department is subsidized, it would follow that the 
carrying of this mail and the payments provided for this service would 
hardly pay for its cost. 

Mr. Arens. Then is it a fair interpretation that part of the cost 
of shipping this Communist propaganda in flood proportions into 
the United States at these various ports of entry is paid for by the 
United States taxpayers who subsidize the mails ? 

Mr. Fisuman, I think that would be a fair statement. 

Mr. Arens. Through how many ports of entry in the United States 
does the Communist propaganda enter this country ? 

Mr. Fisuman. There are some 45 ports of entry and a number of 
sub-ports. Of course, we have, with Post Office Department coopera- 
tion, directed much of it to the three units I mentioned. 

Mr. Arens. That is for channeling purposes ? 

Mr. Fisuman. That is for channeling purposes. 

Mr. Arens. Is the volume of Communist propaganda emanating 
from abroad which is subject to your surveillance increasing or de- 
creasing ? 

Mr. Fisuman. It has been increasing steadily. In 1958 we had a 
total of some 4,897,000 odd mail parcels. So the figure for 1959 
reflected an increase of some 18 percent. To come more specifically 
to the Port of San Francisco, where we have just recently completed 
our study, in 1959 there were over one million mail parcels containing 
some 2,032,000 pieces of printed matter. 

In 1958 there were only 945,000 mail parcels, so here, too, we reflect 
an increase. None of these figures, of course, includes the return-to- 
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the-homeland or redefection material which comes in the first-class 
mail, 

Mr. Arens. I expect to pursue that line of inquiry with you in just 
2 moment, Mr. Fishman. I want the record to reflect those areas 
which are subject to your surveillance and those areas which are not 
subject to your surveillance. 

Does the Customs Service, which maintains at least a watchfulness 
over this flood of Communist propaganda, have access to what we call 
first-class mail? 

Mr. Fisuman. No. Under the Constitution, first-class mail is not 
subject fo examination. 

Mr. Arens. Does the Customs Service have access, in a surveillance 
pattern, to Communist propaganda channeled by diplomatic routes / 

Mr. Fisaman. By reciprocal agreements, we do not have access to 
diplomatic mail. 

Mr. Arens. Does the Customs Service have access to Communist 
propaganda which comes in bulk shipment. for redistribution to dis- 
semination points which, in turn, distribute the material outside the 
United States? 

Mr. Fistoran. No; we have no control over that either. 

Mr. Arens. Then there are vast areas in which Communist propa- 
ganda is coming into the United States which are not subject. to offi- 
cial scrutiny, let alone official censor or official labeling; is that 
correct 

Mr. Fisuman. That is correct. 1 would like to add a very specific 
avenue, and that is by way of the agents who are registered with the 
Department of Justice. They may, of course, bring in tons of it with- 
out any control by any Government agency. 

Mr. Arens. 1 want to make the record clear on that. A person in 
the United States who is registered with the Department of Justice 
under the Foreign Agents Registration Act and comes forward and 
says “I am a foreien agent of the Soviet Union”—or Red China or 
any one of the captive countries—“and am regularly receiving Com- 
munist propaganda for redistribution,” can receive an unlimited 
quantity, can he not / 

Mr. Fisuman. That. is correct. 

Mr. Arens. Ile can distribute an unlimited quantity under our 
existing laws and procedures, can he noi? 

Mr. Fisuman. That is correct. The Congress contemplated that by 
registration these people would be brought out into the open, their ac- 
tivities would be well known, and that that. would suffice. 

Mr. Arens. But in the course of your experience in the United 
States Customs Service, including your most recent examination of 
this quantity of Communist propaganda which you have brought for 
display purposes here to this committee, you have yet to see a single 
piece of Communist propaganda being brought into the United States 
which is labeled as Communist propaganda in accordance with the pro- 
visions of the Foreign Agents Registration Act; is that correct ¢ 

Mr. Frsuiman. That is correct. 

Mr. Arens. Are you in a position to give us, first of all, the range 
of the recipients of this Communist propaganda? Is it directed to 
schools and colleges in the United States? 
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Mr. FisumMan. Yes. We have some general idea of how the ma- 
terial is directed. It is directed, of course, primarily and princi- 
pally to people who have their heritage in the countries now under 
Communist psec a and control. It is directed to colleges, univer- 
sities, and secondary schools, to every organization associated with 
these schools. 

Mr. Arens. Whether or not they solicit it; is that correct ? 

Mr. Fisuman. For the most part, this material is unsolicited. It is 
merely sent to them with or without their consent. 

Mr. Arens. 5 “ifically does this Communist propaganda that you 
have displayed here say ‘This is Communist propaganda” or does it 
give any overt indication that it is part of the propaganda apparatus 
of the world Communist conspiracy ¢ 

Mr. Fisuman. No. Much of this material bears absolutely no indi- 
cation of origin. A good deal of it does, of course, but it is not la- 
beled as contemplated by the law. 

Mr. Arens. To the uninitiated reader who does not know the vari- 
ous Communist lines in the various areas of the world and the objec- 
tives of the apparatus in each of the segments of our society, does it 
reveal to him that it is Communist propaganda / 

Mr. Fisuman. No. 

Mr. Arens. How about the material which is being sent into the 
United States from international Communist fronts which are based 
in the free countries of the world ¢ 

Mr. Fisuman. Much of that material bears absolutely no indication 
that the publisher or the production of the material has been subsi- 
dized by the Communist movement. 

As 1 mentioned a few minutes ago, a great deal of material is 
directed to the youth of this country and a to the youth of every 
other democratic country. But a great deal of that latter material 
comes from places other than the Soviet-bloc countries. 

Mr. Arens. Can you tell us the segments of our society which are 
the principal recipients of this Communist propaganda? If you 
please, state first of all those in the San Francisco area. 

Mr. FisumMan. Here in San Francisco, the fertile ground, of course, 
would be the overseas Chinese. 

Mr. Arens. How many overseas Chinese are there ? 

Mr. Fisuman. Our last information, and perhaps it is not authen- 
tic, is that there are some 12 million overseas Chinese around the 
world. Just how many there are in the Western States we do not 
know. The last census, I think, for this particular area was some 
40,000. That may be way off, judging by the volume of this mail 
which now comes to San Francisco. 

But that would be a fertile ground here in this area. In other 
areas—for example, in the Illinois area—it would be the people work- 
ing «gga who perhaps came originally from Poland or Czecho- 
slovakia. 

Mr. Arens. In a ludicrous vein, let me ask you a question before it 
slips my mind. Does the international Communist apparatus let 
down its bars and let American material, material propagandizing 
other people respecting the cause of freedom, enter the Iron Curtain 
countries freely without restriction, without labeling ? 

_ Mr. Fisuman. Not to my knowledge. We have some understand- 
ing with regard to one magazine that goes into the Soviet. Union and 
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one, perhaps, that goes into Poland. But every effort made to estab- 
lish a quid-pro-quo exchange agreement has never been very successful. 

Mr. Arens. Are some of these magazines which you have on display 
here designed for women’s groups? 

Mr. Fisuman. Yes. I doubt whether any facet of our democratic 
life has been ignored. 

Mr. Arens. They hit all segments of our society ? 

Mr. Fisuman. Including the young children; and, of course, every 
phase of life is covered, women, young women, the worker. 

Mr. Arens. What is the nature of the line that they are propagan- 
dizing in each of the principal areas of their activity ? 

Mr. Fisuman. That is a little difficult to describe in a brief time. 
Actually, right at this moment, and until last week, 1 guess, the propa- 
ganda material which emanated in the Soviet Union had pretty much 
toned down. 

Mr. Arens. Is it becoming more subtle; is that what you mean ? 

Mr. Fistmman. It became more subtle and gave the overtones of the 
Camp David spirit. The material from the mainland of China, how- 
ever, never varies. It continues just about as tough as possible. That 
is reflected in the material here which emanates in China and now in 
Communist Korea. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Fishman, I see you have some mail sacks which you 
have brought in. Can you tell us what these mail sacks are? If we 
are not violating some regulation, is there a mail sack which you could 
open at random to determine the nature of the contents of the sacks? 

Mr. Fisuman. As the committee has suggested, we have here a num- 
ber of mail sacks submitted to our unit in the past 2 days by the Post 
Office Department and which we have not yet reached for examination. 
Any of them are available for examination by the committee, but we 
do have a restriction against exhibiting the name and address of the 
recipient. 

Mr. Arens. Is it permissible and can you open a mail sack now 
before the committee in order to give us an indication of the percent- 
age, we will say first of all, the percentage of the mail coming into 
San Francisco from Red China which is outright Communist propa- 
ganda and the percentage which has redefection material and the 
percentage which has other material? 

Mr. Fistrman. We will be glad to open a sack. 

Mr. Arens. I would suggest, if you please that you just take a fair 
sampling, so we do not consume any more time than ought to be used. 

Will you just proceed at your own pace to give us a word descrip- 
tion of what you find in that mail sack ? 

Mr. Fisuman. This particular sack comes directly from the main- 
land of China. We have several that come by way of Hong Kong. 
I will have to depend on Mr. Louie for translation of the contents of 
these packages. 

Ron Arens. May I suggest you just do a sampling of two or three of 
them 

Mr. Fisuman. This isa copy of “China Reconstructs.” 

Mr. Arens. Is that being sent to an individual recipient or an 
institution ? 

Mr. Fisuman. This is addressed to an individual here in California. 
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Mr. Arens. Is there any indication on the literature which is being 
— it is in compliance with the Foreign Agents Registration 
Act 

Mr. Fisnman. Nothing that I can see on the wrapper. : 

This is a newspaper in the Chinese language, entitled “People’s 
Daily,” printed on the mainland of China. There are quite a few 
copies of this newspaper in this lot. . ; 

ere are two copies of “Evergreen,” the magazine of Chinese youth 
and students. It is addressed to someone in Portland, Oregon. 

This envelope is addressed to Comanche, Lowa. It contains a copy 
of Evergreen, the magazine of Chinese youth and students, and a 
copy of China Reconstructs. 

Mr. Arens. Is there any advertising in these magazines which you 
are displaying which would give any indication that they are paid for 
by advertisers or sustained in a businesslike manner ? 

Mr. Fisuman. No; there is no advertising whatsoever in these maga- 
zines, which indicates quite clearly that the publication is completely 
subsidized. 

Mr. Arens. Completely subsidized by the Communists ? 

Mr. FisuMman. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. How do these various magazines compare in quality of 
presentation, from the standpoint of pictorial content and the like, 
with other magazines? 

Mr. Fisuman. They compare quite favorably. They are probably 
very expensive to produce. 

Mr. Arens. Would you kindly take a moment to characterize some 
of the typical material you have on display there, which I understand 
has been processed by the San Francisco Port of Entry in the course 
of the last few weeks ¢ 

Mr. Fisuman. Similar publications are with the members of the 
committee. 

This one, “Communist” No. 4, 1960, which is a publication of the 
Central Committee of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, con- 
tains, of course, the usual type of attack on SEATO and CENTO; 
but. we picked this out particularly because of an article dealing with 
the congressional Committee on Un-American Activities. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Fishman, you have visited certain areas of the 
world making a study of the world Communist propaganda drive re- 
lating not only to that material which goes into the United States but 
into other areas of the world; is that true? 

Mr, Fisuman. That is right. 

Mr. Arens. You have done so at the behest of the Committee on 
Un-American Activities and have submitted certain summary factual 
statements to the committee respecting the results of your survey; is 
that correct 

Mr. FisuMan. That is correct. 

Mr, Arens. Can you give us an overall appraisal, first of all, of 
what the Communists are doing worldwide, let us say near home in 
the Caribbean? Do you have any information on what they are 
doing out of San Juan, Puerto Rico, with propaganda beamed into 
the Spanish-speaking countries of this hemisphere / 

Mr. Fisuman. A great deal of Communist propaganda material is 
printed in the Spanish language. Actually, that reflected here on 
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the table is prepared in Mexico and is directed to Central, South, and 
Latin America, and also into the San Juan area. Much of it is anti- 
American and tends to foster hate for Americans and for our foreign 
policies. 

Mr. Arens. Does this spirit of Camp David that you alluded to a 
moment ago prevail in the Communist penyegins which they are 
beaming into other countries of the world ¢ 

Mr. Fisuman. No. It is directed and concentrated specifically to 
material which comes here from the Soviet Union into the United 
States. 

Mr. Arens. Do you have an estimate as to the dollar expenditures 
by the Communists—a rough estimate—in the one single drive which 
they are beaming in literature of this kind which is being quarter- 
backed or controlled by the Communists out of San Juan, Puerto 
Rico, into the Latin American countries / 

Mr. Fishman. No. We had to depend pretty much on information 
which is supplied by the U.S. Information Service. 

Mr. Arens. What is the nature of that information, in summary 
form, as to the dollar expenditures! It has to be rough because we 
are translating rubles into dollars. 

Mr. Fisuman. I seem to recall that they talked about $10 million 
being expended in one specific program. 

Mr. Arens. Just one program out of Mexico? 

Mr. Fisuman. That is correct. 

Mr. Arens. Do they have similar programs in every nook and 
corner of the globe? 

Mr. FisuMan. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Does the line of the Communists vary in accordance 
with their particular objective in a specific area of the world ? 

Mr, Fisuman. There isn’t any doubt about that. Right now, for 
example, there is a great deal of cooperation being exhibited between 
the Soviets and Cuba, and jointly prepared anti-American propaganda 
is being dissemina 

Mr. Arens. We have so much material we want to cover in the 
course of our relatively brief stay here that I would like to ask you 
just a question or two respecting the redefection program from 
China and respecting the pressures which the examination by the 
Customs Service indicates are presently being exercised by the Com- 
munists in Red China against American citizens of Chinese extraction 
here in the United States. 

Would you kindly give us a brief summary comment on that? 
Then we would like to hear from your two colleagues. 

Mr. Fisuman. There is no question but that a great deal of effort 
is being made to concentrate on overseas Chinese. We have observed 
from the material which reaches here in San Francisco that every 
effort is made to explain to overseas Chinese the advantages of a 
return to the homeland, for example. 

This program, this redefection program, is not new to us. It 
has been in existence from the Soviet-bloc countries for many years. 
As I mentioned before, the information which we had given, the 
statistical information, did not include the redefection program. 

Mr. Arens. Which comes through the first-class mail? 


t 
q t 


COMMUNIST PARTY—-NORTHERN CALIFORNIA DISTRICT 1945 


Mr. Fisuman. That is right. We estimated that, in a given year, 
a million and a half first-class letters are sent. to people who have their 
origins in foreign countries, pointing out the advantages of redefection 
and also playing on their sentiments and their attachment for their 
homeland. 

Mr. Arens. Is therea solicitation of funds? 

Mr. Fisuman. We have some evidence to that effect; but as 1 men- 
tioned before a good deal of this information, in order to be verified, 
would have to be taken from first-class mail. We have no access to 
first-class mail and our only basis for examining a piece of first-class 
mail would be on the ground that we suspected that it contained a 
prohibited article. 

In such a case, under the law and under the joint regulations be- 
tween the Post Office and the Treasury Departments, we would have 
to go to the addressee and get his written permission to open the 
mail, We have done that in many cases in connection with redefection 
material. 

The committee may be interested in knowing that many of the 
answers we have received are to the effect that we should keep the mail 
from the addressees. They want no part of any of this mail. Most 
of the recipients seem to be afraid that this is an effort to contact them 
for one purpose or another. 

They have, to a great extent, indicated to us that in leaving their 
homes and countries they had escaped control. But now here they are 
being followed, I have one or two of these letters to which I would 
like to make reference. 

Here is a letter from one individual in which he says: 


Please do not allow anything from Communist countries to be sent on to 
me. 

Here is a letter authorizing us to open an envelope and saying: 

I do not know what it is all about, and don’t give my address to the sender 
under any circumstances. 

Mr. Wiis. Those letters are addressed to you as an American 
official 

Mr. Fisuman, That is right, addressed to us in response to our 
request for permission to open the package. 

Here is a letter, “I am an Estonian and I hate communism and 
fear Communists. When we lived in New York I dropped out of the 
Estonian group because there were Communist spies in it. This piece 
of mail from East Germany I presume is an effort to maintain con- 
tact and I do not want it. Please destroy it immediately,” and so on. 

We have dozens of other letters. One reads: 

If this package contains any Communist papers or other matters, just dump 
it in the trash or transmit it to the FBI. Don’t send me anything. 

In other words, many of these people are just scared to death every 
time they hear from these areas. | ‘ 

_ Mr. Arens. Mr. Fishman, this committee has had under considera- 
tion and has made recommendations, from time to time, to the House 
of Representatives and to the administrative agencies respecting pro- 
posals which the committee had in mind for attempting to label—as 
the law requires—the Communist propaganda which is sent in here. 
Of course, we know the Communists and the Communist dupes and 
the suckers say we are trying to engage in censorship. 
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I would like to ask you if it would help you in your attempts to 
control this flood of Communist propaganda if the law provided that 
the labeling take place prior to the actual physical reception of this 
material on American soil ? 

Mr. Fisuman. The agency I represent, of course, has an official 
viewpoint, and so have many of the other administrative agencies. 
Personally, and from my own experience with this work, I believe an 
sumendment to the Foreign Agents Registration Act in two respects 
would be of great help. One, of course, would be in connection with 
this general work. We operate very much on the basis of an opinion 
of the Attorney General given in 1940, which has been criticized by 
lawyers’ groups, and perhaps to some degree justly. 

The Foreign Agents Registration Act does not, at the present time, 
appear to provide that this material be properly labeled at the time of 
importation, a requirement which attached to many other classes of 
merchandise such as you mentioned, food and drugs and products from 
foreign countries and so on. 

These products require compliance with existing law at the time of 
importation and not after the material reaches the United States. 
Presently a foreign agent, for example, may import tons of this mate- 
rial and the requirement that he label it ne doesn’t attach until 
he disseminates it in the United States. We think it would be of im- 
measurable help to the administrative agencies if this requirement 
attached at the time of importation. 

I think another angle that should be explored, and perhaps amend- 
ments to the law made, would deal with the issue of how to control 
Communist propaganda materials coming from friendly countries. 

Mr. Arens. We have virtually nosurveillance over that ¢ 

Mr. Fisuman. No. I think if it were not mandatory for us to es- 
tablish an agency relationship between the sender and the foreign 
government, we would be in a position to control a good deal more of 
that type of material. 

Mr. Arens. Do you have any suggestions, Mr. Fishman, which you 
could make to the committee respecting any control devices on Com- 
munist propaganda which is being shipped in transit, say from 
Mexico up through Texas, via New Orleans, and on to the Spanish- 
speaking countries of the hemisphere ? 

Mr. Fisuman. That would require a review of the International 
Postal Union Agreement. 

Mr, Arens. Is this transshipment of Communist propaganda in 
transit in considerable quantity ¢ 

Mr. FisuMan. It is in very large quantities. The issue before the 
administrative agencies and the enforcement agencies is the permis- 
sion granted in the International Postal Union Agreement, which con- 
templates that member nations carry closed mails through their 
countries. 

Much of this propaganda we speak of is in closed mails. We have 
no access to it and we have no way of doing anything about it. So 
as I say, that agreement, to which the Soviet Union is a signatory, 
should be given some review by the Congress, perhaps with a view 
toward providing access to the closed mails, especially when we know 
it is prohibited matter. Of course, the other facet of the Foreign 
Agents Registration Act which may be of some help is that which 
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contemplates that on representation by a South American republic 
to this country, we could stop this in-transit flow. 

These are both provisions of law which should be reviewed if we 
are to have any 

Mr, Arens. I should like, if it meets with the chairman’s approval, 
to interrogate briefly Mr. Wong, who is Mr. Fishman’s associate, on 
one facet of this problem. 

Mr. Wiis. Proceed. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Wong, you have been sworn by the chairman on this 
record. 

Mr. Wona. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Would you kindly move closer to the microphone? I 
am sure the committee cannot hear you, Mr. —— 

Would you give us, please, sir, Just a word of your own personal 
background? 

Mr. Wonge. I have been employed by the United States Customs Serv- 
ice for 4 years, and previous to that I was employed at the Immi- 
gration Service as an interpreter. 

Mr. Arens. For purposes of identification, you are of Chinese 
extraction ¢ 

Mr. Wone. That is right. 

Mr. Arens. And you read the Chinese language ¢ 

Mr. Wong. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. I take it that part of your duty, if not all of your duty, 
is to maintain a look-out on the processing of the Red Chinese Commu- 
nist propaganda which is being beamed via this port of entry; is that 
correct ¢ 

Mr. Wong. That is right. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Wong, I would suggest in the interest of brevity 
that you proceed at your own pace to tell the committee the significant 
items of information which, in your judgment, ought to be on this 
public record. 

Mr. Wone. I am assigned to the Restricted Merchandise Unit here 
in San Francisco as a reviewer of printed materials in the Chinese 
language. I have been asked to comment on the effect of the Chinese 
publications sent to the United States, intended for distribution 
among people of Chinese origin. 

There has been a great deal of material, mostly anti-American, and 
a general discussion of many kinds and types imported would take a 
great deal of time. I would, however, like to mention one particular 
phase of this program. 

This has to do with the effort made by the Communist line to ex- 
plain to overseas Chinese that the Government of China affords ex- 
cellent opportunity for overseas Chinese returning to China and that 
their problems can be made quite simple for both these returned 
Chinese and their families. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Wong, do you live in San Francisco? 

Mr. Wone. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. What is the effect, if you are able to tell us, of the prop- 
aganda which is emanating from Red China, let us say on the first 
generation Americans of Chinese ancestry ¢ 

Mr. Wone. Well, the effect has been considerable. Most Chinese, 
prior to 1954, did not like the Government of China because of the 
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fact that they were blackmailed and the members of their families 
tortured. But since they feel by reading this propaganda that the 
present regime is interested in their welfare, that they don’t have 
unemployment in China—they feel that China is very good. 

I heard some Chinese remark “Who says the Government of China 
is no good ¢” 

Mr. Arens. The Chinese propaganda coming into the country, and 
I say this facetiously, of course, does not reveal the commune system 
which is in existence there, in which families are split up; it doesn’t 
reveal the millions which have been destroyed, body and soul, by this 
awful regime in Red China, does it ? 

Mr. Wone. Well, not generally. 

Mr. Arens. Describe a commune, Mr. Wong? 

Mr. Wonc. A commune is an organization formed in a particular 
district or area of China in an attempt to maintain economic self- 
sufficiency, that is, people live together, work together, for the greater 
part of the day, and they have just barely enough to live by. 

Mr. Arens. Are they forced to do so, or is it a voluntary process? 

Mr. Wone. Normally they are supposed to enroll according to their 
own will, but pressure is exerted against them for them to join. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Wong, do you have any other comment you would 
like to make on this record before we proceed to other matters ? 

Mr. Wone. No. 

Mr. Arens. Does Mr. Fishman’s other colleague, Mr. Louie, have 
any comment which he would like to make on this record ? 

Mr. Louie. I don’t have any. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Fishman, is there any other significant item of 
information that you would like to supply at this time? 

Mr. Fisuman. No; we have nothing to add to that which we have 
already submitted. We plan to prepare and draft for the committee 
a complete report on the results of our study. 

Mr. Arens. I have one area that I forgot to ask you about; namely, 
the extent to which the Communists are intensifying their drive to 
condition the minds of the youth of this country. 

Mr. Fisuman. That program has become an intense one, and abso- 
lutely no effort or expense has been spared in covering every college, 
university, and secondary school in the United States 

The volume of student material continues to increase and from what 
started out to be a mere handful of material now occupies a very sig- 
nificant part of all of the overall picture. There isn’t a language 
which has been ignored. There are Soviet youth program materials 
in Chinese, Hungarian, every other language used in the Soviet-bloc 
countries as well as English. 

Of course, as you probably may recall, there has been a concentra- 
tion of effort and the expenditure of a great deal of money in arrang- 
ing for student meetings in the various countries of the Soviet bloc. 

Mr. Arens. Of course, they pane nemnie under the guise of peace, 
friendship, and so on; is that correct 

Mr. Fisuman. The front organizations are the International Union 
of Students and the World Federation of Democratic Youth. Both 
print their material and indicate the place of publication, varying 
from Hungary to Czechoslovakia, and so forth. 
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But there isn’t any question, judging by the class of the material, 
the nature of it, and the low cost, that it is entirely subsidized. One 
can subscribe, for example, to a youth publication for $1 a year. 

Mr. Arens. The Communist propaganda, the Communist technique, 
and the Communist line are to masquerade behind a facade of human- 
itarlanism, is it not 4 

Mr. Fisuman. That is true. 

Mr. Arens. You never see in the Communist propaganda a revela- 
tion of the conspiracy, do you? 

Mr. Fisuman. No. 

Mr. Arens. J. Edgar Hoover, in his book “Masters of Deceit’”— 
I believe he quite pointedly used that title—said that the Communists 
use propaganda to condition the minds of people, masquerading be- 
hind a facade of that which would be appealing. 

Mr. FisumMan. That isa basic tenet of the program. 

Mr. Arens. I have just been advised by one of our staff members 
that there is a demonstration going on right around this building 
against this committee by people—— 

Mr. Wiis. That will not be tolerated, that applause from the 
audience. 

Mr. Arens. —by people who have been enlisted by the Communists 
in response to the propaganda which they have received respecting 
this committee. Is that the technique which you see revealed in the 
propaganda which you have displayed to this committee today ? 

Mr. Fisuman. There have been considerable and ample evidences 
of that. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that will conclude 
the staff interrogation of this witness. 

Mr. Wuuts. [ have one or two questions. 

Mr. Fishman, how long did you say you have been connected with 
the Federal Government? 

Mr. FisumMan. Over 32 years. 

Mr. Wiu1s. How long have you been engaged in watching over the 
speantnast and administration of the Foreign Agents Registration 
aw 

Mr. Fisuman. Approximately 10 years. 

Mr. Wi111s. I suppose you have sampled, or supervised the sam- 
pling of, considerable propaganda material, certainly running into the 
millions; is that right 4 

Mr. Fisuman. That is right. 

Mr. Wis. That is, propaganda material which you have talked 
about. Is that correct? 

Mr. Fisuman. That is correct. 

Mr. Wixuis. You did open several magazines which you took out of 
the sack, and I see you have considerably more spread out on the table 
before you. Did I understand you to say that the magazines that you 
sampled this morning did not contain advertising ? 

Mr. Fisuman. None of these on the table here today contains any 
era other than indicating how to subscribe for the particular 
material. 

Mr. Wituts. Has that been the pattern that you found and saw over 
the years under your experience ? 
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Mr. Fisuman. I don’t recall in all of my experience ever seeing 
a publication of any type from the Soviet-bloc countries or from 
China which contained any advertising at all. 

Mr. Wiuuts. Do I understand, then, that these publications are not 
really self-supporting, but are purely propaganda material ¢ 

Mr. Fisuman. That is obvious. As a matter of fact to indicate to 
you that no facet of this program has been ignored, there are a great 
many scientific and educational books and magazines sent to the United 
State and sold in bookshops which are connected in some way with 
the Communist movement. 

These highly technical books retail for prices which make it obvious 
that they could not possibly cover the cost of production. 

Mr. Wiu1s. From your testimony, I gather that the present law 
that you have been engaged in trying to enforce is wholly deficient in 
this sense; that it is not workable; is that right ¢ 

Mr. Fisuman. It doesn’t provide the legal basis we think we should 
have in order to function properly and adequately. 

Mr. Wituis. You certainly have given us evidence to indicate that 
should be the subject of serious consideration in the shape of amenda- 
tory legislation. 

Mr. Fisuman. Thank you. 

Mr. Wituts. Mr. Johansen? 

Mr. JOHANSEN. I have one question, Mr. Fishman. One matter I 
would like to pursue just a little further. 

You have some examples and made some references to first-class 
mail, the recipients of which, in returning it, indicated a great concern 
that they not receive further mail of that type or that their for- 
warding addresses not be given to the senders of the mail; is that 
correct 

Mr. Fisuman. That is correct. 

Mr. JoHansen. You spoke of what seemed to me to indicate a fear 
of this mail on the part of the recipients. Could you elaborate a 
little as to the nature of it? Is it fear of continued involvement with 
Communists abroad? Is it fear of efforts to control or utilize these 

rsons now in the United States? Is it fear of blackmail, extortion ? 

s it fear of what might happen to their relatives in the Iron Curtain 
countries 

Mr. Fispman. All of those are no doubt true. The addresses are 
obtained by the propaganda machine through the medium of organ- 
ization listings. For example, there is one organization, the Polish- 
American Congress, which has some 50,000 members. 

By obtaining the roster you have 50,000 people that can be written 
to from Poland, or from any other Soviet country. The people who 
receive this material, or who are advised of its presence here, have 
probably reached a point in their lives in the United States where 
they feel no attachment to any organization or any government other 
than the United States. 

All of a sudden they receive a letter which asks them to do a number 
of things, to give information, for example, or comment on life in the 
United States, and so on, and each one of these people, without know- 
edge of the other having been contacted, feels that Gis Masheoi singled 
out as a contact point. 

Mr. JouanseEn. In other words, it is a penuine fear of dangers they 
envision from these Communist countries ? 
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Mr. FisomMan. That is right. 

Mr. JoHANsEN. It is not a fear that the FBI or the Un-American 
oo avery Committee will hound them because they received this 
mall, 1s 1t 

Mr. Fisuman. No. On the contrary, I think publicity as is given 
to this redefection program by a hearing such as this and by observa- 
tions made by the House Committee on Un-American Activities in 
the past, has allayed many of these fears. People realize this is part 
of one great Communist program and it is not just something directed 
to the individual. 

Mr. JoHansen. In view of some of the allegations of the terror 
tactics of this committee, I wanted the record to be very clear as to 
what quarter they directed their fears. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I believe Mr. Wong has an additional 
comment he wanted to make, if you please. 

Mr. Wong. Sir, a little while ago you asked me if the Chinese here 
in the United States know of the communes. What I was saying is 
that they don’t actually know the inner organization of the communes, 
but they have heard of the communes. 

The Communist Government is very subtle in hiding what they 
actually have to do ina commune. All the Chinese Government tells 
them is that in a commune system they live very well and have 
nurseries taking care of their children and that their wives are free 
for work, for construction, and that they are living in government 
quarters, eating in communal mess halls, and they have no worries. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that will con- 
clude the staff interrogation of these three witnesses. 

Mr. Wiuuis. Thank you very much, gentlemen. 

The committee will take an informal recess of 5 minutes. 

(A short recess was taken. Present at time of recess, Representa- 
tives Willis and Johansen.) 

(At the expiration of the recess the following members of the sub- 
committee were present ; Representatives Willis and Johansen.) 

Mr. Wits. The subcommittee will please come to order. 

I would like again to admonish all in this room to cooperate and 
not applaud either in disapproval or approval of anything that goes 
on. Weare perfectly happy to have all of you. 

I notice we have people standing in the aisles, which we do not 
usually permit, out of orderliness. I certainly do not want to do 
anything to alter that privilege of being our guests, but I must repeat 
that we cannot afford to have demonstrations. 

Mr. Arcute Brown (from the audience). Well, why did you send 
cards only to your friends?) Why didn’t you send cards to our friends? 
Why didn’t I get some cards to send to my friends here? There isn’t 
a ae person in this hall. There are only white people. How come 
you didn’t give me cards to give to my friends? 

Mr. Wix1s. Will you escort the gentleman out of the room please? 

Mr. Brown. Are you going to enforce my subpena? Are you going 
to cooperate with me ? 

Mr. Wiuis. One more demonstration and we will have to clear 
the aisles. 

Mr. Counsel, please proceed. 

Mr. Arens. The next witness, if you please, will be Mr. William 
Wheeler. 


| 


1952 COMMUNIST PARTY—NORTHERN CALIFORNIA DISTRICT 


Please come forward and remain standing while the chairman 
administers an oath. 

Mr. Wits. Please raise your right hand. Do you solemnly swear 
that the testimony you are about to give before this subcommittee will 
be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you 
God? 

Mr. Wueeter. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF WILLIAM A. WHEELER 


Mr. Arens. Please identify yourself by name, residence, and 
occupation. 

Mr. Wueeer. William A. Wheeler, Los Angeles, Calif.; investiga- 
tor for the House Committee on Un-American Activities. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Wheeler, how long have vou been engaged as an 
investigator by the House Committee on Un-American Activities ? 

Mr. WHEELER. Eleven years. 

Mr. Arens. Give us, if you please, sir, just a thumbnail sketch of 
your employment prior to the time that you became an investigator for 
the Committee on Un-American Activities. 

Mr. Wueerer. A Deputy United States Marshal, Los Angeles, 
Calif.; United States Secret Service, Los Angeles and Washington, 
D.C.; United States Military Intelligence, both service in the United 
States and overseas: back to the United States Secret Service; and 
with the committee since August 1948. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I wonder if we could have a little more 
order. It is very difficult for me to hear the witness, and I am sure 
it is difficult for him to hear me with the hubbub here. 

Mr. Witu1s. We cannot hear the witness up here. We must have 
order. I regret to say that if there will be any more demonstrations 
I will have to clear the aisles. You must agree to be quiet. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Wheeler, did you, in the course of the recent past, 
from confidential sources of unimpeachable integrity, procure certain 
documents 

Mr. Wueecer. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Do these documents relate to the proceedings of the 
17th National Convention of that conspiratorial organization on 
American soil which masquerades behind the facade of the Com- 
munist Party ? 

Mr. WuHeetrr. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Did you, in addition, procure as an investigator of 
this committee, from confidential sources of unimpeachable integrity 
and reliability, the list of the delegates to the [17th] National Con- 
vention of the Communist Party who were delegates from the State 
of California? 

Mr. Wueeter. Delegates from the Communist Party, Northern 
District of California. 

Mr. Arens. That is what I meant tosay. I beg your pardon. With 
that correction, did you likewise procure that information ? 

Mr. Wueeter. I did, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Was the source of your information an intelligence 
source of unimpeachable reliability and integrity ? 

Mr. Wueeter. I consider it as such, sir: yes, sir. 
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Mr. Arens. Is it a source concerning which we cannot make a 
revelation on a public record because of security reasons? 

Mr. Wueeter. Yes, sir. The source should not be identified in 
public session. 

Mr. Arens. Are you satisfied, on the basis of your integrity, upon 
your investigative techniques, that the documents which you have 
procured from this source are bona fide in every respect ? 

Mr. WHEELER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Would you kindly, without characterizing the contents 
of the documents at this time, identify those documents so that they 
may be properly identified and incorporated in our record? 

Mr. Wuester. I will initial the documents. 

Mr. Arens. I prefer, if you please, that you mark them Exhibit 
1, 2, 3,4, and so forth. Exhibit No. 1 would be what document, Mr. 
Wheeler? 

Mr. Wueeier. Exhibit No. 1 is “Let Us Set Our Sights to the 
Future,” which is a keynote address by Gus Hall at the 17th National 
Convention, CP, USA. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest, if it meets with 
the approval of the chairman, that each of these documents, as Mr. 
Wheeler identifies them, be appropriately marked and incorporated 
in an appendix to this record. 

Mr. Wits. Let them be so marked and so incorporated. 

(Document marked “Committee Exhibit No. 1,” see App. p. 2205.) 

Mr. Arens. Now, will you proceed with your identification of the 
documents ¢ 

Mr. Wueeter. Document No. 2 is entitled “Introduction.” Do you 
want me to explain what it is / 

Mr. Arens. Just the general subject matter. We expect to pursue 
the contents of the document and the interpretation of the document 
by the testimony of succeeding witnesses. 

Mr. Wueever. It was a proposed introduction to resolutions passed 
by the 17th National Convention of the Communist Party in New 
York City. By the way, it was held December 10-18, 1959. 

This introduction to the resolution and Gus Hall's speech are very 
mucii the same. This introduction to the resolution makes an assess- 
ment of the situation that Khrushchev’s visit, the search for release of 
world tensions through the summit meeting, creates an opportunity 
for the Communist Party in this country to make a big leap forward. 

(Document marked “Committee Exhibit No. 2,” see App. p. 2212.) 

Mr. Wureter. The next document is entitled “General Principles.” 
It. sets forth a proposed statement of the general principles of the 
Communist Party of the United States. 

(Document marked “Committee Exhibit No. 3,” see App. p. 2216.) 

Mr. Wueeter. No. 4 is entitled “Peaceful Co- Existence.” 

(Document marked “Committee Exhibit No. 4,” see App. p. 2219.) 

Mr. Wueerer. The next document is “Competition Between the 
Two Systems.” 


1The Communist documents designated as Committee Exhibits 1 through 27 and Exhibit 
29 in the Appendix were in packets passed out to all delegates to the Communist Party's 
17th National Convention in New York City, December 10-13, 1959. Although many are 
self-explanatory, it should be made clear that Exhibits 2-23 consist of policy statements 
proposed for adoption by the convention. A comparison with resolutions finally adopted 
and subsequently publicly released shows that some of the proposed policy statements were 
substantially revised while others were subject only to minor changes in language. 
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(Document marked “Committee Exhibit No. 5,” see App. p. 2222.) 
Mr. Wuereter. Number 6 is entitled “The Current Struggle and the 
Socialist Aim.” 
(Document marked “Committee Exhibit No. 6,” see ao p. 2224.) 
Mr. Wueeter. Number 7 is “Defense and Extension of Democracy.” 
(Document marked “Committee Exhibit No. 7,” see App. P- 2228.) 
Mr. Wueeter. Number 8 is “Curbing the Monopoly Power.” 
(Document marked “Committee Exhibit No. 8,” see App. p. 2231.) 
Mr. Wuetier. Number 9 is “Class and Strategic Alliances.” 
(Document marked “Committee Exhibit No. 9,” see App. p. 2240.) 
Mr. Wueeter. Number 10 is “Independent Political Action.” 
(Document marked “Committee Exhibit No. 10,” see App. p. 2243.) 
Mr. Wueeter. Number 11 is “The Problem of Class Collaboration.” 
(Document marked “Committee Exhibit No. 11,” see App. p. 2248.) 
Mr. Wueetrr. Number 12 is “The Communist Party.” 
(Document marked “Committee Exhibit No. 12,” see App. p. 2252.) 
Mr. Wueeter. Number 13 is “Draft Declaration of Aims and 
Tasks.” 
(Document marked “Committee Exhibit No. 13,” see App. p. 2256.) 
Mr. Wueeter. Number 14 is a proposed “Resolution on Euaba.” 
(Document marked “Committee Exhibit No. 14,” see App. p. 2264.) 
Mr. Wueeter. Number 15 is entitled “The Worker,” which is the 
Communist publication in New York City. 
(Document marked “Committee Exhibit No. 15,” see App. p. 2266.) 
Mr. Wueeier. Number 16 is a “Farm Resolution.” 
(Document marked “Committee Exhibit No. 16,” see App. p. 2268.) 
Mr. Wueeter. Number 17 is a proposed “Resolution on the Work 
and Status of Women.” 
(Document marked “Committee Exhibit No. 17,” see App. p. 2270.) 
Mr. Wureter. Number 18 is a suggested “Resolution on the Youth 
Question.” 
(Document marked “Committee Exhibit No. 18,” see App. p. 2272.) 
Mr. Wueevrr. Number 19 is headed “17th Convention Resolution 
on the Negro Question in the United States.” 
(Document marked “Committee Exhibit No. 19,” see App. p. 2276.) 
ae Wueetrer. Number 20 is a proposed “Resolution on the 1960 
Elections.” 
(Document marked “Committee Exhibit No. 20,” see App. p. 2286.) 
Wueeter. Number 21 is “Draft Resolution on Trade Union 
roblems.” 
(Document marked “Committee Exhibit No. 21,” see App. p. 2290.) 
Mr. Wueeter. Number 22 is a proposal for a “Resolution on Puerto 
Rican Work in the United States.” 
(Document marked “Committee Exhibit No. 22,” see App. p. 2300.) 
Mr. Wueever. Number 23 is “Draft Resolution on Party 
Organization.” 
Document marked “Committee Exhibit No. 23,” see App. p. 2302.) 
Mr. Wueerer. Number 24 is “Disarmament and the American 
Economy.” This is a report of Hyman Lumer, National Education 
ate of the Communist Party, USA, to the 17th National 
nvention. 
(Document marked “Committee Exhibit No. 24,” see App. p. 2308.) 
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Mr. Wueeter. Number 25 is “Preconvention Discussion,” which 
outlines, more or less, what the draft resolutions are going to be, and 
which the Communist Party convention would follow. 

(Document marked “Committee Exhibit No. 25,” see App. p. 2316.) 

Mr. Wuee.ter. Number 26 is the “Report of Constitution Commit- 
tee, Proposed Changes to Party Constitution.” 

(Document marked “Committee Exhibit No. 26,” see App. p. 2335.) 

Mr. Wueeter. Number 27 is “Some Comments on the Draft Reso- 
lution, By Pettis Perry.” 

(Document marked “Committee Exhibit No. 27,” see App. p. 2338.) 

Mr. Wueeter. Number 28 is a document entitled “For the Infor- 
mation of the Party.” 

(Document marked “Committee Exhibit No. 28,” see App. p. 2350.) 

Mr. Wieeter. Number 29 is a reprint of some publication entitled, 
“On the Jewish Question,” by A. Waterman. 

(Document marked “Committee Exhibit No. 29,” see App. p. 2379.) 

Mr. Arens. Do you likewise have, Mr. Wheeler, the list of the 
delegates to the 17th [National] Convention of the Communist Party 
who were delegates from the Northern District of the Communist 
Party of California? 

Mr. Wueeter. I do, sir. They are not in the form of a document. 
They are in the form of a report based on our intelligence sources. 

Mr. Arens. Are those intaltigethes sources of unimpeachable re- 
liability and integrity ? 

Mr. Wueeter. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. I suggest you mark that document and I respectfully 
suggest, Mr. Chairman, that it likewise be incorporated in the Ap- 
pendix to this record. 

Mr. Wituts. It shall be so incorporated. 

(Document marked “Committee Exhibit No. 30,” see App. p. 2383.) 

Mr. Arens. Does that complete the listing of the documents? 

Mr. Wueeter. No, sir. There is one additional document. It is 
the members of the National Committee, CPUSA, which is a list of 
the 25 delegates-at-large of the Communist Party, USA, and the 
various members of the National Committee from the various Com- 
munist districts throughout the United States. 

Mr. Arens. That has been procured by you in the course of your 
official duties as an investigator of this committee from sources, in- 
telligence sources, of unimpeachable reliability and integrity; is that 
correct ? 

Mr. Wueetrr. That is correct. 

(Document marked “Committee Exhibit No. 31,” see App. p. 2384.) 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, does the record reflect the chairman’s 
phe these documents be incorporated in the Appendix to this 
record 

Mr. Wits. Yes, I did, but in passing from one to another, if I did 
not make it plain, all the documents identified by this witness will be 
properly marked and made a part of the Appendix to the record. 

Mr. Arens. That will conclude the interrogation of this witness, 
Mr. Chairman, if you please. 

The next witness, if you please, Mr. Chairman, will be Mrs. Bar- 
bara Hartle. 
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Please come forward and remain standing while the chairman ad- 
ministers an oath. 

Mr. Wiis. Please raise your right hand. ; 

Do you solemnly swear that the testimony you are about to give 
a truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help 

ou 

Mrs. Hartir. I do. 

Mr. Wuiu1s. Proceed, Mr. Counsel. 


TESTIMONY OF BARBARA HARTLE 


Mr. Arens. Kindly identify yourself by name, residence, and occu- 
ation. 
. Mrs. Harte. I am Mrs. Barbara Hartle. I live at Evans, Wash., 
and I ama poultry raiser by occupation. 

Mr. Arens. Mrs. Hartle, have you ever been a member of the Com- 
munist Party ? 

Mrs. Hartie. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Would you kindly, in very succinct form, give us the 
highlights of your career in the Communist Party ? 

rs. Harrie. In the latter part of 1933 or early 1934, that winter, 
I joined the Communist Party, and I was a member of it until I broke 
with the Communist Party in the spring of 1953. 

During that time I was active in very many of the activities of the 
party, and during the latter eight years was a district official of the 
ae eet District of the Communist Party, with headquarters in 

seattle. 

I was a member of the Northwest District Committee, the North- 
west District Board, the organizational secretary of the district for a 
time, for several years, and educational director of the district for 
several years. 

For nine years, up until 1950, I was a paid, full-time functionary 
of the party. For two years I was a partly subsidized underground 
member of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Arens. Did you, subsequent to your break with the Communist 
Party, or in the provess of breaking, I should say, make available to 
your Government information respecting this conspiratorial force 
on American soil ? 

Mrs. Hartie. Yes: I did. 

Mr. Arens. Just in passing, before we proceed further, as soon as 
you broke from the Communist Party did you, like many others, re- 
ceive the smears and innuendoes and character assassinations from 
members of this conspiratorial force and from the suckers and dupes 
whom they are able to enlist in front of them ? 

Mrs. Yes. 

Mr. Axens. Mrs. Hartle, we have made available to you in the 
course of the last several weeks copies of these documents which have 
been identified by Mr. Wheeler in the course of the last several minutes 
on this record, have we not ? 

Mrs. Hartie. Yes. 

Mr. Arrns. Based upon your background and experience as a mem- 
ber of the Communist Party in the high echelons of the party, and your 
familiarity with party semantics and party techniques, did you, at the 
request of this committee, make an extensive study of these documents 
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and of other security information respecting the activities and pro-- 
gram of the Communist Party of the United States? 

Mrs. Hartte. Yes, I did. 

Mr. Arens. Before we proceed further in Sony saci T should like 
to ask you, were you arrested as a one-time -core member of the 
Communist Party under the Smith Act ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Were you actually sentenced under the Smith Act as 
a hard-core of the party itself? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. You have, have you not, broken irrevocably from this 
conspiratorial force ? 

Mrs. Hartie. That I certainly have. 

Mr. Arens. You have found your way back to God and patriotism ; 
is that correct ¢ 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Mrs. Hartle, before we proceed further, may I ask you 
a general characterization, based upon your study of these documents 
which have been made available to you, how serious now, this instant, 
is the Communist operation on American soil ? 

Mrs. Harrie. The Communist operation in this country at the 
present time, in my opinion, based on studying this material and other 
material—the Communist movement is carrying on very serious ac- 
ptt is very enthusiastic about the gains that it can make, and based 
on the contacts which it is able to make again, and the dupes that it 
is able to recruit as members, is indeed, a rising menace and peril to 
our country. 

Mr. Arens. How does the menace, the strength and the force of 
the Communist conspiracy on American soil, compare now, say, with 
the past 10 or 15 years? 

Mrs. Harrte. It is a greater menace now than at any time in that 
last period. 

Mr. Arens. I would like to clarify the record on that point, if you 
please. So many dupes of the Communists and uninformed say that 
we have relatively little to fear from the Communist Party as a formal 
entity, and they use the illustration of the glass of water. They say, 
“Let this glass of water, which I now have in my hand, represent 
the 180 million people in the United States.” 

Then they say, “Drop into that glass of water a few drops of red 
ink representing the Communists in the Communist Party, All you 
see is a slight discoloration. Therefore, on a percentage basis, pro- 
portionately, there is little to fear from this operation.” 

Mrs. Hartle, based upon your experience in the conspiracy, and 
upon your study of the operation, what is your appraisal of this 
analogy? Isit fallacious or is it valid? 

Mrs. Hartte. It is a _—_ fallacious argument because it appar- 
ently is made by persons who have no idea of the nature of the organi- 
zation that calls itself the Communist Party. 

It is a very closely knit, highly organized, highly disciplined group 
that works more like an Army than it does like a politica] party. 

Mr. Arens. Is the formal entity, known as the ene Party, 
all of the Communist operations on American soil, or is it only a part 
of the total Communist operation on American soil ? 
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Mrs. Harrie. The Communist Party, as such, is only one facet, one 
organization, one form of activity of the Communist conspiracy. 

Mr. Arens. Are there any Communists under Communist discipline 
doing the work of the Communist conspiracy, consciously doing it, 
who do not have formal membership in the sense that you and I might 
have a membership in a church or ina club? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes. There isa large group of Communist followers 
or associates who do not have and maintain formal membership, the 
paying of dues or attending the various regular meetings, or even 
carrying out all of the regular discipline that pertains to all the activ- 
ities. But they are persons who do follow the discipline of the Com- 
munist Party insofar as their activities are concerned and their field 
of work is concerned, and they are responsive to the party. 

Mr. Arens. I have been engaged in this work with congressional 
committees, developing information on the Communist operation, for 
14 years. I am constantly amazed, at the extent to which a relatively 
few trained, dedicated, hard-core conspirators, masquerading behind 
the facade of humanitarianism, can suck in and use and condition 
non-Communists. 

Can you give us from your own experience in the conspiracy the 
techniques which are used by the few Communists, to condition non- 
Communists to do their dirty work ¢ 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes, I can, because that really is the central work of 
the Communist Party. Building its own organization, recruiting 
members into the Communist Party and keeping it going is not for 
itself alone. 

The Communist Party, itself, says that; that the Communist Party 
is a vanguard organization, it is a leadership organization. It is 
the hub of the wheel that turns all the other organizations that it is 
connected with through its members. 

The Communist Party told me when I first joined that a member in 
the Communist Party would not be a good member or an effective one 
unless he had at least 100 people who would follow him on one issue 
or another, and that a really good Communist is capable of leading and 
influencing thousands of persons. 

This is done through members of the Communist Party being in 
trade unions—— 

Mr. Arens. Does the party instruct its comrades to make known to 
the non-Communists, whom they expect to condition and to use, that 
they are Communists ? 

Mrs. Harrie. No. That is part—that is a very important part of 
the united front technique. It goes this way: We will work for Negro 
rights, or we will work for youth needs and, therefore, we will try 
and interest youth or Negro people, and other persons interested in 
that issue, to go along on some question. 

It is understood in united front work that you can’t come out and 
say you are a Communist, because that would be work of the Com- 
munist Party in its own name. 

Mr. Arens. That brings us to a difficult problem that this committee 
is constantly confronted with, and I would like to ask your reaction 
to it. 

When this committee pursues a Communist, say, a schoolteacher, 
the comrades and those suckers in front of the comrades and those who 
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they have duped say we are investigating education. When this com- 
mittee pursues a hard-core Communist in a labor organization, the 
comrades and the suckers and those they can condition in front of the 
suckers, put up the cry that we are investigating labor. 

When this committee pursues a Communist conspirator in any area 
of our society, the comrades, those in front of the comrades and the 
suckers in front of those, start the same cry, and they are successful 
in conditioning the minds of a great number of people. 

Based upon your experience, Mrs. Hartle, as a hard-core con- 
spirator yourself, at one time in the Communist Party, tell us how 
that process is evolved by the comrades. 

Mrs. Hartte. In the course of united front work, the Communist 
Party teaches its members how to combat what it calls red-baiting, 
and it teaches the Communist Party members the technique of how to 
get across to broader masses of people, non-Communists, that pursuing 

ommunists in an organization is not really for the purpose of getting 
the Communists, but it is for the purpose of smashing that organiza- 
tion or that aim. They say that that is red-baiting that organization. 

Communists say that the committee, for example, is trying to smash 
the schools, not the Communists in the schools, or it is trying to smash 
the unions, not the Communists in the unions. 

Mr. Arens. Do they explain in any of the sessions of the comrades, 
and I say this facetiously, that this committee is after Communists, 
after conspirators, and that is our sole and exclusive function? Do 
they make that clear ? 

Mrs. Hartie. No, they don’t make that clear even in the Communist 
Party, because even there they continue to carry on the line that the 
efforts of this committee will hurt the other fields more than the Com- 
munist Party, although I must say that in the higher echelons of the 
Communist Party the masks are taken off and assignments are made 
and forces are assigned, and finances are turned over, and a program 
is laid out, to stop such a committee as this; whereas, across the street, 
maybe another committee is doing a lot of harm to some other field of 
something, or apparently doing a Tot of harm, and they don’t even know 
about it, much less do anything. 

Mr. Arens. I would like to ask you to comment on what those, who 
have watched this conspiracy work in all segments of our society 
over the course of many years, call Communist semantics. 

Can you tell us, first of all, what is meant by “semantics”? Sec- 
ondly, how this is used in the propagation of the conspiratorial force 
on American soil, that every expert says is weakening our society 
with greater speed every day, causing this society to have the impact 
of vend — conspiracy with no less than our freedom and our lives 
at stake 

Would you kindly give us your observation on Communist se- 
manties ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Well, the most ordinary word that I can think of for 
semantics is just weasel-wording or just playing around with words 
that apparently mean one thing when they mean another, or mean 
one thing to one person and something else to somebody else. 

Mr. Arens. Let’s take the term “peaceful coexistence.” Based 
upon your background and experience and study of the world Com- 
munist movement, can the Communists, if they remain Communists, 
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be adherents to peaceful coexistence as we in the free world interpret 
that term ? 

Mrs. Hartie. No, they couldn’t possibly, because they are dedi- 
cated to achieving world communism, 

Mr. Arens. If Khrushchev and his international Communist ap- 
paratus, of which the operation on American soil is one facet, in 
truth and in fact wanted peaceful coexistence as we interpret that 
term, Khrushchev and the international Communist apparatus would, 
by that fact, cease to be Communists, wouldn’t they ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes; they would cease to be Communists. They 
would have to repudiate Marx, <a pe and Lenin. 

Mr. Arens. Mrs. Hartle, may I ask you to proceed at your own 
pace to tell us the processes by which the Communists use and enlist 
non-Communists for their specific objectives in procuring petitions, 
in participating in Communist fronts, in participating in demonstra- 
tions, in creating youth groups, masquerading behind an appealin 
facade and the like? Would you proceed at your own pace to tell 
us about that 

Mrs. Hartt. Well, the Communist Party starts by saying that 
this is the united front tactic; it says that we must all master the 
united front tactic. It says it is a tactic. 

The way the Communist Party operates the united front is to have 
Communists lead and influence non-Communists. <A very simple 
example is to have a Communist Party member have a petition which 
says, “I would like to see that there will be no more atomic bomb 
explosions,” such as the Stockholm Peace Appeal was at one time. 

That member takes it out to his church, his PTA, or his neighbor- 
hood, or to friends and relatives, and says “Don’t you think this is a 
splendid idea, that there will be no more atomic explosions? We will 
call upon our government not to have any more atomic explosions of 
any kind.” 

The person will probably say “Yes.” They know them and halfway 
trust them and don’t pay much attention to it, so they sign it. Some- 
times they don’t even look at it. Sometimes they get the same per- 
sons two or three times. I think the committee might look those peti- 
tions over sometimes. The same person will sign them more than 
once, if you happen to check into them. 

Then that petition is sent in. Then later on an organization is 
formed and these people are contacted to be in the organization. It 
goes on that it is a peace organization. Then all of a sudden along 
comes the House Un-American Activities Committee and says, “Well, 
there is a Communist in this organization,” and the Communists say, 
“Look, they are trying to wreck our peace organization.” 

So these people get. mad because they are trying to wreck the peace 
organization, and that is the way they get the dupes in—in just the 
simplest way or form. 

Mr. Arens. The Communists or the Communist fronts profess to 
be those who are strong adherents to constitutional safeguards and 
the like, and they have been successful, I regret to say from my study 
of the operation, in convincing vast number of Americans, many of 
whom are sincere, that this committee is out to destroy the Consti- 
tution. 

Can you tell us the techniques by which they are able to accomplish 
that result ? 
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Mrs. Harrie. Well, the techniques that they use are—they appeal 
to the right of free speech, assembly, press, all of our traditional 
democratic freedoms that we love and cherish in this country. When 
the House committee or similar bodies object to Communists organiz- 
ing and using these democratic liberties for the purpose of destroying 
them, they point the finger and say, “You are trying to destroy the 
liberties.” 

Mr. Arens. May I inquire on one other point, and then I want to 
get into these documents with you, Mrs. Hartle. 

When we subpena a Communist, a hard-core, identified conspirator 
before us to interrogate him, the hue and ery goes up that we are 
undertaking to suppress his political beliefs, his political opinions, 
that we are involved in thought control and the like. 

Based upon your background and experience, is a Communist a 
person who is an adherent to a political philosophy as such, or is he 
a part of a world conspiratorial apparatus / 

Mrs. Harrie. He is a part of a world conspiratorial apparatus. 

Mr. Arens. Is the Communist Party a political party or is it a 
tentacle of the world conspiracy ¢ 

Mrs. Harter. It is an arm of the world Communist conspiracy. It 
is not a political party in the sense that we or other countries have a 
political party. 

Mr. Arens. I want to explore one other area with you, and that 
is this: We occasionally have this experience Mrs. Hartle. We will 
subpena a person who has been identified to us by competent intelli- 
gence sources as a member of the conspiracy, engaged in conspira- 
torial operations on American soil. In the course of the interroga- 
tion, we will say, “Are you now a member of the Communist Party?” 
(referring to the moment of appearance) and with great indignation 
he says, “No.” Then we say, “Were you a member of the Communist 
Party any time since the subpena was served upon you?” and he 
invokes constitutional guarantees. 

Is there a technique by the conspirators to resign technical mem- 
bership even in the formal entity known as the Communist Party in 
order to avoid the impact of the work of this congressional committee / 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes; there is the technique of formally resigning 
which, according to the Communist Party, allows the member then 
to proceed as though he were not a member, just for the purposes 
of that committee. 

My own experience has been with some who formally resigned 
from the Communist Party under the Taft-Hartley Act, and who I 
then was put in charge of to collect their dues and organize them 
and activize them and give them their leadership for what they should 
do in the trade union movement. 

So far from ceasing to be members, they were even better organized. 
My district organizer at that time warned me to be sure in organizing 
these people that they don’t take their resignations seriously. 

Mr. Arens. Is the objective of the Communist operation on Ameri- 
can soil now to convert you, me, and everybody here, ideologically, to 
communism as an ideology and philosophy, or is the objective of the 
Communist operation, conquest ? 

Mrs. Harrie. The objective is the conquest of power. The Com- 
munist Party says that we wouldn’t have socialism in 10,000 years if 
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you pursued the educational method, that force is absolutely neces- 

sary—and it is right in these documents, again—the conquest of 
wer. 

"ie. Arens. In Soviet Russia right now, only three percent are 

members of the Communist Party ; isn’t that correct ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. In the satellites, less than one percent are members of 
the Communist Party ; isn’t that correct ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Right. 

Mr. Arens. In Red China, where they have killed off an estimated 
20 million people, only a few thousand are the hard-core Communists; 
isn’t that correct ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Mrs. Hartle, would you direct your attention, please, 
to Committee Exhibit No. 1, which Mr. Wheeler has identified, and 
a copy of which you have before you—the keynote speech by Gus 
Hall. (See App. p. 2205.) 

Knowing Communist semantics, Communist techniques, and Com- 
munist objectives, give us your interpretation of the significance of 
that keynote speech by Gus Hall? 

Mrs. Harrie. Gus Hall, in this keynote speech given to the national 
convention, the 17th National Convention of the Communist Party, 
projects the idea that the Communist Party can be very enthusiastic 
about its prospects for the future; that the international situation is 
such that very great strides can be made by the Communist Party in 
this country, and that the national situation is also such as to really 
“ae ana possible for the Communist Party to go ahead by leaps and 

unds. 

There is a paragraph in here that I would like to read, which shows 
that he does give that in his report. It ison page 3 of Exhibit 1: 

The outstanding world phenomenon of today is the fact that the balance of 
strength is tipping decidedly in the direction of the socialist world. 


Mr. Arens. By “socialist world” in Communist semantics, he means 
Communist world ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Communist; yes. That is a good example. It 
couldn’t be called Communist world. Why it couldn’t be called Com- 
munist world I will leave to someone else. 

Mr. Arens. Khrushchev himself even calls the Communist regime in 
Russia a Socialist regime. 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes. Apparently it is more popular. 

Mr. Arens. It is a little more acceptable to the ear because there 
have been so many revelations of the deceit and the murder connected 
with communism; is that correct ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Proceed, please. 

Mrs. Harte (reading) : 

This is a development of profound importance to every capitalist country, but its 
impact on the leading capitalist stronghold, the bastion of world capitalism, is a 
virtually explosive one. 

Mr. Arens. I would like to ask you about that term “capitalism.” 
There are those who apparently do not understand the nature of this 
operation, who suggest that the issue in the world today is the issue 
between competing economic forces, namely, an economic system 
known as communism and an economic system known as capitalism. 
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Is that true, Mrs. Hartle, is that the issue with which we are con- 
fronted in the operation of the Communist movement / 

Mrs. Harrie. No; that is not the issue. The Communist movement 
is interested in the capture of power, a state power in any country. 

Mr. Arens. The Communists themselves foster the concept that we 
have only competing economic systems 4 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. And they try to obliterate from the mind of the free 
world the concept that they are a conspiratorial force out to destroy all 
free societies, irrespective of the economic system; isn’t that correct ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes; that is what they do. They talk about the 
conquest of power, the political conquest of political power, and then 
establishing what they call socialism or the economic system. 

Mr. Arens. Is there any significant difference in the objectives, in 
the discipline, in the operation of Communists on American soil and 
Communists who sent the tanks into Budapest to mow down the 
freedom fighters ? 

Mrs. Hartie. No; the same general principles of Marxism-Lenin- 
er those activities. 

r. Arens. Is there any significant difference between the objec- 
tives, the techniques, the operation of the Communists on American 
soil and the Communists who now hold in bondage the millions of 
people in the satellite countries of Eastern Europe 

Mrs. Harrie. No. 

Mr. Arens. Is there any significant difference between the opera- 
tion of the Communist program on American soil and the operation 
of the Communist program in Red China where they have destroyed 
millions upon millions of people in the ascendency of this force ¢ 

Mrs. Harrie. No; there is no difference. 

Mr. Arens. Do you have any other comment to make or interpre- 
tive remarks to put into the record respecting the keynote speech by 
Gus Hall 

Mrs. Harrie. In the keynote speech by Gus Hall he details some 
of the reasons for this favorable climate. One of them I have read 
from the document, about the ascendency of socialism, that is, com- 
munism, in the world. 

One of the reasons that he assesses for this favorable climate, and 
this is emphasized, by the way, throughout these documents, is the 
effect of the recent visit of Khrushchev to this country, that his visit 
here has opened the way in many quarters, and has created a much 
better climate for the moving ahead of the Communist Party in 
building its organization and in penetrating its influence and mem- 
bership into the organizations of labor and the people very broadly. 

Mr. Arens. May I ask in passing, while you were in the Com- 
munist Party, did you know Gus Hall? 

Mrs. Hartie. Yes; I did. 

Mr. Arens. Gus Hall, as head of the Communist Party, USA, like 
the other leaders, masquerades behind this facade of do-goodism and 
humanitarianism. 

Do you have any information respecting Gus Hall which might 
enlighten us and the record respecting his true motivations? 

rs. Harrie. Well, Gus Hall is a long-time member of the Com- 
munist Party. I recall reading a document which explained that at 
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some time or another he swore that he would very willingly overthrow 
the Government of the United States by force and violence. That 
was back in the early 1930's, before any laws were passed. 

So a Communist who states he opposes force and violence does not 
really mean that, but means something else. Gus Hall was known by 
me as a member of the Communist Party, a part of the Ohio Commu- 
nist leadership and very anxious to capture the top leadership of the 
Communist Party. It is apparent to me now, with his making the 
keynote speech, that he has at last fulfilled his ambition. 

Mr. Arens. I would like to suggest, Mr. Chairman, that as we 
proceed in the course of our interrogations here in San Francisco, 
that after Mrs. Hartle has explained, on the basis of her background 
and experience, the signficance of the Communist program in each of 
several fields, that we then let her defer further testimony for a 
period of time until we interrogate one or two witnesses ag we 
have reason to believe have information about the operation in that 
particular field. 

In view of Mrs. Hartle’s explanation here of the overall objectives 
and program of the Communist Party as announced by Gus Hall 
in his keynote speech at the national convention of the Communist 
Party, I respectfully suggest she be temporarily excused from the 
witness stand and that we then call another witness. 

Mr. Wiuts. You are excused. Thank you very much. You are 
excused temporarily. 

Mr. Arens. The next witness, if you please, Mr. Chairman, will be 
Mr. Archie Brown. 

Mr. Grorce R. Anpersen. I represent Archie Brown, Mr. Chair- 
man. He was physically ejected from this room a few moments ago 
for exercising his right of petition. I suggest if you want him before 
the committee that you invite him to return. 

Mr. Wixuis. He has been called. 

Mr. Anpersen. Mr. Chairman, during this delay may I address 
the Chair? 

Mr. Wiiuts. Are you his attorney ? 

Mr. AnpersEen. Yes; I am. 

Mr. Wiuuts. He has been called as a witness now. 

Mr. AnpersEN. This is a preliminary matter. I have in my hand 
a motion to disqualify this committee, and particularly—— 

Mr. Wiiuts. The gentleman is not recognized for that purpose. 

Will the witness please come forward / 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Marshal, will you please page the witness, Mr. 
Archie Brown to come forward ? 

Deputy Sheriff Joun Orrewir. I have, sir, and I have been in- 
formed that he has left the building. 

Mr. Wiuis. Let the record show that the witness, whom I never 
heard of in my life, was in the room a while ago and offered some 
violent demonstration and he had to be temporarily ejected out of 
respect for orderly procedure. He is now being sailed and he is under 
subpena. He ck respond at this moment. 

Counsel, do you suggest waiting ? 

Mr. Arens. No, Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest we proceed. 
We will call him again this afternoon. If he does not appear this 
afternoon—his counsel is present and hears this statement—may I 
respectfully suggest, Mr. Chairman, that if he does not appear this 
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afternoon, this subeommittee consider a recommendation to the full 
committee to cite him for contempt. 

Mr. Anversen. As long as we are talking about the 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that Mrs. Bar- 
bara Hartle return to the stand for a brief interrogation on another 
item. 

Mr. Anversen. I have been refused the right—— 

Mr. Wiis. The gentleman is not recognized. 

Mr. Anpversen. That is a very easy way to cut off statements. I 
have what I think is an important matter to state to the chairman. 
Mr. Arens. Mrs. Hartle, would you return to the witness stand ¢ 


TESTIMONY OF BARBARA HARTLE—Resumed 


Mr. Arens. Mrs. Hartle, I expected, in view of your general dis- 
sertation respecting the Communist overall program, to interrogate 
Mr. Brown respecting activities in furtherance of that program here. 

I should like to ask you now to direct your attention to the material 
before you, developed in the 17th National Convention of the Com- 
munist Party, held last December in New York City, respecting youth 
activities. 

Would you kindly ferret out that document in the resolutions passed 
there, and give this committee the benefit of your background and ex- 
perience in interpreting the significance of that resolution! (See 
Committee Exhibit No. 18, App. p. 2272.) 

Mrs. Harrie. The resolution on the youth question, first of all, points 
out the great importance that the Communist Party attaches to win- 
ning the youth to the party, and says that this is an extremely impor- 
tant question, that a great deal of attention and work must be put to it. 

It says on the second page of the resolution, “Youth work shall 
be placed next to labor and the Negro people’s movement as our 
major areas of mass work.” The document further sets forth a 
program for youth, and parts of the program are: 


1. Abolition of the draft—of compulsory military train- 
ing and service, and of the ROTC. 

2. Ending of all atomic testing. 

3. Complete disarmament. All funds needed for the im- 
plementation of this whole program could easily come from a 
part of the present armaments expenditures. 

4. Development of youth exchanges—students, workers, 
athletes, musicians, teachers, etc.—between the United States 
and the socialist countries. 


And then it says that this should be incorporated into an Ameri- 
can Youth Bill on a Federal basis, and also be put into state youth 
bills in the state legislatures of the various states. 

Mr. Arens. From your study of the resolution, is there an acceler- 
ation of the Communist attempts to condition the minds of the youth ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes; there is. The study shows that the Communist 
Party is revitalizing and reworking all of its contacts in the col- 
leges and universities and in high schools, too; that it is working to 
penetrate the various youth organizations, church, service and other 
organizations of youth that already exist, student organizations. 
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It further shows that the Communist Party hopes out of this to build 
a very large Communist youth organization out of which it can draw 
members into the Communist Party as it trains and develops them. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that Mrs. Hartle 
be temporarily excused, in view of her interpretation of the Commu- 
nist drive among youth and the significance of that draft resolution, 
and another witness be called to testify. 

Mrs. Hartle, please keep yourself available for further testimony 
with reference to other subject matters. 

Douglas Wachter, please come forward. 

Mr. Wiis. Please raise your right hand. 

Do you solemnly swear that the testimony you are about to give 
will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help 
you God? 

Mr. Wacuter. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF DOUGLAS WACHTER, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 
GEORGE BRUNN 


Mr. Arens. Kindly identify yourself by name, residence, and 
occupation. 

Mr. Wacuter. My name is Douglas Wachter. I live at 1830 Derby 
Street, Berkeley, and I am a student at the University of California. 

Mr. Arens. You are appearing today, Mr. Wachter, in response 
to a subpena which was served upon you by the House Committee on 
Un-American Activities ? 

Mr. Wacuter. Yes; I am. 

Mr. Arens. And you are represented by counsel ? 

Mr. Wacuter. Yes; [ am. 

Mr. Arens. Counsel, kindly identify yourself on this record. 

Mr. Brunn. My name is George Brunn. My address is 41 Sutter 
Street. Mr. Chairman, I would se the privilege of rising to a 
point of ne privilege. Could I rise on a point of personal 
privilege 

Mr. Wiis. No. You see, you are here as the gentleman’s attor- 
ney to advise him of his rights. What we have to do is to develop 
the information by question and answer. You have a right to advise 
him. That isthe procedure. 

Mr. Bruyn. Very well. 

: Mr. Arens. Mr. Wachter, please tell us where and when you were 
orn. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Wacuter. I was born on June 7, 1941, in Berkeley, Calif., at 
the Alta Bates Community Hospital. 

Mr. Arens. Would you kindly give us a word about your education ¢ 

Mr. Wacurter. I am now a student at the University of California. 
I am a sophomore there. My education has been in the main in 
Berkeley. I attended a grammar school in Albany. 

Mr. ns. Mr. Wachter, since you were subpenaed to appear be- 
fore this committee, have you issued public statements as to why 
you were subpenaed to ee before this committee ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Wacuter. Yes; I have. 
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Mr. Arens. I should like to read to you a press account and ask you 
if this is a true and correct statement by yourself. It appears in the 
Daily Californian, under date of May 4, 1960: 

The 18-year-old University sophomore who has been subpenaed by the House 
Un-American Activities Committee told the Daily Californian yesterday why 
he thought he had been called to appear at the May 10th hearing. 

“I think the Committee wanted to subpena someone on campus in order 
to tag Cal’s political movement as unamerican. I don’t know why they picked 
my name; people have been involved in actions similar to mine,” he said. 


Continuing the quotation : 


“T think they pick people whose ideas are liberal, radical or in any way con- 
sidered to be nonconformist,” the student said. “I will not be intimidated by 
the subpena; I am going to fight this committee’s invasion of my political free- 
dom in every way that I can.” 

Is that a true and correct reproduction of the public statement you 
issued respecting your appearance before this committee? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Wacurer. I respectfully object to that question because it 
clearly violates my rights under the First Amendment to the Consti- 
tution of the United States of America. 

(Document marked “Douglas Wachter Ex. No. 1,” and retained in 
comnnittee files.) 

Mr. Arens. Now Mr. Wachter, do you think there might have 
been some other reason why you are under subpena to appear before 
this committee other than the reasons which you gave in this press 
statement; namely, that we are exploring into your liberal ideas and 
your political beliefs 

Is there something else you have been doing that you think might 
be of interest to this committee / 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Wacurer. I respectfully object to the question on the same 
grounds. Any question as to my political beliefs, associations, state- 
ments, deprives me of the right of free speech, press, assembly and 
petition. 

The House Un-American Activities Committee serves no real legis- 
lative or constitutional purpose. It punishes individuals and 
groups—— 

Mr. Arens. You are reading from a prepared statement—— 

(Applause. ) 

Mr. Arens. You are reading from a prepared statement ? 

Mr. Wacurer. Yes; I am. 

Mr. Wituts. That’s all right. Let him answer the question. 

Mr. Arens. Continue reading, please ? 

Mr. Wacurter. It punishes individuals and groups for their politi- 
cal ideas and associations through public exposure and condemnation. 

Mr. Wuuts. I am sorry. You are refusing to answer on the basis 
of the first amendment; is that correct? 

Mr. Wacuter. I have objected to the question. 

Mr. Arens. I don’t believe you have completed your answer, sir, and 
I would like to have you complete it, if you please. 

Mr. Wacuter. Thank you. 

I have respectfully objected to the question. 

It punishes individuals and groups for their political ideas and 
associations through public exposure and condemnation, often result- 
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ing in economic sanction. I cannot cooperate with the committee in 
answering any such questions. 

I feel 1 have an obligation as a citizen of this country to preserve 
the Constitution, and i do not feel that I can do so in good conscience 
by allowing the House Un-American Activities Committee to inquire 
into my beliefs or associations. 

Mr. Arens. Now, Mr. Wachter, it is the information of this com- 
mittee from unimpeachable intelligence sources that you were a dele- 
gate to the National Convention of the Communist Party from the 
Northern District of California, the Communist Party convention 
held in New York City in December of 1959. 

Would you kindly affirm or deny, while you are under oath, that 
information ? 

Mr. Wacurer. I object to the question on the previous grounds. 

Mr. Arens. Are you now, this instant, a member of the Communist 
Party? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Wacurer. The same objection. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, in view of the fact that this witness has 
not invoked that part of his constitutional privileges against self- 
incrimination, I respectfully suggest he now be ordered to answer the 
question as to whether or not he is presently a member of the Com- 
munist Party. 

I explain to the witness that the reason why we want that infor- 
mation is that it is a necessary first question in order that we may 
undertake to elicit from this witness information of which we think he 
is possessed respecting the operation of this conspiratorial force 
known as the Communist Party in northern California, of which we 
know he is a member. 

If he will answer that question, we expect to elicit from him infor- 
mation respecting the techniques of the Communist operation, par- 
ticularly among youth ups in northern California, so that infor- 
mation might be available to the Committee on Un-American Activi- 
ties in apprsising the administration and operation of the Internal 
Security Act of 1950, the Communist Control Act of 1954, the For- 
eign Agents Registration Act, and other security legislation, with the 
end in view of attempting to evolve such legislation as may be neces- 
sary to cope, so far as we can legislatively, with the operations of the 
Communist Party on American soil. 

With that explanation, Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest the 
witness now be ordered and directed to answer the principal outstand- 
ing question, namely: Are you now a member of the Communist 

arty ¢ 

Mr. Wiis. Yes; I order you to answer the question, sir, because 
you have not invoked—you have only invoked the first amendment of 
the Constitution. You have a lawyer, and a right to act on his advice, 
if you want to. 

ut as chairman, I will tell you that in our opinion your position at 
this time is not justified and I order you to answer the question. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Wacurer. I decline to answer that question on the grounds 
previously stated, and I also respectfully refuse to answer that ques- 
tion on the constitutional grounds that I cannot be forced to bear wit- 
ness against myself. 
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Mr. Arens. Do you honestly apprehend, young man, that if you told 
this committee whether or not you are presently a member of the 
Communist Party, you would be giving information that might be 
used against you in a criminal proceeding 4 

I be you that if you honestly apprehend that you would be 
giving information that could be used against you in a criminal pro- 
ceeding, you have a right, under the Constitution, to invoke the pro- 
vision of the fifth amendment against self-incrimination. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Wacurrr. As the chairman knows, the purpose of the amend- 
ment to the Constitution to which I refer was created to safeguard 
both the innocent and the guilty. There is no inference in that 
amendment as to the position of the person who invokes it. 

I respectfully refuse to answer that question on the grounds previ- 
ously stated. 

(A disturbance in the hearing room.) 

Mr. Arens. Have you in the course of the last 12 months used an 
alias ¢ 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Wacurer. I decline to answer that question on the grounds 
previously stated. 

Mr. Arens. Just one final question: Do you, sir, presently have in- 
formation, current information, respecting the operation of the Com- 
munist Party in northern California ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Wacurer. I decline on the same grounds. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that will conclude 
the staff interrogation of this witness. 

Mr. Wiis. You are excused. 

The committee will stand in recess until one-thirty. 

(Member of the subcommittee present at time of recess: Repre- 
sentatives Willis and Johansen.) 

(Whereupon, at 12 noon the subcommittee recessed, to reconvene at 
1 :30 p.m. the same day.) 


AFTERNOON SESSION—THURSDAY, MAY 12, 1960 


(The subcommittee reconvened at 1:30 p.m., Representative Edwin 
KE. Willis, chairman of the subcommittee, presiding. ) 

Mr. Wituts. The subcommittee will please come to order. 

(Members of the subcommittee present at time of reconvening: Rep- 
resentatives Willis and Johansen. ) 

Mr. Wits. Call your next witness, 

Mr. Arens. Barbara Hartle, please resume the witness stand. 


TESTIMONY OF BARBARA HARTLE—Resumed 


(A disturbance and demonstration in the hearing room.) 
Mr. Wituts. We are now having our hearing broken up—disturbed. 
[ ask the marshal to eject from the room those people who are lead- 
ing the crowd right in the midst of our hearing. 
he hearing will resume in an orderly fashion. I repeat, we are 
here under the power of the United States Congress and ordered to 
be here. We want to conduct these hearings in an orderly fashion. I 
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think everyone with a sense of fairness and decency will say that 
these hearings have been conducted in a dignified fashion. 

( Disturbance. ) 

The only reason, the only earthly reason why these doors aren’t open 
is this: In no courtroom in America are people allowed on the side 
aisles unless they are orderly. In no picture show or other public 
function are people allowed in the side aisles without being orderly. 
That is the only reason why this thing has been brought about. We 
were very patient this morning. We shall continue to be patient, but 
firm and decisive. 

Now, this thing was brought about by disorderly conduct this morn- 
ing. <A lot of noise was going on. I announced that one more public 
display would result in the clearing of the aisles. That was accom- 
plished over the noon recess. 

Mr. Counsel, please call your next witness. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that you an- 
nounce to the police officers that they are under a mandate from this 
subcommittee to cause the removal from this room of any person who 
causes a disturbance in the course of the proceedings which will now 
begin. 

Mr. Wiuuis. Yes. I assume that is what I have just done. 

Mr. Arens. Mrs. Hartle, you were sworn this morning; is that cor- 
rect ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Would you get a little closer to the microphone so we 
may proceed with our interrogation / 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. You have before you at the present time the additional 
documents which were identified and incorporated in this record; is 
that correct / 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Would you kindly proceed at your own pace to give your 
descriptive interpretation of those documents, at least the principal 
documents, and the significance of them from the standpoint of the 
operation on American soil of the Communist conspiratorial ap- 
paratus ? 

Mrs. Harrie. In the report by Gus Hall to the 17th National Con- 
vention, Gus Hall makes a very strong call for mobilization of a peace 
movement, and in it he exhorts the Communist Party that peace is the 
most important issue before the Communist Party. (See Committee 
Exhibit No. 1, App. p. 2205.) 

This is based on the fact that the Communist Party wants to take 
advantage of the peaceful coexistence with the Soviet Union and wants 
to undermine the United States economically and politically and take 
power and lead it intothe Communistcamp. 

Mr. Arens. If I may interrupt, you are giving an interpretation 
to the Communist documents, based upon your background and train- 
ing in the dialectics of communism and in Communist use of words, 
Communist semantics; is that correct 4 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes; that is correct. 

Mr. Arens. Proceed, if you please. 

Mr. Harte. I can give a comparison of this peace movement with 
another peace movement in the late 1930’s—the American Peace Mo- 
bilization, through which the Communist Party, when I was active in 
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it, mobilized or tried to mobilize for peace right up until the time of 
a change in policy by the Soviet Union, and then, of course, the Com- 
munist Party was for war. 

So a quick switch can take place on the peace front. whenever the 
Communist movement on a world scale needs it and demands it. 

In the keynote speech, Gus Hall also brings up some problems on the 
homefront and tells the Communist Party to take advantage of what 
they consider to be problems on the homefront in order to link it up 
with the fight for peace, all of it together to be a fight against the 
whole American free enterprise system, the American way of life we 
have, which they call imperialism, American imperialism. 

Gus Hall emphasizes in several places the very enthusiastic atmos- 
phere for the growth of the Communist movement that came about as 
a result of the historic visit of Khrushchev to this country and its 
momentous consequences. 

The analysis of Gus Hall was that the Communist Party in this 
new atmosphere was and would very rapidly grow and develop in the 
United States. 

Mr. Arens. Did you, in the course of your membership in the con- 
spiratorial apparatus known as the Communist Party, know as a 
Communist the man who was causing such disruption here a little while 
ago, shouting for peace and democracy, and the like, in the Commu- 
sas on, aman by the name of Archie Brown? 

Mrs. Harrier. Yes; I did know Archie Brown. I knew him to bea 
Communist. 

(A disturbance in the hearing room. ) 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that the Chair 
issue an admonition to those who are disorderly in this hearing room, 
that this congressional committee will not be taken over by the Com- 
munists or those under Communist discipline, and that anyone who is 
engaged in disorderly conduct in this hearing room will be ejected 
from the hearing room. 

Mr. Wituts. I have so ordered. 

Proceed. 

Mr. Arens. Under what circumstances did you know Archie Brown ¢ 

Mrs. Harrie. I met with Archie Brown in a Communist meeting 
here in San Francisco in the early part of 1950. 

Mr. Arens. Do you here and now, while you are under oath, testify 
that you knew Archie Brown to a certainty to be a member of the 
Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Hart.r. Yes; I knew him to a certainty to be a member. In 
fact, I knew him to be a member of the National Committee of the 
Communist Party. 

Mr. Arens. What activities was he engaged in as a member of this 
conspiratorial force known asthe Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Harrier. He was engaged in waterfront activities, waterfront 
union activities to quite a large extent in California, at that time. 

Mr. Arens. Now would you proceed with your analysis ? 

Mrs. Harrie. In Exhibit No. 2, called “The Introduction,” to the 
main resolution of the convention, the point is made that the Com- 
munist Party bases itself on the principles of Marxism-Leninism, and 
which, in terminology that maybe somebody else can understand, 
means that the way to get to this socialism or communism that the 
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Communist Party talks about is by the violent seizure of power in a 
capitalist country, and that the Communist Party is the indispensable 
instrument for this seizure of power; and that in this era this seizure 
has to be forceful and violent. (See Committee Exhibit No. 2, 
App. p. 2212.) 

Sometimes in the material this is disclaimed by the Communist 
Party, but when they say they base themselves on the principles of 
Marxism-Leninism, every Communist that studies that material knows 
that that is what is meant. 

The document further says that the peaceful coexistence policy will 
make it possible to put on the pressure to make a shift in the foreign 
policy of the United States, to further shift the foreign policy of 
the United States. 

This they attach a great deal of importance to, because that will 
further clear the atmosphere for a very rapid and successful building 
of the Communist movement in the United States. 

What it means is that if the foreign policy of our country were to 
be less alert, and were to become dupes themselves of the Communist 
conspiracy, the Communist could go ahead and organize and make 
a lot more progress in this country than they can at the present time. 

In the document on General Principles, the resolution sets forth, 
again, that the basic analysis of anlinlie and imperialism by Marx 
and Lenin have been confirmed. It is stating there again that they 
base themselves on the principles of Marxism and Leninism. (See 
Committee Exhibit No.3, App. p. 2216.) 

Mr. Arens. What, in essence, are these principles to which the 
Communist operation on American soil is dedicated ¢ 

Mrs. Harrie. From Marx comes the principle of the class struggle, 
that the working class and the capitalist class, as they put it, are in 
eternal conflict, and that the working class is inevitably going to win 
that conflict. It isanirreconcilable conflict. 

They say it is the working class led by the Communist Party. 
That is the way they always put it. It is not the Communist Party 
that is going to take power, although in one or two classics of the 
poy somebody did slip and say the Communist Party, but they did 

ind of clear that up, but you must always say it is the working class 
led by the Communist Party. Of course, they say it is the Communist 
Party that is indispensable. That is the way that is made clear. 

Mr. Argens. Do you have a document there, Mrs. Hartle, which 
announces to the comrades in assembly at the national convention of 
the Communist Party what the conspiracy regards as political action, 
what they call political action / 

Mrs. Harrie. What the Communist conspiracy regards as political 
action is the seizure of power by force. It is mass action. It is break- 
ing through the bourgeois laws, traditions and conventions, and doing 
by force and by mass action, by sheer bodily weight and numbers, 
what you cannot accomplish through using the laws, the Constitution 
and the democratic rights, which they say are limited. 

That is the mass action, that it teaches the Communist Party and 
the masses, because this is the training for the seizure of power. That 
is the way the seizure of power takes place, too. (See Committee 


Exhibit No. 10, App. p. 2243.) 


in 
th 
of 
th 
ar 
of 
p. 
th 
| 
| th 
CO 
ous 
Ce 
co 
ra 
St 
i st 
be 
in 
tic 
pr 
do 
ap 
ta 
co 
In 
| on 
jus 
ext 
Bithe 
B of 
] 
nol 
of. 
an 
tio 


COMMUNIST PARTY—NORTHERN CALIFORNIA DISTRICT 1973 


Mr. Arens. Now, Mrs. Hartle, do you have a resolution there, 
or documents, from the Communist national convention last Decem- 
ber, with respect to the intensification of their propaganda activities 
in the United States ¢ 

Mrs. Hartir. Yes. There is a document entitled “The Worker” 
and in this document—it is a resolution on The Worker, which is 
the Communist weekly newspaper nationally in the United States. 

It calls for the spreading of The Worker, gaining many thousands 
of new subscriptions and building up and raising funds for it so that 
the Communist propaganda and line can be more effectively spread 
around among the members and among the people in various walks 
of life, to give them the line. (See Committee Exhibit No. 15 App. 

. 2266. 

: Mr. oa Would you proceed at your own pace to an analysis of 
the principal items in these documents from the national convention 
of the Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Harrie. In the document on General Principles, one of 
the important points made is that the main factor in the world is the 
competition between capitalism and, as they call it, socialism. They 
used to call it communism, but now they use socialism quite abit. (See 
Committee Exhibit No. 3, App. p. 2216.) 

That is, that these two worlds are in conflict, and they say that the 
competition can be peaceful or it can be not peaceful, but that at any 
rate in this competition, the capitalist countries, including the United 
States, will lose. This competition is in the interest of the United 
States because they will lose in this competition and will eventually 
become a part of the Communist world. 

It is in that sense that the Communists see the competition being 
in the interest of the United States. That is serious. Tt is not face- 
tious, but it is serious. That is the way they see it being in the interest 
of the United States. 

Mr. Arens. Mrs. Hartle, is there any significant deviation in the 
program, policies and political warfare announced in these various 
documents in the assembly of the Communist Party in New York 
City and the program, policies and political warfare of the worldwide 
apparatus ? 

Mrs. Harrie. No; there is no ditference, excepting that different 
tactics are evolved for different countries. 

Mr. Arens. Those are to fit the particular situation in any specific 
country ; is that correct? 

Mrs. Harrie. That is right; to mobilize the masses in the struggle. 
In any country, maybe one thing or another will be emphasized or 
one thing or another will be done now and not done tomorrow. It is 
just a matter of tactics. 

Mr. Arens. I would like to interrupt you here. Based upon your 
extensive experience in the operation itself, why or how is it that 
the Communists are so successful in their conditioning, brainwashing, 
of the non-Communists ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Well, they are so successful in the main in the use of 
non-Communists because the non-Communists don’t have any idea 
of what they are being used for. When they are working for peace and 
4 minister of a church believes in peace or a member of a congrega- 
tion believes in peace, there is nothing very strange for him to do 
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something for peace if he believes in it. He doesn’t think he is be- 
traying his country, changing his politics or anything else. 

Somebody that is interested in gaining minority rights of any kind, 
interested in racial relations of any kind, are not, unless they suspect, 
but usually they don’t know that the Communists are building the 
whole thing. Most of the people in the united front don’t know. 

The ones that get recruited into the Communist Party, they know. 

Mr. Arens. The hard-core know, but the dupes and the suckers do 
not; is that correct ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. How is it, Mrs. Hartle—and this has puzzled me per- 
sonally as I have studied this operation for 14 years, and I have seen 
the degree to which they can condition non-Communists against the 
fight on communism—that they can condition them to resist any 
struggle against this threat to our freedom, how is it that they are 
able to engender such dedication and zeal and enthusiasm, even in the 
non-Communist for the Communist program ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Well, of course, I think the first basis of it is, how 
come the Communist has the zeal and enthusiasm. I think the best 
explanation of that is that the struggle for power has always en- 
or enigg a great deal of enthusiasm in the world, whether it was good 
or bad. 

That is a very mighty, sensitive thing, the desire to be in power, the 
desire to will the destiny of a country or of the people in it. That is 
a pretty serious matter. People who go into that kind of movement 
are usually pretty serious about it. 

Then they work hard enough and learn enough to be able to throw 
over to other people a good deal of their—what do you call it— 
militancy and fervor. 

Mr. Arens. We saw a little of that militancy here in the courtroom 
just a few minutes ago, didn’t we? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes; that is militancy in the Communist Party. 

Mr. Arens. Based upon your background and experience, do you 
have any suggestions which you could make, just as one person, to 
—— who will read this public record as to how we could at least 

gin an approach to bring the realization of the truth as to the nature 
of communism, as to the nature of the Communist operation, to these 
suckers, these dupes who are controlled by the conspirators themselves ? 

Do you have any suggestions along that line? 

Mrs. Harrie. Well, one suggestion I have for the youth, and I 
think if it had been used on me it might have had an effect. If the 
young people would know when they start fooling with the Com- 
munist movement how completely they are going to lose their free- 
dom right in these United States of America, that they will not 
even be able to move from one city to another 

Mr. Arrns. Do you agree with me that the average youngster who 
is a sucker or a dupe, or manipulated, consciously or unconsciously, 
by the conspiratorial force, does not realize that ‘- is actually serv- 


ing the cause of destroving freedom and liberty ? 
Mrs. Hartir. That is true. 
Mi. Arens. He thinks he is doine something good—many of them. 
Mrs, Harrier. Yes. 
Mr. Arnens. How do you account for that ? 
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Mrs. Harrie. Well, of course, it is through a very well calculated 
propaganda. The Communist Party says it is for freedom, and it 
is able to convince some people. It is not able to convince every- 
body, thank God, but it is sie to convince some people. 

Then, after it has drawn the people in and indoctrinated them for 
a while, then along comes the discipline. By that time you are obli- 
gated and oriented to where you can’t desert the movement because 
you don’t want to go back on your obligations, you know, to hu- 
manity, peace and all of that, so then you accept the discipline. 

In at to get all of these good things you can’t move from Seat- 
tle or—you can’t move from Spokane to Seattle, and you can’t marry 
somebody, either, especially if they are not just quite the right type 
of person. They will tell you what to do with your children when 
you finally have some. 

Mr. Arens. Isn't that what the Communists complain about this 
committee? Isn’t that thought control / 

Mrs. Harrie. They have the most effective thought control that I 
have ever had any experience with. 

Mr. Arens. Would you kindly proceed with your summary analysis 
of these documents ? 

Mrs. Harrie. The document on the Competition Between the Two 
Systems says the following, which points up the fact that in this 
peaceful competition the United States will lose. It doesn’t say the 
United States here, but that is what we are talking about. 

The status of capitalism is determined essentially by its own contradictions, 
which operate in the direction of the eventual replacement of capitalism by 
socialism. 

So that the peaceful competition allows the Socialist or Commu- 
nist sector to increase its productivity through trade and all of 
that. 

But the capitalist world will lose in the competition. That, ac- 
cording to the Communist viewpoint, is what they mean, that that is 
what is good for the United States about this competition. They will 
lose out—that is what is good about it. 

(See Committee Exhibit No. 5, App. p. 2222.) 

Mr. Arens. Is there any monolithic force in this Nation, unified, 
disciplined force in this Nation, of comparable numerical strength 
to the numerical strength of that monolithic, unified force known as 
the Communist operation? Is there any competing force that is 
monolithic, unified, subject to a single direction, that is actually resist- 
ing and meeting the Communist onslaught / 

Mrs. Harve. Well, no; Lam not aware of any. 

Mr. Arens. Lam not, either. Would you proceed ? 

Mrs. Harrie. On the document, Defense and Extension of De- 
mocracy, the meaning of the document is to use democracy in order 
to obtain communism, to use the Constitution and the Bill of Rights 
in order to set up the Communist system. 

There is talk in here that the Constitution might even not have to 
be removed. It might be seriously amended. I remember when I 
went to a national training school in New York in 1946 they said, 
“Well, we don’t have to be so worried about the Constitution in a 
serious crisis; martial law can be declared.” (See Committee Ex- 
hibit No. 7, App. p. 2228.) 
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The seriousness that the Communist Party attached to the Consti- 
tution is, just in plain, ordinary words, plain hogwash. I can re- 
member the district organizer of the Communist Party coming to 
Spokane and we local Communists had put out a leaflet. about defend- 
ing the Constitution and the Bill of Rights. We were going into 
the 1930 progressive era at that time. 

The district organizer read us up and down. He said, “It might 
be all right to put the Bill of Rights in there, but where in the world 
did you get the idea that it was our position to defend the Con- 
stitution ¢” 

So we were young people then and we were straightened out on 
that point. Since then, though, the Communist movement thinks it 
is all right to pretend to re the Constitution. We can amend 
it or have martial law later when there is enough force to sweep aside 
the people that happen to be interested in the Constitution. 

Mr. Arens. Mrs. Hartle, I wonder if I could inject still another 
question in the course of the presentation you are making—an analy- 
sis of these Communist documents. 

What caused you to disassociate yourself from this conspiratoria! 
force? We know from our own records that you were a hard-core, 
dedicated Communist. 

What actually caused you to see the light and break away from the 
influence of this devilish force to which you had dedicated your life 
with a zeal and a determination that far excelled that of any Com- 
munist whom we had to have expelled from the hearing room‘ Can 
you tell us about that ? 

Mrs. Harrie. The most important thing that began to take me out 
of the Communist Party was the constant factionalism, the constant 
struggle for leadership in the Communist Party. This I ran into 
when I first came to Seattle. 

I was brought in the district office to be in the district leadership. 
There were always a couple or three factions and each one wanted to 
be the district organizer and the top dog, and they were just fighting 
about that all the time. 

I just didn’t take too much interest in that. I thought we should get 
on with our work, being it was such good work and important work. 
Then they began to have more difficulties on the national scale, with 
Earl Browder and William Z. Foster and some more like that. 

Then I heard of a few district squabbles down here in California, 
too. That kind of factional fighting and knifing each other was going 
on, a struggle for power in the Communist Party in the United 
States. 

Besides that, I was sent underground by the Communist Party in 
the summer of 1950 and, perforce, I wasn’t able to associate as closely 
with Communists. I wasn’t in just daily, morning, noon and night 
contact with other Communists. Thousands of meetings and many. 
many books to read and reports to make, and people to teach, and 
demonstrations to hold, and picket lines and signs to make, and all 
these millions of things that just practically swallow up an individual 
in the Communist movement. 

I did have a chance to read, again, some literature which I had 
been much interested in in the past, before I joined the Communist 
Party, and some histories that were not on the good list of the Com- 
munist Party. 
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I think I loosened the bonds a little bit, the discipline a little bit, 
at that time, because it was then that I decided that I was just— 
well, I was disgusted with the Communist Party. 

Mr. Arens. Did you have a recognition of the basic deceit of the 
Communist Party? Did you come to recognize that fact ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes; I did. I came to a recognition of that. 
Strangely enough, I saw the deceit on all fronts and the very last place 
where I could see the deceit was in the Soviet Union, and the adherence 
and love and loyalty of Communists to the Soviet Union is unimagi- 
nable, I do believe, to the average person. 

But that was almost like giving up my mother. When I finally 
was able to see that, then there was no more chance of the Communist 
Party influencing me any further. 

Mr. Arens. What is the training and teaching of the comrades as 
to how they were to react, what they were to do, in the face of attempts 
by congressional committees to ferret out Communists and to get the 
facts? How were they to react toward congressional committees ? 

What were they to do to attempt to enlist people to do their work 
against congressional committees ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Well, the congressional committees such as this, the 
Communist Party has always opposed, no matter what the name was 
or whether it was in Congress or in a State legislature or whether it 
was someplace else, in the school system or other places. 

The Communist Party has always very, very strongly campaigned, 
mobilized, and organized against any attemps to curb the rights of 
Connaunists or their activities, or to look into their doings. 

Mr. Arens. Are Communists liberal or are they reactionary in the 
proper connotation or construction of those terms / 

Mrs. Harrie. Well, I say I guess they are very reactionary as far 
as these committees are concerned. 

Mr. Arens. They are actually those who, in the ultimate, want a 
totalitarian society ; isn’t that correct ? 

Mrs. Harrie. They would not give a minority voice to somebody 
that is opposed to communism because that is counterrevolutionary, 
and counterrevolutionaries deserve only one fate, and that is extermi- 
nation, or as close as you can get to it. 

Mr. Arens. Would you proceed with the highlights of the remain- 
ing documents, please, Mrs. Hartle, because we want to get on to other 
inatters ¢ 

Mrs. Harrie. In the use of democracy, the Communist Party calls 
upon its members to use the fifth amendment in order to thwart the 
attempts of courts or committees to gain answers from persons, or in- 
formation of any kind, and they use the tactic of using the courts in 
order to bring the Communist message to what they call “the people.” 

They will go through a trial and go through all the fanfare of a 
trial, and go through a lot of things that they really consider to be on 
the surface in order to get their message across to the public, their 
program across to the public. They use the courts for the purpose of 
putting their program across. 

In the document on Curbing the Monopoly Power, it is made clear 
‘hat curbing of the monopoly power is a tactic. This is not a solution, 
curbing the monopolies, that is, big business or the trusts and break- 
ing down their power. This is not the final solution, but it opens the 
road to the solution, according to their idea. 
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If they can get all kinds of people, small business included, that are 
anti-monopoly, anti-big business, farmers, et cetera, all together in 
one camp, they hope that they can set up an anti-monopoly people’s 
very left-wing type of government which then opens the road to the 
Communist seizure of power. 

Mr. Arens. That brings me to a question I would like to have you 
clarify on this public record, a place where so many folks misunder- 
stand the nature of this operation. 

Do the Communists, as such, in truth and in fact, seek the alleged 
reforms for which they profess to be driving, or do they use the pro- 
fessed activity toward the reforms for the ultimate control of a 
society 

Mrs. Harrie. They do the latter. The Communist Party explains 
it this way: that the reforms are a byproduct of the revolution. 
There is a revolutionary reform and there is a reformist reform. 

The reformist reform is the kind that you get when a business agent 
sits down with the boss and they work out something that is suitable 
to both sides, a small or a reasonable wage increase, or a possible one, 
or at least what is suitable to both sides, without a big strike and a big 
hassle about it. 

But the revolutionary type of reform is one that is wrested from 
the opposition, where there is organization, mobilization, uniting of 
the forces, activizing, teaching, training, a demonstrative action, be- 
cause you have to get the people into action, into mass action, into 
united action. The aim of the whole thing is to get them to that point 
to have enough power to seize power in the country. 

Mr. Arens. Mrs. Hartle, one more question, and I hope T am not 
too badly interrupting your presentation of these documents. 

Frequently we on the committee are asked by the patriotic people 
across this country who write in or attend our hearings who come up 
and say: “Don’t worry about those few Communists: we are behind 
you, and don’t worry about these people who are dupes of the Com- 
munists, and the youth that they are able to enlist in picket lines and 
the like; that the real Americans are behind you”; and then they ask 
this question about which we are puzzled, and perhaps you can help us 
or help the people who read this public record. 

Mr. and Mrs. America so frequently come up and say, “What can I 
do as an individual to get into the fight against this awia thing which 
is making such tremendous inroads into our society ?” 

We who are connected with the committee say: “We are glad to 
make available to you the authoritative facts respecting the operation 
of this force, read our committee hearings and reports, and try to get 
the truth.” 

But beyond that we are pretty well without any ideas. Do you 
have any idea as to what Mr. and Mrs. Honest, Freedom-Loving 
American can do to lock horns with the Communists and the suckers 
in front of the Communists and the dupes in front of the suckers that 
they control 4 

Mrs. Harrie. There really is only one thing that 1 can think of 
that an average American can do, and that is to acquaint himself 
somewhat with how this whole conspiracy operates because I know that 
the American people, the men and women, will know what to do. But 
they just haven’t taken the trouble to acquaint themselves with it. 


4 
| 


n 
is 
al 
al 
ti 
ec 
ye 
re 
SO 
he 
re 
4 is 
th 
wi 
pr 
of 
ab 
rel 
Ce 
qu 
re 
Co 
kit 
Co 
=the 
tot 
] 
son 
mo 
the 
as) 
> nar 
Cor 


COMMUNIST PARTY—NORTHERN CALIFORNIA DISTRICT 1979 


Mr. Arens. Do you sense an apathy in the average American re- 
specting the onrush of this force which you have testified here this 
morning was more menacing than ever before ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes, I think there is an apathy and my own opinion 
is that a lot of it is due to a lack of very much information about it at 
all. Lam mindful of the fact that there is much information put out 
all right, but it probably takes quite a lot more. 

Mr. Arens. Let me ask you still another question, and I hadn’t 
thought of this except in the vein in which we are proceeding today : 
As a former deadly enemy of this committee and of its work, and now 
one who is serving your government in making available your knowl- 
edge, interpretation of the operation, can you tell this committee how 
you think this committee could do a better job to serve the cause of 
resisting this awful force which is penetrating every segment of our 
society / 

Ts there anything you think we ought to do that we are not doing? 

Mrs. Harrie. Well, I don’t know whether the committee can do it or 
who can do it, but apparently the education about communism that 
has to be gotten to more people will have to be done with a little bit 
more effective means than expecting somebody to read a congressional 
record because it just isn’t—well, 1 think we all understand that that 
is just not in the cards, to expect the average American to read some- 
thing like that and study it. 

A student will do it and some people will do it, but a lot of people 
won't. I don't know, but if it were possible to have really good TV 
programs and really good radio programs, and really good books 

Mr, Arens. We are disposed to think that is beyond the purview 
of the official function of this committee. 

Mrs. Harrie. But if the average American would know enough 
about the Communist Party, then he would be very effective. I can 
remember when I was in the Communist Party I belonged to the 
Central Labor Council in Spokane and that was many years ago, 
1936-387, when the Communists were riding pretty high and we had 
quite a few Communists in that Central Labor Council, but I can 
remember to this day one or two men in there who knew what the 
Communist conspiracy was, and they just caused us Communists all 
kinds of trouble and we never did get anywhere in that Central Labor 
Council over those two fellows. Red-baiters we called them, but 
they knew. 

Mr. Arens. Fascists, red-baiters, witch hunters; we are used to that. 

Mrs. Harrie. In some other Central Labor Councils they just went 
to town and practically took them over. 

Mr. Arens. Now, will you kindly give us a summary analysis of 
some of the other documents, so we can get the essence of your testi- 
mony into the record. 

Mrs. Harrie. In the document on Class and Strategic Alliances, 
the point is made that the Communists have to try to influence people 
as widely as possible in order to get their program across, not to be too 
narrow, not to just hammer the same point home with the same group, 
but to try to influence farmers, Negro people, the technical workers 
and scientists, highly paid, but nevertheless workers according to the 
Communist Party. 
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Even some sections of the capitalist class should be drawn into this 
anti-monopoly front, to work on issues on a broad front, to get a big, 
broad revolutionary stream going. 

(See Committee Exhibit No. 9, App. p. 2240.) 

In the article on Independent Political Action, the Communist 
Party calls upon the Communist to work in both the Democratic and 
Republican Parties and any other parties and organizations where 
they can gain influence with a more general aim of the formation of a 
labor-led people’s party in this country. 

The analysis of the Communist Party is that the Democratic and 
Republican Parties are both bourgeois or capitalist parties, represent- 
ing the capitalist class, and what is really needed is a labor-led people’s 
party that fights both of these parties. 

(See Committee Exhibit No. 10, App. p. 2243.) 

They have a document on the question of The Problem of Class 
Collaboration. It explains that in the labor movement in America 
there is a strong tendency for collaboration between labor and capital, 
and that the labor leaders in the United States have always supported 
the foreign policy of the United States, and have never come to logger- 
heads with our system as a system. 

The fighting they have done and the strikes they have led have al- 
— been just for wages and hours, but not to overthrow the system ; 
and the Communists have to get in there and have to sell communism 
and show them how to work in the labor movement to lead the labor 
forces so they will feel like overthrowing the whole system and not just 
getting a few wage increases. 

(See Committee Exhibit No. 11, App. p. 2248.) 

There is a Resolution on Cuba which fully supports the Cuban 
Government. 

Mr. Arens. Castro, do you mean ? 

Mrs. Harrie. Castro; yes. 

It calls upon the Communist Party to use every propaganda medium 
to convince the American people that Cuba is a people’s government. 
Cuba is an example, in the Communist movement, of what the Com- 
munists are fighting for. 

This is the end that the Communist movement is trying to attain in 
all of the Americas, the United States, North and South America, 
Latin America, Puerto Rico, and everyplace else. It holds it up as a 
shining example of the great success made by the Latin American 
people in the fight against the Yankee imperialism. 

ey don’t give e Communists too much of the credit for it down 
there, but in their own wording, with their semantics, what it means 
is that this is something that they really think is a very fine accom- 
plishment. 
(See Committee Exhibit No. 14, App. p. 2264.) 

The Farm Resolution is more or less really a joke. There are a 
number of statements in there of things that they would like to do for 
the farmers, but what it really amounts to is trying to involve the 
farmers in the Communist Party so that they can be liquidated as 
farmers and become collectives later on. It is not a very important 
document as far as I can tell. 

(See Committee Exhibit No. 16, App. p. 2268.) 
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In the Resolution on the Negro Question, the point is made now by 
the Communist Party, after all these many years, that the Negro 
people in the United States are not a nation. All the time that I was 
in the Communist Party, with sort of a brief lapse under Earl Brow- 
der, and that was not spelled out very well, the Negro people in the 
black beit of the South, where they are in an area of majority, a cer- 
tain area, were considered to be a separate nation with a right to 
secede. 

Now the Communist Party at this last convention, the 17th conven- 
tion, has gone on record that they are not a nation. But the practical 
program remains the same, of trying to get a hold among the Negro 
people for a force to — the Communists’ program. 

(See Committee Exhibit No. 19, App. p. 2276.) 

Resolution On the 1960 Elections—this document calls for utiliz- 
ing the elections to get the program of the Communist Party across. 
The point here is that the program that is put out by the Communist 
Party for the election is not for the solution of our problems. 

It might appear so on the surface, but when you add the whole 
thing together you will find, and you will readily see, it is not for a 
solution of the problems, whatever problems there may be; on the 
contrary, it is for an aggravation of the problems in order to have a 
crisis for the Communists to take over. 

Part of this is calling for so much spending in all directions and 
raising so much dissension in so many directions that it will eventually 
focus on the Government itself, to try to make the people realize that 
it is the Government as a whole that has to be gotten rid of, not just 
solving these problems. 

(See Committee Exhibit No. 20, App. p. 2286.) 

Mr. Arens. On that point, to what extent do the Communists, from 
your experience, engage in what we call political subversion, namely, 
pressure public officials to take a position which is favorable to the 
immediate objective of the Communists? 

Mrs. Harrie. That is a very, very important activity in the Com- 
munist Party. In fact, don’t know which activity is more im- 
portant or comes in for more time and effort than writing letters, 
sending petitions and delegations, and such and such, to Congressmen 
and Senators, and Governors, Mayors, and what have you. That isa 
very important part of Communist activity. 

Mr. Arens. They tell us, sneeringly, they can have 50,000 letters 
on Capitol Hill on any subject under the sun in 72 hours. Do you 
think that is an exaggeration, or, based upon your background and 
experience, do you think they are able, by enlisting the dupes and 
the suckers on any particular issue in which they are interested, to 
press the button and get the letters in Washington / 

Mrs. Harrir. That is no exaggeration, I assure you. 

Mr. Arens. But they don’t reveal it in their letters, in their cor- 
respondence, and in their petitions to the public officials that they 
ure Communists or that it is a Communist operation, do they? 

Mrs. Harrie. And many of the people that write the letters don’t 
now that it has anything te do with communism at that moment. 
But 1 would like to clarify that, because they will say: “Well, then, 
if nobody knows, what difference does it make /” 
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It makes this difference: The Communists work with these people, 
they get them to write these letters, they go to their homes, they get 
their names on the list. They recruit into the Communist Party the 
best prospects out of them, and they, in turn, then lead the rest of them. 

A andl force leads a large group of people, because if the Com- 
munists were just out here talking about Negro rights or labor rights, 
and that is all they were doing, surely they have as much right to do 
that as anybody else. But what they do is build the conspiracy, build 
the Communist Party, what they call the conspiracy, and organize a 
lot of other activities that you don’t know about, and that they don’t 
come out in the open about; such things as hiding mimeograph ma- 
chines, having undercover people here and there, and all kinds of ways 
of contact that nobody knows about, and a system whereby everybody 
will leave home overnight and not be available in case of an arrest or 
something like that. 

There is a lot that the Communist Party does that it doesn’t come 
to this committee with and say: “What is the matter with us? There 
is nothing wrong with us.” 

Mr. Arens. I might suggest with some degree of apology for the 
constant interruptions I have caused, in view of the time element in 
our stay, that I would appreciate it if we could conclude your general 
presentation in another 10 or 15 minutes. 

Mrs. Hartie. I think that will be highly ponent. 

Mr. Arens. Again I say, I am responsible for consuming so much 
of your time, but there are so many elements that I thought this ree- 
ord ought to reflect, based upon your extensive background and expe- 
rience, and based on the obvious—to those of us who are in this work— 
that we are losing to a few conspirators. 

Mrs. Harvie. There was a resolution on Puerto Rico at the 17th 
Convention. The Communist Party has had an interest in this ques- 
tion of Puerto Rico for many years. When I attended the national 
convention in New York in 1945, I, myself, introduced the resolution 
to the convention for the independence of Puerto Rico. 

Puerto Rico is considered by the Communist Party to be a colony 
of American imperialism, and that this colony should be free. They 
say it is Yankee imperialism holding down this colony. That is the 
program for Puerto Rico, and if the program is carried through it 
will be similar to that in Cuba, excepting that it will be the United 
States instead of Batista that is on the receiving end there, which will 
probably make it even worse. 

(See Committee Exhibit No. 22, App. p. 2500.) 

The Draft Resolution on Party Organization talks about how to 
build party organization and how to do it in united front work, which 
[ mentioned a moment ago. It is not united front work if you don’t 
build the Communist Party; it is not Communist work. 

A man can be in a trade union from now on and be a good trade 
union leader, but he must recruit into the Communist Party, get sub- 
scribers to the Communist press, hand out Communist literature, and 
spread the Communist propaganda to the most likely persons. 

(See Committee Exhibit No. 25, App. p. 2302.) 

Mr. Arens. Most of which is not revealed, per se, as Communist 
literature, is it ? 
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Mrs. Harrie. Most of which is not. But there is always that ele- 
ment in there of recruiting a few people in order to bring what they 
consider the best elements in to help operate and strengthen the con- 
spiracy itself, which has to have replacements from time to time. 

On the question of disarmament, the resolution carries on at great 
length about the need for disarmament for the United States, but it 
leaves it pretty well up in the air about disarmament anyplace else. 
Maybe they will say that that is not their province, but it doesn’t 
seem to bother them when it is on another subject that they do want 
to talk about. 

(See Committee Exhibit No. 24, App. p. 2308.) 

There is a document entitled Preconvention Discussion which shows 
that in the pre-convention discussion a Communist Party line on all 
the main issues had already been given and that the discussion was 
directed, because the resolution and keynote report of Gus Hall are 
very much along the lines of the so-called discussion before the 
convention. 

(See Committee Exhibit No. 25, App. p. 2316.) 

In the report on the constitution, there were quite a number of 
changes made in the constitution of the Communist Party of the 
USA, and it is my experience in the Communist Party that the con- 
stitution is changed fairly regularly to meet the exigencies of the 
situation. 

(See Committee Exhibit No. 26, App. p. 2385.) 

Mr. Arens. At previous conventions did they change the constitu- 
tion in order to meet the changing legislative devices which this com- 
mittee attempts to recommend to cope with the conspiracy ¢ 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes; that is right. I have been in discussions in 
the national convention where those very matters were discussed, 
how the wording can be so you can get the Marxism-Leninism across, 
and still avoid legal prosecution. 

That, I think, covers, as far as I can recall, the main points in these 
documents. 

Mr. Arens. We appreciate your general summary, Mrs. Hartle. 
Your interpretation of | these documents of the National Committee of 
the Communist Party will help lay a foundation for other matters 
which we want to go into. 

I would respectfully suggest, Mr, Chairman, that will conclude 
the staff interrogation of Mrs. Hartle, but I would like to request, 
if it is agreeable with her, that she might keep herself available 
in the course of the next day or so, because we may have overlooked 
some item on which we would like to have the benefit of her judg- 
ment and interpretation in this record before we conclude our sessions 
here in San Francisco. 

Mr. Witu1s. Thank you very much, Mrs. Hartle. 

Call your next witness. 

Mr. Arens. The next witness, if you please, Mr. Chairman, will 
be Mr. Merle Brodsky. 

Please come forward and remain standing while the chairman 
administers an oath. 

Mr. Wheeler, would you kindly see that Mr. Merle Brodsky is 
paged—f he is in the hail? 

Mr. Wuiu1s. Please raise your right hand, 
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Do you solemnly swear the testimony you are about to give before 
this subcommittee will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing 
but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Bropsxy. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF MERLE BRODSKY, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 
GEORGE R. ANDERSEN 


Mr. Arens. Kindly identify yourself by name, residence, and 
occupation, 

Mr. Bropsky. My name is Merle Brodsky. I live at 3915 Patter- 
son Avenue, Oakland. Iam atile mason. 

Mr. Arens. You are appearing today, Mr. Brodsky, in response to 
a subpena which was served upon you by this committee ? 

Mr. Bropsxy. I—just a moment. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Bropsxy. Yes; I am appearing in response to a subpena, 

Mr. Arens. And you are represented by counsel ¢ 

Mr. Bropsxy. Yes; I am represented by counsel. 

Mr. Arens. Counsel, kindly identify yourself. 

Mr. Anpersen. George R. Andersen, 240 Montgomery, attorney 
at law. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Brodsky, do we have the spelling of your name 
correct—B-r-o-d-s-k-y 

Mr. Bropsxy. That is correct. 

Mr. Arens. Have you ever used any name other than the name 
Merle Brodsky, pursuant to which you are appearing here today ¢ 

(The witness conferred with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Bropsxy. I would like to know from the committee, for my 
clarification, what is the pertinency of this question in relationship to 
your function here? 

Mr. Arens. I would be glad to explain it to you, sir. 

This Committee on Un-American Activities is under a mandate 
from the United States Congress to maintain a continuing surveillance 
over the administration ademmesion of the security laws of this Na- 
tion for the purpose of advising the Congress of the United States 
respecting the administration and operation of such laws as the In- 
ternal Security Act of 1950, the Communist Control Act of 1954, the 
Foreign Agents Registration Act, Espionage and Sabotage Act, for 
the purpose of advising the Congress respecting any amendments 
which the committee might feel the facts justify, respecting the opera- 
tions of this conspiratorial force on American soil known as the Com- 
munist Party and the activities of those conspirators popularly known 
as Communists. 

In order for this committee to make a studied judgment, make 
recommendations, advise the Congress of the United States respect- 
ing the operation of this conspiracy, we must interrogate the con- 
spirators, we must have the facts which we get from testimony under 
oath. 

This committee has received testimony here on this record respect- 
ing certain of the programs and activities of the Communists. This 
committee in the past has learned about Communist techniques of 
changing names; of going in what the Communist conspirators call 
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the underground; of the Communist tie-in with the international 
Communist apparatus; of the Communist conditioning of the minds 
of people to believe that they are only liberals, that they are out to do 
good and the like; Communists using suckers and dupes to carry the 
Communist line; Communists remaining in the background, manipu- 
lating those whom they are able to lay their hands on or to dupe. 

It is the information of this committee, sir, that you are now a hard- 
core Communist conspirator; that in the past you have obliterated 
all identification of yourself and have used an alias and have been, 
for some several years, in the Communist conspiracy, in the Com- 
munist underground. 

If you, sir, while you are under oath, will answer this first question 
which I have just posed to you, as to whether or not you have ever 
used an alias, I intend to pursue this line of inquiry. 

I intend to ask you what alias you used. I intend to ask you under 
what circumstances you used it. I intend to paren with you not your 
beliefs, not your associations, not your itical concepts as these 
dupes are taught to use against this committee. In intend to ask you 
about your conspiratorial activities on behalf of this awful force 
which is sweeping the world. 

I intend to ask you, sir, about what part you are playing now in 
this area to further the program Witness Hartle just announced as 
part and parcel of the program of this conspiratorial force on Ameri- 
can soil, all for the purpose of having information which this 
committee might take back to Washington; that its research staff can 
analyze and interpret it, so that the Committee on Un-American 
Activities may advise the Congress of the United States in the dis- 
charge of its legislative duties to try to cope with this conspiracy 
when would destroy freedom in this country. 

Now, sir, with that explanation, I respectfully request you to 
answer the last outstanding principal question: Have you ever used 
any name other than the name Merle Brodsky ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Bropsxy. I am sorry, but all I got there was a speech. I am not 
following you. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that this record 
now reflect an order and direction to this witness to answer the out- 
standing question or suffer the possibility of contempt citation. 

Mr. Bropsxy. May I answer the question first ? 

Am I not entitled to ask clarification? I didn’t understand the 
statement. 

Mr. Wituis. I order you to answer it. You have your counsel to 
advise you whether you should or not. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Bropsxy. I would have to say, Mr. Chairman, that, in light 
of the way the counsel placed this, he has accused me of crimes, he 
has threatened me with all sorts of things; that the only alternative 
I have is to utilize, first, the first amendment, my right and privilege 
of freedom of speech and press and privacy of it; secondly, the four- 
teenth amendment, that this committee is constituted illegally because 
the chairman of this committee represents a district where there are 
over 300,000 voters and only 8,000 voters in that district, or over 
9,000; and also on the grounds, and especially in light of the way the 
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person here placed it, on the grounds that I cannot be compelled to be 
a witness against myself. 

(A disturbance in the hearing room. ) 

Mr. Proceed, counsel. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Brodsky, how long have you been employed in 
your present place of employment ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Bropsxy. Again, please try to give me a short answer this 
time. 

Mr. Wius. I think the general foundation he has laid for these 
questions is considered to be sufficient. I suggest that you answer 
the question. 

Mr. Bropsxy. As long as you suggest it, Mr. Chairman, let me 
suggest that my occupation and my livelihood is being jeopardized 
by this committee as a reason why I am trying to get clarification 
but short and brief, not a speech or an attack, but a short and brief 
explanation of what is the pertinency of my work here? 

r. Arens. The pertinency of your work is that I expect to pursue 
this line of questioning to determine how long you have been engaged 
in the profession or occupation which you announced as your 
present profession or occupation, with the end in view of attemptin 
to trace, if we possibly can, for the purpose of the security of this 
Nation, your activities, if any, which you will reveal in this con- 
spiratorial force known as the Communist Party, when you went into 
the underground, when you came out of the underground, certain of 
your activities on behalf of this force, which is the same force that 
sent the tanks into Budapest. 

Now, sir, kindly answer the last outstanding principal question. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Bropsxy. You got me mixed up again. You are bringing in 
the whole world here. I can’t understand it. What was the answer 
to my question ¢ 

Are you trying to jeopardize my employment, my job? What is the 
pertinency of this question to passing the laws of the United States? 
That is what I would like to know, but not a big speech, please. 

Mr. Wituts. A sufficient foundation has been made. We don’t want 
to delay this thing. 

Mr. Arens. I suggest the witness be ordered and directed—— 

Mr. Wuuts. A sufficient foundation has been laid. I order you to 
answer the question. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Bropsky. What isthe question again ? 

Mr. Wuuts. Will you repeat the simple question ? 

Mr. Arens. How long have you n engaged in your present 
occupation, which I believe you said was a tile setter, or something 
to that effect. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Bropsxy. I am unemployed at the present time. 

Mr. Arens. What was your last principal employment ? 

Mr. Bropsxy. Again, I would like to ask 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I think this record is abundantly clear. 
I respectfully suggest this witness now be ordered and directed to 
answer the question. 
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Mr. Wits. I order you to answer the question. 

Mr. Bropsxy. The question is my—— 

Mr. Arens, —last principal occupation. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Bropsxy. I said it was a tile mason. 

Mr. Arens. What was your occupation immediately prior to your 
occupation as a tile mason, please, sir ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Bropsxy. I was a machinist. 

Mr. Arens. And how long did you pursue that occupation ? 

Mr. Bropsxy. I would like, Mr. Chairman, and by this point I 
think I am entitled to, some clarification of what are the pertinencies 
of these questions. Is the pertinency of this question, one, to keep 
me out of what my present trade is, and, two, to try to keep me from 
going back to my trade after I am finished? Is this the pertinency 
of this question ? 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, we have heard this type of Communist 
line from one end of this country to another. We would like to have 
the witness answer the question of how long he engaged in the pre- 
ceding occupation. 

Mr. Bropsxy. Mr. Chairman, I appeal to you. You are from Con- 
gress, but he is just an agent. I appeal to you to direct him to answer 
me what is the pertinency. Is he trying to drive me out of a liveli- 
hood? That is what I want to know. 

Mr. Witu1s. No, that is not the pertinency. He is going back to 
an area where perhaps you were employed in other matters. 

Anyway, I direct you to answer the question. 

Mr. Bropsxy. Where I was employed how? I’m sorry. I didn’t 
hear you, 

Mr. Wits. I order you to answer the question. 

Mr. Bropsxy. Are you through explaining the question ? 

Mr. Wius. Yes. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel. 

ane Iam sorry, I got lost again. What was the question 
again 

Mr. Wiu1s. Ask the next question, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Arens. What was your first principal occupation after com- 
pleting your formal education ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Bropsxy. I was a tile helper. 

Mr. Arens. How long did you pursue that occupation ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Bropsxy. I guess it must have been about a couple of years. 

; Ms. Arens. Where did you complete your formal education, please, 
sir? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Bropsxy. I never did complete it. 

Mr. Arens. Where did you complete that part of your education 
— ~ did complete. Where were you given higher education, 
if an 
( The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Bropsxy. It was in Los Angeles. 
Mr. Arens. What was your occupation in 1951? 
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(The witness conferred with his counsel.) ; 
Mr. Bropsxy. I just don’t remember that date. } 
Mr. Arens. Do you know a person by the name of Moiselle Clinger ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Bropsxy. I cannot answer that question. I think that the pur- 
pose now is you are going to begin to name all kinds of names and then 
ask me do I know this and that. 

I think my conviction is that you are proceeding on the grounds that 
this committee has no right to get into my privacy of association, of 
political beliefs. 

I think this is very clear to you. I think it has been made clear. I 
see no reason of repeating this line of questioning with me. 

Therefore, in good conscience, by my rights under the Constitution, 
I can see no reason to answer this question. 

Mr. Arens. I assure you we are not undertaking to pursue your 
political beliefs at all. You told us a few minutes ago you could not 
recall your activities or your employment in 1951. We have a docu- 
ment here which we thought might refresh your recollection. It is a 
copy of an article in the Daily People’s World of June 11, 1951: 
“CRC rallies launch fight on court edict.” 

I will display this to you in just a moment. 

Among other items in the article appears the following with respect 
to a rally that was conducted. The leadership of the rally is listed { 
here, including Merle Brodsky, who is identified here in the Daily Py 
People’s World article as area organizer of the Communist Party. / 

Look at that document which Mr. Wheeler will now display to you i | 
and see if that refreshes your recollection respecting your activities in | 
1951. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

wr Bropsky. Would you repeat the question, if there was a ques- 
tion 

Mr. Arens. The question is this, if I did not pose it in the precise Ez 
form of a question : 

Are you properly identified in that article, in 1951, as an organizer : 
for the Communist Party ? zz 

(Document marked “Brodsky Exhibit No. 1, and retained in com- _ 
mittee files.) 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Bropsxy. Well, in view of the accusation, vituperative accusa- Ez 
tions, that you have already levied, it leaves me no alternative but, first, ; f 
to rely on my rights of political privacy, my rights of freedom of 
speech and press. foi 

Secondly, my deep, personal conviction that no committee has a 
right to judge a citizen of the United States that has on it a member | = « 
who was elected in violation of the fourteenth amendment of the ; 
Constitution of these United States; and zz. 

Third, on my fundamental right, and especially again in view of 
the fact of the accusations by the hireling of this committee on my 
= rights that I cannot be compelled to be a witness against | 
myself. 

‘Mr. Arens. Moiselle Clinger testified before this committee under Si. 
oath, some months ago, October 20, 1959, that while she was a member 
of the Communist Party operating in the hard core, she knew you, 
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to a certainty, as a member of the Communist Party and one of the 
leaders in the Los Angeles area. 

We would like to give you an opportunity to deny, while you are 
under oath, the validity and accuracy of that testimony. you 
care to avail yourself of that opportunity ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Bropsxy. Mr. Chairman, before I comment on anybody’s testi- 
mony, I would insist on the following: 

First, that such a person confront me in person and stand right here 
and confront me, or, second, at least that I be confronted with a 
copy of the testimony. : 

But isn’t it proper for this committee, or doesn’t this committee 
believe that. such a person—I am asking you a question, Mr. Chair- 
man—doesn’t this committee believe that if a person stands up before 
this committee to accuse somebody they should appear in person and 
face the person they are accusing? Is that the procedure of this 
committee or not 

Mr. Arens. We would like to read you this testimony. 

Mr. Bropsky. I talked to the chairman, not to you. 

Mr. Chairman, Can I address a question to you over his head ? 

Mr. Wits. The question can be asked in a different form, and 
refer to it. 

What he has indicated is that someone swore that you were a member 
of the Communist Party, some months ago, and the simple question is: 

Was that person telling the truth, or, if you prefer it another way, 
then counsel can ask you the direct question: Were you a member of 
the Communist Party on that date. That would accommodate you. 

Mr. Bropsxy. I am not here to comment on other people’s testimony. 
Tam here to answer questions directly. 

Mr. Wituis. Ask him the direct question. 

Mr. Arens. Were you the section organizer of the Communist Party 
in Santa Monica, California? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Bropsxy. Mr. Chairman, I especially address myself to the 
Chair, it seems that the agent of this committee is pursuing on a line, 
the answers of which become fairly obvious. He has accused me and 
made violent accusations. Therefore, it is obvious that the only 
answer I can give to this type of question, the only possible, conceiv- 
able, constitutional answer, is, first, my right of political privacy and 
freedom of speech and the press. 

peels, my right not. to be compelled to be a witness against 
myself. 

I ask the Chair to please instruct this man to stop this line of 
questioning. 

Mr. Witiis. Mr. Arens is one of the most dedicated American 
citizens I know. Proceed. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Witness, where were you employed in the fall and 
winter of 1956 

Mr. Bropsky. Whiat was that year? 

an Arens. Where were you employed in the fall and winter of 

1956 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Bropsxy. Mr. Chairman—— 
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Mr. Wits. The question is quite simple. 

Mr. Bropsxy. May I answer the question as I wish ? 

Mr. Witus. There is an outstanding question. I order you to 
answer the question. 

Mr. Bropsxy. I am trying to answer the question. May I proceed 
to answer the question ? 

Mr. Wis. Answer the question. 

Mr. Bropsxy. As I see fit to answer this question, Mr, Chairman, or 
are you saying I can’t answer it? 

Mr. Wituis. Answer the question. 

Mr. Bropsxy. May I consult with my attorney. I want to answer 
the question, but I am not clear now whether you say I can or I can’t. 
May I answer the question ? 

Mr. Wiuuts. Just answer the question. 

Mr. Bropsxy. In answering the question, you have asked me, and I 
have told you of various trades I have been involved in, when the 
committee asked me. That has been clear to this committee. 

It seems that Mr.—what’s his name—I forget his name—he is now 
branching over again into where I have made clear, questions involv- 
ing right of political privacy, what I believed in, what my politics are, 
whatever else are my sacred and personal beliefs, and so forth. 

Therefore, I must refuse to answer on the grounds of the first 
amendment and on the rights that I cannot be compelled to be a 
witness against myself. 

Mr. Arens. Were you in November 1956 secretary of the Alameda 
County Communist Party ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Bropsxy. The same answer. 

Mr. Arens. We display to you now, if you please, sir, a thermofax 
reproduction of an article in the Communist publication, the People’s 
World of November 16, 1956, in which, among other language, the 
following appears: “Merle Brodsky, Alameda county Communist 
party secretary.” 

Mr. Wheeler will now display that to you. 

Tell this committee whether or not the identification of yourself 
in November 1956 as secretary of the Alameda County Communist 
Party is true and correct ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Bropsxy. Mr. Chairman, for the same reasons, I have to give 
the same answer. 
be —— marked “Brodsky Ex. No, 2,” and retained in committee 
es. 

Mr. Wits. Proceed. 

Mr. Arens. Now, let us move on to the year 1957. Can you tell us 
what your occupation was in 1957? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Bropsxy. I am trying to refresh my memory. I believe in the 
year 1957 I was a machinist. To the best of my recollection, I was. 

Mr. Arens. Were you engaged in any other activity in 1957? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Bropsxy. Any other activity I may have proceeded in that 
year is concerned with questions of beliefs, associations, questions 
that I have made very clear to this committee I do not believe they 
have the right to ask, and, therefore, I decline to answer. 
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Mr. Arens. Were you a leader in the East Bay region of the Com- 
munist Party, the East Bay region comprising Alameda and Contra 
Costa Counties? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Bropsky. Same answer. 

Mr. Arens. We display to you now, if you please, a thermofax 
reproduction of an article appearing in the Daily People’s World of 
January 4, 1957, in which the Communist press, itself, describes you 
in that capacity. 

Kindly look at that document and tell this committee while you 
are under oath whether or not that identification of yourself in that 
capacity, by the Communist press, was true and correct. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Anprersen. There are two. Do you want us to read them both? 

Mr. Arens. Just turn to the back page which gives the description 
and identification by the Communist press of this man. 

Mr. ANDERSEN. Would you show it to us, please. 

Mr. Arens. Show it to him, Mr. Wheeler. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Anpersen. This has an exhibit 6 on it. You mean the reverse 
of that, the reverse of the page where the six is written. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Bropsky. Same answer. 

(Document marked “Brodsky Exhibit No. 3,” and retained in com- 
mittee files. ) 

Mr. Arens. Did you file an income tax return for the years 1951, 
1952, 1953, or 1954? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Bropsky. What is the pertinency of that? 

Mr. Arens. I am glad you asked me, because I want the record to 
reflect what we think is the pertinency of that, namely, that it is the 
information of this committee that during 1951, 1952, 1953, and 1954, 
you obliterated your identity, went into the underground of the 
conspiratorial apparatus, the Communist Party, and we would like 
to ask you whether or not during that period of years, 1951 through 
1954, you revealed to the Federal Government. via the income tax re- 
turn device from whence you gained your income. 

(The witness conferred with counsel.) 

Mr. Bropsxy. Mr. Chairman, you seem to be alluding to the fact 
that you have some forms or something, income tax forms, before you. 
What confuses me and what I want answered is my understanding 
that income tax forms are sacred property that are not to be revealed 
to anyone, 

If that is the case, I want to know from this committee, what is 
your access to the income tax forms of the people of this country. 
Are you now going into this question ? 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that the witness 
now be ordered and directed to answer the question. 

Mr. Yes. 

Mr. Bropsky. Do you illegally have forms? If you do, you are 
illegally asking question. 

I want to know. Does this committee have income tax forms? 
Are you going into that area now? What area are you going to leave 
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I have a right to ask that question on the income tax forms. There 
is 2 Department of Revenue in this country and not an un-American 
committee. These things have been sacred. 

I want to know how the committee crossed that line, I demand an 
answer to that. 

Mr. Arens. Now, sir, I—— 

Mr. Bropsxy. Can I ask the chairman. He has authority here. 
You don’t. I want to know. 

Mr. Wiis. Mr. Arens, ask him the direct question about the three 
years. 

’ Mr. Arens. Four years. The outstanding principal question is: 
Did you file a Federal income tax return for the years 1951, 1952, 1953, 
and 1954? 

I respectfully suggest that the witness be ordered and directed to 
answer the question. 

Mr. Wituts. Mr. Arens, you misunderstood me. You revealed the 
pertinency for the four years, but will you ask him that direct question 
and accomplish the same / 

Mr. Bropsxy. May I ask, does this committee have income tax 
forms? 

Mr. Wuuts. Ask the question directly. 

Mr. Bropskxy. I am asking you directly, yes. 

Mr. Arens. I am a little confused as to the status of the record. 

Mr. Wiis. He asked the pertinency of the question, I believe. 

Mr. Arens. The purpose is to determine whether this man, during 
the period of time aboet which we have asked him, while he was in the 
underground, made a revelation to the Federal Government as to the 
sources of his income during the years 1951, 1952, 1953, and 1954. 

I respectfully suggest the chairman order and direct the witness to 
answer the question. 

Mr. Bropsxy. This is a sacred question we are going into, income 
tax forms. Never before have I known of a committee entitled to 
start asking people about their income tax forms. I am asking: Has 
the Un-American Committee started now to look into the tax forms 
of the American people? 

I am entitled to ask that. If not, have you the forms? What in- 
formation do you base thison? Forget the other question. 

Please, try to answer my simple question in a simple matter and not 
about Hungary and all of that. 

Mr. Arens. I would be happy to answer that question. 

This Committee on Un-American Activities does not have income 
tax forms, nor is the Committee on Un-American Activities investi- 
gating the income tax forms. 

Mr. Bropsky. Why are you asking me? If you want other in- 
formation, why don’t you ask the other information? Why have you 
entered into the area of asking me about my income tax forms? You 
are beating around the bush. 

(Disturbance in the hearing room.) 

Mr. Wiiuts. Now wait a minute. 

You youngsters were outside because there were no seats. We 
brought you in here. I'd like to have you hear the hearing, but we are 
not going to permit disturbances. You were not here a while ago 
when I said it. 
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Mr. Arens. I want an explanation on this record, because we re- 
gard this as a crucial question, a crucial line of inquiry. 

This record presently reflects that this witness, by documentation of 
the conspiracy itself 1s, and has been, a member of the Communist 
Party. 

We have confronted this witness with the information of this com- 
mittee that during 4 years, 1951, 1952, 1953 and 1954, this witness was 
engaged in the underground of the conspiracy, the Communist Party, 
, We have asked him now three or four times to put on the record 
whether or not he filed Federal income tax returns for those years re- 
vealing the sources of his income. 


I emns suggest, Mr. Chairman, the witness be ordered aud 
directed to answer the question. 
) Mr. Bropsxy. The chairman looked like he wanted to say some- 


thing. Do you want to say something 
r. Wiuuts. I think the question 1s perfectly proper the way coun- 
} sel has asked it. 
Mr. Bropsxy. You think it is proper for this committee to ask any 
x American citizen about their income tax forms. 
Mr. Wits. I’ve been awfully patient and I think decent with you. 
Now, let me say this: He has told you, of course, we do not have 
income tax forms or income tax information. He has asked you a 
direct, question whether, during those 4 years, you filed an income tax 
return, which might show your employment during those 4 years. 


¢ | You have declined to give it. That is all this is about. 
e So I direct you to answer the question. 
e (The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Bropsky. Mr. Chairman, in view of the statement of the 
0 counsel and the accusations of the counsel, he meetnentty is accusing 

me of something and, therefore, I have to decline on the same 

grounds. 
0 Mr. Writs. Proceed to the next question. 
is Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, is the record clear that this witness has 
1S been ordered and directed to answer the question ? 

Mr. Writs. Yes, I ordered him and he reiterated his denial. 
me (The witness conferred with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Bropsxy. I gave the same answer. If he wants me to spell it 
ot out, you have heard it spelled out before. 


Mr. Wins. I ordered you to answer, and you gave the same an- 
swer, based on the same reliance on the first and fifth amendments. 
ne The record so shows. 


i Mr. Arens. Are you now one of the leaders of the East Bay region 
of the Communist Party ? 

n- Mr. Bropsxy. I don’t think this committee has any right to in- 

ou | quire into my political beliefs. 

ou Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest the witness be 


ordered and directed to answer that question. 
Mr. Wis. The question is proper, and I order you to answer it. 
(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 


Ve { Mr. Brovsxy. Mr. Chairman, this question, it seems to me, goes 
ire | tothe heart of the question. I am being asked what are my political 
go | beliefs. In essence, I am being asked who would I vote for, who 


would I support, who would I be for, who would I be against. 
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I am being asked in the most straightforward way a question that 
the first amendment of the Constitution clearly says nobody there- 
after, whether it be a Mr. What’s-His-Name or anybody else, would 
have the right to say to any person, what political party do you be- 
long to, are you a Communist, are you a Democrat, are you a Republi- 
can, how do you stand on this question, a public body cal ing you before 
the newspapers, the television, and saying, “Here, you no longer have 
political privacy.” 

Therefore, Mr. Chairman, first, I must say that from the most 
deepest conviction, first I must defend the first amendment of the 
Constitution by relying on it. 

Secondly, Mr. Chairman, and I say this again in deep consciousness, 
I think it is presumptuous that from an area of where three hundred 
thousand people are denied the right to vote, or denied the right of 
political expression to say how, in a secret manner in a ballot box, they 
want to stand, that a committee chaired by such a person dares ask 
me what is my political belief. 

Therefore, on the grounds of the fourteenth amendment I must 
take this. 

Further, Mr. Chairman, my recollection of history, and I believe 
it is correct, is that after the inquisitorial period of where bodies that 
had no right were able to assume power, power through control of 
mediums of communication and publication, were able to drag people 
before them and say, “Are you a believer or are you not a believer,” 
a law was passed that said ea you reach a point like this, when other 
laws can’t be used to defend you, such as your right of freedom of 
speech and press, we give you one more weapon, tell that committee 
x te can’t compel you to be a witness against yourself. 

And I tell you, Mr. Chairman, and I tell you, committee, I stand on 
that sacred amendment. 

I will not be compelled to be a witness against myself. 

Mr. Arens. Do you honestly apprehend, sir, that if you told this 
committee truthfully, while you were under oath, whether or not you 
are presently a leader of the East Bay region of the Communist Party, 
you would be supplying information which could be used against you 
inacriminal proceeding ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Bropsxy. Mr. Chairman, I have told him—I forget his name— 
I have told him answers to a number of questions, the essence of which 
is my politics is none of his business and I have to give the same 
answer, just none of his business. 

I state again my politics is none of this committee’s business. That 
is what I state, and I state it backing me up with the constitutional 
provisions which says you can tell a committee like this it is none of 
their business. That is what I am doing. 

Mr. Wuis. Proceed. 

Mr. Arens. Yes, but could you help this committee by telling us 
whether or not you have ever used the name Steve Bradley ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Wuu1s. That is a simple question, it is a pertinent question, 
and I order you to answer it. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 
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Mr. Bropsky. I have to have clarification; he asked me if I am 
going to help this committee and I am not going to help this commit- 
tee in any way. 

Please, don’t accuse me of helping the committee. That is a ques- 
tion that needs rephrasing. 

Mr. Wituis. Ask him the direct question. 

Mr. Arens. Have you ever used the name Steve Bradley ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Bropsky. Same answer, the first, fifth, fourteenth, eighth 
amendments. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that will con- 
clude the staff interrogation of this witness. 

Mr. Wits. The witness is excused. 

Mr. Arens. The next witness, if you please, will be Martin Marcus. 

Kindly come forward and remain standing while the chairman 
administers an oath. 

Mr. Wuuuis. Kindly raise your right hand. 

You do solemnly swear that the testimony you are about to give 
before this subcommittee, will be the truth, the whole truth, and 
nothing but the truth, so help you God ? 

Mr. Marcus. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF MARTIN IRVING MARCUS, ACCOMPANIED BY 
COUNSEL, CHARLES A. STEWART 


Mr. Arens. Kindly identify yourself by name, residence, and occu- 
pation. 

Mr. Marcus. My name is Martin I. Marcus. I reside at 1498 Peco 
Avenue, Pacific Grove, Calif. Iam a teacher. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Marcus, you are appearing today in response to a 
subpena which was served upon you by this committee ? 

(Witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Marcus. Would you repeat the question ? 

Mr. Arens, You are appearing today in response to a subpena which 
was served upon you by this committee 

Mr. Marcus. That is correct. 

Mr. Arens. You are represented by counsel ? 

Mr. Marcus. Yes, Iam. 

Mr. Arens. Counsel, kindly identify yourself. 

Mr. Srewarr. My name is Charles A. Stewart, attorney at law, prac- 
ticing in Carmel, Calif., Lincoln at Seventh. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Marcus, are you now, or have you ever been, a mem- 
ber of the Communist Party ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Marcus. Could you please explain to me the specific legislation 
which is pertinent to this question which you have asked me? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Marcus. Could you please give me the title of the bill, or bills? 

Mr. Arens. The explanation which I shall now make to the witness 
as to the pertinency of that question is that this Committee on Un- 
American Activities, pursuant to a mandate of the Congress of the 
United States, is undertaking to develop factual information respect- 
ing the operation of the Communist Party, its techniques, its strate- 
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gies, its tactics, all for the purpose of being able to appraise our pres- 
ent security laws, for the purpose of having a fund of information 
as a background to recommend to the Congress amendments to 
these laws. 

In order for the Committee on Un-American Activities to know 
about the Communist operation, we subpena before the committee 
persons who we have reason to believe possess information which, if 
they will reveal it to the committee, would add to the fund of knowl- 
edge of the committee. 

We believe, sir, that you have such information. 

As a preliminary question, I should like, therefore, to ask you: 
_ _. now, or have you ever been, a member of the Communist 

arty 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Marcus. I respectfully object to this question, on the principal 
ground that the first amendment of the Constitution prevents Congress 
from asking any questions in my private and persona] political beliefs. 

In addition, I foal that I would like to object to the question on the 
basis of the fourth amendment, the fifth amendment, which states that 
I cannot be compelled to give testimony against myself, that I may not 
be deprived of life, liberty or property without due process of law; the 
sixth amendment which guarantees me the right to be confronted with 
accusers, to compel witnesses to testify in my favor. 

With the eighth amendment which says that cruel punishment shall 
not be inflicted, and I believe one of the purposes of this committee is 
to bring people to public scorn and cause them to lose their jobs, which 
is a very cruel punishment, and the ninth amendment, which states 
that the rights which people have which may not be enumerated in the 
Constitution, shall not be denied to the people, but shall be retained 
by the people. 

Mr. Arens. I don’t believe, sir, you told us your employment. You 
said you were engaged in—this singing and noise and demonstration 
outside, it makes it difficult for us to hear you. 

Where did you say you were employed ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Marcus. You did not ask me where I was employed. 

Mr. Arens. Then kindly tell us, please, sir. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Marcus. I object to this question on the same grounds, 

Mr. Wits. You say you object? Do you mean decline to answer 
for the same reason ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Marcus. That is correct. 

Mr. Arens. Are you now a member of the Communist Party ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Marcus. I decline to answer that question because it has already 
been asked and I have already answered it. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest the witness be 
ordered and directed to answer that question. It is not the same as 
the first question which I asked him. 

Mr. Wis. I think the question was have you ever been—— 

Mr. Marcus. Would the court reporter please read back the first 
question ¢ 
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Mr. Arens. I will give it to you, then. 

Are you now a member of the Communist Party / 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Marcus. I object to the question. 

Mr. Wiuuis. You decline to answer? 

Mr. Marcus. I decline to answer the question on the principal 
grounds that there is no legislation which can be enacted by Congress 
which has any pertinency to a person’s freedom of speech, freedom of 
press or political beliefs. 

In addition, I decline to answer on the basis of the other grounds 
cited in the other question. 

Mr. Arens. Now, sir, I lay before you a reproduction of an applica- 
tion for credential as an instructor in the public school service in Cal- 
ifornia, which is signed by Martin I. Marcus, dated July 1, 1959. 

In the application there is an aflidavit and an oath of allegiance. 
This oath of allegiance reads as follows: 

I solemnly affirm (or swear) that I will support the Constitution of the 
United States of America, the Constitution of the State of California, and the 
laws of the United States and the State of California, and will by precept and 
example, promote respect for the Flag and the statutes of the United States and 
of the State of California, reverence for law and order, and undivided allegiance 
to the government of the United States of America. 

Kindly look at that document, sir, and tell this committee whether 
or not when you signed that document you were at that instant a 
member of the Communist Party. 

(Document marked “Marcus Exhibit No. 1,” and retained in com- 
inittee files. ) 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Marcus. I acknowledge that the signature on this oath of 
allegiance is mine, that I have taken an oath of allegiance to support 
the Constitution of the United States of America; that because I have 
taken this oath I cannot answer--I decline to answer the question on 
the grounds, the principal grounds, that to answer it would be against 
upholding the Constitution of the United States of America, and the 
amendments to the Constitution which state that Congress shall make 
no law, and so forth, respecting freedom of speech, freedom of press, 
political opinions, and also that the fifth amendment of the Con- 
stitution guarantees to the innocent as well as to the guilty, the right 
to refuse to be compelled to give testimony against one’s self. 

Mr. Anens. Kindly tell this committee, while you are under oath, 
whether or not you honestly apprehend that if you told this com- 
mittee whether or not you were a member of the Communist Party 
the instant you signed that affidavit in 1959, you would be supplying 
information which might be used against you in a criminal proceeding. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Marcus. IT have sworn to uphold the Constitution; therefore, 
| decline to answer this question because the Constitution, which I 
have sworn to uphold, says that a witness may not be compelled to 
vive testimony against himself. 

And I would like to further remind this committee that this privi- 
lege of refusing to bear witness against one’s self, extends to me as 
wellas it may to guilty people. 
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Mr. Arens. Sir, we put it to you as a fact, and ask you to affirm or 
deny the fact, that in the recent past you were on the County Com- 
mittee of the Communist Party of Sonoma County. 

Would you kindly affirm or deny that statement while you are 
under oath. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Marcus. On the basis of the same principal grounds which I 
stated before, I decline to answer this question. 

Mr. Arens. It is the information of this committee sir, that you 
are the Sonoma County regional representative, or were until recently, 
to the California Executive Committee of the Communist Party. 

Kindly affirm or deny that statement. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Marcus. The same answer. 

Mr. Arens. Do you, sir, presently have information respecting the 
current operations here in California of that conspiratorial force 
which masquerades behind the facade of the Communist Party; do you 
presently have information respecting the activities of members of 
the Communist Party ? 

Do you presently have information respecting the program of the 
Communist Party here in California, current information ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Marcus. The same answer. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that will con- 
clude the staff interrogation of this witness. He will be the last of 
the witnesses we expect to call today. We had other witnesses we 
expected to call, but because of a number of delays, disruptions and 
the difficulty which we are presently encountering because of the 
demonstration just outside the door of the hearing room, I respect- 
fully suggest that we recess now, Mr. Chairman, to resume tomorrow 
morning at nine-thirty, in this hearing room. 

Mr. Wits. The witness is excused. We will resume our session 
tomorrow morning at 9:30. 

(Committee members present in the hearing room: Mr. Willis and 
Mr. Johansen.) 

(Thereupon, at 4:20 p.m., Thursday, May 12, 1960, the subcommittee 
was recessed, to reconvene at 9:30 a.m., Friday, May 13, 1960.) 
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APPENDIX—PART 4 


Pusiic Law 601, 79rm ConcGress 
The legislation under which the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities operates is Public Law 601, 79th Congress [1946]; 60 Stat. 
812, which provides: 


Be is enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States 
of America in Congress assembled, * * * 


PART 2—RULES OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


X 
SEC. 121. STANDING COMMITTEES 
ok ok * * * 
17. Committee on Un-American Activities, to consist of nine Members. 
XI 
POWERS AND DUTIES OF COMMITTEES 


(q) (1) Committee on Un-American Activities. 

(A) Un-American activities. 

(2) The Committee on Un-American Activities, as a whole or by subcommit- 
tee, is authorized to make from time to time investigations of (i) the extent, 
character, and objects of un-American propaganda activities in the United States, 
(ii) the diffusion within the United States of subversive and un-American propa- 
ganda that is instigated from foreign countries or of a domestic origin and attacks 
the principle of the form of government as guaranteed by our Constitution, and 
(iii) all other questions in relation thereto that would aid Congress in any neces- 
sary remedial legislation. 

The Committee on Un-American Activities shall report to the House (or to the 
Clerk of the House if the House is not in session) the results of any such investi- 
gation, together with such recommendations as it deems advisable. 

For the purpose of any such investigation, the Committee on Un-American 
Activities, or any subcommittee thereof, is authorized to sit and act at such 
times and places within the United States, whether or not the House is sitting, 
has recessed, or has adjourned, to hold such hearings, to require the attendance 
of such witnesses and the production of such books, papers, and documents, and 
to take such testimony, as it deems necessary. Subpenas may be issued under 
the signature of the chairman of the committee or any subcommittee, or by any 
member designated by any such chairman, and may be served by any person 
designated by any such chairman or member. 


* * * * * 


XII 


LEGISLATIVE OVERSIGHT BY STANDING COM MITTEES 


Sec. 136. To assist the Congress in appraising the administration of the laws 
and in developing such amendments or related leigslation as it may deem neces- 
sary, each standing committee of the Senate and the House of Representatives 
shall exercise continuous watchfulness of the execution by the administrative 
agencies concerned of any laws, the subject matter of which is within the jurisdic- 
tion of such committee; and, for that purpose, shall study all pertinent reports 
and data submitted to the Congress by the agencies in the executive branch of 
the Government. 


¥ 


| 

| 

i 

] 

| 


RULES ADOPTED BY THE 86TH CONGRESS 


House Resolution 7, January 7, 1959 


Rute X 
STANDING COMMITTEES 


1. There shall be elected by the House, at the commencement of each Congress, 


(q) Committee on Un-American Activities, to consist of nine Members. 
Rute XI 
POWERS AND DUTIES OF COMMITTEES 


18. Committee on Un-American Activities. 

(a) Un-American activities. 

(b) The Committee on Un-American Activities, as a whole or by subcommittee, 
is authorized to make from time to time investigations of (1) the extent, char- 
acter, and objects of un-American propaganda activities in the United States. 
(2) the diffusion within the United States of subversive and un-American prop- 
aganda that is instigated from foreign countries or of a domestic origin and 
attacks the principle of the form of government as guaranteed by our Constitu- 
tion, and (3) all other questions in relation thereto that would aid Congress 
in any necessary remedial legislation. 

The Committee on Un-American Activities shall report to the House (or to the 
Clerk of the House if the House is not in session) the results of any such investi- 
gation, together with such recommendations as it deems advisable. 

For the purpose of any such investigation, the Committee on Un-American 
Activities, or any subcommittee thereof, is authorized to sit and act at such times 
and places within the United States, whether or not the House is sitting, has 
recessed, or has adjourned, to hold such hearings, to require the attendance 
of such witnesses and the production of such books, papers, and documents, and 
to take such testimony, as it deems necessary. Subpenas may be issued under 
the signature of the chairman of the committee or any subcommittee, or by any 
member designated by any such chairman, and may be served by any person 
designated by any such chairman or member. 


26. To assist the House in appraising the administration of the laws and in 
developing such amendments or related legislation as it may deem necessary, 
each standing committee of the House shall exercise continuous watchfulness 
of the execution by the administrative agencies concerned of any laws, the subject 
matter of which is within the jurisdiction of such committee; and, for that 
purpose, shall study all pertinent reports and data submitted to the House by 
the agencies in the executive branch of the Government. 
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FRIDAY, MAY 13, 1960 


Untrep States House or REPRESENTATIVES, 
SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE 
Comm ON UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES, 
San Francisco, Calif. 


PUBLIC HEARINGS 


The subcommittee of the Committee on Un-American Activities 
met, pursuant to recess, at 9:30 a.m., in the supervisors chambers, 
City Hall Building, San Francisco, Calif., Hon. Edwin E. Willis 
(chairman of the subcommittee) presiding. 

Subcommittee members present: Representatives Edwin E. Willis, 
of Louisiana, and August te. Johansen, of Michigan. 

Staff members present: Richard Arens, staff director; William A. 
Wheeler, investigator; and Fulton Lewis ITI, research analyst. 

Mr. Wis. The subcommittee will be in order, please. 

Mr. Arens, please call your next witness. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, before calling the witness, I should like 
to make a couple of announcements, if I may, please. 

I would like to call the Chair’s attention to a situation which I think 
will be gratifying to the committee. 

Last evening, at the hotel at which the committee is staying during 
our visit here in San Francisco, we received, at least up until about 
bedtime, over 1,000 telegrams from the citizenry—just plain Mr. and 
Mrs. America—here in the San Francisco area and throughout Cal- 
ifornia, strongly endorsing the work of the committee, urging the 
committee not to be in any sense dissuaded by the demonstrations 
and by the activities of the Communists in these proceedings. 

Mr. Wru1s. We will not tolerate demonstrations either pro or 
con. It does not make any difference. We must face that issue. It 
will not be tolerated. 

Mr. Arens. The committee does not have here the facilities to an- 
swer these telegrams or to express committee appreciation, so I thought 
the chairman might like to have his attention called to this vote of 
confidence, although the committee does not in any sense feel it is 
ina contest with the Communists. 

e citizenry here has, unsolicited, made its expression to the com- 
mittee of the committee’s work. 
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Secondly, Mr. Chairman, it was the intention of the staff to produce 
for testimony this morning a person who is presently serving in the 
conspiracy as an undercover agent. In view of the combination of 
circumstances, including the seriousness of the operation, itself, by 
the process of communication with that person we have decided to 
defer that testimony. 

Whether it will come at all during this particular hearing, we are 
not prepared to say. 

We, + sas erg are proposing to proceed by having identifications 
made of certain intraparty documents, then having the significance of 
those documents interpreted by Mrs. Hartle. 

Then we expect to interrogate certain of the persons who are in- 
volved in the pattern of activity revealed by these documents. 

Then, this Beene Mr. Chairman, we expect to have at least one 
friendly witness who has broken from the conspiracy—whose break, 
incidentally, is known by the conspiracy—to testify and to proceed 
interrogating other persons respecting the general subject matter. 

Therefore, Mr. Chairman, if it meets with your approval, we should 
like to request that Mr. William Wheeler, of the staff, resume the 
witness chair. He was sworn yesterday. 

I would like for him to identify certain documents. 

Mr. Wits. Proceed, Mr. Wheeler. 


TESTIMONY OF WILLIAM A. WHEELER—Resumed 


Mr. Arens. Mr. Wheeler, you were sworn yesterday ? 

Mr. Wueeter. That is correct, sir. 

Mr. Arens. And you identified yourself yesterday on this record 
as an investigator for the Committee on Un-American Activities? 

Mr. Wueeter. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. And you gave us your background and experience 11 
this field ; is that correct ? 

Mr. Wueecer. Correct, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Wheeler, yesterday you introduced documents 
which you had acquired in the course of your official duties as an 
investigator of this committee, certain documents from unimpeach- 
able intelligence sources revealing a course of activity in the recent 
past within the conspiratorial operation in California. 

Mr. WHEELER. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Would you kindly proceed with identification and a 
brief summary description of the documents which were introduced 
yesterday as Committee Exhibit No. 28? (See App., p. 2350.) 

Mr. Wueeter. This particular document relates to an interfight 
in the Communist Party of San Francisco. It refers particularly to 
the section known as the AFL Section, American Federation of Labor. 

This section was composed of members of the Communist Party 
who were also members of the AFL; the AFL Section of the Com- 
munist Party here evidently thought they were entitled to a little 
free expression, to formulate their own policy. 

This idea they had didn’t set well with their leadership of the 
party in this area, that is, the county committee of the Communist 
Party of the Northern District of California, in San Francisco. 

Their position for free expression led to the expulsion of the organ- 
izer of the AFL Section, a man by the name of Vern Bown. 
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As a result of his expulsion, the AFL Section was disbanded also 
and thrown out of the party. 

In November of last year 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Wheeler, so this record may be clear, the AFL as 
a labor entity, and particularly the head of the AFL, George Meany, 
are strongly, adamantly, anti-Communist; is that correct ? 

Mr. Wueeter. That is correct, sir. 

Mr. Arens. You are speaking now of documents revealing an at- 
tempt by the Communists in California to penetrate that organization ¢ 

Mr. Wueerer. That is correct; yes, sir. 

In November 1959, the section committee of the AFL Section pre- 
pared a document which was presented to the National Convention, 
CPUSA, New York City, in which they outlined the difficulties they 
were having with the leadership in northern California. 

This document appealed to the National Committee, CPUSA, to 
reestablish the AFL Section, to come to San Francisco and investi- 
gate the expulsion of Vern Bown and the disbanding of the section. 

Nothing was done concerning this at all. The section is still out 
of the Communist Party, and Mr. Bown is still expelled, as far as 
we know, at this time. 

The second section of this document is a report made by the section 
organizer of the AFL Section in 1959, Mr. Vern Bown. 

In this document, he outlines the progress of the AFL Section and 
also claims that they were following the Communist Party line and 
its objectives and is very disturbed about the expulsion. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Wheeler, will you hesitate there and let me make 
a statement for the record. You tell me whether or not it is correct. 

I am trying to interpret what you are saying so that the record will 
be absolutely clear as to these documents that are before you. 

The first document you have there is a report, is it not, to the 
National Committee of the Communist Party, in which the author 
of the report is complaining to the National Committee of the Com- 
munist Party respecting the expulsion from the Communist Party of 
certain comrades? Isthat correct ? 

Mr. Wueever. Of one comrade. 

Mr. Arens. Of one comrade. 

Mr. Wueeter. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. The second section of the report or of the document 
which you have, which you have identified, is a report of a section 
leader of the Communist faction within the AFL in California? 

Mr. Wueerer. No, the second section is a report of the AFL Sec- 
tion Organizer, Mr. Vern Bown, to a meeting of the party’s AFL 
Section in San Francisco in 1959; the report was also submitted to 
the party’s Executive Committee for the Northern California Dis- 
trict. He outlines the progress made by the AFL Section under his 
direction. 

Mr. Arens. When you speak of the AFL Section, you are speaking 
of a section of the conspiracy which had penetrated the AFL activities; 
is that correct ? 

Mr. Wueerer. That is correct. 

Mr. Arens. Now, tell us what is the third segment of your report. 

Mr. Wueeter. The third segment is the report made by the sec- 
tion organizer of the AFL Section for the year 1958, Leibel Bergman. 
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All these documents were presented to the National Committee, 
CPUSA, with an appeal that they come to San Francisco and investi- 
gate the reason why Mr. Bown was expelled and the AFL Section 
disbanded. 

Mr. Arens. Does the initial report there, in which the author is 
complaining to the National Committee penpoctina the expulsion of 
one of the comrades who was a leader in the AFL Section of the 
party—does that report complain as to the processes and procedures 
used by the Communist Party of California as a prerequisite to the 
expulsion itself? 

Mr. Wuee er. It certainly does. It is very revealing,. 

Mr. Arens. Does the i p compare the procedures of the com- 
rades in expelling a comrade to police state methods? 

Mr. Wueeter. It certainly does. 

Mr. Arens. In other words, does the report reveal the comrades 
in their own trial proceedings hardly follow the patterns of fair play 
and justice ? 

Mr. Wuerter. That is right. He is entitled to no representation. 
ITe is entitled to no witnesses. In fact, they said that the Communist 
Party cell has conducted trials worse than our Government in Smith 
Act cases. 

Mr. Arens. In other words, that report reveals a Communist com- 
plaining to the National Committee that the Communist Party, itself, 
in the expulsion proceedings of other comrades uses methods which 
the comrade compares to the Smith Act cases which the party has 
been complaining about ever since the Government has been trying 
to imprison the traitors of this country ; is that correct ? 

Mr. Wueeter. That is right. They claim that this trial was worse 
than the Smith Act cases; that the Communists themselves had more 
freedom of expression and degree of defense in the Smith Act cases 
than they, themselves, have in their internal 

Mr. j Fen Indirectly, then, the comrade is complimenting the 
Government of the United States on the fair play of our judicial 
system; is that correct ? 

Mr. Wueexer. Well, I don’t know whether they are complimenting 
or not, Mr. Arens. 

Mr. Arens. Is the record clear, Mr. Wheeler, that you have pro- 
cured these documents which you have in your hand from unim- 
peachable sources ? 

Mr. Wueeter. That is true. 

Mr. Arens. Of known reliability, eee sources. 

Mr. Wueeter. It came from internally, within the Communist 
Party. I might add one thing. 

In this complaint—it eta Et a lot of them, which I know Mrs. 
Ilartle is going into—it says: 

All members of the Section are forbidden to associate with the Organizer in 
any official capacity. 

Mr. Arens. In other words, the Communist Party is directing the 
comrades to not have certain associations ? 

Mr. Wueeter. Not to have any. 

Mr. Arens. All right, sir. Thank you, Mr. Wheeler. 

Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that for a few moments, 
based on her background and experience in the hard-core conspiracy, 
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Mrs. Barbara Hartle resume the stand to give us a word of interpre- 
tation of the significance of these documents. 


TESTIMONY OF BARBARA HARTLE—Resumed 


Mr. Wixu1s. Mrs. Hartle has already been sworn. ; 

Mr. Arens. Mrs. Hartle, in the recent past you have studied the 
documents, or at least the copies of the documents which Mr. Wheeler 
has just identified in this record; is that correct? 

Mrs. Harrie. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Would you kindly, at your own pace, in an abbreviated 
form, please, so that we do not consume an undue amount of time, give 
us a summary of the significance of these documents, and an interpre- 
tation of the meaning of these documents, based upon your back- 
ground and experience in the conspiracy ? 

Mrs, Harrie. After studying these documents it was pretty clear 
to me what had happened in the Communist Party here in California, 
because I had gone through a number of such events in the Communist 
ig in my long membership in it, and understood it quite easily. 

What happened was that a ie fs of a section came into some dis- 
agreement with the county and higher leadership. 

Instead of being able to express his disagreement, the county lead- 
ership or the State leadership, probably both in this case, decided 
that = had to be eliminated, removed—that he wasn’t tractable enough 
for the discipline of the party organization. 

The comrade in question, apparently, decided to rely on the consti- 
tution of the Communist Party, which formally, at least, gives certain 
hints that there is some democracy in the owe and relied on it, and 
found to his chagrin, no doubt, that he shou d never have tried to 
win his case that way. 

What happened was that he took the matter to his section and to 
his club, and he took the stand that if his club approved of him and 
if his section membership and committee approved of him, and elected 
him, and there was nothing seriously wrong with him and he showed 
very well in the report, how well the section had done under his lead- 
ership—it had grown, engaged in a lot of activity, and while he didn’t 
brag about it he did think they had done very well—and the section 
thought so, too, because one document says it comes from the whole 
section, but that, of course, made no hay with the county or state 
leadership, apparently, because he says what kind of a situation is 
it when the state committee leaders go around making speeches that 
are really charges against him and dignify them with the term “state 
committee report,” or “district committee report.” 

He is pointing out how the technique works, when the top leader- 
ship wants to get rid of somebody under their thumb, or straighten 
them out, their statements and their reports and their activities are 
fully legal, and they are perfectly all right. 

But if a subordinate starts disagreeing, then he has to be very 
careful about what methods he tries to use to justify his disagreement, 
and everything will be jumped on. 

Of course, once the leadership has decided to oust the person, it 
doesn’t make much difference what he does or | 


s. 
In plain words, they will frame him, finally, and they will just oust 


him, which they did in this case, and apparently did with the section. 
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There is no innerparty democracy. The Communist Party consti- 
tution and especially the basic work of Marxism and Leninism do not 
really brag about too much innerparty democracy themselves. 

Mr. Arens. What does the party mean when it speaks in party line 
lingo about democratic centralism ‘ 

Mrs. Harrie. By democratic centralism they mean the higher com- 
mittee has the complete control over the lower bodies, the decisions of 
the higher bodies are binding on the lower bodies, even until the 
appeal is taken and during that time. 

hat is just simply a centralistic setup. The interparty democracy 
part of it is a propaganda shield. 

Mr. Arens. I think that will suffice for the present, if you please, 
Mrs. Hartle. 

I should like to ask you if you will return the document, please. 

Mr. Chairman, the next witness, if you please, sir, will be Mr. 
Leibel Bergman. 

Please come forward. 

Mr. Wits. Please raise your right hand. 

You do solemnly swear the testimony you are about to give before 
this subcommittee will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing 
but the truth, so help you God ? 

Mr. Bereman. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF LEIBEL BERGMAN, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 
GEORGE R. ANDERSEN 


Mr. Arens. Kindly identify yourself by name, residence, and 
occupation. 

Mr. Beroman. My name is Leibel Bergman. I live at 176 Highland 
Avenue, in San Francisco. 

I am a forger helper, and I resent very much being hauled before 
this committee in this circus in this manner. 

Mr. Arens. You are appearing today in response to a subpena 
which was served upon you by this committee ? 

Mr. Bercman. Iam; yes, 1] am. 

Mr. Arens. You are represented by counsel ? 

Mr. Beroman. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Counsel, kindly identify yourself. 

Mr. Anversen. George R. Andersen. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Bergman, where and when were you born? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Beroman. Well, I was born, all right, in Grand Forks, North 
Dakota, on May 5, 1915. 

Mr. Arens. Kindly give us a word about your formal education. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Brreman. I have been educated in American school systems 
of Grand Forks, North Dakota, for 6 years of public school, 2 years 
junior high school; 4 years high school. 

I am a graduate of the University of North Dakota, majored in 
mathematics. 

Mr. Arens. And could you give us the approximate time when 
you completed your formal education, please, sir 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Bereman. The year 1934. 
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Mr. Arens. How long have you resided in the Greater San Fran- 
cisco area ¢ 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. BeramMan. Six or seven years; somewhere along in there. 

Mr. Arens. Can you tell us your principal occupation in which you 
have been engaged during your residency in the Greater San Fran- 
cisco area ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Bereman. I worked as a helped in a forge shop for almost all 
the time. 

Mr. Arens. Have you been engaged in any other outstanding ac- 
tivity during the course of your residency in the Greater San Fran- 
cisco area ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel. 

Mr. Beraman. Well, I have been a husband and a father. I don’t 
really understand your question. 

Mr. Arens. Since you don’t understand it, I will be more specific. 

I should like to lay before you now two documents, each of which 
has been identified under oath in this record. (Committee Exhibit 
No. 28, see App., p. 2350. ) 

Mr. Anpersen. Would you ask them to turn off the lower light. 

Mr. Is that all right ? 

Mr. Anpversen. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. The first document has been identified as a document 
which is in the nature of a complaint to the National Committee of 
the Communist Party, in which the author is complaining about the 
expulsion procedures of a leader of the AFL Section of the conspiracy 
here in California, in which the author is complaining that the pro- 
cedures were completely without any degree of fairplay, in which the 
author is complaining that no one from the section was allowed to ob- 
serve the As in which the author is comparing the procedures by 
which this section organizer was expelled to the worst type of proce- 
dures one could imagine in Fascist states and the like. 

I lay this first document before you and ask you now, sir, while 
you are under oath, if you will tell this committee whether or not you 
are the author of that document ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, so that we may not find ourselves con- 
fronted with a new delaying tactic, I respectfully suggest that the 
question be altered into this form, namely : 

Mr. Witness, does the document which has been displayed to you 
and which your counsel is now reading, which is an extensive document, 
appear to be a duplicate of the report made by you to the National 

ommittee of the Communist. Party ? 

When you say that, I want the record to reflect that this committee 
will not tolerate a situation in which the time of the committee is ur - 
duly taken for the purpose of delay. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Wituis. Did you get the question, sir? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Bereman. I don’t understand that there is a question at this 
particular time. 

Mr. Arens. I will ask it again. The orem is: Does this docu- 
ment which I have displayed to you, and I have been watching my 
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watch, some 4 minutes ago, appear to be a true and correct ——— 
ofa o> pa made by you to the National Committee of the Communist 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Beroman. Well—what is your official title, by the way ? 

Mr. Arens. You know it. The comrades all know it. It is Richard 
Arens, staff director of the Committee on Un-American Activities. 

Mr. Berean. It seems to me that you have two alternatives when 
you hand mea document. You can either give it to me ahead of time 
so that I can look it over and give you my opinions on it, or you can 
let me see it at a point where I can look it over and comment on it and 
my attorney can look it over. 

You have a choice of one or the other. You do not have the choice, 
it seems to me, of throwing something under my nose and asking for 
my opinions on it without a chance to read it. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully withdraw the question in 
its entirety and substitute another question. 

Did you, sir, make a report in December of 1959, file a written re- 
port, with the National Committee of the Communist Party ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Bereman. Well, I would like to ask a question of you. 

Mr. Wiis. You are not going to ask any questions. I will order 
you to answer the question. 

Mr. Breroman. I was asking how the question was relevant to the 
material of the investigation ? 

Mr. Wiuis. All right. 

Mr. Anens. I will be very glad to make another explanation. 

This Committee on Un-American Activities is under a mandate 
from the United States Congress to maintain a continuing surveillance 
over the administration and operation of our security laws. 

This Committee on Un-American Activities is constantly develop- 
ing factual information which the committee uses for the purpose of 
advising the Congress of the United States respecting the operation 
on American soil of this conspiratorial force, part of which mas- 
queraded behind the facade of the Communist Party. 

This Committee on Un-American Activities has had an investigation 
going in the Greater San Francisco area for several months, in which 
we have, we believe, developed widespread ramifications of this can- 
cerous growth here. 

This Committee on Un-American Activities in the course of the in- 
vestigative processes has developed factual information to the effect 
that you did make a report to the National Convention of the Commu- 
nist Party, a significant report, a copy of which we have, a copy of 
which has been identified on this record. 

We have subpenaed you because we are hopeful—by direction and 
perhaps by indirection—we can, on this record, develop at least a tidbit 
of information to add to the other factual material which this commit- 
tee has, so that this committee, in the discharge of its duties, will have 
that information available to advise the United States Congress on 
the machinations of the Communist conspiracy. 

If you, sir, will tell us truthfully, while you are under oath, whether 
or not you did make a report to the National Convention of the Com- 
imunist Party, it will be my intention, as staff director of this com- 
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mittee, to then ask you whether or not the particular report which | 
laid before you is a true and correct copy of that report. 

I then expect to pursue with you the whole area of inquiry respecting 
the facts upon which you did make your report to the National Con- 
vention of the Communist Party, respecting any instructions which: 
you may have received, if you were in attendance at the National 
Convention of the Communist Party, all for the legislative purpose of 
accumulating factual material so that this committee can appraise 
the administration and operation of our existing security laws and 
advise the Congress of the United States on any amendments or addi- 
tional legislation which the facts seem to warrant. 

Now, with that explanation, Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest 
the witness be ordered and directed to answer the question. 

Mr. Wits. You are ordered and directed to answer the question. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Brreman. Well, after that remark, I am enlightened to the 
fact that the business of the committee is to collect tidbits of informa- 
tion. 

In answer—I understand that when you tell me to answer a ques- 
tion, I have got to answer it, so I am now declining to answer that 
question. 

I have a number of reasons for which I so decline. In the first 
instance, I decline because I don’t recognize the competency of this 
committee, not only because of the brief which says that the commit- 
tee chairman, his actual presence in Congress, is a violation of the 
fourteenth amendment, but also because every member of the commit- 
tee, it seems to me, serves improperly. 

When they were elected to Conan they took an oath of office to 
uphold the Constitution of the United States. Instead, they subvert 
the Constitution of the United States, sneer at its amendments, and 
attempt to pillory people who face them. 

And for that reason, I say that the first amendment of the Consti- 
tution of the United States, which states very clearly that I and any 
citizen of the United States has a complete right to think as we please, 
to associate with whom we please, to have the freedom of speech, and 
those other rights which the first amendment allows, I, therefore, 
have to, and consider that the first amendment of the United States 
Constitution protects me in my refusal to answer this question from 
this committee at this time. 

(Disturbance in the hearing room.) 

Mr. Wituts. The committee rejects the validity of your plea, but 
if 70 stand on it, that is it. 

roceed. 

Mr. Arens. Did you attend the National Convention of the Com- 
—— Party in New York City this last winter, in December of 
1959 

(The witness conferred with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Brereman. Before this proceeding goes very much further, 
instead of answering this Papel question, I have a continuing answer 
to the first question. 

Mr. Arens. You are going to invoke the fifth amendment now; 
isthat it? 
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Mr. Beroman. I am going to give further reasons for my refusal 
to answer the question. 

Mr. Arens. Go right ahead. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Beroman. Well, I have an additional reason in which I refuse 
to answer the question. ; 

One is the constitutional amendment, I believe, the sixth, that gives 
a person accused of anything the right to confront his witnesses. 

Since I have not had that opportunity, and I, apparently, from the 

ast experience of this committee, am not about to get such oppor- 
tunity, I will have to respectfully decline to answer any other ques- 
tions, any question with respect to that. 

(Disturbance in the hearing room.) 

Mr. Wituts. Wait a moment. 

Mr. Bereman. Iam not through. 

Mr. Wuuts. I now instruct the officials in the audience to watch 
who appears to be the principal leaders of these outbursts and then, 
if it recurs, to eject them. We had it yesterday. We want to be fair 
to you young people. We like to have you here. You are welcome 
as our guests. But you simply cannot make a farce of the legislative 
branch of the Government that we represent. 

Mr. Arens. Have you completed your answer? 

Mr. Bereman. I wish to give an additional reason why I do not 
choose to answer this question. 

In fact, I have two other reasons. One is a simple one, that I do 
everything I can to merit the respect of my children and I don’t think 
I could get that kind of respect by cooperating in any way with 
history, purposes, and many of the crimes committed by this 
committee. 

However, I now appeal to one other provision of the Constitution. 
Certainly the first amendment of the Constitution should be suffi- 
cient to protect anyone, since, by action of this committee and other 
bodies, the rights under the first amendment have been chopped away 
at, leaving for those who face this kind of activity only one recourse. 

I might say in passing that this was the same kind of recourse faced 
under medieval tortures, faced under inquisitions, where finally people 
won a right to refuse to testify against themselves, either by the rack, 
by torture, or by intimidation. 

I, therefore, state that I refuse to answer that question on the ground 
of the fifth amendment to the United States Constitution. 

Mr. Arens. Do you have information respecting the mockery—and 
I am reading from a report— 

. . . the mockery of an alleged trial of a comrade who was expelled from the 
Communist Party? 

Do you have information respecting the “farcical trial,” and I am 
are | from the report, “that makes a mockery of every party prin- 
ciple”? 

Can you enlighten this Committee on Un-American Activities re- 
pecting this technique, this pattern of activity of the Communist 

arty 

Do so, please, sir, so that you can help your Government meet the 
threat of this conspiratorial force. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 


COMMUNIST PARTY—NORTHERN CALIFORNIA DISTRICT 2009 


Mr. Bereman. Well, I want to remind the investigator, or director, 
whatever the title is, that I am here against my will in order to answer 
certain questions. I am not here as an expert witness to determine any 
questions that the prosecutor has in mind. I, therefore, can’t see— 
also, Tam well aware of the fact that anything I might say would be 
distorted and blown up and so on. Consequently, I don’t see where 
the investigator gets off asking me any questions about my opinion. 

Mr. Proceed, Mr. Arens. 

Mr. Arens. Now, sir, do you know a person by the name of Vern 
Bown? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Beraman. How does that question relate to this investigation ? 

Mr. Arens. Very simply, sir; that Vern Bown is the person who, ac- 
cording to your report, was expelled as one of the leaders of the Com- 
munist conspiratorial force within the AFL-CIO, and in your report 
you deplore and complain to the National Committee respecting the 
unfair trial practices engaged in by the conspiracy in its expulsion of 
Bown, and you complain that no person from the section was even per- 
mitted to be present, and that he didn’t have the right of counsel, as 
you have here today. He did not have information respecting the na- 
ture of the charges, and that no one of the section membership would 
be allowed to observe it. You complain as to the outrages of this con- 
spiratorial force in violating its own procedures for an expulsion. 

Therefore, we should like to ask you if you know Mr. Bown and, 
if so, if you can tell us further about him and about any Communist 
Party activities in which, to your certain knowledge, he was engaged, 
all for the legislative purpose of acquiring information which this 
committee can use in appraising the factual situation in which we find 
the internal security laws of this country being evaded, wholesale, by 
the conspiracy, being virtually ineffective at this very hour against the 
conspiracy that threatens freedom everywhere. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, with that explanation, I respectfully 
suggest that the record reflect an order and direction to the witness to 
answer the question. 

Mr. Wriuts. I order and direct you to answer the question. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Beroman. After that explanation, I still fail to see pertinency. 
I want to remind the committee that I am here against my will. I 
do not sympathize with this committee. 

Mr. You said that before. 

Mr. Bereman. And that, consequently, I am not prepared to tell 
this committee anybody’s name who I may or may not know. 

One other word, and that is that the remarks made by you to say 
that this was said by me are your remarks, not mine, and I do not go 
along with them, either by inference or anything of the sort, and I 
refuse to stand for the inference in your remarks. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, is the record clear that this witness has 
not invoked that part of the fifth amendment which gives him the 
privilege of not giving information which could be used against him- 
self in a criminal proceeding ? 
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Mr. Wiuts. He has not. He has competent, very cautious counsel, 
and I am not going to suggest any particular constitutional amend- 
ments that he should invoke in his own behalf, if he is entitled to them. 

He is entitled to constitutional protection, and, of course, we accord 
those rights. But I am not going to remind him every time just for 
purposes of delay. 

Mr. Arens. I intend, Mr. Chairman, to proceed to another subject. 

Mr. Wiiuts. He will not be warned any more. 

Mr. Arens. Did you in 1958 make a report respecting the AFL 
Section to the comrades? 

Please answer that question whether or not you made such a report 
in 1958. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Beroman. Going back to the previous question, do T understand 
that the committee has directed me to answer that question more 
explicitly than I have stated ? 

Mr. Wittts. No, I made no such request. 

Mr. Arens. The question is outstanding on this record, Mr. Chair- 
man, and the record is perfectly clear. 

Did you, in 1958, make a report to the comrades of the Communist 
Party respecting the AFL Section of the Communist Party? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Bereman. Going back to that other question, I noted the glee 
with which the investigator wants to slide from one question to 
another ir the hope that I would overlook that I failed to avail myself 
of every constitutional safeguard I have. Consequently, with respect 
to that question and to this question, I state the following: 

The previous question and this one, under the first amendment of 
the Constitution, under the sixth amendment of the Constitution, 
under the fourteenth amendment of the Constitution, under the fifth 
amendment of the Constitution, and under the whole Constitution, 
I refuse to answer either one of those questions. 

Mr. Wits. Proceed. 

Mr. Arens. Now, Mr. Chairman, for the purpose of testing the 
good faith of this witness in invoking that part of the fifth amend- 
ment which gives him the privilege of not supplying information 
which he considers could be used against him in a criminal proceed- 
ing, I now ask him this question—and it is solely for the purpose 
of testing his good faith: 

Do you, sir, honestly apprehend that if you answer truthfully 
these questions which are being posed to you by this committee, you 
would be supplying information that might be used against you in 
a criminal proceeding? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Bereman. Well, I am going to answer the question, although T 
don’t think you have any right to inquire as to my good faith. My 
good faith stands alone. 

Let me state as follows with respect to that: My answer to the 
previous two questions stands as T have given them. T have been 
accused here of all kinds of fancy crimes, of being a part of a con- 
spiracy. I have been called a comrade by this investigator, and I am 
certainly not his comrade in any sense of the word, and my answer 
to ag previous questions stands, and my answer to this question 
stands. 
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Mr: Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest this record re- 
flect an order by the chairman that the committee does not accept 
that response to the question, which was asked in good faith for the 

urpose of testing the good faith of this witness in invoking the 
fifth amendment, and that the witness be ordered and directed to 
answer whether or not he truly and honestly believes that if he 
answered these outstanding questions of the committee truthfully 
while he is under oath, he would be giving information that might 
be used against him in a criminal proceeding. 

I announce again for this record that the purpose of these questions 
is to test the good faith of the witness. The reason why we test the 
good faith of the witness is that we have abundant evidence that 
persons who are Communists, who have been identified as Commu- 
nists, who operate in the Communist Party have no regard whatso- 
ever for the truth and are under instructions of the conspiracy to lie 
to congressional committees. 

With that explanation, sir, I respectfully suggest that the order go 
on this record as to why I am interrogating the witness in this vein. 

Mr. Wituts. That is a perfectly proper question. Without arguing, 
I order you to answer the question. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Beroman. Well, I think that last question is an attempt to 
intimidate me. I have given my answer to the questions, on the 
previous questions and on this question and the other questions. 

I have rights as a citizen of the United States. These rights are 
guaranteed under the Constitution. I have been accused of all kinds 
of crimes by this committee. Certainly if I invoke the protection of 
the fifth amendment, it is only logical in view of the crimes this gentle- 
man is supposed—excuse me—this investigator is supposed to have 
accused me of. 

Mr. Witu1s. Proceed. 

Mr. Arens. Are you now, this instant, a member of the conspira- 
torial force on American soil known as the Communist Party ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Brraman. You have got me with a double-barrel question. 
Break it up and I will answer it in two parts. 

Mr. Arens. I will be glad to accommodate you in that respect. 

Are you now a member of the Communist Party ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Bereman. I take the first, sixth, fourteenth, fifth amendments 
to the Constitution of the United States to that question. 

I do so in full awareness that these amendments of the Constitution 
were designed to protect exactly people like me facing people like you. 

Mr. Arens. Now, we are going to take the other part of the question. 
You asked us to break it up. 

Are you now a member of that conspiratorial force known as the 
Communist Party ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Bereman. That is still the double-barrel question. You will 
have to break it up again. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that will conclude 
the staff interrogation of this witness. 

Mr. Wits. The witness is excused. 
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Mr. Arens. The next witness, if you please, Mr. Chairman, will be 
Mr. Vern Bown. 

Kindly come forward. 

Mr. Wiuuis. Please raise your right hand. 

You do solemnly swear that the testimony you are about to give 
before this subcommittee will be the truth, the whole truth, and noth- 
ing but the truth, so help you God ¢ 

Mr. Bown. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF VERNON BOWN, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 
VINCENT HALLINAN 


Mr. Arens. Kindly identify yourself, sir, by name, residence, and 
occupation. 

Mr. Bown. My name is Vernon Bown. I live at 585 San Bruno 
Avenue, San Francisco. I ama warehouseman, 

Mr. Arens. You are appearing today in response to a subpena which 
was served upon you by this committee ¢ 

Mr. Bown. What? I did not understand the question. 

Mr. Arens. You are appearing today in response to a subpena 
which was served upon you by this committee ? 

Mr. Bown. I am. 

Mr. Arens. You are represented by counsel ? 

Mr. Bown. I am. 

Mr. Arens. Counsel, kindly identify yourself on this record. 

Mr. Hatirnan. My name is Vincent Hallinan. 

Mr. Bown. I might add that I am only partially represented by 
counsel because of the fact that counsel in these cases is denied the 
right to have anything to say and properly defend his client. 

Mr. Wituts. Proceed. 

Mr. Bown. I would suggest that in view of the constitutional 
provisions 

Mr. Arens. Do you have a recollection, sir, of a proceeding 

Mr. Bown. I would suggest that the Constitution provides that 
anybody is supposed to be provided with counsel, proper counsel, I 
might say, and that includes the right of the counsel to speak up in 
behalf of his client. 

This committee does not and has never done this. 

Mr. Arens. Do you have recollection of a proceeding in which you 
were involved, in which you were denied counsel in toto ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Bown. Yes, sir; right here. 

Mr. Arens. Do you have recollection of another proceeding in 
which counsel wasn’t even permitted in the room in which you were 
involved ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Bown. I am afraid I don’t understand your question, nor do 
I see the significance of it. 

Mr. Arens. I will be glad to explain the significance of it. 

There has been identified on this record, a report to the National 
Committee of the Communist Party, made by a comrade, in which 
in that report, the comrade is complaining about the expulsion of 
another comrade. 
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That second comrade, who was expelled, according to the report, 
was denied the privilege of counsel; he was denied the opportunity 
to know the nature of his charges; he was denied the opportunity 
to offer proof of his alleged innocence. He was denied even the com- 
pany of fellow comrades. He was denied any semblance of fairplay, 
and this one comrade is complaining to the National Convention of 
the Communist Party about this particular proceeding. : 

Since you apparently can’t quite understand the pertinency of this 
line of inquiry, I will say to you that this committee is trying to 
develop information respecting the techniques, mode of operations, 
of this conspiratorial force which masquerades behind a facade of do- 
goodism, humanitarianism, which is sweeping the world, which has 
destroyed more lives on this planet than any other force since the 
dawn of time. 

Now, sir, this committee expects to take back to Washington with 
it, by direction or indirection, considerable information which will be 
of value in the duty which this committee has to evolve legislation to 
attempt to cope with this conspiratorial force on American soil. 

With that explanation, sir, I now ask you to respond to the principal 

nestion. 
’ Mr. Bown. After that long speech, I have forgotten what the 
question was. 

Mr. Arens. I will be glad to repeat it to you. 

(The witness conferred with his —— 

Mr. Bown. Mr. Chairman, after that long speech of yours, long- 
winded speech, I am of the opinion that you are beginning to sound 
a little bit like you ought to see a psychiatrist. 

Maybe you sound halfway like a nut. I thought the witch hunts 
went out with Senator McCarthy, but it seems that this committee—— 

Mr. Wits. Witness, I order you to answer the question. 

Mr. Bown. But it seems that this committee is still interested in 
carrying out witch hunts. 

In spite of the opinion in the community against them, and as far 
as the purposes of this committee are concerned, I certainly don’t 
agree with the explanation you gave. My opinion of the purpose of 
this committee is somewhat different. 

Mr. Arens. Now, sir, would you kindly respond to the last outstand- 
ing principal question, to which you have been ordered to respond 
by the chairman of this committee on this record and pursuant to 
which you have been in consultation with your counsel before this 
committee in this public session? 

Mr. Bown. You mean you are inferring that I have no right to 
ask my counsel ? 

Mr. Arens. Is the record clear, Mr. Chairman, that the witness 
has been ordered and directed to answer that question ? 

Mr. Wius. It is very clear. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Witness, we will proceed to another subject matter. 

Now, sir, kindly tell us how long you have been employed at your 
present place of employment. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Bown. Mr. Chairman, why do you continue to interrupt me 
when I am trying to give a statement, and what right 
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namely: How long he has been employed at his present place of 
employment. 

Mr. Bown. Mr. Chairman, I say to you now that I am not going to 
be intimidated by you, this committee, or anybody else. I am not 
in the habit of being intimidated and I don’t expect to start now. 

Mr. Wits. Proceed with the next question. 

Mr. Bown. What was your question ? 

Mr. Arens. The next question, if you please, Mr. Chairman, is this: 
Are you now, this instant, a member of the Communist Party? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Bown. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully submit that the purposes 
of this committee are to intimidate witnesses, to try to smear them 
with the Communist or any other, you know, some derogatory termi- 
nology. You attempt to get people fired from their jobs, like you did 
with me when you came over on the job or had somebody come over 
there and serve a subpena on me in front of my fellow workers. 

These are the purposes of this committee, to persecute people. They 
are not to gather information, except as such that that information 
will help them to get publicity and, of course, I suppose to justify the 
enormous appropriation they were able to get from Congress this year. 

I object or I challenge the moral right of this committee to ask me 
any questions concerning my beliefs, my activities, or what Ido. On 
the advice of my attorney 

Mr. Arens. You are now reading from a prepared paper; is that 
correct ? 

Mr. Bown. Will you please let me read ? 

Mr. Arens. You are now reading from a prepared statement; is that 
correct ? 

Mr. Bown. I am going to give you my reasons for refusing to an- 
swer the question. 

Mr. Arens. You are reading from a prepared statement? 

Mr. Bown. Iam giving you my reasons. Whether I give them from 
a prepared statement or not, is none of your business. 

On the advice of my attorney, I refuse to answer that question for 
the following reasons: 

It is not within the scope or the scope of the purposes for which this 
committee was formed. 

Number two: The committee has no right to inquire into my per- 
sonal, private beliefs or associations. 

The question violates my rights under the Constitution of the United 
States and particularly the first and fifth amendments thereto. 

For those reasons I refuse to answer your question. 

Mr. Arens. Were you, in 1959, the organizer of the AFL Section of 
the Communist Party ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Bown. Evidently this is another question similar to the last, 
and for the same purpose, to intimidate me and to try to get me to 
answer something about which you can bring some stool pigeon up 


here and have them say that I ama liar. 

Mr. Chairman, are these questions—— 

Mr. Arens. Does that conclude-— 

Mr. Bown. Are these questions actually designed for the purpose 
of legislation ? 
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ne Wuus. I order you to answer that question. It is a simple 
question. 

Mr. Bown. Mr. Chairman, will you please stop interrupting me? 
I have as much right to be heard as you do. 

Now, Bt seem to think that — le are your slaves, or that they 
have to do everything that you tell them to & You are my superior, 

you seem to think. I don’t recognize superiors. I only recognize 
sses, and you are not my boss. If I want to make a statement here, 
1 will make it. 

Mr. Wits. I order you to answer the question. 

Mr. Bown. I will answer the question, when I get ready, but first, 
I want to say that this committee is here for the purpose of — 

Mr. Wits. Proceed with the next question, Mr. Arens. 

Mr. Arens. The next question, if you please, Mr. Chairman—— 

Mr. Bown. I have not refused to answer that question. 

Mr. Wiuis. You answer it or we will proceed. 

Mr. Bown. I will answer it in my own good time. I think I have 
a right to make a statement here. I have a right to say what the 
purpose of these questions are, or to question the purpose of these 
 pouryrine and I don’t think you have any right to interrupt me when 

am doing so, and say I have to answer when you want me to answer. 

I will answer when I get ready to answer. You sound like a mad- 
man. You sound like you have the right to order people around. You 
— are elected by the people of this country. 

r. Wixuis. Proceed with the next question. 

Mr. Bown. You people are elected by the che of this country 
except Mr. Willis, of course, who was elected by a small minority of 
the registered voters in his district. And he hes the temerity and 
audacity to come to this northern part of the country and try to tell 
ey who really have the vote what to do. 

He wasn’t elected by the people. He was elected by about 8,000 
out of a constituency of 300,000. 

Mr. Wits. I will ask the officials to withdraw the witness within 
15 seconds if this continues. 

Mr. Bown. On the advice of my attorney, I refuse to answer that 
question for the following reasons: the same reasons as I gave before. 

Mr. Arens. Are you present] y—— 

Mr. Bown. Will you please Tet me answer, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Arens. I beg your pardon. 

Mr. Bown. It is not within the scope of the purpose for which this 
committee was formed. The committee has no right to inquire into 
my personal, private beliefs or associations. fin 4: 

The question violates my rights under the Constitution of the 
United States and particularly under the first and fifteenth amend- 
ments thereto. 

Mr. Arens. Do you have any present information respecting 

(Disturbance in the hearing room.). 

Mr. Bown. Why is she being put out, Mr. Chairman? Are only 
the spectators allowed here that you want in here ? 

(Disturbance in the hearing room.) 

Mr. Bown. This is part of this whole vicious witch hunt. They 
don’t want people here who oppose them. 

In spite of the fact that there has been a tremendous amount of 
opposition to this committee expressed in this community, these people 
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still insist on coming in here and carrying on a witch hunt. Now, 
they are throwing out people who want to listen to this. 

Mr. Wiis. Have you completed your answer ¢ 

Mr. Bown. Proceed, Mr. McCarthy. 

Mr. Wits. Wasthat your last question, Mr. Arens? 

Mr. Arens. I was interrupted in trying to pose a question. I will 
rephrase it, if you please. 

Sir, do you have present information respecting the operations in 
1959 of the AFL Section of the Communist Party of California? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Bown. That question, of course, is related to all the others. It 
has the same purpose, evidently. 

This is another part of the attempt to smear a workingman and to 
deny them the right to make good wages, to get better conditions in 
their shops. It is an attempt to intimidate people, to intimidate 
workers and people who might help to try to lead workers into getting 
better conditions. 

This is part of the conspiracy of this committee, not to uphold the 
Constitution, but to subvert our Constitution. You have practically 
destroyed the first amendment to the Constitution already by denying 
people the right to refuse answers on the grounds that you have no 
right whatever to inquire into their associations or beliefs and so forth. 

{r. ArENs. Does that complete your answer / 

Mr. Bown. That does not complete my answer; as much as you 

would like it to, wouldn't you? That is just more evidence that your 

urpose here is not to gather information, but to try to catch some- 

y in some legal terminology or some legal mistake on which you 
can then indict them for contempt of Congress. 

Mr. Arens. Now, would you kindly complete your answer? 

Mr. Bown. I will. Would you like me to read this again, or do you 
want to accept my former statement; the fact that I read this before ? 

Mr. Arens. If you want to say “for the same reasons which I gave 
in refusing to answer the last question,” that is acceptable on this 
record. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel. 

Mr. Bown. I would prefer to read it, because then I won’t make 
any mistakes on which you can hang some legal technicality. 

On the advice of my attorney, I refuse to answer that question for 
the following reasons: It is not within the scope of the purpose for 
which this committee was formed. 

Number two: The committee has no right to inquire into my per- 
sonal, private beliefs or associations. 

Number three: The question violates my rights under the Constitu- 
tion of the United States, and particularly under the first and fifth 
amendments thereto. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that will con- 
clude the staff interrogation of this witness. 

If it meets with the approval of the committee, I respectfully sug- 
gest that we take about a 5-minute recess so that we may get our files 
organized to proceed in a few minutes. 

Mr. Wuuts. The committee will take an informal recess for 5 min- 
utes and the witness is excused. 

(A short recess was taken.) 
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(Subcommittee members present: Representatives Willis and 
Johansen. ) 

Mr. Wituts. The subcommittee will be in order. 

May I say that we very sincerely, more than you believe, appreciate 
the cooperation of the audience. It is a difficult hearing. 1 suppose 
by now all of you must understand that this is really not a pleasant 
job, but we do sincerely appreciate the cooperation. 

We want people to be in here as our guests. I do hope that order 
will continue to be maintained. 

Proceed, Mr. Arens. 

Mr. Arens. The next witness, if you please, Mr. Chairman, will 
be Mr. Joseph Figueiredo. 

Please come forward and remain standing while the chairman 
administers an oath. 

Mr. Wituts. Please raise your right hand. 

You do solemnly swear that the testimony you are about to give 
before this subcommittee will be the truth, the whole truth, and 
nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Ficuerrepo. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF JOSEPH FIGUEIREDO, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 
GEORGE R. ANDERSEN 


Mr. Arens. Kindly identify yourself by name, residence, and 
occupation, 

Mr. Ficurirepo. My name is Joseph Figueiredo. I live at 1250 
Girard Street. 

Mr. Arens. And your occupation, please? 

Mr. Ficurrreno, What is relevant about that? You know where I 
work. You sent the subpena to where I work. 

Mr. Arens. Personally, I don’t. I think it would be nice to have 
it in the record. 

Mr. Ficurrrepo. If you don’t, how did you arrange to have the 
marshal go to the job where I work and have the subpena issued ? 
How did you know that if you don’t know where I work? 

Mr. Arens. You are appearing today in response to a subpena 
which was served upon you by this committee? 

Mr. Ficuetrevo. What is the purpose of the question in where I 
work? What is your motive? 

Mr. Arens. I will withdraw that question. 

You are appearing today in response to a subpena which was served 
upon you by this committee? 

Mr. Fieverrepo. I am. 

Mr. Arens. And you are represented by counsel ? 

Mr. Ficurtrepo. I believe very inadequately. I believe the com- 
mittee has abused and fundamentally violates the Constitution even in 
this door, by the fact that it denies the actual due paee of law in 
limiting the participation of counsel here in the defense and partici- 
pation of a witness. 

Mr. Arens. Counsel, would you kindly identify yourself? 

Mr. Anpersen. George R. Andersen. 

Mr. Wiu1s. Let me say not to the witness, but as a plain matter of 
procedure, this, of course, is not a court proceeding. It is a congres- 
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sional committee engaged in work, and no committee of Con goes 
beyond this one, namely, to have the person testifying given the benefit 
of counsel by his side to assist him as we go along, not to advise with 
the idea of stalling. Of course, we will not stand for that. There 
must be a point of reasonableness. But on sensitive questions, wit- 
nesses have the benefit of counsel. 

There are 19 committees of the House, and as many or more com- 
mittees in the Senate. In our work in the Congress, that is the extent 
of counsel’s participation. No committee could ever have legislation 
performed or duties discharged by having an adversary proceeding 
more than what is afforded here. 

Proceed, Mr. Arens. 

I said that merely for the record. 

Mr. Arens. Where and when were you born, please, sir? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Ficuerrepo. I was born September 7, 1910, in the honorable 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, which had the honor to be the first 
State which got rid of witch hunts, and I am glad to be able and proud 
to participate in the modern effort to eliminate witch hunting in our 
country. 

Mr. Arens. Did you participate in elimination or attempted elimi- 
nation of witch hunting in Massachusetts ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Ficuerrepo. I am against witch hunts no matter where it takes 
place, and wherever you go or any other witch hunt committee goes 
I will be opposed to the witch hunts. 

Mr. Arens. Now, please answer the question. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Ficurrreno. What is the purpose and the relevancy of that 
question ? 

Mr. Arens. You opened the line of inquiry. 

Mr. Chairman, this record reflects that this man here has opened 
the door on this line of inquiry by volunteering his opposition to what 
he has characterized as witch hunts. 

I then asked him if he had taken an active part in eliminating, or 
attempting to eliminate, what he regarded as witch hunts in the State 
of Massachusetts. 

I, therefore, now, Mr. Chairman, insist upon an answer to this ques- 
tion. I respectfully request that the Chair order and direct. this wit- 
ness to answer the question. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Wiis. Mr. Arens, you are perfectly correct that he has opened 
the door and this could be pata i But go to the next question and 
connect it. 

Mr. Arens. I will be very glad to doso, sir. 

I lay before you now a thermofax reproduction of the Communist 
Daily Worker of New York, Friday, December 3, 1954. I should like 
to read it to you in toto and then expect to show it to you. It is en- 
titled Figuereido Nails Lies by Witch Hunters”: 


New Beprorp, Mass., December 2.—Underhanded tacties by the State Com- 
mission Investigating Subversive Activities were exposed here last week in a let- 
ter which appeared in the New Bedford Standard Times. The letter was from 
Joseph Figueiredo, one time secretary of the Communist Party of Bristol County, 
and now living in California. It seems that the State Commission was spread- 
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ing the word around in New Bedford that Joe Figueiredo was “cooperating” with 
the Commission and was fingering militant workers. 
The letter from Figueiredo sharply denied this allegation. 


And in the letter, Figueiredo is vigorously denying that he is cooperat- 
me fingering any Communists. 

indly look at that document and see if that might refresh your 
recollection with respect to your activity in regard to the investigations 
by the Massachusetts Commission which was investigating Commu- 
nists in 1954. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Ficvetrepo. What is the pertinency of this question ? 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, in view of the status of the record, it is 
not necessary to make an explanation of pertinency. This witness 
initiated this line of inquiry by telling of his adamant opposition to 
witch hunts. 

I thereupon produced, and have laid before him, what I have char- 
acterized and described as a thermofax reproduction of an article in 
the Daily Worker respecting his activity in what he has in that doc- 
ument characterized qs a witch hunt. 

I, therefore, Mr. Chairman, respectfully request that this witness 
now be ordered and directed to answer the question which is outstand- 
ing, namely : 

s that a true and correct reproduction of your letter in which you 
are condemning what you characterize as a witch hunt in Massachu- 
setts and setting the record straight that you are not fingering any 
Communists? 

Mr. Wuus. It is very plain. You are ordered and directed to 
answer the question. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Fievrirepo. Since the committee states that it is not in witch 
hunts, then I can’t see the purpose of this matter. 

Further, I believe that this is a violation of the first amendment to 
the Constitution, to inquiring into my beliefs and associations, and, 
further, on the grounds of the fifth amendment that attempts to com- 
pel me to bear witness against myself. 

(Document marked “Figueiredo Exhibit No. 1” and retained in 
committee files.) 

Mr. Wits. Proceed. 

Mr. Arens. I don’t believe, sir, the record reflects your age. I 
would like to ask you approximately how old you are? 

Mr. Fieuerrepo. I believe in the opening remarks I mentioned that 
I was born September 7, 1910, in Boston, Massachusetts. 

Mr. Arens. Thank you, sir. 

Were you, as a young man, an organizer for the Young Communist 
League in Massachusetts? 

( The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Fieurrrepo. Mr. Chairman, again I stand on the grounds of 
the first amendment. The committee is violating the first amendment 
pertaining to my beliefs and association, and on the fifth amendment 
of being compelled to testify against myself. 

Mr. y doe, Sir, we display to you a photostatic reproduction of 


the Communist Daily Worker of August 18, 1932, respecting the 
activities of a Communist candidate for some public office in Massa- 
chusetts. 
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In the course of the article, the following appears: “Joe Figeurado, 
Young Communist League organizer.” 

Kindly look at this document which is now being displayed to you 
and tell this committee while you are under oath whether or not that 
identification in that Communist publication of yourself as an organ- 
izer for the Young Communist League in 1932 is true and correct? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, while he is examining the document, I 
respectfully request the Chair issue an order that these documents be 
appropriately marked and incorporated by reference in this record. 

Mr. Wits. Let them be so marked and incorporated into the 
record. 

Mr. Arens. Would you kindly answer the question now. 

Mr. Ficvrireno. Mr. Chairman, Iam compelled on the same grounds 
as in answering the previous question, the grounds of the first amend- 
ment with reference to my beliefs and associations. Secondly, on 
the grounds of the fifth amendment, the compulsion to be a witness 
against myself. 

(Document marked “Figueiredo Exhibit No. 2” and retained in 
committee files. ) 

Mr. Arens. Now, sir, in 1937, were you a section organizer for the 
Communist Party? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Fieverrepno. Same answer, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Arens. We display to you now, if you please, a photostatic 
reproduction of a Communist Party publication entitled “Party Or- 
ranizer,” August 1937, in which articles appear “On Party Building,” 
including “A Section Organizer Reports By J. Figueredo.” 

Kindly look at that document, which will now be displayed to you, 
and tell this committee while you are under oath if that is a true 
and correct reproduction of an article appearing with your byline 
in the Party Organizer. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Ficverrepo. Mr. Chairman and members of the committee, the 
same answer to this question as to the previous question. 

(Document marked “Figueiredo Exhibit No. 3” and retained in 
committee files. ) 

Mr. Wituts. Proceed. 

Mr. Arens. Now, sir, when did you leave the Massachusetts area 
to come to these parts? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Wuuts. I order and direct you to answer that question. 

Mr. Ficurerrepo. Somewhere around 1951-52. 

Mr. Arens. Were you in 1949, prior to leaving the State of Massa- 
chusetts, an underground colonizer for the Communist Party ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Ficvrimepo. The same answer as to the previous questions. 

Mr. Arens. Do you know a man by the name of Herbert Philbrick, 
or have you ever known a man by the name of Herbert Philbrick? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Ficvrrrepo. The same answer as to the previous question. 
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Mr. Arens. Mr. Philbrick testified before this committee. He, of 
course, Was an undercover agent of the FBI serving in the conspiracy. 
In the Smith Act trials, he made his identification known and testi- 
fied against the traitors there. He subsequently testified before our 
committee. 

In the course of his testimony he swore that, while he was serving 
in the conspiracy at the behest of his Government, he knew you as 
one of the organizers, or in charge of colonizing, in certain sections 
in Massachusetts on behalf of the Communist Party. That is a pretty 
serious bit of information. 

We would like to give you now, while you are under oath, an 
opportunity to deny the validity and truth of that assertion. 

Do you care to avail yout of that opportunity while you are 
under oath? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Ficurtrevo. Mr. Chairman, I understand I was called here to 
answer questions and not about what other people had to say. 

Mr. Arens. Was the information which Mr. Philbrick gave to this 
committee, to your certain knowledge, sir, true and correct? ‘That is, 
the information respecting yourself ¢ 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Ficurrrepo. Let’s see the transcript of what he said. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest the witness now 
be ordered and directed to answer the question. 

Mr. Wits. I order and direct you to answer the question. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Figurtrepo. Mr. Chairman, I just don’t see the point in the 
committee asking me to comment on what other people es to say; 
I am definitely of the belief that this is, again, a violation of the first 
amendment, in that it attempts to inquire and penetrate into my beliefs 
and associations; and, furthermore, under the fifth amendment, it 
is an attempt to compel me to testify against myself. 

Mr. Wiiuts. Proceed, Mr. Arens. 

Mr. Arens. Do you recall where you were in December of 1959? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Ficueirepo. Maybe if you can ask a specific question 

Mr. Arens. I will be a little more specific, yes, to try to be helpful 
to you. 

Were you in New York City in December of 1959, do you recall? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Ficurrirepo. I don’t believe it is the prerogative of this commit- 
tee to inquire where I was, where I am, or where I am going to be. 

Mr. Arens. I will ask the next question. The next question is— 
I will hold that just a moment. I will withdraw that, please. 

Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest the witness now be ordered 
and directed to answer the question as to whether or not in December 
of 1959 he was in New York City. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Wituts. I direct you to answer the question. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Fiavemepo. The same answer as to the previous questions. 

Mr. Arens. I put it to you as a fact, sir, and ask you to aflirm or 
deny the fact, that in December of 1959 you were a delegate from 
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the Communist Party of Northern California to the Seventeenth 
National Convention of the CPUSA. 

Mr. Ficverrepo. Is that your statement or was it a question? 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest the witness be 
ordered and directed to answer that question. 

Mr. Wits. He might have misunderstood. 

Mr. Arens. Were you in December 1959 a delegate from the Com- 
munist Party of Northern California to the 17th National Conven- 
tion of the CPUSA in New York City ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Fieurirepo. The same answer to the previous questions, Mr. 
Chairman. 

Mr. Arens. Have you been testifying up in Sacramento on behalf 
of certain groups and organizations ins, 8 islative matters? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel. 

Mr. Wuuis. I now order you to answer the question. 

Mr. Anpersen. Weare not through conferring yet. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Fieverepo. Will you repeat the question ? 

Mr. Arens. I respectfully suggest the witness now be ordered and 
directed to answer the question. 

Mr. Wits. You are ordered to answer the question. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Ficurrrepo. I have forgotten the question. 

Mr. Wits. Proceed with the next question. 

Mr. Arens. When you were lobbying in Sacramento, testifying 
before legislative committees there, did you make it clear that you 
were then a member of that conspiratorial force known as the Com- 
munist Party or did you hide that from the elected representatives of 
the people of this state who were considering legislation which you 
had an interest in ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

; Mr. ee. It seems that that question is not only twofold, 
ut triple. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest the witness now 
be ordered and directed to answer that question. 

Mr. Wuu1s. I direct you to answer the question. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Arens. Let the record show that he is now, for the second time, 
in consultation with his counsel] in response to a question. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Fieurirepo. I don’t understand the question. 

Mr. Wits. Proceed to the next question. 

Mr. Arens. Are you now, sir, this instant, a member of the Com- 
munist Party ? 

Mr. Ficverreno. Let me answer the question that I don’t under- 
stand it, and that I avail myself of the first amendment, in reference 
to my beliefs and associations, and to the fifth amendment, if this 
attempts to compel me to give testimony against myself. This applies 
also to the two previous questions. 

“ Mr. ~ysanes Are you now, this instant, a member of the Communist 
arty 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Ficurrrepo. The same answer. 


By 
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Mr. Arens. I respectfully suggest, Mr. Chairman, that will conclude 
the staff interrogation of this witness. 

Mr. Wiuts. The witness is excused. 

Mr. Arens. The next witness, if you please, Mr. Chairman, will be 
Mr. Archie Brown. 

Mr. AnpersEN. May I address the Chair with respect to Mr. Brown ! 

Mr. Wixus. Are you his counsel ¢ 

Mr. ANDERSEN, Yes. 

Mr. Wius. With reference to his presence or absence ? 

Mr. AnperseN. If you recall, he was ejected from the meeting yes- 
terday morning and he was ordered to return at, I think, 1:30 yester- 
day afternoon. He was subpenaed to be here on that day. He 
returned yesterday afternoon at 1:30, pursuant to the order of the 
chairman and the subpena, and he was not called yesterday afternoon 
as a witness, and there is a serious question as to whether his subpena is 
functus officio. 

He is not here at the moment, however; in other words, you ordered 
him to be here yesterday and he appeared. Having called him, I 
assume that he assumes that you did not choose to call him, and that 
the subpena is now dead. You had ample opportunity yesterday to 
advise him to return and you, of course, didn’t do it. 

Mr. Wis. I believe it is a continuing subpena. 

Mr. Arens. Of course, Counsel, the subpenas require, as you know, 
that the witnesses are not to depart from the presence of the commit- 
tee without leave of the committee. That is on the face of the subpena. 

May I now inquire of you: Do you know whether or not your client, 
Mr. Archie Brown, is available at this time to testify 

Mr. Anpersen. He not only departed with the consent of the com- 
mittee, he was forcibly ejected by the committee, which I assume is 
with the consent of the committee. 

Mr. Arsens. Do you know whether or not your client, Mr. Brown, is 
available now to testify at this time before this committee ? 

Mr. Anpversen. I don’t believe he was allowed in this morning, 
either. Mr. Wheeler advised me earlier this morning that he only 
permitted people to come into this room whom he wished to come in. 

Mr. Arens. If you want to proceed on a professional basis, tell us 
whether or not he is available. 

Mr. Anpersen. I assume he is home. He had an accident, as you 
‘am nam know. I assume he is home. You served him originally at 

is doctors’ office. He had an accident and he is not a well man. I 
assume he is home. 

Mr. Arens. We noticed yesterday he seemed to be under no physical 
impediment in his gyrations here. 

r. ANDERSEN. Yes; at the hands of three or four policemen he was; 
I agree with that. 
Mr. Winus. Let ag you this question, and certainly we are 
oing to operate proper assure you. 


Mr. Anversen. I don’t believe he is. He was here earlier this 
morning. I talked to him earlier this morning. I saw him out in the 
hall earlier this morning, and I told him I didn’t believe the committee 
wanted him to return because they hadn’t called him yesterday or 
directed him to return. 
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Mr. Arens. Will you make it clear to him, Counsel, that we do 
want him to return, we do want to interrogate him under oath? Will 
you do that for us, please ? 

Mr. AnversEN. I will be very happy to do that. 

Mr. Wits. Can you fix a reasonable schedule, Mr. Counsel ? 

Mr. Arens. Some time this afternoon. 

Mr. Wiuts. Well, of course, we can’t fix any closer time than that. 
We plan, and we will see if it fits the schedule, we plan to adjourn 
shortly, at 12:00, I suppose, and to return here about 1:15. We 
moat es will be in session rather late today. 

Mr. Arens. Late this afternoon would be all right, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Wiis. Can you see to it that he is here, let’s say, at 2 o’clock, 
if that will accommodate him ? 

Are we going to hear another witness first ? 

Mr. Arens. We will hear a witness who will testify extensively, Mr. 
Chairman. 

Mr. Wits. Can he be here at 2 o’clock and for the balance of the 
session today ? 

Mr. Anpersen. You don’t give me much time. I am here repre- 
senting several other witnesses so, of course, I may not leave the 
room. 

Mr. Wuuis. Well, you have until 2 o’clock, 2 hours. 

Mr. Anpersen. I may represent the next witness that is called. 
I don’t know. 

Mr. Wiuis. We will have the luncheon recess. That will give you 
an hour. 

Mr. ANDERSEN. I suggest you make it 2 o’clock. 

Mr. Wituis. No; we can’t have that. 

Mr. Anversen. I will do my best to communicate with him. 

Mr. Witus. You understand that this accommodation of ideas 
or trying to reach agreement is without prejudice to the validity 
of the subpena as a continuing one. 

Mr, ANDERSEN. I understand we are at complete arms’ length. : 

Mr. Arens. The next witness, if you please, Mr. Chairman, will be 
Mr. Noel Harris. 

Kindly come forward and remain standing while the chairman 
administers an oath. 

Mr. Wixtts. Please raise your right hand. 

You do solemnly swear that the testimony you are about to give 
will he Soe truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help 

ou Go 
Mr, Harris, Ido. 


TESTIMONY OF NOEL HARRIS, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 
ALBERT M. BENDICH 


Mr. Arens. Kindly identify yourself, sir, by name, residence, and 
occupation. 

Mr. Harris. My name is Noel Harris. I live at 3327 Pine Street, 
Eureka. I fail to see where my occupation is any concern of this 
committee. 

Mr. Arens. Kindly answer what is your occupation. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Harris. Woodworker. 
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Mr. Arens. Do you have any other occupation ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Harris. None. None other. 

Mr. Arens. You are appearing today in response to a subpena which 
was served upon you by this committee ? 

Mr. Harris. Yes. My subpena was served on the job where I work. 

Mr. Arens. And you are represented by counsel ? 

Mr. Harris. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Counsel, kindly identify yourself. 

Mr. Benpicu. Albert M. Bendich, staff counsel, American Civil 
Liberties Union of Northern California. 

Mr. Wuus. I think it would be more convenient for all, including 
counsel, if you will put the microphone next to you, Mr. Witness. 

Mr. Arens. Where and when were you born ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Harris. I was born at Fort Bragg, Calif., December 6, 1918. 

Mr. Arens. And kindly give us a word about your formal education. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Harris. I have gone through public schools, elementary school, 
high school and college in the State of California. 

r, Arens. Would you kindly repeat what you just said? I am 

afraid it isn’t clear. 

Mr. Harris. I said I attended elementary school, high school and 
college in the State of California. 

Mr. Arens. And did you receive a college degree ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) A a 

Mr. Harris, Yes; I received an AB in social science, majoring in 
history, during the course of which I learned a little bit about in- 


quisitions and their use of stool pigeons and perjurers and other 
methods, 


Mr. Arens. Tell us, please, sir, when did you receive your degree? 
(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 


Mr, Harris, 1949, 

Mr. Arens. Did that complete your formal education ? 
(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Harris. I had 1 additional year in college. 


Mr. Arens. And did you receive a degree as a result of that addi- 
tional year ? 


Mr. Harris. No, sir. 

Mr. Arens. A master’s degree ? 

Mr. Harris. No, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Have you received any specialized training since you 
completed your formal education ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Harris. I would like to have the question clarified. To me it is 
ambiguous. 

Mr. Arens. Do you have in mind any specialized training which 
you have received since you completed your formal education ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Harris. Do you mean in a formal educational sense? 

Mr. Arens. No; not necessarily. Any specialized training you 
have received since you completed your formal education. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 
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Mr. Harris. None tomy mind at the moment. 

Mr. Arens. Have you received any special training by any organi- 
zation after you completed your formal education ¢ 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Harris. I don’t quite understand the question. 

Mr. Arens. I will drop the line of inquiry. 

What has been your principal occupation since you completed your 
formal] education 

Mr. Harris. Woodworker. 

Mr. Arens. Have you received any training in organizing tech- 
niques by any organization ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Harris. Would you please clarify the question ? 

Mr. Arens. Are you now the organizer for the Communist Party of 
Humboldt County, California? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Harris. On the basis of the first amendment, the fourth amend- 
ment, and the fifth amendment of the Bill of Rights of the U.S. Con- 
stitution, I respectfully decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Arens. Do you honestly apprehend, sir, that if you told this 
committee truthfully, while you are under oath, whether or not you 
are presently the organizer in charge of organizing for the Communist 
Party of Humboldt County, California, you would be supplying infor- 
mation that might be used against you in a criminal proceeding ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) ; 

Mr. Harris. I would like to stand on the same grounds that I have 
previously given. 

Mr. Arens. You said they taught you at school what a stool pigeon 
was, they taught you what witch hunts were and the like. Did they 
also teach you about colonizing? Do you know what a colonizer is? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Harris. I refuse on the same grounds previously given. 

Mr. Arens. Have you in the recent past been in charge of certain 
activities of the Communist conspiracy, which the party characterizes 
within party ranks as colonization ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Harris. I respectfully decline on the grounds previously given. 
; “a WILLIs. Would you in a few sentences explain what colonizing 
is 

Mr. Arens. Yes. Colonizing, Mr. Chairman, is a technique used 
by the conspiracy in which they take persons who often are highly 
heen, persons who have an appearance that will get them into any 
strata of society, and they have them develop within certain groups 
or organizations, cells of the conspiracy. 

Frequently these people obliterate their own identification, their 
own background. Frequently they will take menial jobs. It is one of 
the present techniques of the conspiracy. 

Sir, I put it to you as a fact, and _ you to affirm or deny the fact 
that you are presently the organizer of the Communist Party of 
Humboldt County, California. 

Mr. Wuuis. I think you have asked him that question. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 
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Mr. Arens. I asked it of him, but the record does not reflect that we 
have the answer to the present question, Mr. Chairman. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Harris. I respectfully decline on the grounds previously given. 

Mr. Arens. I respectfully suggest, Mr, Chairman, that will con- 
clude the staff interrogation of this witness. 

Mr. Wiuts. The witness is excused. 

Mr. Arens. The next witness, if you please, Mr. Chairman, will be 
Mrs. Ann Deirup. 

Kindly come forward and remain standing while the chairman ad- 
ministers an oath. 

Mr. Epises. Mr. Chairman, the witness is unwilling——— 

Mr. Witu1s. Come forward, please. 

Mr. Epises. The witness is unwilling to sit in the view of these 
glaring lights, and we ask that the lights be turned off. 

Mr. Wits. We will accommodate you. 

Mr. Eptses. Please do so. 

Mr. Wits. I suppose you mean to imply that it interferes with 
her composure, and so on, as the real reason for it. 

Mr. Eptses. Yes; that is true. She has an eye difficulty, also, and 
it is also discomposing. 

Mr. Wits. Please raise your right hand. 

You do solemnly swear that the testimony you are about to give 
will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so 
help you God ? ¢ 

Mrs. Detrvur. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF ANN DEIRUP, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 
BERTRAM EDISES 


Mr. Arens. Kindly identify yourself, ma’am, by name, residence, 
and occupation. 

Mrs. Derrupr. My name is Ann Deirup. I live at 1629 Josephine 
Street, Berkeley, California. Iam adraftsman. 

Mr. Witus. A draftsman, did you say ? 

Mrs. Derrur. A draftsman. 

Mr. Arens. Is it Miss or Mrs. ? 

Mrs. Derrvpr. It is Mrs. 

Mr. Arens. You are appearing today, Mrs. Deirup, in response 
toa —— which was served upon you by this committee? 

Mrs. Derrup. Yes;I am. 

Mr. Arens. And you are represented by counsel ? 

Mrs. Derrvup. I have a counsel sitting beside me, but I would like 
to state that I don’t feel that—— 

Mr. Arens. Keep your voice up, please. 

Mrs. Derrvur. Yes. I said yes, I have counsel sitting beside me, but 
I do not feel that I am really adequately represented because he is not 
allowed to speak for me. I am, by trade, a draftsman—— 

Mr. Arens. You are reading from a prepared statement now? 

Mrs. Derrvr. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Proceed, if you please. 

Mrs. Derrur. I can express many things on paper in graphic form, 
but I don’t understand all this legal bit, and I don’t feel able to answer 
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all the doubletalk questions. But I would like to make my position 
clear. 

I consider the members of this committee to be 

Mr. Wits. You have not been asked a question, Madam. Would 
you be able to deny on constitutional grounds that—— 

Mrs. Detrur. I would like—— 

Mr. Wits. Counsel, ask a question. 

Mr. Arens. Let us get you identified and your counsel identified 
on the record, and then you can go ahead on your dissertation. 

Mrs. Derrup. I do want to say that I don’t feel I am adequately 
represented. He is an excellent lawyer, or obviously I wouldn’t have 
selected him. 

Mr. Arens. Counsel, identify yourself on this record. 

Mr. Epises. Bertram Edises, an attorney from Oakland, California. 

Mr. Arens. We are going to try to avoid anything that could be 
construed by a reasonable person as doubletalk which you are upset 
about. 

Would you tell this committee plainly, openly, frankly, candidly, 
were you, beginning in 1948, a member of the Young Communist 
League?) The Young Communist League? That is clear. 

Mrs. Derrur. I heard you. 

Mr. Arens. Now, kindly respond to the question. 

Mrs. Detrvur. I consider the members of this committee to be dedi- 
cated people and I would very much like to cooperate with this com- 
mittee, but after yesterday’s performance, I am even more convinced 
of your dedicated principles. You are dedicated to the destruction 
of freedom of thought, freedom of the speech and assembly, and of 
association. 

You are dedicated to the preservation of white supremacy and to 
segregations and lynchings, and you are also dedicated to public 
hearings by private invitations. 

I, too, am a dedicated and principled individual dedicated to the 
preservation of democracy, freedom of thought, association and 
equality and dignity for all our people. I am dedicated to the promo- 
tion of better education for all of our people, and for peace. 

I am flattered that my small efforts in these directions should re- 
ceive the committee’s recognition. This committee and all its noble 
pursuits will attempt to harass and vilify me and, thereby, the ideals 
and issues that I have championed. 

In my attempt to preserve and protect these cherished ideals, I am 
very proud to be able to invoke one or several of the points of our Bill 
of Rights, and I have three ancestors that fought in the American 
Revolution, and one of them lost a leg at the Battle of Lexington. 

They very carefully prepared the Bill of Rights and put it in our 
Constitution that we may enjoy life, liberty, and the pursuit of happi- 
ness as we know it. This committee states that its purpose is to gather 
information in order to prepare legislation. As most of the questions 
relate—as most of the questions asked of the witnesses relate to private 
beliefs, I question the validity of the whole committee under the Bill of 
Rights, se we states that Congress shall make no laws abridging the 


freedom of thought, speech, assembly, and association. 
Mr. Arens. Are you a dedicated member of the Communist Party ? 
(The witness conferred with her counsel.) 
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Mrs. Derrur. I think I made my position amply clear. I referred 
to the Bill of Rights. I don’t remember all of the things in the Bill of 
Rights, but I do remember very clearly that the 13 colonies saw to it 
that they kept in the Constitution what they brought from England, 
what my ancestors brought from England, and that is that you have no 
right tocompel me to testify against myself. 

{r. Arens. Does that your answer 

Mr. Proceed. 

Mrs. Detrrup. Yes; it does. 

Mr. Arens. I will not ask the lady when she was born, but—where 
were you born? Where were you born, please / 

Mr. Derrvr. Yes; I was born in Palo Alto, at the Palo Alto-Stan- 
ford Hospital. Do you want the date ? 

Mr. Arens. No, we wouldn’t—— 

Mrs, Derrvr. I will be glad to give it to you. 

Mr. Arens. Come ahead with it. 

Mrs. Derrur. I am not a bit shy. I was born on August 22, 1918, 
and I have three children and they are in the audience. 

Mr. Arens. Now, ma’am, give us just a word about your formal 
education, please. 

Mrs. Derrvur. I would be glad to, but I would like to know what the 
relevance is or pertinency or pertinence—— 

Mr. Arens. I want to ask you whether or not your attendance and 
membership in the Young Communist League coincided in point of 
time with any institutional activity in which you may have been en- 
gaged. Would you kindly answer the question and give us a word 
about your formal education ? 

rs Dermvr. May I talk to my counsel? This is where I really lose 
this bit. 

Mr. Wituts. Ask the question directly. 

Mr. Arens. I asked her to please tell us a word about her formal 
education. 

(The witness conferred with her counsel.) 

Mrs. Deirur. I think I have already indicated my position very 
clearly. I don’t think this committee has any right to make inquiry 
into by beliefs, and many of my beliefs have come through my school- 
ing, to be sure. 

f the purpose of the committee, of course, is to prepare legislation, 
— it at tral to people’s beliefs, then I think the committee is out of 
order. 

Mr. Wits. Proceed. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest the record reflect, 
then, an order and direction for this lady to please tell us about her 
formal education. 

Mr. Wixuts. I direct you to answer the question. 

(The witness conferred with her counsel. ) 

Mrs. Derrur. In view of the purpose that I have indicated that I 
think the committee is on, legislation and so forth, and in view of the 
position that I have made, I respectfully invoke the same principles 
that I originally did in terms of freedom of thought, speech, not to 
speak, and you cannot compel me to bear witness against myself. 

Mr. Wriuis. In other words, you invoke the privileges of the first 
and fifth amendments ? 
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(The witness conferred with her counsel.) 

Mrs. Derrup. Yes; I am invoking all of the provisions, and I would 
like to add I didn’t have this in my notes before I came because I 
didn’t realize that our Congressman here was seated oT in Con- 
gress, so I would like to add to it the fourteenth amendment. 

Mr. Arens. Now, would you kindly tell us if you joined the Young 
Communist League while you were a student at the University of 
California ? 

Mrs. Derrvp. I think I have made my position clear on all these 
questions. 

Mr. Wituis. You are directed to answer the question. 

(The witness conferred with her counsel. ) 

Mrs. Derrup. My answer is the same as before. It is the same as 
the last one. 

Mr. Arens. Do you have present, current information, ma’am, 
which you can supply to this committee respecting the identifications 
and activities in northern California of persons who, to your certain 
knowledge, are now, or in the recent past have been, members of the 
Communist Party ? 

(The witness conferred with her counsel.) 

Mrs. Derrup. If I was so fortunate as to have all this valuable infor- 
mation, I wouldn’t give it to you anyway. 

Mr. Arens. You are on the County Committee, so we understand, 
of the Communist Party, and we thought perhaps you might have 
some information that could be of service to this committee. 

(The witness conferred with her counsel. ) 

Mrs. Derrup. If you have all these answers from such reliable and 
unimpeachable sources 

Mr. Arens. Are you on the Alameda County Committee of the 
Communist Party ? 

(The witness conferred with her counsel.) 

Mrs. Derrvup. I was attempting to answer the question. 

Mr. Arens. I will withdraw the next to last question, and have the 
last question be the principal outstanding question, namely, are you 
- the County Committee of Alameda County of the Communist 

arty 

Mrs. Detrup. If I have done anything illegal, I think you should 
take me into court where I can have adequate counsel. 

Mr. Arens. Now, would you kindly respond to the question? Does 
that complete your answer ? 

(The witness conferred with her counsel.) 

Mrs. Derrup. My answer isthe same. I decline to answer that ques- 
tion on the grounds previously stated. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that will conclude 
the staff interrogation of this witness. 

Mr. Wiis. The witness is excused. 

The committee will stand in recess until 1:15. 

(Whereupon, at 11:55 a.m., Friday, May 13, 1960, the subcommittee 
recessed, to reconvene at 1:15 p.m. the same day.) 

(Members of the subcommittee present at the time of recess: Repre- 
sentatives Willis and Johansen. ) 
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AFTERNOON SESSION—FRIDAY, MAY 13, 1960 


(The subcommittee reconvened at 1:40 p.m., Hon. Edwin E. Willis 
(chairman of the subcommittee) presiding. ) 

Mr. Witu1s. The subcommittee will please come to order. 

(Members of the subcommittee present at time of reconvening: 
Representatives Willis and Johansen.) 

Mr. Witiis. Again I want to say that we appreciate the cooperation 
of people within the hearing room. We are glad to have you. We 
will not have disturbances here. We will just go about our business 
and I know that everything will work out all right. 

Mr. Arens, call your next witness. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Karl Prussion, kindly come forward to the witness 
table and remain standing while the chairman administers an oath, 
if you please, sir. 

Mr. Wiiu1s. Please raise your right hand. 

You do solemnly swear that the testimony you are about to give 
will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help 
you God? 

Mr. Prussion. I so do. 


TESTIMONY OF KARL PRUSSION 


Mr. Arens. I want to be certain that you are situated in proper 
relationship to the microphone, Mr. Prussion,. 

Kindly identify yourself by name, residence, and occupation. 

Mr. Prussion. My name is Karl Prussion. I reside in Los Altos, 
California. My address is Box 396, Los Altos. I am a metallurgical 
engineer by profession and a builder by choice. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Prussion, I expect in the course of this interroga- 
tion to cover a number of areas with you. At the outset I should like 
to ask you first of all, have you ever been a member of the Communist 
Party? 

Mr. Prusston. I have been a member of the Communist Party for 
approximately 26 years. 

r. AreNs. When did you join the Communist Party and when 
did you finally, irrevocably, disassociate yourself from the Com- 
munist Party 

Mr. Prussion. I joined the Communist Party in 1933, and T irrev- 
ocably disassociated myself from the Communist Party on August 
12, 1959. 

Mr. Arens. Where did you join the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Prusston. I joined the Communist Party in Detroit, Michigan. 

Mr. Arens. And over what period of time did you serve in the 
Communist Party in Detroit, Michigan ¢ 

Mr. Prusstan. I served in the Communist Party in Detroit, Mich- 
igan, from 1933 until 1940, then I went to New Mexico for 2 years. 

Mr. Arens. Did you, during all or part of your membership in the 
Communist Party, have a membership in which you were a dedicated 


Communist, ideologically in complete accord with the party? 

Mr. Prusston. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Over what period of your service in the Communist 
Party were you in that status? 

Mr. Prussion. From 1933 through 1938. 
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Mr. Arens. And then tell us just in capsule form so we have the 
broad perspective of your service, what happened at that time? 

Mr. Prussion. Do you mean in 1938? 

Mr. Arens. In 1938, so far as your membership in the party was 
concerned. 

Mr. Prussion. Well, in 1938, because of a whole series of events 
that happened within the Communist Party, I became thoroughly 
disillusioned with the machinations of the Communist Party and did 
not break with the party nor did I get expelled from the Communist 
Party, but became a reluctant Communist trying to get out from that 
time until I finally convinced the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
of my sincerity in my efforts to help our Government in the fight 
against the Communist menace. 

Mr. Arens. Did you shortly thereafter become reaffiliated with the 
Communist Party at the behest and with the cooperation of the Fed- 
eral Bureau of Investigation? 

Mr. Prusston. Yes; I so did. 

Mr. Arens. And when did you then reaffiliate yourself with the 
Communist Party? Just approximately. That is, as an FBI under- 
cover agent. 

Mr. Prusston. As an FBI undercover agent it was the latter part 
of 1947 in the city of Carmel, California. 

Mr. Arens. Then did you continuously serve in the Communist 
Party in various posts, in various activities, which we will explore 
later on, at the behest of the Federal Bureau of Investigation ? 

Mr. Prusston. That is correct, sir. 

Mr. Arens. And you continued in that capacity until you were, 
what we call, surfaced in this last year; is that correct? 

Mr. Prusston. That is correct. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Prussion, without giving us details of your activity, 
tell us the various posts or assignments which you held in the Com- 
munist Party. 

Mr. Prusston. Well, at the outset I was a section organizer of the 
West Side Section of the Communist Party in Detroit. I was the 
organizer for the Communist Party at the Ford Motor Car Co. T was 
a member of the District Committee, the District Industrial Com- 
mission of the Communist Party in Detroit. 

In this area, California, where I came in Jate 1942, I was a sort of 
member-at-large with party contacts, visits, etc., but no formal local 
membership. Then I was in various cells and I was also a member 
of the Trade Union Commission of the Communist Party in Santa 
Clara County. 

Mr. Arens. Now, Mr. Prussion, as a point of departure in our 
interrogation of you today, may I ask you this first fundamental 
question : 

Based upon your background and extensive experience in the Com- 
munist Party, first as a dedicated Communist and thereafter as a 
person in the conspiratorial activities of the party at the behest of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation serving your Government, tell this 
Committee on Un-American Activities how serious is the Communist 
operation now on American soil ? 

Mr. Prusston. It is my sincere and honest opinion that never before 
in the history of the Communist Party of the United States has the 
situation been more critical for our democratic form of government. 
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The Communist Party in the United States today is more influential 
in economic, political, and social circles than ever in its history. In 
brief, the situation is indeed critical in view of the international situa- 
tion, with the recent visit of Khrushchev to our shores, and the com- 
plications that are rapidly developing throughout the world. 

I believe that the Communist Party is a conspiracy and that the 
ry is definitely a menace to the well-being of our American way 
of life. 

Mr. Arens. Is the Communist Party a political party ? 

Mr. Prusston. The Communist Party isn’t, never has been, and 
never will be, a political party. 

Mr. ARrens. 1at is the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Prussion. The Communist Party is a conspiracy through which 
they intend ultimately, after they have achieved the prerequisites of 
the revolution, to overthrow our free enterprise system and establish 
a dictatorship of the proletariat by force and violence. 

Mr. Arens, Is the Communist Party an a of the interna- 
tional Communist conspiracy on American soil ? 

Mr. Prusston. It so is. 

Mr. Arens. Are there Communists who are not technical members 
of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Prusston. I would like to enlarge on that, if you don’t mind, sir. 

Mr. Arens. If you please, sir. 

Mr. Prusston. The Communist Party has a varied type of member- 
ship. They have one type of member who attends cell meetings, pays 
his dues. They have another type of Communist, because he doesn’t 
want to identify himself with the cell for fear of exposure by an in- 
formant such as myself, who has a courier pay his dues. 

Then there are many, many Communists who have dropped out of 
the Communist Party, conveniently, so that they can hide their identity 
and in that way are better able to carry out the revolutionary work. 

There is a fourth type of Communist who is never associated with a 
cell, but he is a Leninist, and so imbued with the forthcoming revolu- 
tion that he works diligently wherever possible and keeps contact with 
Communist leaders on the higher level. 

This type of a Communist is usually a doctor, a lawyer, a political 
official aa in the professional field of life. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Prussion, in the course of the last day or so here we 
have had a number of people who have been identified to us by respon- 
sible people as members of the conspiracy, who have sat in that very 
chair in which you are now sitting and castigated this committee, say- 
ing, in effect, that our objectives are to deprive people of employment, 
smear people, and the like, although this committee tries as sincerely 
as we possibly can to proceed on the basis of fairness and impartiality. 

Can you tell this committee, based upon your background and experi- 
ence in the party, what has happened to you at the hands of the 
party since you surfaced and made known to the world that you were 
an undercover agent of the FBI, serving in the Communist conspiracy 
at the behest of your Government? 

Mr. Prusston. The Communist Party, in the area in which I live 
and district-wise, has carried out a vicious campaign of vilification by 
spreading rumors as to my personality and character, in this manner 
trying to get the general citizenry of the area to disassociate them- 
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selves with myself, in hopes that I would become disgusted and pick 
up and leave the area, and not carry on the fight against the Commu- 
nist Party in the vicinity in which I live. 

Mr. Arens. Have pressures been brought to bear to try to preclude 
you from employment since you made it known to the world that you 
were serving as an undercover agent of the Federal Bureau of Investi- 
gation, trying to get information for your Government ¢ 

Mr. Prussion. That is definitely true. Because of the nature of the 
rumors spread about myself—— 

Mr. Arens. Is your family presently fearful—I know you told me 
last evening of certain incidents I will not ask you to repeat—in gen- 
eral, is your family, your wife and children, are they presently fearful 
of recriminations by the party against you because you served your 
Government in this conspiracy 

Mr. Prussion. Yes; they are. 

Mr. Arens. One other preliminary question before we begin to trace 
your activities in the party and reveal on this record information 
respecting its present activities here in this area. 

Tell us a word about Communist Party discipline. 

Mr. Prussion. When a person first joins the Communist Party and 
he reads their literature, their pamphlets, attends meetings, listens 
to lectures, and goes to their specialized and general schools, and when 
he begins to participate in violent activities and peaceful activities in 
the interest of the forthcoming revolution, he finds himself ve 
shortly in the grip of Communist discipline from which it is difficult 
to dislodge oneself. 

Mr. Arens. Give us a word as to the nature of that discipline, 
please, sir. 

Mr. Prussion. Within the Communist Party there is total disregard 
for law. Within the Communist Party there are rigged trials, forced 
confessions, provocations of suicides of Communists who have devi- 
ated, reprisals against Communists who might deviate on party 
strategy. 

All of these things are part and parcel of the essence of law within 
the Communist Party. 

Mr. Arens. To what extent does the Communist Party in its dis- 
cipline over the comrades, control their personal lives, their marital 
lives, their family lives? 

Mr. Prusston. The Communist Party controls a member of the 
Communist Party throughout his life, and right through death they 
have complete control of a Communist Party member. 

A Communist Party member—and this is almost hard to believe, 
but it is unfortunately very true—finds himself always believing to 
be true the line of the Communist International. If on one day 
the Communist International orders one tactic, he will carry it out 
and believe in it. If the very next day the Communist International 
orders another tactic, he will turn a somersault and actually believe 
it to be the truth and carry it out to the best of his ability. 

This inner obedience to communism, to its directives, is a most star- 
tling characteristic of a Communist that is very difficult to describe. 

r. Arens. Now with these preliminary observations out of the 
way, or covered here, I should say, Mr. Prussion, I will have a number 
- specific questions to ask you about Communist techniques and the 
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I should like to have you reverse the chronology for the moment 
and go back and tell us the circumstances under which you joined 
the Communist Party. In view of the fact that we are, in this par- 
ticular hearing today, directing our attention to Communist activities 
in the northern segment of California, I would request that you do 
not go into detail about your activities in the Detroit area, but give us 
a brief word about your activities there, the posts you held and the 
like, and then, as soon as we have completed that in a preliminary 
manner, we will plunge into the activities in which you were engaged 
as an undercover agent here in northern California, and we will ask 
you about the current situation here in considerable detail. ‘ 

If you will, kindly proceed at your own pace on your entrance into 
the party and the activities in Detroit in summary form. 

r. Prusston. I joined the Communist Party in 1933 at the height 
of the depression while I was a senior at Wayne University. I was 
at that time living in a sick and uprooted world. There was a tuition 
raise on the campus, and it seemed as though the Communists came 
to me with the solution to my social and economic problems, as well 
as a solution to the problems of the world generally. 

I was lionized into the leadership of a student strike against the 
tuition raise. I was immediately given recognition, respect, under- 
standing, response, and I felt at that time, with very little knowledge 
of the workings of the Communist Party, that this was the organiza- 
tion for me and I joinec, 

Mr. Arens. Now give us just a word of your career in Detroit, 
if you please, but I suggest, again, not in considerable detail because 
it 1s not an area in which we have a principal concern poster. 

Mr. Prussion. Well, immediately after joining the Communist 
Party I was sent to be a section organizer of the Communist Party 
in Flint, Michigan, and was given directives to concentrate on the 
Negro churches in that area. 

was successful in this conspiracy in influencing many of the Ne- 
gro ministers into violent actions in the city of Flint at that time. I 
was stricken with peritonitis and came back to the city of Detroit 
and went to the District Training School of the Communist Party, 
which was held in Farmington, Michigan. 

Mr. Arens. If I could interrupt you, Mr. Prussion, without dis- 
courtesy to yourself, I would like to have you hesitate on the training 
school, the training that you received, and give us a summary of 
what they train the comrades in, in these training schools. 

Mr. Prusston. Well, the training there was heavy on the works 
of Lenin. We studied thoroughly the “State and Revolution,” “Im- 
perialism, The Last Stage of Capitalism,” “Left-wing Communism: 
An Infantile Disorder.” 

We especially studied trade union tactics and strategy, and in addi- 
tion to that I was instructed and took courses in insurrection, provo- 
cation of violence. This course was taught by a woman by the name 
of Gertrude Hessler, who was the author of the text on insurrection. 
We were also put on—— 

Mr. Arens. By insurrection, are you including street fighting ? 

Mr. Prussion. Insurrection included street fighting, seizure of 
police stations, cutting of communications, everything that is required 


of a Communist when the prerequisites are met, when the final strategy 
is carried out. 
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Mr. Arens. Were you taught infiltration of mass organizations ? 

Mr. Prussion. We were taught infiltration of social, economic, and 
political organizations—principally at that time economic, which is 
the trade union movement. 

Mr. Arens. Were you taught the techniques which we observe on 
this committee frequently, by which one or two comrades can move 
into a mass organization and take over that organization and direct 
it and control it? Were you taught those techniques, techniques of 
mass psychology and the like 4 

Mr. Prussion. There are numerous examples of that. This is the 

neral strategy of the Communist Party for a few to lead many. 

will give you an example. 

A new Jant in the city of Detroit known as DeSoto started oper- 
ations and the Communist Party concentrated on that plant and had 
six Communists hired within that plant. During the process of body 
production, a girl who was cleaning the windows with a solution as 
the bodies passed by, had a nosebleed. A Communist seized on the 
opportunity and took some of the solution out with him when he 
went home from work. 

He immediately contacted a chemist who was a member of the 
Communist Party. The chemist analyzed the solution and it was a 
mild solution of wood alcohol. Wood alcohol is supposed to be 
poisonous when inhaled. The Communist Party that very evening 
put out several hundred circulars in which the management was 
condemned for the treatment of women in that plant. 

The Communists took these circulars into the plant, distributed 
them, and at a designated hour they shut down the plant and were 
able to start the initial organizational drive in that plant for the 
forthcoming CIO union. 

That is one little example of how they would utilize certain con- 
ditions and enlarge upon it and arouse the indignation of the working 
people against their so-called oppressors and so on. 

Mr. Arens. What else were you taught in this training school or 
in the training schools? Were you taught political warfare? 

Mr. Prusston. Yes, very definitely. We were taught that the Com- 
munist Party, for example, does not believe in parliamentary methods 
as a battleground for the bettering of the working conditions of the 
working men. They believe that parliamentary methods should only 
be used to the extent that a parliament can be used ultimately for its 
own destruction. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Prussion, if a person were talking to a comrade 
now, say a trained comrade, like Hyman Lumer, educational director 
of the Communist Party—and he has been coming through this State, 
as I understand it, making speeches to college groups—and someone 
said, “Mr. Lumer, explain to me the policies and programs of the 
Communist Party.” 

I have seen a great abundance of his work. He would be explaining 
the pie in the sky idea, would he not, that the Communist Party 
stands for peace, for jobs, for better housing; it stands for uplift in 
all types of areas. 

Were you taught anything in the training school which led you to 
believe, as a trainee of the Communists, one who was being disci- 
plined in the conspiracy, that the actual objectives, the actual moti- 
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vation, the actual program of the Communist Party, was not one of 
humanity, but was one of total] enslavement? 

Mr. Prussion. That is very definitely true. The Communist Party 
picks no bones about it. If any member of the Communist Party 
were honest—and they are not—they would tell you that the Com- 
munist Party believes in overthrowing the Government by force and 
violence, after the prerequisites of the revolution have been attained, 
and the manner in which they attain these prerequisites of the revo- 
lution is by the infiltration of social, economic, and political organi- 
zations. 

In the infiltration of these organizations, it is their job to arouse 
class hatred, to gain leadership within these organizations, and to 
accelerate the class struggle and teach the working class hatred of 
iP ge who direct our industry and our Government. 

. Arens. These comrades who have been working here with these 
youngsters, these von, | people who have been ickoting here and 
causing the commotion, did the comrades make it plain to these young- 
sters that they are comrades, that they are part of a conspiratorial 
force and are using these youngsters for their ultimate objectives? 

Mr. Prusston. No; they do not. I recall, for example, when I went 
to Wayne University—I am just bringing this out. I think it is a 
little off the question, but I think it is pertinent. 

I recall that a lot of my convictions in joining the Communist Party 
I received at the university. In the study, for example, of psychology, 
we were taught human behaviorism and the materialistic conception of 
psychology. In the study of sociology, similarly, we studied Darwin’s 
theory, and the material was in the manner of. an approach to these 
questions. 

Consequently, when the spirit of man and the soul of man and the 
name of God are never mentioned, never discussed at the universities, 
a man is readily prepared to accept membership into the Communist 
Party. This was part of the preparation for my joining the Com- 
munist Party. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Prussion, earlier in these hearings I was inter- 
rogating a lady, Mrs. Barbara Hartle, who had been in the conspiracy, 
but who broke with the conspiracy, and in the course of the interroga- 
tion I observed that in finding her way out of the conspiracy back as 
an anti-Communist, she had found her way back to God, and I heard 
snickering and loud laughter here by these young people. 

Within the framework of the Communist operation, is there room 
for concepts of God and spiritual values as we are taught them at our 
mother’s knee ? 

Mr. Prusston. The Communist Party lowers man to that of a beast 
in the field. As far as the Communist is concerned, man is material 
and not spiritual; he has no soul, no spirit, and there is no God. 
This is elementary and fundamental] to every Communist. 

One cannot live a peaceable life under communism and believe in 
God at the same time. Belief in God tears to shreds the entire Com- 
munist conspiracy. 

Mr. ARrens. Would you tell us whether or not, in the process by 
which you disassociated yourself from the conspiracy, you were able 
to find any strength and any spiritual faith and a reemphasis in your 
own life in concepts of a divine being ¢ 
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Mr. Prusston. It was during the very early part. of my activities 
in the Communist Party A tg articipated in provocation and vio- 
lence, when I was partly responsible for the death of many people in 
riots, I at that time asked God many times for forgiveness and was 
trying to find a way out. of the Communist Party. 

I had the extreme fortune of meeting in the city of Flint a man by 
the name of Dr. Longman of the Christian Church, and was very 
much influenced by his teachings. At a later date, in 1940-42 when I 
was in Albuquerque, I was fortunate in meeting a Catholic priest by 
the name of Father Dumerai and there I found the real solution to the 
problems of the world, belief in God, and God’s guidance. 

I learned to believe that God is truth, that man is created in his image 
and likeness and, therefore, man must reflect the truth of God. 

I had a further association with a Dr. Bailey of the Baptist Church. 
He became a very dear friend of mine. This was all during the period 
when I was in the Communist Party. Through these associations and 
through a study of the Bible, and participating in church activities 
I regained my faith in God, and I am very happy for that, because 
am able to sit here, I believe, because of that, and testify before this 
committee. 

Mr. Arens. Now, give us just a word of the career that you had in 
Detroit in the party after you completed your basic training as a 
hard-core Communist before we get into your activities in this area, 
in summary form, please, sir. 

Mr. Prussion. The Communist Party trained me in trade union 
activity, and I worked in such plants as Briggs, DeSoto, Packard, 
Plymouth, Jenks-Muir Spring Plant, General Motors Trucks, and in 
every instance was sent into these plants by the Communist Party for 
the purpose of building the party in those plants and arousing class 
hatred, strikes, dissension, in the effort to build what they called a 
strong militant union, in preparation for the forthcoming revolution. 

I can relate many stories about the activities in the CIO. 

Mr. Arens. May I interrupt you to say, Mr. Prussion, you have 
been in executive sessions with this committee respecting the Detroit 
situation, and we have that on record. We are not, in this particular 
series of hearings here in San Francisco, primarily interested in devel- 
oping factual material on the public record on the Detroit situation. 
We will go into that some other time. 

Is there any other significant fact which you would like to recount 
respecting Detroit before we commence on your career in the party 
here in California ? 

Mr. Prusston. Well, there is one significant fact, and I think it 
is important that we make this clear. 

During the formative stages of the CIO in the city of Detroit, the 
leader m the movement to organize the CIO through the Communist 
Party, who had the mass base in the plants, was not, as anybody 
would think, Earl Browder or Jack Stachel, or Mr. William Wein- 
stone. It happened to be a man by the name of Bill Gebert. 

Bill Gebert represented the Communist International in the city of 
Detroit during the formative stage, the development of and the con- 
clusion of the activities to build the CIO in the area. 

Mr. Arens. Isn’t he in Poland now? 

Mr. Prusston. Bill Gebert today is the head of the Trade Union 
Commission of the Communist Party in Poland. 
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Mr. Arens. Was your entire tenure in the Communist Party in 
California at the behest of the Federal Bureau of Investigation ? 

Mr. Prusston. My formal tenure in cells, yes; but there was a short 
period, I would say the last five months of membership in the Commu- 
nist Party, where I had notified the FBI that I had planned to make 
the break and it was during that period in which I had contacted the 
FBI consistently, but I was not formally working with them. 

Mr. Arens. I will put it in a different way. When you started 
with the Communist operation in California, after you had moved 
ping Rn ee did you do so at the behest and in cooperation with 
the FBI? 

Mr. Prusston. Yes; I did that, with the cooperation of the FBI. 

Mr. Arens. And you were not then ideologically identified with 
the party. You were serving your Government; is that correct? 

Mr. Prusston. That is correct. 

Mr. Wir11s. When was that? In other words, when did you start 
really working for the FBI? 

Mr. Prussion. The latter part of 1947. 

Mr. Arens. I want to clear the record on one item. 

We are constantly confronted by the comrades with the epithets, 
which we get used to—in which they say that we have stool pigeons 
who are paid informers, that the FBI and we pay fabulous sums to 
people to squeal on other people, and the like. 

Just in passing, could you tell us, you who have served as an FBI 
undercover agent in the Communist conspiracy in California from 
1947 until a few months ago, tell us, without giving an amount, were 
you paid a salary, were you paid expenses? 

Mr. Prusston. For about four years I was paid nothing, and at all 
times since then the amount I was paid ranged from $10 to possibly 
$125 a month, which was way below the actual expenses that I had 
while serving our Government against this conspiracy. 

Mr. Arens. Does the amount which you have been paid, which is 
obviously nominal, for your service in the conspiracy on a monetary 
basis anywhere near compensate you for the financial losses to whic 
you have been subjected since you came out of the Communist Party 
as a result of the smear attacks against you by the party ? 

Mr. Prusston. Well, it doesn’t begin to even approach the losses 
that I have taken. 

Mr. Arens. Let us commence with your first affiliation here in Cali- 
fornia in 1947 at the behest of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
and bring up right on down to date, listing the cells to which you 
were attached, the activities in which you were engaged, and, of equal 
importance, the persons who, to your certain knowledge—we want no 
speculation—persons who, to your certain knowledge, were part and 
parcel members of the Communist Party. Do you understand ? 

Mr. Prusston. Yes, sir; I do. 

Mr. Arens. So that this record can be clear, may I ask you a pre- 
liminary question ? 

When you testify that you know to a certainty that John Jones 
is a member of the Communist Party, your knowledge will not come 
from an observation of a membership book, will it, for they do not 
have membership books? 

Mr. Prussion. No, sir. 
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Mr. Arens. It will come from your certain experience with that 
person in a closed party cell; is that correct ? 

Mr. Prussion. That is correct, sir. 

Mr. Arens. That is, a cell or unit, to which you as a comrade, knew 
only hard-core members of the party were admitted; isn’t that 
correct ? 

Mr. Prusston. That is correct, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Just so the record is still clear, tell us what is a cell 
meeting and what is a closed party meeting. 

Mr. Prussion. Well, in order to describe a cell wm we have 
to go into the description of the organizational apparatus of the Com- 
munist Party so we can come down to the cell or unit or group or 
whatever they are calling it now. 

Mr. Arens. Give us a word of that on the record, please, of the 
structural organization. 

Mr. Prussion. Well, the structural organization consists first of 
the Communist International. Then there is the National Committee 
of the Communist Party, which is responsible to the Communist 
International. 

Then there are the district committees of the Communist Party. 
In California we have two districts, the Northern District and the 
Southern District, and the district is divided into sections. 

The section, for example, in which I worked a good part of the 
time in California consisted of Santa Cruz, Santa Clara, San Mateo 
Counties. The sections are divided into cells or units, whatever the 
situation and condition may require as to the number of cells and units 
in those sections. 

A cell consists of party members. They attend regularly, usually 
once a month. Very en cell meetings are called under certain 
stress conditions to take up vital problems during a certain period. 

A cell usually has a secretary-treasurer, the educational director, a 
coordinator of the activities of all the members of the cell. 

Would you care for me to describe a cell meeting for you at this time ? 

Mr. Arens. The thing I want to be certain of is that this record 
reflects facts which make it clear to anyone of honest intentions that 
our objective here is to get the cold, hard facts from one who is under 
oath and who can describe procedures which cause you, as an honest 
individual, to know that the identifications which you will be shortly 
revealing are of persons who, to your certain knowledge, are not sus- 
pected because of political belief or political association or any other 
association, but known to a certainty by you to be hard-core con- 
spirators. 

Mr. Prusston. That is correct. I think I have given you a descrip- 
tion of the organizational apparatus of the Communist Party and I 
have described the cell. 

Mr. Arens. Are non-Communists admitted into a cell meeting? 

Mr. Prussion. Never. 

Mr. Arens. Does the party have a system, whereby people in one 
cell or in one segment, one fraction of the operation are precluded 
from knowing the members in another unit ¢ 

Mr. Prussion. It is very rare that the members of one cell will 
know the members of another cell. The only chance they have of 
knowing the members of another cell is if a delegate from a cell goes 
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to a section meeting and a delegate from another cell goes to the 
same section meeting. 

I might also say that right within the cell sometimes it is very 
difficult to find out who the members are who have couriers paying 
their dues. It is likewise sometimes very difficult to find out, after 
you join a cell, those members who have dropped out of that cell to 
hide their identity. 

So it is very difficult to have a complete membership list, with the 
number of members and so forth of any particular cell. 

Mr. Jouansen. Mr. Chairman, before the counsel proceeds, I should 
like to go back to the first statement the witness made regarding the 
organizational setup. 

Would he repeat for the record, the top, the very top level organiza- 
tion? Willhe identify that again ? 

Mr. Prussion. The very top level organization of the Communist 
Party of the United States is the Communist International which at 
many times, under certain circumstances, changes its name to deceit- 
fully hide its intent. 

Mr. Arens. What is the constituent makeup of that? What is the 
relationship between that and any foreign power or government ? 

Mr. Prusston. The Chamunaintieienemae) consists of a delegated 
body of representatives of the Communist Parties of the various 
countries throughout the world. It is the Communist Party of the 
Soviet Union which always, with no exception, sets down the strategy 
to be used by the Communist Parties throughout the world. 

Mr. Arens. And when Khrushchev set foot on American soil in his 
recent visit, he came here not only as head of the Soviet Government; 
he came here as head of the international Communist apparatus and 
every comrade in the world knew it; is that correct? 

Mr. Prussion. That is correct, but I would have to enlarge on that. 
Possibly I can do it later on. 

Mr. Tomiie Let me ask one or two further questions. 

We had testimony yesterday by a former member of the party, 
a very capable witness, with respect to an emotional loyalty to Soviet 
Russia. Is it, or is it not true, that there is not only an emotional 
loyalty, but a very literal organizational loyalty and relationship be- 
tween the members of the Communist Party of the United States of 
America and Soviet Russia as the motherland of the international 
conspiracy 

Mr. Prusston. The American Communist is completely and thor- 
oughly devoted to the Soviet Union. This is the paramount thought 
in his mind in all of his activities. Being a Communist and a Leninist, 
he has dedicated his life to come to the assistance of the Soviet Union, 
if ever need be, just as the Soviet Union is dedicated to come to the 
assistance of the American Communist Party if that is ever needed. 

This is elementary. This is fundamental to every Communist in 
the teaching of Leninism. 

Mr. Jonansen. And isn’t it true that in the mind and according to 
the teachings and disciplines of the American Communists, as illus- 
trated by a statement made by Mr. Herbert Aptheker in an article in 
a Soviet publication last October, that treason, in the language of a 
Communist, means disloyalty to the Soviet Union and to this inter- 
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national conspiracy, and bears no relationship to loyalty or disloyalty 
to the United States and the Constitution / 

Mr. Prusston. This is elementary. 

Mr. Jouansen. Therefore, isn’t it basically true that it is impossible 
for an American citizen to be a member of the Communist tek and 
be loyal to the United States and to the Constitution of the United 
States ? 

Mr. Prusston. I wish to repeat that the Communist Party is not 
a political party. The Communist Party is a conspiracy, loyal and 
devoted to the Soviet Union for the overthrow of our Government 
by force and violence when the prerequisites of the revolution are met. 

This is the principal objective of all the Communists. They live 
and are willing to die and sacrifice their lives for this. ‘The Commu- 
nist Party of the United States, as long as I can remember, has al- 
ways insisted that it is an American political party, and this, of course, 
is deceit. 

It always insists that it best owe the principles of Thomas 
Jefferson, John Paine, Abraham Lincoln, and a Washington, 
and these are some of the deceitful methods that the Communists 
have always used and are especially now using to hoodwink, befuddle, 
and deceive the American public. 

Mr. JoHansEn. I want to thank the witness. 

With the indulgence of the chairman, I should like to observe that 
if there is one single college student in this room or who has been 
listening to these hearings who, as a result of these hearings, has 
some growing awareness that in playing with communism they are 
flirting and consorting with treason, I Sdliovs that the hearing will 
have been amply justified. 

Mr. Arens. Since we are still on preliminaries, I would like to ask 
one other question. I will promise you that I will try not to ask a 
question that will get us off the theme of the chronology of your 
service here. 

What makes a Communist? Why do people, some of whom are 
brilliant, why do they become Communists? I have been in this work 
some number of years now. Some of the smartest people I have ever 
seen are Communists, brilliant minds, and I mean that literally. 

Mr. Prussion. Usually a person of that type will join a Communist 
Party, and this is rather rare, when they don’t really realize what the 
objectives of the Communist Party are, how they operate, what the 
—_ workings of the party are, the ruthlessness of ae party, and so 

orth. 

A person many times, of that type, might find that he is not socially 
located properly. A person of that type many times will look for 
recognition. He will get recognition by working with the Communists. 
He looks for response and he will get that by working with the 
Communists. He will get respect and] he will be a leader. 

I honestly believe that many people of the type that you describe 
will join the Communist Party to gain the respect, the leadership 
within the Communist conspiracy, since they cannot get it within our 
free enterprise system. This is my answer to your question. 

Mr. Arens. So this record will reflect what we are trying to do, I 
would like to suggest this as a pattern of presentation, Mr. Prussion 
namely, that you proceed in a deensbogind order, unit by unit, and I 
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You start with the first unit to which you were attached, tell us 
the unit; then tell us what you did in the unit and what the unit did, 
and then, third, who else, to your certainty, was in the unit. 

Have you got the three points? 

Mr. Prusston. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. All i e sir, with the understanding that you are 
going to do that, would you kindly tell us about the first unit to which 

ou were attached in the Communist operation when you penetrated 
it as an FBI undercover agent in 1947. 

Mr. Prusston. In 1947 I was not associated with a unit. In 1947 
I was making every effort to become associated with a unit. It wasn’t 
until 1949 that I actually was formally transferred from the city of 
Detroit to California as a Communist Party member. 

I was asked to join the Los Altos-Mountain View cell of the Com- 
munist Party by a man by the name of Joe Houseman who, at that 
time, was the business agent for the United Electrical Workers Union 
at Westinghouse and General Electric and many of the other small 
electrical plants in the area. 

Mr. Arens. Let me make this admonition again. Do not give the 
name of a single person unless you are to a certainty prepared to 
testify, and do testify, that that person was known by you to be a 
member of the Communist Party. 

Do you understand ? 

Mr. Prusston. I understand. 

Mr. Arens. All right, sir. Proceed with the pattern we have just 
a on and tell us of your activities, the unit, what you did, and 
who else was in it. 

Mr. Prusston. The first unit meeting that I attended—it is pretty 
hard to remember because there have been so many shifts from one 
unit to another and combining of two units into one, and so forth. 

But all of these people that I will talk about are members of either 
one unit or another. But to my best recollection, the first unit meet- 
"e. went to consisted of members like Walter Harju—— 

r. Arens. If you have difficulty on a name, if it isn’t a clear name, 
be sure, Mr. Prussion, and spell it so that the reporter has it accurately 
in the record. 

Mr. Prusston. H-a-r-j-u. He was a carpenter. Estelle King and 
William King. Mr. King, I believe, is an electronic engineer. El- 
liott Wilson, who is a stamp collector and has just recently received a 
degree at the University of Stanford and is trying to get fis teacher’s 
certificate, and his wife, Mary Wilson. 

Then there is Doris Dawson, who is a housewife. I think way back 
in those days these are about the first names that I recollect. There 
have been, I might say, as many members who have dropped out of 
the Communist Party in the area to hide their identity as there were 
remaining party members in the cells. 

Mr. Arens. When you say “dropped out of the party,” do you mean 
a technical resignation or withdrawal in order to avoid the impact of 
security laws or identifications ? 

Mr. Prusston. It was to avoid me i of security laws. It was to 
hide their identity in the work that they were doing. 


Mr. Arens. That comes back to one of the preliminary questions we 
asked, namely, are there Communists who have disassociated them- 
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selves from this formal entity, but still remain for all intents and 
purposes part and parcel of the conspiracy ? 

Mr. Prussion. That is correct. 

Mr. Arens. All right sir. You have told us the first unit to which 
you were attached. You have told us also who was in the unit with 
you. Now tell us what did that unit do’ 

Mr. Presston. Well, at that particular time the major work of the 
Communist Party was to—it was of a political nature within the ranks 
of the Independent Progressive Party. They were running a candi- 
date in that area by the name of Betsy Fisher, and in doing this work 
they tried to gain the support of various other organizations that the 
Communist Party members had infiltrated. 

They participated in the organization of meetings for this candidate. 
They raised money for the candidate. They circulated petitions. 
This was the general nature of my first activities in the area. 

It was also at this particular time that there was an organization in 
the area called the Council for Civic Unity which is, I believe, a 
spendid organization because it believes in the principles of our Ameri- 
can way of life. 

They believe that man should, regardless of his race, color or creed, 
should have all the privileges through law. The Communist Party 
decided to infiltrate that organization. All members of the cell joined 
the Council for Civic Unity, and it was the job of Communist 
Party members to control the thinking and the activities of the 
Council for Civic Unity. 

They are in that position, I believe, today, and this accounts pos- 
sibly for the many resolutions and many positions that this organiza- 
tion takes which are identical to the position of the Communist Party. 

This is the method of infiltration that the Communists use to get 
support from organizations to put across the program that they want. 
Unfortunately, there are many organizations of this type, and this 
type of an organization should not be confused with a Communist- 
front organization, which is actually set up by the Communist Party 
in order to do their revolutionary work. 

Another part of my activity while I was in that cell was, I was a 
member of the Trade Union or Industrial Commission of the Santa 
Clara Valley Communist Party, and it consisted of a delegated body 
of men from plants throughout the area, Permanente, Westinghouse, 
General Electric, Food Machinery, and San Jose Steel. These are the 
plants that I can recall. 

There, too, of course, it was the job of this industrial commission to 
carry out the directives, national and district-wise, in the activities in 
different trade unions that these delegates were active in. 

I don’t know, I never did know, the membership of the cells in the 
different plants. I only got to know the delegates from these plants. 

Mr. Arens. Does that complete the first unit to which you were 
attached ¢ 

Mr. Prusston. Well, of course, this unit was involved in various 
other activities. 

Mr. Arens. Give usa word about that, please, sir. 

Mr. Prusston. One of the activities, for example, was the Smith 
Act agitation. They had the Hollywood Ten, so-called, and they 
carried out fund-raising campaigns, meetings, petitions, circulars, in 
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an effort to get the Supreme Court to rule in their favor on the Smith 
Act. This is the general type of activities that they were engaged in. 

Mr. Arens. May I interpose a question at this time? 

In the functional operation of the conspiracy, is a comrade under 
discipline as to the particular part he is to play in the overall con- 
spiratorial operation? In other words, is a member of a cell, let us 
say here in San Francisco, permitted by the conspiracy to engage 
in espionage, an operation which we all know, those of us in this work, 
is headquartered out of the consulates and embassies? 

Mr. Prusston. Well, we had one experience along that line. Buta 
Communist who is actively engaged in espionage or sabotage does not, 
unless he makes a mistake and brings the information or reveals the 
type of work he is doing to his cell. 

He, of course, is in contact with the proper people within the Com- 
munist Party who could take that information to the proper authori- 
ties. 

Mr. Arens. Have you had a particular experience in which you 
have seen a crossover of the wires in which the espionage functions 
were mixed or revealed to the comrades in an ordinary cell operation 
of, say, political warfare? 

Mr. Prusston. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Could you reveal it to us? 

Mr. Prusston. Well, in the cell in which I worked—this was during 
the Smith Act and the Internal Security Act debate, when the party 
was underground, one member of the cell, in reporting what he was 
doing during that period to justify his being a good Communist, re- 
ported that since he was a ball-bearing salesman, he had access to most 
of the missile plants in the area and knew the firing schedules of 
missiles generally. 

He knew the problems that we had with missiles. And he knew 
the location of missile fields, et cetera. This particular Communist 
told this to our cell and I think he may have been reprimanded be- 
cause he had no business telling it to us. This is one example. 

Mr. Arens. Then is it true that there is a functional departmental- 
ization within the conspiracy ? 

Mr. Prusston. Yes; there is. 

Mr. Arens. Have you completed the presentation of the factual 
material on your first cell ? 

Mr. Witxis. Let me suggest at this point, since he has substantially 
done that, that the reporter might wish a little recess. 

We will take a 5-minute recess. 

(Members of the subcommittee present at the taking of the recess: 
Representatives Willis and Johansen.) 

(Members of the subcommittee present at the expiration of the 
recess: Representatives Willis and Johansen.) 

Mr. Writs. The subcommittee will please come to order, 

There is some high feeling prevailing outside. I again want to 
thank the people inside for their restraint. I think it would be wise to 
take this attitude, everyone here, that all of you do not have to agree 
to anything one particular witness says, and all of you do not have to 
agree with what another might have to say. 

But I think these hearings are instructive, and it is the essence of 
our way of doing business in this country. You have a right to dis- 
agree, but disagree without being too disagreeable about it. 
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I hope that the fine order being maintained will persist. If not, we 
will have to take measures, but let us not talk about this. 

Mr. Arens. We would like to resume with the witness who was on 
the stand, Mr. Chairman, if you please. 

Mr. Prussion, would you kindly resume the witness chair? 

At the point at which we went into recess, Mr. Prussion, you were 
discussing the activities of the first unit to which you were attached 
when you went into the Communist Party in California at the behest 
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation in order to serve your 
Government. 

You had described some of the activities of this, I believe it is 
called, the Los Altos—— 

Pens Prusston. Los Altos-Mountain View cell of the Communist 
arty. 

Mr. Arens. The Los Altos-Mountain View unit of the Communist 
Party, and you have identified certain persons who, to your certain 
knowledge, were members of that unit. 

Now, Mr. Prussion, in our informal conversation during the recess 
you made it clear to me that there was one individual about whom 

you wanted to set the record clear, who was not known by you to 
o a Communist, although supported in a political activity by the 
Communists. 

You were fearful the record might not be absolutely fair and impar- 
tial with respect to that individual. So I would suggest before we 
proceed further in your testimony that you clarify the record on that 
item. 

Mr. Prussion. Yes. I have reference to Betsy Fisher, who ran for 
an office on the Independent Progressive Party ticket, and the entire 
campaign, from its inception, was organized, directed and concluded 
by decisions made by the Communist Party units in that congres- 
sional district. 

Mrs. Betsy Fisher was the candidate, but I had never seen her 
attend a cell of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Arens. You had mentioned her name in connection with an 
activity and you were fearful that the mentioning of her name might 
be misconstrued. 

Mr. Prusston. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. You at no time in your testimony suggested that she 
was directly a Communist; is that correct ? 

Mr. Prusston. Betsy Fisher, however, carried out the decisions of 
the Communist Party insofar as the campaign was concerned. How- 
ever, she may not have had knowledge of it at all. She may have 
been a victim of Communist deceit. 

Mr. Arens. May I just, therefore, ask you is there any other sig- 
nificant item of Exlomation with reference to the Los Altos-Mountain 
View unit to which you were attached that you would like to present 
at this time before we proceed into the next unit ? 

Mr. Prussion. This particular unit existed, as I stated, during the 
Smith Act trials, and during the security measures taken by our Gov- 
ernment during that period, and as a result of that we had many mem- 
bers conveniently drop out of the Communist Party in that cell, to 
the extent that of approximately 40 members of the Palo Alto cell 
and the Los Altos-Mountain View cell, it had dropped to 20 with the 
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two cells combined, showing less than one-half of the former total 
membership. 

Mr. Arens. Was that a legitimate drop or ascreened drop ? 

Mr. Prusston. This was a screened drop. 

Mr. Arens. In other words, they stayed in the conspiratorial Com- 
munist Party, but gave up their technical membership; is that correct ? 

Mr. Prusston. It was so stated when these people dropped out. 
They stated their reasons for this. 

Mr. Arens. I want to confine the testimony at the moment to the 
Los Altos group—have you any illustrations in mind where people 
resigned technical membership or were even technically expelled from 
the entity known as the Communist Party in order to accomplish a 
Communist objective, but maintained themselves to all intents and 
under Communist discipline ? 

r. Prossion. William King resigned from that cell of the Com- 
munist Party, because, I believe, he was an electronic engineer workin 
either at Sylvania or one of the local plants in the area. I don’t recal 
which plant. It was prerens for this reason that he was dropped 
out of the Communist Party, so he could continue his work and retain 
contact on the nape level. 

Mr. Arens. Do you have any notations of any minutes of a cell 
meeting in which it is revealed that the party is making a technical 
expulsion of an individual from the Communist Party so that indi- 
vidual could obtain a teaching certificate and not be subject to the 
pains and penalties of a perjury action, but maintain himself in the 
operation ? 

Mr. Prusston. Yes; I havesuch evidence. 

Mr. Arens. Do you have it with you now? 

Mr. Prussion. It is here somewhere. 

Well, I can tell you exactly what transpired and I can find the 
documentary evidence a little later. Here it is. 

Arens. What is that document you presently have in your 
an 

Mr. Prussion. Well, this document is a description of a typical 
meeting of a Communist cell held in Palo Alto at a time when the 
Communist Party was at its low ebb because of the Smith Act prose- 
cutions and the security measures taken by our Government. It was 
in this particular meeting that Mary Wilson made a motion to drop 
Elliott Wilson from the party since he is getting his doctor’s degree 
at Stanford and is applying for a job with the State for teaching and 
a to be able to swear that he is not a member of the Communist 

arty. 

The motion was carried and Mr. Wilson was expelled, so-called, 
from the party. 

Mr. Arens. Were you present at that meeting? 

Mr. Prusston. Yes; I was. 

Mr. Arens. Was that process evolved for the sole and exclusive 
purpose of enabling him as a comrade to maintain himself in the 
operation without being under the impact of the law of this State 
precluding Communists from certain activities? 

Mr. Prusston. That was the purpose of the resignation and expul- 
sion. I don’t believe Mr. Wilson has obtained a job as a teacher, 
but his activities in the area are in line 100 percent with the program 
and directives of the Communist Party. 
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Mr. Arens. Mr. Prussion, have we concluded the essence of the 
factual material which you can present to this committee with refer- 
ence to this first unit before we proceed to the next one? 

Mr. Prussion. Well, the evidence that I have on the first unit is 
a multitude of evidence and it is hard to recall all of the activities 
which revolved around—— 

Mr. Arens. I expect to come back to specific activities respectin 
the overall operation, such as political infiltration and the like, whic 
would cross both cells. 

When did you leave this first cell ? 

Mr. Prussion. It was about in 1956. 

Mr. Arens. Then in 1956 were you attached to another cell ? 

Mr. Prusston. In 1956 I was attached to the Palo Alto cell of the 
Communist Party. 

Mr. Arens. First of all, tell us where the Palo Alto cell func- 
tioned; tell us what it did, and who, to your certain knowledge, 
were members of the Communist Party attached to the Palo Alto cell. 

Mr. Prusston. The Palo Alto cell met in the homes of different 
members of the cell. At times it was held at the home of Mary Field, 
other times at the home of Gertrude Adler, Doris Dawson, Mary Wil- 
son, Michael Shapovalov. 

Mr. Arens. Were all these persons to your certain knowledge mem- 
bers of the Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Prusston. I might at this time name the people who were 
members of this cell so that we can 

Mr. Arens. Is each and every one of these persons, to your certain 
knowledge, a member of the Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Prusston. That is correct. 

Mr. Arens. All right, sir. Now proceed with your names, if you 
please, Mr. Prussion, and give us, if you will do so, the spelling of 
those that are difficult names, and a word of description. 

Mr. Prusston. The following members of the Palo Alto cell, which 
was a combination of the former Los Altos-Mountain View cell and 
the Palo Alto cell were: Estelle King, William King, Walter Harju, 
Elliott Wilson, Mary Wilson, Doris Dawson, Gertrude Adler, Isaac 
Folkoff, Michael Shapovalov, Esther Shapovalov. I believe that is 
correct. 

Mr. Arens. Were they husband and wife, or are they ? 

Mr. Prusston. Yes. Ed Ross, Belle Ross, Sara Alchermes, Ed 
Schneider, Elizabeth Nicholas, Gelsomine Becks, Ed Becks, Myra 
White, Alvin White, Isobel Cerney, and her husband, Mr. Cerney— 
I don’t recall his first name; Mary Field, Holland Roberts, and 
Harvey Richards. 

Mr. Arens. How long were you attached to this particular cell ? 

Mr. Prusston. I was attached to this cell for approximately—from 
1956 until 1959. 

Mr. Arens. Now, Mr. Prussion, tell us about the activities of the 
comrades, and let us take up first of all the subject of political warfare 
or political infiltration. 

Mr. Prusston. At the conclusion of the presidential campeian in 
which Vincent Hallinan was defeated for president on the Inde- 


pendent Progressive Party ticket, directives were received by all Com- 
munists to drop the Independent Progressive Party and to let it shift 
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for itself, and in so doing the Independent Progressive Party was al- 
lowed to disintegrate. 

The directors also stated that all members of the Communist Party 
should infiltrate and become active in the election campaign of the 
Democratic Party. At that particular time the Right to Work Act 
was a major issue upon which the Communists latched, and the major 
motivation they had in this campaign was to defeat Senator Know- 
land and the Right to Work Act. 

They worked diligently in the precincts as Democrats, went from 
house to house, in their efforts to defeat Knowland and to assure a 
Democratic victory. They also, of course, utilized the right-to-work 
issue, Which they opposed, in their campaign efforts, 

Mr. AReEns. 7 wale like to interrupt here to request you to make 
a point, Mr. Prussion, which we are confronted with. Did the Com- 
munist Party and the comrades who were under Communist Party 
discipline, have any sincere interest in this campaign other than to 
obtain a particular objective in a specific issue for the party ? 

Mr. Prusston. There was no sincerity and there never 1s any sin- 
cerity on the part of a Communist in fighting for an act which is 
socially beneficial. They utilize such activity in order to, what they 
call, raise the class-conscious spirit of the working class, to intensify 
the class struggle, to gain leadership and to be able to hasten the day 
when the prerequisites of the revolution are met. 

Mr. Arens. In other words, irrespective of the merits or demerits 
of the right-to-work legislation, irrespective of that, on which honest 

atriotic, reasonable people could differ, the Communists penetrated 
in a political process for the purpose of benefiting the Communist 
operation itself ; is that correct ? 

Mr. Prussion. That is correct. That was their motivation. 

The Communist Party at that time fell upon a great political oppor- 
tunity and they began to infiltrate the California Democratic ¢ ubs 
in the area, 

There is indication that there has been similar infiltration 
throughout the State of California. The South Palo Alto, California, 
Democratic Club and the Stanford, California, Democratic Club were 
infiltrated by such people as Ed Ross, and this work was his principal 
assignment. 

Elliott Wilson was active in these, and some other individuals were 
active Communists, but I would have to modify my statements as 
to some other individuals because although they were Communists they 
did not have direct cell activity. They did not attend cell meetings— 
such people as Peter Szego. 

Mr. Arens. Spell it, please. 

Mr. Prusston. S-z-e-g-o; and Allan Isaksen, I-s-a-k-s-e-n. Allan 
Isaksen ran for election in the 28th Assembly District on the 
Democratic ticket. Allan Isaksen, who was a Communist at the time. 
sought and received the complete approval of the District Political 
Committee of the Communist Party before he filed to run on the 
Democratic Party ticket. 

The name of Allan Isaksen was first proposed to the section by 
Elizabeth Nicholas, who at that time was a section organizer, and 
throughout the entire campaign, if the records are unearthed through 
the press, you will find that Communists and Allan Isaksen carried 
on a continuous campaign of denying the fact that he was a Com- 
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munist, and denying the fact that the Communists had anything to 
do with his campaign. 

Mr. Arens. Do you here and now, while you are under oath, testify, 
under the pains and penalties of perjury, that to your certain know]- 
edge Allan Isaksen was a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Prusston. Allan Isaksen, to my best knowledge, has never been 
seen paying dues in the Communist cell. He has, however, in my 
presence, attended a Communist cell meeting in Palo Alto. 

Mr. Arens. Was that a cell meeting to which only Communists were 
admitted ? 

Mr. Prussion. That is correct. 

Mr. Arens. That is what we described a little while ago as a closed 
party cell meeting: is that correct? 

Mr. Prusston. That is correct. 

And at a future date, Allan Isaksen met with Albert Bob Lindsay, 
myself, Elizabeth Nicholas and Elliott Wilson to discuss his filing for 
candidate. Bob Lindsay is an avowed Communist of great activity. 
Elizabeth Nicholas is section organizer. 

It was agreed that we would go to the district, to a representative 
of the district office of the Communist Party, Oleta Yates, that 
evening, and get her necessary approval for Allan Isaksen to run on 
the Democratic ticket. 

Mr. Arens. Let the record be clear on a point, please. 

Did these various Communists whom you have identified and who, 
according to your testimony, were under instructions to penetrate in 
political activity, reveal to their associates in any of the legitimate 
political parties that they were under instructions to do so as members 
of this conspiratorial force known as the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Prusston. No, they did not. This would not be proper Com- 
munist tactics. Oleta Yates, whom we saw about 11:30 in the evening, 
referred the subject of Allan Isaksen to a section committee meeting 
which was being held that Sunday in the city of Palo Alto in the home 
of Mary Field, and the final decision as to Allan Isaksen’s running 
would be made there at that time. 

It was so made and Allan Isaksen filed to run for office at the dead- 
line, and a campaign of lie and deceit. was carried out, almost sueccess- 
fully, in his campaign against Bradley in that particular district. 

Now I would like to say something about the California Democratic 
Council * and its local affiliates. We all, of course, have a great respect 
for the Democratic Party and the Republican Party, or any political 
party that believes in our orderly procedure, parliamentary procedure, 
of carrying out our political work. My discussion of the California 
Democratic Council is in no way meant to harm the Democratic Party, 
but only to inform it that these people do constitute a menace within 
the organization. 

I recall back in 1956 at the Fresno Convention of the California 
Democratic Council there were approximately five Communists from 

1The California Democratic Council, a statewide organization of about 40,000 members, 


is not officially a part of the Democratic Party. Its member is composed of individual 
Democratic Party officeholders and nominees and certain official party units (County 


Central Committees and local clubs) which have affiliated with it. It holds an annual 

convention, endorses candidates in primary elections, and makes platform and policy 

recommendations. Its members actively promote its position on issues and candidates on 

all Democratic Party levels and, in this way, the Council exerts great influence on the State 

seca Party even though it represents only a small minority of the Democrats in 
alifornia. 
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the area who went to the Fresno Convention. At that particular 
convention, the speakers— 

Mr. Arens. Who were these five Communists? Do you recall? 

Mr. Prussion. Well, there was Allan Isaksen, Peter Szego, whom we 
will dwell on later, Elliott Wilson, Ed Ross—I just don’t recall, but I 
recall there were five or six who went to that convention. 

Mr. Arens. Did they go under Communist discipline ? 

Mr. Prusston. They were Communists and, therefore, under Com- 
munist discipline. There was a certain motivation in going to that 
convention. 

Mr. Arens. You are not, of course, suggesting that there was an 
conscious connection, any conscious softness on the part of any legiti- 
mate candidate ¢ 

Mr. Prusston. No; I donot. 

Mr. Arens. You are only suggesting a penetration or an attempted 
penetration by comrades in a legitimate political party ¢ 

Mr. Prussion. That is right. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Prussion, I do not want this record to reflect any 
suggestion by yourself, and I am not in any sense impugning your 
motives, any suggestion or possible implication from your testimony 
that either of the two political parties, or the principal candidates of 
those two political parties, were knowingly, consciously, under Com- 
munist discipline or that there was any conscious kowtow by either of 
the two great political parties or of their candidates toward Com- 
munist influences. That is correct, is it not ? 

Mr. Prusston. That, of course, is true. I am trying to give you a 
little example of how the Communist Party will use mass pressure 
tactics in order to influence the decision of a convention of that sort. 

Mr. Arens. Did the Communist Party in its attendance, or in the 
attendance of the comrades that you identified in this convention, 
make evident the fact that they, as individuals, were not bona fide 
members of either of the two great political parties, but they were in 
truth and in fact Communists ¢ 

Mr. Prusston. They did not. That was not known at the conven- 
tion. However, after this convention, Ed Ross reported to a section 
meeting that they had attained their end at that convention, and that 
he felt that there was enough influence there to help pressure Steven- 
son into changing his position. 

Mr. Arens. Do you have information respecting the creation or 
attempted creation by the Communists on great political issues, of 
a groups at the grassroots for the purpose of trying to get 
etters sent to Washington or to State capitals for the attainment of 
Communist objectives 4 

Mr. Prusston. That is day-to-day routine activity of the Com- 
munist Party, such as sending telegrams, writing letters, principall 
trying to get resolutions passed in the different organizations of ik 
they are members, in an effort to put forth the program that they 
would like to see legislated in the United States. This is ordinary 


and very usual, and part of the routine. 

Mr. Arens. In that process, I guess it is almost absurd for me to 
ask you, but do they make it evident that they are members of the 
Communist Party ? 

Mr. Prusston. No; they do not. 


9052 COMMUNIST PARTY—NORTHERN CALIFORNIA DISTRICT 


Mr. Arens. Do you have information respecting the attempts of 
Communists to influence the course of government by testifying at 
congressional sessions 4 

Mr. Prussion. I have no knowledge, personal knowledge, of any 
such testimony in congressional hearings. 

Mr. Arens. How do the Communists obtain the successes which 
they have in the infiltration of non-Communist organizations or at 
least organizations that were initially non-Communist organizations 

By what process can a few Communists infiltrate a legitimate non- 
Communist organization and bring pressure to bear or bring the 
influence of the conspiracy to bear# What are the techniques? 

Mr. Prussion. The Communists, in their infiltration work in any 
organization, although few in numbers, plan their meetings before- 
hand, they prepare questions, discussions, answers, and in that man- 
ner they are able to control a group that has not had similar prepara- 
tion. 

This is the general method through which the Communists are able 
to control many organizations that, of course, are not Communist 
organizations. 

Mr. Arens. Now we would like to explore with you Communist 
semantics. 

Do the Communists, in truth and in fact, want peace as we of the 
free world interpret that term, that word “peace” ? 

Mr. Prussion. In answer to that question, Mr. Chairman, I would 
like to quote what the official Communist Party position is as taken 
from Lenin, of whom all Communists are disciples. 

I quote—and we must recall] that Nikita Khrushchev recently stated 
that he will not forsake Leninism until shrimps learn to whistle, 
and this is the attitude of all Communists today—— 

Mr. Arens. What are these teachings of Marx and Lenin from 
which Khrushchev says he will not deviate until shrimps learn to 
whistle 

Mr. Prusston. I would like to quote Lenin, taken from his Collected 

Works, vol. XVI, p. 102—— 
* * * the existence of the Soviet Republic side by side with imperialist states 
for a long time is unthinkable. One or the other must triumph in the end. And 
before that end supervenes, a series of frightful collisions between the Soviet 
Republic and the bourgeois states will be inevitable. 

I would also like to quote Lenin from Collected Works, vol. XVII, 
p. 898—— 


As long as capitalism and socialism exist, we cannot live in peace: in the end, 
one or the other will triumph—a funeral dirge will be sung either over the 
Soviet Republic or over world capitalism. This is a respite in war. 

Then I would also like at this time to quote—and this is a significant 
quotation—it was made by Dimitri Z. Manuilsky, who represented 
the Soviet Union in the United Nations in 1948, and at that particular 
time he was head of the Security Council of the United Nations. This 
is what he taught at the Lenin School of Political Warfare in Moscow 
some years earlier. This is the school, incidentally, from which many 


American Communists have received diplomas. 


War to the hilt between communism and capitalism is inevitable. Today, of 
course, we are not strong enough to attack. * * * To win, we shall need the 
element of surprise. The bourgeoisie will have to be put to sleep. So we shall 


begin by launching the most spectacular peace movement on record. There will 
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be electrifying overtures and unheard-of concessions. The capitalist countries, 
stupid and decadent, will rejoice to cooperate in their own destruction. They 
will leap at another chance to be friends. As soon as their guard is down, we 
shall smash them with our clenched fist. 


Mr. Arens. Mr. Prussion, do you have an illustration or two of a 
peace front created by the Communists or controlled by the Com- 
munists ? 

Mr. Prusston. Yes. Probably the most vicious and the most con- 
spiratorial, the most fraudulent piece of work done by the Communist 
Party in Palo Alto was done through the Palo Alto Peace Club. 

The Palo Alto Peace Club, in its entirety, was set up by the Com- 
munist Party. I believe it was in 1948, at the direction of Joseph 
Stalin and the Communist International that a World Peace Congress 
was set up in Poland, and the call went out to Communists 
throughout the world to set up peace clubs and circulate the Stockholm 
Peace Petition. 

Mr. Arens. Let me interrupt you just to ask this question so you 
can clarify it for this record as we go along. Mr. and Mrs. America, 
like Mr, and Mrs, Citizen any place in the world, are and ought to be 
for peace, as we understand that term, namely, a cessation of hostil- 
ities, of tranquility and the like. 

“What in the world,” Mr. and Mrs. America might well ask, “is 
wrong with the Communists or anybody setting up an organization 
which, on the surface at least, is dedicated to the attainment of that 
objective?” 

Mr. Prusston. To the Communist Party and to communism gen- 
erally, peace means complete Communist triumph. All of the acts 
of aggression, imperialist aggression by the Soviet Union, have always 
been preceded by a campaign for peace, such as unprovoked invasion 
of Latvia, Lithuania and Estonia, in which hundreds of thousands 
were sent to concentration camps and thousands killed who showed 
any resistance. 

his the Communists said they did for peace, because the “capitalist 
warmongers were trying to encircle the Soviet Union.” When the 
North Koreans launched an attack against the South Koreans, using 
Soviet guns and tanks, this, too, the Communists called an act of peace. 

I might say that just prior to the invasion of South Korea by the 
North Korean Reds, the Communist Party throughout the world and 
in Palo Alto were circulating the Stockholm Peace Petition. 

Mr. Arens. What is their objective? Surely we might well ask, 
reasonably, what is wrong with having an organization dedicated to 
peace, or at least ostensibly dedicated to peace? 

Mr. Prusston. The Communist Party, as I tried to explain, uses 
peace as a means of disarming, pacifying and placating the citizenry 
of a nation. During the Korean war, for example, the Communist 
Party was highly instrumental through such organizations as the 
Palo Alto Peace Club, in demoralizing the people at home as well as 
demoralizing our troops on the front lines. 

Mr. Wiis. Will you go into the specifics of the Palo Alto Club 
and its organization. We would like to be informed on it. 

Mr. Prusston. I was coming to that. 

After the World Peace Congress was established by the Communist 
International and the Stockholm Peace Petition was circulated, the 
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Palo Alto Peace Club was formed. The membership of the Palo Alto 
Peace Club has been overwhelmingly Communist. 

At one particular time when they had about 64 members, from 40 
to 45 members were members of the Communist Party. At all times 
the executive board of the Palo Alto Peace Club had a majority of 
Communists on that board. Those who were not members of the 
Communist Party carried out the party line regardless. 

The Palo Alto Peace Club put out a newspaper called the Flash- 
light in the area, and it received a very broad circulation. The 
Flashlight, the official organ of the Peace Club, was the megaphone of 
the voice from the Kremlin. Through all the issues that they have 
put out, and there have been scores of issues—I think they are still 
publishing their paper—they have never deviated from the line of 
the Communist International. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Prussion, during the course of your experience as 
an undercover agent in the Communist Party, did you know as a Com- 
munist a person by the name of Doris Dawson ? 

Mr. Prusston. Yes. Doris Dawson was an active member of first, 
the Los Altos-Mountain View cell of the Communist Party, and then 
the Palo Alto cell of the Communist Party. She is a housewife, active 
in the National Association For the Advancement of Colored People, 
the Palo Alto Peace Club, the Parent Teachers Association, and pos- 
sibly a few more that I have lost track of. 

Mr. Arens. Are her activities in this respect at the direction of the 
Communist Party in order to attempt to bring Communist Party 
influence into these various organizations? 

Mr. Prusston. That is correct. 

Mr. Arens. Did you, during the course of your experience in the 
Communist Party as an undercover agent for the FBI, know as a 
Communist a person by the name of Morris Graham ? 

Mr. Prussion. Yes. Morris Graham, during the latter part of my 
membership, was section organizer. 

Mr. Arens. During the course of your experience as an undercover 
agent in the party, did you know as a Communist a person by the 
name of Don Clark? 

Mr. Prusston. Yes. Don Clark worked as a distributor and pro- 
moter for the People’s World and other so-called educational material 
that the Communist Party put out. 

Mr. Arens. Have you served in closed party sessions with him? 

Mr. Prussion. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Did you know as a Communist in like manner a person 
by the name of Elizabeth Nicholas? 

Mr. Prusston. Yes. Elizabeth Nicholas is an active Communist 
who does a considerable amount of courier work, inner party courier 
work, and I believe that during the latter part of the Smith Act trials 
Elizabeth Nicholas went underground and she wasn’t seen for two or 
three years. She later showed up at cell meetings. 

Mr. Arens. Did you, in the course of your experience in the Com- 
munist Party, at the behest of the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
know as a member of the Communist Party a person by the name of 
Ed Ross ? 

Mr. Prussion. Yes. Ed Ross was a member of the Communist 
Party cell in Palo Alto, a ball-bearing salesman. He is very active 
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and had been active in the California Democratic Clubs in the Penin- 
sula area. He is the gentleman that I referred to when I was talking 
about knowledge on missiles and that sort of information. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, in view of the fact that we are presently 
running considerably behind our anticipated schedule of witnesses 
here, and the fact that we have in good faith made commitments to 
some people, or at least their counsel, to be heard at various times, I 
would like, if it meets with the pleasure of the chairman, for Mr. Prus- 
sion to be temporarily excused from further testimony today so that 
we may get on with other witnesses, with the end in view of a resump- 
tion of his testimony on certain items tomorrow, if that meets with 
the pleasure of the chairman. 

r. Wiuuts. ‘That procedure will be followed. 

Mr. Prussion. Thank you. 

Mr. Wixuts. Call your next witness. 

Mr. Arens. Edward Ross, please come forward. 

Mr. Stewart. Mr. Lewis, Mr. Ross’ attorney, advised me that he was 
informed Mr. Ross would not be called today. He talked to Repre- 
sentative Willis about that. 

Mr. Arens. You are absolutely right. I apologize for that. He 
will be called tomorrow. 

Let me call a couple more names. 

The gentleman who just addressed the committee, would you come 
back please for a moment ¢ 

Elizabeth Nicholas, is she likewise represented by the same counsel ? 

Mr. Srewart. I do not know. 

Mr. Wixuts. Thank you. 

Mr. Arens. Elizabeth Nicholas, please come forward and remain 
standing while the chairman administers an oath. 

Mr. Wixtts. Please raise your right hand. 

You do solemnly swear that the testimony you are about to give 
will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help 
you God ? 

Mrs. Nicnoxas. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF ELIZABETH M. NICHOLAS, ACCOMPANIED BY 
COUNSEL, GEORGE R. ANDERSEN 


Mr. Arens. Kindly identify yourself by name, residence and oc- 
cupation. 
(The witness conferred with her counsel.) 
Mrs. Nicuotas. Elizabeth Nicholas, Sunnyvale. 
Mr. Arens. You are appearing today in response to a subpena which 
was served upon you by this committee ? 
Mrs. Nicnoras. I did. 
Mr. Witu1s. The witness didn’t state her occupation. 
Mr. Arens. I beg your pardon ? 
Mr. Wiiu1s. You asked for the occupation, and she didn’t desig- 
nate it. 
Mr. Arens. Would you kindly tell us your occupation ? 
Mrs. Nicnonas. Well, I can start out that 1 have been a prune 
Lome an apricot cutter, a cannery worker, a dry fruit worker, a 
ouseworker, by the hour, and now [ am an assistant cook. 
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Mr. Arens. Have you had any other principal occupation in the 
course of your career ¢ 

(The witness conferred with her counsel.) 

Mrs. Nicuwouas. Those are the occupations that I have usually 
followed. 

Mr. Arens. Have you been a full-time functionary of the Com- 
munist Party ? 

(The witness conferred with her counsel.) 

Mr. Wixtts. Counsel has not been identified. 

Mr. Arens. All right, sir. 

I will have him identified in just a moment. 

Mrs. Nicnotas. I stand on my grounds of not answering on the 
first and fifth amendments. 

Mr. Arens. You are appearing today in response to a subpena 
which was served upon you by this committee / 

Mrs. NICHOLAS. Pardon! 

Mr. Arens. You are appearing here in response to a subpena which 
was served upon you by this committee ¢ 

Mrs. Nicuonas. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. You are represented by counsel ? 

Mrs. Nicuoras. I am. 

Mr. Arens. Counsel, kindly identify yourself on this record. 

Mr. Anpersen. George R. Andersen. 

Mr. Arens. Ma’am, we would like to display to you now certain 
documents bearing the signature of Elizabeth M. Nicholas. First; 
the photostatic copy of Communist Party proxy for attendance at 
the State Central Committee meeting in Sacramento, 1940 and dated 
September 19, 1940: 


I, Elizabeth M. Nicholas, duly qualified to sit as a member of the State Central 
Committee— 
designates a certain person named herein as your proxy. Second; a 
copy of Communist Party appointment of members of the State 
Central Committee meeting, Sacramento, 1940, signed by Elizabeth 
M. Nicholas on the 18th day of September 1940. 

Kindly look at these two documents which will now be displayed to 
you by Mr. Wheeler and tell this committee whether or not they are 
true and correct reproductions of documents signed by yourself as a 
member of the State Central Committee of the Communist Party 
in 1940. 

(The document was handed to the witness. ) 

(The witness conferred with her counsel. ) 

Mrs. Nicnoras. The same answer. 

(Documents marked “Nicholas Exhibits Nos. 1 and 2, and 
retained in committee files. ) 

Mr. Arens. Ma’am, if you will kindly look to your left, at the gen- 
tleman seated across from you at the table, at the second desk there, 
who was just testifying and took an oath that while he served as an 
undercover operative for the Federal Bureau of Investigation in the 
— Party he knew you to be a member of the Communist 

arty. 

Was he in error in that statement ? 

(The witness conferred with her counsel.) 

Mr. Arens. Or was his statement correct ? 

Mrs. Nicnonas. The same answer. 
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Mr. Arens. Are you now, this instant, a member of the Communist 
Party? 

Mrs. Nicuoias. The same answer. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that will conclude 
the staff interrogation of this witness. 

Mr. The witness is excused. 

Mr. Arens. The next witness, if you please, Mr. Chairman, will be 
Donald H. Clark. 

Please come forward and remain standing while the chairman ad- 
ministers an oath. 

Mr. Writs. Please raise your right hand. 

You do solemnly swear that the testimony you are about to give will 
be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing by the truth, so help you 
God 


Mr. I do. 
TESTIMONY OF DONALD H. CLARK, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 
NORMAN HOWARD 
Mr. Arens. Kindly identify yourself by name, residence, and 
occupation. 


Mr. Criark. My name is Donald H. Clark. My residence is Post 
Office Box 972, San Jose, Calif. My occupation is I am a civil engineer 
by profession. My work includes checking line, grade, and workman- 
ship of streets, sidewalks, and sewers, which includes occasionally 
going a little underground into sanitary sewer lines. 

Mr. Arens. I didn’t get the last you said there. 

Mr. Crark. I would like to request that the lights be turned out. 
Even though I work outdoors in the sunlight often I am not used 
to being in this third-degree atmosphere which these lights engender. 
I understand—— 

Mr. Wru1s. That is enough. 

Turn off the lights. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Clark, you are appearing today in response to a 
—— which was served upon you by this committee? 

r. Yes, sir; Iam. 

Mr. Arens. And you are represented by counsel ? 

Mr. Crark. Yes, sir; I am. 

Mr. Arens. Counsel, will you kindly identify yourself? 

Mr. Howarp. Norman Howard, San Jose, Calif. 

Mr. Arens. Do you know a man by the name of Karl Prussion? 

Mr. Crark. Just a minute, sir. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Crarx. On the grounds of freedom of association, and on the 
— that this question is not pertinent to my—it is not the right of 
this committee meeting here today to ask me these questions, I decline 
to reply. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Prussion testified a few moments ago that while 
he served as an undercover agent in the Communist Party at the behest 
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, he knew you to be a member 
of the Communist Party. 

_ Mr. Prussion is seated over there to your left. Was Mr. Prussion 
in error or was he correct in identifying you as a person who was a 
member of the Communist Party ? 
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Mr. Crark. I think the answer that I am going to give is essentially 
the same answer I gave to the previous question. I don’t believe it 
is the business of this Congress, I don’t believe it is the business of 
this committee meeting today to interrogate me in that manner under 
the constitutional rights that I have granted me as an American 
citizen. 

Mr. Arens. Are you now, this very minute, a member of the Com- 
munist Party? 

Mr. Crarx. I think, sir, that by the replies I have given up to now, 
that you know that I do not intend to cooperate with this committee, 
the composition being as it is. I could go into many statements. 
T do not intend to use this as a public forum of my beliefs. I believe 
this is not the place. My beliefs and my associations are strictly pri- 
vate, my own business, and nobody else’s. 

Mr. Arens. Now, Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that this 
witness be ordered and directed to answer the question. 

Mr. Wiuts. I order you to answer the question. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Ciark. Excuse me for a moment for consultation with my 
counsel, 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Crark. I believe there is a Constitution and I believe it says 
something to the effect of freedom of speech, and also I believe there 
is a point in the Bill of Rights regarding self-incrimination, and I 
stand on those Bills of Rights as an American citizen, as a former 
Army officer, as a citizen of this country, as a registered civil engineer. 

I do not believe you have the right to interrogate me in this manner 
and I stand on my rights as I declared. 

Mr. Arens. Over what period of time were you engaged in the 
service in the military ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Crarx. I served for this country, I demonstrated my loyalty, 
I think, very well, for 414 years, 27 months in the Aleutians, I faced 
willy-wa’s. For your information that is a wind that blows 100 miles 
an hour or more, and I think I can face this committee. I don’t want 
to face this committee. I don’t feel as if I have any place here. I 
would like to stop answering right there. 

Mr. Arens. During your period of service in the military, were 
you likewise at that time under the discipline, as a member, of the 
Communist Party ? 

Mr. Crark. Excuse me, sir. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Crark. I decline to answer that question on the same grounds 
as previously stated. 

Mr. Arens. Were you commissioned in the military or did you serve 
in a non-commissioned capacity ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Crark. I think it is a matter of public record that I was a com- 
missioned officer. 

Mr. Arens. At the time you took an oath as a commissioned officer 
to support and defend the Constitution of the United States against 
all enemies foreign and domestic, were you at that very instant a 
member of the Communist Party ? 
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(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Crarx. I decline on the same grounds as previously stated. 

Mr. Arens. Do you know Karl Prussion ? 

Mr. Crark. I believe you asked me that question already. If your 
memory is sound, I think I gave you an answer before. It shouldn’t 
be necessary to interrogate me again. 

Mr. Arens. I have in my hand a note written in your handwriting: 

Deak KARL: Please accept my apologies for hollering at you today. It was 


incorrect using your name and questioning your judgment. 
Regards, 


Don. 

Kindly look at that note which is now being displayed to you by 
Mr. Wheeler and tell us, while you are under oath, whether or not 
that is the original note sent by you to a member—a person known by 
you to be a member of the Communist Party. 

(The document was handed to the witness. ) 

Mr. Ciark. Excuse me, sir. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Criark. My counsel tells me I am getting too angry; I should 
try to be more calm and collected. 

I refuse to answer on the same grounds that I used previously. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that will conclude 
the staff interrogation of this witness. 

(Document marked “Clark Exhibit No. 1,” and retained in com- 
mittee files.) 

The next witness, if you please, Mr. Chairman, is Morris Graham. 

Please come forward and remain standing while the chairman 
administers an oath. 

Mr. Witu1s. You do solemnly swear that the testimony you are 
about to give will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the 
truth, so help you God ? 

Mr. Grauam. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF MORRIS GRAHAM, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 
GEORGE R. ANDERSEN 


Mr. Arens. Kindly identify yourself by name, residence, and oc- 
cupation. 

r. Granam. Morris Graham, San Jose, California. Iam a welder. 

Would you mind turning off those lights? They bother us. 

Mr. Wits. That will be done. 

Mr. Arens. Would you sit a little closer to the microphone? I only 
got your name and—I didn’t get the latter part of your response, 
although I guess the reporter got it. 

Mr. Granam. My name is Morris Graham, and I live in San Jose, 
California, and I am a welder by trade. 

Mr. Arens. You are appearing today in response to a subpena 
which was served upon you by this committee ? 

Mr. Grauam. Tam. 

Mr, Arens. You are represented by counsel ? 

Mr. Granam. Tam. 

Mr. Arens. Counsel, kindly identify yourself. 

Mr. Anprersen. George R. Andersen. 
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Mr. Arens. Where were you born ! 

(The witness conferred with his counsel. 

Mr. Granam. I was born in Baltimore, Maryland. 

Mr. Arens. Have you ever used any name other than the name 
under which you are appearing today ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Granam. I would like to know the ees of that question. 

Mr. Arens. For the purpose of identification, please answer the 
pewter of whether or not you have ever used any name other than 
the name pursuant to which you are appearing today, Morris Graham. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Granam. Well, in view of the testimony of an informer here 
today, I must decline on my constitutional rights, the first and fifth 
amendments. 

Mr. Arens. When you use the word “informer,” you use it, appar- 
ently, in a derogatory sense. Was Mr. Prussion telling the truth when 
he identified you as a person known to a certainty by him to be a 
member of the Communist Party ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Granam. I decline on the basis of the same previous answer. 

Mr. Arens. How long have you lived in these parts? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Granam. Since 1954. 

Mr. Arens. Where did you live prior to the time you took up resi- 
dence here ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Granam. What period are you referring to? 

Mr. Arens. Prior to the time that you moved to California, where 
did you live? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

084 Grauam. I must decline for the same reasons as previously 
stated. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest this witness now 
be ordered and directed to answer this question, because people can 
live any place in the United States and still be good patriots. 

I respectfully suggest, Mr. Chairman, that the witness now be or- 
dered and directed to answer the question as to where he lived prior 
to the time that he took up residence in California. 

Mr. Granam. Before I answer that question, Mr. Chairman, I resent 
ie much the remarks here by the counsel about being good Americans 
and patriotic and all of that stuff. 

Mr. Wius. Just disregard it, then. 

Mr. Granam. I resent that very much. That is just the opinion—— 

Mr. Arens. The reason for my statement, Mr. Chairman, was in 
order to clarify the record that the question was a proper question 
under the law. 

Mr. Granam. That is an opinion of Mr. Arens about who is patriotic 
and who isn’t. Ihave my own opinions about that. 

Mr. Wius. All right; just answer the question. It is so simple. 
Answer the question as to where you lived prior—— 

Mr. Granam. I decline to answer the question on the same grounds 
as previously stated, my constitutional rights, the first and fifth 
amendments. 
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Mr. Witu1s. You understand I have ordered that you answer? 

Mr. Grauam. I have declined. 

Mr. Arens. Did you live in the State of Arizona immediately prior 
to your taking up residence in California ? 

‘The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

_ GraHam. I must decline to answer that for the same reasons 
stated. 

Mr. Arens. Were you state secretary of the Communist Party of 
Arizona ¢ 

Mr. GraHam. I decline on the same basis. 

Mr. Arens. Would you kindly look at this article from the Daily 
People’s World of February 21, 1942? 

“Morris Graham Certified for Phoenix Council Race. Morris Gra- 
ham, Arizona state secretary of the Communist Party, has been certi- 
fied by the Phoenix city council as a candidate for city commissioner,” 


etc. 

Kindly look at that article and tell this committee whether or not 
the identification in that document of you as then-state secretary of 
the Communist Party of Arizona is true and correct. 

(The document was handed to the witness. ) 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Grauam. I decline on the same reasons previously stated. 

(Document marked “Graham Exhibit No. 1” and retained in com- 
mittee files. ) 

Mr. Arens. What occupation do you have other than the occupa- 
tion which you have recited as your principal occupation ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Granam. Will the counsel be more specific? 

Mr. Arens. Yes. Are you the section organizer of the Communist 
Party in this area? 

( The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Granam. I must decline for the same reasons as previously 
stated. I feel that when you have stool pigeons that are brought 
here—— 

Mr. Arens. Do you mean by “stool pigeons” someone who is not 
telling the truth ? 

Mr. Granam. Well 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Grauam. Well, I would say this, if you were asking me that 
question. You were the one who referred to him as an informer. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that will con- 
clude the staff interrogation of this witness. 

Mr. Wiiu1s. The witness is excused. 

Mr. Arens. The next witness, if you please, Mr. Chairman, will 
be Doris Dawson. 

Please come forward and remain standing while the chairman ad- 
ministers an oath. 

Mr. AnpersENn. Counsel, am I in the same situation on this witness 
as in the preceding witness ? 

Mr. (Norman) Howarp. You are. This is one of Mr. (Joseph) 
Lewis’ clients and he is at the ball game. 

Mr. Arens. We will take her tomorrow when he is able to be here. 

Mr. Archie Brown, please come forward and remain standing while 
the chairman administers an oath. 
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Mr. Anpersen. Again we apparently have a problem. I communi- 
cated with Mr. Brown—as a matter of fact, I had lunch with Mr. 
Brown—and I told him what the committee told me, and he said, “I 
wil be there,” he says. “I always respect an order of Congress.” 
That was his reply. 

But when he came back here, I think he was wet by a fire hose and 
he was refused admission here. I haven’t seen him since. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Wheeler, would you kindly request the officers there 
to announce in the hall he is being paged ? 

Counsel, I wonder if it would be convenient for you to come back 
toward the microphone. 

Mr. Anpersen. I would prefer it if the lights were off. 

Mr. Wituts. We will have them turned off. 

Mr. Arens. Would you kindly accommodate the committee by noti- 
fying Mr. Brown that he has again been called for appearance here? 
If you have lunch with him tomorrow, we will take him tomorrow 
afternoon, or if you see him or are in contact with him. It is the 

sition of the committee that he is under a continuing subpena and 

e has not been formally excused from attendance at these sessions. 
If you will do that, it will be an accommodation to us. 

Mr. AnpersEN. Pursuant to that, may I address the Chair? 

He has tried twice to my knowledge to get into this room and each 
time he has been refused the right to get into the room. If your 
subpena means something, it at least should amount to as much as 
these little white cards you gave. 

I am going to tell the committee this: Unless they let him in that 
door, the next time he comes there with me, I am going to tell him then 
to go home, if he wishes to. 

Mr. Arens. If you anticipate any particular time when he might 
be here, just let us know and we will be certain that he is admitted 
into the hearing room to testify. 

Mr. AnpersEnN. What time is you want him here tomorrow? 

Mr. Arens. We will take him any time he shows up. 

Z _ next witness, if you please, Mr. Chairman, will be Mr. Martin 
udwig. 

Kindly come forward and remain standing while the chairman ad- 
ministers an oath. 

Mr. Wiruts. Please raise your right hand to be sworn. 

You do solemnly swear that the testimony you are about to give will 
be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you 

oO 

Mr. Lupwie. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF MARTIN LUDWIG, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 
GEORGE R,. ANDERSEN 


Mr. Arens. Kindly identify yourself by name, residence, and occu- 
pation. 

Mr. Lupwic. Martin Ludwig. I live at 1601 Diamond Street. I am 
a clerk. 

Mr. AreNns, You are appearing today in response to a subpena which 
was served upon vou by this committee? 
Mr. Lupwie. That is right. 
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Mr. Arens. And you are represented by counsel ? 

Mr. Lupwie. That is right. 

Mr. Arens. Counsel, kindly identify yourself. 

Mr. Anpersen. George Andersen. 

Mr. Arens. Where and when were you born, sir? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Lupwic. I was born March 28, 1913, in Brooklyn, New York. 

Mr. Arens. How long did you live in the East before you came out 
to the Coast ¢ 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Lupwic. Up to about 1940, I believe. 

Mr. Arens. Where were you educated, please ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Lupwiae. Normal elementary school, high school, and a couple 
of years of college back East. 

Mr. Arens. I didn’t get the last. 

Mr. Lupwie. A couple of years of college back East. 

Mr. Arens. Are you now a member of the Communist Party? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Lupwie. On the first amendment and on the fifth amendment, 
I refuse to answer that question. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. andie: I have in my hand a copy of a letter 
addressed to the National Committee of the Communist Party of the 
United States in which the authors of the letter, and I will be glad to 
show it to you if you want to—I think you know about the letter, or, 
in fact, I am sure you do—in which the authors of the letter make 
certain criticisms of the Communist Party as a formal entity, certain 
of its planks and programs. 

This letter is dated March 26, 1958, in which the authors of the 
letter do not submit by a fair characterization a resignation, but say 
“we are leaving the Communist Party,” and then they, in the letter, 
set. forth a program of activity to carry forward the program of the 
formal entity known as the Communist Party. 

Among those persons who are signatories to this document from 
northern California appears the name Martin Ludwig. 

IT am corrected by our investigator. It appears as the name 
“Martin,” and our investigating techniques have caused us to con- 
clude that the Martin is yourself, Martin Ludwig. 

Kindly look at this document while it is being displayed to you and 
tell this committee whether or not that is a substantially correct repro- 
duction of an original letter—I say substantially correct because it is 
typewritten, and we understand the original letter may not have 
been—an original letter signed by yourself and others on the date 
indicated in 1958, addressed to the National Committee of the Com- 
munist Party of the United States. 

(The document was handed to the witness. ) 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Lupwic. Mr. Director, my answer to that is the same as the 
previous answer. I am standing on the first amendment— 

Mr. Arens. Could you raise your voice or speak a little more 
slowly, please ? 

Mr. Lvpwie. IT am speaking directly into the mike and I said my 


answer is the same answer as the previous answer, on the first and 
fifth amendments. 


2064 COMMUNIST PARTY—NORTHERN CALIFORNIA DISTRICT 


(Document marked “Ludwig Exhibit No. 1,” and retained in com- 
mittee files. ) 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Ludwig, let me make a statement to you, if you 
please, sir. 

Under the law, there is what is called an immunity statute, pur- 
suant to which this committee can set in motion legal proceedings 
which, if consummated, have an ultimate result of granting im- 
munity to a witness, immunity from any criminal prosecution for 
certain factual material which he might reveal in testimony. 

It is the judgment of this committee that you, sir, having been a 
leader, so we are advised by unimpeachable sources, having been a 
leader of a dissident group within the Communist Party, have infor- 
mation which would be of extreme value to your Government, via 
this committee, in its attempts to legislate on Communist activities, 
attempting to protect this country under whose flag you and I both 
have protection against the onrush of the Communist conspiracy. 

It is our information, sir, that at one time you were, until 1957, 
at least, very active as a regional representative in the Communist 
Party itself, and that under leadership of yourself and others a dis- 
sident group has been developed within the Communist operation. 

We say quite frankly we know very little about it, except we think 
there is very significant information there which ought to be available 
to this committee. 

With that explanation, I ask you this question in all sincerity: If 
this Committee on Un-American Activities should initiate the pro- 
ceedings to grant you a complete immunity from criminal prose- 
cution based on any information, direct or collateral, which you could 
give this committee in the course of testimony to serve your Govern- 
ment, and if those proceedings are consummated so that you are 
granted such immunity, would you accept that immunity and would 
you then testify fully and freely respecting all items of information 
on which we might interrogate you within the purview of this com- 
mittee’s jurisdiction ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Lupwie. Mr. Director, after consultation with my attorney, I 
would suggest that you consult with him after you make up your 
decisions. 

Mr. Arens. You see why we haven't. We would not want to initi- 
ate such proceedings and carry it through to an ultimate conclusion, 
if possible, an immunity for yourself, unless we had some indication 
from yourself. 

Of course, I am not personally in a position to make any commit- 
ments for the committee. The committee is autonomous and I only 
work for the committee. We could not make any commitments unless 
we had some indication from yourself that if you were granted a com- 
plete immunity from criminal prosecution for any information which 
you might supply to this committee, directly or indirectly, you would 
accept the immunity and you would testify fully and freely on all 
items of information on which you might be interrogated within the 
jurisdiction of this committee. 

Mr. Wirris. You understand, of course, that that interrogation 
could not be done today or anything of that sort. The proceedings 
would have to be initiated, if that relieves you any, or if you want to 
think about it. 
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(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Lupwiae. Mr. Staff Director, I am here under subpena. I 
would never voluntarily appear before such a committee—— 

Mr. Arens. Could you speak a little more loudly or slowly ¢ 

Mr. Lupwia. I said I am here before this committee under sub- 
pena. I would never have appeared here or anywhere else unless I 
were under subpena. I think that answers your question. 

Mr. Arens. It does answer our question. 

I respectfully suggest, Mr. Chairman, that will conclude the staff 
interrogation of this witness. 

Mr. Wis. The witness is excused. 

Mr. Arens. The next witness, if the chairman please, will be Mr. 
William Mandel. 

Please come forward and remain standing while the chairman 
administers an oath. 

Mr. Wits. Please raise your right hand. 

Do you solemnly swear that the testimony you are about to give to 
P the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you 

od? 

Mr. Manpet. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF WILLIAM MANDEL, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 
BERTRAM EDISES 


Mr. Arens. Kindly identify yourself by name, residence, and 
occupation. 

Mr. Manpet. My name is William Mandel. I live at 233 Lake 
Drive, Berkeley. By occupation, I am a translator of scientific mate- 
rial, a lecturer, a leader of travel tours, an author, radio and tele- 
vision commentator, and have been a newspaperman at various times 
until committees such as this made it difficult for me to continue in 
some of these fields. 

Mr. Arens. I will say not facetiously but in earnest appraisal that 
you have certainly engaged in a number of activities. 

You are appearing today in response to a subpena which was served 
upon you by this committee ? 

Mr. I do. 

Mr. Arens. You are represented by counsel ? 

Mr. Manpet. I am, to the degree that a counsel not able to speak 
for me can represent me. 

Mr. Arens. Would you kindly identify yourself, Counsel ? 

Mr. Epises. Bertram Edises, Berkeley, California. 

Mr. Manpet. By the way, if the television people want some news, 
they can put the lights on. They can put them on if they want some- 
thing to wat their audiences. 

Mr. Arens. Do I understand you want the lights on? 

Mr. Manvet. I want the lights on, precisely. I want the fullest 
glare of publicity on this committee’s activity. 

Mr. Proceed. 

Mr. Arens. Where and when were you born, please, sir? 

Mr. Manvet. I was born in New York City, F une 4, 1917. 

Mr. Arens. Give usa word about your education. 

Mr. Manpet. I was educated in the public schools, junior high 
schools and high schools of New York City. I had one semester in 
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biochemistry at the age of 14 at the University of Moscow, U.S.S.R. 
1 specify my age so no nonsense about the Lenin School can be asked 
of me. I then Thad one year at City College in New York. I was ex- 
pelled for opposition to military training in 1933 at age 16. In 1947, 
the Hoover Institute at Stanford University en me as a fellow 
at post-doctoral stipend on the basis of two books I had written for 
the specific purpose of compiling an encyclopedia of the U.S.S.R. 
This is my education. 

Mr. Arens. Are you now, or have you ever been, a member of the 
Communist Party ? 

Mr. Manve. Sir, I am 42 years of age, and have never had to face 
a jury as defendant or grand jury as witness in my life. My research 
and writing have been so public that two committees similar to this 
one, the Senate Internal eccivity Subcommittee and the McCarthy 
committee, subpenaed me as far back as 8 and 7 years ago, respectively, 
for having written a book titled “The Soviet Far East and Central 
Asia.” No indictment resulted from those hearings either, or from 
my continued public speaking or writing since that date. 

Clearly, therefore, I have committed no crime under any of the laws 
of this country and am not engaged in subversion. Consequently, I 
refuse to testify on the grounds that, as a radio and TV public affairs 
broadcaster, activity in those capacities today, the subpena issued to 
me interferes with the rights of my stations to schedule formal pro- 
grams on their merits and is thus a direct violation of the first-amend- 
ment guarantee of freedom of speech and of the people’s right to hear. 

Further, as a scholar with a 20-year record of research in public 
writing and lecturing in my chosen field, the study of the Soviet Union, 
a field admitted by all to be one of which this country is in vital need 
of knowledge, I refuse to testify on the grounds that the subpena is a 
violation of freedom of inquiry, which can only be expressed through 
the free speech and free press guaranteed in the first amendment, to 
the academic community as toall others. Lastly, I certainly shall not 
answer questions representing allegations against me made by persons 
not present and not identified, whom I cannot confront and whom my 
lawyer cannot cross examine as to their truthfulness. 

To rest my case solely on the first amendment would, as 36 cases now 
in the courts show, condemn me to years of court action at enormous 
costs. It would cost me my home and impoverish my family for a 
very long time to come, which, of course, is what this committee desires. 
Therefore, I also refuse to testify under my right not to be a witness 
against myself, a right originated to protect the innocents. The 
guilty can be convicted by the testimony of others if there is any real 
evidence to present. 

Mr. Arens. Do you honestly apprehend that if you told this com- 
mittee truthfully while you are under oath whether or not you are now, 
this instant, or ever have been, a member of the Communist Party, you 
would be supplying information which might be used against you in 
acriminal proceeding ? 

Mr. Manvet. Honorable beaters of children and sadists, uniformed 
and in plain clothes, distinguished Dixiecrat wearing the clothing of a 
gentleman, eminent Republican who opposes an accommodation with 
one country with whom we must live in peace in order for all of us and 
our children to survive, my boy of 15 left this room a few minutes ago 
in sonnd health and not jailed solely because I asked him to be in here 
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to learn something about the procedures of the United States Gov- 
ernment and one of its committees. Had he been outside where the 
son of a friend of mine had his head split by these goons operating 
under your orders, my boy today might have paid the penalty of awl 
manent injury or a police record for desiring to come here and hear 
how this committee operates. 

If you think that I am going to cooperate with this collection of 
Judases, of men who sit there in violation of the United States Con- 
stitution, if you think I will cooperate with you in any way, you are 
insane. 

Mr. Wituts. Proceed, Mr. Arens. 

Mr. Arens. Now, sir, were you a lecturer—( Applause). 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Manper. Yes, sir, I was. And I lectured on Shostakovich’s 
oratorical “Song of the Forest”; what do you know about that ? 

Mr. Arens. And were you at that time a member of the Communist 
Party and did you lecture as a Communist ? 

Mr. Manpet. As I told you before, sir, if there are laws on the books 
of this country under which any of the activities in which I have 
engaged, publicly and openly—and I would be delighted to bring 
you a list of books literally this long, which either I have written or 
which have been cited as authority in books written years later in 
other countries, or journals to which I have contributed, if any of this 
_— record, almost all of it scholarly by anybody’s definition, is to 

regarded or were regarded by anyone as criminal activity, there 
are laws on the books under which the proper authorities of the United 
States could have taken, or could now take, action against me. 

I have never disappeared in my home. I have been available at all 
times. This question has no purpose other than to harass me. When I 
was asked this question last in 1943 by the late Joe McCarthy, and let 
me say that I am honored when people come up to me on the streets— 

rhaps I don’t deserve this honor—and say, “You are the man who: 

illed Joe McCarthy,” because I happened to appear on the first day 
of the bookburning matter and I did my best to conduct myself in the 
manner I am sontlestiae myself today. If there was any such evi- 
dence against me under any law, the proper authorities could move 
against me. This body is improperly constituted. It is a kangaroo 
court. It does not have my respect. It has my utmost contempt, and 
I am not going to answer that question, sir. 

Mr. Wits. Proceed. 

Mr. Arens. Do you have information respecting the operations of 
the criminal conspiracy dedicated to the overthrow of this Government 
by force and violence, which criminal conspiracy is represented on 
American soil in part by that entity known as the Communist Party? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Manpvet. My answer is “No, sir, and no matter how many ways 
you ask that question, it will remain the same.” 

Mr. Arens. Do you have present information respecting the activ- 
ities of the Communist Party in northeastern California ? 

Mr. Manpex. Would you kindly define what you mean by present 
information, sir? Do you mean do I read books or newspapers? I 
read books and newspapers. 

Mr. Arens. Do you know from personal experience in closed Com- 
munist Party meetings the identification of persons who, to your 
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certain knowledge, are now, or in the recent past have been, members of 
the Communist Party active in northern California? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Manpe. My answer is “No, and if I did I would not tell you.” 
But my answer is “No.” 

Mr. Arens. Are you now a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Manveu. You got that answer before. 

Mr. Arens. I asked you—— 

Mr. Manpev. You got that answer before. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest the witness be 
ordered and directed to answer the question as to whether or not he is 
now a member of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Manpet. If you will look at the record of my statement, you 
will find that that statement covered this question. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest the witness now 
be ordered and directed to answer the question as to whether or not he 
is now a member of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Wiis. This is a specific question on that point that has not 
been technically asked and I order you to answer it. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Manpet. It is very fortunate that I have an attorney who seems 
to think about these things just as I do. I am very honored. This 
question is an invasion of my political privacy. I answered it at the 
outset, and no matter how many tricky forms you take to pick it again, 
you will get that same answer. It has been answered. 

Mr. Arens. Does the record reflect a clear direction that you have 
been directed to answer that question as to whether or not you are 
now, this instant, a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Wuiuts. I think you meant to indicate that you are declining to 
answer for the reasons previously indicated. 

Mr. Manpe.. Yes, that is correct. 

Mr. Wits. That is what I understood you to say. 

Mr. Manvex. That is correct. 

Mr. Arens. That is all we wanted to know. 

Thank you, sir. 

We have no further questions, Mr. Chairman, of this witness. 

Mr. Writs. The witness is excused. 

(Witness excused. ) 

Mr. Arens. The next witness, if you please, will be Mr. Jack 
Weintraub. 

Mr. Wriuts. Please raise your right hand. 

You do solemnly swear that the testimony you are about to give to 
Ss ory truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you 

Mr. Werntraves. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF JACK WEINTRAUB, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 
GEORGE R. ANDERSEN 


Mr. Arens. Kindly identify yourself by name, residence, and 
occupation. 

Mr. Wernrrave. Would you mind turning off the lights? I have 
been staring at them all afternoon, and all morning, too. 

Mr. Wits. All right. 


| 
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(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Werntravs. My name is Jack Weintraub. I live at 3637 San- 
tiago Street, San Francisco. My occupation is driver, truck driver. 

Mr. Arens. You are appearing today in response to a subpena which 
was served upon you by this committee ? 

Mr. WerntrAvs. That is correct. 

Mr. Arens. You are represented by counsel ? 

Mr. Werntravs. I am advised by counsel. 

Mr. Arens. Do you have counsel seated next to you there? 

Mr. Werntravs. That is true. 

Mr. Arens. Counsel, kindly identify yourself. 

Mr. Anpersen. George Andersen. 

Mr. Arens. Where and when were you born, please? 

Mr. Werntravs. I was born in Bronx, New York, November 13, 
1916. 

Mr. Arens. And give us a word, please, about you formal education. 

Mr. Werntravs. Just a moment. I would like to consult with my 
attorney. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Wernrravs. I went through grammar school, high school, and 
completed one year of university, a year and a half of university. 

r. Arens. Did you receive any other training ? 

Mr. Werntravs. Repeat the question, please. 

Mr. Arens. Have you received any other training since the com- 
pletion of this formal education which you have described to us? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel. 

a ie What do you mean? Would you explain that, 
please 

Mr. Arens. Have you attended any other schools? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Wertntravs. Do you mean another college? 

Mr. Arens. Any other schools besides the formal training which 
you have just now described to us? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

ral Werntravs. Would you specify what kind of schools do you 
mean 
Pita s. Yes. Have you been a student at the California Labor 

00 

Mr. Werntravs. Yes, I did. 

Mr. Arens. Over what period of time did you receive instruction 
at the California Labor School ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Werntravs. The Government paid my tuition there under the 
GI bill of rights. It is a matter of record. 

Mr. Arens. When? 

Mr. Werntraves. I would say about a year, between 1946 and 1947. 

Mr. Arens. Do you know a man by the name of Vern Bown? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Werntrave. I would refuse to answer that question on the 
basis that I should have a right of association guaranteed to me under 
the Constitution, by the first amendment, without saying yes or no 
pir sng I know him. I would answer that about anybody that you 
ask me. 
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Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest the witness now 
be ordered and directed to answer the question as to whether he knows 
a person by the name of Vern Bown. ' 

Mr. Wis. I direct you to answer that question. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Wernrravs. Furthermore, the Constitution protects me with 
the fifth amendment as well. 

Mr. Arens. Do you honestly apprehend that if you told this com- 
mittee whether or not you know a person by the name of Vern Bown 
you would be or information that might be used against you in 
a criminal proceeding ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Werntravs. I have already answered. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest the witness now be 
ordered and directed to answer this last outstanding principal question 
which is for the purpose of testing his good faith in invoking the 
fifth amendment. 

Mr. Wis. It is a perfectly proper question. You are directed to 
answer it. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Werntraves. I refuse to answer it on the grounds of the first and 
fifth amendments. 

Mr. Arens. It is the information of this committee, sir, that you 
were a section leader of the AFL Section of the Communist Party 
at the time that Vern Bown was expelled from that section, and 
were one of those who was engaged in raising a protest with the 
National Committee of the party respecting this expulsion. For 
the purpose of this record, I ask you now: Were you, at the time of 
the expulsion of Vern Bown from the AFL Section of the Commu- 
nist Party, yourself, a member of the Communist Party active in the 
AFL Section ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel. 

Mr. Werntravs. Mr. Arens, before I give my answer I would like 
to preface it with the reason why I am giving my answer. I con- 
sider this committee to be in the same stripe as pe es governmental 
agencies such as, for example, the McClellan committee, which sup- 
posedly was wpe oy oa both labor and management, and managed 
to investigate only labor basically, and the monitors investigating the 
teamsters or taking over the control of the teamsters under the di- 
rection of Judge Letts, and the Kennedy-Landrum-Griffin bill which 
is anti-labor legislation. I have not run into any governmental 
a of this stripe which is pro-labor or which gives labor a fair 
shake. 

I think if labor were to get the fair shake that it deserves, this com- 
mittee would not be in existence. For example, in Louisiana, if the 
peuple down there were organized, they ne have the right to vote. 

don’t think they have that complete right. I am not going to co- 
operate with this committee. I feel that they are out to hang me, they 
are out to ruin me, if possible. But this is Just a by-product of their 
general anti-labor trend. Therefore, I invoke the fifth amendment 
again. 

Mr. Arens. In order that we can help probably clean out 
Communists—— 
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Mr. Wiis. I will say this, Mr. Arens, at least he was kinder than 
the others by saying he does not think something about voting rights 
in my district. He did not charge it as unduly and as harshly as 
others. But I might now say for the record that they do vote. 

Proceed. 

Mr. Werntravus. Congressman Willis—— 

Mr, Wixuts. I do not want to debate. 

Mr. Werntravp. I wish to ask a question. 

Mr. Wiis. I do not want to debate. 

Please proceed. 

- Mr. ARENS. Are you now, this instant, a member of the Communist 
arty ¢ 

Mr. Werntraus. The same answer as to the previous question. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that will conclude 
the staff interrogation of this witness. 

The next witness, if you please, Mr. Chairman, will be Mr. John 
Andrew Negro. 

Please come forward and remain standing while the chairman ad- 
ministers an oath. 

Mr. Wicuts. Kindly raise your right hand. 

Do you solemnly swear that the testimony that you are about to 
give to be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so 
help you God? 

r. Necro. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF JOHN ANDREW NEGRO, ACCOMPANIED BY 
COUNSEL, GEORGE R. ANDERSEN 


Mr. Arens. Kindly identify yourself by name, residence, and 
occupation. 

Mr. Necro. My name is Andrew Negro. My residence is 450 Clip- 
per Street, and I say that knowing that within that audience there 
is a group here for the purpose to intimidate my family and myself. 
T say that also knowing that the same person has intimidated two 
people here, threatening to kill them, murder them. You are respon- 
sible by taking me here and putting my family in jeopardy so crack- 
pots like that can exist. 

My occupation is a house painter. 

Mr. Arens. You are appearing today, Mr. Negro, in response to 
a subpena which was served upon you by this committee? 

Mr. Necro. In reluctance. 

Mr. Arens. And you are represented by counsel ? 

Mr. Necro. I am represented by counsel but he cannot speak. 

Mr. Arens. Counsel, will you kindly speak up and identify yourself 
before this committee ? 

Mr. Anpversen. This is hardly speaking, but my name is George 
Andersen. 

Mr. Arens. Now, sir, have you ever been engaged in seamen activi- 
ties of any kind, waterfront activities ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Necro. Yes, I have been a seaman. 

Mr, Arens. Over what period of time were you a seaman ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Necro. Approximately 7 or 8 years. 
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Mr. Arens. Could you give us those years, please, roughly ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Necro. To my recollection it was 1942 to 1950. 

Mr. Arens. And in what capacity did you serve as a seaman? 

Mr. Neero. As a seaman, I sailed in the capacity of messman, ordi- 
nary seaman and able-bodied seaman. 

Mr. Arens. What year was it that you were no longer a seaman? 
When did you depart from that activity ? 

Mr. Necro. Do you mean when I stopped sailing ? 

Mr. Arens. Yes. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Arens. Just your best recollection. 

Mr. Neero. 1950, around 1950. 

Mr. Arens. What caused your disassociation from the seaman’s 
vocation or occupation ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Necro. I got hurt, injured on a ship. 

Mr. Arens. Did you have seaman’s papers during all of the time 
of your employment as a seaman on vessels ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Necro. I always had seaman papers at the time that T sailed. 

Mr. Arens. Did you ever have your seaman’s papers lifted or 
denied 


(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Nearo. No, they were not. 

Mr, Arens. And then what was your principal occupation after 
you concluded your service as a seaman ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Negro. I went into the Army of the United States. 

Mr. Arens. During your service as a seaman on vessels, what vessels 
did you sail on, the nature of the vessels? Were they merchant ves- 
sels or what were they ¢ 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Necro. I sailed on many kinds of vessels. I don’t see where 
this is pertinent to this hearing here. 

Mr. Arens. During the course of your work, or during the period 
“i year service on vessels, were you a member of the Communist 

arty 

(The witness conferred with his counsel. ) 

_ Mr. Necro. Would you turn out these lights here? They are blind- 
ing. They give the business of a third degree. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Necro. Would you repeat the last question ? 

Mr. Arens. Yes. pony | tell this committee if, during your period 
of service as a seaman on the vessels, at any time you were a member 
of the Communist Party. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Necro. I would like to make a statement about that. In a 
sense, I would like to read what Jimmy Roosevelt said before the 
House of Congress, and my conviction is that the House Un-American 
Activities Committee is closer to being dangerous to America in its 
concepts than most of what it is investigating. My conviction is that 
it is continuing discredit to the country and more immediately to this 
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House. My conviction is that so long as we continue its existence we 
must equally share the guilt for the evil for which it does. It has 
been an agency for the destruction of human dignity and constitu- 
tional rights. We have been accustomed to think of those whom it 
subpenas and labels as victims rather than witnesses. 

r. Arens. Is that the only response you care to make to the 
question as to whether or not you were a member of the Communist 
— during your service on these vessels ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Necro. I use the first amendment because you have no right to 
interfere with my private life, and also the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Arens. Were you a member of the Communist Party during 
your service in the military ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Necro. The same answer. 

Mr. Arens. Are you now, this instant, a member of the Communist 
Party? 

Me. Necro. Same answer. 

Mr. Arens. Now, sir, when you were served with your subpena to 
appear before this committee, the 18th day of April—exeuse me, the 
27th day of April, 1960—did you thereafter at any time prior to your 
appearance here today meet with persons known by you to be mem- 
bers of the Communist Party for the purpose of receiving instructions 
as to the conduct which you and others were to indulge in in regard to 
this committee and this hearing ¢ 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Necro. This question is intimidating and you are attempting 
to intimidate me. You, sir, are a disgrace to the American people. 
You are responsible for the demonstrations that take place outside. 
You have time to time called these demonstrations of students who 
wish for the question of democracy, who have come to witness de- 
mocracy, you have called it treason. I will not cooperate with this 
type of a committee. My answer is the same as the previous, the 
first and fifth. 

Mr. Arens. Have you been in session regarding the conduct of 
yourself and others in regard to these hearings, with international 
Communist agent, Frank Wilkinson, who sits in the front row of 
these hearings today ? 

Mr. Necro. You are disgraceful in your accusations of accusin 
people that you don’t even have on the stand, with the ability to defen 
themselves. The same answer, the first and fifth. 

Mr. Arens. To your certain knowledge, were these demonstrations 
which have been taking place encouraged by persons known by you 
to acertainty to be members of the Communist Party ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Neero. Sir, I have been sitting in this room since the time I 
came in this morning. From my knowledge, the students wanted to 
enter this place here and see what was taking place. You are the 
cause for the heads that are broken, you are the cause for the backs 
that are broken or any other things that happened to these students. 
You are the cause of it. By entering this city of San Francisco you 
are the cause of it. These students showed their will and love for 
democracy. They attempted to preserve that right, and you, sir, 
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have said time and time again that those that do that are treason. 

Mr. Wits. All right, Mr. Counsel, proceed in another area. 

Mr. Arens. Have you been in session in the course of the last sev- 
eral days with Harry Bridges? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Will you that question ? 

Mr. Arens. Have you been in session in the course of the last sev- 
eral days with Harry Bridges? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Neero. Ridiculous question. 

Mr. Arens. I respectfully suggest, Mr. Chairman, that will con- 
clude the staff interrogation of this witness. 

Mr. Wiis. The witness is excused. 

Mr. Arens. The next witness is Sally Attarian Sweet. 

Please come forward and remain standing while the chairman 
administers an oath. 

Mr. Chairman, the reporter has indicated that he would like to 
have a brief recess. 

Would the chairman be disposed to order a 5-minute recess ? 

Mr. Wituis. We will take a 5-minute recess. 

(Members of the subcommittee present at time of recess: Repre- 
sentatives Willis and Johansen.) 

(At the expiration of the recess the following members of the 
subcommittee were present: Representives Willis and Johansen.) 

Mr. Wiu1s. The subcommittee will come to order. 

Please raise your right hand. 

You do solemnly swear that the testimony you are about to give 
to be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help 
you God? 

Mrs. Sweer. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF SALLY ATTARIAN SWEET, ACCOMPANIED BY 
COUNSEL, EDWARD NEWMAN 


Mr. Arens. Kindly identify yourself by name, residence, and 
occupation. 

Mrs. Sweet. My name is Mrs. Sally Sweet. I live in Hayward, and 
Iam a legal secretary. 

Mr. Arens. You are pppering today in response to a subpena which 
was served upon you by this committee ? 

Mrs. Sweet. I am, at my place of work. 

Mr. Arens. And you are represented by counsel ? 
‘ = Sweet. My counsel is present. I don’t feel I am represented 

y him. 

, Aomme. Counsel, would you kindly identify yourself on this 
record 

Mr. Newman. My name is Edward Newman. My office is in Hay- 
ward, Calif. 

Mr. Arens. How long have you lived in Alameda County ? 

(The witness conferred with her counsel.) 

Mrs. Sweer. I would like to say that if it is true that the purpose of 
this committee and the sole purpose in being here today is to get facts 
upon which they can present legislation to Congress, then by their 
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own admission they have numerous facts on what they call unimpeach- 
able, reliable sources, many agents in the FBI, many informers such 
as this thing that testified today. Therefore, they don’t need any 
additional facts. I feel, therefore, for this reason, I am not here to 
give facts. Iam here to be tried, without due process of law, without 
proper representation of counsel and I further refuse to answer these 

uestions or any questions you may have to ask me on the basis of the 
first, the fourth, the fifth, the sixth, and the 10th and 14th amendments 
to the United States Constitution, the entire Constitution, as well as 
all the laws and statutes on our books which substantiate and support 
these amendments and laws and constitutional guarantees and the 
various court interpretations of those laws and statutes. 

Mr. Writs. What was the question 

‘“ Mr. Arens. The question was how long she lived in Alameda 
ounty. 

Mr. anion You are ordered to answer the question. 

(The witness conferred with her counsel. ) 

Mrs. Sweet. I stand on my previous answer, which was an answer. 

Mr. Pardon? 

Mrs. Sweet. I said I stand on my answer, which was an answer. 

Mr. Wits. All right, if that is the advice of your counsel. 

Mr. Arens. Are you now a member of the Communist Party ? 

(The witness conferred with her counsel. ) 

Mrs. Sweer. I refuse to answer on the grounds I previously gave. 

Mr. Arens. Since you were subpenaed to appear before this com- 
mittee, on April 27, 1960, have you 5 in session with other members 
of the Communist Party as to a concerted course of action to be taken 
by members of the Communist Party who were to be interrogated by 
this committee ? 

(The witness conferred with her counsel.) 

Mrs. Sweer. When did you say I was subpenaed ? 

Mr. Arens. April 27, 1960. 

(The witness conferred with her counsel.) 

Mrs. Sweet. I decline to answer on the grounds I previously stated, 
and all the grounds I previously stated. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that will con- 
clude the staff interrogation of this witness. 

Mrs. Sweet. Thank you. 

Mr. Wuuts. The witness is excused. 

Mr. Arens. The next witness, if you please, Mr. Chairman, will 
be Mr. Saul Wachter. 

Please come forward and remain standing while the chairman 
administers an oath. 

Mr. Epises. Mr. Saul Wachter is my client, Mr. Chairman. He 
is not here for the reason that while he was in the anteroom of the 
City Hall his son, Douglas Wachter, was viciously attacked and 
beaten up, also was deluged with water from a fire hose, and then was 
carted off to jail. This understandably upset his father and he is, 
therefore, in no emotional state to testify before this committee. I 
took it upon myself, observing his condition, to tell him that he ought 
to go home and not appear further this afternoon. He will be avail- 
able tomorrow if you want him. 

Mr. Arens. Counsel, will you identify yourself on the record? 

Mr. Eptsrs. My name is Bertram Edises. 
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Mr. Arens. The next witness, Mr. Chairman, if you please, will 
be Mr. Tyler Brooke. 

Please come forward and remain standing while the chairman 
administers an oath. 

Mr. Wis. Please raise your right hand. You do solemnly swear 
that the testimony you are about to give to be the truth, the whole 
truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Brooke. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF TYLER BROOKE, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 
EDWARD NEWMAN 


Mr. Arens. Kindly identify yourself by name, residence, and 
occupation. 

Mr. Brooke. My name is Tyler Brooke. I live in San Lorenzo. 
As to my occupation, I would like to say this: As a third-generation 
American-born citizen, I wish to state emphatically and unequivocally 
that the entire fabric of my life has been ene inextricably and dedi- 
cated to this country’s democratic heritage, and that I shall continue 
in the future as I have done in the past, to urge the extension of its 
democratic privileges to all citizens, regardless of color or creed. I 
believe that I have been subpenaed to appear before this committee 
not because it wishes to investigate any alleged act or acts upon my 
part, but, rather, because it wishes to inquire into my thoughts, m 
opinion, my beliefs, and my associations. I believe further that this 
committee section, through subpenaing me as an individual, to stifle 
freedom of thought among other individuals, thereby imposing con- 
formity of thought upon all. This I will not permit. Since its in- 
ception, this committee has vilified and slandered, harassed and 
intimidated, assassinated character, and caused loss of employment to 
many witnesses brought before it, while it protected itself with the 
cloak of congressional immunity and deprived subpenas to due proc- 
ess of law to which all United States citizens are entitled. 

Such repugnant practices reek of star-chamber methods and other 
inquisitorial methods of the long-dead past. Since its inception this 
committee has contributed more than its share to dislocating and 
damaging our national science, arts, and professions, labor-manage- 
ment relationships, even Government enterprise itself, by injecting 
fear and reprisal into the bloodstream of this country, fear which 
has given pause to many of America’s foremost creative minds, who, 
facing decisions essential to the welfare of all, hesitate lest their solu- 
tions run contrary to the conformist dicta of this committee, and this 
I consider intolerable. 

Since its inception this committee has squandered millions of tax- 
payers’ dollars, money which well could have been used for con- 
structive purposes, investigating into fields already proscribed for 
investigation by the Constitution. Hence, this committee’s very rea- 
son for existence becomes suspect. In view of the foregoing, I con- 
sider this committee to be an anachronism, an abomination, and an 
affront to all American citizens, and I strongly urge its abolition 
forthwith. In this context I shall refuse to answer questions regard- 
ing my thought, beliefs, opinions, and associations put to me by this 
committee based upon the following reasons: One, I consider such 
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questions to be in violation to the first amendment of the Consti- 
tution guaranteeing the right of freedom of thought, speech, and 
association; two, I consider such questions to be in violation of the 
fourth amendment to the Constitution guaranteeing the right of per- 
sonal, security; three, I consider such questions to be in violation of 
the fifth amendment to the Constitution, and I will not permit this 
committee to place me in double jeopardy, to deprive me of due 
process of law, or to compel me to be a witness against myself; four, 
I consider such questions to be in violation of the sixth amendment 
to the Constitution guaranteeing the right of witnesses to be con- 
fronted by witnesses appearing against them, which this committee 
has previously denied; five, I consider such questions to be in viola- 
tion of the eighth amendment to the Constitution, inasmuch as this 
committee by previous actions has inflicted cruel and unusual pun- 
ishment upon other witnesses by creating an atmosphere in which 
certain of those witnesses have been prevented from obtaining gainful 
employment as a result of their appearance before this committee; 
six, I shall consider such questions to be in violation of the tenth 
amendment to the Constitution because this committee has usurped 
powers normally reserved to the people. 

Lastly, I shall consider such questions to be in violation of the 
fourteenth, fifteenth, and nineteenth amendments to the Constitution 
because certain members of this committee are, and have been in the 
past, unrepresentative of the eligible voting population of their con- 
stituencies in those States which deny voting privileges to male and 
female persons because of their race and color. 

Mr. Arens. Does that conclude your answer ? 

Mr. Brooker. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Counsel, will you kindly identify yourself ? 

Mr. Newman. My name is Edward Newman. My office is in Hay- 
ward, Calif. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Brooke, so the record will be clear, I don’t intend 
to ask you any questions about any beliefs, political activity, thoughts, 
or anything else of that kind. I want to ask you about a few acts by 
yourself. In order to do so, I would like to have a little clarification 
of your name here, please, sir. 

ou are appearing today on this subpena as Tyler Brooke. Have 
you also used the name of Taylor? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Brooke. I must refuse to answer this question, sir, on the 
grounds I have previously stated. 

Mr. Wituis. Of course, there is no reason for you to do it if you 
don’t want to do it. But just for the record, I am not advising you 
because you have a counsel, but to reflect the situation from our point 
of view, and in that I think I know what I am talking about as I 
have followed the decisions, from our point of view your apparent 
refusal to answer any and all questions, including your occupation and 

your name and so on, will probably result in a contempt citation. You 
don’t have to answer that. I will clarify on the record that we don’t 
accept your refusal to answer on the basis of what. you have given, 
on questions along these lines. 

Proceed. 

Mr. Arens. Now, sir, I want to ask you about an act of yours, not 
a thought or a concept or an association. 
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Have you, in the course of the last few years, ‘en a United 
States passport, on which you have traveled abroad 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Brooke. I shall decline to answer that question on the consti- 
tutional grounds previously stated. 

Mr. Arens. Have you ever been outside the continental United 
States since you reached adulthood ? 

Mr. Brooke. Since what ? 

Mr. Arens. Since you reached adulthood. Have you ever been out- 
side the continental United States? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Brooxe. I decline to answer that question on the constitutional 
grounds previously stated. 

Mr. Arens. We display to you now a thermofax reproduction of 
an article appearing in The Daily People’s World of March 10, 1944. 
“The People take over a castle in Czechoslovakia,” is the heading of 
this, by Taylor Brooke, and in parentheses is: 

Mr. Brooke, a well-known Los Angeles writer, is currently on a year’s visit to 
Europe. This is the first of several articles giving his impressions of the changes 
over there—exclusively for readers of The Daily People’s World. 

Kindly look at that article which Mr. Wheeler is displaying to you 
and tell this committee whether or not you are the person who 
authored that article. 

(The document was handed to the witness. ) 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Brooke. I decline to answer that question on the constitutional 
grounds previously stated. 

(Document marked “Brooke Exhibit No. 1, and retained in com- 
mittee files. ) 

Mr. Arens. I display to you now a thermofax reproduction of an 
article from the People’s World of February 27, 1952, entitled “Trav- 
eller to tell of Eastern Europe,” which states: 

Are the people moving toward socialism? These and other important 
questions on the People’s Democracies will be discussed by Tyler Brooke, lecturer 
and writer, this Thursday at the California Labor School. 

Kindly look at that article which Mr. Lewis is displaying to you 
and tell this committee whether or not it gives a true and correct 
account of your appearance there as a lecturer on affairs in Eastern 
Europe. 

( The document was handed to the witness. ) 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Brooke. I refuse to answer that question on the constitutional 
grounds previously stated. 

(Document marked “Brooke Exhibit No. 2,” and retained in com- 
mittee files. ) 

Mr. Arens. At the time of your trip to Europe, did you go under 
the discipline and orders of the Communist Party ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Brooke. I decline to answer that question on the constitutional 
grounds previously stated. 

Mr. Arens. Are you now, this instant, a member of the Communist 


(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 


4 

at 
q 


COMMUNIST PARTY—NORTHERN CALIFORNIA DISTRICT 2079 


Mr. Brooke. I want to preface this answer, sir, with a remark 
which I feel is pertinent. I am a member of the Jewish faith, and 
I am mindful of the fact of history that committees of this type, 
known as Un-Deutsche committees, presaged the rise of Hitler in 
Germany, which ultimately led to the extermination of 6 million of 
my age Ithink that I would be—— 

Mr. Wass, Please come to the point. 

Mr. Brooke. I will, sir. 

Mr. Wiu1s. We have given you an opportunity to read a long 
statement that was not pertinent, was unnecessary, uninfluencing. 

Mr. Brooxe. I don’t think it was impertinent, sir, not a bit. 

Mr. Wit11s. Please don’t burden the record. I don’t want to stop 
you, but that is enough. You have a right as to how you feel. But 
it is not relevant to what we are talking about. Will you answer the 
question, please. 

Mr. Arens. The question outstanding that he has not answered, 
Mr. Chairman, is, namely, is he now, this instant, a member of the 
Communist Party ? 

Mr. Wits. I order you to answer the question. ' 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Brooke. I shall decline to answer that question on the grounds, 
the constitutional grounds, previously stated. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that will con- 
clude the staff interrogation of this witness. 

Mr. Wuu1s. The witness is excused. 

Mr. Arens. The next witness, if you please, Mr. Chairman, will be 
Elmer Johnson. 

Kindly come forward and remain standing while the chairman 
administers an oath. 

Mr. Please raise right hand. 

Do you solemnly swear that the testimony you are about to give to 
ee heey truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you 
Mr. Jounson. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF ELMER E. JOHNSON, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 
FRANCIS McTERNAN 


Mr. Arens. Kindly identify yourself by name, residence, and 
occupation. 


Mr. Jounson. My name is Elmer Johnson, 529 Sausalito Boule- 
vard, Sausalito, and I am a machinist. 

Mr. Arens. Are you appearing today in response to a subpena 
which was served upon you by this committee ? 

Mr. Jounson. Yes; they served me at work, at 9 o’clock in the 

Mr. ns. You are represented by counsel ? 

Mr. Jounson. I am. 

Mr. Arens. Counsel, ern identify yourself. 

Mr. McTernan. Francis McTernan, Market Street, San Fran- 
cisco, Calif. 

Mr. Arens. How long have you lived in these parts, please, sir? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel. ) 
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Mr. Jownson. Since 1945. I came here because I like Sausalito. 

Mr. Arens. I did not get that. How long have you lived here? 

Mr. Jounson. Since 1945. 

Mr. Arens. And prior to that time you lived in Michigan; is that 
correct 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Jounson. That is correct. 

Mr. Arens. While you were in Michigan, did you know a man by 
the name of Kar! Prussion ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Jonnson. I don’t think you have any right to inquire into my 
associations. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Prussion, you have been sworn. 

Would you kindly stand, Mr. Prussion ? 


TESTIMONY OF KARL PRUSSION—Resumed 


Mr. Arens. During the course of your service in the Communist 
Party, in Detroit, Mich., did you know as a member of the Communist 
Party, to a certainty, a person by the name of Elmer E. Johnson? 

Mr. Prusston. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Do you see that person in the hearing room today, now ? 

Mr. Prusston. He is hard to recognize, he has changed so much. 
I could not certainly identify him. 

Mr. Arens. Thank you, sir. 

We thank you, Mr. Prussion, for being so precise and so careful. 

Mr. McTernan. Will the reporter read back the exchange bet ween 
Mr. Arens and Mr. Prussion ¢ 

(Record read.) 


TESTIMONY OF ELMER E. JOHNSON—Resumed 


Mr. Arens. Mr. Johnson, while you were in Detroit, Mich., were you 
district organizer of the Communist Party in Detroit ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. JoHnson. I decline to answer this on the first and the fifth 
amendments. 

Mr. Arens. What county do you live in, please, sir? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Jounson. Marin County. 

Mr. Arens. How long have you lived in Marin County ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Arens. Where is Marin County? Are we in Marin County 
now / 

Mr. Wueeter. It is across the bay. 

Mr. McTrernan. Marin County is across the bay. 

Mr. Arens. Thank you. 

How long have you lived in Marin County ? 

Mr. Jounson. What is the pertinency of the question ? 

Mr. Arens. The pertinency of the question is for purposes of identi- 
fication, because to our certainty, we know that an Elmer FE. Johnson, 
living in Marin County, has been active under discipline of this 
conspiratorial force known as the Communist Party. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 
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Mr. Jounson. In view of that speech, I decline to answer, in view 
of the first and the fifth amendments to the Constitution of the United 
States. 

Mr. Arens. Are you, this minute, a member of the Communist 


(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Jounson. Same answer. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that will conclude 
the staff interrogation of this witness. 

Mr. Wiuts. The witness is excused. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest, if it meets with 
the approval of the chairman, that we have arrived at a point in the 
progress of our hearing where we would like to suggest an adjourn- 
ment until tomorrow morning. 

Mr. Wiuts. The committee will stand in recess until tomorrow 
morning at 9:30. 

(Members of the subcommittee present at time of recess: Repre- 
sentatives Willis and J egg 

(Whereupon, at 6:25 p.m. Friday, May 13, the hearing recessed 
to reconvene at 9:30 a.m., Saturday, May 14, 1960.) 
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Pusiic Law 601, ConGress 


The legislation under which the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities operates is Public Law 601, 79th Congress [1946]; 60 Stat. 
812, which provides: 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of 
America in Congress assembled, * * * 


PART 2—RULES OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Rute X 
SEC. 121. STANDING COMMITTEES 
* * * * * * * 
17. Committee on Un-American Activities, to consist of nine Members. 
Rute XI 
POWERS AND DUTIES OF COMMITTEES 
* * * * * * * 


(q) (1) Committee on Un-American Activities. 

(A) Un-American activities. 

(2) The Committee on Un-American Activities, as a whole or by subcom- 
mittee, is authorized to make from time to time investigations of (i) the extent, 
character, and objects of un-American propaganda activities in the United States, 
(ii) the diffusion within the United States of subversive and un-American propa- 
ganda that is instigated from foreign countries or of a domestic origin and attacks 
the principle of the form of government as guaranteed by our Constitution, and 
(iii) all other questions in relation thereto that would aid Congress in any necessary 
remedial legislation. 

The Committee on Un-American Activities shall report to the House (or to the 
Clerk of the House if the House is not in session) the results of any such investi- 
gation, together with such recommendations as it deems advisable. 

For the purpose of any such investigation, the Committee on Un-American 
Activities, or any subcommittee thereof, is authorized to sit and act at such 
times and places within the United States, whether or not the House is sitting, 
has recessed, or has adjourned, to hold such hearings, to require the attendance 
of such witnesses and the production of such books, papers, and documents, and 
to take such testimony, as it deems necessary. Subpenas may be issued under 
the signature of the chairman of the committee or any subcommittee, or by any 
member designated by any such chairman, and may be served by any person 
designated by any such chairman or member. 


* * * * * 
Rute XII 
LEGISLATIVE OVERSIGHT BY STANDING COMMITTEES 


Sec. 136. To assist the Congress in appraising the administration of the laws 
and in developing such amendments or related legislation as it may deem neces- 
sary, each standing committee of the Senate and the House of Representatives 
shall exercise continuous watchfulness of the execution by the administrative 
agencies concerned of any laws, the subject matter of which is within the juris- 
diction of such committee; and, for that purpose, shall study all pertinent reports 
and data submitted to the Congress by the agencies in the executive branch of 
the Government. 


v 


RULES ADOPTED BY THE 86TH CONGRESS 


House Resolution 7, January 7, 1959 
Ruts X 


STANDING COMMITTEES 
1. There shall be elected by the House, at the commencement of each Con- 


gress, 
* * s * 
(q) Committee on Un-American Activities, to consist of nine Members. 
Rutz XI 
POWERS AND DUTIES OF COMMITTEES 
* * * 


18. Committee on Un-American Activities. 

(a) Un-American activities. 

(b) The Committee on Un-American Activities, as a whole or by subcommittee, 
is authorized to make from time to time investigations of (1) the extent, char- 
acter, and objects of un-American propaganda activities in the United States, 
(2) the diffusion within the United States of subversive and un-American prop- 
aganda that is instigated from foreign countries or of a domestic origin and 
attacks the principle of the form of government as guaranteed by our Constitu- 
tion, and (3) all other questions in relation thereto that would aid Congress 
in any necessary remedial legislation. 

The Committee on Un-American Activities shall report to the House (or to the 
Clerk of the House if the House is not in session) the results of any such investi- 
gation, together with such recommendations as it deems advisable. 

For the purpose of any such investigation, the Committee on Un-American 
Activities, or any subcommittee thereof, is authorized to sit and act at such times 
and places within the United States, whether or not the House is sitting, has 
recessed, or has adjourned, to hold such hearings, to require the attendance 
of such witnesses and the production of such books, papers, and documents, and 
to take such testimony, as it deems necessary. Subpenas may be issued under 
the signature of the chairman of the committee or any subcommittee, or by any 
member designated by any such chairman, and may be served by any person 
designated by any such chairman or member. 


26. To assist the House in appraising the administration of the laws and in 
developing such amendments or related legislation as it may deem necessary, 
each standing committee of the House shail exercise continuous watchfulness 
of the execution by the administrative agencies concerned of any laws, the subject 
matter of which is within the jurisdiction of such committee; and, for that 
purpose, shall study all pertinent reports and data submitted to the House by 
the agencies in the executive branch of the Government. 
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THE NORTHERN CALIFORNIA DISTRICT OF THE 
COMMUNIST PARTY 
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(Part 3) 


SATURDAY, MAY 14, 1960 


Unrrep Srares House or RePresENTATIVES, 
SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE 
CoMMITTEE ON Un-American ACTIVITIES, 
San Francisco, Calif. 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 


The subcommittee of the Committee on Un-American Activities 
met, pursuant to recess, at 9:30 a.m., in the Supervisors Chambers, 
City Hall Building, San Francisco, Calif., Hon. Edwin E. Willis 
(chairman of the subcommittee), presiding. 

Subcommittee members present: Representatives Edwin E. Willis, 
of Louisiana; August E. Johansen, of Michigan; and Gordon H. 
Scherer, of Ohio. 

Staff members present: Richard Arens, staff director; William A. 
Wheeler, investigator; and Fulton Lewis ITI, research analyst. 

Mr. Wiis. The subcommittee will please come to order. 

We are glad to have with us this morning our colleague from Ohio, 
Representative Gordon Scherer. 

{r. Scherer is a member of the full committee, and due to the inabil- 
ity ? Mr. Moulder, of Missouri, to be here, he was designated in his 
stead. 

However, Mr. Scherer was delayed in coming to the hearing. It 
looked as though yesterday we might have to go over until Monday. 
We asked him to pee come to San Francisco. However, last night 
we had a rather late session and heard quite a number of witnesses. 
It is quite definite that we will not go over until Monday, but will 
the hearings today. 

evertheless, we are very happy to have with us today as a member 
of the subcommittee, our friend and colleague from Ohio, Mr. 
Gordon Scherer. 
Will you proceed Mr. Arens? 
Mr. Arens. Mr. Prussion, will you kindly resume the witness chair. 


TESTIMONY OF KARL PRUSSION—Resumed 


Mr. Arens. You were sworn yesterday on this record ? 

Mr. Prussion. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Prussion, yesterday in the course of your testimony 
you stated in essence, among other things, that the Communist opera- 
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tion now on American soil, in your judgement, based upon your back- 
ground and experience in the Communist Party, was more serious and 
more deadly and menacing than ever before in the history of this 
Nation. 

Two obvious questions would then come to mind. Why would you, 
then, as a patriot who was serving in this conspiratorial force at the 
behest of your Government get out of the Communist Party? Why 
wouldn’t you stay in the force if it is so serious at this time? 

Mr. Prussion. I came to the conclusion while I was working 
to the best of my ability in the interests of the preservation of our 
democratic form of government, by being an informant for the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, I realized that the manner in 
which America was fighting communism was indeed an utter and com- 
plete failure. 

I watched the Communist International gain more and more 
eect and I watched the freedom-loving world retreat step by step 

fore the Soviet onslaught. 

I felt, in view of the fact that the Communists were having consider- 
able success with their deceitful peace campaigns and coexistence cam- 
paign, that millions of Americans were becoming victims of this 
deceit, and I believed that I could serve my country much better by 
leaving the services of the Federal Bureau of Investigation and doing 
what I can to try to change, in my small way, the complacency and 
indifference of our citizenry to this menace. 

I felt that this complacency and indifference should be changed 
to an acute awareness of the danger, and that this acute awareness 
should express itself by our citizenry in proper, effective legislation to 
contain, pigeonhole, and destroy this menace in our midst. This is 
why I left at this time. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Prussion, I have a few areas of inquiry which I 
should like to pursue with you. We were unable to cover them yester- 


ay. 

The first is this: With respect to the number and effectiveness of the 
Communists in the United States, you stated yesterday that there are 
people who are Communists under Communist discipline, but that 
pe do not have technical affiliation with the Communist Party as 
such. 

I would like to ask you a few general questions. 

In the first place, based upon your information as a recent mem- 
ber of the Communist Party, how many members are there of this 
formal entity who now maintain a technical relationship with the en- 
tity known as the Communist Party, roughly speaking? What is 
your best estimate ? 

Mr. Prusston. My best testimony would be that the national mem- 
bership of the Communist Party at this moment would be approxi- 
mately 10,000. 

Mr. Arens. How many Communists are submitting themselves to 
Communist discipline, who are in the operation as dedicated Commu- 
— a who do not have technical relationship to the Communist 

arty 

How many are there in the nonformal membership category ? 

Mr. Prussion. In my testimony yesterday, I said that that type 
of membership is equal to the actual formally enrolled membership in 


the Communist Party. 
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So you have an additional 10,000 members who are active Commu- 
nists. 

Mr. Arens. Would it be a fair approximation to say that there are, 
in your judgment, based upon your experience, approximately 20,000 
Communists under Communist discipline at the present time on Ameri- 
can soil ? 

Mr. Prusston. That would be a modest figure; yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. That would be far in addition to a division of troops, 
that is, in numerical strength? 

Mr. Prussion. That is correct, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Tell us, if you please, then, why you have concluded 
that these 20,000 Communists constitute a menace, or are more threat- 
ening now than ever before in a population of 180 million people. 
Surely, someone would ask, “Twenty thousand people of a perneusr 

olitical vein, a particular political concept, a particular idea would 
ave no appreciable impact in a society of 180 million people.” 

What is your response to that inquiry based upon your intimate 
experience in the hard core of this operation ? 

fr. Prusston. My experience within the ranks of the conspiracy 
definitely indicates that individual Communists are capable, under 
certain conditions, of leading hundreds and thousands on certain 
issues, and that it is through their infiltration, especially in various 
mass organizations, as they call them, that they are able to motivate 
and move people in what they call the class struggle. 

Numbers are not too important insofar as membership is con- 
cerned in the Communist Party. There are many prospective little 
Castros in the Communist Party in the United States and many pros- 
pective little Lenins in the Communist Party in the United States. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Prussion, during the course of your work in the 
Communist Party, you told us that you were subjected to certain 
courses, attended certain training schools, and were taught and prac- 
ticed as a comrade, first, as a sympathetic comrade and later as an 
undercover agent for the FBI, that you were taught certain tech- 
niques, certain strategies, and tactics to be used as a trained agent 
of the conspiracy. 

Can you give us, please, sir, a word about the techniques of the 
Communists, in what those of us in this work call provocation to 
violence? 

Did you have a training and did you have experience in that type 
of activity ? 

Mr. Prussion. I had considerable training in provocation to vio- 
lence. The Communist Party, being, of course, a party of Lenin, 
believes that it should use legal methods and illegal methods to con- 
clude a certain situation. It uses violence and it uses peaceful meth- 
ods, either one. 

The purpose of the Communist Party is to raise what it calls the 
class-conscious level of the working class, and it is its purpose to 
educate the working class through incidents such as we had here 
yesterday, in methods and techniques of class struggle. 

I believe that all of those present here yesterday witnessed a tech- 
nique gong, by by the Communist Party. 

r, Arens. Do the Communists in the attainment of their goals 
actually desire to see strife, actually desire to see bloodshed ? 
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Mr. Prussion. In this particular situation, as we are experiencing 
it in the last few days, the Communist Party has tried every possible 
eaceful method, thrvuph petition, organization meetings, and so 
orth, to stop the hearings of the Committee on Un-American 
Activities. 

In this they have failed and, as a result they resorted to this spec- 
tacle that many witnessed here, of trying to close the hearings of a 
legally constituted body of our Government through force and vio- 
lence, such as demonstrated by their leader yesterday, Archie Brown. 

Mr. Arens. Now, sir, during the course of your training and your 
experience in the Communist Party, did eon receive any instructions, 
any pattern of activity, which the comrades were to use with reference 
to the Committee on Un-American Activities, and what, in general, 
was and is the objective of the conspiracy toward this committee ? 

Mr. Prusston. Well, at all times one of the major targets, and at 
this time, of course, the major target of the Communist Party, is 
the Committee on Un-American Activities, because the committee, 
they feel, is the biggest stumbling block that they have at this time in 
their effort to break out in a full-fledged Communist operation of 
peaceful methods and violent methods in their efforts to overthrow 
our Government by force and violence. 

Mr. Arens. Is this just your conclusion as a student of communism, 
or is it your conclusion, based i your experience in the operation, 
mr your directives which you have received from other com- 
rades 

Mr. Prussion. It is a combination of all, from my training and 
education and experience and directives on situations pertaining to the 
Committee on Un-American Activities. 

Mr. Arens. Give us a word about this breakout technique which 
you alluded to a moment ago, which you say is now in process by the 
ge on American soil. 

r. Prussion. The greatest stimulant that the Communist Party of 
the United States has ever received has been the recent visit by Mr. 
Khrushchev who came here with a dove of peace in one hand and a 
dlagger in the other hand. 

ne of his motives in coming here was to stimulate, arouse, and build 
the Communist Party and the activities of the Communist Party in 
the United States. 

Mr. Arens. Were you instructed in that vein while you were in the 
Communist Party prior to the time that Khrushchev set foot on 
American soil ? 

Mr. Prusston. I was not in the Communist Party when Khrushchev 
set foot on American soil. 

However, during the period up until the time I dropped out of the 
conspiracy, the motivations of Khrushchev’s visit hare were well 
known and talked about within the ranks of the Communist Party. 

Every Communist in the United States knew the reasons why Khru- 
shchev came here, as well as Khrushchev himself. 

Mr. Arens. Give us a word more, sir, about this breakout technique. 
Is this what you alluded to yesterday when you were characterizing 
infiltration of mass organizations by the comrades? 

Mr. Prusston. The new policy of the Communist Party, and the 
always come up with new policies—their dialectical materialism tells 
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them “new times, new songs, new conditions, new activities’—at the 
last meeting of the Communist International the Communist Party of 
the United States came back with directives to use an all-out effort of 
infiltration into all mass organizations in an effort to, as they say, 
a ag America socially, economically, politically, against monopoly 
capita 
is is their program today, and this is the program whereby they 

are ipfiligatings and I believe’ at this time successfully, hundreds of 
organizations throughout our country. . 

r, Arens. Mr. Prussion, give us a word, please, about your experi- 
ence in the Communist Party in provocations to violence and assess- 
ment of the ensuing violence by the comrades in their conduits of 
public expression, and what they call police brutality. 

Mr. Prusston. Do you want me to give you a specific example of 
what I experienced ? 

Mr. Arens. I wish you would; yes, sir. 

Mr. Prussion. Forty members of the Communist Party had infil- 
trated the Packard Motor Car Company in 1934. The Communist 
Party at that time decided to see how effective those forty members 
could be in influencing the workers in the plant. 

A strike was provoked by these forty members; the plant was shut 
down; picket lines were 4 Giang around the plant, with no obvious 
reason for a strike whatsoever. 

The strike continued for about four days, and it was obvious that the 
strike was to be lost. 

I attended a meeting of the Industrial Commission of the Commu- 
nist Party, and at this meeting one Nat Ganley stated—— 

Mr. Arens. Was hea comrade? 

Mr. Prusston. He was a member of the National Committee of the 
Communist Party at that time. 

Mr. ARENs. All right, sir. 

Mr. Prussion. He stated, in essence, as follows: 

It is obvious that we are going to lose the strike, but we have shown the 
effectiveness of the Communist Party in being able to call out all the workers. 
But in order to bring this strike to a proper conclusion there will have to be 
violence and bloodshed on the picket line tomorrow morning. Without that, we 
cannot hope to arouse public interest and support, we cannot hope to embarrass 
the local government through bitter complaints—police brutality, and so on. 

Bloodshed and violence did take place that next morning. 

Mr. Arens. Was he alluding to boodsiad and violence of the com- 
rades? Keb he suggesting that the bloodshed be the bloodshed of his 
own people 

Mr. Prusston. The bloodshed and the violence, of course, included 
some Communists, but in the main it was quite a bloody battle in 
which innocent victims suffered as a result of this violence. 

Mr. Arens. Was he calling for bloodshed and violence for the sake 
of bloodshed and violence, or to obtain an objective, or for propaganda 


r. Prusston. He called for bloodshed and violence in this instance 
because he felt that this was an opportunity to arouse the indignation 
of the citizenry against the management and against the government 
of the city, and what they later called police brutality, sadism, et 
cetera, very similar to the provocation that we had here in San Fran- 
cisco yesterday. 
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Mr. Arens. Based upon your background and experience in the 
Communist operation, what can be expected in the Communist press 
and through the Communist channels, and in the form of Communist 
expressions with respect to the violence which took place here yester- 


day ? 

Mr. Prussion. The Communist press will carry out a campaign of 
vilification of the Committee on Un-American Activities. 

They will hurl invectives ; they will accuse the city of San Francisco 
of police brutality, sadism, denial of democratic rights, and a whole 
series of false accusations will flow from the Communist press and 
all their agencies, through infiltrated organizations, in the interest of 
the Communist Party. They will get well-known people, professors, 
ministers, and others to sign petitions and protests—all to embarrass 
American processes. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest the witness be 
temporarily excused. 

I should like to call now Chief of Police Tom Cahill. 

Chief Cahill, will you kindly come forward and remain standing 
while the chairman administers the oath. 

Mr. Wiis. Please raise your right hand. 

Do you solemnly swear that the testimony you are about to give to 
this subcommittee, will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but 
the truth, so help you God. 

Mr. Cantu. Lao. 


TESTIMONY OF THOMAS CAHILL, CHIEF, SAN FRANCISCO POLICE 
DEPARTMENT, CITY AND COUNTY OF SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF. 


Mr. Arens. Kindly identify yourself by name, residence, and oc- 

cupation. 
fr. Canty. Thomas Cahill, chief of police of the Police Depart- 

ment of the city and county of San Francisco. I live at 248 Seven- 
teenth Avenue, San Francisco. 

Mr. Arens. How long have you been chief of police of this city? 

Mr. Cant. Since September 1948. 

Mr. Arens. And can you give us—although it ought to be obvious on 
the record—the general nature of your duties and responsibilities ? 

I think your title probably would cover that, but you might give us 
a word about that, please, sir. 

Mr. Cautix. To enforce the laws, that is, the penal laws, over which 


we have es in the city and county of San Francisco, and, of 
course, all of us as law enforcement officers have the duty to maintain 
law and order. 


Mr. Arens. Chief, the gentleman who just preceded you to the 
sand, Mr. Prussion, served for a number of years in the Communist 

arty. 

First of all, for a number of years as a dedicated Communist and, 
thereafter, for a number of years as an undercover agent of the Fed- 
eral Bureau of Investigation, after he had broken from the Com- 
munist Party, severed his ideological affinity to the party. 

He testified, which I can say is just confirmation of testimony we 
have received elsewhere, that part of the Communist strategy and 
technique is to incite violence, part of the Communist tactic is to incite 
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the use of force so that the Communists can, in turn, attempt to turn 
the tables on the enforcement agencies, complain of police brutality, 
and complain of arbitrary action by the committees such as the Com- 
mittee on Un-American Activities and the like. 

I think that is a fair summary of the testimony he just gave. I 
don’t believe you were present in the hearing room at that time. 

In view of the fact that he said he can now anticipate a turn of 
tables on the incident of the last day or so, we should like to ask you, 
sir, as the chief law enforcement officer of the city, to give us a brief 
account of the orders and directives which you gave to your officers 
respecting the maintenance of peace and order here in anticipation of 
these hearings, and based upon the information which has been re- 
ported to you by your subordinates in the course of the last 24 hours, 
the essence of the position of the police department here, under your 
jurisdiction, in respect to the neidente in which force was employed 
in the course of the last several hours. 

Mr. Cau. Sir, when we have any proceedings of this type an- 
ticipated, the men in my department make contact with members of 
the committee to start with, and it is ascertained what, if any, trouble 
may be anticipated. 

We then, in turn, deal with those people who are interested from a 
standpoint of protesting, and we attempt to set up an orderly and 
an organized protest system. 

That was done by some of the men in my bureau of detectives in 
dealing with the civil liberties student groups. 

And as a result of that work which was done over a period of possi- 
bly a week, the demonstration at the Union Square, the march to the 
City Hall, and the conduct of the students of that group, or identified 
with that group outside of the City Hall was carried on in an orderly 
manner and we did not have any trouble. 

However, because of the fact that the City Hall is a public build- 
ing, we could not prevent people from coming in and as a result, a 
group of some two hundred—I was not here at the time—estimated at 
some two hundred, gathered outside the hearing room doors. 

It became impossible to get the witnesses in and out of the doors 
because they were crowding against the doors. They became so un- 
ruly that a conference took place at noon to determine what action 
should be taken, and that it would have to be more drastic than had 
been taken. 

During the first day of the hearings, even though the crowd out- 
side had become unnecessarily unruly, their conduct was such that it 
oe the conduct, that is, the normal conduct, of operations in the 

ity Hall. 

owever, we in the police department put up with that situation 
in an effort to be overly fair. 

Yesterday morning, the situation was growing in intensity, tension 
and emotions were running high. There seemed to be no leadership 
whatever to the group who gathered outside the hearing room 
here in contrast to the student group which was under the control 
of some leaders who were able to reason with those young people. 

The group here were infiltrated with individuals who, in some in- 
stances, were older than the average, and who agitated it—— 

Mr. Arens. Were you advised by your subordinates in the secur- 
ity unit that these persons who were older and who were the agitators 
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were persons whom your security officers knew to be members of the 
Communist Party ? 

Mr. Cauii. They told me that a number of those who seemed to 
whip those people in the group into a mob frenzy, were individuals 
who had been hostile and who had testified at the hearing. 

Mr. Arens. As hostile witnesses ? 

Mr. Yes. Someofthem. Not all of them. 

Mr. Arens. Proceed, if you please, sir. 

Mr. Cantti. At noontime yesterday, of course, it had become very 
apparent that additional barriers, in addition to those that had been 
set up yesterday morning, would be necessary. 

However, before that happened an additional 20 men were called 
in to assist the officers directly outside the doors of the hearing. 

Again, no action was taken by the police other than continued pleas 
on the part of Sheriff Carberry and others, to these young people, to 
tone down their conduct and to refrain from interrupting the normal 
proceedings of the City Hall, that we had to have a lawful assemblage 
and that the hearings would have to be not interrupted; were not to 
be interfered with, I should say. 

The whole incident which resulted in violence yesterday was trig- 

ered when, according to my officers who were on the scene, they say 
that a member of the group charged one of my officers assigned to the 
Northern District Station, a police officer in uniform. They took his 
night club away from him, struck him over the head, and the incident 
was triggered which resulted in the police being forced to take the 
necessary action to control the group, to bring the whole situation 
under control, and to restore order. 

The action taken by the men in the police department was not started 
by us. We had put up with a great deal. We were charged with 
the responsibility and it is our sworn duty to maintain law and 
order. We will do that. 

Mr. Arens. Thank you, Chief. 

Mr. Wiis. May I say to the gentleman that we appreciate the 
efficiency, and tolerance, and at the same time the firmness of his 
department, which includes also the department of the sheriff. 

rankly, I only met Chief Cahill yesterday, after the incident he 
referred to. From information that comes to me and to us, his recita- 
tion of the incident and the events leading up to the triggering of the 
unfortunate affair, is accurate. 

That is my understanding; it is our understanding of what 


occurred. 

Neither Chief Cahill nor I was around when the actual physical 
demonstration took place. 

I would like to say especially that I speak not only for this sub- 
committee, but for the full committee, and just as sure as I sit here I 
feel I reflect also the sentiments of the Members of the Congress of 
the United States. It was a very well done job. Chief Cahill, his 
officers, the sheriff and his deputies, deserve, and I tender to all of 
them, the highest commendation possible. 

Proceed Mr. Arens. 
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Mr. Jonansen. Mr. Chairman, I wanted, as the other member of 
the subcommittee who has been here present for the entire proceed- 
ings, to associate myself completely with the statement of the chair- 
man and to express our appreciation to the law enforcement officials 
for the very excellent, restrained, but firm job that they have done. 

Mr. Canty. Mr. Chairman, I want to make this last statement, and 
I want to emphasize the fact, that we at no time have objected to 
orderly, demonstrations. 

This morning there is demonstration in an orderly fashion. It is 
being conducted in the proper way, and we have no problems. 

Had that been maintained yesterday, and if it continues today, | 
see notrouble. It will certainly not be brought about by us. 

Mr. Wiu1s. Thank you very much. 

Mr. Arens. Inspector Maguire, please come forward and remain 
standing while the chairman administers an oath. 

Mr. Witut1s. Please raise your right hand. 

Do you solemnly swear that the testimony you will give before this 
subcommittee, shall be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the 
truth, so help you God? 

Mr. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF MICHAEL J. MAGUIRE, POLICE INSPECTOR, CITY 
AND COUNTY OF SAN FRANCISCO, SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 


Mr. Arens. Please identify yourself by name, residence, and 

occupation 
r. Macurre. My name is Michael J. Maguire. I live at 2647 
Thirty-Sixth Avenue, San Francisco. 

Iam a police inspector, city and county of San Francisco. 

Mr. Arens. Inspector Maguire, were you in charge of a unit of the 
police force which has been operating here in the City Hall in the last 
two or three days, during the hearings of this committee? 

Mr. Macurre. At times I wasin charge. Yesterday I wasin charge. 

Mr. Arens. Did you, in the course of the discharge of your duties 
in City Hall, observe the activities among the young people who had 
been assembled here in the hall, by certain people who were known by 
you from confidential sources to be members of the Communist Party / 

(At this point Mr. Johansen left the hearing room.) 

Mr. Macutre. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Did you see agitational activities among the young peo- 
> by po Brodsky, who was ejected twice from this committee 

earin 

Mr. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Did you see agitational activities among the young peo- 
ple by Archie Brown, who likewise has been identified as a member 
of the Communist Party and who likewise has been twice ejected from 
this hearing room because of his disturbances of the proceedings? 

Mr. Macurre. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Did you see among the young people, Frank Wilkinson ? 

Mr. Macuire. No, sir; I can’t truthfully answer that one. 

Mr. Arens. Did you know that Frank Wilkinson has been in town 
in the course of the last several days? 

Mr. Macurre. Yes, sir; we did. 
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Mr. Arens. Do you know that Frank Wilkinson has been repeated] 
identified under oath before this committee as a member of the hard- 
core of the Communist Party, and that the Committee on Un-Ameri- 
can Activities has issued a report entitled “Operation Abolition,” in 
which it is revealed that Frank Wilkinson has responsibility of the 
conspiracy to direct the activities of the Emergency Civil Liberties 
Committee and of an organization known as the Citizens Committee 
To Preserve American Freedoms, with the avowed objective of the 
party of discrediting the Committee on Un-American Activities and 
attempting to discredit the Federal Bureau of Investigation and its 
great director, J. Edgar Hoover? 

Are you aware of that? 

Mr. Macuire. Yes, sir; Iam. 

Mr. Arens. Are you aware of the fact that Harry Bridges, of the 
International Longshoremen’s Union, has arrived in this community 
and was yesterday participating in the affairs in the hall? 

Mr. Macutre. i dia not observe him participating, but I arrived 
shortly after he was creating a scene. 

Mr. Arens. Did you observe Sally Sweet participating as an agita- 
tional force among the young people? 

Mr. Macuire. No, sir; I did not. 

Mr. Arens. Did you observe Ralph Izard participating in agita- 
tional activities among the young people ? 

Mr. Macutre. No, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Are there any others whose names come to your mind 
at the moment whom you know from your security information to be 
members of the Communist Party who were participating in agita- 
tional activities among the young people? 

(At this point Mr. Johansen returned to the hearing room.) 

Mr. Macurre. No, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Thank you very much. 

Mr. Wiis. Inspector, you are included among the highest of the 
deserving ones in the remarks I made a while ago concerning your 
chief. Weappreciate your cooperation, and you, particularly, the day 
before yesterday, took a very prominent, active and admirable part. 

Weare very grateful to you. 

Mr. Arens. The next witness, if you please, Mr. Chairman, will be 
Tillman H. Erb. 

Mr. Erb, please come forward. 

Please remain standing while the chairman administers an oath. 

Mr. Wiis. Please raise your right hand. 

Do you solemnly swear that the testimony you shall give before this 
subcommittee, shall be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the 
truth, so help you God ? 

Mr. Ers. do. 

Mr. Eptses. May we have the lights turned off, please? 

Mr. Wiis. Yes. 


TESTIMONY OF TILLMAN H. ERB, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 
BERTRAM EDISES 


Mr. Arens. Kindly identify yourself by name, residence, and occu- 
pation. 

Mr. Ers. My name is Tillman Erb. I reside at 336 Kings Drive, 
Campbell, California. I am a school teacher. 
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Mr. Arens. You are appearing today in response to a subpena which 
was served upon you by this committee / 

Mr. Erp. I did not understand the question. 

Mr. Arens. You are appearing in response to a subpena which was 
served upon you by this committee ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Erp. Yes, the answer is I was served. 

Mr. Arens. And you are represented by counsel ? 

Mr. Ers. Iam represented by counsel. 

Mr. Arens. Counsel, kindly identify yourself on this record. 

Mr. Epises. Bertram Edises, Oakland, California. 

Mr. Ers. At this time, Mr. Chairman, may I make a statement 
for personal privilege ? 

r. Wituis. Pardon? 

Mr. Ers. A statement of very important personal privilege? 

Mr. Wins. We will develop the facts on the basis of questions and 
answers in the regular order. Proceed. : 2 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Erb, how long have you lived in California or in 
this general area ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel. 

Mr. Ere. In answer to that question, I wish again to request this 
committee personal] to relieve me of the ordeal of this inquiry because 
of my wife’s serious heart condition. 

When I received the subpena to appear before this committee, last 
June, she suffered a heart attack and was hospitalized. 

During the past year, her condition has steadily deteriorated be- 
cause of the necessity for a year-long search for a position and the 
security and the work for which I have been trained and in which 
I have devoted 30 years of my life. 

This committee has received letters from two of her physicians, 
testifying to the commitment and the uncertainty of my appearance 
at these hearings, that it would have on her physical condition. I 
most earnestly request that you do not endanger her life further. 

I might further add that the faculty of my school yesterday sent 
a telegram to the chairman of this committee to the same effect. 

Mr. Arens. She is not in the hearing room, is she, Mr. Erb? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Erp. Yes, she is here. 

Mr. Wituts. That puts a different complexion on it. You seem 
to want to expose her to the things you want to save her from. You 
have been summoned, you are here now. We must proceed. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Erb, did you live in Denver, Colorado, prior to the 
time that you moved to California ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Ere. Mr. Chairman, before I answer that question, I would 
like to state to the committee that I am ready and willing to answer 
questions pertaining to my life and activities regarding myself, 
personally. 

Mr. Wiiu1s. What is the question ? 

Mr. Arens. I asked him if he lived in Denver, Colorado, before he 
lived out here. 

Mr. Wiiu1s. You are ordered 

Mr. Erp. For myself, personally, on condition that no questions 
will be asked me regarding any persons or associations. 

56597—60—pt. 2—2 
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Mr. Wiis. You answered the question. If that is your answer, 
proceed. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Ers. I repeat my offer that I will answer any of these questions 
pertaining to my life and activities regarding myself personally, on 
condition that—— 

Mr. Wus. I have ordered you to answer the question. You have 
not answered it. 

Counsel, proceed with the next question. 

Mr. Arens. The next question is the first question which he didn’t 
answer. 

How long have you lived in this area, in California. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Ens. I take it from what you say that you are rejecting my 
request, my offer to talk about myself ? 

Mr. Arens. Kindly answer the question. You can talk about how 
long you lived here. That would be a start in the direction. 

How long have you lived here in California? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Ers. Well, since you refuse me the privilege of answering only 
questions pertaining to myself, I will in no circumstances be an in- 
former; you now force me to stand on my constitutional right of not 
being compelled to testify as a witness against myself. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Erb, did you run for Congress from a congressional 
district in Denver back in 1950? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Ers. You now have my answer to these questions. It will be 
the same answer to any other question you may give. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Erb, I have in my hand 

Mr. Wuuis. That is not an answer. 

Do ‘ee mean you decline to answer for the same reason you have 
given 

Mr. Ere. I am standing on my constitutional right of not being 
compelled to testify as a witness against myself. 

r. Witus. All right. 

Mr. Arens. I have in my hand a photostatic reproduction of the 

Rocky Mountain News of October 20, 1950. I should like to read it 


to you, then I expect to interrogate you with reference to the facts 
revealed in this article. 


Congress Candidate Erb Denies Any Ties With Reds 


Tillman H. Erb, independent candidate for Denver’s congressional seat, yes- 
terday denied that he is in any way associated with the Communist Party after 
the question had been raised by a group of persons who had signed his petition 


for nomination. 

The signers, in a letter to the candidate, said that “rumors have come to our 
attention that as a candidate for Congress, you are acting as a front for the 
Communist Party.” 

They asked that “in all fairness to us and others who signed your petition at 
face value, that you openly disassociate yourself from the aims of Russian 


imperialism in the Far Bast and Europe, and the role of the Communist Party 
on the American scene.” 
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The letter was signed by— 
and I will skip their names, but it is a number of people. 

In his categorical denial of the question, Mr. Erb stated “I am not associated 
with any Communist or Communist front organization and I never have been.” 

“Anyone who opposes our bipartisan foreign policy in anyway is liable to that 
charge these days,” he said. 

In announcing his candidacy Sept. 23, the former South High School history 
teacher sent a telegram to President Truman calling for the issue of a cease 
fire order in Korea, the withdrawal of all foreign troops there and admission 
of Korea into the United Nations. 


* * * * * 

Mr. Erb has taken a leave of absence from his teaching position while cam- 
paigning for election to Congress. 

Mr. Erb, I ask you, sir, when you, as reported in this Rocky Moun- 
News, stated “I am not associated with any Communist or Communist 
a Na sake tas and I never have been,” were you then telling the 
trut. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Ers. Mr. Chairman, since you have sources that you have just 
read which are from highly reliable sources, I can see no pertinency 
to asking me to verify this. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Ers. Because you have what you claim are highly reliable 


sources. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest now, so that this 
record is clear, the witness be ordered and directed to answer the 
question. 

Mr. Wiis. You have not answered the question. I direct you to 
answer it. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Ers. I refuse to answer on the grounds previously stated. 

i "aaa marked “Erb Exhibit No. 1” and retained in committee 
es. 

Mr. Arens. You were not under oath, not subject to the pains and 
penalties of perjury, Mr. Erb, were you, when you stated, “I am not 
associated with any Communist or Communist front organization and 
I never have been”? 

Mr. Eres. You are just asking the same question in another form, 
and I refuse to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. Arens. Now, Mr. Erb, I have in my hand a photostatic repro- 
duction of a document applying for credentials authorizing public 
peneat avin in California, dated July 5, 1957, signed by Tillman 

Tb. 

_ In the course of this document there appears on oath of allegiance 
in the form of an affidavit : 

I solemnly swear that I will support the Constitution of the United States 


of America, the Constitution of the State of California, and the laws of the 


United States and the State of California, and will by precept and example, 
promote respect for the Flag and the statutes of the United States and of the 
State of California, reverence for law and order, and undivided allegiance to 


the Government of the United States of America. 
On July 5, 1957, at the hour and the minute and the second at which 
you affixed your signature to this application, “Tillman H. Erb,” were 


you then a member of the Communist Party ? 
(The witness conferred with his counsel. ) 


} 
f 
3 
r 
n q 
r 
e 
it 
n 
y 


2096 COMMUNIST PARTY—NORTHERN CALIFORNIA DISTRICT 


Mr. Ere. Before giving a direct answer, I state to you that I do 
not stand second to anyone in my allegiance to the Constitution of 
the United States of America. But in response to your direct ques- 
tion, I will stand on the same grounds as previously stated. 

(Document marked “Erb Exhibit No. 2” and retained in committee 
files. 

4 Arens. Have you been a member, and are you now a member, 
of an organization which is an organization allied with the interna- 
tional Communist operation ¢ 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Ers. Once again I state I am willing to answer questions like 
that if you will accept my offer. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Erb, are you now, at this instant, a member of the 
Communist Party ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Ere. If you will not require me to be a stool pigeon, to any 
people or associations, I will gladly answer that question. 1 repeat 
the offer. 

Mr. Wuuts. I direct you to answer the question. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Wiis. We are inquiring about yourself. 

Mr. Ers. I respectfully decline—— 

Mr. Wits. Nobody else is involved in that question. I direct you 
to answer. 

Mr. Ere. I respectfully decline to answer on the grounds previously 
stated. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that will conclude 
the staff interrogation of this witness. 

Mr. Wiuts. The witness is excused. 

Mr. Arens. The next witness, if you please, Mr. Chairman, will be 
Mr. Archie Brown. 

Please come forward and remain standing while the chairman ad- 
ministers an oath. 

Mr. Wiis. Please raise your right hand. 

You do solemnly swear that the testimony you are about to give 
will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help 
you God ? 

Mr. Brown. I do that. 

Mr. Anversen. Ask them to turn off those lights, Archie. 
io Brown. Mr. Chairman, can we shift the lights a bit, just shift 
them. 

Mr. Wis. Yes, if that is your desire. 

Mr. ANnvERSEN. Can’t we have the lights off? Well, that is a lot 
better. 

Mr. Wits. Proceed. 


TESTIMONY OF ARCHIE BROWN, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 
GEORGE R. ANDERSEN 


Mr. Arens. Kindly identify yourself by name, residence, and oc- 
cupation. 
r. Brown. My name is Archie Brown. I live at 1027 Brussels 
Street, San Francisco; I am a longshoreman. 
I want to state, Mr. Chairman, that—— 


C- 


Is 
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Mr. Wiuts. We will develop the story on a question-and-answer 
basis. 

Mr. Arens. You are here today in response to a subpena which 

was served upon you by this committee ? 

Mr. Brown. I want to tell this committee—— 

Mr. Arens. You are appearing today in response to a subpena 
which was served upon you by this committee ? 

Mr. Brown. My family is being threatened— 

Mr. Arens. Are you appearing today in response to a subpena 
which was served upon you by this committee ? 

Mr. Chairman, ps request that the witness be ordered and di- 
rected to answer the question. 

Mr. Wits. I direct you to answer that question. 

Mr. Arens. Are you appearing today in response to a subpena 
served upon you by this committee ? 

Mr. Brown. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Are you represented by counsel ? 

Mr. Brown. Yes. 

Mr. Arens Counsel, kindly identify yourself. 

Mr. Anpersen. George Andersen. 

Mr. Arens. When and where were you born ? 

Mr. Brown. Mr. Chairman, I want to state—— 

Mr. Wius. I direct you to answer the question. That is the only 
way we can proceed orderly. 

Mr. Brown. I was subpenaed here. 

Mr. Arens. Where and when were you born, sir? 

Mr. Brown. I was subpenaed here and my family—— 

Mr. Wituts. Proceed with the next question. 

Mr. Arens. Kindly give us, if you please, sir, a word about your 
education. 

Mr. Brown. I was born in Sioux City, Iowa. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest the witness now 
be ordered and directed to answer the outstanding principal question. 

Mr. Brown. What is the outstanding principal question ? 

Mr. Arens. The outstanding principal question is: Where and 
when were you born ? 

Mr. Brown. I already said. 

Mr. Arens. Give us, then, please, a word about your education. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Brown. Mr. Chairman, I want to read a statement and make 
a motion relative to the relevance—will I not be allowed to make a 
statement here? Is this just going to be a kangaroo court where I 
cannot defend myself at all, Mr. Chairman ? 

Mr. Wits. I direct you to answer the question ? 

Mr. Brown. How come I cannot read this statement ? 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest the witness now 
be ordered and directed to answer the question respecting his educa- 
tion. 

Mr. Wiis. I will now do it for the second time. 

Mr. Brown. Let me consult with my attorney. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Brown. My education consisted of the grade school and most 
of junior high school in Sioux City, Iowa, and in the school of hard 
knocks, which I am quite a graduate of. 
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Now, I want to make a motion to disqualify the committee. 

Mr. Arens. Did you receive—— 

Mr. Brown. I wish to make a motion to disqualify the committee. 

Mr. Arens. You may file the motion. We will be glad to have you 
file the motion. 

Mr. Brown. I will read it. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, the witness should be advised that the 
rules of this committee permit him to file any motion of this kind for 
consideration by the committee. 

Mr. Brown. I want to read a statement, my statement, and make 
a motion. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest the witness be 
admonished that he will either conduct himself in an orderly manner 
or he will be removed from the hearing room. 

Mr. Wuuis. Under the rule of the committee, you may file that 
paper with our director at this time, if you wish to. 

fr. Brown. I wish to read this statement. 

Mr. Wits. That is the end of it. 

Proceed, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Brown. I wish to read this statement. How come you are 
bridling me? I want to express my position here. 

Mr. Arens. I suggest the witness be admonished that he will either 
conduct himself in an orderly manner or be removed, for the third 
time. 

Mr. Brown. Mr. Chairman, I was subpenaed here not as a willing 
witness, and I want to defend myself. You have no right not to let 
me read this statement. 

Mr. Wits. You may file the paper, but you may not read it. 

Mr. Brown. I want to read my statement if Coie a motion. Be- 
fore the House of Representatives of the United States—— 

Mr. Wiis. I direct you, sir, to escort the witness outside the court- 
room. 

Mr. Brown. Pursuant to amendment 14 of the Constitution—— 

(Witness was removed from the hearing room.) 

Mr. Wiu1s. Call your next witness, Mr. Arens. 

There will be no more demonstrations in the room. You have 
seen me issuing such an order and enforcing it. We are very glad 
to have everybody here. As I said yesterday, it is a privilege to 
have you, you are privileged to be here, to the limit of the capacity 
of this hearing room. You need not agree with what one witness 
says or what another witness says, but we are conducting these hear- 
ings under an order of the United States Congress, and this commit- 
tee represents that branch of the Government of the United States. 
We will not tolerate any demonstration or interference. 

Proceed, Mr. Arens. 

Mr. Arens. The next witness, if your please, Mr. Louis Zeitz. 

Kindly come forward and remain standing while the chairman 
administers an oath. 

Mr. Wits. Please raise your right hand. 

Do you solemnly swear that the testimony you are about to give 
this subcommittee will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing 
but the truth, so help you God. 

Mr. Zerrz. I do, 
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TESTIMONY OF LOUIS ZEITZ, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 
FRANCIS McTERNAN 


Mr. Arens. Kindly identify yourself, sir, by name, residence, and 
occupation. 
; Mr. Zerrz. Louis Zeitz, 39-A, Escondido Village, Stanford, Cali- 
ornia. 
Mr. Arens. Mr. Zeitz, would it be convenient to keep your voice 
up a little, or to get a little closer to the microphone? Thank you. 
You are appearing today in response to a subpena which was 
served upon you by this committee ¢ 
Mr. Zerrz. That is correct. 
Mr. Arens. And you are represented by counsel ? 
Mr. Zeirz. Yes. 
Mr. Arens. Counsel, kindly identify yourself. 
Mr. McTernan. Francis McTernan, 703 Market Street, San 
Francisco. 
Mr. Arens. When and where were you born ? 
Mr. Zerrz. January 22, 1922, Lakewood, N.J. 
Mr. Arens. Give us please a word about your formal education. 
Mr. Zerrz. Formal education? I went to the University of Mich- 
igan for 2 years, the University of Minnesota for 1 year, and Army 
Air Force cadet meteorology training for 9 months—— 
Mr. Arens. I do not mean to interrupt you, but did you receive a 
de from the University of Michigan 
Mr. Zeitz. No, I did not. I enlisted in the Army Air Force. I 
went to meteorology training for 9 months, graduated as a second 
lieutenant, spent 3 years overseas, and came out of the Army as a 
captain. 
hen I went to Berkeley, graduated in physics, and in 1946 did 
graduate work at UCLA, and at present I am a student at Stanford. 
Mr. Arens. I did not hear the last part; you lowered your voice. 
Mr. Zerrz. I ama student at Stanford. 
Mr. Arens. What d do you have? 
Mr. Zerrz. I have a BA degree in physics, from Berkeley. 
Mr. Arens. Do you also have teaching credentials ? 
Mr. Zerrz. I did get a teaching credential in 1950, which I have 
never used. 
Mr. Arens. Have you, except for your travels in the military, 
traveled abroad since you reached adulthood ? 
(The witness conferred with his counsel. ) 
a Arens. Would you kindly keep your voice up a little bit, 
ease 
Mr. What was the outstanding question 
Mr. Arens. Have you traveled abroad, other than your travels in 
the military, since you reached adulthood ¢ 
Mr. Zerrz. What do you mean by abroad ¢ 
Mr. Arens. Outside the continental United States? 
Mr. Zerrz. Only vacation trips to Tia Juana, and a vacation trip 
to Toronto, Canada. 
Mr. Arens. What instructing have you done, Mr. Zeitz? 
Mr. Zerrz. I instructed while I was going to UCLA—I taught 
radio and electronics at a radio-television institute to make money to 
continue my schooling. 
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Mr. Arens. Did you do any instructing in Los Angeles in 1955? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Zerrz. I don’t understand the pertinency of that question. 

Mr. Arens. The pertinency of that question is simply this: that 
among the responsibilities of this committee is to develop factual 
information respecting Communist propaganda. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Zerrz. I still don’t understand what you are driving at. 

Mr. Arens. Were you an instructor for the Communist Party in 
Los Angeles in 1955 in training schools? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Zerrz. I stand on my right to remain silent on questions of 
thought, affiliation, and associations. 

Mr. Arens. Tell usabout your activity. Did you—— 

Mr. Wis. I direct you to answer that question. 

Mr. Zerrz. In response to that direction, this will be my answer: 

I respect the rights of congressional committees to investigate in 
the interests of developing legislation. However, it is obvious, after 
sitting through sessions of this committee, that it has no legislative 

urpose. This committee is an instrument of fear, its goal the estab- 
ishment of conformity of thought. 

This committee may be successful in establishing conformity with 
the aid of clubs and water hoses that were used on the students yester- 
day. But if it is successful in establishing conformity, it will have 
killed Americanism, for Americanism is almost synonymous with 
dissent. The birth of this country is a result of dissent, and that 
which is great in this country came about because we were free to 
dissent. I will take no part in the efforts of this monstrocity to ossify 
people’s minds, to paralyze people with fear. 

Albert Einstein, years ago, as a result of his experience with Nazi 
Germany, warned of this type of committee. In 1953, Einstein stated 
the strength of the Constitution lies entirely in the determination of 
each citizen to defend it. Only if every single citizen feels duty- 
bound to do his share in its defense are the rights secure. 

The intellectuals have a particular influence on the formation of 
public opinion. This is the reason why those who are about to lead 
us toward authoritarian government are particularly concerned with 
muzzling that group. It is, therefore, especially important for the 
intellectuals to do their duty. 

I see this duty in refusing to cooperate in any undertaking that 
violates the constitutional rights of the individual. This holds, in 
particular, for all inquisitions that are concerned with the private life 
and political affiliations of the citizens. 

With the above in mind, I decline to answer the questions, basing 
this declination on the right to remain silent on questions of thought, 
affiliations, and associations guaranteed under the first amendment and 
the privilege of not being compelled to be a witness against oneself 
granted in the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Arens. Now, let’s don’t talk about thought or associations or 
anything of that kind. Just tell us, have you, up to this minute, been 
active as a member of the Communist Party ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Zerrz. The same answer as before. 
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Mr. Arens. Are you now, this very instant, a member of that con- 
spiratorial force that would overthrow the Government of the United 
States by force and violence and that would establish an authoritarian 
government even worse than the Nazis, namely, the Communist dic- 
tatorship ? 

Are you now, this instant, a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Zerrz. The same answer as before. 

Mr. Arens. I would respectfully suggest, Mr. Chairman, that will 
conclude the staff interrogation of this witness. 

Mr. Wituts. The witness is excused. 

Mr. Arens. Sheriff Carberry, would you kindly come forward and 
remain standing while the chairman administers an oath. 

Mr. Wits. Please raise your right hand, Sheriff. 

Do you solemnly swear that the testimony you are about to give be- 
fore this subcommittee, will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing 
but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Carperry. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF MATTHEW C. CARBERRY, SHERIFF, CITY AND 
COUNTY OF SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF. 


Mr. Arens. Please identify yourself by name, residence, and occu- 

ation. 

Mr. Carserry. My name is Matthew C. Carberry, sheriff, city and 
county of San Francisco. 

Mr. Arens. Sheriff Carberry, this morning while you were absent 
from the hearing room, a former undercover agent of the FBI, serv- 
ing in the Communist Party was elucidating on Communist Party 
techniques and activities. 

We asked him to speculate what the Communist Party would be 
doing about the events that occurred, the incidents that occurred, in 
the last day or so. He said that they would, of course, try to portray 
police brutality and arbitrary action and the like. 

Well, that happened here just 30 seconds or so before you took 
the witness arto One who has been identified to us—and who would 
not answer questions, of course—as a Communist, started the technique 
here of assessing the events of the last day or so against the committee, 
against the police, against the law enforcement officers, so that they, 
the Communists, can portray themselves as martyrs when, in fact, 
they are conspirators. 

Wo would like, therefore, to have on this record, in addition to 
the sworn testimony of some several moments ago of the chief of police 
and one of the inspectors, a word from yourself as the sheriff of this 
county with respect to the incidents of the last 2 days so that those 
bon care to know the facts may, when this record is printed, read the 

acts. 

If you will proceed at your own pace, Sheriff, to make your state- 
ment under oath, we would appreciate it. 

Mr. Carserry. Mr. Chairman and members of the committee, the 
only things of which I have knowledge and the only things which I 
can discuss, of course, were the things that I have observed in the last 
2 days under my duties as sheriff of San Francisco. 
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For your information, the sheriff of San Francisco has the prime 
responsibility of maintaining order in the courts. We manage the 
county jails and perform certain civil duties. 

Normally, the arresting process is that of the police department. 
At the request of the committee, we have had assigned to this hearing 
room since the beginning of the hearing, deputy sheriffs whose duty 
has been to preserve order within this courtroom. Obviously, we have 
had and appreciated the complete cooperation of the police depart- 
ment. 

I spent all of my time on Thursday in and about the hearing room, 
in the corridors and rotunda of the City Hall, with one basic thought 
in mind: to preserve peace, to maintain a measure of order and de- 
corum, pursuant to the request which had been made upon us by the 
committee representatives. 

Incidents occurred during those 2 days which I can relate only by 
way of fact and my own personal knowledge, which may be of some 
ne to better judge the incidents that happened in the last 24 

ours. 

On Thursday morning, as the committee well knows, the number 
of persons who sought attendance in this room perhaps exceeded the 
capacity of the room by three to four times. The general nature of 
the room in this building makes it difficult to accommodate large 
groups of persons in the corridor in view of the fact that on Thursday 
and Friday we have busy days here at City Hall, with the taxpayers 
entitled to their full measure of service for the duties which are part 
of a normal civil process. 

The same things hold true for the orderly decorum of our superior 
courts on the fourth floor and municipal courts on the third floor. 

These are the common ordinary routine businesses of city govern- 
ment in San Francisco in these corridors. 

With the desire to maintain order and decorum, I personally 
appealed to those outside in the corridor, on the difficult situation of 
limited capacity, and stated we would do everything in our power to 
accommodate a rotation of persons within the limits that we had. 

There was a reasonable acceptance of that idea by most of the 

rsons outside, with the noise, the clamor, that has been prevailing 

or the last 2 days. 

After a lunch recess about 1:30 p.m., on Thursday—and I might say 
this for the record: there has been a protest nes: by many on the 
fact of admission that the room was inadequate and another protest 
as to limited capacity. I state those only because of the general 
nature of protests. 

Among the group, and I can say this in complete truth, there were 
certain individuals who would not accept any logic or reason. This 
was particularly demonstrated about 1:30 p.m. when a large number 
of—I would say perhaps 100 to 200 persons, of all ages, but in the 
main perhaps between the ages, I would guess, of 18 to 24 or 25—con- 

gated outside the main entrance to these proceedings, this room, and 
in a completely hostile and belligerent attitude made extremely loud 
noises and protests. But among them were certain leaders who as- 
sumed leadership by demanding attention, one in particular whom 
I shall describe—I have not seen him since; I have been looking for 
him out of curiosity. He is about 6 ft. 214 in. dark hair, wearing 
glasses, very lean, perhaps 165 lbs. In age perhaps 23 or 24. 
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This person was leading a hostile group, this group I mentioned of 
100 to 200 persons, outside this proceeding room about 1:30 and mak- 
ing shouts, “Let’s break down the doors. We are American citizens. 
They can’t keep us out.” 

They had already been told that the hall had been filled and the 
capacity was limited. 

r. AreNns. May I interpose this comment, or this question: The 
hall we are meeting in now is the largest hall that is available around 
town; isn’t that correct ? 

Mr. Carperry. It is the largest hall that the city and county has 
for any purpose such as this. 

Mr. Arens. The only other larger place where we could have held 
the hearings would be in the Cow Palace ¢ 

Mr. Carserry. Well, there are other public buildings. 

Mr. Arens. This is the only official building in which we could meet 
to accommodate the maximum number of people; is that right? 

Mr. Carperry. Well, sir, there are larger public baiidines, but 
those buildings are under contract, which takes advance dating. Re- 
ferring to the Civic Auditorium, it would take months of advance 
aca to get into the Civic Auditorium, which is a large public 

uildi 

To = to the incident involved, because I think it points up the fact 
that the police department and the sheriff's department exercised 
restraint, caution, and attention to the rights of all persons involved, 
I am covering the record on the incident which I know personally 
about. 

In my opinion, it appeared that an incipient riot was brewing and 
there was serious danger to life and property. 

Doing a thing which was almost reflex action for me, dressed as I 
am, I moved into this hostile crowd and demanded attention. It was 
not easy to get it. But after patiently listening to the heckling and 
abuse and trying to turn some of it with whatever like remarks, I 
opened by demanding attention for 1 minute, identified myself as 
Matthew Carberry, sheriff, and stated : “I would like to appeal to you. 
I would like to appeal to your reason.” 

These things that Iam mentioning to you are from memory, but only 
as a matter of interest to you. 

I learned later that one of the local, I think it was a radio station, 
had a recording of events that preceded my remarks and all of the 
remarks that I have made, with all of the background sounds that 
took place. I have since heard that and I found it of interest and 
perhaps the committee would be interested. 

I think it taught me some things. I stated to them as calmly as I 
could, and I believe I was quite calm—— 

Mr. Scnerer. Mr. Chairman, may I suggest that the tape recording 
to which the sheriff referred be made a part of the record. 

Mr. Wiis. If it can be spared or if a duplicate can be obtained. 

Mr. Carperry. I would like to say only this: that it came to me as 
a matter of surprise that it feconaud. 

Apgarentiy the reporter was on the scene. It has since been re- 
peated. I know that it is available. It is not my property, but I 
Ev it can be made available. I am interested in it only as a matter 
of fact. 
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Mr. Wuus. I think by all means it should be preserved. We would 
very much like to have one. 

Mr. Scuerer. Whom did you say made the tape? a are 

Mr. Carserry. I think it was one of the local reporters. I think it 
is KCBS. I think his name is James Leonard. I know it is avail- 
able because I was told so. 

Mr. Scuerer. If a copy of that tape can be made available, I move, 
Mr. Chairman, that it be made part of the hearing record in this case. 

(Tape obtained and retained in committee files.) 

Mr. Carperry. In regard to the instance—and I repeat, I had to 
demand and fight for attention and I believe honestly did receive 
rather good attention, despite certain remarks that were made—I 
appealed, as I said, to their reason. I stated that all of the uniformed 
men in these corridors, and at that time there were not a great many, 
were uniformed police and deputy sheriffs in uniform. 

When I was able to demand and receive some attention, enough to 
be heard—and I think the record bears out the fact that I was heard— 
I stated that these uniformed police officers and San Francisco law 
enforcement people were interested in one thing and, under our 
system of American government, they should understand that these 
officers are essentially peace officers, their essential duty is to preserve 
the peace. 

L also stated, because I felt that I was appealing to their reason, I 
stated I felt they were intelligent American citizens. These things 
were happening only, so far as I am concerned, to remove the hostility 
that took place. I stated that we had to respect the rights of congres- 
sional committees to hold their hearings peaceably, even if we dis- 
agreed with them. We had the right to people’s free protest and, 
speaking as a peace officer, if those persons chose to go outside and 
demonstrate in an orderly and legal manner, they would not be in- 
terfered with. 

Other remarks were said along the same direction and they were 
generally accepted, and the persons who were leading this, what I 

lieve to be an incipient riot, which could have been dangerous to 
life and property, they disappeared and the general temper of the 
crowd was at least reduced in noise. 

That was maintained for all of Thursday. 

At the close of the hearing, because there had been considerable 
protests made by persons who claimed that they could not get in, on 
my initiative I asked the chairman of this committee if he would 
accede to a service which I would be able to perform, in having the 
proceedings of this hearing carried out by loud speaker to Civic Center, 
which was the closest place in the area which would provide order and 
. ‘am of disorder for the regular order of business within this 

all. 

The chairman acceded, and on Friday morning and during all of 
esterday’s proceedings, and I believe today, the proceedings here 

ave gone out by public-address system to Civic Center. 

Certain precautions were taken again yesterday morning regarding 
care and order within this building, and there was a large group of 
——— seeking admission yesterday morning inside these proceedings. 

hey were told that the room was crowded, that we would provide 
replacements as vacancies occurred. 
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I might say also, that, in the course of the hostility on Thursday at 
1:30, a gentleman who offered himself as a representative of some of 
the group whom I had never met before, a man by the name of Mr. 
Thomas, who, I believe, is at Styles Hall, University of California, 
was somewhat helpful to me in trying to preserve order on a reason- 
able basis; and I was able to promise, with his cooperation, some 
semblance of order in providing a replacement of persons from their 
group within the proceedings, as vacant seats occurred, and it worked 
out somewhat successfully. 

Friday morning I told the group assembled outside that they would 
be allowed to stand there, if they chose to, so long as they maintained 
peace and order, were not unduly loud or noisy. If they chose to go 
outside and listen to accommodations of the hearing in Civic Center, 
those facilities had been provided for them. 

The general temper of the crowd was orderly, except that there 
were certain individuals—some of whom I can see and remember and 
can find if I choose to do so—who continued to heckle and who con- 
tinued, in my opinion, to excite those assembled. In my opinion, these 
individuals—and I can see them and if they are in the building or 
around the area, I can point them out—refused to accept any element 
of order and deliberately excited the persons who were there, in my 
opinion, in the main, here to seek information. 

The excitement was reasonably controlled until about 12 o’clock on 
Friday, at which time I was officially apprised by one of the police 
inspectors here that Judge Clarence Morris in superior court had 
officially protested to the police department about the loud noise and 
misconduct, which was interfering with the order of superior court. 
I was told a similar protest had been made by the presiding judge of 
municipal court. 

I then proceeded to the rotunda and told all the persons assembled 
there that we were continuing to cooperate to provide access to the 
general public within this building and I was going to intercede again 
with the chairman at noon on that point. 

I also told them that they were now subjecting themselves to the 
possibility of arrest for disturbing the peace, that they were making 
protests about duress of law and they, themselves, were interfering 
with the due process in our superior and municipal courts, and I 
pointed out to them calmly and plainly the facts regarding the physi- 
cal occupancy of this building. 

One in particular, and I can recall him distinctly, said, “Why don’t 
they adjourn the courts today. We want to get in. Cut out every- 
thingelse. This is the only thing that is important.” 

I mention this for one reason only, that this did not reflect the 
general temper of the crowd, but it did reflect the temper of certain 
individuals who continued to excite the crowd to, apparently, some 
act or incident. 

These are the facts only as I saw them, as I know them. 

One other point. I left this building about 12:15 for lunch. I had 
been in it all day the previous day and was in it all of yesterday ex- 
cept for lunch recess. I was back about 1:25, so I did not see any of 
the incidents that took place during the interlude. 

T did, however, approach again the chairman of this committee, 
again with the desire of preserving peace. I stated that was the 
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basic job that all of these officers had done. That was why no arrests 
were om, perhaps, in the preceding day, but order was being main- 
tained. 

The Chair stated he would cooperate fully to provide a general 
admission to the limits of this building, within whatever reason could 
be provided. 

nfortunately, when we returned to this building at about 1:25 p.m., 
the incidents which we all know had already taken place. This room 
had already been filled. It was crowded to capacity. 

During the ensuing afternoon we maintained order within it, re- 
placing vacant seats on a first-come, first-served basis. 

These are the facts only as I know them. 

As to the activities of this committee, I assure you I have nothing 
to say. 

Mr. Wuuss. Sheriff, I a aura myself a while ago about the fine 
work that you and your deputies and others did. I want to now 
repeat them in your presence. 

might say, when you say you were at lunch and did not witness 
the demonstration here, you happened to have been eating lunch with 
me and we were talking about the plan of having an exchange of 
seats, if the crowd wanted that to try to be as reasonable as possible. 

Mr. Carperry. For the record as well, sir, I would like to state 
that my particular reason, aside from the pleasant company involved, 
was to see you for the purpose of continuing to provide order in here. 

Mr. Wiuts. That is right. That is why we had lunch together, 
to discuss it. 

Let me just say this, as we must proceed: 

One of the great living Americans in my book is Sam Rayburn. 
He told me once that the bait quality, the one word that describes the 
best quality of a man is a man of judgment, and I regard you as a man 
of porseny and good judgment. You handled yourself admirably 
well, 

Mr. Carserry. Thank you. 

Mr. Jonansen. Mr. Chairman, before the sheriff leaves, I want 
again, in his presence, to associate myself with the statements which 
the chairman made and to express my appreciation in behalf of the 
committee and the Con ‘ 

Mr. Carserry. Thank you. 

Mr. Wis. I believe the reporter’s fingers are probably getting a 
little tired, so we will take a brief recess. 

(A short recess was taken. Present in the hearing room, Repre- 
sentatives Willis, Scherer, and Johansen. 

Mr. Wuus. The subcommittee will be in order, please. 

Call your next witness. 

Mr. Arens. Thomas Grabor, please come forward and remain stand- 
ing while the chairman administers an oath. 

r. Wixuis. Please raise your right hand. 

Do you solemnly swear that the testimony you are about to give 
before this subcommittee, will be truth, the whole truth, and nothing 
but the truth, so help you God. 

Mr. Grapor. I do. 
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TESTIMONY OF THOMAS GRABOR 


Mr. Arens. Please identity yourself by name, residence, and occu- 
ation. 
: Mr. Grazor. My name is Thomas Grabor. I reside in San Fran- 
cisco, at 68 State and I am a salesman. 

Mr. Arens. How long have you resided in these parts, Mr. Grabor ? 

Mr. Grazor. A little over 3 years. 

Mr. Arens. How old are you ¢ 

Mr. Gravor. Thirty. 

Mr. Arens. Where did you come from just immediately prior to 
your arrival here in California ? 

Mr. Grasor. From Hungary. 

Mr. Arens. From Hungary ? 

Mr. Grapor. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, it is our intention to permit Mr. Grabor 
to testify briefly respecting communism in action, as distinct from 
communism as it portrays itself behind the facade of humanitarianism. 

Mr. Grabor, would you kindly tell us where you were when the 
Hungarian revolution broke out in your native land? 

Mr. Grasor. I was in Budapest, the capital of Hungary. 

Mr. Arens. Proceed in your own words to tell us about the Hun- 

nr revolution and your part as a freedom fighter in that struggle 

or liberty. 

Mr. aera, Mr. Chairman, as I told you, I came from Hungary, 
from Budapest, where thousands and thousands of students and youre 
people died while fighting for freedom against communism. I have 
participated in this fight against communism. The uprising was 
started by students who were demanding their basic rights from the 
Communist regime, which basic rights were promised to them by 
Communists 12 years before that date when the Communists took over 
Hungary, and behind them was the Red Russian army. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Grabor, we had the testimony of a former under- 
cover agent of the FBI this morning, who testified in essence that 
there were ap roximately 20,000 to 25,000 Communists, in his esti- 
mation, in the United States. 

How many Communists spearheaded the takeover of your mother- 
land, Hungary ? 

Mr. Grazor. Well, sir, dedicated Communists were—I don’t know 
the correct number, but I would say 1,000 or a couple of thousand in 
Hungary, among them those dedicated Communists who came back 
in 1945 with the Russian army from the Soviet Union. 

They took over the political power, political and economical power 
in Hungary by force and by forgery. When I say forgery, I mean 
the Fit | the elections in 1947 in Hungary. 

Mr. \ ne They weren’t voted into power by the people; is that 
correct 


Mr. Grazor. No, sir. 

Mr. Arens. If there were an election tomorrow morning, a free 
election in Hungary, would the Communists be reelected to power? 

Mr. Grapor. No, sir. 

Mr. Arens. What would be a good estimate, based upon your ex- 

rience under the regime, as to the percentage of the vote that the 
5 seat 2 would get if there were a free election ? 

Mr. Grazor. I would say 2 or 3 percent. 
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Mr. Arens. Now, Mr. Grabor, tell us briefly just a word about what 
it means to live under communism, as you lived under it in your native 
land. 

Mr. Grapor. Well, sir, in 1947, when they actually took over the 
res and economical power in Hungary by forging the elections, 

y taking the Communist Party members from town to town with 
false registration cards to vote, and they have been voting five, six, 
seven or eight times, one person, they were getting the majority this 
way; before this they have promised everything to the people of 
Hungary. They have promised freedom; they have promised better 
living standards; they have promised better education; they have 
promised everything that is possible. 

After they have taken over in 1947, they started to destroy opposi- 
tion deliberately. They destroyed and abolished every opposition 
party by force, by arresting and convicting the leaders of these opposi- 
tion parties. Opposition papers were not permitted. At a later date 
there were no Western newspapers and magazines that were allowed in 
the state of Hungary. 

Mr. Arens. Is there freedom in the schools ? 

Mr. Grazor. There is no freedom, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Isthere freedom anywhere in Hungary ? 

Mr. Grazor. No, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Now, sir, we don’t want to prolong your testimony. We 
would like just to ask you if you, as a young man, having lived under 
communism, having seen communism in action, as distinct from com- 
munism as it portrays itself as the pie in the sky, what word would 

ou have as a young man to say to the young people of your adopted 
and of freedom respecting the significance of communism in the world 
and the status of communism in America ? 

Mr. Grazor. Sir, in my country not everybody has admission to the 
schools, not every young person, even to the high schools and colleges. 
Their father and grandfather had to belong to the working class and 
had to be trusted by the Communist Party to be admitted to the uni- 
versity or colleges. 

In the universities and colleges they could not study whatever they 
wanted. They had to study whatever the Hungarian Government 
needed, whatever it was short of. For instance, if I wanted to be an 
electrical engineer, and the state needed mechanical engineers, I could 
not study for electronics engineer. 

So also in the universities were the subjects of Marxism and Lenin- 
ism, which everybody had to take. There was the subject of Russian 
language, which everybody had to take and graduate from. 

Mr. ws. Is your native country—and I say this with great reluc- 
tance, but I must ask it—is your native country, Hungary, now in a 
state of “peaceful coexistence” with the Soviet Union ? 

Mr. Grazor. I didn’t exactly understand the question. You have to 
forgive me, but my language—— 

r. Arens. You witnessed the Soviet tanks rolling into Budapest, 

did you not? 

r.Grapor. Yes,sir. I was fighting against them. 

Mr. Arens. And you saw your own people massacred, did you not? 

Mr. Grazor. Yes, sir. I saw thousands and thousands of people 
dying on the streets just because they wanted their rights, their free- 
dom. They wanted the Russian army to leave Hungary. They wanted 
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the Hungarian goods to belong to the Hungarian people. They 
wanted to be patriots, and patriotism is a crime under a Communist 
regime. 

‘Mr. Arens. Thank you, sir. 

Mr. Chairman, it is not our intention to prolong the interrogation 
of Mr. Grabor. We just thought it would be well to have in this 
record some indication of what it is to live under communism and 
what is in the mind of a young man who was in the schools under a 
Communist regime, communism in action. 

Mr. Wits. Thank you very much, sir, 

Jall your next witness. 

Mr. Arens. The next witness, if you please, Mr. Chairman, will be 
Rayme Ellis. 

Please come forward, Mrs. Rayme Ellis. 

Mr. Wituts. Please raise your right hand. 

Do you solemnly swear that the testimony you are about to give 
before this subcommittee, will be the truth, the whole truth, and 
nothing but the truth, so help you God ¢ 

Mrs. Exxts. I do, 


TESTIMONY OF RAYME ELLIS 


Mr. Arens. Kindly identify yourself, ma’am, by name, residence, 
and occupation. 

Mrs. Exviis. My name is Rayme Ellis. I live at 8926 Wonderland 
Avenue, Los Angeles. I am primarily a mother of three young chil- 
dren and I do secretarial work. 

Mr. Arens. You are appearing today in response to a subpena ? 

Mrs. Exuis. Right. 

Mr. Arens. We observe that you are not represented by counsel. 
Do you know that you have the privilege, under the rules of this com- 
mittee, to be represented by counsel ¢ 

Mrs. Exits. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. I beg your pardon ? 

Mrs. Exits. Yes, I know that. 

Mr. Arens. Is it agreeable with you to proceed without counsel ? 

Mrs. Exxis. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. As we proceed, if there is any area in which, on the 
basis of our experience, you might desire legal advice, we will try, so 
far as we can, to give you that advice objectively and fairly. I, my- 
self, am a lawyer and I believe all of the members of the subcommittee 
are lawyers. 

We, of course, prefer that you do have counsel. 

Mrs. Ellis, if ask you a question and you honestly believe that 
the answer to that question would be supplying information which 
could be used against you in a criminal proceeding, you are not 
obliged to, but you have the privilege of, declining to answer that 
question by announcing to the committee that you invoke the self- 
incrimination provision of the fifth amendment. 

Do you understand ? 

Mrs. Exxis. I do. 

Mr. Arens. Mrs. Ellis, are you connected with the Willowbrook 
Cooperative Nursery School ? 

Mrs. Eris. I decline toanswer. I take the fifth amendment. 
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Mr. Arens. Mrs. Ellis, it is the information of this committee that 
you are now, or in the very recent past have been, a member of the 
Communist Party. Would you kindly tell us now in response to my 
question : Are you now a member of the Communist Party ¢ 

Mrs. Exxis. No. 

Mr. Arens. Have you ever been a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mrs. Exuis. I decline toanswer. I take the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Arens. Mrs. Ellis, I am put at a rather disadvantage here and 
embarrassment. You have asserted that you are not now, this instant, 
a member of the Communist Party. Ordinarily, when we have a 
witness who denies present membership we attempt to develop, by 
direction or indirection, on the record whether or not that individual 
is presently within the Communist operation though not a technical 
member of the Communist Party. We try also to develop on the 
record, by our interrogation, as of what time that person ceased being 
a member of the Communist Party. 

I would like, if I could do so, just to speak in a rather informal 
vein with you, to ask you, without any sense of an intensive interro- 
gation, since what date has it been that you have not been a member 
of the Communist Party. You can tell us that. 

Mrs. Extis. I decline. The fifth amendment. 

Mr. Arens. Let me ask you this question—and I will not, under 
the circumstances, attempt to proceed further, because this commit- 
tee is exceedingly sensitive, although the Communists and the pro- 
Communists don't give us that credit, we are exceedingly sensitive to 
the fact that we are constantly criticized for being unfair and we try 
to be fair—have you been a member of the Communist Party any time 
since you were served with your subpena to appear before this 
committee ? 

Mrs. Enis. I have not. 

Mr. Arens. Have you been a member of the Communist Party at 
any time in the course of the last year? 

Mrs. Enis. I have not. 

Mr. Arens. Have you been a member of the Communist Party at 
any time in the course of the last 2 years? 

rs. Exuis. No. 

Mr. Arens. Have you been a member of the Communist Party any 
time in the course of the last 3 years ¢ 

Mrs. Exuis. No. 

Mr. Arens. Do you, ma’am, consider yourself presently under Com- 
munist Party discipline? 

Mrs. Exits. No. 

Mr. Arens. Have you broken, finally and irrevocably, irrespective 
of the time, have you broken finally and irrevocably from the Com- 
munist Party ? 

. Mrs. Exxis. I stated that I am not a member of the Communist 
arty. 

Mr. Arens. Have you broken finally and irrevocably from the Com- 
munist Party ? 

Mrs. Exxis. I am not a member of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Arens. May I ask this, ma’am: Would you desire a private 
session with this committee ? 

Mrs. Exxis. I see no reason for it. 
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Mr. Arens. You observed on the subpena which was served upon 
you, an indication that if you cared to discuss matters with the com- 
mittee—on the bottom of the subpena which was served upon you, 
this language appeared ; did it not: 

If you desire a conference with a representative of the Committee prior to the 
date of the hearing, please call or write to: Richard Arens, Staff Director, 
Committee on Un-American Activities, Washington 25, D.C. 
and the telephone number. 

Did you observe that ? 

Mrs. Exuis. Yes; I saw that. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, under the circumstances, it is my judg- 
ment, and I so recommend to this committee, that we do not proceed 
further in this session with the interrogation of this witness. 

Mr. Wuuis. I agree with that suggestion. You are excused. 

Mr. Arens. I respectfully suggest, Mr. Chairman, that this witness 
is now notified that she is being released from her subpena. 

The next witness, if you please, Mr. Chairman, will be—I don’t 
know whether it is Miss or Mrs.—Lottie Laub Rosen. 

Please come forward and remain standing while the chairman 
administers an oath. 

Mr. Wuuts. Please raise your right hand. 

Do you solemnly swear that the testimony you are about to give will 
be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you 
God? 

Mrs. Rosen. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF LOTTIE L. ROSEN, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 
BERTRAM EDISES 


Mr. Axune. Kindly identify yourself by name, residence, and occu- 
pation ¢ 

Mrs. Rosen. My name is Lottie Rosen. I live at 1609 Rose Street, 
Berkeley. I am a teacher. 

Mr. Arens. May IL ask you, is it Miss or Mrs. ? 

Mrs. Rosen. Mrs. 

Mr. Arens. You are appearing today, Mrs. Rosen, in response to a 
subpena which was htc 5 upon you by this committee ? 

Mrs. Rosen. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. And you are represented by counsel ? 

Mrs. Rosen. Yes; Iam represented by counsel. 

Mr. Arens. Counsel, kindly identify yourself. 

Mrs. Rosen. Though I do not feel that my counsel can adequately 
represent me since he is not given the opportunity to cross-examine or 
to ask questions, as you are. 

Mr. Arens. You know, as your counsel can advise you, that this is 
not a judicial, adversary proceeding in that sense, nor has any congres- 
sional committee in the history of the Nation ever assumed to function 
in that capacity. 

Kindly, identify yourself, Counsel. 

Mrs. Rosen. But you are sitti' g in judgment on me and you have 
said this is not a judicial proceed ng. 

Mr. Eptses. Bertram Edises, Oakland, Calif. 
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Mr. Arens. How long have you lived in this area! 

Mrs. Rosen. Approximately 6 years. 

Mr. Arens. And where did you live prior to the time that you caine 
to this area, 

(The witness conferred with her counsel.) 

Mrs. Rosen. May I ask what the purpose of that question is? 

Mr. Arens. Yes, ma’am. We want to inquire respecting your ac- 
tivities—not your thoughts, not your beliefs, not your associations— 
your activities, in New York City. 

In anticipation of that, as groundwork, I wanted to ask you where 
you lived prior to the time you came here. 

(The witness conferred with her counsel. 

Mrs. Rosen. What kind of activities are you referring to? 

Mr. Arens. Communist Party activities, ma’am. 

Now, kindly tell us where you lived immediately prior to the 
time that you came to this area ? 

(The witness conferred with her counsel.) 

Mrs. Rosen. This is my answer to your question, Mr. Arens. Last 
year, 110 California teachers were subpenaed by this committee. In 
northern California, 40 teachers had their names smeared on the front 
pages of numerous local newspapers. 

Mr. Scuerer. Mr. Chairman, I ask for regular order. 

Mr. Wiuurs. Yes. Answer the question. 

Mr. Arens. The outstanding principal question is: Where did you 
live immediately prior to the time that you moved to California / 

Mrs. Rosen. I am answering your question. I would like to be 
allowed to answer it in my own way. 

Mr. Wituis. What is the outstanding question ? 

Mr. Arens. The outstanding principal question, sir, is: Where did 
you live prior to the time that you moved to California ? 

Mr. Wits. I direct you to answer that question. 

(The witness conferred with her counsel. ) 

Mrs. Rosen. I decline to answer that statement upon the following 
grounds 

Mr. Wiis. Proceed with the next question. 

Mr. Arens. The next question is 

Mrs. Rosen. You are not giving me a chance to state my grounds. 

Mr. Wituis. Proceed with the next question. 

Mrs. Rosen. May I say that I was subpenaed last year. My name 
was smeared in the headlines of all the local newspapers. 

Mr. Wits. Next question. 

Mrs. Rosen. I have been harassed for 1 year, and this is now my 
opportunity to speak, and I would like to have it. 

r. Arens. Would you kindly tell the committee how long you 
lived in New York City? 

(The witness conferred with her counsel.) 

Mrs. Rosen. You have indicated to me already the purpose of that 
question, and I decline to answer that question. I would like to be 
able to state my grounds for this declination. 

Mr. Arens. Do you decline to answer that question on constitutional 
grounds? 

(The witness conferred with her counsel.) 

Mrs. Rosen. I will state my grounds as follows—— 
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Mr. Arens. Were you a top Communist Party functionary in the 
Bronx, from 1950 to 1954 ¢ 

(The witness conferred with her counsel. ) 

Mrs. Rosen. I repeat that you are denying me my constitutional 
grounds and my reasons for answering this question in my own way, 
and I would like to continue by saying 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that if this wit- 
ness is in truth and in fact attempting to answer on constitutional 
grounds, she should be permitted to do so, but if, on the other hand, 
she is going to give another Communist Party speech, I think it is 
quite proper that she be denied the opportunity to use this committee 
as a forum for that purpose. 

Mrs. Rosen. These are my constitutional grounds, Mr. Chairman, 
and I wish to state them in my own words. 

Mr. Wiis. State your constitutional grounds. 

Mrs. Rosen. I repeat, last year 110 teachers were subpenaed by 
this committee—— 

Mr. Wituts. That is not a constitutional ground. 

(The witness conferred with her counsel. ) 

Mrs. Rosen. I am not a lawyer. I wish to state these grounds in 
the best way that I can and I demand the right to do so. 

Mr. Wiis. You are not a lawyer, but you have a lawyer advising 
you constantly during this tactic. 

Mrs. Rosen. Yes, but this statement was prepared by me, and I 
wish to be allowed to read it. 

Mr. Wituis. What statement ? 

Mrs. Rosen. It is handwritten, two pages. 

Mr. Wituts. Go on and read it. 

Mrs. Rosen. Last year, 110 California teachers were subpenaed by 
this committee. In northern California, 40 teachers had their names 
smeared on the front pages of numerous local newspapers. ‘This was 
done just before the end of the school semester and prior to summer 
vacation. 

One hundred and ten California teachers, tired from their year’s 
work, had no vacations, no opportunity to rest, because the committee 
postponed the June 17th hearing and scheduled them for early Sep- 
tember, thus harassment and continued press publicity followed the 
teachers all through the summer. 

The committee then postponed its hearings until October 14, no 
=—- were given for these postponements. 

Videspread public protest, coming from church groups, ministers, 
professors, rill te organizations, parent groups, labor unions, news- 
papers and individuals finally caused this committee to cancel the 
hearings entirely. 

If you are interested, Mr. Chairman, in seeing documentation of 
these protests, may I refer you to a document of unimpeachable in- 
tegrity, the speech before the House of Representatives of the Hon- 
orable James Roosevelt, dated Monday, April 25, 1960, in which he 
calls upon the House of Representatives to abolish this Committee 
on Un-American Activities. 

This story could and should have ended here, but no, this commit- 
tee had not finished its dirty work. It sent its files on the teachers 
to the state superintendent of instruction and then, not certain that 
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these would be used against the teachers, ran around the state and 
deposited these files with local district attorneys, who then dumped 
them into the laps of the school boards, whether requested by them, or 
not. 

I would like to quote from Mr. Roosevelt’s speech : 

When State Attorney General Mosk issued a formal opinion he stated, 
among other things, that the committee files themselves were worthless as evi- 
dence against the teachers involved. The reason, he said, was that the authors 


of the information were not identified. No action for the revocation of teaching 
credentials could be based on the allegations of unnamed allegedly “reliable 


sources.” Only if the charges could be backed up by the evidence of identified 
persons could action against the teachers be initiated by the school department. 
The California attorney general, in a letter to me dated February 2, 1960, stated 
the following: “I recognize that the reports, standing alone, could not be used by 
the superintendent of public instruction” 

Mr. Scuerer. Just a moment, Mr. Chairman. The witness said she 
wanted to read a two-page statement in longhand, and now she is 
reading the gentleman from California’s speech that he made on the 
floor of the House. 

I submit she is not invoking any constitutional amendment in re- 
fusing to answer this question. 

Mr. Wiuu1s. Iso rule. This always happens when we have a senti- 
mental appeal to make a little statement. She started with a little 
statement and now has gone toa large document. 

I order you to answer the question outstanding. 

What is it, Counsel, to be specific ? 

Mrs. Rosen. I would ask the chairman, please, to be permitted to 
continue with my own statement and disregard Mr. Roosevelt’s state- 
ment, 

Mr. Wiis. You started with a two-page statement. 

_ Mrs. Rosen. This is handwritten on one side of the page. I have 
just one more sheet to read, if you don’t mind. 

This year the committee returned. School boards were informed as 
long as 3 weeks before the subpenas were served that their employees 
were in danger. Many school boards, intimidated by the representa- 
tives of this committee, informed their teachers they would not be 
rehired. There are at least six such cases in this area alone. 

Many teachers subpenaed last year have now been resubpenaed. 
prsstins 5 protests are again pouring in. The academic community 
is aroused by this anual threat to freedom of thought and inquiry. 
This committee has no right to inquire into this area. This committee 
has no right to question me as to my thoughts, associations, and activi- 
ties. 

Mr. Wiu1s. Wait a moment. There is an outstanding question that 
I now order and direct her to answer on constitutional grounds only. 

If she goes beyond that, her lawyer knows the significance of it, 
Mr. Counselor. You will proceed with the question. 

(The witness conferred with her counsel.) 

Mrs. Rosen. I stand on my rights under the first amendment of the 
Constiution of the United States, guaranteeing me freedom of speech, 
thought, and association, and the ninth amendment, which guaran- 
tees to me the right not to speak, and the fifth amendment, which was 

laced in the Constitution by our forefathers to protect the innocent 
rom being compelled to act as a witness against themselves. 
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Mr. Arens. As of the instant that you were served with your sub- 
pena to appear before this committee, were you then a member of the 
Communist Party ? 

(The witness conferred with her counsel.) 

Mrs. Rosen. You have my answer, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Give it to us again please. 

Mr. Scuerer. I ask that you direct the witness to answer. 

Mr. Wits. The witness is directed to answer the question. 

(The witness conferred with her counsel.) 

Mrs. Rosen. I decline to answer on the grounds previously stated. 

Mr. Screrer. Does that include the invocation of the fifth 
amendment ? 

(The witness conferred with her counsel.) 

Mrs. Rosen. You heard my answer, sir. 

Mr. Scnerer. I ask that you direct the witness to answer my ques- 
tion, because the courts have said that when there is a question in our 
minds as to whether or not the witness is invoking the fifth amend- 
ment, we are compelled to ask the witness specifically whether the 
declination involves the use of the fifth amendment. 

(The witness conferred with her counsel.) 

Mr. Scuerer. Mr. Chairman, I ask that you direct the witness to 
answer. 

Mr. Wituis. You are directed to answer the question. 

Mrs. Rosen. Mr. Willis, I am not a lawyer. I would like to have 
my lawyer have the privilege of arguing that point because he ap- 
parently disagrees. 

Mr, Eptses. May I be heard on that point ? 

Mr. No. 

Mr. Episrs. I happen to disagree with Mr. Scherer’s interpretation 
of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Wits. That will be all. 

Mr. Epises. If you will drop the question as far as this witness is 
concerned 

Mr. Wiruis. The question is not dropped. There is an outstand- 
ing order directed to her to answer the question. 

Mr. Episrs. She has already declined to answer and her grounds 
are in the record. 

Mr. Next question. 

Mr. Arens. Are you now, today, this instant, a member of the Com- 
munist Party ? 

(The witness conferred with her counsel.) 

Mrs. Rosen. I decline to answer on the same grounds. 

Mr. Arens. Just one final question: 

Did you happen to read the address of the gentleman from Ohio, Mr. 
Scherer, who is a member of this committee, responding on the floor of 
the House to the address by the gentleman from southern California, 
Mr. Roosevelt ? 

(The witness conferred with her counsel. ) 

Mrs. Rosen. I happen not to have read it. I am sure it was well 
publicized. 

Mr, Arens. That will conclude the staff interrogation of this 
witness. 

Mrs. Rosen. May I—— 

Mr. Wituts. No; the witness is excused. 
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Call the next witness. 

Mr. Arens. The next witness, Mr. Chairman, if you please, will be 
Mrs. Betty Halpern. 

Mr. Wixtts. Please raise your right hand. 

Do you solemnly swear that the testimony you are about to give to 
this subcommittee will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but 
the truth, so help you God ? 

Mrs. Hatpern. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF BETTY HALPERN, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 
ALBERT M. BENDICH 


Mr. Arens. Kindly identify yourself by name, residence, and occu- 
ation. 
Mrs. Hatrern. My name is Betty Halpern. I live at 6 Acton Circle, 
Berkeley, Calif., and Lam a teacher. 

Mr. Arens. Is it Miss or Mrs. ? 

Mrs. Harrern. Mrs., ihe mother of two. 

Mr. Arens. You are appearing today in response to a subpena which 
was served upon you by this committee ¢ 

Mrs. Hatrern. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. And you are represented by counsel ? 

Mrs. Haurern. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Counsel, will you kindly identify yourself on this 
record ? 

Mr. Benpicu. Albert M. Bendich, staff counsel, American Civil Lib- 
erties Union of Northern California. 

Mr. Arens. When and where were you born ? 

Mrs. Hatrern. In Rumania, 1924. 

Mr. Arens. When did you come to the United States for permanent 
residence ? 

Mrs. Haupern. 1929. 

Mr. Arens. Are you a citizen of the United States? 

Mrs. Hatrern. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. By derivation or naturalization ? 

Mrs. Hatpern. By derivation, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Where have been your principal places of residence 
since you established your residence in this country ? 

Mrs. Hatrern. New York and Berkeley. 

Mr. Arens. How long did you live in New York, and over what 
period of time? 

(The witness conferred with her counsel.) 

Mrs. Haurern. I lived in Brooklyn, N.Y., until 1944. Then I came 
to Los Angeles, and then spent a year there and came to Berkeley, 
Calif. 

Mr. Arens. Give us a word, please, about your education? 

Mrs. Hatrern. Graduated from public elementary school in Brook- 
lyn, N.Y.; high school, Brooklyn, N.Y. The University of California, 
Berkeley. 

Mr. Arrns. You have a teacher’s certificate to teach in the public 
schools ? 

(The witness conferred with her counsel.) 

Mrs. Hatrern. I had an emergency credential when I taught in the 
public school, and I am now teaching in a private school. 
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Mr. Arens. Have you given us all of the institutions in which you 
have received your training? 

(The witness conferred with her counsel.) 

Mrs. Hatrern. Sir, may I have some clarification on that question ? 

Mr. Arens. Have you received any specialized training, let us say, 
in Los Angeles, since you have arrived in these parts? 

(The witness conferred with her counsel.) 

Mrs. Haurern. Could you be a little bit more specific? 

Mr. Arens. Yes. Have you received any specialized Communist 
Party training ? 

Mrs. Hatrern. Not tomy knowledge. 

Mr. Arens. Have you attended the People’s Educational Center? 

(The witness conferred with her counsel.) 

Mrs. Haurern. I think I took a dance and drama course there 
once, to the best of my knowledge. 

Mr. Arens. When you so quickly denied training by the Communist 
Party, that leads me to ask you this question: Were you given training 
in Communist techniques, Communist activities, Communist political 
warfare at any time? 

(The witness conferred with her counsel.) 

Mrs. Haurern. If dance and drama covers this, then maybe it 
was—— 

Mr. Arens. Of course, it does not. And I did not suggest that it did. 

(The witness conferred with her counsel.) 

Mrs. Haurern. | again have to ask you for clarification, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Are you now, or have you ever been, a member of the 
Communist Party ? 

(The witness conferred with her counsel.) 

Mrs. Hatprrn. Sir, I respectfully decline to answer that question 
on the basis of the first and fifth amendments. 

; Mr. Anzns. Have you held Communist Party cell meetings in your 
rome 

(The witness conferred with her counsel.) 

Mrs. Haupern. Sir, I respectfully decline to answer that question 
for the previous statement that I made. 

Mr. Arens. When did you receive your teacher’s certificate ? 

Mrs. Haurern. I think it was in 1950, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Was that on October 8, 1950, do you recall ? 

Mrs. Havrern. I am not sure. 

Mr. Arens. I have a aang a copy here of your application, 
and the date is not quite clear on here. It is in your handwriting, but 
it is not quite clear. 

In this application, you signed an oath of allegiance. As of that 
date, on October 8, 1950 [1951], when you signed this application, 
were you then a member of the Communist Party / 

Mrs. Hapern. I again repeat, sir, I respectfully decline to answer 
that question on the basis of the first and fifth amendments. 

(Document marked “Halpern Exhibit No. 1” and retained in com- 
mittee files.) 

Mr. Arens. Are you now, this instant, a member of the Communist 


(The witness conferred with her counsel.) 
Mrs. Hatrern. I decline on the grounds previously stated. 
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Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that will conclude 
the staff interrogation of this witness. 

The next witness, if you please, Mr. Chairman, will be Lillian 
Ransome. 

Mr. Wits. Do you solemnly swear that the testimony you are 
about to give before this subcommittee, will be the truth, the whole 
truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God ? 

Mrs. Ransome. I do. 

I would like to have you turn those lights out. I didn’t come here 
to be cooked. 


TESTIMONY OF LILLIAN RANSOME; ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 
VINCENT HALLINAN 


Mr. Arens. Kindly identify yourself by name, residence, and 
occupation. 

Mrs. Ransome. I am Lillian Ransome, of Wheatland, Calif., 515 
State Street, Post Office Box 159. I am an agricultural worker. I 
came to California in 1947, to Wheatland, Calif, I have been here 
since. 

Mr. Arens. Is it Miss or Mrs. ? 

Mrs. Ransome. Mrs. 

Mr. Arens. Mrs. Ransome, you are appearing today in response to 
a subpena which was served upon you by this committee ? 

Mrs. Ransome. I must have been, or I would not have been here. 

Mr. Arens. Thank you, ma’am. And you are represented by 
counsel ? 

Mrs. Ransome. I am. 

Mr. Arens. Counsel, will you -saprany ourself ? 

Mr. Hatirnan. My name is Vincent iafinen, and as to identifying 
myself, I am the man who asked leave to testify here that the state- 
ment made by the-—— 

Mr. Arens. Counsel, you know your sole and exclusive prerogative 
is to advise your client, and you are in violation of the rules of this 
committee. You are performing unethical conduct and you know it. 

I respectfully suggest that counsel be admonished to abide by the 
rules of this committee, Mr. Chairman. If he wants to be a witness, 
we will be glad to call him to be sworn a little later on. 

Mr. Hartman. Would you tell me what you meant by identifying? 
Did you want my name? 

Mr. Arens. Counsel is violating the rules of this committee. 

Mr. Haturnan. I deny that. Tell me what rule it is. 

Mr. Arens. Mrs. Ransome, kindly tell us where you lived prior to 
the time you came to California. 

Mrs. Ransome. On the advice of my attorney, I refuse to answer that 
» nr for the following reasons: One, it is not within the scope of 
the purpose of which this committee was formed ; two, the committee 
has no rights to inquire into my personal, private belief or associations. 

Mr. Arens. I was not asking you if you believed where you lived? 

Mrs. Ransome. Three, it violates my rights under the Constitution 
of the United States, particularly the first and fifth amendments. 

Mr. Arens. Now, please tell us where you lived prior to the time you 
came to California. 
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Mrs. Ransome. I told you where I live, in Wheatland, California, 
515 State Street. 

Mr. Arens. Tell us how long you have lived there. 

Mrs. Ransome. I have lived there since 1947. 

Mr. Arens. Where did you live prior to 1947 ¢ 

Mrs. Ransomr. I lived at 515 State Street since 1947. 

Mr. Arens. Where did you live in 1946 ? 

(The witness conferred with her counsel.) 

Mrs. Ransome. On the advice of my attorney I refuse to answer 
that question for the following reasons: It is not within the scope of 
the purpose for which this committee was formed ; two, the committee 
has no right to inquire into my personal, private beliefs or associa- 
tions; three, the question violates my rights under the Constitution of 
the United States, and particularly under the first and fifth amend- 
ments. 

Mr. Arens. Do you honestly and truly apprehend that if you told 
this committee where you were living in 1946, you would be supplying 
oe which might be used against you in a criminal pro- 
ceeding 

I salstbes question with this explanation in the record, that it would 
appear that you are not invoking the fifth amendment provisions of 
the Constitution against self-incrimination in good faith. 

(The witness conferred with her counsel. ) 

Mrs. Ransome. It is not within the scope of the purpose for which 
this committee was formed ; two, the committee has no right to inquire 
into my personal, private beliefs, or associates. The question violates 
my rights under the Constitution of the United States, and particu- 
larly under the first and the fifth amendments. 

Mr. Arens. This committee is trying to develop factual information 
which will be used by the United States Congress in enacting legisla- 
tion to protect this per ys this Constitution, this flag, this Nation, 
against the onslaught of the Communist conspiracy which threatens 
freedom everywhere. 

_Do — have information, current information respecting the activi- 
ties, the program, of the Communist Party in northern California? 

(‘The witness conferred with her counsel.) 

Mrs. Ransome. On the advice of my attorney, I refuse to answer—— 

Mr. Arens. You could save time if you just say “For the same 
reasons.” ‘That would help all the way alound 

Mrs. Ransome. —on the following grounds: Number one, it is not 
within the scope of the purpose for which this committee was formed ; 
two, the committee has no right to inquire into my personal, private 
beliefs or associates; and three, the question violates my rights under 
the Constitution of the United States, particularly under the first and 
the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Arens. Have you been a full-time, paid functionary in the 
Valley Section of Northern California of the Communist Party ? 

Isaid that wrong. A full-time, paid functionary of the Communist 
Party operating in the Valley Section of Northern California ? 

(‘The witness conferred with her counsel.) 

Mrs. Ransome. On the advice of my attorney, I refuse to answer 
that question for the following reasons: One, it is not within the scope 
of the purpose for which this committee was formed; two, the com- 
mittee has no right to inquire into my personal, private beliefs or 
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associates; three, the question violates my rights under the Constitu- 
tion of the United States, and particularly under the first and the fifth 
amendments. 

Mr. Arens. Thank you, ma’am. 

That will conclude, if you please, the staff interrogation of this 
witness. 

Mr. Wituis. The witness is excused. 

Mr. Arens. The next witness, if you please, Mr. Chairman, will be 
Ed Ross. 

Kindly come forward and remain standing while the chairman 
administers an oath. 

Mr. Lewis. Mr. Chairman, on behalf of my client, may I request 
that the lights remain off as he comes forward. 

Mr. Wiu1s. They are off. 

Please raise your right hand. 

You do solemnly swear that the testimony you are about to give 
will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help 
you God 

Mr. Ross. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF EDWARD ROSS, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 
JOSEPH F. LEWIS 


Mr. Arens. Kindly identify yourself by name, residence, and 
occupation. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Ross. Which of these are the live mikes, or are they all live? 

Mr. Arens. The one you should get close to is the one there near 
you. 

Now, would you kindly give us your name, residence, and occupa- 

tion ¢ 

Mr. Ross. My name is Edward Ross. I live at 134 Lockhart Lane, 
Los Altos, California. I ama salesman. 

Mr. Arens. You are appearing today in response to a subpena 
served upon you by this committee ¢ 

Mr. Ross. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. And you are represented by counsel ? 

Mr. Ross. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Counsel, kindly identify yourself on this record. 

Mr. Lewis. Joseph F. Lewis, Sunnyvale, California. 

Mr. Arens. Where and when were you born, Mr. Ross? 

Mr. Ross. I was born in New York City on September 3, 1915. 

Mr. Arens. And give us a word, please, about your education. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Ross. Does this just concern my schooling, my formal educa- 

tion 

Mr. Arens. Well, let’s start with that. 

Mr. Ross. I am a graduate of grade schools and high schools in 
New York City. 

Mr. Arens. Nocollege or higher education ? 

Mr. Ross. No. 

Mr. Arens. What other training have youhad? = * 

(The witness conferred with his counsel. ) ' 
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Mr. Ross. Sir, is this for the purpose of identification only ? 

Mr. Arens. Don’t you want to tell us any other training you have 
had? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Ross. Sir, if this is purely for the purposes of identification, I 
will assert that I am truly Ed Ross who was served with a subpena. 

Mr. Arens. Can’t you tell us what other training you have had be- 
sides the schooling that you have just alluded to 4 

(The witness conferred with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Ross. Sir, I don’t really understand the question. 

Mr. Arens. You have adequately identified yourself. We under- 
stand that. 

Tell us about any training you have had other than, or in addition 
to, the training which you have already described. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Arens. Maybe I can help you. Have you taken any corre- 
spondence cources from any of the universities ? 

Mr. Ross. I know at one time I did that. I was interested in some 
matters and took a correspondence course in some things, although 
I had been through formal education. 

Mr. Arens. Have you ever had any correspondence courses in any 
schools ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Ross. Sir, I still feel that you have not made yourself clear. 

Mr. Arens. Well, have you attended any night schools? Now we 
will abandon the inquiry about a correspondence course. Have you 
attended any night schools of any kind that come to your mind? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Ross. Sir, I am not really able to answer that question with 
complete—— 

Mr. Arens. Shall we go further? 

Mr. Ross. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Have you had some training of any kind in engineer- 
ing? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Ross. Sir, I have educated myself in this field. 

_ Mr. Arens. Tell us about the nature of the training you have had 
in engineering. Was that correspondence or just by going to the li- 
brary or studying at home like Abraham Lincoln did, or how was 
that? How did you acquire this knowledge you have in engineering ¢ 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Ross. Sir, will you repeat the question, please ? 

Mr. Arens. Yes. By what devices did you train yourself in engi- 
neering, and in what fields of engineering have you specialized in your 
training ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Ross. Sir, it was mostly by my own study and application. 

Mr. Arens. Are you able to read blueprints ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Wiiuis. I think the witness is delaying too much, really, on 
a simple question. 

Mr. Ross. I am trying to answer these questions to the best of my 
knowledge. 
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Mr. Arens. Can you tell us whether or not you can read blue- 
prints? I can tell you pretty quickly I can’t. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Ross. Sir, in my field I think I can read blueprints. 

Mr. Arens. Is your engineering field mechanical engineering, 
chemical engineering? What type of engineering? Bridgebuilding ? 
What is it that has been your particular training in this engineering 
field ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Ross. Sir, will you break that question up into its compon- 
ents? You have asked me about three questions. 

Mr. Arens. I was asking you of the various alternatives. Which 
segments of engineering are you particularly trained in? You have 
told us now that you have wa studying on your own, equipping 
yourself as one who is familiar in engineering fields, a very fine area 
to be engaged in, particularly in this time in which we need engi- 
neers, need people who will help develop weapons to defend our 
great Nation. 

Tell us what field have you been particularly interested in? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Ross. Sir, as I pointed out before, I have a limited education 
in engineerin 

Mr. Scuerer. I didn’t understand your last answer. 

Mr. Arens. He said he had a limited education in engineering. 

Mr. Ross. Right. I am a self-taught engineer and I can read some 
blueprints, not all, those applicable to the particular field that I am 
in 


Mr. Scuerrer. We wanted to know what field is it, sir. Is it elec- 
trical, mechanical, civil ? 

Mr. Ross. It could be—— 

Mr. Scuerer. Or all three of them ? 

Mr. Ross. Well, civil it wouldn’t be, but it would be electrical and 
mechanical, mainly. 

Mr. Arens. You have been interested in electronics in the course 
of your home studies ? 

Mr. Scuerer. He said electrical. 

Mr. Arens. That shows how little I know about mechanical mat- 
ters. 

Tell us how long you have been engaged as a ball-bearing sales- 
man. 

Mr. Ross. For about 20 years, 

Mr. Arens. Without revealing the particular plant, what is the 
nature of a plant to which you sell your ball bearings? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Wits. This is a very simple question. We have to move on. 
I order you to answer the question. 

Mr. Ross. Sir, can I decide how to answer my questions? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Scuerer. Let’s put it more direct. Do you sell ball bearings 
to plants that have defense contracts ? 

r. Ross. Well, why didn’t he ask that question before ? 
Mr. Scurrer. I am asking it now. 
Mr. Ross. Okay. 
(The witness conferred with his counsel. ) 
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Mr. Ross. Sir, I sell to plants that are in the missile and allied in- 
dustries. I also sell to automotive users. I sell to farm machinery, 
food machinery manufacturers. I sell to anybody who uses ball bear- 
ings in the manufacturing of anything that moves. 

Mr. Arens. In your procedures of selling to the plants that manu- 
facture missiles or missile machinery, do you have access to the plants? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) rs. 

Mr. Ross. Sir, I normally don’t have access to these missile plants, 
except in the lobbies. 

Mr. Arens. That is normally. Do you have access to people, or do 
Line engage in conversations with people, who do work in these missile 

ants ¢ 
(The witness conferred with his 

Mr. Ross. I have a contact with anybody who is interested in pur- 
chasing ball bearings, not specifically those people who work in mis- 
sile plants. I sell to anybody who needs ball bearings. . 

Mr. Arens. We understand to whom you sell. We are trying to in- 
quire of you from whom you may acquire certain information. 

Do you or have you, in the course of the time in which you have been 
selling ball bearings to missile plants, engaged in conversations per- 
sons known by you to be members of the Communist Party who are 
employed in missile plants ? 

The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Ross. Will you repeat the question again ? 

Mr. Arens. Read the question, please. 

The question was read by the reporter. ) 

The witness conferred with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Wits. It should be noted that there have been very few ques- 
tions asked thus far and the witness has been on the stand for a 
very long time. 

Mr. Ross. I cannot hear you. 

Mr. Wits. Please answer the questions. 

Mr. Ross. I think counsel is developing a line which I think is a 
little unfair. I mean, he is trying to make me say something that I 
don’t particularly believe in. 

Mr. Arens. I am not asking you to say anything that isn’t the 
truth. Ifthe answer tothe question is “No,” just say “No.” 

Mr. Ross. To my best knowledge, no. 

Mr. Arens. Do you know a man by the name of Karl Prussion? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

_ Mr. Wrrus. That is a very simple question. I direct you to answer 
it. 

Mr. Ross. Yes; Iam going to answer it, sir. 

Mr. Wiis. All right. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel. 

Mr. Ross. Sir, I am going to have to decline to answer that ques- 
tion for the following reasons: First, I incorporate in the answer the 
points made by me in the petition filed on my behalf by my attorneys 
with the Speaker of the House of Representatives and the chairman 
of this committee regarding the legality of the proceedings by virtue 
of the participation of the congressman from Louisiana. 

Second, by the very nature of the proceedings, as well as those 
charges made against me, their vagueness and lack of substantiation, 
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on advice by counsel that I have no alternative but to invoke the first 
fifth, and fourteenth amendments to the Constitution of the United 
States. 

Mr. Scuerer. I will put it to you as a fact: Is it not a fact that you 
knew Prussion as a member of the Communist Party when you were 
a member of the Communist Party ? 

I will ask you to affirm or deny the assertion I just made. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Ross. Sir, I will have to decline to answer this question for the 
same reasons that I declined to answer the last question. 

Mr. Scuerer. And does that include the invocation of the fifth 
amendment ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Ross. Shall I read it again to you, sir? 

Mr. Scuerer. I asked you, just to be sure, whether you are de- 
clining to answer on the grounds that you decline to answer because of 
your rights under the fifth amendment. 

(Witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Scuerer. I frankly didn’t remember whether you cited the 
fifth amendment when you read all of the reasons for which you did 
not answer. 

Mr. Ross. I did, sir. The stenographer should have it in the record. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Prussion, will you kindly stand up where you are, 
please? 

You were previously sworn on this record ? 

Mr. Prussion. Yes, sir. 


TESTIMONY OF KARL PRUSSION—Resumed 


Mr. Arens. Mr. Prussion, during the course of your service as an 
undercover agent in that conspiratorial force known as the Com- 
munist Party, did you know to a certainty as a member of the Com- 
munist Party a person by the name of Ed Ross? 

Mr. Prussion. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Do you see him in the hearing room today, now? 

Mr. Prusston. I so do. 

Mr. Arens. Would you point him out to the committee? 

Mr. Prusston. There [indicating |. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Prussion, did you, in the course of your knowing 
Ed Ross as a member of the Communist Party, at any time engage 
him in conversation respecting the acquisition by him of information 
pertaining to the missile program of the United States? 

Mr. Prusston. Yes, I did. 

Mr. Arens. Kindly, in your own words and with the utmost care 
recite the essence of any conversation or conversations which you held 
with him or which transpired in his presence. 

Mr. Prusston. The conversation took place on May 21, 1958, at a 
Communist Party cell meeting in Palo Alto. Attending that cell 
meeting were Michael Shapovalov, Esther Shapovalov, myself, Doris 
Dawson, Gertrude Adler, Mary Field, and Sara Alchermes. 

Mr. Arens. Would you repeat that and raise your voice, please ? 

Mr. Prusston. On May 21, 1958, at a Palo Alto cell meeting of the 
Communist Party, which was attended by Michael Shapovalov, my- 
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self, Doris Dawson, Gertrude Adler, Mary Field, Sara Alchermes, 
os Wilson, Elizabeth Nicholas, and Isaac Folkoff. 

Mr. Ross, during the usual educational period, as is had at all cell 
meetings, was the leader of discussion on the subject “The Next Step,” 
by Lenin. Ed Ross at that time stated 

Mr. Scuerer. Just a minute, Mr. Chairman. The Witness Ross is 
seated there shaking his head at the statements made by Mr. Prus- 
sion. 

Have any of the statements which Mr. Prussion has made up to 
this point, at which you are shaking your head, been untrue? 

Mr. Chairman, I ask that you direct the witness to answer my 
question. 

Mr. Ross. Sir, I have to respectfully decline to answer that ques- 
tion for the same reason that I have declined to answer the previous 
question. 

Mr. Scuerer. You were sitting there shaking your head “no” to 
almost every statement he made. 

Mr. Ross. I have a right to do that. 

Mr. Scuerer. I understand you have a right to do it, but I wanted 
to give you an opportunity to say whether any statement he made up 
to this point was untrue. You refused to answer. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Witu1s. Proceed. 

Mr. Prusston. Mr. Ross at that time was extremely active in the 
South Palo Alto, Stanford, and Los Altos Democratic Clubs, princi- 
pally the California Democratic clubs. 

Mr. Arens. By that time, you mean May 21, 1958 ? 

Mr. Prusston. That is correct. Everybody at the meeting had to 
describe their activities during the past month period. Mr. Ross de- 
scribed his activities within the Democratic Party and described them 
as very successful, functioning very properly, and he also stated that 
he knew when missiles were fired, and I will quote “types of missiles 
and where and what direction they are fired.” He did not give any 
more detail. 


TESTIMONY OF EDWARD ROSS—Resumed 


Mr. Arens. Mr. Ross, you have heard the statement there by Mr. 
Prussion. Is there any item of information in any degree which is 
inerror or which you care to deny ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Ross. Sir, I think at this point I will have to again refuse to an- 
swer your question for the same reasons I have declined to answer 
the previous questions. 

Mr. Asaue. Are you now, this instant, a member of the Communist 
Party? 

Mr. Ross. Sir, I will have to again decline to give you an answer 
to this question for the same reasons as I gave before to the previous 
questions. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest this witness be 
maintained under his subpena, subject to further direction of this 
committee as to a time and place for further appearance, but that he 
be temporarily excused from attendance upon these hearings during 
our stay in San Francisco. 

56597—60—pt. 34 
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Mr. Wiu1s. That is the order of the Chair. 

Mr. Scuerer. Mr. Ross, as a result of the contacts you had with 
plants engaged in the manufacture of missiles, did you obtain any 
a which you passed on to anybody in the Communist 
Part 

Mi. Ross. Sir, I respectfully decline to answer that question for the 
same reasons that I have given on previous questions concerning this 
particular end. 

Mr. Wuu1s. The witness is excused. 

Mr. Arens. By excused, Mr. Chairman, you mean, of course, ex- 
cused from immediate attendance. 

Mr. Wiuus. Excused at this time, but he is under continuing 
subpena. 

Mr. Ross. Thank you. 

Mr. Wits. The committee will take a 15-minute recess. 

(Members of the subcommittee present at the taking of the recess: 
Representatives Willis, Johansen, and Scherer.) 

At the expiration of the recess, the following members of the 
subcommittee were present: Representatives Willis and Johansen.) 

Mr. Wiu1s. The subcommittee will come to order. 

Mr. Arens, call your next witness. 

Mr. Arens. Ruben Venger, please come forward. 

Mr. Wixuts. Please raise your right hand. 

You do solemnly swear that the testimony you are about to give 
will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help 
you God? 

Mr. Vencer. I do. 

Mr. Anversen. Mr. Arens, for the benefit of other counsel, would 
it be possible to announce the order of the witnesses? Some of them 
would like to go out and get a bite to eat, if they have time. 

Mr. Arens. May I suggest this: that it is our present intention 
to call Mr. Ruben Venger, who is now here, and then pursuant to 
= request to call Mr. Ralph Izard. Then we had in mind calling 

illiam Reich. Then we were going to call Mr. Lafferty. Then 
we were going to resume with Mr. Prussion for a short while. 

So Counsel, those who would like to absent themselves to get a bite to 
eat now have an idea of what our intentions are. 

From THE Fioor. May I inquire whether the list of witnesses just 
announced by Mr. Arens will represent all the witnesses? 

Mr. Arens. No; I was just giving the next few. 

Mr. Wiu1s. Please proceed, Mr. Arens. 


TESTIMONY OF RUBEN VENGER, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 
GEORGE R. ANDERSEN 


Mr. Arens. Kindly identify yourself by name, residence, and occu- 
pation. 

Mr. Vencer. My name is Ruben Venger. I live at 420 West Rail- 
road Avenue, Cotati, Calif. My occupation was a tailor all the 
time. Then I went chicken and oultry ranching. Now, thanks to 
the administration, I had to go wake to tailoring. 

(At this point Representative Scherer entered the hearing room.) 
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Mr. Arens. You are appearing today in response to a subpena 
which was served upon you by this committee ? 

Mr. Vencer. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. You are represented by counsel ? 

Mr. Veneer. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Counsel, kindly identify yourself. 

Mr. AnprersEN. George Andersen. 

Mr. Arens. Where were you born, Mr. Venger ? 

Mr. Venger. In old ezarist Russia. 

Mr. Arens. When did you come to the United States for permanent 
residence ? 

Mr. Vencer. 1912. 

Mr. Arens. Are you a citizen of the United States? 

i Mr. Vencer. At 21 years of age I became a citizen of the United 
tates. 

Mr. Arens. By naturalization or derivation ? 

Mr. Vencer. Naturalization; of my own free will. 

Mr. Arens. Do you know a man by the name of William Kimple? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Veneer. I don’t think I want to talk about anybody else ex- 
myself. 

r. Arens. Then tell us about yourself. Are you now a Commu- 
nist Party functionary in Sonoma County, in northern California? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Veneer. I refuse to answer that on the first and fifth amend- 
ments. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. William Kimple appeared before this committee 
and swore that he knew you as a member of the Communist Party. 
Was Mr. Kimple in error in that identification of you in that capacity ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Vencer. I give the same answer as I previously stated. 

Mr. Arens. Do you have any income other than the income from 
the occupation which you described a moment ago as your occupation ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel. 

Mr. Veneer. I don’t think it is any of your business to know of 
those incomes. 

Mr. Arens. We are not concerned—— 

Mr. Scuerer. Just a moment. 

I ask that you direct the witness to answer the question. 

Mr. Wuu1s. The witness is directed to answer the question. 

Mr. Scuerer. It is certainly our business if it comes from the Com- 
munist Party. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Vencer. The same as I previously stated. 

Mr. Scuerer. Do you mean you refuse to answer? 

Mr. Vencer. I refuse on the same grounds as I previously stated. 

Mr. Arens. Are you now, this instant, a member of the Communist 


Party? 

( The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Vencer. I give you the same—I refuse to answer on the same 
ground as I previously stated. 

Mr. Arens. I respectfully suggest that will conclude the staff in- 
terrogation of this witness. 
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* Mr. Wits. The witness is excused. 

Mr. Arens. Ralph Izard, please come forward and remain stand- 
ing while the chairman administers an oath. 

fr. Wits. Please raise your right hand. 

You do solemnly swear that the testimony you are about to give will 
be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you 
God? 

Mr. Izarp. Yes. 


TESTIMONY OF RALPH IZARD, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 
GEORGE R. ANDERSEN 


Mr. Arens. Kindly identify yourself by name, residence, and occu- 
pation. 

Mr. Izarp. My name is Ralph Izard. [I live at 1335-A Columbus 
Avenue, San Francisco. I ama writer and a student. 

Mr. Arens. You are appearing today in response to a subpena 
which was served upon you by this committee ? 

Mr. Izarp. Is that a question ? 

Mr. Arens. Yes, sir. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Izarp. I should think that the committee would know the 
answer to that question. 

Mr. Wiis. Let me explain it to you. I would think that you 
would want that question asked. In other words, you did not come 
here voluntarily, you have been subpenaed, and we want the record 
to reflect that. 

Mr. Izarp. I would never be on hand here voluntarily. 

Mr. Wituts. It isa proper question. Proceed. 

Mr. Arens. Would you tell us if you are represented by counsel ? 

Mr. Izarp. I am represented by able counsel who, unfortunately, is 
unable to speak up and represent me as I would like to be represented. 

Mr. Arens. Counsel, will you kindly identify yourself for this 
record ? 

Mr. Anpersen. My name is George Andersen. 

Mr. Arens. Where and when were you born 4 

(The witness conferred with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Izarp. Chicago, I1., the 19th of November 1905. 

Mr. Arens. And a word, please, about your education ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel ) 

Mr. Izarp. Education is a broad term. My education is still going 
on. I have had a very fine education the last 3 days here. 

Mr. Arens. We are speaking about your formal education. 

Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that the Chair again admon- 
ish those who are in attendance that we insist upon proper decorwn. 

Mr. Wiuus. I think the audience understands that very well. I 
plead with them to respect the rule. We will have to enforce it. 

Mr. Arens. Please give us a word, sir, respecting your formal edu- 
cation. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Izarp. I attended kindergarten and, to the best of my recol- 
lection, the first grade in Chicago. I believe I attended another kin- 
dergarten in Flint, Mich. By the time I arrived in Lakewood, Ohio, 
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I think I was in the second grade. My memory fails me on this point, 
but at the time I went there to be with my mother, so she would be a 
better check on this than I am. 

I finished my lower, my elementary schooling, in the schools of 
Lakewood, Ohio, and with one gap, attended straight through them, 
junior high school and high pa at 5 in Lakewood, Ohio. 

Mr. Arens. Did that complete your formal education ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Izarp. Yes. I went to college. 

Mr. Arens. Kindly give use a word on that, please, sir. 

Mr. Izarp. Which word do you want, sir? 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest the witness now 
be ordered and directed to answer the query. 

Mr. Izarv. I don’t understand the query. He asked me for a word. 

Mr. Arens. You don’t understand what I am asking you? 

Mr. Izarp. No, I don’t. 

Mr. Arens. Did you attend college? 

Mr. Izarp. I did, sir. 

Mr. Arens. What college did you attend ? 

Mr. Izarp. The University of 

Mr. Arens. When did you attend the University of Wisconsin ? 

Mr. Izarp. From the autumn of 1925 until my graduation in the 
spring of 1929, 

Mr. Arens. What degree, if any, did you receive from the Uni- 
versity of Wisconsin ? 

Mr. Izarp. The usual academic degree, AB, I believe. 

Mr. Arens. Did that then complete your formal education ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Izarv. To the best of my recollection, yes. The committee may 
have other interpretations on it. 

Mr. Arens. How long have you been living in California? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Izarp. Since 1948, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Have you, in the course of the last 5 years, traveled 
abroad ¢ 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Izarv. Please repeat the question. 

Mr. Arens. Have you, in the course of the last 5 years, traveled 
abroad ? 

Mr. Izarp. Will you name the interval that you mean by the last 5 

rears? 
; Mr. Arens. Five years prior to today. 

(The witness con sae with his counsel.) 

Mr. Izarp. I take it you mean May of 1955 to May of 1960? 

Mr. Arens. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Izarp. No, I did not. 

Mr. Arens. Have you traveled abroad in the course of the last 6 or 
7 years? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Izarv. Will you repeat the question, sir? I am sorry, I am 
a littleh—— 

Mr. Arens. Have you traveled abroad in the course of the last 6 or 
7 years? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 
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Mr. Izarp. Well, I think I have been to Ensenada, Mexico, on a va- 
cation. 

Mr. Arens. Have you traveled to India and the Far East? 

Mr. Izarp. Several times, sir. i . 

Mr. Arens. Over what period of time did you make these several 
journeys to the Far East? 

Mr. Izarp. 1946-47 and 1950. 

Mr. Arens. Where did you go in 1950? ” 

Mr. Izarp. This will require some consultation, if counsel will excuse 
me for a moment. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) ; 

Mr. Izarv. Yes, Mr. Arens, I think your question was where I went? 

Mr. AreEns. Yes, please, sir. 

Mr. Izarv. My ship took me first to Yokohama and from there I 
went to Tokyo for several days while the ship was tied up, and then 
from Yokohama to Manila for several days; to Cebu City for another 
day, back to Manila for a few hours, then direct to Hong Kong, where 
I stayed 15 days, after which I went to Macao. 

From Macao I went to Chung-shan. From Chung-shan I went to 
Yangshuo, from Yangshuo to Wuhan. ; 

Mr. Arens. Would you hesitate to inform one who is unenlight- 
ened, are these places which you are now describing within the confines 
of Red China? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Izarp. Does the counsel mean the People’s Republic of China? 

Mr. Arens. Well, it is not the same terminology. You use one ter- 
minology and I use another. We will accept your terminology for the 
purpose of this query only. Yes. 

Mr. Izarp. Well, you see, at Macao, Macao used to be an island, 
and in the old days when the countries of the world did what they 
wanted, to loot China, Macao was owned by the Portuguese, and it is 
still a Portuguese entry port, although the harbor is silted up to about 
6 feet and it has no real economic significance any more. Its only real 
economic significance, and the only reason it is able to sustain life, 
is a causeway about 6 miles in length, which connects it with the Chi- 
nese mainland and from where rice—— 

Mr. Scuerer. Mr. Chairman, this is just a smart-aleck answer by 
the witness. I ask that you direct the witness to answer the question. 

Mr. Wiuus. Yes. The question is: Are these places you named 
within the territory of the—— 

Mr. Anversen. He was explaining that Macao is Portuguese. That 
is what he was explaining. 

Mr. Arens. Go ahead, please, sir. 

Mr. Izarp. Well, if I have Mr. Scherer’s permission, I will go ahead. 
I don’t want to go ahead without the consent of the full committee. 

Mr. Scuerer. I ask that you direct the witness to answer the ques- 
tions. Are any of the places he mentioned in Red China? 

Mr. Anvrrsen. If there is a question before the witness, I want it 
repeated, so my client knows where he stands. 

r. Arens. The essence of the question or thought which is intended 
to be conveyed to any reasonably receptive mind is: Are the cities or 
places that se have been describing within the mainland of China, 
which we characterize as “Red China” and which you have charac- 
terized as “The People’s Republic of China”? 
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Mr. Izarp. Chung-shan is the birthplace of Sun Yat-sen, known as 
the George Washington of China, the Father of his Country. 

Mr. Arens. Now, sir, would you continue your description—— 

Mr. Scuerer. He has not answered the question. I ask that you 
direct the witness to answer the question. 

Mr. Wiis. You are directed to answer the question. 

Mr. Izarp. Honorable Member Willis, I am at a loss as to what to 
answer. Mr. Scherer has totally confused me. 

Mr. Arens. We will “unconfuse” you and start over. 

Are these cities, these places that you have described, in Red China, 
or are they not in Red China? 

Mr. Izarp. Macao is in China. It is part of China. 

Mr. Arens. Thank you, sir. Now would you go on and tell us 
the other places where you traveled in this journey in 1950? 

Mr. Izarp. But it is Portuguese occupied. Hong Kong is China. 

Mr. Arens. Now, kindly proceed. 

Mr. Izarp. From Chung-shan, which, as I say, is the birthplace of 
Sun Yat-sen, famous throughout China for that reason, I went to 
Yangshuo, by riverboat. 

At Yangshuo, after a wait of about a week, I boarded a train, a 
special train, bound for Peking, which is usually called mistakenly, 

eiping. Peking means “northern capital,” and Peiping means 
“northern peace. 

Mr. Arens. Now we are for a certainly in Red China? 

Mr. Izarv. Yes. This train carried mone of the Chinese political 
consultative peoples, a mouthful in English, shorter in Chinese, 
bound for the second session of that congress of the Chinese people. 
oe As had the red-carpet treatment all the way from Yangshuo to 

eking. 

ae witness conferred with his counsel.) 

. Arens. Could you, in summary form, tell us where else you 
went on this trip in 1950? 

Mr. Izarp. I looked briefly on Mukden and Tientsin. In Tientsin I 
was about a month there. 

Mr. Arens. May I suggest you might move that microphone a little 
closer to you? 

Mr. Izarp. I would have to put it my lap. Is that better? 

Mr. Arens. That is better. Thank you, sir. 

Did that conclude your trip or did you go someplace else before you 
returned ? 

Mr. Izarp. No, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Would you kindly tell us in summary form the prin- 
cipal other places where you went ? 

r. Izarp. From Tientsin to Otaru, on the Island of Hokkaido, and 
from Otaru into Sapporo, which is the main city on the Island of 
Hokkaido, back to Otaru again, and then to the port of San Francisco. 

Mr. Arens. Did you travel on a United States passport ? 

Mr. Izarp. I did, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Did the passport have a provision prohibiting travel 
on that passport in Red China? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Izarp. Not to my knowledge, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Did you have a visa for admission into Red China? 
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Mr. Izarp. Sir, it is impossible to get visas from countries which 
are not recognized by my own country. 

Mr. Arens. Did you have travel documents for travel in Red 
China? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Izarp. No,sir. I just went to China; that is all. 

Mr. Arens. Did you have prearranged plans, make prearrange- 
ments on your trip? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Izarp. No, sir, 1 did not. That is why I had to wait in Hong 
Kong and then wait again in Macao. 

Mr. Arens. Whom did you contact in Hong Kong to make ar 
rangements for your admission into Red China? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Izarpv. How do you mean “Who did I contact?” I don’t under- 
stand. 

Mr. Arens. Did you contact someone to make arrangements for you 
to be admitted into China, Red China ¢ 

Mr. Izarp. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Who was that person ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Izarp. I talked to a Chinese news agency in Hong Kong. 

Mr. Arens. Did you identify yourself to that news agency 4 

Mr. Izarp. I did, sir. 

Mr. Arens. And did you pay a sum of money to that news agency 
for the service and accommodations to be rendered to you in order to 
let you travel in Red China? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Izarp. I can’t recall the amount of the expenditure, sir, but I 
spent some money, but how much, I don’t know what it was. 

Mr. Arens. Did you pay all of your expenses in Red China? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Arens. Or were you in any sense a guest of some person, group, 
or organization ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Izarp. Will you repeat that question, Mr. Arens? 

Mr. Arens. Did you pay all of your expenses personally on your 
trip into and through Red China, or were your expenses, on the other 
hand, paid by some other person, group, or organization ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Izarp. I misplaced my books that I may have kept of the actual 
expenditures at that time, but it seems to me this is very minute 
and piddling information on my financial status at the time, which I 
have no record of any more. That, after all, is 10 years ago, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Were you the guest of the Red Chinese Government? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Izarp. Yes, sir. My passage to Peking, Peiping, I was a guest 
of the Chinese Government. 


Mr. Arens. I am going to come back to that in a minute, but I have 


to back up for just amoment. _ 
When you filed your application for a U.S. passport to travel as a 


US. citizen abroad, did you, in your passport application, indicate 
to your Government, or that agency of the Government known as the 
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State Department, that you intended in that trip which you proposed 
to take to travel in Red China, or was that just as, you might say, an 
afterthought 

(The witness conferred with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Izarp. I announced my intention of going to East Asia. 

Mr. Arens. Now would you kindly answer the question 4 

(The witness conferred with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Izarp. I thought I had, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Did you, on your passport application, tell the Depart- 
ment of State that you proposed and intended to go to Red China? 

(The witness con ferred with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Izarp. But I had no such intention when I left here. 

Mr. Arens. When did this intention formulate itself in your mind, 
to go to Red China? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Izarp. When I found out that I could get into the country with 
some ease and that there were no other Western newsmen there and 
that I would have a free field. 

Mr. Arens. Who is it on behalf of the Red Chinese regime that 
extended to you the first indication of hospitality or acceptability of 
yourself into that area ¢ 

(The witness conferred with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Izarv. I am sorry, I don’t know—I never did know his name. 

Mr. Arens. Then you just walked into Red China, got on a train, 
and went in; is that correct ? 

Mr. Izarp. No, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Then tell us, in your own words, please, sir, man to man, 
how you got into Red China. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Izarp. Let’s drop the man-to-man appeal, Mr. Arens. I know 
I am speaking as a man—I speak for myself. 

Mr. Arens. That is a colloquialism, and you know it, sir. 

Now, kindly tell us when and how you first received word that you 
were to be a guest of the Red Chinese regime. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Izarp. So far as I know, this news agency that I mentioned to 
you paid for it. 

Mr. Arens. Did you reveal to the news agency that you were then a 
member of the Communist Party ? 

(‘The witness confererd with his counsel.) 

Mr. Izarp. In answer to your question, the committee is running 
true to form. It has already defamed, befouled, and brutalized the 
city of St. Francis. 

I seek by use of the citizens’ shield of the Republic, the fifth amend- 
ment, the same as you, Mr, Arens, sought it yesterday when you were 
not even under oath, but you were asked whether you were subsidized 
by a racist propagandist, and you refused to say whether you were 
or were not. You refused either to confirm or to deny that. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Izard, you certainly wouldn’t suggest, you of all 
people, guilt by association ? 

Mr. Izarp. No, I suggest—— 

Mr. Arens. Would you kindly proceed with your response? 

Mr. Izarv. I already have responded to you, sir. 
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Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respect fully suggest this witness now 
be ordered and directed to answer that question. 

Mr. Wuiuis. You are ordered to answer the question. We have 
given you too much time already. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Izarp. I avail myself of the first amendment, which you have 
already trampled upon, and I avail myself also of that citizen’s 
shield of the Republic, the privilege of not being forced to testify 
against myself, under the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Scuerer. A very fine speech, coming from a Communist. 

Mr. Arens. Did you, sir, have conferences with representatives of 
the Red China regime in the course of your sojourns in 1950 in that 
country 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Izarp. Well, I couldn’t certainly be in the city of Peking, which 
is a city of some millions of people, and not talk with somebody, and 
I did talk to the vice mayor of the city. 

Mr. Arens. Did you talk with the Propaganda Ministry repre- 
sentatives in Red China? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Izarp. Not tomy knowledge, Mr. Arens. 

Mr. Arens. Did you acquire information in Red China which you 
subsequently used in your writings and in your lecturing back in the 
United States of America ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Izarp. Mr. Willis, there seems to be a slight misunderstanding 
inthe question. There is some gradation of meaning there. Will you 
repeat it, please ? 

fr. Wits. You have been referring to Mr. Arens as Mr. Willis, 
I believe. 

Mr. Izarp. Excuseme. Mr. Arens? 

Mr. Arens. Did you acquire information there which you subse- 
quantty used in lectures and writings here on American soil, in this 

ree country ¢ 

Mr. Izarp. Yes, I think I did—Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Was that one of the reasons why you traveled through 
Red China, to acquire information that you could use as a basis for 
your lectures and writings in the United States / 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Izarp. Yes, that is one reason. 

Mr. Arens. While you were there, did it occur to you to inquire, 
and did you inquire, respecting the commune system in Red China? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Izarp. Sir, you jumped the gun by 8 years. 

Mr. Arens. While you were there, did you make inquiry respecting 
the emasculation, the crucifixion, of the Christian missionaries who 
had been teaching in Red China? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Izarp. You must have visited China more extensively than 
I did, Mr. Arens. 

Mr. Arens. Kindly answer the question, sir. 

Mr. Izarp. Nothing of that kind ever happened, to my knowledge, 
that I know about. 
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Mr. Arens. While you were there, did you make inquiries respecting 
the complete obliteration, murder, of the some 12 to 20 million peo- 
ple by the Red China regime in its ascendancy to power on that 
continent 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Izarp. No, sir. What I was asked about was the obliteration 
of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. 

Mr. Arens. While you were there in Red China, did you acquire 
any information—lI was going to ask you if you acquired any informa- 
tion that you could use in the interests of your Government in defend- 
ing itself against the onrush of that Communist regime, but that would 
be a ridiculous question in view of the status of the record. 

Now, sir, after you came back to the United States, did you address 
certain groups and organizations on the subject of your findings and 
the subject of your trip to Red China? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Izarv. Yes, sir, I spoke from Bellingham, Washington, to San 
Diego, along the coast here. 

Mr. Scuerer. Mr. Arens, the witness indicated, if I remember the 
testimony correctly, that when he went into Red China, he went in as 
a newspaperman. Am I correct that that was his statement? 

Mr. Arens. That is the way I interpret his testimony, at the invita- 
tion and as a guest of this terror regime; yes, sir. 

Mr. Scuerer. Witness, were you employed by anyone wlien you 
went into Red China? 

Mr. Izarp. I had some understandings that my pieces would be 
bought, but as for regular employment, no, sir. 

Mr. Scuerer. You were a freelance newsman or writer or journalist 
at that time? 

Mr. Izarp. That is correct, sir. Journalists only earn $25,000 a 
year or more, so I was a freelance. 

Mr. Arens. Did you then subsequently sell your stories about the 
situation in Red China to certain of the news outlets in this country ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) _ 

Mr. Izarp. If you will be kind enough to repeat the question ? 

Mr. Arens. Did you subsequently sell to certain news outlets in this 
country, your stories, your pieces, your articles ? 

Mr. Izarp. Yes, sir; I sold some here and abroad. 

Mr. Arens. Can you tell us what news outlets here carried your 
material respecting the situation there as you viewed it ? 

Mr. Izarp. The newspaper “The People’s World” here on the Pacific 
Coast, which was then a daily paper, and Telepress News Agency in 
London. 

Mr. Arens. May I ask, in passing, have you also, or were you also 
during the war a correspondent for Yank magazine ? 

Mr. Izarpv. Yes, sir; I was. 

Mr. Arens. Were you at that time a member of the Communist 


(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Izarp. My answer is the same as it was, the shield of the Re- 
public still stands, despite all your work. Fifth amendment. 
_ Mr. Arens. Over what period of time did you continue your lectur- 
ing respecting the People’s Republic and the regime there, as you 
viewed it, when you took this trip ? 
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Mr. Izarv. I should say, sir, until it became old hat, you know, 
passé information. 

Mr. Arens. I meant from the standpoint of chronology. You be- 
gan your speaking about what time ¢ 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Arens. About what year did you begin this lecturing around 
the country ¢ 

Mr. Izarp. I began on my return from China. 

Mr. Arens. Let’s get that year down. 

Mr. Izarp. 1950, sir. 

Mr. Arens. How long did you continue in that vein? 

Mr. Izarpv. Well, I continued lecturing that way until, as I said, it 
became passé information, about 1953 or so. 

Mr. Arens. Were you doing this lecturing during the Korean war ? 

Mr. Izarp. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Were you doing this lecturing about the People’s Re- 
public of China and what you beheld there, at the time the Red 
Chinese armies attacked the boys who were defending this Nation, 
fighting under the flag of this Government, in South Korea? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Izarp. Yes, I was doing it until about 1953; yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. And did you express to the groups and organizations 
that were listening to you, the indignation, any indignation, respecting 
the atrocities committed against our soldiers in South Korea by the 
Red Chinese ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Izarp. Mr. Counsel, Mr. Arens, everything I said or wrote is a 
matter of public record. One of your FBI boys had his microphones 
planted in a Christmas tree when I spoke in Pasadena. The Christ- 
mas tree was right beside the speaker’s platform. So they must have 
a record of all of this. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest the witness be 
ordered and directed to answer that question. 

Mr. Wituts. You are ordered to answer the question. 

Mr. Izarp. Will you please repeat the question, Mr. Arens? I have 
lost sight of it in the long colloquy of it. 

Mr. Arens. I will strike the question. 

Are you now, at this instant, one of the propagandists for the Com- 
munist conspiracy in northern California / 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Izarp. I avail myself of the same bright and shining shield of 
the Republic, the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Arens. Were you a delegate to the 17th National Convention of 
the Communist Party, a delegate from California to the 17th Na- 
tional Convention of the Communist Party, in New York City ? 

Mr. Izarv. The same answer, sir. 

Mr. Arens. That was December 1959. 

Mr. Scuerer. Does the record show that he was, Mr. Arens? 

Mr. Arens. Yes. That isin the record. 

Yes, on Thursday, Mr. Scherer, when the delegates were included in 
the record, obtained from unimpeachable, confidential sources. 

Do you know a person by the name of Charles Blodgett ? 

Mr. Izarp. The same answer, sir. 
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Mr. Arens. Charles Blodgett took an oath before this committee, 
and swore, in 1953 that he knew you, sir, to be a hard-core member 
of the conspiratorial force which operates on American soil behind 
the facade of the Communist Party. Was he in error or was he telling 
the truth when he swore that to this committee? 

(The witnesses conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Izarp. I will still stand on the fifth amendment, although I 
would like to swear at, rather than with, this committee. 

Mr. Arens. We understand that. 

Io you know a man by the name of Archie Brown ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Izarp. Same answer, sir. 

Mr. Arens. You were his campaign manager here, were you not, 
when he decided to sacrifice himself on the “altar of public service” 
and run for some public oflice—I believe, supervisor, which meets in 
the room in which we are now assembled ; isn’t that correct ? 

Mr. Izarp. The same answer, sir. 

Mr. Arens. We would like to display to you a thermofax reproduc- 
tion of a letter by the Committee to Elect Archie Brown to the Board 
of Supervisors, in which the recipient of this letter, addressed as “Dear 
Friend,” is urged to make contributions for this campaign. It is 
signed: “Yours for electing Archie Brown, Ralph Izard, Canioalen 


Mer.” 

Kindly look at this document which Mr. Wheeler will now display 
to you, and tell this committee whether that is a true and correct repro- 
duction of a document which was passed out by yourself over this 
community. 

( Document handed to the witness. ) 

(The witness conferred with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Izarp. It seems to be a well-written document, sir, but the 
answer is the same. 

(Document marked “Izard Exhibit No. 1” and retained in commit- 
tee files. ) 

Mr. Arens. Did you write the document? 

Mr. Izarp. The same answer, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Now I display to you a thermofax reproduction of an 
advertisement appearing in the San Francisco Chronicle— 

IT will withdraw that. 

Since you were subpenaed to appear before this committee, have 
you been in session with people known by you to be members of the 
Communist Party, respecting a concerted course of action to be taken 
by people who have been subpenaed to appear before this committee 
in this series of sessions here in San Francisco? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Izarp. I hope this is growing as wearisome to you as it is to me, 
but the answer is the same. 

Mr. Arens. Yes, sir, over the course of many years you would be 
surprised how frustrating and wearisome it gets to us. 

Have you been in session with international Communist agent, 
Frank Wilkinson, in the course of the last week to 10 days, respecting 
a course of action to be taken to stimulate and to incite to riot these 
young people who have been in session in this courthouse, in this 
City Hall, and around the City Hall, the last few days. 
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Mr. Izarp. In answer to your question, sir, the temper of the com- 
mittee was revealed in all its hideous clarity in yesterday’s events. 
The answer is the same. 

Mr. Scurrer. Mr. Chairman, I request that you direct the witness 
to answer the question. 

Mr. Wiztis. You are directed to answer the question. 

Mr. Izarp. The answer is the same, the bright and shining shield 
of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Wits. Next question. 

Mr. Arens. I just want to be sure the record is clear on one 
question. 

Are you now, at this instant, a member of the Communist Party? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Izarp. The answer is the same, sir. 

Mr. Arens. I respectfully suggest that this will conclude the staff 
interrogation of this witness. 

Mr. Scuerer. Let us not leave that “the same.” Does he decline 
to answer for the same reasons ? 

Mr. Wituts. You are directed to answer the last question. 

Mr. Izarp. I will accept Mr. Scherer’s kindly offered amendment. 

Mr. Wix1s. It must come from your lips. 

Mr. Izarp. It must come from my lips, did you say? Yes, the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Wiu1s. Do you mean you decline to answer ? 

Mr. Izarp. I decline to answer on the grounds that I am not com- 
yelled to bear witness against myself. 

Mr. Arens. Have you been a participant in the incitement of the 
riotous conduct which has been witnessed here in the course of the 
last 2 or 3 days of our committee sessions ? 

Mr. Izarp. I charge this committee with inciting that what hap- 
pened yesterday. 

Mr. Arens. I respectfully suggest, Mr. Chairman, that the wit- 
ness now be ordered and directed to answer the question. 

Mr. Wiis. You are directed to answer the question. 

Mr. Izarp. I stand on the first amendment, and I stand on my 
rights not to be a witness against myself. I charge this committee 
with guilty responsibility in yesterday’s events. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that will con- 
clude the staff interrogation of this witness. 

Mr. Mr. Scherer. 

Mr. Izarp. Oh,a fellow Ohioan. 

Mr. Scuerer. Have you ever received anything of value, either 
directly or indirectly, from the Communist apparatus for your known 
service to the Communist cause ? 

Mr. Izarp. The same answer, sir. 

Mr. Scuerer. The fact is, Witness, and I ask you to affirm or deny 
it, that you are a paid agent of the Communist apparatus in the 
United States. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Izarv. The answer remains the same, sir. 

Mr. Wits. The witness is excused. 

Mr. Scuurer. Now we know how the riots started. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, the next witness is William Reich. 
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Please come forward and remain standing while the chairman ad- 
ministers an oath. 

Mr. Wiis. Please raise your right hand. 

You do solemnly swear that the testimony you are about to give 
will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help 
you God? 

Mr. Reicu. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF WILLIAM REICH, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 
NORMAN HOWARD 


Mr. Arens. Please identify yourself by name, residence, and occu- 
ation. 
( Mr. Reicu. My name is William Reich. I live at 7615 Sunkist 
Drive, Oakland, California. By occupation I am an ex-teacher. At 
present I am engaged in journalism and research, only part time, 
however, since I suffered an attack of spinal meningitis in 1953. I 
also raise Bedlingtons. The Bedlington is a dog. 

Mr. ARrens. vo are appearing today in response to a subpena 
which was served upon you by this committee ? 

Mr. Reitcu. Yes. And I would like to inform this committee how 
the subpena server violated Federal law in serving this subpena, since 
this person who served the subpena posed as 

Mr. Wits. Well, you responded to it. Proceed. 

Mr. Reicu. I wish to point out that the person who served this 
subpena posed as a census taker to gain admittance to my home, which 
is a clear violation of Federal law, which I have taken up with proper 
authorities. 

Mr. Wits. Good. I think you should. 

Mr. Arens. You are represented by counsel ? 

Mr. Retcu. I am. 

Mr. Arens. Counsel, kindly identify yourself on this record. 

Mr. Howarp. Norman Howard, San Jose, Calif. 

Mr. Arens. Do you know a person by the name of Charles Blodgett, 
Mr. Reich ? 

Mr. Reicu. I don’t understand the question. 

Mr. Arens. David Blodgett. 

Mr. Reicu. I don’t recall any such person. 

Mr. Arens. Do you know a besa, the name of Lloyd Hamlin? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Rercu. Mr. Chairman, I decline to answer that question on the 
grounds of the first and fifth amendments. 

Mr. Arens. We would like to display to you now a photostatic 
reproduction of a letter on the letterhead of the 8th Congressional 
District Democratic Council, 7615 Sunkist Drive, Oakland 5, Calif. 
addressed to District Attorney J. Frank Coakley, Oakland, Calif. I 
want to read this. 


Deak Mr. Coaktey. The enclosed resolution was adopted by the 8th Cop- 
gressional District Democratic Council on April 22. 

At the regular monthly meeting of the Council you were charged with en- 
couraging, aiding and abetting local school boards in Alameda County to harass 
teachers on the basis of flimsy, unchecked evidence in the House Un-American 
Activities Committee files, thereby jeopardizing the livelihood of the accused 
teachers. This despite the fact that Attorney General Stanley Mosk advised 
that the “evidence” submitted by the Committee be ignored. 
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We feel this is a serious charge, since such harassment constitutes violation 
of the First Amendment to the Constitution of the U.S. (persecution for per- 
sonal beliefs). Furthermore, civil rights are violated since teachers have been 
given no information regarding who made the accusations, and they are given 
no opportunity to confront their accusers. 

Since we do not wish to be guilty of the same unconstitutional and undemo- 
cratic procedure, we will give you an opportunity to confront your accusers, if 
you so desire, at our next meeting which will be held in San Leandro City 
Hall, Friday, May 27, at 8 P.M. 

Then there is accompanying this a resolution, on the face of which 
it indicates that it was passed by the 8th Congressional District Dem- 
ocratic Council. This letter of transmission is signed William Reich, 
Corresponding Secretary. 

Kindly look at this photostatic reproduction of this document and 
tell this committee, first of all, if this is a true and correct repro- 
duction of a letter sent by you in the capacity of corresponding secre- 
tary of the 8th Congressional District Democratic Council to the 
Alameda County Courthouse, District Attorney Coakley, and _ sec- 
ondly, and most importantly, whether you made known to the mem- 
bers of the 8th Congressional District Democratic Council the fact 
that you were at the instant you were participating in this enterprise 
not a member of the Democratic Party in the concept we have in the 
free world, but were then at that instant a member of the Communist 
Party. 

(The document was handed to the witness. ) 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Rercu. Mr. Chairman, since I believe this committee has no 
right to inquire into my political associations and beliefs, I will take 
the first and fifth amendments and decline to answer that question. 

(Document marked “Reich Exhibit No. 1” and retained in com- 
mittee files. ) 

Mr. Arens. Were you on the date on which you signed this letter 
a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Reicu. Again I will take the first and fifth amendments to 
decline to answer. 

Mr. Arens. You weren't at all hesitant to reveal in the letter that 
you were then a member and corresponding secretary of the Congres- 
sional District Democratic Council, were you / 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Reicu. Same answer. My political beliefs, I feel, are no busi- 
ness of this committee. 

Mr. Arens. You revealed your political beliefs in this letter, did 
you not? 

Mr. Reicu. This letter was not sent to the committee. 

Mr. Arens. You realize that you are under oath now, sir? 

Mr. Reicn. Yes. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Arens. Is it your design and your intention, after you are re- 
lieved from the pains and penalties of perjury, released by this com- 
mittee from your subpena, to return to the 8th Congressional District 
Democratic Council and say to those good people of that legitimate 
political organization, “Of course I am not a member of the Commu- 
nist Party, but I wasn’t going to tell that witch-hunting, Fascist, Red- 
baiting, Constitution-destroying Committee on Un-American Activi- 
ties that I was or was not a member of the Communist Party”? 
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Is that your intention or design ¢ 

Mr. Retcu. Mr. Chairman, Twill take my privilege under the first 
and fifth amendments to decline to answer that question. 

Mr. po Are you, this very instant, a member of the Communist 
Part 

Mr. Reicu. Again I take my privilege under the first and fifth 
to decline to answer. 

Mr. Arens. Were you at one time what is known as a Trotskyite / 

Mr. Reicu. Mr. Chairman, under the first and fifth amendments I 
refuse to answer. 

Mr. Arens. I would like to read to you a thermofax reproduction 
of an article appearing in the Western Worker under date of March 
12, 1936. The headline of this article is “Johnson, Hallett, Reich 
Repudiate Trotzky,” Trotsky, of course, being a one-time member of 
the Kremlin force but who fell out with Joe Stalin, and who subse- 
quently got a pickax in his head in Mexico. 

Warning their “Socialist comrades” against the introduction of Trotskyism 
into the ranks of the Socialists of America, three prominent leaders of the 
Trotskyite Workers Party have resigned from that group and have declared for 
the realistic program of the Communist Party of the U.S.A., and of the Com- 
munist International. 

Among those named is the following: “Bill Reich, educational di- 
rector of the Pennsylvania Unemployed League, who served 30 days 
in a Columbus, Ohio, jail for fighting evictions”—and then others. 

Are the facts which I have just read to you, or the statements which 
I have just read to you, a true and correct representation of the facts 
as they transpired and as they are revealed in this publication, the 
Western Worker, of March 12, 1936? 

Mr. Reicu. May I see the document, please ? 

Mr. Arens. Certainly. I apologize for not showing it to you. 

(The document was handed to the witness. ) 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Retcu. Mr. Chairman, exercising my rights under the first 
and fifth amendments, I decline to answer. 

ee marked “Reich Exhibit No. 2” and retained in commit- 
tee files. 

j Mr. Aunne. Are you now, this instant, a member of the Communist 
arty 

Mi. Reicu. The same answer. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, although we had a number of other 
items we wanted to interrogate this man on, or thought we might 
want to interrogate him on, in view of the time situation and other ele- 
ments, I respectfully suggest that will conclude the staff interrogation 
of this witness. 

Mr. Wituis. The witness is excused. 

Out of consideration for the reporter, we will take a brief recess. 

(Members of the subcommittee present at the taking of the recess: 
Representatives Willis, Johansen, and Scherer. ) 

(Members of the subcommittee present at time of reconvening: 
Representatives Willis, Johansen, and Scherer. ) 

Mr. Witu1s. The subcommittee will come to order. Mr. Arens, call 
your next witness. 
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Mr. Arens. Ralph Johnsen, kindly come forward and remain 
standing while the chairman administers an oath. 

Ralph Johnsen ¢ 

Mr. Wheeler, would you please see that he is paged ? 

Mr. Johnsen, please come forward and remain standing while the 
chairman administers an oath. 

Mr. Wits. Please raise your right hand. 

Do you solemnly swear that the testimony you are about to give 
before this subcommittee will be the truth, the whole truth, and noth- 
ing but the truth, so help you God? 

r. JouHNnsEN. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF RALPH (KENNETH) JOHNSEN, ACCOMPANIED BY 
COUNSEL, ALBERT M. BENDICH 


Mr. Arens. Kindly identify yourself my name, residence, and 
occupation. 

Mr. Jounsen. My name is Ralph Johnsen. I reside at 1920-A 
Grant Street, Berkeley. 

Mr. Arens. You are appearing today in response to a subpena 
which was served upon you by this committee ? 

Mr. Jonnsen. That is correct. 

Mr. Arens. You are represented by counsel 

Mr. Jounsen. Yes, I am. 

Mr. Arens. Counsel, kindly identify yourself. 

Mr. Benpicn. Albert M. Bendich, staff counsel, American Civil 
Liberties Union of Northern California. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Johnsen, were you previously employed as a school- 
teacher ? 

Mr. Jonnsen. That iscorrect, sir. 

Mr. Arens. And did you resign your employment as a school- 
teacher? 

Mr. Jounsen. Yes, I did, sir. 

Mr. Arens. And what precipitated your resignation as a school- 
teacher? 

Mr. Jounsen. Would you clarify that question as to time, sir? 

Mr. Arens. Yes. I can give you the approximate time. October 
24 or thereabouts, 1950? 

Mr. Jonnsen. That iscorrect. Yes, I did. 

Mr. Arens. Kindly tell us what precipitated your resignation. 

Mr. Jornsen. I decided to resign as a probationary teacher at the 
Tompkins School in Oakland. 

Mr. Arens. Would you get closer to the microphone or keep your 
voice up, please ? 

Mr. Jounsen. I resigned in protest against the recently passed 
Levering Act. 

Mr. Arens. That was an act that was passed in or about that period 
of your resignation ; is that correct ? 

Mr. Jonnsen. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Shortly prior to your resignation ? 

Mr. Jounsen. That is correct. 

Mr. Arens. And the act required signing a loyalty affidavit as a 
prerequisite to obtaining credentials; is that correct ? 

Mr. JoHNnsEN. Yes, sir. 
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Mr. JoHANSEN. Was that a statute of the State of California? 

Mr. JoHNSEN. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Did you thereafter change your mind about your status 
as a then schoolteacher? 

Mr. Jounsen. I don’t understand the question. 

Mr. Arens. Did you thereafter decide that you would sign the 
loyalty oath? 

r. JOHNSEN. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. And did you thereafter sign a loyalty oath ? 

Mr. Jounsen. Yes, sir; I did. 

Mr. Arens. Are you now, or have you ever been, a member of the 
Communist Party ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Jounsen. I am not now a member of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Arens. Have you ever been a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Jounsen. [ would like to invoke my privilege under the first 
and fifth amendments and refuse to answer that question. 

Mr. Arens. Were you a member of the Communist Party at the 
time you first refused to sign the loyalty oath? 

Mr. Jounsen. I must invoke my right under the fifth amendment 
to refuse to answer that question. 

Mr. Arens. Were you a technical member of the Communist Party 
as of the time you did subsequently sign the loyalty oath ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. JonunsEN. What do you mean by “technical” ? 

Mr. Arens. We will eliminate the word “technical” for the moment. 
Were you a member of the Communist Party when you did sign the 
loyalty oath ? 

Mr. Jonnsen. No, sir; I was not. 

Mr. Arens. In other words, your status of not being a member of 
the Communist Party was the status acquired after the period in which 
you refused to sign the loyalty oath and before you did sign the loyalty 
oath ; is that correct ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Jounsen. I don’t know what time you are referring to in that 
question. 

Mr. Arens. Well, we will have to be specific, then, from the affidavit 
itself. December of 1958 you signed the loyalty oath, did you not 

Mr. JOHNSEN. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. And as of that instant you were not then a member of 
the Communist Party; is that correct ? 

Mr. Jonnsen. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Now, on September 17, 1958, did you sign a statement 
which reads as follows: 

To Whom It May Concern: 

In regard to my answer under item 11.b Professional conduct: I have the 
following to say. 

In the fall of 1950 I was employed as an elementary school teacher in the 
Oakland School District. Shortly after I began to teach, a new requirement 
was made of all State employees; namely, the signing of an additional affidavit 
of loyalty contained in the Levering Act. I refused to sign and subsequently 
resigned from the school system. 

A number of factors were involved in my refusal to sign. I felt that insuf- 
ficient thought had been given to the bill as passed by the legislature. I felt 
that it contributed to an atmosphere of hysteria and that in a sense it was 
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intimidation to ask State employees to further swear and affirm their political 
affiliations. On the other hand I sympathized with those who opposed the new 
loyalty affidavit so I chose to resign in protest. 

Since that time I have had cause to reflect and though I still disagree with 
the philosophy of the law; nevertheless, I believe it was an error on my part 
to sacrifice a teaching career for such a vain protest. I believe also that resig- 
nation with such short notice works an unusual hardship on any school system 
and that I gave insufficient consideration to this factor in my action. 

I do not want to any longer disqualify myself from teaching in this state 
and I therefore state that I will sign the oaths and affidavits as required by 
school systems in which I may apply in the future. 

I hope that my credential will be renewed and that I can resume status as 
a teacher in the public schools of this state. 

Is that a correct reading of a statement signed by yourself, Ralph K. 
Johnsen, on September 17, 1958 ¢ 

(The document was handed to the witness. ) 

Mr. Jounsen. Yes, sir. 

(Document marked “Ralph Johnsen Exhibit No. 1” and retained 
in committee files. ) 

Mr. Arens. In this statement you say that certain things have inter- 
vened since then, “A number of factors were involved in my refusal 
to sign.” 

Was there any factor involved in your refusal to sign the loyalty 
affidavit prior to September 17, 1958, which you have not revealed in 
this statement “To Whom It May Concern” ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Jonmnsin. May I have clarification on that ¢ 

Mr. Arens. Yes. Perhaps it isn’t clear. 

In your statement which you signed on September 17, 1958, you are 
giving an explanation as to why you refused to sign the loyalty oath 
prior to that date. In this letter of explanation, you say the reason 
why you refused to sign was that you didn’t want to contribute to 
hysteria, that you didn’t agree with the concepts of the law, and it 
was all intimidation, and that you therefore chose to resign in protest. 

I am just asking you if there might have been some other element 
which contributed to your refusal to sign the loyalty affidavit which 
you didn’t reveal in this statement. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Jornsen. I can say that those are the only things that moti- 
vated me. 

Mr. Arens. Were you a member of the Communist Party at the 
time you resigned and refused to sign the loyalty affidavit ¢ 

Mr. Jounsen. I stand on my constitutional rights and refuse to 
answer that question, sir; the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Arens. Did you resign membership in the Communist. Party 
after you refused to sign the loyalty oath and before you did sign the 
loyalty oath on December 18, 1958 ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Jonnsen. I would like to refuse to answer that question. 

Mr. Arens. I respectfully suggest that will conclude the staff in- 
terrogation of this witness. 

Mr. Wituis. The witness is excused. 

Call your next witness. 

Mh Arens. The next. witness, please, Mr. Chairman, will be Doris 
awson, 
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Please come forward and remain standing while the chairman ad- 
ministers an oath. 

Mr. Wiis. Please raise your right hand. Do you solemnly swear 
that the testimony you are about to give will be the truth, the whole 
truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Mrs. Dawson. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF DORIS DAWSON, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 
JOSEPH F. LEWIS 


Mr. Arens. Kindly identify yourself by name, residence, and 
occupation, 

Mrs. Dawson. My name is Doris Dawson. I live in Los Altos, and 
I am a housewife. 

Mr. Arens. You are appearing today in response to a subpena 
which was served upon you by this committee ? 

Mrs. Dawson. sir. 

Mr. Arens. You are represented by counsel ? 

Mrs. Dawson. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Counsel, kindly identify yourself. 

Mr. Lewis. Joseph F. Lewis. 

Mr. Arens. How long have you lived in these parts, please, Mrs. 
Dawson ? 

Mrs. Dawson. About 12 years. 

Mr. Arens. Have you been president of the Palo Alto Peace Club ? 

(The witness conferred with her counsel.) 

Mrs. Dawson. I refuse to answer the question on the grounds of 
the first and fifth amendments. 

Mr. Arens. Surely you wouldn’t be reluctant to answer about 
presidency of a club sincerely and honestly dedicated to peace, would 
you, Mrs, Dawson ? 

(The witness conferred with her counsel. ) 

Mrs. Dawson. I refuse to answer on the grounds of the first and 
fifth amendments. 

Mr. Arens. Was your presidency of the Palo Alto Peace Club at 
the behest and direction of that conspiratorial force known as the 
Communist Party ? 

(The witness conferred with her counsel.) 

Mrs. Dawson. I refuse to answer on the first and fifth amend- 
ments. 

Mr. Arens. Have you been active in the PTA, a fine organization ? 
Have you been active in that, the Parent-Teachers Association ? 

(The witness conferred with her counsel.) 

Mrs. Dawson. May I just say that my youngest child is 30 years 
old and I haven’t been a PTA member for 15 years. 

Mr. Arens. Were you active as a Communist in the PTA ? 

Mrs, Dawson. Same answer; the first and fifth. 

Mr. Arens. What is the Council for Civic Unity ? 

(‘The witness conferred with her counsel.) 

Mrs. Dawson. I have never heard of such an organization. 

m Mr. Auane. Have you been a paid functionary of the Communist 
arty 

(The witness conferred with her counsel. ) 

Mrs. Dawson. Same answer; first and fifth. 
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Mr. Arens. Do you know a person by the name of Karl Prussion? 

Mrs. Dawson. Same answer; first and fifth. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Prussion, would you kindly stand? You have 
been sworn, have you not ? 

Mr. Prossion. Yes; I have. 


TESTIMONY OF KARL PRUSSION——Resumed 


Mr. Arens. During the course of your membership, serving for your 
Government in that force known as the Communist 
Party, which you penetrated at the behest of that great organization, 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation, to acquire information to help 
save this society from the penetrations of communism, did you know 
as a Communist a person by the name of Doris Dawson? 

Mr. Prussion. I did. 

Mr. Arens. Do you see that person in the hearing room today? 

Mr. Prusston. Yes; I do. 

Mr. Arens. Would you kindly indicate where she is? 

Mr. Prussion. Right here [indicating]. 

Mr. Arens. Can you tell us, please, sir, what were her duties and 
responsibilities and what were her activities as a Communist when 
you knew her? 

Mr. Prusston. Doris Dawson was a member of the same cell that 
I was in, the Mountain View-Los Altos cell of the Communist Party 
and at a later date in the Palo Alto cell of the Communist Party. 

Her activities varied, such as the National Association for the Ad- 
vancement of Colored People, the Parent-Teachers Association, the 
Palo Alto Peace Club, edd the Council for Civic Unity. 

At one of the meetings which I described earlier today, Doris Daw- 
son reported that she was very happy to announce that the Com- 
munist resolution to e’ d atomic testing, which was presented in the 
Parent-Teachers organization, will pass at the national convention of 
the Parent-Teachers Association. This was 3 weeks before that 
identical resolution did pass. 


TESTIMONY OF DORIS DAWSON——Resumed 


Mr. Arens. Mrs. Dawson, will you kindly tell this committee, was 
this gentleman telling the truth or was he in error in his testimony 
just now respecting yourself? 

(The witness conferred with her counsel.) 

Mrs. Dawson. Same grounds; the first and fifth amendments. 

Mr. Arens. I respectfully suggest, Mr. Chairman, that will con- 
clude the staff interrogation of this witness. 

Mr. Wiiu1s. The witness is excused. 

Mr. Arens. The next witness will be Travis Lafferty. 

Please come forward and remain standing while the chairman 
administers an oath. 

Mr. Wiis. Please raise your right hand. 

You do solemnly swear that the testimony you are about to give 
will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help 
you God? 


Mr. Larrerrty. I do. 
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TESTIMONY OF TRAVIS LAFFERTY, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL 
ALBERT M. BENDICH 


Mr. Arens. Kindly identify yourself by name, residence, and oo 
cupation. 

r. Larrerry. My name is Travis Lafferty. I live at 230 Seventh 
Street, Oakland; I am a teacher. 

Mr. Arens. You are appearing today, Mr. Lafferty, in response te 
a subpena which was served upon you by this committee ? 

Mr. LaFrerty. That is true. 

Mr. Arens. You are represented by counsel ? 

Mr. LarFerry. I am. 

Mr. Arens. Counsel, please identify yourself. 

Mr. Benpicuw. Albert M. Bendich, staff counsel for the American 
Civil Liberties Union of Northern California. 

Mr. Arens. A word, please, about your place of birth and your edu- 
cation. 

Mr. Larrerty. What do you mean by “a word,” sir? 

Mr. Arens. I thought one sufficiently educated to be a teacher 
would understand. That means, would you give us a word, a de- 
scription, an enumeration of the institutions in which you received 
formal training. 

Mr. Larrerry. I am here because I have to be here. You ask me 
the questions, and I will answer the ones I have to, and I will not 
answer the ones I am not required to answer. 

Mr. Arens. You are required to answer this question. 

Please tell us in what educational institutions you were trained. 

Mr. Larrerry. [ graduated from Oakland public schools and I was 
educated at the University of California in Berkeley. 

Mr. Arens. Did you receive a degree from the Catvenity of Cali- 
fornia at Berkeley ? 

Mr. Larrerty. I did. 

Mr. Arens. What year? 

Mr. Larrerty. 1939. 

Mr. Arens. What degree? 

Mr. Larrertry. A.B, 

Mr. Arens. Was it the only degree you have received from a formal 
institution ? 

Mr. Larrerry. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. How long have you been a teacher? 

Mr. Larrertry. One year. 

Mr. Arens. When did you acquire your status as a teacher ? 

Mr. Larrerty. About last June. 

Mr. Arens. Are you now, or have you ever been, a member of the 
Communist Party ? 

Mr. Larrerty. I have been advised by counsel that I do not have 
to answer any questions of that nature, so I refuse to answer on the 
basis of my privileges under the first and fifth amendments. 

Mr. Arens. Do you honestly apprehend that if you answered that 
question truthfully while you were under oath you would be supply- 
yo Fa ye which might be used against you in a criminal pro- 
ceedin 

Mr. Larrerry. I do not have to answer—— 
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Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I now suggest the witness be ordered 
and directed to answer that question. 

Mr. Wiis. You are directed to answer the question. It is the 
foundation of whether you are really invoking the privileges ac- 
corded to you in the Constitution legally, lawfully, in good faith. It 
is a proper question and I order you to answer it. 

Mr. Larrerry. Well, sir, I have been here since 9:30 without any 
lunch, and I couldn’t get a drink of water for several hours, and I 
am under a certain nervous strain, so I am afraid I have to ask you to 
repeat that question again. 

Mr. Arens. Yes, sir. 

Do you honestly apprehend, sir, if you answered whether or not you 
are now a member of the Communist Party you would be supplying 
information which might be used against you in a criminal proceed- 
ing? 

Mr. Larrerry. My understanding of the law, sir, is that that is a 
decision for me to make, and I have taken the privilege under the 
first and fifth amendments as I have been advised by counsel, and I do 
so take that privilege under the first and fifth amendments. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I suggest that the witness be ordered 
and directed to answer the question. 

The reason I asked the question was to test this witness’ good faith 
in invoking the fifth amendment. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Larrerry. The fifth amendment does not allow any inference 
to be drawn from it when properly used, and I stand on that. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, has the witness been ordered and di- 
rected to answer the principal question, which is for the purpose of 
testing his good faith in invoking the constitutional privilege ? 

Mr. Wits. In order to make it plain, I now order you to answer 
the question. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Larrerty. Well, I respectfully decline to answer on the grounds 
of the first and fifth amendments as I previously stated. My coun- 
sel informs me that Iam within my rights. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that will con- 
clude the staff interrogation of this witness. 

Mr. Wituis. The witness is excused. 

Mr. Arens. Saul Wachter, please come forward and remain stand- 
ing while the chairman administers an oath to you. 

Mr. Wiis. Please raise your right hand. 

Do you solemnly swear that the testimony you are about to give 
will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help 
you God? 

Mr. Wacuter. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF SAUL WACHTER, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 
BERTRAM EDISES 


Mr. Arens. Kindly identify yourself my name, residence, and occu- 
pation. 

Mr. Wacnrer. My name is Saul Watcher. I live at 1830 Derby 
Street, Berkeley, Calif., and I am a factory worker. 
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Mr. Arens. And you are appearing today in response to a subpena 
which was served upon you by this committee ? 

Mr. Wacurter. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. You are represented by counsel 

Mr. Wacurer. I am represented by counsel who does not speak 
for me and I would—— 

Mr. Arens. Counsel, would you identify yourself? 

Mr. Wacurter. I would like to suggest that Mr. Arens remove him- 
self and my counsel remove himself and I will answer the questions 
of Mr. Willis directly. 

Mr. Arens. Counsel, will you identify yourself ? 

Mr. Epises. As soon as my client has answered. 

Mr. Arens. Since counsel has refused to identify himself, we will 
proceed with the witness. 

Where were you born ? 

Mr. Wacurer. I was born in Brooklyn, N.Y. 

Mr. Arens. How long did you live in Brooklyn ? 

Mr. Wacurer. Until I was about 18. 

Mr. Arens. How long have you lived in these parts? 

Mr. Wacuter. About 24 or 25 years. 

Mr. Arens. Did you travel to New York in December of 1959? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Wacuter. What is the purpose of your question ? 

Mr. Arens. To find out whether or not you traveled to New York in 
December of 1959. 

Mr. Wacuter. What is the purpose of the question ? 

Mr. Arens. To find out whether or not you were, or are going to tell 
this committee that you were, a delegate to the National Convention of 
the Communist Party held in New York in 1959. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Wacurer. Why could you not have come out and directly asked 
me that question instead of trying to sneak up on me? 

Mr. Arens. Would you kindly tell us, then, openly, candidly, fully, 
everything to your certain knowledge which transpired at the National 
Convention of the Communist Party held in 1959? 

Mr. Wacurer. Mr. Arens, Mr. Willis, I decline to answer on the 
following grounds: 

I formally protest this committee’s attempt to hold my son up for 
poe scorn, an 18-year-old boy, loved and respected by his family, 

riends and community, and I might add this continues to grow espe- 
cially before his appearance before you. You should be ashamed of 
yourselves to stoop to such vicious and low tactics. 

Mr. Arens. Now, sir 

Mr. Wacuter. I have not finished answering your question. 

Yesterday at one-fifteen my boy was standing outside talking to a 
KPFA reporter and suddenly he was hit by the full force of a fire 
hose. He acted as any red-blooded American would. He attempted 
to stand his ground, 

He was choked, his arm was twisted, and he was flung into jail 
where he was booked, photographed, and it took me 4 hours to find 
him, Iam very disturbed about this. Iam his father. 

You are trying to pillory my son. I stand here and J object to it. 
| want everybody in the country to know it. Let it be placed in the 
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record. Let this record show that this disgraceful incident of the 
last 24 hours is the responsibility of how this Mr. Wheeler and this 
committee tried to stack this committee with its card-carrying con- 
spiracy, to fill this hearing, so that the American people cannot see 
and hear what is going on for themselves. 

I am very much shaken up about tais. These children are trying 
to learn about a democracy. 

Mr. Arens. You are reading from a prepared statement ? 

Mr. Wacurer. I am reading from the notes I wrote while listenin 
to you. Why not allow the children to come in and tell their story ’ 
Why not allow that tape the KPFA made outside about the hose? 
Why not put that into the record ? 

Mr. am you to answer the question. 

Mr. Wacurer. I am now finishing my answer. I will conclude my 
answer. 

Mr. Arens. We tried to get your son to tell his story. 

Mr. Wacurer. I further tins to answer the question on the fur- 
ther Constitution grounds that such a question invades my right of 
privacy, my right to have any opinions, political or otherwise, whether 
1 have them or not. 

You don’t have a right to inquire, by the first amendment. Con- 
gress has no right to inquire into these matters. However, this is 
not sufficient, I understand, legally, for this committee. Therefore, 
I have to invoke, as my son did, and I am proud of him, and I think 
the rest of the country 1s, too—— 

Mr. Arens. What is his name? 

Mr. Wacurer. I am ana og your question. I have to invoke, 
in answer to your question, the fifth amendment, which, as you well 
know, is designed to protect dissenters, people who have opinions 
different from yours, and on those grounds I stand. 

I refuse to answer your question on the grounds of the first and 
fifth amendments, which casts no aspersions on me personally, as you 
well know. 

Mr. Arens. Are you now, this instant, a member of the Commu- 
nist Party ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Wacurer. I am not going to answer any further questions 
along this line. You are simply wasting your breath. My answer 
will stand as I have stated to the previous questions from here on in. 

Mr. Arens. I am inclined to agree with you that we would be 
wasting our breath on further interrogation of yourself. 

Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that this will conclude the 
staff interrogation of this witness. 

Mr. Wacurer. Thank you. 

Mr. Arens. The next witness will be Elmer E. Johnson. 

Please come forward and remain standing while the chairman ad- 
ministers an oath. 

Mr. Wiuts. I might say that the factual part of this last witness’ 
answer as to what prone the difficulty yesterday is refuted by 
exactly three reputable posers under oath, the Chief of Police, the 
Sheriff, and the very fine Inspector. 

Proceed. 


oceed. 
Mr. Arens. Mr. Elmer E. Johnson, please come forward. 


the 
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= Jounson. I was released from testimony. I was excused yes- 
terday. 

Mr Arens. Mr. Johnson, did you testify yesterday? We have 
three Johnsons here. 

~ Jounson. I am Elmer E. Johnson. I was the last one to 
testify. 

Mr. Arens. I beg your pardon, sir. : 

John Allen Johnson, please come forward and remain standing 
while the chairman administers an oath. 

Mr. Wiis. Please raise your right hand. 

You do solemnly swear that the testimony which you are about to 
give will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so 
help you God? 

Mr. Jounson. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF JOHN ALLEN JOHNSON, ACCOMPANIED BY 
COUNSEL, BERTRAM EDISES 


Mr. Arens. Kindly identify yourself by name, residence, and oc- 
cupation. 

r. Jounson. I am John Allen Johnson. My address is 254 Inrv- 
ington Drive, Ukiah, California. 
r. Arens. Your occupation ? 

Mr. Jounson. I am a high school mathematics teacher. 

Mr. Arens. You are appearing today in response to a subpena 
which was served upon you by this committee? 

Mr. Jounson. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. You are represented by counsel ? 

Mr. Jounson. To the extent that I am permitted. 

Mr. Arens. Counsel, will you kindly identify yourself? 

Mr. Epises. Bertram Edises, of Oakland, Calif. 

Arens. Were you one time engaged as a carpenter, Mr. John- 
son 

(The witness confered with his counsel.) 

Mr. Jounson. What is the pertinency of that question ? 

Mr. Arens. I intend to interrogate you with respect to a little dif- 
ficulty I understand you were in as a person who was engaged as a 
member of a carpenters local. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Jonnson. What was the nature of the difficulty, sir? 

Mr. Arens. Youtellus. You werethere. I wasn’t. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Jounson. What has that got to do with the subject matter of 
your inquiry ? 

Mr. Arens. I will display to you now, if you please, sir, or read 
to you and then display to you, a thermofax reproduction of an article 
appearing in the Communist People’s World of April 3, 1952: 

Carpenters chief ousts member. M. A. Hutcheson, international president of 


the AFL Carpenters, has arbitrarily ruled that Allen Johnson can no longer be 
a member of Hast Bay Carpenters Local 36. 

Johnson was charged by some local union officials with belonging to “a sub- 
versive organization”. Hutcheson’s letter, read at the local’s membership meet- 
ing of March 21, called for Johnson to sign an affidavit swearing he had never 
been a member of a “subversive” organization, but at the same time the letter 
said that he (Hutcheson) “deemed” Johnson guilty. 
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Some 300 members of the local heard Hutcheson’s letter read by the secretary 
and also heard a reply letter written by Johnson answering the charges. 

In the course of the article it says that Johnson is going to take 
legal steps to upset this decision, arbitrarily throwing him out or 
disassociating him from the local, and he is going to campaign for the 
United States Congress. 

Now, Mr. Johnson, does that refresh your recollection, first of all, 
with reference to the incident I was undertaking to elicit information 
from you on? 

(The witness conf»rred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Arens. Is your recollection refreshed now ? 

Mr. Jounson. Mr. Chairman and Mr. Staff Director, to that ques- 
tion and all questions along that particular line I decline to answer 
on the following grounds: 

Mr. Chairman, prior to the end of the noon recess yesterday, I had 
decided to offer a certain degree of cooperation to this committee. I 
felt obligated to do so because of the trust placed in me as a teacher. 

I had also arrived at this position to prevent this committee from 
distorting the facts of my life which have no meaning, apart from my 
dedication to the American ideals of democracy, human brotherhood 
and peace. I was prepared to answer any and all questions about 
myself, ideas and affiliations, so long as I might be granted the right 
to decline the role of Judas and my forced to subject others to the 
indignities and harassments to which I have been subjected. 

My decision to offer cooperation abruptly changed when I <4 
proached the chamber yesterday afternoon and witnessed the shock- 
ing display of brutality against students whose only crime was a 
desire to witness these hearings. 

This committee bears full responsibility for yesterday’s outrage. 
It was the committee policy of packing the heuer which provoked 
the justifiable indignation of the students. 

(Document marked “John Allen Johnson Ex. No. 1” and retained 
in committee files.) 

Mr. Wituls. I don’t know how long this is, but I will order you to 
come to the point. 

Mr. Jounson. It will just take me one second. 

Mr. Arens. You are reading from a prepared statement ? 

Mr. Jounson. I am reading. I prepared it a little ahead of time. 
lama little nervous. Iamateacher. I have the necessity of working 
with children who do get excited. If there is one thing that I know 
about children 

Mr. Wiis. Answer the question. 

Mr. Jounson. [ think this has a bearing. 

Mr. Wiuuis. This speech of yours is unimpressive. I am not con- 
vineed that the position you are now taking is not what it would have 
been yesterday, the day before and weeks ago. But I order you to 
answer the question. 

Mr. Jonnson. Students do have one thing that they hold very 
sacred, and that is a sense of fair play. You can treat students very, 
very sternly, very strictly, as long as you engage in fair play. 

Mr. Wits. Proceed with your next question, Mr. Arens. He has 
had an opportunity to answer. 
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Mr. Arens. Were you at the time, March 21, 1952, when you were 
thrown out of the East Bay Carpenters Local, were you then a member 
of the Communist Party ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Jonson. I continue to decline to answer that question and 
continue my statement as follows: 

As I approached the chamber yesterday, uniformed employees of 
the city were quietly rolling out the fire—— 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I suggest that the witness now be or- 
dered and directed to answer the question. 

Mr. Wiu1s. You are ordered to answer the question. Your counsel 
will surely advise you of the consequences of not complying with the 
order, which simply means contempt. 

Mr. Scurerer. Mr. Chairman, I have been watching this counsel 
all day and it is counsel’s fault. He has been putting words into the 
witnesses’ mouths who have testified before this committee, what they 
should say and how they should bait this committee, instead of advis- 
ing them as to their constitutional rights. He is the one that should 
be censured. 

Mr. Epises. Mr. Scherer, you made a charge against me. Will you 
give me an opportunity to defend myself? If you will give counsel 
the opportunity 

Mr. Arens. Counsel, you know you are presently in violation of the 
rules, not alone of this committee but of the United States Congress. 

Mr. Epises. —to function as an attorney it would not be necessary 
to grapple with these problems. 

Mr. Scurrer. You have been doing it all day. 

Mr. Episrs. If you say that again, Mr. Scherer, I will insist upon 
an opportunity to answer you, and I have a number of things to say 
to you. 

Mr. Wiu1s. Proceed. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Witness, tell this committee, are you now a mem- 
ber of the Communist Party ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Jounson. Mr. Chairman, I refuse to answer that question, 
and I continue with my following grounds. 

I feel I would be remiss in my duty— 

Mr. Wiis. How long is that statement ? 

Mr. Jounson. Itis a page and a half 

Mr. Wituis. You told me a half page a while ago. We give you 
people an inch and you want five yards. 

Mr. Jounson. I didn’t tell you how long it was. 

Mr. Wiis. You will come to the point and answer the question. 

Mr, Jounson. Accordingly, I must say that the-—— 

Mr. Wits. Proceed with your next question, 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Witness, tell this committee if you have had ocea- 
sion to view riots which you have assessed against the Fascists. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr, Jounson. I am answering that question in my own way. I 
will say that this committee has no right to pry into anyone’s beliefs 
or associations, that the first amendment guarantees my right to think, 
to express ideas and to join with others to promote the ideas and ideals 


in which I believe. 
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Moreover, the first amendment of the Constitution is meaningless, 
if I or others are forced to declare their ideas and affiliations to those 
who would vilify, harass, and punish us with loss of livelihood. There- 
fore, I refuse to answer that question because under the first amend- 
ment this committee has no right to inquire into my beliefs and 
associations. 

Further, in view of the fact that anti-democratic forces in our coun- 
try have temporarily undermined our first amendment, I back this 
refusal by stating that this committee has no right to force me to be 
a witness against myself. 

on Arens. Do these anti-democratic forces include the Commu- 
nists 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Jounson. You have heard my answer. 

Mr. Arens. Do you invoke the fifth amendment in response to that 
question, too? 

(The witness conferred with his moan 

Mr. Jounson. I adopt the grounds that I have just given. 

Mr. Arens. Now, sir, does this fair play which you have said you 
want to inculcate in the children re complete candor ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Jounson. Would you explain that question? What is the 
pertinency of that question ¢ 

Mr. Arens. Complete candor and honesty. Did you, when you got 
your credentials to teach in this State, make a complete revelation 
and a truthful revelation to the authorities respecting your member- 
ship in the Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Jounson. I think you have my answer. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest the witness now 
either answer that question yes, no, or take a position in which he 
tells this committee and the world that to answer that question would 
a information that could be used against him in a criminal pro- 


n 

Mr. —_ You are directed to answer the question. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Jounson. There is no grounds to browbeat me, Mr. Staff Direc- 
tor. I have already stated my position and I stand upon it. 

Mr. Proceed. 

Mr. Arens. Does this concept of fair play with your students en- 
compass a revelation to them and to their parents and to the people 
of this community respecting the instructions which you have been 

iving in the past at the California Labor School, controlled by the 
conspiracy ¢ 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Jounson. You have my answer. To all questions along this 
same line my answer will be the same. 

Mr. Arens. Have you ever told the students, have you ever told the 
faculty, the school officials, the students’ parents, that you are now a 
member of a conspiratorial force which destroys freedom within 
academic institutions as this witness testified here under oath today 
who had served, who had lived under the Communist regime in 
Hungary ? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 
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Mr. Jonnson. I don’t think I would dignify this committee to 
answer these questions, and what I would answer this committee is not 
what I would answer to my school board. 

Mr. Arens. Do you anticipate after you have been released from the 
pains and penalties of perjury, released from your subpena by this 
committee, no longer subject to the pains and penalties of perjury if 
you lie, to return to your institution and return to the parents and 
return to these people, these students to whom you want to give fair 
play, and say, “Of course I am not a Communist, of course I have never 
been a Communist; of course I know nothing about that conspira- 
torial organization, but I wasn’t going to tell that witch-hunting, 
Constitution-wrecking, labor-baiting Committee on Un-American 
Activities that I was or was not a Communist” ? 

Mr. Jounson. I will adopt your words. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest the witness now 
be ordered and directed to answer that question. 

Mr. Jounson. I decline on all the grounds previously stated. 

Mr. Arens. Do you include in that those provisions of the fifth 
amendment which give you the privilege of invoking the fifth amend- 
ment if you honestly apprehend that the answer would supply infor- 
mation which could be used against you in a criminal proceeding? 

Mr. Jounson. I am proud that we still have the opportunity and 
the right to refuse to witness against ourselves. 

Mr. Arens. Are you a member of a conspiratorial organization 
which has over the course of generations been dedicated to the destruc- 
tion of the Constitution of the United States? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Jounson. No matter how many ways you rephrase that ques- 
tion, I have already given my answer. 

r, Arens. I respectfully suggest, Mr. Chairman, that will con- 
clude the staff interrogation of this witness. 

Mr. JoHANnsEN. I have no questions to ask, Mr. Chairman, but I have 
one comment to make. 

I sat through these hearings for 3 days. I have observed or have 
heard testimony about what has transpired outside and inside this 
room. I have been sickened beyond expression by the role which 
young people and teenagers have played in some of frees proceedings. 

I am mindful of testimony that was given here yesterday in re- 
sponse to my direct questions as to the loyalties and where those 
loyalties are given on the part of any person who is a member of the 
Communist Party. 

I could not conceive of any loyal American wanting to do anything 
other than disowning any association in such an organization. I have 
only this comment to make : That if there are some tragically mixed up 
young people, I can understand in the light of some of the testimony, 
including that just given, why that is so. 

Mr. Wiru1s. The witness is excused. 

Mr. Arens. The next witness, if you please, Mr. Chairman, will be 
Laurent Brown Frantz. 

Please come forward and remain standing while the chairman ad- 
ministers an oath. 

Mr. Wixu1s. Do you solemnly swear, sir, that you will tell the truth, 
the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Frantz. I do. 
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I hope the committee will not be too alarmed at the size of these 
books. I don’t intend to read them from cover to cover. 
Mr. Wituts. Proceed, Mr. Arens. 


TESTIMONY OF LAURENT B. FRANTZ 


Mr. Arens. Kindly identify yourself by name, residence, and oc- 
cupation. 

Mr. Frantz. My name is Laurent B. Frantz, 936 Shevlin Drive, E] 
Cerrito, California. Iam a legal writer and researcher. 

Mr. Chairman, I submitted to the committee under Rule TX on yes- 
terday a statement which I respectfully requested permission to read 
to the committee. It is a very long statement, but I have made it as 
short as I can, sir. 

Mr. Wuus. I regret that it cannot be permitted. You may file the 
statement. It has been received. We must proceed. 

Mr. Arens. Would you spell your last name, please ? 

Mr. Frantz. F-r-a-n-t-z. 

Mr. Arens. You are appearing in response to a subpena served upon 
you by this committee ? 

Mr. Frantz. I will be happy to stipulate that my appearance is in- 
voluntary and I can think of better ways of spending a springtime 
Saturday ; yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. You are not represented by counsel ? 

Mr. Frantz. That is true. 

Mr. Arens. Do you know you have the privilege under the rules of 
this committee to be represented by counsel ? 

Mr. Frantz. I have read the rules of the committee. It is not my 
intention to waive my right to counsel. My position is this, sir: While 
technically a witness here, I am in substance a defendant, and I feel 
that I should be permitted a counsel who can act in the way that has 
been developed in the traditions of the American Bar when a client is 
under accusation of any kind. 

If I can be permitted a counsel in that sense, I have one ready who 
will appear for me. If the procedure is to be as I have seen it in the 
past several days, I will not be represented by counsel. 

Mr. Arrens. Are you now, or have you ever been, a member of the 
Communist Party ? 

Mr. Frantz. Mr. Chairman, my answer to that would have been 
simplified if you had permitted me to read this statement. I will state 
my grounds of objecting to that as briefly as I can. 

My principal, my only ground, has to do with the structure and 
function, the constitutional plan of the United States Government as 
T understand it, sir. My understanding is that the founders, the 
framers of the Constitution, felt that the powers of the institutions 
they were creating ought to be limited, that it was possible to do that 
only through the countervailing power of other institutions, and for 
that purpose they created a system of checks and balances. 

(At this point Mr. Willis left the hearing room.) 

Mr. Frantz. They also created this Constitution under the theory 
that all powers are derived from the people; that the Government was 
not to be sovereign; that the people were to retain their sovereignty ; 
and that the people were not transferring to the delegated authority 
all of the powers which they possessed, all of the governing powers. 
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It was made clear by the first amendment that a part of the reserve 
governing powers of the people or the power to carry on a free dis- 
cussion on public policy, on political theory and political programs 
and policies of all kinds, which would not be interfered with in any 
way by the delegated authority. sit 

I think that, in creating the system of checks and balances, it is part 
of the theory that each element 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Frantz, I regret to interrupt you, but let me ask 

ou this: Do you honestly apprehend, sir, that to answer that question, 
it would oblige you to give information which might be used against 
you in a criminal proceeding 

Mr. Frantz. Mr. Chairman, I believe Mr. Arens has opened it up 
for me to explain my understanding of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I request that the witness be ordered and 
directed to answer the question as to whether or not if he told us he 
was a member of the Communist Party, he would be supplying in- 
formation which might be used against him in a criminal proceeding. 

Mr. Jonansen (presiding). The witness is so instructed and 
ordered. 

Mr. Franvz. Does the Chair rule that I am not permitted to state 
my understanding of what the fifth amendment means? 

Mr. Jonansen, The Chair so rules. The Chair directs and orders 
you to answer the question stated by counsel. 

Mr. Franz. My answer, sir, is that the question stated by counsel 
is an incorrect way to characterize the fifth amendment, that the 
counsel is misleading the public and the audience about what the fifth 
amendment means. I cannot accept his premise that the fifth amend- 
ment has that significance. 

Mr. Jouansen. The Chair is not going to tolerate any argument 
with counsel over the meaning of the fifth amendment. The ques- 
tion is whether the gentleman, the witness, apprehends that if he 
answers the questions, he will thereby give information which could 
be used against him in criminal proceedings, and is that the position 
that he takes ¢ 

I direct and order the witness to answer. 

Mr. Frantz. That is not my understanding of the fifth amend- 
ment, sir. I am not making that particular representation to the 
committee. 

Mr. Scuerer. Mr. Chairman—— 

Mr. Franrz. I am standing on the fifth amendment and I would 
like to state what the fifth amendment means in my position, in my 
opinion. 

Mr. Jouansen. The witness will suspend and the witness will an- 
swer the question. 

Mr. Arens. Now, Mr. Witness, we will just hesitate long enough to 
give you a reasonable time to tell this committee, and we will not be 

adgered any further, whether or not you honestly apprehend that if 
you told this committee whether or not you are a member of the 
Communist Party, you would be supplying information which might 
be used against you in a criminal proceeding. 

Mr. Frantz. Mr. Chairman, I cannot answer the question in that 
form. Iam standing on the fifth amendment, but not Mr. Arens’ fifth 
amendment. 
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Mr. JowHansen. The witness will suspend. The witness says he 
stands on the fifth amendment. Counsel will ask the next question. 

Mr. Arens. I beg your pardon, Mr. Chairman. I don’t yet con- 
strue his testimony to be that he will not answer on the basis of the 
fifth amendment. 

(At this point Mr. Willis entered the hearing room.) 

Mr. Arens. To clarify the record, let me ask this question: Are you 
now, or have you ever been, a member of the Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Frantz. If the chairman had permitted me to read my state- 
ment, all of this would be very much clearer. It is all set forth very 
carefully in the statement which I have asked the committee to let 
me read and which I have asked the committee to incorporate into 
the record if I was not called. 

Since I was called, but not permitted to read the statement, I still 
ask that it be incorporated as—— 

Mr. Arens. Will you answer the question as to whether or not you 
are now, or ever have been, a member of the Communist Party, sir? 

Mr. Franvz. No, sir; I will not answer that question for the reason 
that it violates my rights under the first amendment, including the ar- 
gument which you would not permit me to make, sir, and for all the 
reasons in my statement, including the fact that to call persons before 
this committee under such circumstances has the effect of creating 
a trial in which the accused is not permitted to-—— 

Mr. Scuerer. Mr. Chairman, the witness has had time to answer 
the question. He has refused to answer the question. I move that he 
be dismissed. 

Mr. Frantz. These are legal objections to the question. 

Mr. Arens. I would like to ask another question first. 

Mr. Jouansen. I suggest, Mr. Chairman, that the counsel proceed 
with the next question. 

Mr. Scuerer. I will withdraw my motion until after the next ques- 
tion of Mr. Arens. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Witness, were you employed by the Fund for the 
Republic to make an analysis and study of the testimony of J. Edgar 
Hoover before congressional committees ? 

Mr. Frantz. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Did you make such a study ? 

Mr. Franrz. I did. 

Mr. Arens. Did you receive funds from the Fund for the Republic 
for that purpose ? 

Mr. Frantz. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. When did you make that study ? 

Mr. Frantz. I don’t precisely remember. It was several years ago. 

Mr. Arens. Approximately ? 

Ya Frantz. I guess it was about 1954, but I am not certain about 
that. 

Mr. Arens. Has the study been completed and turned over to the 
Fund for the Republic? 

Mr. Frantz. It has; yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Have you been compensated for that study ? 

Mr. Frantz. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Are you presently in the employ of the Fund for the 
Republic? 

Mr. Frantz. No, sir. 
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Mr. Arens. Was the study which you made for the Fund for the 
Republic, in which you submitted a report on J. Edgar Hoover and 
his testimony, the only service which you rendered to the Fund for 
the Republic? 

r. Arens. Over what period of time were you engaged in this 
work for the Fund for the Republic? r 

Mr. Frantz. Not long; 3 or 4 weeks. 

Mr. Scuerer. Strange how the Fund for the Republic has picked up 
such individuals as this to make these studies. This man has been 
identified, has he not, as a member of the Communist Party ? 

Let me ask you: You are a member of the Communist Party right 
now, aren’t you, and you were when you made this study? 

_ Mr. Frantz. I believe that question has been asked and answered, 
sir. 

Mr. Scuerer. No, it hasn't been answered. You danced around the 
fifth amendment and have not invoked it. I have been listening care- 
fully. You have not answered the question, nor have you refused to 
answer. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I personally do not know whether he has 
or hasn’t. I just don’t know. 

Mr. Scurrer. He has not answered. 

Mr. Arens. On whether or not he has invoked the fifth amendment, 
I couldn’t say honestly on this record. 

Would you tell us whether or not you have invoked the fifth amend- 
ment in response to the question of whether or not you are a member 
of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Frantz. Mr. 7 A I have invoked with nae to any 
questions as to my political affiliations any and all legal rights I might 
have to refuse to answer, including the entire Constitution insofar as 
it is applicable, including certain of the Bill of Rights, including the 
fifth amendment, including the reserve powers of the people—— 

Mr. Arens. That will include enough. 

Mr, Franz. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Now, sir, have you likewise written for The Nation 
magazine ¢ 

Mr. Frantz. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Have you written an article entitled “Does Silence 
Mean Guilt ?” 

Mr. Frantz. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. When you wrote that article, were you then a member 
of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Frantz. My answer with respect to all questions with — 
to political affiliations will be the same, and I think it has been 
given, although it could have been given better if you would let me 
read my prepared version. 

Mr. Arens. Have you written articles for The Nation magazine re- 
specting the “Bankrupt Inquisition,” namely, this Committe on Un- 
American Activities ? 

Mr. Frantz. Yes, sir; I would like to offer a reprint of it in evi- 
dence, if I may, sir. 

Mr. Arens. And at the time you wrote that article, were you then 
a member of the Communist Party ? 
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Mr. Frantz. Mr. Chairman, this is a waste of time. I made clear in 
the articles which you read and placed in my dossier before 1 was 
called that I would not answer questions of this kind. 

Mr. Arens. Do you want to decline on the same grounds, to eco- 
nomize on your time ? 

Mr. Franrz. Yes, sir. I am trying to economize the committee's 
time. I made the statement to the committee yesterday and I have, 
I thought, made clear already that I would not answer questions of 
that kind. This asking it again in a different sense is certainly a waste 
of time. 

Mr. Arens. Did you make it clear for the Fund for the Republic 
when they engaged you to write that report for submission to that tax- 
exempt organization that you were a member of the Communist Party 
at the time you were making this investigation of the great Director 
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation ? 

Mr. Scuerer. If he had, there would have been something said 
about that. 

Mr. Arens. Did you make it clear when you wrote your articles at- 
tacking the members of this committee that you were a member of the 
Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Frantz. The same answer, 

Mr. Arens. Have you written articles published in national maga- 
zines attacking the security provisions of our immigration laws, have 
you written articles such as “Deportation Deliriums”’? 

Mr. Franvz. Yes, sir; I have, and Iam very happy the committee is 
kindly making 

Mr. Arens. Did you make it clear to the readers who would read 
your articles that you were writing as a member of the Communist 
Party, or did you just omit to tell them that ? 

Mr. Frantz. Mr. Chairman, what it says in those articles is in print 
and easily available. Iam sorry I don’t tte reprints about them all. 
But the text of the article is a much better source as to what I said or 
didn’t say than any recollection I might have as to what I said when I 
wrote it. 

Mr. Arens. Have you written articles for the Daily People’s World? 

Mr. Frantz. I am going to refuse to answer that on the grounds 
previously stated. 

May I also submit this “Bankrupt Inquisition” article for the rec- 
ord, Mr. Chairman? I would like to have it marked “Defendant’s 
Exhibit No. 1,” please, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Were you librarian at Drake University ? 

Mr. Frantz. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Arens. Did you make known to the authorities at Drake Uni- 
versity that you were a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Franvz. The question assumes a fact not in evidence. 

Mr. Arens. Were you a member of the Communist Party at the 
time you were librarian at Drake University ? 

Mr. Frantz. The same answer, the same general line of objections. 

Mr. Arens. Were you under Communist Party discipline while you 
were librarian at Drake University with respect to your activities in 
that library ? 

Mr. Franvz. I believe that is the same question, or at any rate within 
the area to which I addressed my constitutional objections. 
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Mr. Arens. I respectfully suggest, Mr. Chairman, that although we 
could go over a great number of items here in a similar vein, as one 
witness said, we have arrived at that point with this witness where it 
would be a waste of our breath. 

I respectfully suggest this will, therefore, conclude the staff's inter- 
rogation of this witness. 

Mr. Wintts. The witness is excused. 

Mr. Arens. The next witness, if you please, Mr. Chairman, will be 
Mr. Bertram Edises. 

Please come forward and remain standing while the chairman 
administers an oath. 

Mr. Wis. Please raise your right hand. 

You do solemnly swear that the testimony you are about to give 
will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help 
you God? 

Mr. Eptses. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF BERTRAM EDISES, ACCOMPANIED BY COUNSEL, 
NORMAN LEONARD 


Mr. Arens. Kindly idenify yourself by name, residence, and occu- 
ation. 
‘ Mr. Eptses. My name is, as you know, Bertram Edises. I live at 
680 Hilldale Avenue, Berkeley, California. My occupation is that of 
an attorney-at-law, and in that connection I think I would like to tell 
the committee a little about the more specialized aspects of my func- 
ioning as attorney-at-law. 

Mr. Arens. We will pursue it further, if we are interested in it, in 
our interrogation. 

You are appearing today in response to a subpena which was served 
upon you by this committee ? 

Mr. Episrs. I am appearing in response to a subpena which was 
served upon me by this committee, and I think 

Mr. Wixuis. Next question. 

Mr. Arens. You are represented by counsel ? 

Mr. Eptses. I hadn’t quite finished my answer. 

Mr. Arens. You have satisfied us that you are appearing in response 
to the subpena, so we will withdraw any other question of that vein. 

Mr. Witness, are you represented by counsel ? 

Mr. Episrs. My very good friend, Norman Leonard, has consented 
to appear with me because he is aware that it is highly improper for 
a committee of this kind to, in effect, attack an attorney who is trying 
to render a professional service to his clients and any of us, under 
those circumstances, are likely to become a little bit emotionally upset. 

For this reason, although i am an attorney, I have in mind the old 
adage that an attorney who acts as his own attorney has a fool for a 
client and I don’t want to be put in that position. 

col Aneote. Mr. Counsel, will you kindly identify yourself on this 
record 

Mr. Leonarp. You address me as counsel, Mr. Arens, but the fact of 
the matter is that the rules of this committee do not permit me to 
function effectively as counsel. I will simply be here to advise Mr. 
Edises. Your own rules do not permit the attorney to function in the 
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way that the Bar of America permits them to function and in the way 
that they function before other committees of the Congress. 

Mr. Arens. Now, Mr. Edises, give us a word about your formal 
education. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Epises. Well, I—You didn’t ask me where I was born. Are 
you interested? I was born in Oakland, California. I have lived in 
this state all my life. I can’t remember all of the various schools that I 
went to. 

Mr. Arens. We are not interested in each specific school. I think 
any reasonable interpretation of that question by a person of good 
faith would be of the same significance. 

Mr. Eptses. Please, Mr. Arens, don’t talk to me about good faith. 

Mr. Arens. We will test it right now. Are you now, or have you 
ever been, a member of the Communist Party / 

Mr. Epises. This, of course, is your complete proof that you are 
not a in good faith. I intend to elaborate on that question. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I request that the witness be ordered and 
directed to answer that question. 

Mr. Leonarp. Mr. Chairman 

Mr. Arens. Counsel, your sole and exclusive right under the rules 
of this committee and under the rules of the United States Congress is 
solely to advise your client. 

Mr. Lreonarp. I am appealing to the chairman of the committee to 
ask the staff director to permit my client to answer a question. I 
think, as an attorney, I have that much right. 

May I not appeal to the chairman of the committee to ask the staff 
director to permit my client to answer the question # 

Mr. Arens. Kindly answer the question: Are you now a member 
of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Witus. May I say something? 

Mr. Epises. I am going to address myself to you. I am going to 
address myself to you, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Wiis. Wait a minute. Your counsel has asked me for a 
ruling. 

Of course you are entitled to ask questions, but no one in this room 
knows better than you that a simple question as to giving your back- 

und and legal education and so on does not require an extensive 
issertation or long discussion. 

If you want to answer it promptly, courteously, accurately, that is 
all right. But you will not be permitted, because you happen to be 
an attorney, to have greater latitude than anybody else. 

There was a question or two before the last one, and we can return 
to it to answer it promptly, if you want to, and I will give you that 
chance. You were questioned as to your educational background. 

Mr. Episgs. I was in the process of answering it, I thought. 

Mr. Wiuis. I suggest, Mr. Arens, that you ask him what colleges 
he attended, when, and what degrees he achieved, so that there is no 
point in elaboration. 

Mr. Epises. I will be glad to answer that, Mr. Willis, and I must 
say that although I certainly don’t agree with what I know about 
your politics, I do commend your manner of answering questions. 
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You don’t try to browbeat witnesses in the way Mr. Arens does. He 
doesn’t ask questions. He makes stump speeches. 

(A disturbance in the hearing room.) 

Mr. Wituts. We are not going to have any disturbances. I am 
going to issue the same ruling. One more disturbance and I will issue 
a ruling that the people keeping the peace keep an eye on the leaders 
of the disturbances. 

I am not ordering it now, but one more disturbance or infraction 
of the rule, and I will ask them, as I did yesterday, to escort them out. 
Not now, but with one more that will be the case. 

Mr. Epises. Answering your question with regard to my formal 
education, I am a graduate of the University of California at Berke- 
ley. Iam also very proud to be a graduate of the University of Cali- 
fornia Law School, also at Berkeley. 

Now, if I may address myself to the other question that your belli- 
gerent Mr. Arens—— 

Mr. Arens. Now, listen, Counsel, you are not going to attack me 
any further. 

Mr. Epises. You have been attacking people all day, Mr. Arens. 

Mr. Arens. I have not. 

Mr. Epises. Can’t you take it? You can’t take it; is that it? 

Mr. Wiuis. Is there an outstanding question ? 

Mr. Arens. The outstanding question is: Are you now, or have you 
ever been, a member of the Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Episrs. I submit—I am answering that in my own way and 
nobody is going to put words in my mouth, and that goes for Mr. 
Arens and for the members of the committee. I will answer the ques- 
tion, if you will allow me to do so. 

Won’t you please permit me to answer? All right. 

Now, 1 know and you know that that question is not asked in good 
faith, and I will tell you why, and this is part of my legal objection, 
part of my legal objection. It wasn’t very long ago that your com- 
mittee came out with a publication, and TI have it right here, called 
“Communist Legal Subversion, The Role of the Communist Lawyer.” 

On page 36 of this publication there appears what purports to be 
an official biography of someone by the name of Bertram Edises of 
California. It goes into great detail. It purports to indicate that Mr. 
Bertram Edises was identified as a member of the Communist Party, 
et cetera, et cetera; that he has served as a member of the legal staff 
of the Civil Rights Congress since its inception; that the Civil 
Rights Congress retained Mr. Edises to represent certain defendants 
in both Federal and State courts; that the activities of Bertram Edises 
on behalf of the Communist Party have not been confined to the Civil 
ar Congress, and so on; a remarkably detailed purported bio- 

raphy. 

’ It so happens that although I have been subpenaed four times, this 
is the first time that I have ever testified before this organization, 
before the Un-American Activities Committee; and therefore, I can 
only conclude that you got this information which you published 
at Government expense, and which you didn’t set forth in any doubt- 
ful form at all, it 1s all set forth as gospel truth, it is findings of fact, 
and I can only conclude that you got the information from your so- 
oes reliable, unimpeachable sources that you have been bragging 
about. 
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Mr. Arens. You skipped something when you were reading the re- 
port, Mr. Edises. 

Mr. Epises. You know the facts, Mr. Arens? Then, Mr. Arens, 
why do you ask me that question when you already claim to know the 
information? Why do youdoit? You can have only one purpose, and 
that is to try to embarrass me, to humiliate me, to pillorize me, to 
pillory me, and that is the whole function of your organization, Mr. 
Arens. 

That is all you do. You go through the motions, you come into a 
big courtroom, you have an American flag behind you. eM 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that this witness 
now be ordered and directed to answer the outstanding principal 
question. 

We have been baited by experts. 

Mr. Epises. You are just a kangaroo court; that is all. 

Mr. Wituis. You are ordered and directed to answer the question 
and come to the point. 

Mr. Enpisrs. I decline to answer that question on the grounds that 
it is unmistakably clear, unmistakably clear—Mr. Scherer, will you 
please pay attention ? 

Mr. Scurrer. Mr. Chairman, I move the witness be escorted from 
thecourtroom. He is utterly in contempt of this committee. 

Mr. Episrs. I insist on being permitted to answer your questions. 

Mr. Lronarp. Mr. Chairman, is my client excused as a witness? 

Mr. Wits. Wait. 

Mr. Lronarp. Is my client excused ? 

Mr. No. Wait a minute. 

I would like, as chairman of this committee, to ask my colleague to 
defer his motion just for two minutes, to give this gentleman an op- 
portunity to answer the question. 

If not, unless you come to the point and answer the question, the 
motion is proper. I will have to carry it out. Won’t you please 
state the constitutional grounds? 

Mr. Episrs. Mr. Willis, I got a little bit excited there. I am sorry. 

Mr. Scnerer. This is only a show. 

Mr. Enpisrs. Mr. Scherer, if you are going to abuse me, I will just 
get up and leave. If you will treat me and other witnesses with 
cuneey I will give you courteous answers, but if you browbeat me, 

won't. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I request now that the witness be ordered 
and directed to answer the outstanding principal question, namely: 
Are you now a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Epises. I am not going to answer that question and I want to 
tell you why. Am I mistaken, Mr. Arens, in my assumption that 
you had the honor of having something to do with the drafting of 
the so-called Communist Control Act of 1954? 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that the witness 
again be ordered and directed to answer the question. 

Mr. Screrer. Just a minute. Mr. Chairman, I move that the wit- 
ness be dismissed, be ejected from the room for complete and utter 
contempt of a committee of the Congress. As I said before, I am 
ashamed that he is a member of the bar. 

Mr. Wituts. You still have a half-minute left. I said two, so you 
have a half-minute to answer it on constitutional grounds. 
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Mr. Epises. All right. The question, as to membership in the Com- 
munist Party, isa question—let me put it this way 
Mr. Wittis. You said you would not answer it. 
Mr. Eptsrs. I am stating my grounds. I am trying to state my 
grounds. One ground is that it is a question that it 1s impossible, 
really, to answer with any degree of accuracy, And the reason, Mr. 
Chairman, Mr. Willis, is that in the Communist Control Act of 1954 
there is a definition of Communist. Mr. Willis, will you please listen ? 

Mr. Scuerer. I renew my motion. 

Mr. Witut1s. Iso order. Will youescort the gentleman out 

Mr. Leonarp. Do I understand that he is now excused from his 
subpena? I think we are entitled to that. 

Is he excused from his subpena, Mr. Chairman? May I inquire on 
the record ? 

Mr. Wituts. Yes; he is excused. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, may we have about a 2- or 3-minute 
recess, please, sir? 

Mr. Wiis. We will take an informal recess of a very few minutes, 
not over 5. 

(A short recess was taken at which time the following members of 
the subcommittee were present: Representatives Willis, Johansen, and 
Scherer.) 

(At the expiration of the recess the following members of the sub- 
committee were present: Representatives Willis, Johansen, and 
Scherer. ) 

Mr. Witu1s. The committee will please come to order. 

Proceed, Mr. Arens. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Chairman, that would conclude the presentation of 
witnesses whom we desired to call in this series of sessions of these 
hearings in San Francisco. 

There are a number of exhibits which have been shuffled around 
here, some of which we have not actually received into the record. 
They should be incorporated. There is some material that Mr. 
Prussion has not been able, because of time. to cover, and some exhibits 
which he has which we want to have identified. 

I, therefore, Mr. Chairman, respectfully suggest that this record 
be ordered to be kept open so that it can be completed after we have 
returned to Washington in order that the exhibits and the material of 
Mr. Prussion can be appropriately identified and incorporated into 
the record. 

Mr. Wiis. That course will be followed. 

The reporter will, of course, include that in his notes, that the 
record is to remain open for that time. 

Now, ladies and gentlemen, in concluding these hearings here in 
San Francisco, I should like to make a very few observations. 

At the outset of these hearings I emphasized that we were seeking 
here factual material which would assist the Committee on Un-Amer- 
ican Activities in the discharge of its legislative duties. 

These legislative duties are not limited to the mere passage of laws 
or their amendment. They involve, first of all, an accumulation of 
factual material on which legislation in the field of internal security 
can be based. 

May I say we have heard much about this committee not having a 
legislative purpose. If you will just analyze the laws that have been 
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enacted as a result of our hearings, you realize how unfounded that 
is. The Smith Act, the Internal Security Act, the Foreign Agents 
Registration Act, and many other acts, including the Communist 
Control Act of 1954, to name three offhand, with my colleague from 
Ohio naming another one, and many other laws which have been 
sponsored by, inspired by, and passed by, the Congress as a result 
of the accumulation of factual information gathered at public hear- 
ings and its consideration in Washington in the legislative field, and 
adopted invariably by the Congress of the United States. 

We have had much discussion here that we cannot possibly engage in, 
nor can we exchange verbal blows with witnesses who want to argue 
and debate and delay. This is not a pleasant task, I assure you, for 
us members of the cominittee; but when we talk about the job of the 
committee to assemble facts leading to legislation regarding the 
internal security of the United States, what do we mean? 

Let us be reasonable about the situation. Just last week we Members 
of Congress were required to vote on a bill involving some $40 billion 
for national defense and security. We have to turn around and tax 
the people to raise that money. 

Imagine passing a bill every year for between $40 billion and $45 
billion, even during peacetime, up to close to $50 billion a year. 

Do you know what a billion dollars is? Can you conceive of the 
enormity of it? You have some students here who are good mathe- 
maticians—and I am speaking off the cuff, I had no idea of what I 
was going to say until I started—but in terms of billions, since the 
time of the birth of our Lord, the clock hasn’t ticked much more than 
one billion minutes. And that is the amount of money we are appro- 
priating every year, $40 billion for national defense and security. 

National defense and security against whom? Is it England? Is 
it France? Is it Japan? Is it Germany? Is it Italy? Is it 
Europe ? 

We all know that defense and security means defense and security 
against the Soviet Union. Certainly it would be folly to want to 
defend ourselves against the Communists abroad and not have a com- 
mittee of Congress to maintain a continuing study of the operations 
and machinations and techniques of such Communists as there might 
be, or might continue to sprout out, in our own country. 

You have heard during the hearings here talk about this committee 
being unusual in its method of operation. There is not a committee 
of the Congress in the other 19 on the House side and as many on the 
Senate side, which operate any differently. 

This is not a court proceeding. No committee of the Congress, 
and I doubt that any committee in your State legislature or elsewhere 
when they are conducting hearings leading to legislation, pretend that 
everyone who takes the stand has a right to stop the proceedings and 
make speeches and cross-examine. 

About contempt and so on, we are not in the business of citing 
people for contempt. That is an incident. In the first place, the 
record is submitted to the Department of Justice, and if there is con- 
tempt that is up to the courts. That is an incident to our jurisdiction, 
as any other congressional committee has the same prerogative and the 
same obligation to try to maintain order and dignity. 
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Well, what, then, has been accomplished by the hearings which we 
have been conducting over the course of the last few days here in San 
Francisco? 

In the first place, we have seen confirmed here patterns of Com- 
munist activity which we are witnessing elsewhere in the Nation. 
These patterns include penetration of non-Communist entities by 
trained conspirators who masquerade behind a deceitful facade of 
respectability. 

Also, we have observed here the technique of obscuring technical 
membership in the Communist Party by official resignation from that 
entity, while maintaining actual status within the operation. This 
situation poses difficult and involved legal problems which are cur- 
rently under discussion by the members of our committee. 

Another pattern concerning which I should like to comment is 
the campaign of foreign Communist propaganda being sent into this 
country sud disseminated across the land. We have witnessed similar 
situations at other ports of entry in the United States. 

I presided over a hearing some time ago in the port of New Or- 
leans, and there you have tons and quantities of material, propaganda 
material, entering our country unlabeled as required by law. It has 
nothing to do with prohibiting material from entering the country. 

No Member of Congress that I know of would vote for such a 
law. But we are entitled to have propaganda material properly so 
labeled. If you buy a can of food under the Federal law, you must, 
on that label, state what is in the can, or any other item that you see 
on a shelf. It is the same thing in that regard. And poison, for in- 
stance. Yet this material is entering in total violation of that law. 
That is an element we must consider, or at least submit it to the mem- 
bership in Congress to see whether they want to continue that law 
being violated or whether they want to amend it. 

Weare going to have some recommendations to make, and it will be 
up to your Congressmen, the Congressmen throughout the United 
States, to express themselves as to whether they want some improve- 
ments. 

Certainly we should believe in majority rule; for instance, in con- 
nection with propaganda, the gentleman who testified here, who 
traveled to China, is one of the most suave individuals I know. I 
know he is smart. But what do you think he is doing? He 
is engaging in propaganda, propaganda from the point of view, or 
slanted from the point of view, of the Communists. 

In the course of the hearings which we have been conducting, 
much of the information which we have obtained has been by in- 
direction, although we have, I believe, obtained substantial informa- 
tion from the direct testimony of those witnesses who have come forth 
and candidly, patriotically testified fully and freely. 

It may surprise you that much of the testimony given here nega- 
tively, by invocation of the constitutional amendments which they 
are entitled protection under, is valuable to us in more ways than 
one, by keeping abreast of the techniques here. So even an indirection 
or a negative reply to proper evaluation of our security posture has 
some value to us. 

There is a collateral result of hearings of this character, in that 
they constitute a constant reminder to the American people that the 
threat of communism is real. Communism involves a philosophy and 
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an ideology—but it is more than a philosophy and an ideology. It 
isa dynamic system which is in operation now to destroy freedom and 
supplant it with tyranny. 

Ve shall take back to Washington the transcript of these hearings, 
which will be studied carefully by the staff and by the members of 
the committee in the furtherance of our duty. 

Before concluding, I want to thank everyone in this area who 
contributed to the hearings. That includes the mayor and the others 
who have made this hearing room available. It includes the dedicated 
members of the police force, the sheriff’s department, and soon. They, 
too, had a very unpleasant task to perform. 

They are not really engaged in law enforcement. Their primary 
obligation is to maintain the peace. It was a delicate situation, very 
sensitive and electrified moments we went through. 

I tried to preside with fairness. I do not ever expect people to 
agree with my philosophy. They may care to disagree. But I don’t 
get excited because people have different ideas than I have. I feel a 
sense of obligation to be fair to all. For instance, I happen to be a 
lawyer, as I mentioned before, and the last witness was a member of 
my profession. But why should I deny—and I must deny in the in- 
terest of expedition during our work—people who want to argue and 
make speeches, why should I deny that right and insist on the rules 
with respect to civilians, and give a lawyer a greater opportunity ? 
It just cannot be done. You have to balance your ideas and your 
actions. 

It has been a pleasure being here, some moments anyway, and I do 
want to express my appreciation to all who contributed to the 
hearings. 

Mr. Johansen ? 

Mr. JoHansen. Mr. Chairman, I want very briefly, first of all, to 
pay tribute to the distinguished chairman of this subcommittee for 
the firmness and the courage in seeing this very difficult task through, 
despite evident determined efforts and intentions that the job would 
not be completed. 

I express again, of course, my appreciation to the mayor and all of 
the officials oho hkive made it possible to complete this job. 

Yesterday I did express the hope that wee might be, with some 
of the young college students here, at least, who feel that they are 
enamored of this ideology and this movement, a glimmering and 
awakening awareness. 

As I said yesterday, they are toying with treason and disloyalty. 
I hope they will recognize that there are at least two sides to the 
thing about which I feared in some instances they have been led to be- 
lieve there is only one side. 

In that connection, if they have interest in the work of this com- 
mittee, in the previous hearings and reports of the committee, and its 
legislative activities, they can secure material by directing an inquiry 
or a request to the staff director of the House Committee on Un-Amer- 
ican Activities. 

I just sum this all up with one or two sentences. We have heard 
the Constitution invoked a great many times and in a great many 
ways the last three days. The Constitution in its Preamble provides 
that one of its functions and the functions of the Federal Govern- 
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ment is to provide for the common defense. That is the business 
that we have been about and that is the business that the Congress 
has mandated that we should be, and should continue to be, a sos 

One final word: Some arduous, diflicult, and unpleasant things have 
occurred here in these past few days. They do not alter my impres- 
sion of the very fine citizens and the very fine community and the 
very fine leadership in San Francisco. 

Mr. Wiuuts. Mr. Scherer? 

Mr. Scurrer. Mr. Chairman, at the outset, let me state categori- 
cally that the shameful rioting here in San Francisco was not a 
spontaneous outburst of student indignation against the House Com- 
mittee on Un-American Activities, as many people would like for us 
to believe. We will be able to understand and better evaluate the 
demonstrations that took place here in San Francisco if we look 
back a few years. 

Approximately three years ago the Communist apenenins decided 
that, if its operations in the United States were to be less hampered 
and more successful, it had to get rid of the Committee on Un-Ameri- 
can Activities, discredit the great Director of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation, and generally weaken the FBI's influence and powers. 
Two and a half years ago, on September 20, 1957, to be exact, the 
Emergency Civil Liberties Committee at Carnegie Hall in New York 
City assumed this obligation. Obviously such a campaign, conducted 
in the name of the Communist Party would be unsuccessful. Since 
that meeting in Carnegie Hall, the Emergency Civil Liberties Com- 
mittee has dedicated itself to three objectives: 

1. To abolish the House Committee on Un-American Activities 
and bring to an end congressional investigations into subversive 
activities, 

2. To discredit J. Edgar Hoover and the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation. 

3. To bring about the repeal of the Smith Act, the Internal Secu- 
rity Act, and the Communist Control Act of 1954. 

Now, the Emergency Civil Liberties Committee has a high-sound- 
ing name. Unfortunately the great majority of Americans and 
some Members of Congress are not aware of the nature of this organ- 
ization. So that we may better evaluate and understand what it 
says and does, let me tell, you about the Emergency Civil Liberties 
Committee. 

Both the Senate Internal Security Subcommittee and the House 
Committee on Un-American Activities, as well as J. Edgar Hoover in 
his book, “Masters of Deceit,” have found this outfit to be Commu- 
nist-controlled and Communist-dominated. Its present chairman, 
Harvey O’Connor, is an identified Communist, presently under indict- 
ment for contempt of Congress for refusing to answer questions con- 
cerning his Communist activities. 

One of the moving forces of the committee is Frank Wilkinson 
also an identified Communist, who has been convicted and sentenced 
and whose case is now on appeal for contempt in refusing to answer 
questions about his connections with the Communist conspiratorial 
apparatus. Wilkinson has a long record of service to the Communist 
cause and is the coordinator of the effort to bring about the abolition 
of the House Committee on Un-American Activities. Frank Wilkin- 
son has been here at City Hall participating in these demonstrations. 
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The majority of the members of the national council of this organ- 
ization have long records of service to Communist and Communist- 
front causes. These records are set forth in detail in the House 
Committee on Un-American Activities report entitled “Operation 
Abolition.” 

Now let’s take a look at what the Emergency Civil Liberties Com- 
mittee, with the help of others, has done in these two and a half years 
which finally resulted in this “ugly American” insurrection in San 
Francisco. 

At first the Emergency Civil Liberties Committee sent its paid 
hirelings, Clark Foreman and the notorious Frank Wilkinson, into 
the cities where the committee held its hearings. Clark Foreman, in 
particular, met in advance of the hearings with identified Communists 
who had been subpenaed to testify before the committee. Witnesses 
were instructed how to avoid answering questions of the committee 
by making long, Communist propaganda speeches. They were told 
how to bait, vilify, and harass members and counsel of the Committee 
on Un-American Activities. 

Subsequently, the Emergency Civil Liberties Committee grew 
bolder in its attempt to disrupt the hearings of the Committee on 
Jn-American Activities. ECLC sent its people into the cities where 
hearings were to be held a week or more in advance of the hearings. 
They drafted petitions against the committee in which the work and 
objectives of the committee were completely misrepresented. Signa- 
tures to these petitions were obtained from well-meaning and some 
not so well-meaning citizens of the community. ECLC saw that ad- 
vertisements bitterly attacking the committee were placed in local 
newspapers. Of course, these “disciples of discord” did not disclose 
to the people of the community the fact that the Emergency Civil 
Liberties Deeuniithes was a Communist-dominated and controlled 
organization. 

ater, other additiona] techniques were adopted. Meetings and 
rallies were set up in advance of and during the committee’s appear- 
ance. Leftwing and pro-Communist speakers were imported to ad- 
dress the rallies. Soon it was found that rallies did not reach enough 
people, so they began to use the radio for their propaganda attack 
against the investigation of subversive activities. 

In December of last year the Committee on Un-American Activities 
went into Puerto Rico for hearings to show that San Juan was a 
nerve center for a new $100 million propaganda assault upon the Carib- 
bean, Central and South America for the purpose of creating hatred 
and ill-will toward the United States. The testimony showed how 
the Foreign Agents Registration Act was being flagrantly violated 
and why upline in that act must be plugged by the Congress. 

We all know that over 95 percent of the Puerto Ricans are loyal 
and fine American citizens, but the Congress is also well aware of the 
fact that there is a small group of radical, unstable, and fanatical na- 
tionalists in the Puerto Rican community. Ever since Puerto Ricans 
from this group shot the guards at Blair House during the Truman 
administration and Members of the House from the gallery, these 
revolutionaries have been comparatively quiet. Lately, however, there 
has been a clever, subtle infiltration of their ranks by Communist 
agents for the purpose of stirring up agitation and hatred against 
the United States. 
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In spite of the emotional instability and revolutionary tendencies 
of this segment of Puerto Ricans, the Emergency Civil Liberties Com- 
mittee sent its executive director all the way from New York to San 
Juan in advance of our hearings. He was on the radio vilifying the 
committee before its appearance. He was meeting with subpenaed 
Communists and their leftwing lawyers and other groups in the city. 
He was busy preparing and issuing inflammatory press releases 
against the committee. 

As a result, last December in San Juan, we had a preview of what 
happened here in San Francisco. In San Juan pickets surrounded 
the Federal Building. ‘They jeered at the committee and spat upon 
our automobiles as we entered the U.S. Courthouse. The continual 
chanting and shouting outside the Courthouse in an attempt to disrupt 
the hearings was a new technique which was used even more exten- 
sively here in San Francisco. 

In Puerto Rico members of the committee and its staff required 
police protection. None of the leftwing crowd, who regularly cry 
crocodile tears over alleged deprivation of the civil rights of Com- 
munists called before congressional investigating committees, said 
one word about Members of Congress being deprived of their right 
to move freely about and conduct hearings provided by law without 
physicel interference from those who differ with the objectives and 
duties of the Committee on Un-American Activities. 

It is ironical that we heard no cries from these leftwingers about 
Members of the Congress being deprived of their civil liberties, their 
freedom of speech, their freedom to move about as they please, and 
their freedom of association. 

The Emergency Civil Liberties Committee was well pleased with 
what happened in San Juan. 

Two months later, in February of this year, the Committee on Un- 
American Activities was holding hearings in Washington. Dur- 
ing these hearings it was shown how the disturbances and riots that 
took place at the Seventh World Youth Festival in Vienna last year 
resulted largely from the fact that the heads of many of the delegations 
to that festival were not youths but hard-core 40- to 60-year-old 
members of the Communist apparatus. 

For the Washington hearings the Emergency Civil Liberties Com- 
mittee developed still another technique. Supposedly spontaneously, 
there sprang up an organization called Youth Against the House Un- 
American Activities Committee to protest our hearings on the Vienna 
Youth Festival. We were charged with investigating youth and inter- 
fering with the free expression of youth, when all we were trying to 
show was that some of the delegations had no free expression because 
of their being Communist-dominated and controlled by agents of the 
Kremlin. Some of the leftwing press cried crocodile tears for the 
young people who descended on Washington. This youth organiza- 
tion against the Committee on Un-American Activities was repre- 
sented in the hearing room in Washington by some 200 young 
people who were supposedly representative of American youth gen- 
erally. I wish you could have seen the disreputable array of char- 
acters who were supposed to be a cross section of American youth. 

Before the hearings ended, it was shown conclusively that these 


young people protesting these hearings were brought to Washington 
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on buses from New York City by the Emergency Civil Liberties Com- 
mittee. ‘They were shepherded there from New York by the same 
notorious Clark Foreman who did the dirty work in San Juan. 
Dorothy Marshall, who is anything but youthful, went all the way 
from Los Angeles to New York to assist Foreman in bringing this 
group to Washington. 

It was also shown, before the hearings ended, that the headquarters 
of this organization called Youth Against the House Un-American 
Activities Committee was the same oflice as the Emergency Civil 
Liberties Committee; that its press releases attacking the Committee 
on Un-American Activities were issued from the office of the Emer- 
gency Civil Liberties Committee. There is no doubt in my mind that 
they were written by Clark Foreman. It was shown that before this 
group made its expedition to Washington, it met in New York and 
was addressed and harangued by Clark Foreman, Dorothy Marshall, 
and a number of hard-core Communist functionaries, none of whom 
can be classified as youthful. 

The February hearings in Washington were a disgraceful, de- 
ceitful exploitation of youth by the Communist apparatus in an at- 
tempt to further discredit and destroy the Committee on Un-Ameri- 
can Activities and to furnish grist for the Soviet propaganda ma- 
chine throughout the world. 

As I have said, the violence here in San Francisco was the next 
step in the Communist assault against the committee. It was clearly 
planned at the highest Communist levels. The demonstrations, the 
rioting, and the resulting photographs are wanted for use throughout 
the world by the Kremlin’s propagandists in a deceitful attempt to 
show that the young people in America are opposed to their Gov- 
ernment when it was moving against Communist activities in the 
United States. 

Harry Bridges, the notorious head of the Longshoremen’s Union, 
was also outside the hearing room inciting the mob to move in, It 
was Harry Bridges who just last year testified before our committee. 
He had just completed a trip around the world during which he 
consulted with all top Communist labor leaders in the transportation 
field. The hearings clearly established that the purpose of his trip 
was to bring about an agreement with these Communists in the trans- 
portation field to act in concert in tying up shipping throughout the 
world when the word was given. It was acne Bridges who called 
Chiang Kai-shek a “bum” and testified that he would refuse to send 
war materials to Chiang Kai-shek even though the President of the 
United States felt that shipment of such material was necessary for 
the safety and security of this country. 

In the mob here in San Francisco were five or six other well-known, 
identified Communists. Among them was Archie Brown, who started 
the demonstrations in the hearing room the day before. Archie 
Brown, in his own words, is a “top-ranking Communist” and has 
been “for 20 years.” In truth, he is the second-top Communist in 
California—second only to Mickey Lima. Also there were Douglas 
Wachter and Ralph Izard. I am going to tell you about these two 
in a few minutes. 

Among the rioters were members of Harry Bridges’ Longshore- 
men’s Union. In the forefront were a large segment of the “beatnik” 
crowd. Of course, a considerable number of students from universi- 
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ties in the Bay area were here. Mostly they were the victims of this 
despicable propaganda plot. Chiefly they had come here only to 
picket and protest, urged on by the leftwing, pro-Communist, and 
Communist teachers in the Bay area who hate the Committee on 
Un-American Activities with an unbelievable venom. However, 
these brave teachers stayed in the cloisters of the classroom while 
the students, whose minds had been poisoned with hatred and ill-will 
against the committee, became involved in this well-conceived and 
well-organized demonstration. 

Before the Committee on Un-American Activities arrived in San 
Francisco, meetings had been held to arrange for picketing and 
demonstrations. Meetings were called during the hearings to urge 
attendance and further demonstrations against the committee. 

Here is a typical excerpt from the Daily Californian, the student 
publication of the University of California: 


The Student Committee for Civil Liberties plans to picket 
the hearings today. It has issued a call for students to 
attend the rally and hearings and suggests that people 
“laugh out loud” in the hearings when things get ridiculous. 

Rides for students who want to attend the hearings will 
leave at 8:15 to 10 a.m. this morning from Stiles Hall. 


Among the Communist agents who were the principal agitators, 
and in some cases actual participants in these demonstrations were: 
Archie Brown, Ralph Izard, Frank Wilkinson, Harry Bridges, Merle 
Brodsky, Douglas Wechine. and Vernon Bown. It is interesting to 
note that the hierarchy of the Communist Party—Archie Brown, 
Ralph Izard, Frank Wilkinson, Harry Bridges, and Merle Brod- 
sky—was careful to avoid actual violation of the law. They left 
that up to the underlings in party ranks. 

I would like to point out that Vernon Bown, among those ar- 
rested, is the same Vernon Bown who was in 1954 among the no- 
torious Louisville Seven—charged at that time with sedition, destruc- 
tion of property, conspiring to destroy property to achieve a political 
end, and contempt of court. 

I say for some of the students involved, that they may not have 
fully realized that their protests had been organized and directed by 
a handful of expertly trained Communist agents—persons who have 
attended training schools for the specific purpose By wen Bis how to 
create insurrection, how to incite a riot, how to organize peaceful 
and nonpeaceful protest, and how to lead and direct sincere inno- 
cents to the service of Communist aims. 

Some developments, as a result of the riots, are shocking. I men- 
tion a few of these only to point out the underlying Communist 
tactic and plan which, when the time comes, could well be used for a 
major scale riot, insurrection, or open revolution against duly 
constituted authority. 

First of all, an important fact which is beginning to plague this 
Nation more and more is what is known as the upcoming “second 
generation” Communists. The committee has faced these young 
Communists sons and daughters of Communist parents on an ever- 
increasing basis in the past few years. They are school, college, and 
post-college age young people who have been born into the closed 
cell of the Communist Party. During their school years, they are 
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trained by their parents to follow and promote communism in every 
way possible. 

During these San Francisco hearings, one such “second generation” 
Communist was Douglas Wachter—the son of Saul Wachter, an 
identified Communist agent. Douglas Wachter attended Berkeley 
High School in Berkeley, Calif., and two years ago, his senior year, 
was elected as president of the Junior Statesmen Club, an influential 
political group on the campus. He then went on to the University 
of California where he has been extremely active in campus political 
activity, the Congress of Racial Equality (CORE), and boasts that 
he led the student contingent in the recent protests against the execu- 
tion of Caryl Chessman. 

Douglas Wachter attended the 17th National Convention of the 
Communist Party last December as a delegate from the northern 
sector of the California Communist Party. 

What did the Communist Party accomplish as a result of the San 
Francisco riots? Their major aim of stopping the hearings failed, 
but the second aim of creating an issue which the Communist press 
can use and twist for propaganda purposes throughout the world 
against the United States was infinitely successful. For years to 
come, the Communists will be constantly referring to the so-called 
“Black Friday in San Francisco, when the red-baiting, witch-hunting, 
Fascist, racist, Un-American Committee had to call in ‘goon squads’ 
which used police brutality of the worst sort against a spontaneous 
student protest.” 

Since the early days, one of the Communists’ chief aims has been 
to destroy the confidence of the people in their law-enforcement agen- 
cies. Charges of police brutality have been revived and used over and 
over again. 

Some of the Communist apologists say the police used undue force 
in San Francisco. The Communist publications go so far as to charge 
the police with causing the riot. I hesitate to repeat some of the 
scurrilous and absolutely untrue charges of brutality being made 
against the police. 

The truth is, that the police and the sheriff leaned over backward 
using almost every known device short of force to break up the demon- 
strations and flagrant violations of a half-dozen laws before they were 
compelled to meet violence with fire hoses and forcible eviction from 
the City Hall. It was not until the mob attempted to break into the 
already overcrowded hearing room, had knocked down a police officer 
and had taken away his mace and started pounding him with it, that 
the police moved in. Eight policemen an four rioters were hospital- 
ized. Of course, we hear little sympathy for these police officers. 
We see no photographs of the attack on the police. We see only 
pictures of rioters being dragged by police from the City Hall because 
they had engaged in mob violence and refused to leave the building 
on directions of the police so that law and order might prevail. 

Of course, the riot and the photos of the police dragging rioters 
who refused to leave the building are grist for the Communist propa- 
ganda machine throughout the world. 

This is what some call police brutality or use of excessive force. 

The members of the Committee on Un-American Activities state that 
Chief of Police of San Francisco, the Sheriff of San Francisco County 
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and their men acted in accordance with the highest and finest traditions 
of law-enforcement officials. This Congress should commend them and 
express our regrets and sympathy for those officers and their families 
who were injured in the proper performance of their duty. 

I appreciate, Mr. Chairman, your giving me this opportunity to 
make these observations. I know it took a long time, but I felt that 
the record should disclose what I have said. 

Mr. Wiuuis. Thank you very much. 

Mr. Scuerer. I also ask leave to revise and extend additional re- 
marks before the record of these hearings is printed. 

Mr. Wits. Without objection the request of the gentleman from 
Ohio is granted. 

The hearings are now concluded. 

(Whereupon, at 5:58 p.m., Saturday, May 14, 1960, the subcom- 
mitte adjourned, to reconvene at the call of the Chair.) 


(Additional remarks by Congressman Scherer follow :) 


Mr. Scuerer. Since returning from San Francisco I have received 
from a number of ministers who were present at the hearings a copy 
of a voluntary joint statement issued by the following: Dr. G. Archer 
Weniger. of Oakland; Rev. Don Watson, of Oakland; Dr. H. Austin, 
of San Francisco; Rev. Robert F. Hakes, of Alameda; Dean William 
G. Bellshaw, of the San Francisco Baptist Seminary; Dr. H. O. Van 
Gilder, of the Western Baptist Bible College; Dr. Arno Weniger, of 
San Francisco: 

Here follows their own eyewitness account of what transpired in- 
side the hearing room. Of course, the rioting outside the hearing 
room was, to say the least, far more serious. 


More than a dozen ministers were in attendance at the con- 
hen hearings of the House Un-American Activities 

ommittee in San Francisco on May 12 and 13 in the Super- 
visors Chambers in the City Hall. What we witnessed was 
utterly fantastic. The shameful demonstration against law 
and order and against this duly constituted committee of the 
Congress defies description. We sat in the rear of the room 
on a raised platform where we could easily observe the pro- 
ceedings, right in the midst of the student demonstrators. 
We studied the crowd carefully for hours and could easily 
discern which were the masterminds of the mob riots. It is 
our certain conviction that this indefensible demonstration 
against law and order was conceived, planned, and directed 
by a few hard-core Communist agitators who were carrying 
out their textbook orders on insurrection with classic success. 
Leaders of the mob included faculty members and well- 
known leftist lawyers for the fifth-amendment Communists. 

We were sitting where we were able to observe the giving 
of instructions by the riot leaders who had gained access to the 
room. The Daily Californian, which was distributed widely 


at, the scene, gave explicit instructions on the front page of 
the Thursday issue on exactly how to harass the committee. 
They were told to laugh out loud at every incident that ap- 
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peared to be amusing in order to make the Congressmen look 
ridiculous. These well-disciplined mobsters laughed on the 
dotted line and obeyed their masters to the last jeer. We 
watched a national committeeman for the party line up a 
dozen Communists near the railing and throw every sneer, 
invective, abusive language, vile profanity, and fiendish 
charge at the Congressmen they could conceive. For nearly 
15 minutes at one point, this lawless crowd of students from 
the university, together with party cadres, had the chambers 
almost in their control. The students, comprising the rear 
third of the audience stood up on their seats and yelled, 
jeered, hissed, and scoffed at the Congressmen. It was al- 
most complete breakdown of law and order. We witnessed 
more violations of the law in 15 minutes than we have seen 
in 15 years. The only criticisms we have of the police au- 
thorities were of allowing this element to make such a mock- 
ery out of law and order, without jailing every one of the 
leaders. 

The height of their devilish hypocrisy was reached when 
they had the consummate nerve to profane the national an- 
them by singing it at the peak of their demonstration, and 
giving expression to their treasonable delight by singing 
“Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory of the Coming of the 
Lord.” The depth of their deceit was reached when this mob 
element put their hand over their heart and pledged allegi- 
ance to the flag. We shall never forget the hisses and boos 
that greeted Mr, Arens when he first mentioned the name of 
God in connection with one who broke from the party. 

We are at a loss to understand how clergymen, such as 
Bishop James Pike, could give any aid and comfort to this 
lawless kind of activity by statements deriding the commit- 
tee, and by allowing his assistant pastor to address one of 
their despicable rallies. 

We came away from this hearing absolutely convinced of 
the overwhelming necessity of continuing the House Commit- 
tee on Un-American Activities. No free agent could view the 
hearings without being impressed with the fairness, justice, 
and dedication to a thankless, but positively necessary task. 
Chairman Edwin Willis was unusually temperate and pa- 
tient. We have nothing but unbounded admiration for 
Richard Arens, committee counsel, whose skill and under- 
standing of this perilous conspiracy was a blessing to be- 
hold. We apologize to these , A public servants from 


Congress for the devilish and deceitful conduct of an in- 
finitesimally small but alarmingly arrogant segment of this 
area, who are willing to be tools of the Communist conspiracy 
which would make a shambles out of the liberty which marks 
this great Nation as the land of the free and the home of the 
brave. 
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THE NORTHERN CALIFORNIA DISTRICT OF THE 
COMMUNIST PARTY 


Structure—Objectives—Leadership 
(Part 3) 


FRIDAY, JUNE 10, 1960 


Untrep Srares House or 
SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE 
Commirrre oN Un-American ACTIVITIES, 
Washington, D.C. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION * 


The subcommittee of the Committee on Un-American Activities met, 
pursuant to call, at 10 a.m., in room 226, Old House Office Building, 
Hon. Edwin E. Willis (chairman of the subcommittee) presiding. 

Subcommittee members present : Edwin E. Willis, of Louisiana, and 
August E. Johansen, of Michigan. 

Staff members present: Richard Arens, staff director; Francis J. 
McNamara and Fulton Lewis III, research analysts. 

Mr. Wits. The subcommittee will please come to order. 

It will not be necessary to again swear the witness, because we are 
today completing the record which we began and were unable to con- 
clude because of lack of time during our recent hearings in San 
Francisco, May 12-14. 

Mr. Prussion, we are pleased to welcome you here in Washington to 
complete your testimony. 

P , if you please, Mr. Arens. 


TESTIMONY OF KARL PRUSSION—Resumed 


Mr. Arens. Mr. Prussion, during your previous testimony in San 
Francisco you spoke of the prerequisites of revolution. What are 
these prerequisites from the Communist viewpoint? 

Mr. Prusston. The Communist Party is a party of Leninism and 
all party members are disciples of Lenin. ninism is a program 
which directs Communist Party members in attaining the prerequisites 
of the revolution and, when these prerequisites are accomplished, the 
overall strategy of overthrowing the Government by force and vio- 
lence and setting up a dictatorship of the Communist Party will be 
carried out. 


1 Released by the committee and ordered to be printed. 


| 

| 
2177 


2178 COMMUNIST PARTY—NORTHERN CALIFORNIA DISTRICT 


The prerequisites, briefly, are as follows: 

First, a strong enough Communist Party—which the Communist 
calls the vanguard of the working class—strong enough to lead an 
insurrection and actions to overthrow our Government by force and 
violence. 

This does not mean strength in numbers in the Communist Party 
but it means a dedicated core able to lead, as previously described. 

The second prerequisite of the revolution is that there must be 
disunity of the governmental body of our Nation, that there be dis- 
sension within the executive, legislative, and judicial branches of our 
Government on vital issues of the day. 

The third prerequisite for the revolution is an economic situation 
whereby the Communists, through their leadership in social, eco- 
nomic and political organizations, can successfully carry out the 
revolution. 

This economic situation does not necessarily mean a depression. It 
could be an inflationary spiral, whereby economic chaos could ma- 
terialize. 

The fourth prerequisite of a revolution, and this is closely related 
to the third prerequisite, is a trade union movement that the Com- 
munist Party can successfully actuate into a political strike. 

A political strike is different from an economic and social strike, 
such as wages, working conditions, et cetera, in that it is a strike 
against law, against legislation or some other political issue, 

Such a eetiee: for example, was recently threatened by Walter 
Reuther when he stated, in effect, that if the Taft-Hartley Act was 
invoked in the steel strike, he would call a slowdown strike within the 
CIO. This would have been a political strike. 

Harry Bridges has many times stated that he will call a political 
strike of his longshoremen if there is a war in which he and his union 
are not in accord. 

A more recent example, not in the United States, but in Japan, 
of a political strike was the recent strike called by the leftwing trade 
union movement against Eisenhower's visit and against the treaty that 
we are now concluding with Japan. 

Mr. Arens. In general, Mr. Prussion, how would you say the United 
States Communist Party stands today in relation to this objective it 
has of establishing its prerequisites for revolution ? 

. _— of all, there is the question of the strength of the Communist 
art 

Mn Prussion. I think the Communist Party today is sufficiently 
capable of carrying out an insurrection if the other prerequisites are at- 
tained. The figure of approximately 10,000 hard-core members of the 
Communist Party, of course, is not at all accurate because at least an 
equal number, I estimate through my experience, have dropped out of 
the Communist Party for the sole purpose of hiding their identity so 
that they can carry out their revolutionary work more effectively in 
economic, political, and social organizations. 

Mr. Arens. When you say you believe the United States Communist 
Party is strong enough to lead an insurrection, you do not mean, do 
you, that the party itself will take over this Government by force and 
violence? 

Mr. Prussion. No, of course not. I mean that the Communist 
Party is able at the present time with the prerequisites, assuming they 
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were attained at the present time, to successfully lead such an insur- 
rection through their influence politically, economically, and socially 
throughout the United States. 

Mr. Arens. In other words, it would be a situation something like 
the riots that took place in San Francisco a few weeks ago, where 
there will be handful of Communists who stimulate and incite — 

ups of non-Communists to take certain actions which help the 
ommunist Party? Is that the idea? 

Mr. Prusston. That is a very mild example of the degree with which 
the Communists can operate under what they call a more favorable 
revolutionary situation. 

At a 1958 National Executive Committee meeting of the Communist 
Party, in the report of James S. Allen, it was clearly stated that the 
situation and conditions in the United States at the present time are 
more satisfactory toward the planning of the Communist program 
of the dictatorship of the proletariat than they were in the Soviet 
Union when the Bolshevik arty seized power in October 1917. 

I quote from James S. Allen’s report on basic program for the 
Initiating Committee on Program to the National Executive Commit- 
tee of the Communist Party, May 9, 1958: 

Yet, in seeking to chart our road to socialism, we are in a much better position 
than the Marxists in the period before the Great Russian Revolution, which pio- 
neered the road, or than we were before World War II, before a number of coun- 
tries took that road. 

(Document marked “Prussion Exhibit No, 1,” see App. p. 2385.) 

It is important to note that all of the activities of the Communist 
Party, whether they be within political organizations, church organi- 
zations, school organizations, all organizations—political, economic, 
or social—all of their work is revolutionary work in their view, whereas 
on the surface it would appear to be peaceful work within our Consti- 
tution and within our Bill of Rights. 

We always have to bear in mind that the Communist Party is a party 
of Lenin, and Lenin clearly stated that the parliament can never be 
an arena of struggle for the improving of the conditions of the citi- 
zenry, that the parliament is on to be used ultimately for the estab- 
— of a dictatorship and for the destruction of the parliament 
itself. 

This is elementary to —— a and it is the purpose, there- 
fore, of all their actions within our democratic process, to accelerate 
the day when the prerequisites of the revolution can be met, parliament 
destroyed and the dictatorship established. 

Mr. Arens. Could you give us some examples, Mr. Prussion, of 
the kind of so-called peaceful activity which the Communists engage 
in which, in their view, are actually promoting the prerequisites for 
the day when outright violence can be used ? 

Mr. Prusston. The Communist Party, ever since its inception in 
the United States, has made the Negro people a target of Communist 
Party propaganda in an effort to “lead” the Negro people in their 
struggle to better their conditions, but the Communist Party is not 
interested in bettering the conditions of the Negro people as such. 
Communists are only interested to the degree that they can organize 
the Negro people into a part of the insurrectionary movement at some 
future date for the overthrow of the Government by force and violence. 
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They are exploiting the Negro people rather than helping them. 
This is one example. 

Mr. Arens. This would fit in, then, with the second prerequisite for 
revolution, too—that is, that of creating disunity and dissension in the 
N aire not only within the Government but among the people as a 
whole 

Mr. Prussion. Yes. The Communist Party has used every 
strategem that they know to attempt to win over the Negro people to 
the Communist cause of revolution. 

At first they had a program of self-determination of the Negroes 
in the Black Belt, which meant that where the Negro people consti- 
tuted a majority in the South, they should rebel and secede from the 
Nation and set up their own government. 

This program of the Communist Party amongst the Negro people 
failed miserably because the Negro people did not want to secede from 
our Government but wanted to be part of it. 

The Communist Party very recently changed its proclaimed policy 
to one of total integration and full equality for the Negro people, and 
since this change of policy the Communists hope to achieve greater 
success in their work in winning over segments of the Negro popula- 
tion to the “class struggle.” This is not, of course, to say that integra- 
tion as such is Communist or that all who advocate integration are 
Communists. 

The Communists’ purpose, of course, in working amongst the Negro 
people is to provoke race hatred, violence, to raise what they call the 
class conscious level of the Negro people, to instill class hatred, to get 
members into the Communist Party and to ultimately utilize this whole 
section of the American working class in their final goal of destroying 
our Government by force and violence and establishing a dictatorship 
of the proletariat. 

Mr. Arens. Could you give us one or two more examples, Mr. 
Prussion, of areas or issues in which the Communists are operating 
today in a so-called peaceful manner but with the objective of promot- 
ing the conditions that are prerequisites for revolution ? 

Mr. Prusston. Yes. I would like to cite an example of Com- 
munist infiltration in the Mountain View, Los Altos-Palo Alto area. 

There is an organization there known as the Council for Civic 
Unity, Los Altos-Mountain View branch. This organization ob- 
viously is a good American organization which is symbolic of the 
cracker barrel and town hall meeting methods of doing things. It is 
un organization that Americans can be proud of. It believes that all 
mankind should have equality, regardless of their race, color, or creed. 

However, in 1954 the Communist Party, Los Altos-Mountain View 
cell, received directives from the section committee to infiltrate this 
organization. The infiltration took place. Approximately nine mem- 
bers of the Communist Party joined the organization. And it was 
the purpose of the Communists within that organization to do their 
revolutionary work therein. 

As a result, the organization was used to carry out activities that 
the Communist Party has seen fit at different periods during the exist- 
ence of this organization. 

To show you the degree of  poeraey in this organization: At a 


cell meeting held at the home of Michael Shapovalov in Menlo Park, it 
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was decided that I, Kar] Prussion, become more active in the Council 
for Civic Unity. 

Doris Dawson, a member of the cell, stated that she would contact 
Peter Szego, who is a professor at the University of Santa Clara and 
at that time was secretary of the Mountain View-Los Altos branch of 
the Council for Civic Unity, and she would instruct him to step down 
from his position as secretary, since he was too busy in organizing the 
Los Altos-Mountain View California Democratic Club, in my favor. 

Approximately three or four days after this agreement was reached 
in the Communist Party cell, Peter Szego came to my home and handed 
over to me the indexed membership list of the Mountain View-Los 
Altos Council for Civic Unity, which I have here today. 

Of course, this membership list has always been available to the 
Communist Party since it had infiltrated the organization so thor- 
oughly. Asa result, most of these members who are not Communists 
have sees inadvertent victims of Communist propaganda through 
the mails and through personal contact. Many of these members 
have been used by the Communists for such purposes as signing peace 
pledges, getting subscriptions to the official organ of the Communist 
Party, inviting these people to other meetings that were initially 
started by the Communist Party, et cetera. 

‘This is one example of how the Communist Party uses deceit in order 
to work in the revolutionary way amongst innocent people who have 
good motivations, 

Mr. Arens. Would you identify for us, Mr. Prussion, those persons 
known to you to be Communist Party members who infiltrated the 
club ¢ 

Mr, Prusston. The Communist Party members who infiltrated this 
organization are: Mr. and Mrs. Ed Becks, Mr. and Mrs. Walter 
HTarju, Elizabeth Nicholas, Mary Wilson, Mary Field, Peter Szego, 
and of course I was in there, too. 

I want to emphasize that there are many members of the Council 
for Civic Unity who hold positions of high esteem in the community, 
such as doctors, lawyers, engineers, et cetera. And I, by no means, 
infer that these people are either fellow travelers or sympathetic to the 
cause of communism. I simply say that they are targets of Commu- 
nist Party propaganda and activity. 

Mr. Arens. As a member of this group yourself, did you see any 
orianch ‘' where the Communist infiltraters in it had influenced other 
members 

Mr. Prussion. Well, most all the other members are influenced by 
the effect of the activity of the Communist Party because the program 
of this club, unfortunately, has yielded to Communist Party activity 
which the Communists use for their revolutionary work. 

Mr. Arens. Could you give us some specific examples? 

Mr. Prussion. Yes. The Communist Party through the Council 
for Civie Unity has been able to stimulate people in the area to support 
such activities as getting housing for Negro people in what is cus- 
tomarily considered a white community. In doing this, the Com- 
munist Party tries to gain leadership and tries to instill a “class 
hatred” and a “class consciousness” in people involved in these activ- 
ities, and they also try, of course, to recruit members into the Com- 


munist Party as a result of these activities. I don’t want my state- 
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ments here to be misconstrued. I am not saying that the community 
integration of Negro people is Communist, but that the Communists 
use this as a means of trying to gain prestige and to infiltrate. 

Mr. Arens. Would you care to give more details on the second 
of the prerequisites for revolution that you mentioned? That was the 
one on national disunity and dissension, or do you feel you have cov- 
ered that ¢ 

Mr. Prussion. As an example of how the Communist Party uses 
our democratic privileges in their effort to hasten the day when the 
prerequisites of the revolution are met, and then ultimately destroy 
these democratic privileges that give them the right to act at the 
present time: 

The Supreme Court of the United States has always been a target 
of the Communist Party through petitions, telegrams, letters, mass 
meetings, delegations, et cetera, in order to attempt to influence deci- 
sions from the Supreme Court, as they pertain to various anti-Com- 
munist Party legislation, to influence the court decisions favorable to 
the Communist Party and make it easier for them to operate. 

Mr. Arens. Would the recent U-2 incident be the type of thing the 
Communists would try to exploit to create dissension and disunity ? 

Mr. Prussion. Why, certainly. The Communist Party of the 
United States at the present time is justifying the breaking up of the 
Summit Conference by Khrushchev, using the U-2 incident as a pre- 
tense. This is the line of the Communist Party following the line of 
the Communist International or the Communist Party of the Soviet 
Union through Khrushchev. 

Another example of promoting national disunity was that during 
the period of the Korean War, the Communist Party of the United 
States set up hundreds of so-called “peace” organizations. These 
peace organizations were set up through instructions from Moscow 
through the World Peace Congress that was set up by the Kremlin. 

The purpose of the peace clubs was principally to put the Soviet 
Union forth to the American public as the country that is desirous 
for peace, whereas the United States was portrayed as a country bent 
on aggression or war. 

During the time that peace clubs were active they circulated the 
so-called Stockholm Peace Petition and were instructed to get millions 
of signatures in the United States. The purpose, of course, was to 
cause complacency and indifference, to split the American public 
insofar as national defense is concerned and two or three months after 
this petition was started, North Korea, using guns and tanks and 
military equipment made in the Soviet Union, attacked and invaded 
South Korea. 

This is an example of the creation of disunity and thereby disarming 
America in preparation for the Soviet attack on South Korea. 

Mr. Arens. Did these same peace clubs, after the war in Korea 
started, try to break up the generally united purpose of the American 
people to fight that war to a successful conclusion ? 

r. Prussion. The peace clubs, and when I say peace clubs, I have 
in mind the peace club that I was operating in, the Palo Alto Peace 
Club, playing upon the emotions of the American people and the 
Christian desire for peace that America does have, tried to help the 
North Korean offensive by demoralizing the public generally and our 
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troops at the front, calling it a needless war, calling for our boys to 
come home, and appealing principally to mothers, and this certainly 
was historically a very effective method used by these peace clubs in 
helping the Soviet forces win a partial victory in Korea. 

It is interesting to note that when the South Korean forces and the 
United Nations forces were almost driven out of Korea, that the ery 
for peace was minimized, whereas when MacArthur succeeded in driv- 
ing the North Korean forces to the Yalu River the peace clubs called 
for at the 38th parallel. 

Mr. Arens. Could you give us a few examples of the manner in 
which Communists try to promote the economic conditions that would 
serve as a prerequisite to revolution ? 

Mr. Prusston. Well, the Communist Party tries, within the trade 
union movement, to arouse class hatred and raise what it calls the 
“class conscious” level of the workers. Communists attempt to use 
the legitimate trade union movement and legitimate social advances 
for the purpose of causing more and more inflation. The party at- 
tempts to stimulate excessive wage demands and excessive Government 
spending for social benefits with the idea of hastening the collapse of 
our economic system, which is one of the prerequisites of the revolu- 
tion. 

Mr. Arens. Did Communist leaders actually discuss and give di- 
rectives on this point in the course of your own experience in the 
Communist Party? 

Mr. Prusston. Yes. The literature and books that the Communist 
must read, such as “State and Revolution”; books on the trade union 
movement; principally the works and classics of Lenin, “ ‘Left-Wing’ 
Communism—An Infantile Disorder,” “Strategy and Tactics,” et 
cetera. All of these books and lectures and discussion groups and edu- 
cationals within the cells, discuss the hastening of the collapse of our 
economic structure through the class struggle principle generated by 
the Communist Party through the trade union movement. 

Mr. Arens. That leads us to the fourth point you mentioned, the 
fourth prerequisite for revolution, that is, the creation of a trade 
union movement that is of such a nature that the Communist Party 
can activate it into political strikes, rather than strikes concerning 
economic and labor issues. 

Would you care to say anything about the Communist Party’s esti- 
mate of the situation in this country today on this point? 

Mr. Prusston. The Communist Party feels that the trade union 
movement contains within it elements which may be exploited so far 
as this prerequisite of the revolution is concerned. 

Mr. ns. Inasmuch as some 11 unions—and important unions— 
were thrown out of the CIO in 1950 for being under Communist 
control, how can the Communists feel this way? 

Mr. Prusston. The Communist Party is not too concerned about 
who the leadership of the trade union movement is at the present time, 
as long as it believes the trade union movement is being built and 
directed in the spirit of class struggle, class war generally; in which 
the class-conscious level of the werkine eople is raised. The Com- 
munists feel that they will be able to exploit this class hatred for the 
purpose of overthrowing our Government by force and violence. Of 
course this does not mean that the trade union movement is Com- 
munist inspired. 
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I would like to relate an incident which I will always remember. 
Back in 1938, during a period in which the Communist Party in 
Detroit was extremely influential in the leadership of the development 
and direction of the CIO industrial labor movement, the Communist 
Party members throughout the Detroit area were discouraged by the 
fact that Walter Reuther, who at that time was coming forward as 
the leader of the United Auto Workers Union, CIO, that Walter 
Reuther was not giving jobs to Communists within the union and 
that it was more difficult to control Walter Reuther than in the past. 

A meeting was called of Communist Party cells throughout the 
plants on the west side of the city of Detroit, where Walter Reuther 
was entrenched. The meeting was attended by such people as Jack 
Stachel, Earl Browder, William Weinstone, Nat Ganley, and one 
Bill Gebert. Bill Gebert represented the Communist International 
in the city of Detroit during the period that the CIO was formed 
and he directed the whole organizational strategy of sit-down strikes 
and activities of the Communists in the unions generally. Even the 
top party leaders obeyed Gebert. 

Mr. Arens. What was the purpose of the meeting ? 

Mr. Prussion. The meeting was to discuss whether or not to come 
out openly within the CIO to attempt to dispose of Walter Reuther 
and for the Communist Party to try to seize complete control of the 
United Automobile Workers Union at that time. 

After considerable discussion by many of the national leaders of 
the Communist Party at this meeting, Bill Gebert stated as follows: 
That we Communists are a party of Leninism, a party of strategy 
and tactics, and it is the policy of the Communist Party to build a 
trade union movement, based on Leninism, based on class struggle, 
based on class hatred, a union in which the class-conscious level of 
the auto workers would be raised, based on the need for recruiting 
members into the Communist Party and, as long as Walter Reuther or 
any other leader would build and continue to build a union in which 
we could take advantage of this spirit, the Communist Party cer- 
tainly would not enter into a struggle within the union for the titular 
control of the union. 

The Communists recognize that the great majority of union leaders 
and rank-and-file members are loyal and anti-Communist, so they are 
now concentrating their efforts at the grassroot level within the shops 
and locals, trying to exert pressures on the leaders in the interest of 
policies and programs which the Communist Party favors. Of course, 
they do not reveal that they are Communists or that the programs 
which they advocate are what the Communist Party wants. They are 
confident that they are making great headway in this tactic. They 
are using an “anti-monopoly” and “anti-big-business” line which goes 
over well with some militant unionists. 

Mr. Arens. In other words, is it the spirit of the trade unionists 
generally, rather than their actual control by party members, that 
the Communists hope to use for their ends? That is, if they are gen- 
erally emotionally antagonistic to big business as such, the party con- 
siders that they are then ripe for Communist influence? 

Mr. Prusston. That is correct. 

Mr. Arens. By Communists; to do things that will serve the Com- 
munist cause even though their leaders may be actually anti- 
Communist ? 
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Mr. Prusston. That is absolutely correct. The Communist Party 
would certainly like to have leadership within the trade union move- 
ment but they are working hard now, as previously stated, down at 
the grassroots within the trade union movement through which they 
try to exert pressures upon the leadership of the trade union move- 
ment, trying to get, for example, legislation passed in the interest of 
the program of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Arens. Earlier in your testimony, Mr. Prussion, you spoke of 
Communist infiltration in political fields. Could you give us some 
examples of this ¢ 

Mr. Prusston. My following testimony as regards Communist 
Party infiltration in political fields is in no way a reflection on either 
of our two great political parties, the Republican Party or the Demo- 
cratic Party. Ilowever, 1 would like our two political parties to be- 
come acquainted with facts that are alarming concerning attempted 
Communist Party infiltration and the major successes that it has had 
in its political work. 

Back just prior to the defeat in 1952 of Vincent Hallinan, who was 
running for President on the Independent Progressive Party ticket— 
and at that time the Independent Progressive Party was the political 
arm of the Communist Party, totally and completely controlled by 
the Communist Party—the Communist Party at that time changed its 
policy, torpedoed the Independent Progressive Party and let it shift 
for itself until it disintegrated, and began a full scale effort of infiltra- 
tion of the Democratic Party. 

1 want to point out that at the time this was done the Communist 
Party was seriously considering infiltrating the Republican Party, 
since they felt that the Republican Party was at that time the party 
of peace, and the Democratic Party was the party of war. But Com- 
niunist leadership decided, in view of the fact that the mainstream 
of the labor movement still flowed toward the Democratic Party, that 
it would be correct to try to attempt to infiltrate the Democratic 
Party. 

For example, the Communist Party so thoroughly infiltrated the 
South Palo Alto Democratic Club that it was able to exert consider- 
able influence on the club’s policies. 

Mr. Arens. When was this club formed ? 

Mr. Prussion. It was formed back in 1956. 

Mr. Arens. Did the Communists move into this club back in 1956, 
and actually have a hand in the formation of the club? 

Mr. Prussion. That is right. Shall I name the Communists who 
are members of this club? 

Mr. Arens. If you know positively from your own experience with- 
in the Communist Party that they are members of the party and if 
you haven’t named them previously. 

Mr. Prusston. I have named some of them previously, but not as 
associated with this particular group. 

Mr. Arens. Then you may go ahead and name each one who is 
known to you as a party member and a member of this club. 

Mr. Prusston. The following are members of the Communist Party 
in this club: Sara Alchermes, Mary Field, Leonard Grumet, Walter 
Harju, Allan Isaksen, Edward Ross, Belle Ross. I might add that 
Isaksen’s wife, Eleanor, and Harju’s wife, Wilma, have also joined 
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this club. However, I have never seen them at Communist Party cell 
meetings and do not know that they are actually party members. 

Mr. ns. Is Belle Ross the wife of Ed Ross? 

Mr. Prussion. Yes. Jack Stallings, Ann Stallings, his wife; E1- 
liott Wilson, Mary Wilson, and Emerson Street. 

Now, about Emerson Street, I would like to say that he was a 
member of the Communist Party for a considerable length of time and 
was dropped out of the Communist Party. However, he is regarded 
very highly in the party circles and his name very often comes up at 
cell meetings as a good, active, working Communist within the ranks 
of the California Democratic clubs. 

Mr. Arens. Do you know of any examples of Communist infiltra- 
tion in the Republican Party # 

Mr. Prussion. I know of no such examples other than myself. 
At a section meeting of the Communist Party held during the time the 
infiltration was started into the Democratic Party, I was instructed 
to register as a Republican because of the position that I held in 
the community and it is very possible that a few others of whom I 
have no bnaetlelan may have been instructed to do the same. 

Mr. Arens. Specifically, what do you mean, your position in the 
community? In what way were you different from the other mem- 
bers of the Communist cells to which you belonged ? 

Mr. Prussion. Well, I had been a contractor in the area, building 
tracts of homes, and I was considered a segment of that part of the 
community that would most likely be in the Republican Party. And 
you have to remember, too, at this time, this decision was made at the 
time when they were seriously considering whether to go all out into 
the Republican Party. 

Mr. Arens. What did you do in the Republican Party to further 
Communist aims? 

Mr. Prussion. Nothing. The party gave me no directives. I just 
registered Republican, never joined a Republican club. 

Mr. Arens. Could you give us an example of the ends achieved by 
the Communists through this type of infiltration ¢ 

Mr. Prussion. Yes, I can give you an example. This infiltration 
of this club, California Democratic Club of South Palo Alto, was 
not unique and peculiar to South Palo Alto. Perhaps I should ex- 
plain here that a movement began to set up local ‘Democratic Coun- 
cils,” as they are called, all over the State, in 1953, I believe, for the 
higher of activating the Democratic Party. The Communist Party 

as not only had its members join established Democratic Party clubs 
but has also moved into these councils and, through them, is setting 
up additional local clubs. Annually, delegates from some of the 
Democratic clubs and other official party bolties which have affiliated 
themselves with the California Democratic Council meet in a state- 
wide California Democratic Council convention. The council con- 
vention serves as the Communist’s statewide political transmission belt 
insofar as they have been able to capture or dominate these councils 
and also the selection of the clubs’ delegates to the convention. Hence 
it was that on February 12, 13, and 14, 1960, when the California 
Democratic clubs sent delegates to the annual convention of the Cali- 
fornia Democratic Council in Fresno, some of the resolutions that 
were passed were indeed a great victory for, and stimulant to the 
Communist conspiracy and its general strategy and tactics of prepar- 
ing the Nation through parliamentary methods for the forthcoming 
seizure of power by the Communist Party. 
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Mr. Arens. What were the resolutions? 

Mr. Prussion. One of the resolutions passed demanded that the 
United States disarm, even if negotiations to achieve world disarma- 
ment failed, and even 1f the Soviet Union does not disarm. 

Mr. Arens. Was that the only one? 

Mr. Prussion. No, there are many more. 

Include Red China in negotiations to halt nuclear tests. 

Mr. Arens. What is the Communist purpose in that resolution ? 

Mr. Prusston. It is the avowed purpose of the Communist Party to 
gradually and ultimately get the recognition of Communist China, 
and by including them in halting nuclear tests, this is a step in that 
direction. The recognition of Red China would indeed be a catas- 
trophe for the free world because Red China is morally wrong and 
something that is morally wrong can never be politically, economically 
right. 

Red China in its drive for power has killed hundreds of thousands 
of Christians. They are an atheistic regime and recognition of Red 
China would help perpetuate the tyrannical government that they have 
and would raise them in the esteem of the rest of Asia to the extent 
where they could, with little effort, take all of Asia into their orbit. 

Mr. Arens. Were any other resolutions adopted which coincided 
with Communist Party demands? 

Mr. Prusston. Yes. Abolish the House Committee on Un-Ameri- 
can Activities. One of the first and most important activities of the 
Communist Party to make it easier for them to do their revolutionary 
work is to abolish the Committee on Un-American Activities. Cer- 
tainly the abolition of the committee would be a staggering blow to 
the freedom-loving people of the world, because this would certainly 
facilitate to no end the activities of the Communist Party. 

The Communist Party, just prior to the recent hearing in San Fran- 
cisco, used every conceivable parliamentary method to stop the com- 
mittee hearing, such as petitions, telegrams, meetings, picketing, et 
cetera. 

This failed to stop the committee from appearing in San Francisco 
so the Communist Party, bent on its destruction, resorted to force and 
violence to attain that end. Based on my experience in the Com- 
munist Party I would say that this demonstration has all the earmarks 
of a Communist Party operation. 

This is an example of Leninism in action. Lenin states, and I 

might say that this is the heart of the Communist movement in the 
United States, and throughout the world: 
No parliament can in any circumstances be for Communists an arena of struggle 
for reforms. The only question can be that of utilizing bourgeoisie state insti- 
tutions for their destruction * * *. A Communist must be prepared to make 
every sacrifice and if necessary, even resort to all sorts of schemes and strate- 
gems, employ illegitimate methods, conceal the truth in order to get into social, 
political and economic organizations, stay there and conduct the revolutionary 
work within. (Vol. XXV p. 149, vol. XXVII p. 142, Collected Works.) 

Another resolution: Oppose all legislation which would inhibit the 
powers of the United States Supreme Court. The Communists are 
very anxious not to have any legislation which would inhibit the 
powers of the Supreme Court because, unfortunately, the Supreme 
Court in recent years has made decisions, usually by a 5-4 vote, that 
reversed many lower court rulings and facilitated the activities and 
perpetuation of the Communist Party. For this reason the Commu- 
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nists don’t want the lower courts to have the final say on these ques- 
tions and this is what would happen if Congress were to take from the 
Supreme Court some of the powers it now has. 

Mr. Arens. Are there any further resolutions you would like to 
mention ¢ 

Mr. Prusston. Request the President to review the Morton Sobell 
conviction “to secure ultimate justice (vindication).” This is an 
alarming resolution to be passed by the California Democratic clubs, 
because Morton Sobell has been tried and convicted of work of espion- 
age in the interest of the Soviet Union. 

Another resolution was to outlaw secret congressional committee 
hearings. 

Mr. Arens. How would this serve the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Prusston. This would definitely serve the Communist Party be- 
cause it would make top secret defense testimony public. And the 
Communist Party and therefore the Soviet Union could have all of 
our military information with no effort on their part whatsoever. 

Mr. Arens. Were any other resolutions passed which would be help- 
ful to the Communists ? 

Mr. Prusston. Abolish all “dis-loyalty” oaths—State and Federal. 

Mr. Arens. Inasmuch as it is generally recognized that the Com- 
munists won't hesitate to perjure themselves, why are the Communists 
so fearful of these oaths and why do they want them eliminated ? 

Mr. Prusston. Even though the Communists would perjure them- 
selves in taking a loyalty oath in order to get a job as a teacher or to 
work in a defense plant and so forth, they are fearful of a loyalty oath 
because if exposed, if their perjury is exposed, of course they face 
prosecution, jail sentences, and fines and they would like to eliminate 
that possibility. Therefore, the loyalty oaths are a must, both State 
and Federal, so that in the event the Communists are apprehended in 
disleval acts, they can be prosecuted. Without such laws there can 
be no prosecution. 

Repeal of the Landrum-Griffin labor reform bill of 1959. 

Mr. Arens. Why do the Communists desire this? 

Mr. Prusston. The Communist Party has always been opposed to the 
Landrum-Griffin law because they feel that any governmental regu- 
lation within the labor movement, anything that resembles control 
in the labor movement, would certainly impair their efforts to utilize 
the labor movement in their struggle to overthrow our Government by 
force and violence. 

Another resolution which, on the surface, does not appear to be very 
important but it is extremely important, and that is repeal the Rela- 
tives’ Responsibility Law. This resolution is very vital to the Commu- 
nist Party because if this resolution repealing that law were to pass, 
it would strike a blow at the stability of the American family. 

Mr. Arens. Why? 

Mr. Prusston. Let me explain what this resolution would do: For 
example. a son living with a widowed mother, if this law is repealed, 
could refuse to support his mother and force her to go on the welfare 
rolls for her subsistence. This, of course, strikes at the very root of 
Communist ultimate accomplishment, that of destroying the family. 
destroying the spirit and close bond within the family—the basis of 
the American Christian and Judaic way of life. 
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Establish local police review boards to hear complaints against po- 
lice methods. 

Mr. Arens. Why are the Communists promoting this type of legis- 
lation ¢ 

Mr. Prussion. The Communist Party is trying to promote this 
type of legislation because it would give them a method through which 
they could arouse public indignation against police department actions 
against the Communist Party, such as we have recently witnessed in 
the city of San Francisco at the hearings by the Committee on Un- 
American Activities. 

Another resolution is increase economic aid to underdeveloped na- 
tions and reduce military assistance abroad. 

Mr. Arens. Why do the Communists take this position ? 

Mr. Prusston. It is not wrong, of course, for the United States 
to help underdeveloped nations that are not within the Communist 
orbit, but to reduce military assistance to our allies in our fight 
against Soviet aggression would be certainly assisting the Soviet 
Union and the Communist Party of the United States in their drive 
to ultimately conquer the world. 

Mr. Arens. If the Communist aim is to weaken other nations for 
Soviet conquest, why do they recommend increased foreign aid to 
these nations, that is, economic aid ¢ 

Mr. Prussion. The economic aid that the Communists are princi- 
pally interested in is economic aid to those countries which princi- 
pally fall within the Soviet orbit or to those countries which they feel 
will shortly fall within the Soviet orbit. 

Mr. Arens. Do not the Communists believe that this aid will help 
strengthen these nations against Soviet take-over ? 

Mr. Prusston. I do not believe that they feel it would deter future 
Communist conquest. On the contrary, the Communists, the Soviet 
Union, believe that any development in these countries would greatly 
facilitate the economic recovery of such a country when the Soviet 
Union would take over power in these countries. Moreover, all 
Communists are for excessive U.S. spending abroad for two reasons: 
(1) It would hasten the weakening of our economic structure 
through increased indebtedness, and (2) they can hope to influence 
= spending of our dollars in many foreign countries for their own 
advantage. 

Mr. Arens. Are there more resolutions or is that the last one? 

Mr. Prusston. Another resolution is: Remold the United Nations 
into a world organization that can enact and interpret and enforce 
world law upon individuals and governments alike. 

This, of course, is the yearning of all Communist hearts of the Com- 
munist International, because it would be their purpose to control 
such a world government and the indications are at the present time, 
if such a world government were set up, it would be one that would 
be influenced to a major degree by the Soviet Union, and in this man- 
ner not only would the individuality of the American and the rights 
of the State and our whole Government be submissive to world court 
and world government decisions, but it would also hasten the seizure 
of power not only in the United States but everywhere in the world, 
because this is a strongly centralized form of government that can 
be controlled from the top very expeditiously, very readily. 
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Strip the Postmaster General of powers to halt the use of U.S. mails 
by the purveyors of pornographic materials. 

This, of course, the Communists would like, because they feel that 
by stopping pornographic films sent through the mail the Post Office 
Department could also stop the conspiracy propaganda that is sent 
through the mail by the Communist Party and the Communist Inter- 
national. 

These are all of the resolutions. 

(Document marked “Prussion Exhibit No. 2” and retained in 
committee files. ) 

Mr. Prussion. I might just make one comment on these resolutions. 
One could understand where the California Democratic Council could 
by chance be in favor of two, three, or four of the resolutions that the 
Communists are sponsoring, but the fact that the California Demo- 
cratic Council goes all out on all of the resolutions that the Commu- 
nists are in favor of would cast serious doubt on who controls the 
California Democratic Council. I indicated that through delegations 
such as were sent from the South Palo Alto Club, which had 14 
members of the Communist Party in it, that the Communist Party is 
a dynamic and influencing force in the California Democratic Council. 

Mr. Arens. On the basis of your contacts with them, would you 
say that these resolutions express the feelings and beliefs of the 
majority of the people who make up the grassroots of the Democratic 
Party of California? 

Mr. Pression. I would have no way of knowing. I just can say I 
believe that this certainly is not the expression and the opinion and 
feelings of the people who are Democrats, members and nonmembers 
of the Democratic Party, the people who vote Democratic and so forth. 

I think this is the expression of the Communist Party as expressed 
through the California Democratic Council in which they obviously 
have a great deal of influence, but it should not be interpreted as a 
program that the typical American Democrat sponsors. This is not 
a reflection on the Democratic Party at all. It is a reflection of the 
attempted influence of the Communist Party within the California 
Democratic Council which, of course, is not the Democratic Party. I 
am sure many patriotic California Democrats are sick at heart over 
this dominance of many clubs, through the Council, by agents of the 
Kremlin. 

Mr. Arens. Are you familiar with the People’s World? 

Mr. Prussion. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. This newspaper is generally recognized by people in- 
formed about communism as a Communist Party newspaper, the 
official voice of the Communist Party on the West Coast. 

People who publish and edit that paper, however, have always de- 
—s this isso. Do you have any information to give us on this 

in 

Mr. Prusston. It is true that the Communist Party consistently, 
and also the Daily People’s World consistently, denies that it is the 
official organ of the Communist Party on the West Coast. But I have 
with me here documentary evidence, a party document concerning a 
press conference of the Communist Party held on October 27 and 28, 
1956, in which the historic background of People’s World was taken 
up, and the way the Communist Party affects the paper. 
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As you read the entire account there can be no question in any- 
body’s mind, or there should not be any more, that the People’s World 
is the official organ of the Communist Party of California, both 
Northern and Southern Districts, and is totally controlled financially 
and editorially by the Communist Party. 

For example, when the situation for the Daily People’s World be- 
came acute financially back in June 1951, the Communist Party deter- 
mined to maintain the Daily People’s World under any cireum- 
stances—and I am quoting this party document: “because (1) The 
paper remained as the sole consistent medium for public expression 
of our views. (2) The paper represented a principal toehold on a 
legal status. (3) Abandonment of this position, under enemy attack, 
would have grave consequences on morale of party and movement. 
(4) The paper afforded a channel for exercising leadership when 
other ‘normal’ channels were disrupted or clogged because of the 
system of leadership established in party.” 

Mr. Arens. Could you clarify that last point you just read in which 
the paper was described as a channel of leadership. What did the 
Communists mean by that? 

Mr. Prussion. The paper afforded an excellent channel for exercis- 
ing leadership because the party at that time was working under- 
ground. Many party people resigned to hide their identity and 
carry on the revolutionary work, and the paper was the real medium 
through which leadership of the Communist Party could be main- 
rere 4 and continued under these adverse conditions for the Commu- 
nist Party. 

Mr. Arens. By leadership, do you mean the conveying of instruc- 
tions and so forth ? 

Mr. Prusston. I mean that the paper served as a means of inform- 
ing members, wherever they might be, as to what the party policy was 
during that particular period on different issues that the Cemnatinias 
Party was confronting. 

Mr. Arens. That is, whether or not these members were formally in 
the party and attending party meetings ¢ 

Mr. Prusston. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. May we have that document, Mr. Prussion, for our 
files and as an exhibit in this hearing? 

Mr. Prussion. Yes, certainly you may have it. 

(Document marked “Prussion Exhibit No. 3,” see App. ?. 2401.) 

Mr. Arens. What was the Communist Party viewpoint of Premier 
Khrushchev’s visit to the United States ? 

Mr. Prussion. The Communist Party, all members of the Commu- 


nist Party, had been carrying on a long campaign of coexistence and 
a long campaign to get Khrushchev to visit the United States. 


Now, in line with the Leninist theory of the Communist Party of 


accelerating the day when the prerequisites to revolution have been 


met, Khrushchev’s visit here played a great role toward that achieve- 


ment. 
All Communists knew that he came here for the four following 
reasons: 


One, to stimulate and to activate the Communist Party, not only in 
the United States but Communist Parties throughout the world, be- 


cause just by his visit here he had raised the prestige of the Commu- 
nist International everywhere, and he had given the Communist Party 
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of the United States more enthusiasm and more zeal for their future 
activities. He succeeded in this very well. 

The second reason for his coming here was to discourage the re- 
sistance of freedom loving people throughout the Soviet orbit and 
throughout the world because, certainly, cooperation between Khru- 
shchev and the United States would dampen the spirits of the people 
who had been fighting communism behind the Iron Curtain. The 
Communist Party succeeded in this to a great extent. 

The third reason why Khrushchev came here, and this is probably 
one of the most important reasons, was to, if possible, 6. nm up NATO. 
By coming here he aroused suspicion in the other members of NATO 
as to the relationship between the United States and the Soviet 
Union—and splitting up NATO would be a great accomplishment for 
the Communist International in its drive to attain one of the major 
prerequisites of world revolution. 

He was fairly successful in this. This was evidenced by the fact 
that President Eisenhower had to quickly go to France and England 
and consult with Maemillan and deGaulle in order to give them re- 
assurance and understanding, to prevent any question on their part as 
to the intentions of the United States. 

I might comment at this time that the reason why the Summit Con- 
ference did not continue, the reason why Khrushchev torpedoed the 
Summit Conference was not the U-2 incident, but the fact that he did 
not succeed in splitting NATO. Had he so succeeded, he would have 
proceeded with the Summit Conference and he would have come out 
on top of the conference. He is presently once again beginning a 
campaign of trying to split NATO. 

The fourth reason for his coming to the United States is also in 
line with the worldwide prerequisites for a revolution, because, if 
Khrushchev could establish strong economic relationship, trade, with 
the United States he would accelerate the collapse of the economic 
structure of the Western European countries, because they certainly 
could not compete in trade with the products put out by a country 
such as the Soviet Union which produces under a system of dictator- 
ship, where the respect for the individual is completely ignored. 

Any agreement with the Soviet Union saicanmadlig would, to a 
large degree, injure the economics of the Western countries. 

It is also known historically that any agreement that we make with 
the Soviet Union is not worth the paper it is written on and if—let 
us assume the United States has built up a strong economic and trade 
relationship with the Soviet Union—and at a time when the United 
States has more or less become dependent upon its trade with the 
Soviet Union the Soviet Union could, without any notice, pull the rug 
from under us, break off trade relationship with us, and put the 
United States in a precarious economic situation, 

Mr. Arens. Give us an example or two of how effective Communists 
are in achieving their objectives in organizations they infiltrate. 

Mr. Pression. To give you a small example, but yet an important 
example of how effective Communists are in infiltration: When I first 
became active in the Communist Party again, approximately in 1948, 
without any solicitation whatsoever I began to receive literature from 
dozens of Communist-front organizations and Communist-infiltrated 
organizations, so it is evident that it was possible for Communist 
Party members in these organizations to put me on their mailing list. 


| 

| 


COMMUNIST PARTY 


NORTHERN CALIFORNIA DISTRICT 2193 


However, as of August 12, 1959, when I broke with the Communist 
Party and so publicly stated, all mail, with no exception, from all 
organizations infiltrated by Communists and Communist-front organi- 
zations stopped, which showed me—and should show to America— 
that they had influence enough within these organizations to pull my 
name from the mailing list of all of these organizations. 

This is an important example of the influence of the Communist 
Party although it may seem minor, it does show the effectiveness of 
Communists everywhere. ‘This sudden stoppage of literature even 
had somewhat of an international aspect because I had been receiving 
the publications of the World Health Organization, which, of course, 
stopped with the rest of the publications that I had been receiving. 

Mr. Arens. On the basis of your experience, can you give us an ex- 
ample or two of the tactics the Communists are now using to influence 
and convert students to their cause ? 

Mr. Prussion. Yes. Students, of course, are a major concern of 
the Communist Party, and they make a special effort to recruit students 
into the conspiracy. 

One example of this is a situation up at Stanford University where 
there is an organization called Political Forum. This organization is 
a good, bona fide organization. I don’t believe it has any Communist 
control. They invite speakers of all description, from the extreme 
right to the extreme left. Just recently they had Archie Brown speak 
there, from the Communist Party. At one time they invited Albert 
Mickey Lima, the district organizer of the Communist Party. 

The way the Communists operate, they will send three or four 
Communists to such a meeting and these Communist Party members 
will take note of those students who ask questions of such a nature 
that the Communists feel that that particular student would be a 
good prospect for recruitment into the Communist Party. They be- 
friend such a student and will invite such a student down to a social 
study group in one of the homes of the Communists. 

A Communist who is very active in this sort of work is Elliott 
Wilson. Another man is Leonard Grumet. Most of the meetings 
in that area were held in the home of Leonard Grumet. Similiar 
meetings of students whom the Communists felt could be weaned and 
indoctrinated with communism were held at the home of Holland 
Roberts in Palo Alto. 

Mr. Arens. This is an aspect of Communist activity which I am 
sure never occurs to these people who think they are being demo- 
cratic and broadminded when they invite people, even Communists 
and fellow travelers, to address such groups. They are not aware that 
the Communists’ scheme is to take advantage of every possible opening 
given them. 
~ You also mentioned Parent-Teacher Associations. Could you tell us 
something about Communist activity in regard to these groups and 
the purpose of it ? 

Mr. Senaiben: Well, the Parent-Teacher Associations—I do not 


have too much information on it, because the Communist Party has its 
own parent-teacher association cell of which I was never a member. 
But I do recall that Doris Dawson—who I don’t believe was a member 
of the Parent-Teacher Association though she had association with the 
parent-teacher association cell—she came to a cell meeting and re- 
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ported that the resolution that the Communist Party was anxious to 
have the Parent-Teacher Association pass at its national convention 
would pass—and that resolution was the one to stop nuclear testing. 

So the Communists, of course, are active in the PTA, as evidenced 
by my testimony, the purpose being to try to pass resolutions at 
PTA meetings which are in the interest of the Communist conspiracy. 
But I also here want to point out that the PTA is obviously some- 
times inadvertently a victim of their deceit. Also, in working in 
the PTA they have the usual line of picking out certain members of 
the PTA who they feel might be susceptible to the line of the Com- 
munist Party, recruiting them into the Communist Party and also 
activating people into other Communist mass organizations. This 
line is generally the same throughout all of the activities of the Com- 
munist Party in all civic, political, and religious organizations. 

Mr. Arens. This, I believe, is a major concentration of the Com- 
munist Party today and has been for the last few years, isn’t that 
true—that they are to infiltrate and penetrate our grassroots, com- 
munity-level organizations? 

Mr. Prussion. Yes. This is in line with the Communist Party 
program of infiltration and carrying on the revolutionary work with- 
in these organizations. And the revolutionary work consists princi- 
pally of carrying out the Communist Party line as it pertains to certain 
situations that are taking place locally, nationally, and internation- 
ally. 

It was Lenin who said, and this is a hard and fast rule with all 
Communists, that there is no revolutionary theory without revolu- 
tionary practice. This is the basis upon which Communists work 
in mass organizations and this constitutes the revolutionary practice, 
to attain the final goal of overthrowing the Government by force 
and violence as per Lenin’s revolutionary theory. 

Mr. Arens. On the basis of your many years of experience in the 
Communist Party, both as a real member and as an undercover 
operative for the FBI, would you say, if an international situation of 
a critical nature developed and the Soviet Union ordered the Com- 
munists in this country to engage in sabotage, insurrection, and so 
forth, they would obey the order? 

Mr. Prussion. This is a must with a member of the Communist 
Party, in line with the teachings of Lenin. It is the duty of the 
Communist Party of the United States to come to the assistance of 
the Soviet Union whenever and wherever the Soviet Communist Party 
might need such assistance. It is also the duty of the Soviet Union to 
help the Communist Party within the United States in every wa 
possible when the Communist Party of the United States needs suc 
assistance. 

Mr. Arens. Are all Communists instructed along these lines? 

Mr. Prussion. The Communist Party member who has been a 
member of the Communist Party for a reasonable length of time, I 
would say, for approximately a year and a half to two years, is fully 
aware of this Leninist inner obedience that is peculiar to all Com- 
munists. I would like to quote from Lenin here: 


The victory of socialism is possible first in a few or even in one single capital- 
ist country taken separately. The victorious proletariat of that country having 
expropriated the capitalist and organized its own production would rise against 
the rest of the capitalist world, attract to itself the oppressed classes of other 
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countries, raise revolts among them against the capitalists and in the event of 
necessity come out even with armed force against the exploiting classes and 
their states. (P.156, Lenin and Zinoviev, Against the Stream.) 

The entire program of the Communist Party is geared to the inter- 
ests of the Soviet Union and it is historically a fact that the Com- 
munist Party of the United States has turned somersaults as requestea 
by the Soviet Union on all issues that the Soviet Union felt were 
paramount in the interest of the Soviet Union. 

The Soviet Union is the symbol of the strength and the might of 
the Communist parties of all countries in the world, including, of 
course, the United States. 

Mr. Arens. The Soviet Union says today that it wants peace and 
the Communist Party of the United States says the same thing. Do 
they really want peace? 

Mr. Prusston. The Soviet Union is carrying out a campaign of 
fraudulent peace and the same campaign, of course, is being carried 
out by the Communist Party of the United States. 

The only peace that the Communist Party and the Communist In- 
ternational want is the “peace” that can come only through Commu- 
nist triumph all over the world, and any period in which the Com- 
munist parties are carrying out a “peaceful” program is only a period 
in which there is a respite in the wars that the Communist Interna- 
tional is continuing and expects to culminate in the Soviet domination 
of the world. 

Here I would like to quote Lenin again, and this quote from Lenin 
is very elementary: 

We are living not only in a state but in a system of states and the existence 
of the Soviet Union side by side with the United States for a long time is un- 
thinkable. One or the other must triumph in the end and before that end 
comes a series of frightful clashes between the Soviet Union and the United 
States is inevitable. (Vol. XVI, p. 102, Collected Works.) 

I have already quoted Dimitri Manuilsky on coexistence. 

See pp. 2052, 2053. 

The Communist Party, of course, today and at all times insists that 
it is the political party of the United States, that it is the party of 
Thomas Jefferson, Abraham Lincoln, George Washington, but the 
attempt on the part of the Communist Party to validate its existence 
is only an expediency for Communists to carry on their revolutionary 
work within the United States. 

Mr. Arens. What arrangement is the Communist Party using to- 
day for the holding of meetings? We know that a dozen or so years 
ago, before the top leaders of the party were indicted under the 
Smith Act, you could walk down the street in a major city of this 
country and you would see a building which had a sign out in front, 
such and such Communist Party Club. All these were broken up 
and the party went underground and adopted other methods of con- 
cealment in 1948 or so. Could you tell us just what the party was 
doing when you left it? 

Mr. Prusston. The Communist Party had very secretive meetings, 
meetings were never held at the same place, meetings were always held 
in different homes, different locations. 

I recall several instances where Communist Party meetings were 
held in parks, one such meeting was held in Flood Park, in Menlo 
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Park, Calif. Another such meeting was held in Rinconada Park in 
Palo Alto. 

Mr. Arens. About how many people were in attendance at these 
meetings 

Mr. Pression. Ten or 12 in each of these two instances. 

Mr. Arens. Were they held during the day or the night? 

Mr. Prusston. One of these meetings was held during the day, the 
other meeting that I referred to was held in the evening. 

Mr. Arens. Did these people give the appearance of simply being 
picnickers or some such thing as that ? 

Mr. Prusston. That is correct, sitting around a table and talking, 
away from any people who might be in the area. The subject of meet- 
ings is a very important one because public buildings are very, very 
often used by the Communist Party and by Communist-front organi- 
zations. For example, one of the most used public buildings for meet- 
ings of the Communist Party and meetings of front organizations 
that were initiated by the Communist Party, was the City Hall in 
Sunnyvale, Calif. The meetings were held in the banquet room of 
the City Hall and were usually the type that could raise money for the 
various purposes that the Communist Party was conducting a cam- 
paign on. 

For example, in that particular hall I recall three outright meet- 
ings of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Arens. Were they held in the name of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Prusston. These were held not publicly in the name of the 
Communist Party but were Communist Party meetings. Two such 
meetings were to discuss, principally to discuss the circulation of the 
People’s World, how to raise money for the People’s World. Another 
such meeting was held during the strike at the Westinghouse Electric 
Corp. plant. The Communist Party members were called together 
to see what they could do to help win that particular strike. The 
leader of that strike was a member of the Communist Party, one 
Joe Houseman. He attended this meeting that I am talking about. 

Other meetings called at this particular place involved all party 
members and also other people who were invited to these meetings 
though they were not open to the general public. When Holland 
Roberts, for example, returned from one of his numerous trips to the 
Soviet Union such a meeting was held so that he could lecture to the 
Communist Party members and very close adherents of the Commu- 
nist Party on the “glorious situation in the Soviet Union.” 

Mr. Arens. What device did the party use for obtaining this public 
facility for meetings of a party cell or group ? 

Mr. Prusston. Usually these meetings were held by having individ- 
uals rent the banquet room at Sunnyvale, I think it was for $3. It 
would be such a person as Elizabeth Nicholas, who was the section 
organizer of the Communist Party. In one instance it was Don Clark. 
I don’t recall the others who may have rented that particular location. 
But it is excellent for Communist Party purposes, because it is in the 
basement of the City Hall, has one entrance and is locked off from 
wnybody who might intrude. Many dignitaries of the Communist 
Party had spoken at many meetings in the Sunnyvale City Hall, such 
us George Morris, Holland Roberts, Herbert Aptheker, and of course 
section organizers such as Elizabeth Nicholas spoke there, Joe House- 
man spoke there, he was business agent of the United Electrical 
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Workers Union in the area. Banquets were held there to raise money 
for Sidney Rogers, a radio commentator who expounded the cause of 
the Communist Party at all times. 

The significant thing is that it is not only the City Hall in Sunny- 
vale that was used for such meetings, but similar meetings are held in 
public buildings in Palo Alto, for example, the Community Center, the 
South Palo Alto Library has been used. Even a room in the Civic 
Auditorium in San Jose has been used. ; 

I want to point out that some of these meetings are called in the 
name of a front organization such as the Palo Alto Peace Club, but the 
actual meeting itself was started and directed by the Communist Party 
cell in this organization. 

The schools are not available to Communist Party meetings or or- 
ganizations that have been declared subversive. But the Communists 
laugh about this because they don’t have to go to the public schools 
when they have access to other public buildings. 

As a matter of fact, the Communists have a sense of humor and even 
their sense of humor has aclassangle. When they refer tothe Sunny- 
vale banquet room in the City Hall of Sunnyvale, they cal] it Smolny 
Institute No. 1 and they call the community building in Palo Alto 
Smolny Institute No. 2. Smolny Institute was the Moscow head- 
quarters of the Bolshevik Party during, prior to, and after the Russian 
revolution and I think to this day is being used as an educational 
center for the Communist International. 

Mr. Arens. Mr. Prussion, it is my understanding that under Cali- 
fornia law anyone filing candidacy for election to public office must 
sign a statement to the effect that he is not a member of any subversive 
organization. Do you know of any persons known to you as Commu- 
nist Party members who have filed and signed this oath ¢ 

Mr. Prusston. Yes; I do know such people. 

The people I had in mind who ran for public office are Isobel 
Cerney, who ran for Congress on the Independent Progressive Party 
ticket 

Mr. Arens. When did she run for Congress, what year? 

Mr. Prussion. I think it was 1954, although I am not sure that 
was the year. Iam pretty sure. 

Mr. Arens. Has she run since that time? 

Mr. Prusston. No. I think the law was in effect in 1948. The 
other candidate is Holland Roberts, who ran for superintendent of 
schools and received pretty close to a half million votes in California. 
Holland Roberts, an intellectual, is a foremost Communist lecturer and 
instructor on Leninism, prerequisites to the revolution, et cetera. 

Mr. Arens. What year was that / 

Mr. Prusston. This was in 1958. The other candidate is Al Isak- 
sen, who ran for the assembly in the 28th District and came pretty 
close to winning the election. These are three people who in filing 
ag for office took the oath and perjured themselves when they did 
this. 

Another case is that of Michael Shapovalov, who had a book * pub- 
lished and it is being used in the public schools of San Mateo County 
at the present time. I don’t know whether he had to take a loyalty 


1Investigation by the committee reveals that book is entitled Soviet Union published 
by the Fideler Publishing Co., Grand Rapids, Mich., 1958. 
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oath when his book was contracted for by the Board of Education 
but if he did take such an oath he, too, perjured himself because he 
isa member of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Arens. His book is being used as a textbook in public schools? 

Mr. Prussion. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Have you read this book? 

Mr. Prusston. No, I have not read this book. 

Mr. Arens. Have you heard the book discussed in Communist 
Party circles? 

Mr. Prussion. Only to the degree that it was another bit of humor 
within the Communist Party circles that Shapovalov, who was a very 
close friend of Lenin, has published a book and this book is being 
used in the public school system in California. 

Mr. Arens. Do the Communists get a great kick out of this? 

Mr. Prussion. They get a big bang out of this, yes. 

Mr. Arens. Is it conceivable to you that a Communist, one of many 
years’ standing, would write a book with the hope that it would be 
used as a textbook in the schools, and that he would not work the 
ns a Party line or certain Communist Party doctrines into its 
text 

Mr. Prusston. I have not read the book but I think somewhere 
along the line he tried to inject some materialistic thought other than 
that characteristic of the American heritage and ideals. 

Mr. Arens. What is the subject of this textbook ? 

Mr. Prussion. I think, although I am not sure, it is a civics book. 
I think we should find out more about the book but regardless, even 
if the book does not have anything in it, our Government should 
not a support an avowed Communist of the type Mr. Shapovalov is 
when they can get good American citizens who can write better or 
equally as well on the same subject. 

Mr. Arens. Will you tell us, Mr. Prussion, whether or not, along 
with their infiltration of parent-teacher associations, political groups, 
civic organizations and so forth, the Communist Party is also carrying 
out infiltration of religious organizations ¢ 

Mr. Prusston. The Communist Party, although its function is in 
political, economic, and civic organizations, realizes that the churcli 
and that religion, affect the thinking of every American citizen in 
every field of life, so the Communist Party has always engaged in a 
campaign of influencing and infiltrating church groups, and in that 
way they can have better results in working with American citizens in 
various organizations. 

I would like to cite an example of that, a very important and 
serious one. 

The Palo Alto Peace Club, which was formed in 1949 and was part 
of the World Peace Congress set up by Joseph Stalin, was declared 
subversive by the Attorney General's office. 

Mr. Arens. That is the U.S. Attorney General f 

Mr. Prusston. Yes. When the organization was declared subver- 
sive, the Communist Party in the area had a hurried meeting in which 
they decided to drop the membership aspect of that organization and 
to continue an executive board which consisted of all Communist Party 
members, so that it could cal] meetings whenever a situation so re- 
quired and so that its publication, Flashlight, would be continued. 
Flashlight is being continued to this day. 
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Mr. Arens. Was the purpose of discontinuing formal membership 
a security measure 

Mr. Prussion. Yes, because this was during the Smith Act prosecu- 
tions and the Communist Party was fearful of prosecution of those 
people who were members of the Palo Alto Peace Club. The Palo 
Alto Peace Club, out of a total membership of 64 in my last count, 
about 40 or 45 were members of the Communist Party and all other 
members were members of different front organizations or people 
who were very close to the Communist Party. 

Ata meeting held in the home of Valeda ae on Middlefield Road 
in Palo Alto, the Communist Party decided that in view of the fact 
that the Quakers, the Friends Service Committee, had proven to be 
an excellent field for infiltration by a few party members, they decided 
to carry on the Communist Party line “peace” work—peace in 
quotes—through the Quaker organization. 

At a meeting called by the Committee to End Nuclear Testing of the 
American Friends Service Committee (Quakers), of a delegated body 
of approximately 40 attending, 15 by count were members of the 
Communist Party. 

Mr. Arens. Approximately when did this meeting take place? 

% Prussion. The meeting took place some time in J aly, ? believe, 
1957. 

The Communist Party members at this meeting were the most 
articulate and volunteered and accepted appointments for the spade 
work necessary for a program of activity resulting in an encampment 
Monday through Saturday in Livermore, Calif., daily picketing of the 
AEC Radiation Laboratory at Livermore, a walk for peace in Liver- 
more from their camping grounds to the AEC laboratories, and a 
motorcade to Livermore and house-to-house visiting of people in 
Livermore, and a final meeting at Foresters Hall in Livermore. 

Mr. Arens. From the Communist viewpoint, would the United 
States’ halting of nuclear weapons tests and the abolition of the uses 
of nuclear weapons promote war or peace ? 

Mr. Prussion. You have to remember that the Communist Lenin- 
ists’ theory is that war is perpetual, continuous, it is universal, and it is 
not limited to missiles and atomic bombs and so forth, that it involves 
every facet of human life, and this is what they commonly call the class 
struggle that goes on at all times, which will culminate, they believe, 
in a revolution in the United States. 

The Communist drive for the abolishing of atomic weapons was 
started at a time when the Soviet Union did not have atomic bombs and 
the United States did. And it would have been to their advantage 
at that time to abolish atomic bombs. 

Mr. Arens. They are continuing that drive today. Why? 

Mr. Prussion. Because the Communist International is so thor- 
oughly imbued and resolved with the possibilities of overthrowin 
the various governments all over the world through insurrection an 
force and violence that they feel that there is no need for the use of 
atomic bombs. 

As a matter of fact, I feel that the atomic bomb situation, the hydro- 
gen bomb situation, has balanced itself off between the free world 
and the world behind the Iron Curtain and it is no longer a world 
factor in what the Communists call future struggles between the 
United States and the Soviet Union. 
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This is one of the reasons why Khrushchev talks about burying us 
and one of the reasons why Khrushchev is so confident that we will 
see a Soviet form of government in the not too far distant future in 
the United States. 

Mr. Arens. In other words, from the Communist viewpoint, if they 
succeed in this campaign of eliminating all atomic weapons, supposing 
it were actually to agree to it—for the Soviet Union it would merely 
be giving up a weapon which it feels it won’t need to accomplish its 
ultimate aim, but the United States, on the other hand, would be giving 
up a weapon which at some time might be vital to its own defense—— 

Mr. Prussion. That is essentially correct. 

Mr. Arens. Against Soviet Union aggression ? 

Mr. Prusston. That is essentially correct. Of course the question 
of the atomic bomb and the hydrogen bomb, although it is very serious 
and very critical, J believe is not the major problem that is confront- 
ing the United States and other free countries. The problem is one of 
subversive activities within these countries through which Khrushchev 
expects to win the rest of the world. Cuba is an excellent example of 
the almost perfect manner in which the Leninist line was carried out to 
the point where Cuba today, after its successful uprising led by the 
Communist Party, is now preparing for the outright establishment of 
the dictatorship of the proletariat, which, according to Lenin, will 
follow colonial uprising whether in Cuba or any other country, Cuba 
today, I believe, will become the pivot point for the activities of the 
Communist conspiracy in the Western Hemisphere. 

Mr. Arens. When you were in the Communist Party, did the cell to 
which you belonged receive any instruction concerning the Cuban 
situation and Castro’s armed rebellion against the Batista regime ? 

_Mr, Prusston. Yes. There were very many discussions and educa- 
tional programs surrounding the Cuban situation, and the Communist 
Party members at all times accepted Castro as a comrade and stories 
were circulated, and probably true stories, that Castro’s brother had 
gone to the Lenin School in Moscow and that Castro himself was 
slated to go to the Lenin School, but he turned the offer down because 
he was so busy carrying out his revolutionary work in Cuba. 

This was a type of conversation that was prevalent in the cells where 
I attended meetings during that period. 

There was no question in my mind at all, there should not be in any 
American citizen’s mind any more, as to where Castro stands. 

In Leninism, Lenin calls for, just as Khrushchev did when he spoke 
before the Security Council of the United Nations here in the United 
States, the revolt of the oppressed people in the colonial countries. In 
revolts of such types as described by Lenin, the Communist Party 
takes a leading part in these revolts and, if and when these revolts 
are successful, in which the colonies drive out their oppressors, so- 
called, the Communist Party is sufficiently entrenched oad has enough 
support to transform, at some future date, this colonial uprising into 
an uprising for the establishment of the Soviet form of government. 

This is why, of course, the Communists are active in this field, in 
Africa, South America and in Asia. The Communist Party always 
has in mind the ultimate establishment of a Communist dictator- 
ship, even though they participate in these colonial uprisings which 
sometimes, and almost at all times, get the support of democratic and 
free nations all over the world. 
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Mr. Arens. Mr. Prussion, you were discussing Communist infiltra- 
tion of religious organizations when we got off on the subject of atomic 
testing. 

Mr. Prussion. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Did you have anything further you wanted to say on the 
incident you were discussing at that time? 

Mr. Prusston. I would just like to say that the Communist Party, 
of course, instigated, planned, and directed all of these activities which 
on the surface would appear to be directed by the Quaker organiza- 
tion. This is typical of the deceitful manner in which Communists 
infiltrate and direct operations of a church organization. 

For example, I have here with me a note from one of the Com- 
munist Party members concerning this meeting. 

Mr. Arens. What does the note say ? 

Mr. Prussion. It says: 

Sorry that you have to look up phone numbers. The people you phone should 
be receiving fact sheet late this week which will give them detailed information 
on Livermore activities and motorcade. Your call is to alert them to the activity 


that is going on, inform them that it looks like it will be a rousing success, and 
invite and urge them to participate. If you want more information call Roy 
Kepler at Whitehaven 8-1585 (home) and DA 44521 (store). Please return 


list of names in enclosed envelope to Mrs. Jean Miller, 8145 David, Palo Alto. 

This referred to a list of names given to me by Mary Wilson who 
was a member of the Communist Party. 

(Document marked “Prussion Exhibit No. 4,” and retained in 
committee files.) 

Mr. Arens. Was the man you were to call, who is mentioned in that 
note, a member of the Communist Party 4 

Mr. Prusston. No, Roy Kepler is not a member of the Communist 
Party to my knowledge, but he was chairman of this meeting which 
15 Communist Party members attended, and Mr. Kepler owns a book- 
store in which, for example, Frank Wilkinson held a meeting against 
the Committee on Un-American Activities prior to the committee’s 
arrival. And Roy Kepler’s bookstore, of course, is a gathering point, 
meeting point for Communists and left-wing people. I, in no way, 
mean to infer that Roy Kepler is a member of the Communist Party. 
He certainly has been cooperating with them, inadvertently or ad- 
vertently, I don’t know. He isan active Quaker. 

Mr. Arens. Were the people you were to call about this meeting 
Communists or was it a broader list ? 

Mr. Prusston. Most of the people to be called were non-Commu- 
nists. For example, members of the Unitarian Church, the member- 
ship list of the Unitarian Church obtained by a Communist within the 
Unitarian Church was used. The people who had signed. 

Mr. Arens. Do you know the person who obtained this list? 

Mr. Prussion. Yes. Valeda Bryant, in whose home many Com- 
munist Party meetings had been held. 

Mr. Arens. Was this meeting, these demonstrations and so forth, a 
rousing success, as you were told to tell people it would be? 

Mr. Prussston. It did turn out to be a successful meeting. 

Another means of names obtained for calling up and sending 
literature to for these demonstrations were obtained from the list of 
people who signed the Stockholm Peace Petition which had been 
circulated a year or so prior. 
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Mr. Arens. The Communist Party kept names on a list such as 
that and made future use of them? 

Mr. Prussion. That is correct. As a matter of fact the millions of 
signatures that were obtained became the property of the Communist 
Party. The local Communist Party where these ‘gen were circu- 
lated used those names, copied them off before the petition was sent 
away to a post office box to which the petitions were mailed. t 

Mr. Arens. On the basis of your experience in the Communist 
movement over a considerable period of years in this country, what 
would you say are the major weaknesses of the American public in 
regard to the operations of the Communist Party ? 

{r. Prusston. I think the Communist Party, especially through 
their peace campaign and their campaigns of peaceful coexistence, 
have had a major success in creating a public apathy and indifference 
to the menace of the Communist conspiracy. This apathy should 
be changed to an acute awareness by our citizenry of this danger and 
this awareness should express itself in such a manner that there will 
be proper legislation passed that would facilitate the containment and 
the ultimate destruction of this conspiracy. Appeasement of the 
Soviet Union on their “peaceful coexistence offensive” today can only 
mean the complete capitulation of the American way of life to 
Leninist materialism and dictatorship tomorrow. 

Mr. Arens. What are some of the oie: measures that you be- 
lieve are necessary ? 

Mr. Prusston. First, I think that it is vitally important that we 
have legislation that will make it possible for cooperation between our 
executive, judicial, and legislative branches of government in the fight 
against subversion. Valuable material gathered by the executive 
branch of government is not available to the Committee on Un-Ameri- 
ean Activities, for example. This information would assist the com- 
mittee in securing evidence and also in writing effective legislation to 
counter the Communists’ offensive. 

Two, I believe in the continuation and the strengthening of the 
enforcement of the Walter-McCarran Immigration Act so that such 
agents as Bill Gebert and others cannot have access to our country for 
the spreading of their subversive Soviet propaganda and agitation. 

Three, we should have passport legislation to make it impossible for 
active Communists such as Holland Roberts, Harvey Richards, and 
others to be able to travel freely behind the Iron Curtain and back to 
the United States and in this manner serve the Soviet cause. 

Four, I believe the Smith Act should be strengthened and written 
in such a manner that the Supreme Court could not come up with 
adverse decisions as they pertain to the Smith Act. 

Five, I think the loyalty oath should be strengthened so that the 
wording “a member of an organization which advocates the over- 
throw of the Government by force and violence” should be changed to 
“Communist Party.” 

In the State of California I think the Dilworth Act should be en- 
forced and strengthened and the machinery should be set up in this 
State so that credentials can be revoked of any State employee who 
refuses to cooperate. 

Mr. Arens. Do you think that such legislative recommendations as 
you have just made will be sufficient to close the gap in our defenses? 
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Mr. Prusston. No, I don’t believe that it is sufficient. I believe that 
public apathy and indifference can be changed so that the public be- 
comes alighted through a broad and intensive educational program 
on the subject, and I also believe that it is the job of free Americans 
and free enterprise everywhere to organize in an orderly democratic 
fashion in the fight against communism wherever it appears in any 
form. 

Mr. Arens. You testified in San Francisco that party members gen- 
erally could learn the identity only of persons in the same cell they 
were in, but that section meetings were held at which you met members 
from other cells. 

How often were these section meetings held, as a rule? 

Mr. Prussion. About every 6 months. 

Mr. Arens. Roughly, how many people attended? Would there 
be a delegate from every cell, or what ? 

Mr. Prusston. There would be one delegate for every 20 members. 

Mr. Arens. For every 20 members—— 

Mr. Prusston. In the cell; 20 members or under, in other words. 

Mr. Arens. The cells today, then, some of them, are as large as 20 
members ? 

Mr. Prussion. Today they are. 

Mr. Arens. Or even larger ? 

Mr. Prusston. Yes. Through these section committee meetings I 
have gotten to know Morris Graham, Albert Bob Lindsay, Mrs. Albert 
Bob Lindsay, Francis Fink, Dave Volberg, Mrs. Dave Volberg, and Joe 
Irving as Communist Party members. 

Mr. Arens. Could you tell us ‘nugget of the role of these people 
in the perry What type activity or cell they were members of. 

Mr. Prussion. These people who were members of other cells were 
usually the cell organizers. They are usually delegates to the section 
committee, and all of these people at section meetings—there were 
usually about 30 present—were articulate, strong leaders within the 
Communist Party apparatus. 

Mr. Arens. Were you able to determine what type work they did 
in their own cell or what type cell they were in, or were you limited 
in your knowledge to the mere fact that they represented other cells 
in these section gatherings? 

Mr. Prusston. I determined the concentration cell work of some 
of these members, like Dave Volberg, who headed the cell at the 
Ford Motor Co. in Milpitas. I also learned that Albert Bob Lindsay 
was active in the cell of the Lithographers Union. 

Mr. Arens. In what city ? 

Mr. Prusston. San Jose. 

And that Joe Irving was active in the Carpenters Union. 

Mr. Arens. In what area, or city or town, was that ? 

Mr. Prusston. The San Jose area. 

Mr. Arens. Had you ever met any of these people in places other 
than at these section meetings? 

Mr. Prusston. At party functions that were not closed party func- 
tions. In other words, people on the fringe, people who were fellow 
travelers would attend such affairs, principally to raise money. All 
of these people would be present at such functions. 
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Mr. Arens. Mr. Prussion, do you believe that the Communist 
Party should be outlawed ? 

Mr. Prusston. I am definitely of such a belief because the Com- 
munist Party is not a political party. It is a conspiracy which owes 
its allegiance first to the Soviet Union and is dedicated to the over- 
throw of our Government by force and violence and the establish- 
ment of a dictatorship. I know that during the period of the Smith 
Act prosecutions, when the party was suddenly driven underground, 
that the Communist Party was at its lowest ebb and organizationally 
and productively was in a very poor, sad condition. I feel that out- 
lawing the Communist Party would greatly deter, or possibly even 
destroy, the Communist Party in its drive to sovietize America. 

Mr. Arens. I gather you feel that the Communist Party has 
regained a lot of ground since that period ? 

Mr. Prusston. Yes. 

Mr. Arens. Since the early 1950’s, when it was in such a low state, 
what do you believe have been the major reasons for this? 

Mr. Prusston. The major reasons have been some of the decisions 
of the Supreme Court as they pertain to certain individuals who 
came under the Smith Act and the Internal Security Act, and I also 
strongly feel that the visit and reception given Khrushchev in the 
United States was a tremendous factor in stimulating and causing the 
rire ual period of the Communist Party that we are experienc- 
ing today. 

i Sass Mr. Chairman, I respectfully suggest that will conclude 
the staff interrogation of this witness. 

Mr. Wiuuis.1 want to thank you, Mr. Prussion, for coming to 
Washington to appear before the committee again. 

I know that the information you have given us today will be 
extremely valuable, not only to its members in carrying out their legis- 
lative functions, but also to the American people in helping shake 
them out of the apathy you have referred to and in warning them about 
some of the tactics the Communists are now using in this country in 
their efforts to destroy the freedom and the Government of the Ameri- 
can 

(Present: Representatives Willis and Johansen.) 


(Whereupon, at 12:30 p.m., Friday, June 10, 1960, the hearing 
adjourned.) 
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Pusiic Law 601, 79TH CoNnGREss 


The legislation under which the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities operates is Public Law 601, 79th Congress [1946]; 60 Stat. 
812, which provides: 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of 
America in Congress assembled, * * * 


PART 2—RULES OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


X 
SEC. 121. STANDING COMMITTEES 
17. Committee on Un-American Activities, to consist of nine Members. 
Rute XI 


POWERS AND DUTIES OF COMMITTEES 
* * * * * 


(q (1) Committee on Un-American Activities. 

(A) Un-American activities. 

(2) The Committee on Un-American Activities, as a whole or by subcom- 
mittee, is authorized to make from time to time investigations of (i) the extent, 
character, and objects of un-American propaganda activities in the United States, 
(ii) the diffusion within the United States of subversive and un-American propa- 
ganda that is instigated from foreign countries or of a domestic origin and attacks 
the principle of the form of government as guaranteed by our Constitution, and 
(iii) all other — in relation thereto that would aid Congress in any necessary 
remedial legislation. 

The Committee on Un-American Activities shall report to the House (or to the 
Clerk of the House if the House is not in session) the results of any such investi- 
gation, together with such recommendations as it deems advisable. 

For the purpose of any such investigation, the Committee on Un-American 
Activities, or any subcommittee thereof, is authorized to sit and act at such 
times and places within the United States, whether or not the House is sitting, 
has recessed, or has adjourned, to hold such hearings, to require the attendance 
of such witnesses and the production of such books, papers, and documents, and 
to take such testimony, as it deems necessary. Subpenas may be issued under 
the signature of the chairman of the committee or any subcommittee, or by any 
member designated by any such chairman, and may be served by any person 
designated by any such chairman or member. 


Rozz XII 
LEGISLATIVE OVERSIGHT BY STANDING COMMITTEES 


Sec. 136. To assist the Congress in appraising the administration of the laws 
and in developing such amendments or related legislation as it may deem neces- 
aa each standing committee of the Senate and the House of Representatives 
shall exercise continuous watchfulness of the execution by the administrative 
agencies concerned of any laws, the subject matter of which is within the juris- 
diction of such committee; and, for that purpose, shall study all pertinent reports 
and data submitted to the Congress by the agencies in the executive branch of 
the Government. 
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RULES ADOPTED BY THE 86TH CONGRESS 


House Resolution 7, January 7, 1959 


Ruiz X 
STANDING COMMITTEES 
1. There shall be elected by the House, at the commencement of each Congress, 


(a) Committee on ie iain to consist of nine Members. 
Ruiz XI 
POWERS AND DUTIES OF COMMITTEES 


18. Committee on Un-American Activities. 

(a) Un-American activities. 

(b) The Committee on Un-American Activities, as a whole or by subcom- 
mittee, is authorized to make from time to time investigations of (1) the extent, 
character, and objects of un-American propaganda activities in the United States, 
(2) the diffusion within the United States of subversive and un-American propa- 
ganda that is instigated from foreign countries or of a domestic origin and attacks 
the principle of the form of government as guaranteed by our Constitution, and 
(3) all other questions in relation thereto that would aid Congress in any necessary 
remedial legislation. 

The Committee on Un-American Activities shall report to the House (or to the 
Clerk of the House if the House is not in session) the results of any such investi- 
gation, together with such recommendations as it deems advisable. 

For the purpose of any such investigation, the Committee on Un-American 
Activities, or any subcommittee thereof, is authorized to sit and act at such 
times and places within the United States, whether or not the House is sitting, 
has recessed, or has adjourned, to hold such hearings, to require the attendance 
of such witnesses and the production of such books, papers, and documents, and 
to take such testimony, as it deems necessary. Subpenas may be issued under 
the signature of the chairman of the committee or any subcommittee, or by any 
member designated by any such chairman, and may be served by any person 
designated by any such chairman or member. 

” * * * * * * 


26. To assist the House in appraising the administration of the laws and in 
developing such amendments or related legislation as it may deem necessary, 
each standing committee of the House shall exercise continuous watchfulness of 
the execution by the administrative agencies concerned of any laws, the subject 
matter of which is within the jurisdiction of such committee; and, for that pur- 
pose, shall study all pertinent reports and data submitted to the House by the 
agencies in the executive branch of the Government. 
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COMMITTEE EXHIBIT NO, 1 


LET US SET OUR SIGHTS TO THE FUTURE 
By: Gus Hall 


(Keynote speech to the 17th National Convention, Communist Party 
of the U.S.A., December 10, 1959.) 


I. A NEW ERA IN THE FIGHT FOR PEACE 


These are turbulent times. We are living in a period when events move with 
great speed--when decades are at times telescoped into weeks. Nor is the turbulence 
merely on the surface of things. The movement of events today is profoundly reshap- 
ing the world. It is basically altering the relationship of forces and is creating 
a constant succession of new, unprecedei:ted situations. And the pace of these 
changes grows faster as time goes on. 


It is in the midst of these developments that our 17th Convention meets. 
During the next four days we will undertake, dispassionately and realistically, to 
appraise the state of affairs in the world and in our own country, and to chart our 
course for the momentous period which lies ahead of us. This is a difficult task, 
but it is also an exciting and enthusing task--and a rewarding one. 


The scope and speed of events is dramatized with special force by the con- 
trast between the atmosphere, surrounding circumstances and outlook of this con- 
vention and the corresponding features of the 16th Convention. That convention took 
place in the midst of confusion and bewilderment resulting from the revelations of 
the 20th Congress of the CPSU concerning the weaknesses and mistakes of the Stalin 
era. It took place amid the disorientation and questioning created by the Polish 
and Hungarian revolts. 


That was a period when world tensions were on the upgrade, and when the 
Dulles policies of "brinkmanship" and "massive retaliation” were in the ascendency. 
It was the period of the Suez invasion. 


It was a time when the Party was in the depths of a crisis in which its very 
life or death was a subject of intense debate. It was a time of the gathering of 
the right opportunist and liquidationist forces for their assault on the Party, an 
assault reflecting the world-wide revisionist swing which developed under the 
pressures of bourgeois ideology and as a reaction to the "left" a dogmatic 
practices of the past. 


Finally, the convention took place when the Party was just emerging from the 
disruption created by the attacks on it under the Smith Act and other repressive 
measures of the period when McCarthyism was at its heights. 


Looking back on the situation of those days, it must be said that the 16th 
Convention, in spite of all its weaknesses, was a positive achievement. 


That convention had before it two central problems: 1) Whether or not there 
was a place for a Communist Party in the U.S., and; 2) whether such a Party, under 
American conditions, could be a Marxist-Leninist Party. Despite the difficulties of 
that period, the struggle and the resolutions gave affirmative answers to those 
questions and laid the basis for the re-consolidation of our Party. Those struggles 
were neccessary, and they prepared the Party to meet today's tasks. 


4s is true in all phenomena, the elements of change--of the new--were then 
already discernable. The McCarthyite hysteria had already begun to subside. The 
Supreme Court decision had opened the doors to a new stage of the school desegregation 
fight. The peace movement was beginning to move forward, with the development of the 
campaign against nuclear tests. And the painful reexamination and correction of the 
20th Congress contined within themselves the seeds of a new clarity and cleansing, and 
of a new upsurge of the world Marxist-Leninist movement. All these developments, 
however, were then present in embryo or in their initial stages. 


How radically and unalterably different are the circumstances in which our 
17th Convention meets! Our Party enters this convention victorious over the elements 


2205 


929()§ COMMUNIST PARTY—NORTHERN CALIFORNIA DISTRICT 


of liquidationism and revisionism, and having in the main eradicated their twin 
evils--"Left" sectarianism and dogmatism. 


This is a convention which ends all holding operations and set our sights 
to the future. It is a convention of advance, of progress. This is the first con- 
vention to take place in the era when the socialist forces of the world have 
attained dominance, and when the world peace forces, for the first time in history, 
are the most powerful voice and movement on the world scene. This convention is 
being held at a time when the portals of opportunity have been opened to a new era 
of mankind, free of the scourge of war, 


And it is being held at a time when the decline in our own ranks has been 
halted, when the morale and fighting spirit of our membership is on the upgrade, 
reflecting these new developments in the world. The factionalism which caused such 
tremendous damage and threatened the very existence of the Party has been defeated, 
though remnants of it still exist. 


In view of all this, the goals and aims of this convention must be far 
higher, far in advance of those of the 16th Convention, The heart of the 16th 
Convention was the struggle against those who maintained that there was no place for 
a Communist Party. Today this question does not even exist. Rather the central 
question of this convention is: What is the role of the Party in this entirely new 
situation? How can it now move out into the broad stream of the peoples movement; 
how can it break the bonds of its isolation and become more and more effectively a 
factor in the life of our nation--in the growing movement for peace, in the struggle 
of the workers, the Negro people, the youth and other sections of the people. 


ANEW ERA 


Dialectics teaches us that everything is in a process of endless change, a 
process in which there is a constant conflict between the old and the new. ds 
Marxists, as fighters for progress, we therefore at all times seck out what is new. 


But not everything that is new is important. Hence we have to single out 
that wnich is not only new but significant--that which indicates the future direction 
of development. To do that, we must thoroughly study the history of the development 
of the new and its emergence from the past. 


We must ever be on the alert for the signs of the new, but at the same time 
we must not make the mistake of acting as if it were already here full-blown. When 
we see the first green shoots of grass, we do not say, “let's make hay." Instead, 
we do what is necessary to bring it to the point where it is full-grown. Then, when 
the sun shines, we are ready to make hay. 


It is in such a light that we should examine what is new in the world of to- 
day. And there is plenty. This is the beginning of a new era in the life of our 
nation, our people and our Party. And we must not only see but must clearly define 
the features of this new era. 


These were born and matured in the era that is ended--the era to which Henry 
luce gave the name "The American Century." That was the era of the unquestioned 
dominance of the American monopolies in the capitalist world, of continuous expansion 
and growth with apparently no serious challenge from any source. It was an era in 
which American capitalism reached unprecedented heights, in which the rest of the 
capitalist world, prostrated by the war, lay at the feet of American big business. 
It was the ere of "positions of strength," of dictation to other countries and 
infringement on their sovereignty. 


It was an era that produced such bombastic, arrogant "carrot and club" 
policies as "containment" and "rollback" of the socialist world, and of trade embar- 
goes intended to strangle its economic development, It was an era when American 
military bases mushroomed all oer the face of the earth, and when the coffers of the 
American trusts were swelled with the profits extracted from the peoples of latin 


America, Asia and Africa. Truly, the "American Century" seemed quite real and 
impressive, 


This was the America which molded and left its im 
print on our living standards 
our culture, our thinking and our attitude toward the rest of the world. This is the 


America we must understand if we are to the develo t 
America which is succeeding it. grasp ping new features of the 
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let us now take a closer look at the new and developing. First we must 
look at the position our nation occupies in the world, 


The outstanding world phenomenon of taday is the fact that the balance of 
strength is tipping decidely in the direction of the socialist world, This is a 
development of profound importance to every capitalist country, but its impact on 
the leading capitalist stronghold, the bastion of world capitalism, is a virtually 
explosive one.’ 


The roots of these new relationships lie in the emergence after World far 
II of not one but a group of socialist countries--a socialist sector of the world 
embracing fully one-third of its people. These countries, bursting onto the scene 
of history, have undergone a meteoric growth, and are today moving at a terrific 
pace in their industrial, scientific, social and cultural development. Within a 
matter of a relatively few years, these socialist countries, so recently looked 
upon as backward, bid to become the dominant economic force in the world, produc- 
ing more than half of its total industrial output. 


This is a fundamental change, whose ramifications basically affect all 
parts of the world. But it is not the only challenge which has developed to the 


position of American capitalisn. 


Thus, it conincides with the beginning of the end of the era of imperialism. 
One colonial country after another is breaking out of its bondage and setting forth 
on the parth of independence and national freedom, Beginning in Asia and the Near 
Bast, this development is sweeping across Africa, and is now challenging the 
dominance of the United States in what has been its own preserve, latin America. 
The revolutionary development in Cuba, and their couragesus resistence to American 
imperialist intervention, is an inspiration to the people's forces throughout this 
hemisphere, This bloc of newly liberated countries, represents a powerful new 
force on the world scene, 


These developments have narrowed the sphere of colonial exploitation and 
have shut off, one after another, the pipelines of imperialist superprofits from 
these sources. The independence of these countries today is not nominal but genuine. 
What makes it genuine is the existence of the socialist world--a world on which they 
can rely for the assistance they need, and which imperialism has so lorg denied them. 
Certainly the very lives of the new regimes in Egypt, Iraq and Cuba would have been 
cut short, were it not for the firm position for non-intervention taken by the peace 
forces of the world, with the Soviet Union, People's China and other Socialist 
nations in the foreftont. A further dramatic example was the Soviet Union's 
economic assistance in the construction of the Aswan Dam in Egypt after the United 
States had refused. Herein lies the basis of the policy of neutrality adopted by 
these nations, and of their generally friendly attitude toward the socialist countries. 
countries. 


A third major development of this era is the economic revival of the other 
capitalist countries. “hese have repaired the ravages of the war, and have gone 
through an extended period of expansion and modernization of their productive 
facilities. Today they are able to compete with American capitalist in field after 
field in which American products once reigned supreme. The share of the United 
States in world capitalist production, once over 50%, is now closer to 40. And the 
dominance which previously seemed so unquestioned is increasingly being challenged. 


Growing competition from abroad has greatly narrowed the trade surplus en- 
joyed by this country for a mumber of years, and this has contributed to a huge jump 
in the deficit in the balance of payments with other countries, This deficit first 
appeared in 1950, and for the next several years it averaged about a billion dollars 
a year. But for the past two years, it has totalled more than $7} billion. nd 
this has created a threat to the stability of the dollar which is causing American 
big business no small alarm. 


At the recent National Foreign Trade Convention in New York, the new factors 
in the world situation were recognized by more than one of the speakers. Thus, one 
said: “American industry must accept the concept that today's customers may be 
tomorrow's competitors." Another spoke of the need "to face the central issue of 
how to have both cooperation and competition." Such positions are a far cry from 
the old policies in foreign trade. 
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The distinction is also illustrated by the fact that half a dozen years 
ago the Western European countries were appealing to the United States to let 
down its trade bars, umer the slogan of "trade, not aid.” But today it is 
Undersecretary of State Dillon who travels to Europe to ask for more markets 
for American goods from these very Same countries, 


Today, too, it is President Eisenhower who travels across half the world, 
on a trip representing an attempt to meet with concrete actions the challenges 


from all three major sources. 


World War II, with the growth of the socialist world and the development 
of the colonial liberation movement, ushered in a new and deeper stage of the 
general crisis of capitalism. The developments since then have given rise to 
yet another, still deeper, stage of the general crisis. 


This is the new world in which our country must make a place for itself. 
In a true sense of the word, the problem our people face is that of finding the 
least painful transition from the "American Century" to the new era of challenge, 
of peaceful coexistence, 


THE FIGHT FOR PEACE--YESTERDAY AND TODAY 


The central expression of the "American Century" concept has been the cold 
war. But with the fading of this concept, the cold-war policies of “positions 
of strength" and brinkmanship have proven themselves increasingly bankrupt. In 
this, a major factor has been also the peace policies of the Soviet Union. 


As a result, American big business has been compelled to begin a painful 
reexamination of its policies--in the words of Dulles himself, an “agonizing 
reappraisal"--and to take a more realistic approach to the situation in which 
it finds itself. 


In this lie the reasons for the proposal by Eisenhower for an exchange of 
visit with Khrushchev, leading to the historic visit of Khrushchev to this 
country and its momentous consequences. Among these were the Camp David agree- 
ment that "all outstanding international questions should be settled not by the 
application of force but by peaceful means through negotiations," laying the 
basis for summit discussions, as well as for direct meetings between heeds of 
states. Among them, too, are a number of immediate gains--the conclusion of an 
agreement for expanded cultural exchange, agreements for cooperation in nuclear 
reseerch and for joint medical research projects, and of great significance, the 
agreement between the nations regarding the Antartic continent. 


This represents a break in the direction of American foreign policy. How 
fast or how far it will move in this new direction depends on the American people 
and on the pressure they exert. 


It is not by any means the end of the cold war. The Eisenhower Adminis- 
tration has not yet shown in practice either the will or the actions to guarantee 
that this is the direction our country will follow. It has recognized the need 
for a change, but there is no indication as to how far reaching, or complete that 
change will be. And the die-hard cold war forces, who are very powerful, have 
already launched a counteroffensive designed to regain the ground they have lost 
and to wipe out whatever advances toward peace have been won. This is something 
which must be taken very seriously. 


But the key thing is that the public admission of the bankruptcy of the old 
policies and the need for a change has opened the flood gates of discussion es to 
what the new policies should be. Feace therefore emerges more than ever as the 
central issue of our day. It is to this that we must apply ourselves with all the 
energy, skill and ingenuity at our command. It is to this that our work in all 
other fields must be related. 


In this connection, we must see clearly the distinctive features of the 
fight for peace in the present period. In past years, we organized, conducted 
and led a campaign for peace, including the notable Stockholm Peace Appeal. We 
did sc in the context of the fundamentally correct analysis that a danger of war 
existed, exemplified by Korea and later by Indo-China. Today we are again taking 
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part in a campaign for peace, but in the context of a new analysis--again funda- 
mentally correct--that lasting peace, total disarmament and peaceful coexistence 
are in the cards; that they are realizable goals. 


Both are campaigns for peace, but under much different conditions. Are we 
not called upon, then to think about specific tactics to meet the specific condi- 
tions that flow out of the difference in the specific situations surrounding them? 
The past drive was based on a negative development; this one is based on a positive 
development. The past drive took place in a situation inwhich the peace forces 
were growing but no* yet dominaut; this one takes place in a situation in which 
the peace forces are already the stronger. The past drive occurred in an atmos- 
phere of jingoism and national chauvinism; this one is unfolding in an atmosphere 
in which the whole nation is discussing the banning of nuclear tests, total disar- 
mament and peaceful coexistence. These factors should indicate to us the need for 
new, fresh, concrete thinking. 


WE MUST BE SPECIFIC 


The sentiment for peace is general and over-all in scope. This sentiment 
has grown in intensity as the weapons of war have increased in destructiveness. 
And as the balance of world forces has shifted, so have the moods and thinking 
of the mass of Americans shifted toward peace. It is this over-all yearning and 
concern for peace thaf forms the foundation for a concerted mass crusade for 
survival, This crusade is, of course, of utmost importance, and we must devote 
our best energies and forces to it. However, this is not enough. Such a general 
crusade will not by itself secure lasting peace. 


The fight for peace must be developed in more specific forms. Its mooring 
lines must be tied to the specific self-interest of specific sections of the 
people. The campaign for peace is directed toward saving our lives and our 
civilization from destruction. But it also brings with it certain immediate 
benerits for the people and--yes--for the industrialists immediate profits. It is 
in relation to this that we must develop the slogans and the campaign for total 
disarwament,. 


Cutting down on armaments is the only possible road to cutting down the 
ever-mounting burden of taxes. Only if we have a cut in arms production will we 
have a cut in prices. The building of the schools, roads, hospitals, parks, 
houses and other things the people so badly need, is blocked by the spending of 
huge sums for the stockpiling of instruments of destruction. Surely the problem 
of the huge farm surpluses, with the resulting impoverishment in many agricultural 
areas, is bound up with the opening of world-wide markets in a world free from 
armament burdens, These and many more are the mooring lines to which the fight 
for peace must be secured, 


A generation of the American people have grow up in and made a livelihood 
from an economy that ia large measure has been supported and souped up by war 
orders, War economy has been accepted as a normal and necessary part of our 
economic system. This stands as a roadblock to a full mobilization of the forces 
for peace. As Comrade Lumer's report will show concretely, this is a false con- 
ception. We have the task of removing this roadblock. 


During these same years of the arms economy, a body of thought has developed 
to the effect that the Negro people can break down the bars of discrimination in 
industry, housing and education only when our nation is either at war or preparing 
for war. Unfortunately, there has been an element of truth in this. But we must 
show clearly how disarmament and peace can be conducive to an atmosphere in which 
this struggle can more readily be won. Wars and war tensions bring with them a 
growth of chauvinism and jingoism, while peace is conducive to an atmosphere of 
brotherhood and understanding. We must understand these special roadblocks to the 
movement for peace among the Negro people, 


Many Negro workers,are at the bottom of the seniority list. Therefore any 
cutback in production = unemployment for them. This is a definite challenge 
to us in working out a subst 


Similarly, we need to deal with other specific problems affecting the young 
people, women, the handicapped and the older workers. Generalities will not do. 


itute for military production. 
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Hence, while we take part in the general crusade for peace, we must under- 
stand that specific groups, because of specific interests, will start from and 
rally around narrower issues involved in the fight for peace. With some, un- 
restricted trade with the socialist countries will be the starting point, with 
others it will be the dangers of fallout. For still others, disarmament will be 
the point of greatest interest. 


We must see the fight for peace realistically in all its many-sided aspects. 
At this point, the need is not for starting a peace movement from scratch. Such a 
movement is here. It expresses itself in a thousand ways and at a variety of 
levels. At this stage, it is above all expressed through the existing mass organi- 
zations of the people. 


In a nation like ours, where almest everyone belongs to one or more mass 
organization, this is a firm and certainly a broad base. Here is where we should 
be working to help build and elevate the peace movement. While doing so, we should 
also have our sights on more concerted and united movements, conferences ani actions 
of various kinds on local, state and national levels. If the central issue of 
peace is to give rise to the greatest, most persistent crusade of our times, what 
is needed is not one but a number of national centers to guide, prod and organize 
it. Not only is this necessary with respect to specific issues but in addition, 
it seems to me, the youth, women, farmers, veterans and other groups need such 
special centers of direction. 


FROBLEMS ON THE HOME FRONT 


As in all phenomena, there is a close relationshin between world developments 
and those on the domestic scene. 


What is it that best describes our domestic situation as we enter the cecade 
of the sixties? Is it tranquility, stability? Are we moving on the path of un- 
ending growth and expansion? In spite of the present high level of production, 
this does not fit the realities of life in our country. Rather, the state of 
affairs in our nation is better described as one of instability, uneasiness and 
hesitation. What best describes the United States of the sixties is the growing 
catalog of serious problems, steadily becoming more aggravated, which ara seeking 
solution. 


What gives these developments such importance and seriousness is that they 
occur simultaneously with the developments on the world scene which we have described 


An outstanding new feature on the home scene is the development of automation, 
whose many ramifications and effects are now reaching into all aspects of our 
national life, Strictly speaking, automation is still an infant. But it is already 
throwing its weight around like a full-grown heavyweight. 


A most striking evidence of its effects is the rise in unemployment in the 
Successive postwar boom periods. In the peak boom year of 1953, following the 1948- 
49 slump, 2.9% of the labor force was unemployed. In 1956, the year of peak economic 
activity following the 1953-54 slump, the figure was 4.2%. In the present period, 
which follows the depression of 1957=58, unemployment has remained well above 5% of 
the lebor force. In October, 1959 it stood at 6%. Speaking on this question Sen. 
Eugene McCarthy of Minnesota had the following to say: 


"This is far too high for a dynamic economy, but its effect could be 
managed it it were spread evenly throughout the economy, The fact 
is that unemployment has reached disaster proportions in certain 
regions and for certain age, racial and educational groups." 


What these figures show is a re-emergence since the war of the industrial reserve 
army on a growing scale. And in this, the displacement of workers through automa- 
tion is playing a constantly growing part. 


Automation, and the determination of the nonopolies to clear the way for more 
rapid automation, is also largely at the bottom of the current drive to undermine 
working conditiqns in steel, on the railroads, on the waterfront, and in many ofher 
industries. It serves also as an instrument used by big business for the destruction 
of its small competitors and increased concentration of ownership and control, The 
Slogan of big business has become “Automate or Die." And in the process, many do die. 


| 
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Other reports will go further into the problems arising from automation. 
Here I want only to point out how different are its consequences under socialism. 
In a socialist society all technological advances are welcome. The fruits of 
science and technology are no proolem, but rather the foundation on which the 


workers, helping them to see the need for Socialism, and to struggle for the bene~ 
fits of automation here, 


We must work out definite plans and demands with the aim that at least part 
of the fruits of this technological advance will go to benefit the working people of 
our land. A proper examination of the questions growing out of automation is also 
the key to understanding the present big business drive against organized labor 


A second major feature of the home scene is the growing financial instability 
the country. Our national debt is higher than it was at the end of the war, and 
still rising. The taxpayers are saddled with a burden of interest now well over 
billion a year and still going up. State and local debts have been going up by 
leape and bounds and are at an all-time high. Private debt has miltiplied several 
The burden of taxes has grown to impossible levels, 
yet government debts continue to rise. Prices have risen greatly since the end of 
and of the dollar has been steadily shrinking. The federal govern- 
experiencing increasing difficulty in financing the national debt and borrow- 
more money. 4s one observer has remarked, the credit of the United States 
idered the soundest in the world, is now becoming shaky. And 
because of this country's world role, these developments are having world-wide 
repercussions, 


4 third important feature is the chronic agricultural crisis. Farmers are 
being increasingly squeezed between shrinking farm prices and mounting production 
coste. Farm income is steadily declining, and is now at its lowest point in seven- 
teen yoars, Our storage facilities are being choked by the growing mountain of un- 
saleable surpluses of farm products, There are growing areas of desolation in 
marginal farmlands, with farmers driven out in rising numbers thanks to the develop- 
ment of modern, mechanized farming in the more productive areas. All in all, 
America's farmers are in serious difficulties, which are having an effect on the 
entire country. 


To these features, we may add the failure of our society to provide adequate 
housing, education and health facilities, whose lack grows more acute from year to 
year. There is also the growing stench of corruption and moral decay, which is 
penetrating every corner of American life, As one person expressed it, "Everybody is 
on the gravy train of payola these days--except the working people." 


Affected by all these things in the sharpest measure are in the first place 
the 18 million Negro people, as well as the 5 million Mexican-American and the 
million or more Puerto Ricans in the United States. The slum housing and the 
which are becoming not better but steadily worse, They 
are most severe ‘ected the unfair system of taxation risin ices, b' 
unemployment and by the farm crisis, 


This the America we see as we enter the decade of the sixties. These are the 
realities of life on the home front, corresponding to those in the world situation. 
It is these realities of life to which this convention must apply itself, and with 
which the Party must deal. 


How does America react to these developments? What are the different currents 
which are emerging? In what direction are the different groups moving? In short, 
how is America meeting the challenge? 


American monopoly capital is reacting to the world situation with attempts to 
readjust, reassess and make changes in its foreign policy, to accomodate itself to 
present-day realities. This is most dramatically demonstrated by the proposal for 
the Eisenhower-Khrushchev exchange of visits. And this has been one of the basic 
factors in opening up the new possibilities which now exist in the fight for peace. 


A economy will rapidly be built to new heights, the basis of the goal of _. 

: our own standard of living. The rapid development of automation in the Socialist 
Nation will serve to prod the development of automation here; but the benefits from 

4 automation to the workers in the Socialist Countries will also serve to inspire our 
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I. 
INTRODUCTION 


As we approach the decade of the sixties, mankind stands at the 
threshold of a new era, For the first time in human history the possib- 
ility now exists for the elimination of the scourge of war, and the re- 
lease of the full productive potential of the human race for the solu- 
tion of the age-old problems of poverty, disease and ignorance. 


The new possibilities to realize a world free fram the horror of 
nuclear warfare have been created by profound and irreversible changes 
in favor of the camp of peace, freedam and social procress. 


World imperialiam, headed by Wall Street monopoly capitealiam, ip no 
longer the sole or daminant force determining the destiny of manirind, 
Socialism, embracing one-third of the earth's population, has emerget 
as an invincible world system, spearheading the cause of peace and peace- 
ful coexistence, The victorious upsurge of the national liberation move- 
ments in Asia, Africa, and Latin America has undermined imperialist colon- 
faliam and kindled the flame of national independence amonc all oppressed 
peoples. The mounting peace movement in our country, and throughout the 
capitalist world, has gained new strength and mamentum. Thus, even the 
new forms by which U. S. imperialism hopes to continue its drive for world 
power and influence is now confronted by the powerful challenge of superior 
world forces determined to win a durable and lasting peace. 


The daminant world position of the United States, lonc uncontested, 
is now being increasingly challenged on all sides by its capitalist ccmpet- 
itors, by the expanding group of newly liberated countries, and most of 
all, by the socialist world, which now bids to surpass the achievemcnts 
of U. S, capitaligm in all areas of human endeavor. 


Our capitalist society is plegued by a mounting accumulation of un- 
solved problems, Its econany displays a crowing shakiness and instability. 
Autamation and other technological advances create growing insecurity, 
chronic unemployment and fear of the future. Unsaleable farm surpluses 
rise from year to year while farm incazes are declining. The national 
debt, already overburdening, continues to mount, and the difficulty of . 
financing the war econany increases. The burden of interest and taxes | 
became ever more intolerable. Rising prices have became a persistent ! 
problem. 


Though the possibilities of peace are enhanced, and important sectors 
of business and covermment are campelled to move army fram the ricid 
var policy, the reactionary offensive on the domestic front has been ac- 
celerated. In place of the crowth of freeéam, there is continued re- 
pression and denial of elementary liberties. The infamous landrum-Griffin 
bill has been passed, fastening new and more powerful shackles on organ- 
ized labor than did the Taft-Hartley Ast. The steel companies are spéar- 
heading a drive of all the creat monopolies aimed against the livirg stand- 
ards and working conditions. lonopoly unitesin an effort to resolve its 
problems at the expense of the working class, 


Despite certain advances in the struggle for Negro rights, the systen 
of Jim Crow oppression remains essentially unshaen. Unrestricted suffrace 
and Negro representation in the South, and the eradication of racist dis- 
crimination and segregation in national life, remain a central democratic 
task still to be achieved. 


Our educational system is in a state of deepening crisis. Juvenile 
delinquency Crows steadily worse. Slums and overcrowding is the lot af 
the low incame groups in all cities of the country. In every aspect of 
American life, the problems and difficulties became not lees but creater. 


It is the all-powerful monopoly capitalist croups, with their striv- 
ing to preserve their outworn system of "free enterprise," which stand as 
the central obstecle to procress. It is monopoly capital which blocks 1 
the fulfillment of the creat pramiso which the future holds, and which : 
breeds the menace to peace, and fosters insecurity and repression. It is : 
monopoly capital and its acents which which must be opposed by the Ameri- 
can working class, the Necro people and all peace-loving and democratic 
forces to realize the potential of a new era of peace, democracy and secur- 
ity. 
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The decade ahead can be the decade in which mankind is liberated fran 
the peril of the cold war and threat of catastrophic nuclear warfare, 


It can be the decade in which fatal blows can be inflicted on the 
oppression of the Negro people which has defiled our land for more than 
three centuries, 


It can be the decade in which the offensive to depress the standards 
of living of the working class and to destroy labor's richts can be de- 
feated by a united labor movement and a revitalized alliance of labor and 
the Negro people. 


It can be the decade in which the American people, united in a creat 
people's alliance consisting of labor, the Negro people, the farmers, small 
Dbusinesamen and all those threatened by the big mmopolies can take major 
strides toward the attainment of a govermment of the people, by the people 
and for the people. 


The Cammunist Party, the Party of the American working class, faces this 
new decade with supreme confidence that these goals can be won, and to this 
we American Communists shall dedicate’ all our efforts and enercies. 


II, AMERICAN FOREIGN POLICY: THE NEED OF A POLICY FOR PEACE 


Peace is the urgent objective, the common need and cammon hope of peo- 
ple everywhere. Heretofore this has been a dresm deferred, an illusive 
aspiration, passed dow fram generation to generation. Now the conditions 
have matured for transforming this dream into reality, into a way of life 
for all the nations of the world. For peace has became a necessary condi- 
tion for the very existence and further development of human society, just 
as war with modern methods of annihilation has bécane mthinkable. The peace- 
ful coexistence of nations with differing econamic and social systems, 
and campetition between them for peaceful pursuits, is the sole alterna- 
tive to an atanic catastrophe. 


Everything in the needs, hopes and aspirations of our people finds its 
relationship to this central issue of our times -- the struggle for peace 
and peaceful coexistence. 


The fate of world peace today depends in the first place upon the in- 
provement of relations between the United States end the Soviet Union, the 
two most powerful countries with immense econamic, technological, and mili- 
tary potential. If the relations between our country and the Soviet Union 
are normalized, if they cooperate in the maintenance of peace, then the 
peace of the world can be kept inviolate. 


That ie why the extraordinary visit of Premier Khrushchev to our coun- 
try and the projected visit of President Eisenhower to the Soviet Union, 
the significant talks at Camp David and the agreement "that all outstanding 
international questions should be settled not by the application of force 
but by peaceful means through negotiations" inspired the people of our coun- 
try and the whole world with the highest hopes for peace. 


These events mark the first salient break from the disastrous and dis- 
credited policy of Dulles, of atamic threats and "brinkmanship," signalizing 
an important change in the improvement of U.S.-Soviet relations. They have 
brought about a thaw in the international climate. Understanding has been 
reached on direct meetings between the heads of covernment, as well as dis- 
cussions at the summit, as the method to be pursued in the search for acree- 
ment on outstanding disputed international questions. The resolutim of 
such grave problems as the signing of a peace treaty with the two German 
estates and normalizing the situation in Berlin can now proceed in a vastly 
improved international atmosphere. 


liost significant for the struggle to realize peaceful coexistence have 
been the proposals for universal and total disarmament, placed before the 
United Nations by Premier Khrushchev, This has now became the key issue 
and main subject of debate in every country of the world. For universal and 
total disarmament, depriving all countries of the means of wacing war, is 
in the long run the only true guarantee for an enduring peace. A peace- 
time econany as an alternative to arms production and the threat of an atamic 
war, an econany providing greatly expanded social welfare benefits and 
higher living standards is regarded as a realistic hope by ever creater num- 
dere of Americans. 
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The Khrushchev visit has already produced important immediate results 
in a number of areas: the conclusion of a two-year agreement for an expand- 
ed cultural exchange program; the joint agreement for cooperation in nu- 
clear research and the exchange of sciontists and research information; 
the agreement for the study of the detection of underground nuclear explo- 
sions; the agreement for joint medical research projects; the treaty to 
keep Antarctica a scientific preserve; the more favorable conditions crea- 
ted for reaching an agreement on the banning of nuclear testing, and for 
the abolition of the artificially-imposed restrictions on trade with the 
Soviet Union and other socialist lands. 


Above all, these developments create new opportunities for the peace 
forces to impose further shifte in foreign policy, which will lead in the 
direction of realizing more fully the great potential inherent in the present 
situation. Important business and govermment circles have been campelled 
to realize the epochal changes in the existing world relationship of forces 

and the need to adopt a more realistic foreign policy. This does not 
simify, however, that the Eisenhower administration has yet embarked on a 
firm course to end the cold war, nor that peaceful coexistence has been 
achieved and secured. 


The thaw in the cold war has begun, but the cold war ie far fram ended. 
The proponents of the cold war are still powerful and strive to ret'm to 
the bankrupt policy of "positions of strength" and to the frozen pattern 
of the past. Its advocates are to be found within the Administration, 
and in both major political parties (as symbolized by the Republican Rocke- 
feller and the Democrat Acheson), They are in control of the Pefitacon, of 
the huge armament industries and other giant financial trusts who continue 
to exert maximum pressure to maintain and heat up the cold war. And it 
must not be forgotten, that the top officialdam of the labor movement re- 
main largely tied to the bankrupt cold war policy and advocate a crash pro- 
Gram to expand armament production under the cuise of providing jobs for 
the workers, 


Already a counter-offensive has been launched to undo all that has 
been accamplished. There is the renewed demands on the part of the top 
brass and leading statesmen for increased war expenditures to meet what they 
falsely refer to as the “Soviet challenge" or "Soviet aggression." Opposi- 
tion to expansion of U,S.-Soviet trade, voiced by the billionaire Rockefel- 
ler, is followed by the cancellation of a huge steel order to the Soviet 
Union. The insensate hostility to People’s China is fostered by continuous 
incitement against China in India, Laos, Tibet and Korea. The provocative 
insistence on the discussion of Hungary by the United Nations was desimed 
to further inflame the cold war attitudes, The nuclear rearmament of Vest 
Germany, aimed to transform it into Wall Street's main arsenal in Europe, 
flaunts the will of the people and international agreements. The shame- 
ful interference in the internal affairs of Cuba and the threat of economic 
strangulation by manipulating sugar quotas is aimed not only against the 
Cuban revolution but against the anti--imperialist freedan strugcle in all of 
latin America, 


The bellicose cold war advocates are determined to halt the trend toward 
peaceful coexistence and peaceful competition, and, even as events force 
them to drastically alter their past cold war policies, they attempt to con- 
tinue their drive for new forms of world dcamination. 


The replacement of the cold war policy by a policy of peaceful coexis- 
tence and cooperation between the United States and the Soviet Union for 
peace, demands the defeet of these cold war advocates, these most rabid 
and agcressive sections of Big Business and their acents in government. 


Despite their efforts to head off a far-reaching policy of peaceful 
co-existence and campetition, the very fact that they are confronted with the 
compulsion of carrying throuch a shift in their foreign policy, opens the 
way for a tremendous upsurge in the strength of the forces working for 
peace, 


Above all, the times demand a persistent and unrelenting struggle on 
the part of all sections of the people wio desire peace, in the first place 
the organized labor movement. Labor will assume its rightful place of 
leadership in the people's interests only when it takes the lead in the 
ficht for peace. It is a welcome sim of the changes taking place, that 


| 
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representative journals and individual leaders amonc labor, despite the adamant 
anti-Soviet line of the top officialdam, are stepping out on their ow and 
calling for disarmament, for a peace-time economy, for the exchange of telega- 
tions, for an end to nuclear testing and the outlaw of atamic weapons. These 
beginnings have to permeate the ranks of the entire labor movement, so that 
labor can help to broaden and extend the united mass struggles of all peace- 
loving forces in determined unison to impose the people's will for peace upon 
our government, 


The changing moods and temper of the people ofour country point to new 
poseibilities for unfolding broad mass actions around every specific issue re- 
lated to the struggle for peace. Just as the ruling class yesterday was suc- 
cessful in convincing the people to accept the heavy burden of the cold war 
as a “deterrent” to "Soviet aggression," so today a breakdowmm in this artificial- 
ly created war hysteria can help to unleash the full potential of the paople's 
fighting capacity to demand an end to the cold war. 


The Khrushchev visit, and the ensuing easing of world tensions, has, of 
course, not dissipated all the prejudices and misconceptions about the Soviet 
Union. What must be underscored, however, is that ea new spirit of friendship 
for the Soviet Union, a new admiration for its scientific and technolocical 
achievements, a new understanding that we can live together, is spreading among 
men and wamen in all walks of life. To the extent that this understanding 
is heightened, to that extent will the movement for peace gain creater pur- 
posefulness, greater wmity and greater determination to win the battle for 
peace. 


Life, not death! Production for peace and not for destruction! Peace and 
friendship among nations! An end to international mistrust! An end to the 
cold war! For a policy of peace and peaceful existence! These demand a fight 
acainst the resumption of nuclear testing, for a ban on the use and manufae- 
ture of atamic weapons. These demand a fight for the recognition of People's 
China and its rightful membership in the United Nations. These demand a fight 
for e:spanded Lastest trade. These demand the fight against U.S. intervention 
in Cuba or anywhere else in Latin America. Above all, these demand a fight 
for disarmament, the scrapping of all instruments of warfare and shifting the 
economy fram armaments to peace. These demand peaceful campetition between na- 


tions in expanding world production to improve the living standards of the 
world's peoples. 


The issue of peace is the paramount issue in American political life. It 
is the central test of all parties, mass organizations and civic leaders, On 
the resolution of this issue rests the future of our nation. 


The eyes and hopes of all peoples are focused on the United States. Upon 
the outcame of the now unfolding struggle for a policy of peace in our land 
may hinge the fate of mankind. 


— 

i 
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COMMITTEE EXHIBIT NO. 3 


1. GENERAL PRINCIPLES 


World development has confirmed the basic analysis of capitalism and imperi- 
eliem by Marx and Lenin, and their prediction that the essence of our era is the 
transition to socialiem, Socialist society existe today in countries witb one- 
third the worl4's population. The scaring progress of the Soviet Union, China 
and other socialist countries in Europe and Asia reveals the tremendous potential 
of socialist society. Socialism has leaped over the age-old barriers to social 
Progress, and released the pent-up creative energy of hundreds of millions who 
have been oppressed by capitalism and landlordiem. It has begun the evolution to 
®@ classless society, in which abundance will be freely available to all, equality 
will be a natural condition of life, and mankind will explore presently wpredict- 
able new frontiers of society and culture. 


These achievements with their limitless potentials for progress car be the 
They need not belong exclusively to any single 


t great sacrifice and risk in a hostile capitalist world, for 
their own destiny, and today set the pace of history eni 


United States also socialism will perform 
wonders, beyond the dreams of most Amricans, In @ country such as ours--with 
buman skills and msterial resources, the natioml ability to 
translate science into technical afvance, a deeply rooted love of democracy and 
formed confidence in progress--with these treite of 


ituation that the United States is the most powerful 
ere in history when socialist achievement arouses 
he future among the vast majority of the people of 
is due to this circumstance, and not to som innate national qual- 
that in the present-day world U.S. capitalism upholde the old 
rather than the future, and on e global 
role of mdern Toryiem. This is a truth not readily accepted by 
» Who have been accustomed to think of their country as the paragon of 
freedom and peace. Yet, this is the actusl position in which the 
bas been placed by the course of our own development and by world 
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the new order of vorlé affairs, with basic shifts in the weight of nations, 
not necessarily follow that the American people become helpless victims 
decay of our social system, while the rest of the world builds a new 
Society, outpaces us, and leaves us behind. The United States is not exempt 
from the lavs of social development and from the social ferment that leads to 


Thies country exemplifies in the exteeme the domination of monopoly as the 
Gecisive factor of capitaliem in ite present, imperialist stage. But the system 
of monopoly capitaliem is intrinsically incapable of employing to the full our 
great productive capacity and our labor, and of realizing the remrkeble nev 
potentials of science for the good of the people. The immense aggregates of 
Private economic power, ruling society and government, act as a drag on the 
mation, retarding its economic and cultural growth, and crippling democracy. 
Bevertheless, in the period before us:the American people have an alternative 
to stagnation, with ite threatening privation, moral corruption, and cultural 
Gegeneracy. They oan take up the struggle for progress leading to a new dem- 
cratic and culture] revial, with socialism as the goal. Far from being a threat 
to the nation, the successes of vorld socialiem and of colonial liberation pro- 
viée a breathing spell and an opportunity for the American people to set their 
own country on the road of progress. 


Socialiem is the aim of the Commmist Party of the United States. The sup- 
eriority of socialism over capitaliem as a system of society is historically 
established. A system based on the social ownership of the means of production 
end their planned utilization for the mterial and cultural needs of the whole 
of society is far superior to the system of capitaliem which is founded on pri- 
vate ownership and class exploitation for the enrichment of the fev. 


mation or group of nations. Fortunate are those peoples who have pioneered social- 
ist society, even 
they are the mete 
shape the future. They revive and fortify confidence in progress everyviere, 
even in the midst of the stagnation and demorelization of capitalist society. 
Their successes inspire people in many lands to overcome obstacles and open the 
path of progress for themselves. 
our national history, providing peace can be gained and assured, socialism when 
established will surely echieve new heights for all mankind. 
history. 
Progress. 


COMMUNIST PARTY—NORTHERN CALIFORNIA DISTRICT 2217 


Socialiem will prove necessary for our country also, because only such a red- 
ical transformation of the economic base of society can eradicate the evils 
resulting from capitalism and can assure the full utilization for the people 
of the great scientific revolution of our age. Along this path the American 
people, now overwhelmingly a nation of vage-earners, can assure permanently 
for themeelves and the world an era of peace, democracy, universal well-being 
and social progress. 


The Communist Party bases iteelf upon the theories of Marx, Lenin and 
their followers, It seeks to improve its understanding of the living theory 
of Marxiem, as it is enriched constantly by new experiences of the clase strug- 
ele and social progress everywhere. The Party attempts critically to assimilate 
this living theory, learn from its own experiences and mistakes, and use the 
theory constructively and creatively in our ow country. 


In accordance with its techings, the Communist Party views iteelf as a 
Pioneering, vanguard party in the eam historical sense that the Abolitioniste 
were the vanguard of Emancipation. In this view, the working clase--the vast 
exploited mijority of our society--in the course of striving for a better life 
must transform itself into the leader of the nation, becoming the driving force 
for progrese and socialism. As part of the clase, the Commmist Party sees it- 
self as vanguard because it seeks to enhance the class consciousness, the polit- 
ical understanding and the socialist awareness of the workers so that they can 
in fact becom the leaders of the nation. It wante to include among its men- 
bere the most advanced workers, so that in ite daily activi:yese part of the 
popular movements and in its teachings the Party can express the present and 
the future interests, the aspirations and historic aime of the working clase, 
in actions and in terme most videly understood. 


Marxiem, the theory of scientific socialiem, is universal; socialist 
society bas a common foundation in all countries. As with all mjor historical 
changes, in the United States also the path to the socialist transition and the 
resulting socialist society will be influenced by vorld experience, by inter- 
ection and interplay among nations, and by the examples and lessons of advenced 
socialist countries, 


Yet, recent history has demonstrated that the specific road taken by each 
country to socialiam is distinctively the product of ite own history, as it is 
shaped by the conditions and movements prevailing in that country. Socialiem 
in this country will therefore have the distinctive features of American devel- 
opment--the product of our own history as it is mide by the efforts of the Amr- 
ican people to solve the acute problems of our society in ite present highly 
developed stage of monopoly capitaliem and imperialism. Socialiem will be born 
out of our national striving for progress, with its ow distinctive contribution 
to the future of the world. 


In the United States, the actual transition to socialiem lies in the future. 
We still have to pass through an epoch of struggles that will define the path 
to the transition and ite character. Yet, even now, the iseue of socialism 
does present iteelf in a special way to the Amrican people. Nor is it, as 
before, only a matter of general principle or perepective, which for the past 
century alvays illuminated the path ahead for advanced vorkers. In these tims 
of new weapons of mutual annibilation, the evoidance of var bas becom 4 quss- 
tion of national survival. Competition between capitalist and socialist count- 
ries--and especially between the two most powerful, the United States and the 
Soviet Unicn-must be actively restricted to peaceful processes if there is to 
be any progress at all. The first requirement of any policy aimed at growth 
and progrese is the fight for a national policy of peaceful co-existence with 
the socialist nations, 


But an active policy of peaceful co-existence with socialism necessarily 
implies a recognition and understanding of the principles of socialist society. 
And the conditions of the world are such that tBis must be acquired by the 
American people in the midst of a growing, lively and all-pervading: competition 
between the two vorld systems. 


Accordingly, in the minds of the American people a conflict is taking 
Place between the ideas of capitaliem and those of socialism. It touches upon 
every mjor aspect of our social life, and calls into question many precepts 
which vere long taken for granted, Thie constant reappraieal is prodded by the 
Tepid progress of the socialist countries and by the decline of imperialisn, 
vith the overturn of long-established colonial hegemonies and the strivings of 
new natione for social progress, in vhich the socialist alternative presents 
iteelf strongly. 
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In tim, from their own experiences, 
th the impact of world events, the Amrican people will coms to see 
@ can provide « better way of life than capitaliem. They will 
for socialiem as 6 national necessity, as solution of 
the crisis of the eysten. 
sent and 


to the 


tions presently at work, in closest association with the daily etri 
better life, incorruptible and indestructible, the Commmist 


future of Amica. In ite propagation of socialist ideas it presents a confi- 
Gent long-term perspective for the current struggles of the Amrican people, 
pertinent to our comitions and to the direction in which we must seek 4& solu- 
ors 

assure the future of our country in the struggles of the present day. 

The advance toward socialism is an outgrowth of the struggles for peace, 
democracy and social progress, through whatever stages the struggle my have 
to pass. In the following sections, an attempt is mde to define the Communist 
understanding of the road to socialism in the United States. 

### 
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COMMITTEE EXHIBIT NO, 4 


2. Peaceful Co-Existence 


The course of development within the cowmtry and recent revolutionary changes 
in the world have affected the global position of the United States in a funda- 
mental way. Internally, ae a consequence of World War II, monopoly greatly ex- 
tended ite power over the economy and in government. Outwardly, into the Western 
Hemisphere and overseas, U.S. monopoly embarked on the greatest expansionist 
drive in ite history. Within world imperialiem iteelf, as a result of the weak- 
ening of other leading capitalist countries by war and by colonial revolutions 
while the United States expanded economically, the United States became by far 
the dominant and decisive power. 


These developments have placed in bold relief the critical internal contre- 
dictions of our own society and the antagonism between U.S. monopoly capital 
and the rest of the world. 


Obscured for a tim by relatively high economic activity, the internal con- 
tradictions have nevertheless come to the surface. They are seen in the instab- 
ility of the economy, permanent unemployment, end growing insecurity of job. The 
contrast between our great capacity to produce and the incapacity of Amrican so- 
ciety to absorb the products of industry has become more pronounced. In the pre- 
sence of a nev scientific revolution, vith its unparalleled potentfal for a better 
life, our high monopoly economy is showing iteelf unable to translate new scient- 
ific and technical advances into social progress, either at home or abroad. 


Over @ long period--since the 1890's--the leaders of Big Business have seen 
economic expansion abroad as the means of overcoming internal difficulties, and 
at the same tim: increasing both their rate and volume of profit. The extension 
of the U.S. monopoly frontiers into other countries by direct capital investment, 
with the aim of gaining control of rew materiale at their source, exploiting low- 
wage labor, and creating protected markete for surplus capital and products of 
the U.S. economy, is the very essence of imperialism. To support and encourage 
monopoly expansion abroad became the core of long-range U.S. foreign policy, 
despite variations in mthods and tactics at different tims. 


The building of a vast U.S. monopoly empire--first in Latin Amrica and then 
overseas into Africa, Asia and the Middle Bast (together with direct extensions 
of the U.S. corporate structure into Canada and Western EBurope)--did not take the 
usual colonial form, although som colonies and semi-colonial etrategic outposts 
were aleo acquired. The characteristic form of U.S. imperialist expansion is 
dtrect monopoly investment into ite own historically established spheres of in- 
fluence (like the Western Hemisphere) or into the colonial and dependent areas of 
rival imperialiems. "Free Access" or the “open door" became the earmark of U.S. 
world policy, susteined particularly in the recent postwar period by super-arm- 
ment, mesive foreign military eid, regional military blocs, and s farf'ung net- 
work of strategic bases on all continents, 


Despite pretensions to democracy and progress, the dominant trend of U.S. 
Big Business interests is to ally themselves with the most reactionary forces 
abroad in order to protect their investments and to obetruct and retard demcrat- 
ic revolutions and national development, while at home the consequen®-increase of 
monopoly power encourages reaction and undermines democracy. Anti-colonialiem is 
utilized up to a certain point by U.S. monopoly to break into the preserves of 
rival imperialiems. But when confronted with the revolutionary upsurge against 
colonialism, especially in the recent period, the United States either iteelf 
intervened militarily or, sometimes under cover of neutrality, used its influence 
and pover in an effort to sustain the underlying imperialist relationship when 
changes in the old colonial structure could no longer be avoided. 


Recent fundamental changes in the vorld have created a crisis for the tradi- 
tional expansionist policy, with profound repercussions upon the internal life of 
the country. The freedom of action of imperialiem in general and of Amrican im- 
perialiem in particular is severely circumscribed by these changes. "Free access” 
to large areas of the world bas been shut off by socialism and it is being cut 
down by revolutionary nationalien. 


The United States has become the leading power of vorld capitaliem when the 
orbit of capitaliem iteelf is curtailed drestically by the progress of socialism. 
It hae become the miinstay of world imperialiem when imperialiem iteelf is dis- 
integrating and is no longer dominant with reepect to the greater part of mnkind. 
It seeks to dominate other capitalist countries when capitalism iteelf is in 4 new 
acute phase of general crisis, and each pover, having recovered from the war, 
secks to save ite system from collapee at the expense of other powers. Thie is 
the essence of the central contradiction in the world position of U.S. monopoly 
capitaliem in thie period. 
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The basic question of world politics in our epoch is to prevent an effort to 
resolve this contradiction by means of a devastating nuclear war, In the Commun- 
ist view, the danger of war is rooted in the very nature and operetion of monopoly 
and imperialism. The cold var as it developed in the period after World War II 
is the specific product of the expansionist drive of U.8. monopoly for control of 
the world. It rests essentially on the actual use or the threat to use overwheln- 
ing military and economic power to contain and subvert socialiem and the colonial 
revolutions, while seeking to subordinate to Amrican Big Business all other lead- 
ing capitalist countries, as well as the new nations striving for industrial and 
Social development. Ite motivating force ie the drive for mximum profits, which 
is the very law of monopoly. Progressive social change wherever it my occur is 
opposed by monopoly as a threat to its privileges, which are grounded in the old 
social order everywhere. 


The cold war policy can lead only to disaster, because it is based on the 
supposition that imperialiem still rules the world as of old, whereas in fact 
imperialism is no longer dominant in the world. If pursued, the cold war policy 
can lead to the isolation of the United States. Even voree, it can carry us 
into a nuclear war in which this country as well as all other belligerente could 
be devastated by the new weapons of total destruction. The only alternative is 
& policy of peaceful coexistence among all nations, irrespective of the nature of 
their social systems and level of national development. 


Such a change of course requires a political struggle in the United States 
for @ long-range peace policy based on the realities of the new world etructure. 
Socialiem is here to stay in all the countries where it hae already been estab- 
a ee The era of colonialism and of 
other forms of imperialist domination is coming to an end -- in Latin Amica, as 
The repid progress of socialism in 
the Soviet Union, China and the other people's democrecies hes becom: the new 
focus of worl4 development. These are the realities which require, as 6 mtter 
policy of peaceful coexistence with the Soviet Union, the leading power of the 
socialist vorld. Cooperation for peace between the United States and the Soviet 
Union is the pivot of peace in the present-day world. It can becom: the determin- 
ing factor that will bring 8ll countries -- capitalist, socialist and newly devel- 
oping nations -- within the orbit of « world peace diplomacy. 


To replace the cold war policy with a national diplomacy of peaceful co- 
existence requires an all-sided struggle directed at curbing the power of monopoly 
at hom, forcing it into necessary concessions and adaptations to a policy of 
negotiations, mutual disarmament, abolition of nuclear weapons, military disen- 
gagements, non-intervention in domestic affairs of other nations, and other pol- 
icies essential to peace. Thies is a realizable and workable alternative to the 
col4 war in the present vorld structure. 


Commumiste believe that such a turn is made possible by the conjuncture of 
world and domestic forces, which raises realistic prospects in the period before 
us of drastically restricting and frustrating the world expansioniem of monopoly. 
On @ globel scale, socialist progrese and other revolutionary changes within the 
outmoded imperialist structure, as vell as the mounting strength of the labor and 
Gemocratic movements in many countries, create confidence that the forces of peace 
ere strong enough to prevent aggression leading to var. 


Furthermore, the prospect that the socialist countries within a decade will 
exceed the economic level of the capitalist world, with corresponding social and 
democratic advances, means that we will be approaching a situation in which it 
will be possible to eliminate the very danger of war, even while the United States 
and other countries remiin capitalist. Therefore, the possibility existe in the 
real relation of forces, and in the course of actual world development, of turning 
aside those drives of reaction and monopoly which generate the war danger. This 
can be achieved by a parallel or combined struggle of all those within the coun- 
try who eee the necessity for ending the cold war and all world forces that stand 
for peace. 


These promising prospecte should not obscure the very real war dangers that 
still exist in the propensity of die-hard imperialiste to obstruct, contain and 
subvert all progressive social and nationalist movements. Nor can the danger be 
overlooked that political developments in the United States itself wh proceed in 
the reactionary direction, should dominant monopoly sectors be left free to pur- 
sue a fascist course, in response to the internal and world crisis of the system, 
thus creating new war tensions. Therefore, the struggle by the people for a den- 
ocratic way out of the growing social crisis in the United States in the period 

immediately ahead can prove decisive with respect to peace. 
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Commmists do not view the fight for peace as a tactic or maneuver, aimed at 
securing exclusive advantages for the socialist world, or any power in it. Nor do 
they consider it a means of advancing their own party interests in the United 
States. They consider peace realizable in the present world structure. They do 
not hide their view that socialiem as a system of society is superior to capitaliem 
and that accordingly, as a result of the historical process, socialiem will win in 
the competition of the two systems. With this firm confidence in progress, and 
with their conviction that the peace forces the world over are strong enough to 
prevent war, it would be sheer madness for Commmists to count on socialiem arising 
from nuclear devastation andi death. 


In the Communist approach, peace is a basic aim, like social progress and soc- 
fialiom iteelf. It is mistaken to place the problem as if peace vere realizable 
only through socialism. It is true that socialist society intrinsically generetes 
peace, while capitaliem gives birth to the war danger. But in this era of social- 
ist progress and imperialist disintegration, when extended peace-ful coexistence 
between the systems is possible of achievement and has become & necessity of the 
very life of nations, the slogan of “peace through socialism” ignores the actuality 
that makee peace possible in our time. 


Nor ie the opposite view -- “socialism through peace” -- an accurate reflec- 
tion of the real situation. Socialism, or social progress in generel, does not 
sutomtically follow from peace; the fight for peace ani the struggle for social 


full employment, peace and social progress -- 
problem. The cause of peace and the cause of 


and a constant struggle to assure peace. 
iteelf is today the product of economic and 


at all levels of commmity and public 


shed 
life 
trei 


consistently @ policy 
Such a policy has be- 


by far outnumber those 
war danger. Although 
, the question of responsibility 
of a united democratic 


Progress are inseparable. 

progress are intervoven in all phases. Full employment in 4 peace economy 

of full employment vorth fighting for. Full employment in 4 ver 
th, A democratic and cultural revival in the land is inconceiv- 
of job of 
of jod and of life 

of the great msees of people. 

If Commmists considered the fight for peace merely a tactic, they could have 

it to avoid ostraciem and persecution 

» including prison and loss of jobs, anf constant slander as foreign agents and 

- Because they considered peace fundamental to the security and progrees 
people, during the height of the cold war and the anti-Communist 
crusade, and despite the bane and expulsions in the trede unions, the Comuniste 
constantly opposed the self-defeating foreign policy and ite accompaniments of re- 
action in domestic affairs. Together with other like-minded Amriocans, they fought 
for peaceful coexistence for they believed this ves the way to uphold the genuine 
national interests of the United States. 

In the past and today, the Communist opposition to the cold var policy of 
their government arises from real concern for the future of the country. Communists 
support the peace diplomacy of the Soviet Union and other socialist countries not 
because they are agents of these governments, or because they feel committed in ad- 
vance to anything socialist states may propose. The fact is that the Soviet Union 
existence, as is recognized by many non 
com @ national necessity for all countries. It is the recognition of thie neces- 
sity by their ovmm government that American Commmists consider the principal task 
in the fielé of foreign policy. They support all staps or aspects of policy which 
move in that direction. 

Obviously, the advocates of peace in the 
who recognise monopoly and imperialien as the so 
Commmiste expound their own views on the matter 
for the cold war cannot be permitted to stand in 
struggle for peace on the broadest common grounds. The Commmists therefore adopt 
as @ tactical orientation the policy of common action and wmited front with all 
@lemente -- no mtter of what clase or political ideology -- that agree on initial 
steps to end the cold war and on the necessity of a new long-range national policy 
of peaceful coexistence. 

Together with others in the labor movement, the Commmists have opposed the 
policy of the dominant trade union leadership in support of the cold war and nuc- 
lear arms race, as detrimental alike to the interests of labor and of the nation. 
They vill continues to fight in labor's ranks for a policy of peace based on inter- 
mational labor solidarity, total disarmament, curbing monopoly's drive for mximum 
profits at home and ebroad, full employment in e demilitarized peace economy, and 
recognition of the principles of non-interference in the domestic affairs of other 
mations, national independence against imperialism, and co-operation for peace with 
the socialist countries. vr 
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COMMITTEE EXHIBIT NO, 5 


3._Competition Between the Two Syetems 


Competition between the two world systems of capitaliem and socialiem is the 
earmark of our era, The outcom of thie competition determines the course of 
World history in thie period. Commmistes believe that under the new conditions | 
the inter-system competition can and should be actively kept within peaceful 
bounds, in the common interest of all humanity and in the national interest of 
every nation. Furthermore, they believe that there can and should be positive 
cooperation betwean capitalist and socialist countries to settle world disputes 
by negotiations, to achieve total disarmament, and to increase trade and cultural- 
Scientific interchange among them. 


Such cooperation can prove to be mutually advantageous, Under conditions of 
active peaceful coexistence, present-day socialist society can proceed mre effect - 
ively and more swiftly to create the economic level at which commmisem can begin 
to emerge. In 8 communist society, as Marx said, together with the all-sided de- 
velopment of the individual, the production forces also will grow, and all the 
sources of social wealth will flow more abundantly, On thie basis society will 
be able to inscribe on ite banner: “From each according to his ability, to each 
according to his need." All stepe to eliminate intervention and hostile pressures 
from the capitalist world will enhance among the socialist countries themselves 
the process of cooperation according to the principles of their society. Togeth- 
er, they will develop, more fully and freely, planned proportional development, 
realized through mutual help and fraternal cooperation in the form of an interna- 
tional socialist division of labor, specialization and coordination of production. 
Accordingly, they will better be able to realize the proclaimed aim of entering 
into the higher phase of commmist society more or less simultaneously. 


Cooperation to assure peace and the extension of trade and cultural-secient- 
ific interchange will also serve the best interests of the American people. Under 
present-day conditions, and in view of the trend of world development, peace is 4 
national interest of the United States, the recognition of which by all sections 
of the populstion and all classes has becom a mtter of national necessity. In 
addition to this overriding interest, such cooperation leading to total diearm- 
ment offers an effective means of relieving the burden of unemployment, taxee and 
inflation, of developing our science and technology for peaceful rather than de- 
structive purposes, and of reducing the influence in our national life of milit- 
S@riesm and other reactionary forcee which are nourished by a war psychosis. 


Cooperation for peace and releted aims develope within the framework of « 
fundamental competition between capitalist and socialist societies, the basic 
Principles of which are diametrically opposed. Active peaceful co-existence pro- 
vides the opportunity for the fullest, freest and non-violent working out of thie 
historic competition, in ite many aspects and pinses. Active peaceful co-exist- 
ence cannot help but have an important influence upon the national policies of 
both capitalist and socialist nations, and even upon certain aspects of internal 
development. But each social system, essentially, will continue to develop in 
accordance with ite objective laws, and each nation, moreover, along the lines of 
ite peculiar historical background and structure. 


It would, therefore, be erroneous to consider peaceful competition as pare- 
mount to the suspension of social conflicts, to the muting of the clase struggle, 
and to the freezing of world relations. On the contrary, inter-system competi- 
tion is 4 dynamic condition, iteelf the outcome of the conflict of forces at home 
and on & world scale, and in turn leading to further changee in the world struct- 
ure. There is no ground for the supposition that competition between the systems 
implies in any manner the stabilization of capitaliem. The status of capitalism 
is determined essentially by its own contradictions, which operate in the direc- 
tion of the eventual replacement of capitaliem by socialiem. The present trend 
of world development leads to deeper contradictions within the capitalist system 
and toward a still more acute phase of the general crisis of the system. 


At he present time in the United States, there is beginning to take shape 
two principal and opposing views with respect to the competition of systems. On 
the one side, there are powerful monopoly and reactionary forces which present 
competition from the socialist world ae a threat to the United States, and attempt 
to use this alleged threat as a pretense for an all-round attack upon the living 
standards, democratic liberties and peaceful aspirations of the great mJjority of 
the American people. These forces would continue the cold war, and to that end 
they obstruct and oppose all stempe towards a national policy of peaceful co- 
existence. On the other side, there is the view that competition between the 
systems should be turned to the advantage of the American people for the purpose 
of gaining new ground to improve the conditions of the people, preserve democracy 
and further the cause of peace, Communiste share this viev. 
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Ae much as the Communist Party would like to see the United States com out 
the victor in the peaceful competition of systems, this cannot be realized as 
long as the United States remins capitalist. Due to the economic lead held by 
the United States, it will be able to remin ahead of the Soviet Union, the lead- 
ing socialist nation, for some years. In the longer run, however -- and this my 
well be within a decade or so -- a capitalist United States will lose the compet- 
ition, as the USSR emerges as the leading world economic power, with the highest 
level of the economy and with the greater production per person, resulting in 
higher standards of living, culture, education, science, and of the individual's 
personal security and freedom. Thies ie because socialism is proving iteelf able 
to exceed the American rate of economic growth by three or four tims, to mke 
much more rational use of its production and of science, and to plan its develop- 
ment along balanced lines. 


But the mere fact that in the long run capitalism will lose the competition 
with socialiem, and is already beginning to lose it in some essential respects, 
does not mean that the road to progress is closed for the United States, In truth, 
if monopoly ie permitted by the American people to exploit the competition of 
systems for ite own exclusive narrow interests not only will the conditions of 
life in the country deteriorate in every respect, but peace iteelf will be endang- 
ered. Thus the very possibility of keeping inter-system competition within peace- 
ful bounds depends, to a decisive degree, upon the regeneration of those forces of 
democracy and progrese in the United States that can limit and impede the free 
play of monopoly in our economy and in government. The present world structure, 
and the direction of world events, are favorable to such a revival, 


Communiete take the view that the wide gap in the rates of growth as between 
capitalism and socialiem can be narrowed, to the benefit of the American people 
and to world peace, as the result of the regeneration of the democratic miss move- 
ment. Monopoly capital creates ite own obstacles to economic growth, which are 
built into the system, and moreover, mere economic growth under capitalism is not 
necessarily translated into social progress, as under socialism, To counter-act 
the retarding influence of monopoly and to assure benefits to the people from nev 
economic advances, an 4ll-round struggle against monopoly is necessary to curd its 
power in the economy and in government, to impede the drive for mximum profits, 
and to obtain the maximum economic growth possible under present-day capitalism. 
This means a struggle of all our democratic forces, and especially labor, for a 
full-employment peace economy, for defense and extension of democracy, and for 
structural reforms that will limit the power of monopoly and increase the power 
of the popular forces to intervene in the direction of the economy and of govern- 
ment 


In our society, an accelerated rate of growth can be achieved only. in spite 
of monopoly and in the fight against it. When big businese can operate at 4 
profit at less than half capacity, and when it can gather in an increasing share 
of the surplus produced in the entire economy, monopoly has no incentive to raise 
the tempo of industrial growth, If the economy lags at 4 stagnant level, using 
only & part of existing capacity, this is not due to faulty economic policies; it 
ariees from the very nature of monopoly capitalism. If the economy is to approach 
& condition of full production and full employment under conditions of peace, there 
will have to be mich more redical interference with the prerogatives and privi- 
leges of monopoly than most reform programs envision. Monopoly will have to be 
fought, counter-acted, ite mode of control and operation severely restricted -- 
all of which can result only from great struggles of the people. 


American monopoly attempts to met the competition of world socialiem at the 
expense of the Amrican people. Communists believe, and attempt to convince every- 
one concerned, that the American labor and democratic movement must com to under- 
stand the relation between the frustration of imperialism in the world and the 
curbing of monopoly at home, if they are going to overcom the stagnation and de- 
cay arising from monopoly, and thus open the road to the rapid growth of which our 
country is capable. 
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COMMITTEE EXHIBIT NO, 6 


4, The Current Struggle and the Socialist Aim 


Commmiste have always held, and believe today, that the decisive question 
of the struggle for socialism is the transfer of state power to the working class 
and ite allies. This has taken place in different ways, according to the specific 
circumstances of the country and the times. The Soviet form of the dictatorship 
of the proletariat was the product of the revolutionary struggle against tearism 
end capitaliem in Russia, After World War II, the working clase and ite allies 
came to power in Eastern Europe and then in China and other Asian lands as the 
result of a struggle and under conditions radically different from those of the 
Socialist Revolution of 1917 in Russia, The states of people's democracy which 
cams into exietence took on the function of the proletarian dictatorship and ful- 


In the present period, in the new world relation of forces, many new varia- 
tions my emerge slong the road to the transfer of power to the working clase and 
ite allies, as well as in the ensuing form of proletarian rule, Already early in 
the postwar period, the U.S. Commmist Party -- as well as the Britieh, French, 
Ttalian and others -- sev in the new world situation then emerging the possibil- 
ities of a peaceful democratic struggle for socialiem. With the further grovth 
of the forces of peace, democracy and socialism, the XXth Congress (1956) and the 
12-Party declaration (1957) expressed prevailing vorld Communist opinion when they 
emphasized the prospecte for a great miltiplicity of forms, including the poesib- 
ility in a number of countries of « parliamentary transition to socialism, without 
civil wer. 


These new prospects of advance to socialiem are inseparable from the struggle 
to prevent another global war, In conmection with the Seven-Year Plan of the Sov- 
fet Union, the XXIst Congress (1959) raised the bold prospect of not only prevent- 
ing war in the period ahead but, going beyond this, the elimination of the war 
danger, even while part of the worl4 remins capitalist. The very struggle by 
the peace forces the world over to realize such possibilities stimulates social 
Progress; further successes in the fight for peace would greatly favor the forces 
of democracy and socialien. 


As countries recently freed from colonialism or fighting its remmante take 
the socialist path many new features will be revealed. Certainly, still other 
new features will be displayed ae cowtries of highly developed capitalism and a 
Gemocratic political structure advance toward socialism. 


~ 


Whatever new features ani forms appear, the only new stage of society poss- 
ible in the United States is socialism. The recent history of Amrican capitaliem 
fully demonstrateep Lénin's basic’ conclusion that imperialiem or monopoly capital- 
fem ie @ stage of capitalion,the highest or last stage. Monopoly is not 4 super- 
structure built upon free-competition capitalism; it is the very structure of 
present-day capitaliem in the United States, although still retaining many ele- 
ments of the earlier free-competition stage. Monopoly grew out of free competi- 
tion, increasingly replaced and subordinated it, and transformed the structure of 
the economy. It is therefore impossible to go back to a free-competition, non- 
monopoly stage of capitaliem by removing monopoly from capitaliem. The “removal” 
of monopoly oan result only in the next stage of society, socialiem. 


The highest level of productive forces possible under capitaliem ie reached 
in its monopoly stage, and the United States demonstrates the very high level to 
which they can be developed. But by the same process, the concentration of mon- 
opoly power is also pushed to the extrem, thereby building up the actual and 
potential tendency of monopoly to restrict the development of the productive 
forces. Thus is accentuated in a particularly mrked form the basic contradic- 
tion between the ever growing potential of the forces of production and the re- 
strictive role of the capitalist relations of production, This contradiction can 
be resolved decisively only by freeing the productive forces from monopoly capital, 
60 that they can be utilized fully for human betterment and social progress. And 
thie must of necessity entail a fundamental social transformation which abolishes 
the capitalist relations of production, founded on private ownership of the basic 
economy and on the exploitation of labor, and establishes socialist relations of 
Production, based on public ownership and the abolition of class exploitation. 


Accordingly, there oan arise no intermediate stage of American society in 
between present-day capitalism and socialism. Therefore, the new forms and feat- 
ures that my arise on the road to working-class rule in this country would not 


be associated with some nev intermediate form of society, as seen by reformien 
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or revisioniem--such as a crisis-free and monopoly-free "new capitalism” in the 
form of a perfected "Welfare State," or some mixed sooiety which is neither cap- 
italist nor socialist. 


However, the Marxist view that intermediate stages of society are impossible 
in the United States establishes only the long-range perspective, Marxists must 
recognize the need for stages or levels in the development of the mss movement 
during the entire period before socialism which are related to the concrete econ- 
omic, social and political issues for which the people fight in present-day soci- 
ety. They should also fully appreciate the role of actual and developing strug- 
gles for social and structural reform by the working class and the popular forces 
as they seek to secure peace, defend and extend democracy, achieve Negro freedom 
and safeguard living conditions, 


Accordingly, @ distinction must be made between the immediate program,which 
pertains to the entire period of struggle against monopoly, and the long-range 
program, which relates to the future transition to socialism. No wall existe 
between the two, either in theory or in life, A definite relationship existe not 
only in time (immediate and long-range), but integrally. The way in which the 
struggle against monopoly proceeds, the role of the working clase and ite success 
in forging and leading strategic alliances, the political form in which the anti- 
monopoly coalition or united front against monopoly is expressed--all this affects 
the particular approach toward working-class rule as vell as the manner and the 
shape of the socialist solution. The way in which this country embraces socialism 
will be decided not only by the particular social crisis in the future from which 
socialiem will emerge and by the world situation at the tim, but aleo, and per- 
hape decisively, by the progress of the struggle for peace and democracy, and the 
political form this assumes, in the period now before us. 


The central objective of the immediate program of the Commmiste ie related 
both to the immediate struggles and to the long-range goal. It arises from an 
outetanding chayacteristic of the American development. This is the historic lag 
in the class, political and socialist consciousness of the working class as com- 
rete with tle very high level of mterial readiness of the country for socialiem 

the high productivity of the economy combined with the complex social integration 
of laboy). The overcoming of thie lag is a process, and it would be entirely shem- 
atic to see it as @ series of stages culminating in the final stage of socialist 
ewareness, The level of maturity of the working clase ie a product of diverse 
factore acting simultaneously: changes in the objective situation at hom and 

tn the world, the initiative of monopoly, the struggles of the workers and popular 
forces against offensives of reaction, the influence upon them of socialist pro- 
grese and national liberation in the world, the strength and the capacity for 
leadership of the working clase party, The wity of the working clase and ite 
emergence as an independent force are achieved in struggle, in the course of which 
the workers get rid of various illusions about capitalism, overcome opportunism 

in the labor movement, mature their political vanguard party, and move into lead- 
ership of the entire nation. But this cannot take place all at once, It is more 
or lees 4 lengthy procese, and is necessarily closely linked with the tasks and 
issuee of the period. 


The tasks and isoues of the present period revolve around the questions of 
peace, democracy, Negro rights and economic security, with peace as central to 
all-others. These tasks are democratic in content because the struggle for their 
realization involves as @ common denominator the defense and extension of democ- 
racy and can result in significant social progrese under present-day conditions, 
Such advances can be made, providing the working class leads the struggle, jJoin- 
ing in action and alliance with the Negro people, the mes of farmers, and the 
urban middle strata. In the Communist view, the interection and merging of such 
struggles move in the direction of a united front against monopoly, which is the 
main barrier to peace and social progress, and the prime source of reaction and 
the war danger. Such a united front ie y, for poly can and will be 
curbed and ite strength undermined only if it ie confronted with a powerful united 
front movement deeply rooted in the working class, which ie the leading social 
force. Such a democratic united front against monopoly, the Communists believe, 
would have to act politically, and it needs a party new in substance, independent 
of monopoly. Such @ people's party, embodying the leading role of labor and giving 
political expression and direction to the common anti-monopoly etruggle, would 
strive to win political power and move toward a people's government. Such is the 
comprehensive objective of the immediate program of the Communists, corresponding 
to the democratic tasks of the period, 
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The objective of an anti-monopoly people's government certainly sums up the 
fundamental movement for peace, democracy and social advance in the period ahead. 
Its achievement would amount to a redical shift in class relations favorable to 
the working people and to the realization of their democratic and economic aims. 
At.the same time, it could open the way to the basic shift of state power to the 
vorking class, as leader of the nation, and to the establishment of socialist 
society. 


In the scientific Marxist sense, the ultimte strategic aim of the working 
clases is historically determined by the inevitability of socialism and by the 
role of the working clase in ite achievement, New features and forms will no 
doubt arise in the course of the hard struggle against monopoly, and may be of 
utmost importance in determining the manner and shape of the basic transfer of 
political power. However, the substance of such a change is that the working 
class in the end must emerge as leader of the nation -- that ie, it must become 
the ruling class in order to establish socialism. At one or another phase of 
social advance and in such forms as will be created by the struggle iteelf, the 
working class will be faced with the necessity of leading the nation in the estab- 
lishment of @ socialist government in order to defend and consolidate the people's 
gains, Thus, the advance toward a people's anti-monopoly government and the eoc- 
ialist goal are interlinked in their development, just as the democratic tasks, 
brosdeus3 anf exteuied with the progress of the struggle, flow into the sucialiet 
tacks. 


Seen in this historic perspective, the process of anti-monopoly struggle in 
the period ahead and the forms of alliance and political ection produced by it, 
including the advance toward a people's government, prepare the vay for the basic 
shift in clase relations which will permit the working class, together with ite 
allies, to solve permanently the general crisis of capitalism. In relation to 
this long-range objective, the struggle to curb the monopoly power and the de- 
mande reised with respect to this immediate aim are of a transitional character. 
They are transitional because the curbing of monopoly to be effective and lasting 
must lead to the elimination of monopoly. As experience has:shown, even signif- 
icant social reforms and advances cannot be considered as permanent gains as long 
@s6 monopoly retains its power. Such gains under certain circumstances my even 
serve to safeguard the outmoded social system against more fundamental change. 
Even if monopoly is momentarily restrained politically, it seeks to regain what- 
ever economic positions it may have lost and full political power at the expense 
of democracy and peace, Therefore, in the end monopoly will have to be removed 
from both its economic and political positions, thus opening the way to som. 
form of working class rule and the socialist transformation of society. 


Such an approach to the relation between the anti-monopoly struggle andthe 
socialist aim is basic to the position of the Communist Party, as the party of 
socialism, as the party which stands for the fundamental transformation of soc- 
iety. It provides the perspective for a successful struggle against monopoly 
under present-day conditions, as distinguished from the old middle class dream 
of @ return to free competition or the reformist Utopia of collaboration with 
monopoly to remke capitalism, both of which must end in futility. 


In the period before us, the democratic transitional demands are uppermost 
and decisive, and the struggle for them can lead to significant social advance. 
In this period, the fundamental task of the working class is to build the dem- 
cratic united front against monopoly, that will fight for peaceful coexistence and 
will oppose U.S. imperialist intervention abroad, apply and defend the Bill of 
Rights in all ite aspects, strengthen and enrich the representative institutions 
within the Constitutional system, put an end to Jim Crow, restore and strengthen 
full trede union rights. Such a democratic front, sparked by the labor movement, 
would fight for full employment in a peace economy, defend the positions of the 
emall and medium farmers and urban middle classes, and seek the extension of 
social legislation in all fields. It would seek basic structural reform aimed at 
completing the democratic revolution in the South and at subjecting large private 
industrial end financial monopolies t> the democratic controls of the people. It 
Would have to rely upon the large mss organizations of labor, the Negro people, 
the farmers, the youth and all working people, and must win the allegiance of all 
middle sectors by defending their interests against monopoly. It will have to 
be & movement around which working men and vomen, all the underprivileged and 
victime of discrimination can rally with confidence. 
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Certainly, the possibility for a dynamic democratic revival and for progres- 
sive changes oan be realized by such a united front of the popular forces, Such 
democratic struggles for social and political reform will mture the clase forces 
and alliances capable of defending the people's gaine and of carrying the movement 


Commmiste seek to participate in all struggles, united actions, and coali- 
which seek to curd the monopoly power. Broad sectors of the people, includ- 

» may for som tim retain faith in capitalism as a system, from which 
they divorce monopoly, although they correctly see it as the min enemy. As lab- 

to lead the united struggle against monopoly, joining forces with the 

,farmers and urban middle strata, the forces and alliances are built 

development tend politically to isolate monopoly from the nation. 

opment can create a new relation of class forces in which the working 


emrges in ite independent and leading role. 
to place the democratic demands for curbing monopoly in 
such a way, as will advance the wmity of 
the united front against monopoly. Thies is 
for the immediate common program of 


forvard, 
class 
the 
the 
peace, democracy and economic security. 
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COMMITTEE EXHIBIT NO, 7 


5. Defense and Extension of Democracy 


The Commmist Party advocates a democratic road to socialiem 
itical and economic struggles of the Amrican people within the deve 
Vitalized constitutional process. 


Capitaliem cannot be reformed into socialism, the transition from one 
other being @ social revolution -- that is, a basic change from capitalist 
ialist relations of production, The Commmist Party fights for conditions that 
Will lead to a peaceful transition to socialiem because this is the preferable 
and the least painful method of basic social transformation, and because it be- 
lieves that a peaceful road to socialiem can be opened by the struggles of the 
People under the new conditions that have emerged in the world. 


The possibility of realizing such a road to socialism depends upon a complex 
of inter-related factors, domestic and international. The most important, at this 
time, in creating the conditions for peaceful transition ie the struggle for the 
defense and extension of democracy. Commmiste see this as the crucial theme of 
the period before us. The progress of thie struggle affects most immediately and 
directly the prospects for peace and for economic well-being, and it can be the 
basic factor in establishing and defending the conditions for a peaceful transi- 
tion to socialism in the future. 


The reactionary tendencies which have come forward in the United States since 
the end of World War II are a warning that once again powerful monopoly circles 
seek & fascist-type solution. The Cold War has led to the rapid militarization of 
the state, marked by an almost total fusion of very top monopoly vith government 
administration and of high military circles with the big corporetions, An almost 
imperceptible change in the inner functioning of the state is occurring, expreseed 
Principally in the mushrooming of power in the executive branch, where peak mon- 
opoly is firmly entrenched, and moreover with ever mounting secrecy on government 
operations under pretect of "defense," In this protected domain, there is a pro- 
liferation of new groups and agencies which are subject to very little congression- 
al comtrol and more and more take over the governing of the country. Far from 
challenging this wholesale usurpation of ite powers, particularly in the crucial 
decisions affecting war or peace, Congress iteelf launched assaulte upon the demo- 
cratic liberties gusranteed by the Constitution, This trend, sustained by contin- 
uing concentration of monopoly power in the economy and in government, threatens 
by the gradual process of undermining and encroachment to deprive the represent- 
ative institutions and the Constitutional process iteelf of any real democretic 
content, 


Defense of bourgeois democracy ie itself becoming the issue leading to great 
social and political struggles, Democratic legality ie under attack from the 
Right -- sometimes hidden, sometimes open -- and this attack has to be repuleed 
and the trend toward a fascist-type state has to be blocked if the democratic 
road to social progress is to be kept open in the United States. 


Thus, it is incorrect to view the fight for democracy merely as & tactic, 
and this was never the Marxist view, It ie true that democracy is limited under 
capitaliem, because bourgeois democracy is based on class exploitation which 
severely restricts the democratic rights of the workers, the Negro people, and 
other unpropertied or oppressed groupe. It ie aleo true that the complete and 
manifold realization of democracy can com only with the abolition of class ex- 
Ploitation and the establishment of real majority rule under socialiem, while 
universal equality will be established only when all classes disappear under 
commmism, the higher stage of socialiem. But this does not mean that Commmiste 
have & negative or neutral view vith reepect to democracy or the form of state 
under capitalism. Our form of bourgeois democracy and of republican government 
bas provided a particularly free and wide basis for the clase struggle, in the 
course of which the people have been able to win significant social gainst against 
the resistance of entrenched wealth and reaction, Monopoly domination of the 
state now threatens to choke off these freer forms of struggle, by replacing the 
democratic content of the system vith an authoritarian content, while retaining 
only the outward shell of the democratic institutions. Communists consider the 
struggle against this entire reactionary trend and the need for the revival and 
extension of democracy, as an integral part of their immediate program for peace 
and better living conditions, as well as for socisliem in the United States. 


The struggle for the democratic way is a multi-clase question, requiring an 
all-sided, vigorous opposition to the authoritarian trend. Labor is thrust into 
the very heart of the struggle by the monopoly attsck upon ite righte and condi- 
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tions , while tho Negro people -in: their battle for righte granted by the Con- . 
stitution, impart a powerful stimulus to the fight for democracy in generol, The 
leeding social forces in the fight to preserve and broaden the democratic road 
are the working class, the working farmers, and the Negro people -- their tend- 
ency is to fight for democracy without limit because they need it to obtain 
economic security and freedom. But ae the monopoly power grows it seeks to 
convert the state more and more into ite own exclusive domain, from an organ of 
the bourgeoisie as a whole into a total monopoly state. The farmers, the urban 
middle strata and other non-monopoly sectors of the capitalist class, are thus 
shut off increasingly from significant participation in government, and with an 
effective united front struggle by labor many of these sectors will also fight 
for democratic advances, 


In the Commmist view, the fight to preserve and enrich the democratic way 
in the present society has a direct bearing upon the form and functioning of the 
socialist state that will follow, It is irrelevant to take as & model for social- 
ist democracy in the United States the experiences of the dictatorship of the 
proletariat in the Soviet Union during ite first decades, when eurrounded by 6 
hostile capitalist world it had to industrialize from a very low economic level 
or die, The United States will go socialist under different conditions. The 
remrkable progress made by the USSR, despite the unfavorable circumstances dem- 
onstrates the strength and vitality of socialism. But the advances to be mide 

by the Soviet Union in the decade ahead, when ite mterial conditions and stand- 
ard of living will approach and then exceed those now prevailing in the United 
States, will provide & more comparable situation. Certainly, the full flowering 
of socialist democracy upen a high economic level should indicate mre directly 
the real potential of socialism in the United States as well. 


Whether thie country, which has been so unusually well favored by historical 
circumstances over 4 long period, will be as fortumate in the future, depends 

essentially upon the ability of the working people, the great mas of the nation, 
to preserve and carry forward our rich democratic tradition, giving it 4 new rev- 
olutionary content and perspective. 


In the past, Marxiste thought that the forms of the bourgeois state and of 
bourgeois democracy would have to be discarded by a socialist state, But recent 
experience has shown that many of these forms, with appropriate structural change, 
can be taken over by the socialist state, and imbued with a new class content. It 
ie therefore entirely possible that the American Constitution and the government- 
al system based on it, if these are preserved, improved, and enriched with greater 
democratic content by the struggles of the people, will provide the form of the 
American socialist state, once power has paseed into the hande of the vorking 
clase and its allies. In fact, the separation of powers and the Federal struct- 
ure, once they are made completely responsive to the popular will, may be very 
well suited to the needs of mJjority rule, direct democracy, and encouregement 

of popular initiative, side by side with Federal planning under socialism. The 
checks and balances provided by our Constitutional form and Federal-state rela- 
tionship, thoroughly democretized by socialiem,may provide an effective mans of 
preventing bureaucratic abuses and overcentralization of powers, 


In the period ahead, the fight for democracy can well lead to important 
structural reforms in the governmental system. Originally, the triangular system 
of checks and balances was devised primrily to prevent the capture of government 
by popular majorities, Asa rule, the system worked, except in times of crisis 
and popular upheaval when a combination of the President and a popular Congress 
registered important democratic and social advances -- as in the years of Jeffer- 
son, Jackson, and Lincoln, and aleo for a brief t at the beginning of the 
second New Deal of F, D, Roosevelt. At certain times the Suprems Court, at others 
Congress, and sometimes the President played the major role in stemming the popu- 
lar tide, As a day-to-day tactic the popular forces must perforce oppose the 
policies of one or another of the three branches, depending upon which at the tim 
ie obstructing progress. But 4 more fundamental perspective is required if labor 
and the people are to revive the democratic content of the Constitutional form 
and mke it serve their needs. 


Certain structural reforme in the governmental system which have been pro- 
posed before are still valid, such as the popular election of all judges, elim- 
ination of the electoral college in favor of the direct election of the President, 
and possibly the abolition of the Senate or at best depriving thie presently un- 
representative body of the power of veto over the House. Other measures which 
would strengthen the democratic procedures include proportional representation, 
the referendum and the power of recall, reform of the committee and seniority 
system and democratization of the rules in both Houses, In the Federal relation- 
ship, the States should be deprived of the power to nullify national social leg- 
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ielation and Constitituional righte (such ae desegregation of the schools, the 
right to vote, social security, righte of labor to organize), and the powers of 
the Federal government should be enlarged to establish minimum national require- 
ments in such fields. These and other much-needed structural political reforms, 
however, can be brought about only by & resurgent popular democratic movement. 


The main orientation of labor, the Negro people and all people's forces 
should be upon revitalizing and strengthening the representative legislative 
bodies -- Federal, State, and local -- as the mest direct channel for popular 
Pressure upon the other two branches of government and as the mane of obtaining 
the maximum popular rule possible under the present system. In the present Con- 
etitutional framework, the Legislature can be mide to serve as the people's "check 
end belance” against monopoly, which is most deeply entrenched in the greatly ex- 
tended Executive branch, and to open the way for placing the government administ- 
ration, as well as the Judiciary, beyond the control and grasp of the monopoly 
oligarchy. Congress -- and the State and local representative bodies -- must be 
transformed into really popular institutions, leet monopoly and reaction destroy 
their democratic potential, leaving them a withered shell, while the people lose 
confidence in democratic government because it fails to satisfy their deminds and 
needs, thus providing the soil upon which fascist movements can thrive. Thies is 
the course of political struggle for the pressing needs of the people, for the 
safeguarding of their gains and of peace, which will keep the democratic way open 
for social progress. The miss movement needs democracy to extend broadly the so- 
cial legislation and labor gains already won and to gain new social reforms. 


A Gecisive basic social reform which can impart ea powerful stimulus to pro- 
gress is the completion of the democratic revolution in the South, Notwithstand- 
ing an entire period of capitalist development in this region, and the migration 
of millions of Negro toilers from the land to the cities North and South, the 
Gemocretic tasks which the Civil War and Reconstruction left unfinished impere- 
tively demand solution today. The remants of slavery --the plantation, segrega- 
tion, and reciem -- still provide the principal source for Dixiecrat reaction 
which, allied politically and otherwise with monopoly, bas kept the South a back- 
ward region, opposed and obstructed all steps toward Negro freedom, and barred 
advanced legislation and action nationally. 


A general democratic transformation of the South will restore full civil 
righte and liberties for all, establish representative government throughout the 
political structure -- from the community to the Federal regim: -- and enforce 
desegregation in the schools and in all other public institutions, housing and 
services. Revolutionary in content ie the struggle for the Negro right to vote 
end for full representation and participation in government because it means 4 
redical change in the political structure of the South, which will have progres- 
sive impact throughout the nation. Integrel to such a change ie & basic agrerian 
reform that will eradicate the last remants of the plantation-sharecropping sys- 
tem and its offshoots into the rest of Southern economy, and redically change the 
class relations on the countryside where parasitic landlords still keep large 
Negro mijorities in a form of semi-feudal dependence. The rapid growth during 
recent years of the Negro vorking class as part of the U.S. working clase as 6 
pg Provides a new and solid base for carrying through ths democretic revolution 
in South, 
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COMMITTEE EXHIBIT NO, 8 


6. Curbing the Monopoly Power 
Reforms that would curb the economic as well as the political power of mon- 
opoly were sought by all the popular anti-trust movements of the past, which 
were largely under radical farm and middle-class leadership. The old trust- 
busting program, beginning with the Populist revolts, sought to halt or reverse 
the rise of monopoly from free competition. The New Deal reforms of the 1930's 
recognized that monopoly was here to stay but sought, by government regulation, 
to prevent abuee of economic power. Both series of reforms vere absorbed by mon- 
opoly capitaliem and turned to ite own advantage. The anti-trust laws, in fact, 
operated in such a way as to sustain the giant corporation as the distinctive 
form of Amrican industrial and financial monopoly, rether than the cartel-type 
combination characteristic of other countries, The regulatory measures becam 
functions of state monopoly capitaliem -- the means by which the corporations 
regulated themselves through state administrative agencies, also facilitating 

the merger of government and corporate personnel. Both series of reforms had 

the effect of stemming the popular anti-monopoly movements of the tim, and 
diverting them from attempte at more fundamental structural reforms -- like 
nationalization of the railroads in the earlier period and nationalization of 

the banks in the New Deal ere, 


In the present period, when labor's needs and demande impart a decisive con- 
tent and direction to the anti-monopoly movement, & common program for curbing 
monopoly power must rest on different principles. These are determined primrily 
by the fact that under present-day conditions the technological revolution, on 
top of the intrinsic instability of the economy, is creating a new layer of pern- 
anent unemployed as the typical form of impoverishment in a high-level monopoly 
society, with serious threats to the conditions of all workers. Thus is shown 
that big investments in new technology, expanded production and a higher national 
income do not in themselves lead to progress. In order to have social progress, 
these have to be translated into the elimination of unemployment and poverty, and 
into the great improvement in masse living conditions made possible by the new 
techniques of production in agriculture and industry. 


Technical progress and greater productivity are utilized by monopoly to 
realize maximum profits through more concentration, decreasing the number of 
workers in production, intensified speed-up, undermining the conditions and 
status of the workers, and weakening the unions. Labor is not opposed to new 
technology and greater productivity, for these are essential to progress, but it 
is opposed to technical progress at the expense of the workers. Only the class 
struggle can transform technical progress into social progress. Under present 
conditions, the struggle for full employment in a peace economy becomes the dynam- 
ic force of economic and democratic progress. It was only under speciel circum- 
stances -- as during war, post-war booms and extraordinary military spending in 
peacetime -- that capitalism was able to provide anything approximating @ condi- 
tion of full employment. 


To achieve a condition of full employment without war or the threat of war 
should be the aim of all economic and democratic struggles against monopoly. 


Advances in thie direction entail mc.e radical interference with the opera- 
tions of monopoly than is involved in remedial social legislation, although this 
too has to be fought for constantly, and if pressed to the full can also lead to 
basic changes, Actually, all etruggles for economic and democratic advance must 
collide with and set up obetacles to the drive of monopoly for maximum profit, 
which in our society bas the force of the central law determining the very exist- 
ence and operations of monopoly. The struggles of the working people and the 
strength of the labor movement have prevented the unhampered sway of this law from 
driving living standards down to subsistence levels for large sections of the 
people. The further strengthening of the trade unions and the development of the 
people's struggles on a broad front can eave large numbers of workers from perm- 
anent unemployment and obtain better living conditione. If the inherent tendency 
of monopoly to permanent unemployment, economic crises, authoritarian rule and 
Aggressive expansionism is to be impeded, the economic and democratic struggles of 
the workers and all people's forces must seek to curb monopoly by encroaching on 
its powers, weakening and undermining its economic and political positions, and 
move in the direction of its elimination. 


A labor and people's anti-monopoly program should seek to curb monopoly prin- 
cipally and simultaneously along three lines, (1) It must seek to force greater 
concessions from monopoly through the state in the form of remedial legislation 
and social welfare, hand in hand with fringe benefite won by contract negotiations. 
(2) It should aim at blocking and impeding the free play of monopoly competition, 
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rather than restoring the old form of free competition, as was the case with 
earlier programs. (3) It must recognize that government economic activities 
@re & permanent feature of present-day capitalism which the mee movement must 
attempt to utilize for the purpose of wresting more basic concessions from 
monopoly, including structural reform in the corporate-state system that will 
weaken the positions of monopoly in the economy and in government. 


I. 


Labor has always fought for a greater share of the social product at the 
expense of profite through the shorter work week and higher wages. A new ad- 
vance along these lines is made imperative by productivity unemployment and 
increasing job insecurity as a result of the new technical revolution and the 
instability of the economy. At the same time, labor and the progressives have 
always fought for fringe benefits and social legislation that would offeet the 
social evile arising from capitaliem. Every mjor advance on this front has 
been achieved only as the result of great mes struggles. Today, also, deminds 
such as the shorter work week, compensation for the full period of unemployment 
and an extensive public works program, if they are to be won require great mss 
struggles. Because of the enormity of the problem of economic security in pres- 
ent-day capitaliem, legislative action must reach into a broad field -- basic 
tax reform in favor of the people, higher minimum-wage and other pro-labor laws, 
enlargement of the social security system, all-sided and enforceable anti- 
discrimination provisions, establishment of a public health system, greatly in- 
creased public housing for low-income families, adequate youth and education 
facilities, and other necessary welfare measures. The fight for this kind of 
reform has been traditional with the lebor movement for many decades. But in 
the recent period, after the legislative victories of the New Deal era, labor 
has concerned itself with winning new social benefits largely through contract 
negotiations, which affect only the organized workers and leave the mjority with- 
out these benefits. New conditions require that in addition to defending exist- 
ing labor legislation and besides the struggle for fringe benefits, thefabor 
unions assume energetic leadership in the fight for broader social legislation 
as well, 


While supporting every possible social welfare measure and every improvement 
in the conditions of the workers that can be obtained, Marxists believe that 
these cannot be considered as the final aim of the working clase movement. Gen- 
erally, such reforms deal only with the symptoms and the evile of capitalism and 
fail to challenge the basic causes of unemployment and inequality. The broad 
masses fight for such reforms in the hope that they will lead to country to gen- 
eral conditions of democracy and economic equality. While it is true that vic- 
tories won by such struggles can lead to an era of progressive reform, and to 
real improvements, they do not add up to ea new social order. Social and remedial 
legislation, although legimimate aims of the working class movement, do not alter 
the ownership of the means of production nor do they affect the sources of incom, 
even if concessions my involve something of a redistribution of income. Such re- 
forme, accordingly, cannot be considered steps to socielism, which involves a 
basic transformation of society. Nor can they be viewed as creating a "welfare 
state” devoted to social well-being capable of overcoming crises and inequality. 


The myth of the welfare state in the era of monopoly and imperialiem arose 
from the need of the modern state in all advanced capitalist countries to extend 
the field of social legielation under pressure from masse movements, and in view 
of the successes of the socialist world, in order to preserve the system in the 
midst of general crisis. The so-called welfare atate ie still a monopoly state, 
and it functione to preserve monopoly capitalism. The social benefits it wae 
forced to concede have become as necessary to its continuation as the other 
economic activities characteristic of the modern state. Even when monopoly is 
forced to grant social benefits againet ite will, it tries to delay them as long 
as possible, to keep them to the minimum, to pare them down later, and to mke 
the workers pay for them through taxes and other charges against wages, so that 
& constant struggle is required even to retain concessions that have been won 
and to reduce the wage-earners' share of the cost, While granting benefits 
speringly and grudgingly, monopoly and ite supporters try to turn the necessity 
of making concessions into a virtue by claiming that capitaliem has become 4 
welfare society. They exploit what was forced upon them by the mise movement in 
the first place in order to divert that movement from more fundamental demande. 
There are also other reasons why the modern state needs certain social legiela- 
tion, such as minimum sanitation, health and educational standards to assure 
efficient labor. And at times monopoly will prefer state social benefits rather 
than wage increases or fringe benefits because they need not come out of profite. 
But the main significance of welfare benefite to the monopoly state is that they 
serve &s ineurance against basic social change. 
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Social benefits are a form of ransom which monopoly must pay to maintain ite 
power, but the difficulties of the system, the strength of the modern labor un- 
ions and the ever new successes of the socialist world tend to increase the mg- 
nitude of the ransom, And the trade unions -- because by nature they can do no 
more than fight the symptoms, while seeking a more favorable share for wages out 
of the surplus produced by labor -- must continue to press for an extension of 
the welfare functions of the monopoly state. This characterizes the present 
course of the anti-monopoly movement. Communiste participate in and support all 
economic and democratic struggles aimed at enlarging the area of social benefits. 
But even at a high level, thie movement can end in frustration and its victories 
can be absorbed by monopoly capitalism, unless the working clase presses for more 
redical masures of reform that are directed at the very causes of unemployment 
and inequality. The main distinction between reformiste and Marxists is that 
while the former believe that capitaliem can be remade into a welfare society, the 
latter see the struggle for reform not only ae @ means of improving the immediate 
lot of the people. The struggle for reform ie also the means by which the workers 
and broad masses of the people come to see the limitations of capitalism and the 
necessity of socialiem, and at the same time build up their strength and allianc- 
es for bringing about a basic change that will remove the need for concessions 
from monopoly because the working people will becom the rulers of society. But 
the entire labor movement will have to go through education in struggle, in the 
form in which it presents iteelf here, to arrive at the position where the move- 
ment for remediel measures will be transformed into a movement to change the 
basie of society. 


II 


High level unemployment appears side by side with large capital investment 
in new machinery, extensive unused capacity, and rising prices. These seemingly 
contradictory phenomena arise from the monopoly structure of the economy, and 
more specifically, from the monopoly form of competition. While superseding free 
competition, monopoly does not exclude competition between the big corporations, 
but only changes ite form, At the very bigh level of monopoly in the United 
States, thie new form of competition hae given rise to particularly sharp antag- 
oniems within the dominant monopoly sector of the economy, and between it and the 
non-monopoly sector that still tries to operate on the old competitive basis, 
which is considerably restricted and dietorted by the all-ervading influence of 
monopoly in the economy as a whole. 


The central motive force of monopoly competition is the drive for maximum 
profite, rather than the lower average rate of profit determined by the free 
market of pre-monopoly capitalism. By virtue of their dominant position in key 
sectors of the economy, a few big corporations are able to peg prices for given 
commodities at levels high above value, and sustain them even into periods of re- 
cession, Because of the essentially anarchic, planlese nature of the capitalist 
economy and ite cyclical character, monopoly cannot have absolute control over 
prices, and therefore administrative price setting will not always be effective, 
particularly in a deep and general crisis. But monopoly hae the effect of minim- 
izing sharp price fluctuations, keeping them ae 4 more or lese rigid framework 
within which the race for profit proceeds among the giants. In this form of 
competition, maximum profits are sought primarily by reducing unit costs within 
a high price structure, and this is achieved by increasing productivity and the 
exploitation of labor, and also by driving down the cost of raw materials sup- 
Plied by the non-monopolized sector at home and colonial areas abroad. 


It ie thie form of competition, together with the accumulation of huge re- 
serves, that essentially accounts for considerable teclmical progress in the 
post-war years, contrary to the expectation that monopoly under 411 circumstances 
would lead to stagnation in technique. This view was always mistaken. As Lenin 
showed, even during @ period of world capitalist decadence, uneven development 
might result in the progress of capitalist production in one or another country 
while it declines in others. And it is hie analysis of monopoly competition 
which explains why, in the special postwar circumstances, monopoly was compelled 
to undertake technical innovations in production in practically all leading capit- 
alist countries, even if unevenly and chaotically, and even if they are not de- 
veloped to the fullest extent, 


But technical progress under monopoly has serious consequences for the 
people. In the past, a reserve army of unemployed was needed by capitalism for 
the expansion of production, This was supplied in this country by immigration 
from Europe and later by the migration of Negro workers from the plantations of 
the South, by the importation of Mexican and Puerto Rican labor, by the meeive 
displacement of farmers from agriculture, by the recruitment of women into the 
labor force and from the various middle strata displaced by monopoly. Under the 
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new technical conditions, expansion of output can be provided to a much greater 
extent than before by the widespread use of the new technique rather than from a 
labor forse which has now grown to-enormous proportions. A high level of unem- 
Ployment, with no prospect of jobs within the present monopoly structure, is 
becoming & permanent characteristic of American society, whatever the level of 
economic activity. 


So drastic a change cannot take place without arousing the opposition of 
workers who have become surplue and of the employed workers who face a similar 
fate, particularly those who do not enjoy the advantages of seniority or hold 
marginal jobs, like the Negro workers (among whom unemployment is at least twice 
8 severe 4s among other categories), the women and the youth, But it is aleo 
characteristic of this situation that the semi-skilled and skilled workers in 
industry are being downgreded or rendered surplus by new machinery and the re- 
Sllocation of industry. The will to struggle for the right to work is mounting, 
with great pressures upon trade union leadership for action. The labor movement 
will have to develop a comprehensive struggle on a broad front to translate the 
great increase in productivity resulting from the new teclmique into the shorter 
work week and into increases in wages and reduction in prices which are made pos- 
sible by the drop in production costs. 


While greater efforts will have to be made to win wage-hour demands, fringe 
benefits and new social legislation whenever possible, this will no longer suffice, 
The labor movement should never lose sight of the immediate economic demande of 
the workers, and always extend the struggle fer them, but it is also necessary 
to have a labor program that simultaneously will seek to interfere directly with 
monopoly competition in order to counteract ite disastrous operation. By contract 
negotiations as well as legislative action, labor needs to press for direct part- 
icipation in decisions involving the investment aid production policies of manage- 
ment, as they affect introduction of new teclmiquee, working norms and pace of 
work, labor costs and the work week. 


Thie will be necessary not only to assure adequate procedures for the re- 
classification, retraining and reallocation of displaced workers. For this 
Problem will become unmanageable unlese at the same time democratic controls are 
established over production norme and the rate of introduction of new machinery, 
including the construction of new plante and the reallocation of production which 
are used by the employers to evade contract provisions by placing automated fact- 
ories in umorganized and low-wage areas. Reductions in the work week without cute 
in weekly wages should be fought for in direct relation to control of automation, 
so that a reduction neither in the work force nor in real income should result. 
To achieve these ends and to protect the status, conditione and health of the 
workers, particularly from the effects of speedup, labor will also have to fight 
for workers' participation in the management of production at the job and plant 
levels. 


A program for labor's intervention in the inevestment policies of monopoly 
and for workers' participation in control of production has nothing in common 
with the idea of People's Capitaliem, which is fostered by monopoly to mollify 
the class struggle and to offset the influence among the workers of the socialist 
countries, where technical progress of a very high order is expressed in social 
progress. People's Capitalism, the "new capitaliem," or “capitalism without 
capitalists” and similar ideas attempt to found themselves on the alleged "man- 
agerial revolution,” the "income revolution," and the "welfare state." Actually, 
whatever share the managers of industry have been able to get in ownership has 
not altered to any significant degree the functioning of monopoly capitalism or 
ite drive for maximum profits. All the claims to wider stock-ownership, even the 
extensive participation of the middle strata in the frenzied stockmrket specula- 
tions, and the most subtle scheme for employee stock-sharing, cannot hide the es- 
sential reality of monopoly control and the further concentration of ownership. 
Nor do they change the fact that in the recent period of extended boom the total 
incom of the lowest three-tenths of U.S. incom: receivers has actually declined, 
while the share of wages in national income has grown only elightly if at all, 
despite the greater strength of the unions. Instead of illusory stock-string 
schemes, which do not change the realities of class exploitation a whit, labor 
must seek through class struggle an increasing share of profit in the form of 
wagee under conditions of full employment in peacetime. And thie requires direct 
labor interference in the operations of monopoly, including encroachments upon 
ite property rights and privileges. 


Such encroachments must include also labor's intervention in the fixing of 
prices, in ite own interest and in the interest of the broadest sectors of the 
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people. Through the pricing mechaniem, monopoly retrieves a part of wages, in- 
cluding the cost of fringe benefits, and takes an increasing share of surplus 
value and earnings produced in the non-monopoly sector, while trying to convince 
the public that high wages and social expenditures by government are responsible 
for inflation, Actually, the rise in the price level is a long-term trend of 
monopoly capitalism, and has been constant since World War II, Huge military 
expendutres, which exceed by many times government epending for social benefits, 
and certain monetary and fiscal manipulations accentuate thie trend, and at tims 
can even be the prime causes for a new price inflation. And conversely, even if 
military spending remins high, the use of monetary and fiscal measures to fight 
inflation might help bring on a depression, 


As a matter of fact, monopoly competition within a high price system is a 
prime factor making for crisis because it increases unemployment, hampers higher 
production levels since it can assure large monopoly profits even when operating 
much below capacity, and reduces purchasing power. Such wage increases 4s labor 
is able to win lag behind ite rise in productivity, with the result that monopoly 
is able to realize higher profits, since the decline in wit costs even at low 
production levels more than offsets the wage rise. Instead of passing on to the 
consumer its share of the benefite of greater productivity, monopoly uses wage 
raises as a pretext for raising prices, and by blaming labor seeks to create 
antagoniem between the unione in monopolized industries and the rest of the pop- 
ulation, 


To counteract the disastrous effects of monopoly competition as well as the 
anti-labor propaganda of big business, labor should use its strength to impede 
the upward price trend, with ite threat to the real wages of 41l workers and its 
crisis-provoking effects. Since prices in the monopoly sector have becom pri- 
mrily an administrative matter, the strong unions in this sector are in @ posi- 
tion to press for a lower price policy through contract negotiations, together 
with control of automation,the shorter work week, higher wages and other benefits. 
But since prices affect society as a whoe, labor should seek united action with 
other people's forces for the establishment of a system of democratic controle 
over prices through government action. 


Such regulatory and financial agencies which already exist and are charged 
with controlling public utility, transport and other rates in the public inter- 
est, but which have in practice followed the monopoly high-price policy, should 
be reconstituted to assure the direct participation of labor and people's organ- 
izations, At the same time, new government measures should be sought to permit 
democratic controle over monopoly prices, not as a means of freezing wages, but 
hand in hand with controls over the rate of introduction of labor-saving mach- 
inery with the aim of preventing the permanent displacement of workers from pro- 
duction, 

Technical progress, expanding production, full employment, lower prices 
and & general all-round improvement of living and social conditions -- so often 
proclaimed as the aim of welfare capitalism -- cannot’be provided in the present 
society. Only socialist society can provide them simultaneously and permanently, 
as inherent laws of its development. A powerful working clase movement, leading 
& broad coalition against monopoly, can prevent deterioration of living conditions 
and gain concessions for the people by impeding the free play of the economic laws 
of monopoly capitalism. To raise the level of the struggle from one of "imped- 
ing" and of "gaining concessions" requires the advance to the struggle for soc- 
ialiem. . 


An anti-monopoly program that seeks to win the right tq work for all en- 
tails struggles on a wide front for structural reform in government as well as 
in industry. An all-sided political struggle, sparked by labor, will have to 
be developed to counteract monopoly domination of the state and to shut off 
vital areas of government from monopoly control. But such a program must take 
into account the nature of the modern state and its actual function. 


The major extension of state economic activities has occurred in this 
country since the great crisis of the 1930's. This represents a crucial advance 
of monopoly control over the state and not, as various reformists interpret it, 
the emergence of the state as an independent intermediary power which is supposed 
to impartially regulate the economy and to transform capitalism into 4 welfare 
society. State intervention in the economy has become a necessary function of 
monopoly capitalism, which cannot get along without it. But this does not mean 
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that the disastrous reactionary consequences of monopoly domination over the 
state cannot be averted by the united struggles of the people, through pressure 
upon the state and through independent political action. 


Actually, the state has very little control over production, even less here 
than in other capitalist countries. The major growth of state economic activity 
has been at the financial level, in the form of huge state expenditures which are 
associated with the expansion of all government operations and with a huge bureau- 
cracy, but especially with the militarization of the coumtry. The expansion of 
8ll forms of government spending, and particularly the gigantic military outlay, 
@rises not only from the international contradictions faced by imperialism -- 
which U. S. monopoly tries to solve from “positions of strength" -- but also from 
the internal contradictions and especially from the efforts of monopoly to prevent 
another crisis like that of 1929, of which it is in mortal fear. 


An anti-monopoly program should aim at safeguarding the people from the con- 
sequences both of the arms build-up and of a threatening economic crisis, Heavy 
Qrme spending, by stimulating capital investment, served to sustain and prolong 
the high level of postwar economic activity and was the principal factor in pre- 
venting the recessions of thie period from deepening into severe crisis, although 
it was not the only factor. Aside from ite role in serving world expansionist 
ims, monopoly prefers military spending, rather than social welfare expenditures, 
because of the huge guaranteed profits in government war contracts and the stimul- 
us provided by thie form of spending to greater concentration of economic power 
ind to firmer monopoly control of the state. 


But armament outlays by government, with their cold war preseures end war 
dangers, and constant inflationary effects,is not the only way to stimulate capit- 
@l investment and economic growth. Government spending devoted to constructive 
economic development and to social welfare can also serve to counteract crisis 
symptoms and to hold off a severe depression. This becomes imperative because 
permanent militarization carries with it the danger of war and of fascist-type 
development within the country. Furthermore, the shift to the new weapons is 
having effecte within the war sector of the economy similar to automation. Mis- 
Siles and similar weapons require huge capital investments in instrumentation, 
without the mss production and large numbers of workere needed for conventional 
arms. While placing a heavier tax burden on the people, the new arms production 
is displacing vorkers from war industry and does not have the sam anti-crisis 
effect as the old war production. 


A people's anti-monopoly program should seek to shift the weight of govern- 
ment spending to constructive social purposes, that will have the effect of count- 
erecting crisis symptoms while reducing the heavy burden and the dangere of arms 
spending. Labor and a broad democratic front ought to fight for government spend- 
ing policies that are directed to such constructive purposes as the solution of 
the unemployment problem, economic development of the South and other underdevel- 
oped and marginal areas, housing and metropolitan development, education, science, 
and other pressing peacetime tasks. 


The frustration or curbing of monopoly expansion abroad by the progrese of 
socialism and of national liberation, and the emerging possibility of averting 
war within the new world structure, present new opportunities to the anti-monopoly 
forces within the country for effective struggles to shift the emphasis from mili- 
tarization of the economy to its peacetime development. Hand in hand with the 
struggle for a policy of peaceful negotiations to end the cold war, there has to 
be a struggle for an alternate domestic policy of peacetime economic development 
end of trade with all coumtries. Under conditions of economic competition between 
the two world systems, the terme of that competition can be turned to the advant- 
age of the Amrican people by a united and growing struggle againet monopoly which 
seeks to curb ite power and to impede ite freedom of action against the people. 
Peaceful economic competition between the two systems will not of itself change 
the motivation and operetion of monopoly capiteliem. But socialist progress and 
policies by the force of example generate pressures upon the domestic policies of 
monopoly, which the labor and democratic forces should exploit to exact greater 
concessions from monopoly and to advance toward basic social changes. 


Proposals for structural changes in the corporate network and in go¥@fmment 
economic fumctions which have as their aim the curbing of monopoly should be di- 
rected principally at dismantling the peak financial interest groups -- like the 
Rockefeller, Morgan,du Pont and Mellon empires. Their control cuts across indus- 
trial, financial and commercial lines, without regard to the actual function of 
their investments in production and distribution. Command of vast accumulations 
of capital (whether in the big banks and insurance companies or in the industrial 
corporations) permits those peak monopoly groups to dictate policies with respect 
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to investment, production, labor, prices, credit, and foreign aid, through govern- 
ment and through their own institutions. It is this commanding position in the 
economy that gives the top monopoly groups power over the nation and serves as 
their base for aggressive expansion abroad, with the consequent dangere of war. 


Thies area of top monopoly control should be the principal target of the 
struggle to decentralize and dismantle the centers of corporate power, rather 
than the big and integrated production unite themselves. Large-scale production, 
with ite advanced technology and efficient organization of all the elements of 
production, represents a high level of social labor, which is a permanent achieve- 
ment. Monopoly now uses it to obtain maximum profite through the exploitation and 
robbery of the people; under socialism, large-scale production would be taken over 
by the nation and used for the maximum benefit of the people. In this historic 
sense, monopoly control is temporary and teclmical progress ie permanent, and 
therefore the former, despite ite great present power, is subject to structural 
change by the action and preseure of the people. 


However, this does not mean that a fetish should be made out of preserving 
large-scale production in all instances. In order to advance the freedom of the 
Negro people and democratic development of the South, for example, the large 
semi-feudal plantation units should be broken up and divided among the croppers 
and tenants. Or, in order to save masees of farmers from eviction, an anti- 
monopoly program might seek to limit the size of landownings and restrict the 
scale of integration and contract farming. Similarly, restrictions may be sought 
upon the merger of industrial operatione when it leads to the elimination of small 
and medium enterprise and the further concentration of monopoly control in the 
peak groups. In defense of democracy and public morality, considerations of ef- 
ficiency should not stand in the way of breaking up monopolies in all means of 
mass culture -- like the newsprint industry, newspaper chains, television and 
radio networks, and movies. Nor will the people worry about efficiency when a 
peace policy requires the dismantling or complete reconversion of armament ind- 
ustries. 


The participation of labor, community and people's organizations in old and 
new regulatory agencies and basic reform of the tax system would be important 
steps towards establishing democratic controle over monopoly operations. But 
these would not amount to structural reform of the state-corporate system unless 
they lead in the direction of important nationalizations. The previous signific- 
ant structural change was the emergence on 4 wide scale of government intervention 
in the economy during the 1930's, which monopoly at first opposed but then turned 
to its own advantage. The next significant series of structural reforms is in 
the realm of nationalization, which labor and the people must seek to turn to 
their advantage. 


The public services -- such as electric and gas utilities, railroads and 
airlines, and telecommunications -- are not only particularly profitable means 
of mulcting the public but have also become centers of high financial control 
which are used by monopoly to extend ite sway over branches of the economy depend- 
ent upon these services. While fighting for a system of democratic controls over 
rates in the interests of the people and the non-monopoly consumers, & people's 
united front should presse for government ownership when this is required to re- 
organize and improve these services while reducing rates. When they are locally 
controlled they should be transferred to the states or to the municipalities. 


The entire field of housing and the interrelated problems of city and sub- 
urban planning, schools and cultural facilities, highvaye, metropolitan transport, 
and the location of industry now require urgent solution and can no longer be left 
to the localities. Their solution requires a high level of government planning -- 
Federal and State -- if the necessary resources are to be gathered and if public 
necessity is to rule over the private real estate interests and bankers, But 
government planning will serve primarily these same intereste unless labor and 
the people's community organizations intervene energetically, ineisting upon their 
participation in the public boards, agencies and owning authorites set up for 
these purposes. 


The resources of the Federal Government should be used to bring about 4 
structural reform of Southern agriculture by dividing the semi-feudal plantations 
into farms for the former croppers and tenante, while encouraging the all-around 
industrialization of thie underdeveloped region and building adequate school, 
health, and housing facilities, Basic reform of the tax system, in addition to 
shifting the burden from the low-income families ~nd medium business to the rich 
and the big corporations, should provide for the use of the taxing power to in- 
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duce new industrial growth in the South, as well as in the depressed areas. If 
the big employers can now use the tax system to mke the people pay for their 
new equipment and plant, an anti-monopoly united front should seek to use the 
tax system to mke the corporations redirect their investment in such a fashion 
ae to reduce unemployment and assist regional development. 


An effective anti-monopoly program should favor government ownership of new 
industries resulting from scientific inventions which have been developed under 
public auspices, like atomic energy and outer-space missiles. Efforts to de- 
nationalize the section of the atomic energy industry now under government owner- 
ship by turning over atomio power development to private corporations should be 
stopped. Instead, the entire industry -- from raw materiale to the finished 
product--should be nationalized and developed as 4 government-operated enterprise 
for peaceful purposes. Industries that depend primarily upon government contracts 
-- like airplane and missile manufacture -- should be taken over and operated by 
the government. 


Giveaways of national resources should be halted. Public lands and the rich- 
es cortained therein -- oil, other minerals, forests, water power -- should re- 
main in Federal government ownership and be developed in the public interest by 
government enterprise. The development of water power, navigation, rural elect- 
rification and irrigation, as well as soil and timber conservation and other 
associated activities should be pursued on the TVA model, but with direct labor 
and community participation on the management boarde. 


Mergers and amalgamations which would result in further concentration of 
economic power in top finance-capitalist groupe should be prohibited. Big firms 
being forced into bankruptcy or merger should be taken over by the government, 
while the position of small and medium enterprise on the land, in industry and 
in commerce should be defended by government-backed measures providing equal ac- 
cess to credit, raw mteriale, patents, cheap motive power, as well as marketing 
aids and other measures that would defend and improve the position of the non- 
monopoly sector in relation to monopoly in any industry. Government controls 
should be established over monopoly foreign investment and trade to prevent ite 
interference with the sovereignty of other nations, while foreign trade channels 
should be opened to small and medium enterprise, which, unlike the monopolies, 
do not seek strategic control of foreign resources and exclusive domination of 
markets and spheres of influence. 


These and other anti-monopoly measures should move in the direction of the 
nationalization of monopoly property, with compensation only for the non-monopoly 
stockholders, whenever monopoly obstructs the immediate objectives felt by the 
People as necessary to their welfare. Confiscation of property in the public 
welfare hae taken place in this coumtry before. When the Tories obstructed in- 
dependence their property was confiscated, When the counter-revolution of the 
slavemasters was defeated their property in slavee was confiscated, and the 
country ie still suffering from the failure to confiscate their landed property 
@s well. When monopoly obstructs social well-being and peace, its property 
rights should also be subject to forfeitu~e. This revolutionary doctrine ie 
deeply rooted in our history; it has historical, social, moral and aleo Consti- 
tutional justification, and a social necessity of its own for the present period. 


Nationalization by the bourgeois state does not of iteelf mean socialism. 
Only when power has passed to the working class and ite allies does nationalized 
property become common ownership by the people, and only then is it possible to 
transform state economic measures into real social planning for the people's wel- 
fare. Nationalization under capitalist conditions represents important basic 
changes in structure, reflecting and accentuating the contradiction between the 
very high level of social labor arising from the extreme complexity of modern 
industrial society, on the one hand, and the restrictive, outmoded form of pri- 
vate ownership, especially in monopoly property, on the other, The level of 
nationalization in a highly developed monopoly society is indicative of the de- 
gree to which society is becoming umable to operate in the old way, but it does 
not yet signify that the basic crieis of transformation into a new society hae 
been solved. Nor do measures of nationalization in themselves necessarily repre- 
sent an advance to socialiem, a sort of step-by-step evolution. In one sense 
can they be considered an aid to socialism: Capitalist state economic interven- 
tion, including nationalization of production, make the transition to socialiem 
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easier -- once power is transferred to the working clase, That ie why capital- 
iste have a mixed apprcach to all extensions of state economic activity, welcom- 
ing such measures when they are needed to serve their interests and at the same 
time fearing them as omens of the future. 


The actual role that bourgeois nationalization playe in given circumstances 
is determined by the level of independent development of the working class and 
people's forces, the clase composition of the government, and the world fram- 
work, When monopoly is in complete command of the government, and the opposing 
clase and people's forces are insufficiently developed, nationalization can be 
made primirily to serve reactionary purposes -- politically, in strengthening 
the monopoly state apparatus and choking democracy;economically, in accelerating 
the concentration of monopoly power; in world affairs, in heightening the danger 
of war, On the other hand, state economic intervention and nationalization can 
also be made to serve the interests of the people if by their economic and demo- 
cratic struggles and their independent political activity, building up 4 power- 
ful united front and popular coalitions, they are able to intrude into government, 
curb monopoly power within the state itself, and wrest from it fundamental con- 
cessions, Under conditions of a resurgent mase demcratic movement, @ powerful 
combination of working class and people's forces with a mJjority in Congrese and 
control over the Administrative branch can advance toward transforming all state 
economic activity into socially progressive measures by eliminating monopoly from 
the economic and political life of the nation. 
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7. Clase and Strategic Alliances 


Recent swift changes in the class composition of the American people broaden 
the potential scope of the united front against monopoly, and also present new 
Problems with respect to clase and social alliances. 


Within a few decades, and at an increasing tempo since World War II, the 
American people have become @ nation overwhelmingly of wage-earners. Teclhno- 
logical change hand in hand with the growth of monopoly has accelerated the 
polarization of classes throughout American society. Far from creating 4 

“new middle class," as believers in the "new capitalism" contend, only 15 per 
cent of all those gainfully employed today are farmers, capitalists, businessmen 
and self-employed professionals. The rest are wage-earners, although with widely 
differentiated strata among them--from the extremely exploited farm laborers to 
the high salaried scientists and tecimicians. Employment in all categories is 
now @lso more concentrated within the orbit of the big corporations,whose de- 
cisione on economic and social policy affect directly the conditions of the mjor- 
ity of wage-earners and set the pattern for the rest. 


These changes have enhanced the potential role of the working clase as the 
leading force for social progress. But this role cannot be realized unless the 
labor movement seriously begins to solve the problems arising from these changes, 
and particularly from the radical shifts in the composition of the working class 
itself. These shifts arise both from the nature of the technical revolution in 
production and from the vast expansion of all functions connected with distribu- 
tion, marketing, financing and servicing of consumers’ goods, as well as the 
expanding operations of government and of corporation management. While the 
number of manual workers engaged in production tends to remain constant, even 

&s output rises, the non-manual and white collar sectors, especially the trained 
technical personnel, tend to rise rapidly. These new sectors of unorganized wage- 
earners, in addition to the older fields long neglected by the trade unions, are 
to a considerable extent capable of organization, the largest numbers being con- 
centrated in the trustified branches and in the government structure. 


The defense of the interests of the key sectors of the production workers 
and the advance of the trade unions require a new leap forward in the organiza- 
tion of the unorganized, of a scope and a sweep comparable to the labor upsurge 
of the 1930's which won for industrial unionism the decisive positions in the 
trustified mass production industries. Some of the old neglected taske--union- 
ization of the factory farms, of the expanding low-wage industries of the South 
and of the clerical occupations--now acquire a new urgency if the employers, in 
their effort to place the burden of autoration upon the manual production work- 
ers, are to be prevented from playing off against each other various categories 
of the workers in diverse branches of the economy. Nor can the unions continue 
to neglect the special problems of the Negro workers, of the women and of the 
outh leaving school to enter the labor force. The manifold and complex changes 
involved in the technical revolution and in the extension of monopoly and gov- 
ernment operations into the fer reaches of the economy demand a similar exten- 
sion of the organization and functions of organized labor, if it is to spark 
and lead a united front of the people against monopoly. Consolidating the 
decisive positions in the mass production industries where labor directly 
confronts peak monopoly, extending outward to include other important sectors 
of the workers in production, the unions will have to press forward to organize 
the vast body of non-blue-collar wage-earners. 


To meet the challenge of automation, it is imperative for the unions to 
solve the new problems cf organization arisirg from the rapid growth (more 
rapid than any other labor sector) of the force of technicians and scientists 
whose role in production has increased with the technological advance. Large 
numbers of clerical workers are also directly involved in the operation of the 

new technology. Misnamed the "slaried middle class" by bourgeois sociclogists, 
the engineers, scientists and other specialists are essentially wage-earners, 
directly connected with production. Highly paid, they tend in the majority to 
resist trade union organization, being corporate-minded and etrongly middle- 

class in their ideology. Their sense of privilege is heightened by the fact 

thet they have become the new aristocrats of production, enjoying incomparebly 
vetter conditions than workers on the line and greater job security. The imper- 
ative organization of this unorganized sector requires a trade union initiative of 
the first order, with a special, many-sided apprcach--ideological and political 
as well as organizational, and reaching into the educational system itself. For 
the institutions of higher learning have really become industrial vocational 
schools for the new technology. 
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In the strategy of the class struggle against monopoly, the alliance 
between the labor moverent and the Negro liberation struggle occupies the central 
rule, This is an outcome of the specific features of American historical develop- 
ment, which has organically linked the struggle for Negro freedom, including the 
democratic revolution in the South, with the striving of all working people for 
democratic and social progress. The very structure of American society and 
politics today, with ite historically evolved features, has provided monopoly 
with its chief ally--the Dixiecrat reaction, rooted in the remnants of the slave 
past. Thus, for the advancement of each and in their mutual interest, the labor 
movement and the Negro freedom movement are compelled to combine in united action 
againet the monopoly-Dixiecrat reaction. Since the Abolitionist movement, the 
fight for Negro freedom has been a central theme, at times the dynamo, of demo- 
cratic progress in the country. This is a permanent characteristic of social 
progress, reaching into the socialist future. Under present-day conditions, with 
the surge forward of the Negro in America for his full rights in every sphere and 
with the inepiring successes of the colonial liberation abroad, the Labor-Negro 
alliance is again the touchstone of democracy and social progress in the United 
States, 


Recent changes have greatly strengthened and broadened the base for this 
alliance. The weakening of the plantation economy of the South by capitalist 
attrition over many years, and especially in the postwar period, improves the 
prospects for its final eradication by the masse movement and for the elimination 
of Dixeicratiem as a power, both in the South and in national political life. 

By the same process of internal capitalist expansion which weakened the old plant- 
ation system, large sectors of the Negro peasantry have become workers, and they 
now comprise the majority of the Negro people. This has altered radically the 
class relations among the Negro people and has also strengthened the common class 
bond between labor and the Negro people as a whole. 


The effects of these changes are far-reaching. Within the working class, 
broader ground now existe for the process of integration and Negro-white unity, 
although here too a constant struggle has to be waged against race bias and for 
the recognition of the special demands of the Negro workers arising from their 
underprivileged position. Neverthelese, the rapid growth of the Negro component 
of the working class is bound to give a new powerful impulse to the integration- 
ist process, and is raising the possibility for the solution of the Negro national 
question along integrationist rather than separatist lines. This is favored also 
by the increased weight of the working class within the Negro liberation movement 
itself, offsetting the wavering middle-clase leadership and promising to give the 
moverent as a whole @ more militant and consistent direction. The Negro-white 
working class provides the possibility of firm cohesion between the labor move- 
nent and the Negro freedom movement, for a broad alliance which will encompass 
the entire Negro people and embody the combination of democratic and working-class 
objectives which mean social progress for the country as a whole. It remains for 
the organized labor movement to overcome ite serious lag with respect to the 
struggle for Negro rights, if it is to realize the great potential of the Labor- 
Negro alliance. 


Placing the Labor-Negro alliance in this central way should not lead to an 
underestimation of the role of the small and medium-sized farmers in the anti- 
monopoly united front. It is incorrect to think that mechanization together with 
monopoly concentration in agriculture is solving the farm problem. While the rel- 
ative role of agriculture, and particularly emall farming, in the economy 4s 4 
whole has declined further, the contradictions on the countryside have been ac- 
centuated, Classes among the farmers have been folarized to the extreme. The 
role of the factory farm, employing large numbers of wage-workers on @ seasonal 
basis, has grown rapidly. During recent years, the “revolution” in agriculture 
has thrown millions of farmers off the land, among them many Negro croppere and 
tenante who have migrated away from the plantation. Half of the remaining till- 
ers of the soil have been reduced to part-time or subsistence farming, while the 
family-eized commercial farmers, unable to compete with Big Business agriculture, 
are insecure in income and tenure. With the spread of vertical integration, many 
of the medium farms have become appendages to the big farm enterprises, and all 
of them are victimized by the processing, farm machinery and banking corporations. 
Whatever relief may be momentarily supplied by government subsidies and price sup- 
port, which make a premium out of reduced production and are of greatest benefit 
to the big growers, these measures cannot solve the crisis ‘of American agriculture. 


Accordingly, the mass of farmere are among the most anti-monopoly conscious 
forces in the country, with a rich background of third-party revolt against big 
business, Despite the fact that recent changes have reduced the relative weight 
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of the farmers in national politics, in important farm regions they continue to 
Play a key role in State politics and in Labor-Farmer coalitions. Since many 
farmers now work both on the land and in industry, the Labor-Farmer alliance has 
@ closer organic bond than previously and favors the organization of the agric- 
ultural laborers on the factory farms. In the South, the struggle for basic 

reform is of direct interest to the white as well as Negro farmers, for 
it is directed against those forms of tenancy and farm financing which have also 
increased the dependence of the poor white farmers on the large landowners, and 
@ democratic transformation would be in their interests. Because of their role 
in production and the insecurity to which they are exposed, the mass of farmers 
throughout the country can be powerful allies of the working class in the strug- 
gle against monopoly. ' 


Also as @ consequence of recent economic and social changes, a further dif- 
ferentiation has taken place within the bourgeoisie. As a tiny minority of super- 
capitaliste preempted wider sectors of the economy, the pressures upon the smll 
capitalists and businessmen increased. Many were displaced entirely, especially 
small business by the expansion of the giant chain-stores. Others were absorbed 
by the bigger corporations or themselves merged to meet monopoly competition. 
Still others are brought into dependence upon big capital ase suppliers of parte 
to large industrial enterprises, or through agency networks for mrketing heavy 
consumers goods, or by big business control over raw materials, capital resources 
and mrkets. Together with this, many self-employed professionals have been ab- 
sorbed as wage-earners within the corporate structure. The growing pressure upon 
the middle strata of industry and commerce may have been obscured by the specula- 
tive frenzy in which these sectors participated during the high prosperity years. 
But the old trend, which continued late into the imperialist era, of the constant 
recreation of small and medium enterprise is now on the ebb. While there are 
etill many exceptions, the overriding trend is toward the further displacement or 
subordination of the middle strata, with mounting antagoniems between monopoly 
and the non-monopoly sectors of the bourgeoisie. 


If the full potential of the united front against monopoly is to be devel- 
oped, the positions of the middle strata should be defended against Big Business. 
The emall and medium capitalists, in the non-monopoly sector, some of whom employ 
hundreds of workers in relatively big enterprises, tend to be as much anti-labor 
@s anti-monopoly. By supporting their concrete demands against Big Business, 
labor can, at least in part and on important issues, win them as allies, or neut- 
realize important sectors. As labor already does in some industries, the tactic 
can be further evolved of directing the min burden of the clase struggle against 
monopoly. With euch an approach it will be possible to build both the united 
front against monopoly and the trade unions throughout the economy. 


It is characteristic of the middle strata that generally they are afraid 
of basic social change, and especially of socialism. But the situation is such 
in this country, that a united front against monopoly in the period ahead also 
carries with it certain assurances for the future, as far as the middle strata 
are concerned. For in this country, the elimination of monopoly by socialist 
nationalization would immediately provide an extensive and adequate base for 
socieliem at a high economic level. Under such circumstances, small and medium 
enterprise on a private ownership basis could continue for some tim within the 
overall framework of socialist development and plamning. While monopoly offers 
the middle strate the prospect at any moment of sudden obliteration, socialism 
can provide a long period of adjustment and gradual socialist transformation, 
on @ voluntary basis, in the course of which they can play a constructive role. 


With recent advances in technology, the scientists and other technical 
Professionals have come to play a more important role in production. Together 
with thie, the educators and intellectuals generally have been made to serve 
the new needs of monopoly, not only in the preparation of the young generation 
but also in the complex superstructure of marketing and salesmanship which be- 
came necessary to big business. The misuse of the wonderful scientific discov- 
eries for destructive purposes, the gigantic waste inherent in the forced sale 
of anything that will net high profite, the insult to common intelligence and 
the moral decay inherent in high-powered and omnipotent Madison Avenue crusades, 
and the general vulgarization of all cultural values by big business civilization 
are creating & profound crisis in the nation's intellectual life. The Corpora- 
tion Man, sold body and eoul to monopoly, is the symbol of stagnation and decay. 
A -@eveloping anti-monopoly united front, sparked by a resurgent mass movement 
and initiating a democratic and cultural revival in the land, will exert a pow- 
erful attraction upon all categories of intellectual workers. They have a 
particularly important role to play in social progress, and the labor and pro- 
gressive movement needs to create an atmosphere in which they will feel at home. 
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8. Independent Political Action 


In the Communist view, the next major advance of independent political ac- 
tion will lead to the formation of @ labor-led people's party. Like meaningful 
advances of the past, it will be a product of sweeping economic and democratic 
mss struggles. It is impossible to foretell the exact form of euch a party, 
or the issues which will prove decisive in ite formation. But ite generel direc- 
tion and content may be indicated. If such a party is to serve effectively as 
the political expression of a broad democratic front of the People against monopoly, 
ite emergence would involve @ mase break-away from the traditional two-party system. 
It would have to be based firmly on the trade unions, have at its core a solid 
Labor-Negro alliance, and win the adberence of the mase of farmers and of the city 
middle strata. 


Since the end of the last century, the history of popular political action 
can be divided roughly into two periods, each with a characteristic form. Until 
the 1920's, independent political efforts by the people took the form predominantly 
of national and etate farmer-labor parties. Beginning with the Populists, these 
movements were led by radical farm and middle-clase forces. Although workers also 
participated, the main trade union leadership generally confined their political 
activities within the two-party system, following a primitive pressure policy of 
“reward your friends and punish your enemies." While the popular political revolts 
were directed against the entrenched money or monopoly power, Gompers and other 
early A F of L leaders set a pattern of class collaboration that was to plague the 
labor movement for decades to come. It wae not util 1924, in the presidential 
campaign for LaFollette by the Progressive Party, that the trade unions officially 
endorsed an independent third party. Thies represented an important transition 
from political revolt of the Populist type to third-party action of the labor type. 
Despite a high national vote (17% of the total) and significant regional successes, 
economic stabilization and the withdrawal of official trade union endorsement 
resulted in the rapid demise of the national party. 


These earlier movements were the product of mase protest against monopoly 
power in the economy and in government during the period of the rise and consol- 
idation of Big Business, Their programe included planks for government ownership 
of railroads, banks and enterprises engaged in the processing of farm products, 
es well as reforms intended to break up the truste and to protect the democratic 
righte of the people. While they also included various socialist tendencies, the 
onl) mass political movement which proclaimed socialism as the aim was that of 
the Socialist Party, with Eugene Debs as standard-bearer, in the years immediately 
preceding World Wer I. 


During the great mass upheaval of the crisis decade of the 1930's, popular 
political action was focused within the two-party framework, principally in the 
Democratic Party, However, it represented a Ligher form of political action than 
the narrow pressure policy of the old craft unions. With the formation of the CIO, 
industrial unioniem in the key mase production industries provided a more powerful 
base. In place of the old hit-or-mies action of labor, @ more or less coherent 
and united labor vote made itself felt in national and local politics. Within the 
Democratic Party, labor's political action committees operated as 4n organized 80- 
cial force, providing the staunchest support to New Deal reform, and with coneid- 
erable influence at times and in some places on choice of candidates. 


Although labor was not accorded a place in the official leadership of the 
Democratic Party nor among prominent candidates for public office, it was a force 
to be reckoned with, LIsbor operated within the party through an alliance between 
the unions -- specifically the Progressive wing, supported by the Left -- and the 
liberal wing of the Democratic Party. The alliance was directed mainly against 
the Dixiecrate and the city bosses. Where labor took an active part in politics, 
with wide rank and file participation, the old party machines were defeated or 
severely curbed. To an umeven degree, and with wide lapsea, labor also began to 
develop ite own political blocs with the Negro people and the farmers. In both 
respects, however, it lagged far behind the real possibilities, and left these 
alliances largely to the liberals. 


Side by side with and supplementing labor political action within the Democrat- 
te Party (in some regions in the Republican Party also), 4 number of state inde- 
pendent parties and political federations were formed or were revitalized at the 
height of the mass upsurge. Most significant among them were the American a 
Party of New York, the Minnesota Farmer-Labor Party, the Michigan Commonwealt: 
Federation, and the Washington (State) Commonwealth Federation. Their role my be 
considered intermediate as between the trade union political action committees and 
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genuinely independent labor parties. The Federations in effect becam special 
forms of the political action committees, while the labor parties constituted a 
more independent form of alliance with the liberal wings of the mijor parties. 
The American Labor Party was of special significance because at ite height it 
represented a gathering of unions with strong socialist tendencies and various 
currents, including Social-Democrate, liberals, left-wingere and Communists. 
Some sentiment for the formtion of a national lebor party @lso existed, but 
this was not generally accepted in view of the danger from the Right and the 
functioning alliance with the Roosevelt Democrats, who opposed steps in that di- 
rection, In any case, the advent of Worl War II put an end to any inberent 
tendency of this kind which my have developed. 


Pre-war political action by labor was a distinct advance over previous at- 
titudes in the trade unions, Although restricted within the old party fremevork 
and held within bounds by the alliance with the liberéle, labor did exert indep- 
endent political pressure as a cohesive social force and with a degree of polit- 
ical class consciousness, which attained greater quality in the independent state 
parties. Significant legislative victories and reforms were won by labor during 
this period, amounting to a leap forward in social welfare. 


At the same time, on the negative side, the great mee upheaval was safely 
channelized within the Democratic Party, which, under the strains of a profound 
crisis, again fulfilled its well established function in the two-party system. 
Ae the reform party under firm capitalist leadership, it gave concessions to 
labor in order to preserve the system, and carried through necessary changes in 
the state-corporation structure which enabled monopoly to weather the storm and 
gain & new lease of power. It is certainly true that labor's role during this 
period assured the defeat of reaction, contributed decisively to @ progressive 
rather than a fascist outcome from the crisis, and prepared the way for wartime 
national unity to defeat the Axis powers, However, labor failed to develop ite 
independent role in politics and in government to the extent necessary to oppose 
the growing power of monopoly. During the war, monopoly greatly extended ite 
positions in the economy and in the etate, and prepared the ground for the shift 
to the cold war and to reaction which followed World War II. 


Generally speaking, in the first cold war decade labor was rendered polit- 
ically immobile by the policy of the dominant trade union leadership. Together 
with the liberals, the labor leadership threw ite upport to the cold war and the 
arms race, succumbed to the anti-Communist crusade at great costs to labor's 
rights and civil liberties, and pursued a full-blow clase collaborationist 
policy. An effort was made by the Progressives and by the left wing in the 
labor movement to initiate a break-away from both old parties in the Wallace 
campaign of 1948. While effectively raising the peace iseve in the midet of 
the cold war, the movement failed to rally substantial support. The main body 
of the labor movement continued to support the Democratic Party, which managed 
to put up @ liberel front on domestic issues while pursuing a rampant cold war 
policy. Within a few years the remnants of the independent state parties col- 
lapsed or merged into the old parties. 


Labor continued to function politically largely within the Demcretic Party, 
through the action committees which had been established in the previous period 
of advance. This was carried forward by the merged AFL-CIO. Calle for 4 labor 
party were heard rarely within the trade unions, and then mostly as 4 form of 
pressure upon the Democratic Party leaderehip to obtain corcessions. Even so, 
this form of pressure indicated in what direction labor might be pressing in the 
next stage of political advance. 


By 1958, as economic and sociel issues which had been submerged or postponed 
in the era of cold war "prosperity" again came sharply forward, the working clase 
began to stir politically. The electione of that year showed that when in an 
economic decline labor's rights are directly threatened, it can put up an organ- 
ized and effective political struggle againet Big Business. While operating with- 
in the established pattern of political action, labor organized ite own campaign, 
against the state “right-to-work" laws, in some instances quite independently of 
the Democratic Party machine and leadership, with a consequent stimulation of 
extensive rank and file activity. In labor's campaign there was also a tendency 
to operate along a wider front together with the Negro people, the farmers and 
community forces, and to break out of the restrictive bounds set by the so- 
c@lled moderates in the Democratic Party and in the labor leadership. Greater 
emphasis upon lebor candidates was aleo apparent, Where labor political action 
was more aggressive it sought, in combination with the liberals, to take over 
the lower organizations of the Democratic Party, while also displaying consid- 
erable initiative toward the independent voters. 
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Although some promising tendencies appeared in this initial political react- 
ivization of labor, the new Congress with its continuing anti-labor, anti-demo- 
cratic and cold war policies, and particularly its failure to met the problem of 
unemployment, emphasized that labor would be handicapped as long as it failed to 
go beyond narrow coalition policies confined to the old parties. The issues of 
unemployment, democracy and peace are of such magnitude and depth that under fire 
of concerted Big Business attack labor will be impelled to seek mre effective 


political means than those provided by the old parties to curb the monopoly power 
and win basic reform. 


Recent social and economic changes in the country and in the relationship of 
the United States to the rest of the world affect profoundly the course and the 
form of the next political advance by labor and the broad mass movement. These 
developments are changing the grounds upon which monopoly was enabled over a long 
period -- principally because of ite favored world position combined with great 
internal resources -- to keep labor and popular dissatisfaction within the bounds 
of the two-party system. 


Throughcut the era of monopoly and imperialism, wars or war incitement 
played an extraordinary role in repelling and diverting into safe channels pop- 
ular political movements in opposition to monopoly. Four of the five mjor pol- 
itical revolts were headed off in this fashion -- the Populists by the first 
wave of imperialist expansion culminating in the Spanish-American War; the Social- 
iet and the Progressive reform movements of 1912-16 by World War I; the promise 
of expanding independent labor action during the New Deal period by World War II; 
the Wallace Progressive movement by the cold war, and ite remantes by the Korean 
War, In each case, the Democratic Party took over enough of the reform program 
from the political radicals to appease the revolt while becoming the government 
party during war or intensified war preparations. 


In the present period, as a consequence of the new world structure, U.S. monopoly 
no longer bas ite former freedom of action on 4 global scale. The progress of the 
socialist world and of colonial revolution, side by side with the crisis of world 
imperialism, create new possibilities for averting war, and thus for depriving 
monopoly of the opportunity to use war as & mans of blocking and containing 4 
new mise breakaway from the mijor parties. The contradictions of world capitalism, 
so to speak, are being centered in the United States. The conflicts arising from 
them, as monopoly seeks to place an ever greater burden upon the people, will tend 
to be fought out more and more within the country. The clase etruggle will grow 
sharper. As the true issues of competition between the two world social systems 
become clearer the workers will aleo become more radical, capitalism will not 
seem 80 rosy, and the old capitalist parties will be seen as a hindrance to social 
progress. 


Internally, the relation of the people's forces is more favorable to the emer- 
gence of an independent labor-led people's party than during previous periods of 
mass struggle. The wmions are far stronger and better entrenched in the key sect- 
ors of the economy. They are in a better position to express the demands of the 
broad wage-earning population and to lead a people's anti-monopoly movement in 4 
new wave of independent political action. As an established political force with- 
in the present two-party system -- with the beginnings of coalition with the Negro 
people, the farmers and dissident liberal elements -- labor is in 4 strong position 
to lead a breakaway from the monopoly-controlled parties, as the process of polit- 
ical realignment leads to the disintegration of the outmoded party system. The 
miss displacement of farmere, which ie countenanced and sustained by national pol- 
icy, has for some tim been rekindling the spirit of farm revolt, which under 
present conditions can find a positive outcome only in combination with the labor 
movement. As the city middle strata face the prospect of a deep financial crisis, 
on top of their increasing subordination to monopoly, they too would tend toward 
such a combination. 


During recent years another social force of great dynamic potential has come 
forward, and will play a decisive role in the alignment of people's forces. The 
Negro freedom movement is developing a strong political consciousness. In some 
respecte, it ie preseing more persistently than the labor movement for political 
action independent of both major parties. It tends toward independent local pol- 
itical action, on the basis of ite own organized forces, to elect Negroes to pub- 
lic office, and to press for full civil righte. The Negro people are more con- 
scious than other sectors of the limitatione and inadequacies of the old parties. 
They are inspired by the successes of the colonial revolutions, by the freedom 
victories of the colored peoples, and are keenly aware of the concessions that can 
be won in this country as a consequence of world pressures upon American imperial- 
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iem. In the developing economic and democratic struggles of thie period, the fight 
for democrecy in the South -- including unionization and basic agrarian and polit- 
ical reform -- will pley a key role, with profound repercussions on the traditional 
party system, as in national politics as a whole, 


The Negro freedom movement has a capacity of its own for independent political 
action, but it needs a sound and firm alliance with labor to be fully effective. 
It remains for labor to grasp this outstretched hand firmly in order to overcome its 
own political lag and to advance the interests of labor as & class. The combination 
of these two great social forces into a political coalition can initiate the next 
major political advance of the people. 


Even under conditions of @ new mage upsurge there may be strong pressures 
within the labor, Negro, farmers and people's movements to continue to operate 
politically within the Democratic Party as long as some immediate objectives can 
be obtained in this fashion. But this will be possible only up to a certain point, 
and then only if labor and other popular social forces are able to subordinate or 
subdue the Dixiecrats,city bosses and other reactionary elements. But the very 
Process by which this is done will accentuate the decentralizing and disintegrating 
influences within the Democratic Party, and hasten the realignment of political 
forces. The direction of this realignment, if it is to represent a permanent and 
real advance, must be toward breaking out of the limitations of the monopoly-con- 
trolled parties in order to create a party which labor can call its own and to 
which all populer and anti-monopoly forces will aBhere. 


An orientation of working within the Democratic Party with the objective of 
transforming it into a liberal-lebor party could well play into the hands of mon- 
opoly. The latter sees the Democratic Party as the alternate reform instrument 
to the Republican Party, which is the preferred party of Big Business and conserv- 
atism. If a labor party is to arise, monopoly would like to see it made safe for 
capitalism. The Democratic Party, under conditions of a new upsurge, may well make 
room for labor candidates if this is the way to stem a major breakaway and the 
rise of genuine working class politics. A narrow coalition policy, confined to 
work within the Democratic Party together with the tradeunion top bureaucracy and 
the liberals, amounts to looking backward and can be an obstacle to forward polit- 
ical action that will lead to a labor-led people's party. This advance will not 
be accomplished by missionary work at the top levels of the Democratic Party. The 
spade work will have to be done by the Left and Progressive forces down below -- 
in the labor movement, in the Negro freedom movement, among the farmers and in the 
communities, 


Whether the advance comes as a leap forward or as 4 slower process, & new 
labor-led party is likely to emerge as a many-sided development. It will be com- 
posed of varied currents and elements locally and on a national scale, seeking 
common ground in opposition to monopoly and reaction. These might well encompase 
labor and Negro political action committees, minority movements within the old 
parties including community clubs and entire local organizations, electoral blocs 
and coalitions of the labor-Negro and labor-farmer type, community united fronts, 
regional independent parties, various sociaiist and liberal tendencies and group- 
ings, and other new forms of political action that may arise. Political action 
committees of labor may operate on a broader scale than within the old parties, 
seeking to combine and lead independent political forces toward specific legislat- 
ive and electoral objectives. There my arise again various intermediate forms 
between the existing labor political action committees and fully independent 
parties, such as appeared in the New Deal days. Left and progressive elements in 
the labor and people's movements might seek to forcus these varied elements and 
currents upon the objective of a new labor-led party. The decisive turn in that 
direction would have to be made by the trade unions, as the central organized base 
for the new party. 


While such a movement will include various socialist currents, it is not 
likely to subscribe to socialist aims, nor does it now seem likely that a party 
emerging from it will adopt a socialist program, at least in its formative and 
early stages, Essentially, it might be a labor radical reform party, with e dem- 
sceratic anti-monopoly and peace program. It would include people and organizations 
with different views on social questions, but ready to unite and work together for 
@ common program of immediate demands. No one should be excluded because of their 
social philosophy, nor should such a party attempt to impose a single philosophy 
upon ite members and supporters. 
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Communiste should co-operate with all forces seeking to accelerate the process 
of political alignment leading to the mass breakaway from the monopoly-dominated 
parties and the formation of the labor-led people's party. They would expect to 
become an accepted component of such a party, according to the form decided upon 
for all, with the same privileges as other groups to advocate specific views, gen- 
uine working class politics and socialien.. 


The formation of a new labor-led mass party would constitute a great political 
advance and could win real victories for the people. Whatever limitations might 
in time appear in such a party, would have to be overcome democratically, and would 
no doubt involve further advances. It is not inevitable that the American working 
class, in the process of attaining maturity as a political and social force, would 
follow the pattern or the policies of the Labor Party of Great Britain. The Brit- 
ish Labor Party hase shown that labor reformiem, defending capitalism and becoming 
dependent upon it, is incapable of leading the nation out of a deep crisis. Com- 
muniste strive to assure a more effective labor-led people's party in the United 
States by fighting within the labor movement for independent working class politics, 
and for a party grounded on working class unity and pursuing a policy directed 
againet monopoly. 
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COMMITTEE EXHIBIT NO, 11 


2, The Problen of Clees Colleboret ion 


The min obstecle within the trade union movement to economic and democratic 
edvance is the class colleborsetionist policy which is prevelent in the leseder- 
ship, This policy rests primerily upon the opportunism arising from the reletive- 
ly high stendard of living for importent sections of the workers es e result of 
the continuing economic expansion of the United Stetes lete into the imperielict 
era, However, intermelly and on e world scale, the objective bese for this posi- 
tion is changing. 


The pettern of class collaboretion esteblished by the AFL et the dewn of the 
imperialist ere lested until the greet crisis of the 1950's, despite formidable 
challenge from left and renk and file movements, It took the form of collsboretion 
between the creft unions end monopoly, et the expense of the workers in the mss 
production industries, This pettern wes broken by the CIO, in the greet leep 
forward which brought the workers es en orgenized force fece to fece with top 
monopoly in the meses production industries. 


During the period of economic expansion which began with World her II, e 
policy of so-called cless pertnership became prevalent in the leadership of the 
industrial unions, This new pettern of cless collaboration wes besed primerily 
upon the long-term interest of monopoly to stabilize lebor conditions in the 
decisive tranches of production, so thet it could teke greetest adventege of the 
opportunities for maximum profit during the wer end cold wer periods. Significent 
concessions were meade to the unions on wages and benefits, while monopoly relied 
cheifly upon lebor-seving mchinery and speed-up to keeplabor costs down and 
mximize profits under conditions of rising prices, 


Although the unions grew in membership during this period, the "cless peart- 
nership” policy subordineted lebor's interests to the principel economic end 
political eims of monopoly. The consequences ere extremely serious, The most 
decisive sectors of the orgenized workers vere kept within the confines imposed 
by the prevelent policy, The unions were in denger of becoming ® component pert 
of the eleborete system of economic coordinstion set up by monopoly through the 
stete, They ere hamstrung by long-term union contracts and by the eleborete 
machinery of govermment-becked or supervised menagement-labor reletions, The 
capacity for independent economic end politicel action by lebor is greatly han- 
pered, The growth of business unionism and sll forms of corruption within the 
labor movement stifles trede union democrecy end restrains renk end file ectivity. 
The establishment over « period of more or less stable contractual relations be- 
tween monopoly end the m jor unions tended to discourege drives to organize new 
branches of industry or unorganized regions, especially the South, with the result 


— that unions feiled to pay proper attention to Negro end other underprivileged 
orkers,. 


Most serious hes been the support by the dominent lebor leedership for the 
muclear arms rece end the cold wer, which is et the heart of cless collaboration 
ee it has developed during this period. 


The hold of labor opportuniem depends directly upon the willingness end the 
ability of monoply to grant concessions, Without them, the "cless pertnership" 
policy would be umorksble within the framework of the traditionel democratic stete. 
The rich home bese of U.S, monopoly accounts to a lerge degree for its ability 
to grant concession when confronted with e powerful lebor movement. But this 
maneuverebility also arises from the fevored world position of the United States 
throughout the imperialist ere. Particularly in the period since World Wer II, 
when U.S, monopoly became by far the dominent power in world capitelism, the 
globel position of the United Stetes came to exert an extreordinsry influence upon 
internal development. 


With respect to the grenting of concessions to decisive sectors of the workers, 
the world position of U.S, monopoly is felt in a mmber of ways. The centrel role 
of super-profite from coloniel exploitetion in creating e bese for labor opportun- 
ism in Britein wes elreedy pointed out by Merx end Engels, and lenin developed 
this explenetion more completely for the period of mtured imperialism, This wes 
most pronounced with regpect to the older imperislisms, with extensive colonial 
empires, In the new imperisliem of the United Stebes, cherecterized primerily by 
monopoly economic penetration abroed rather than outright colonielism, the role 

of super-profite of the imperialist type wes somewhet disguised because they did 
not take the classical coloniel form. Nevertheless, they ceme to play a very in- 
portant role in providing en imperislist bese for lsbor opportunism, especially in 
the more recent period. 
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Since World Wer II, Americen cepitel investments ebroed reached unprecedented 
mugen US. monopoly extended its holdings end controls throughout the world 
capitalist and coléniel structure, Profits from foreign investment came to =—y 
for at least 15 to 20 per cent of the totel profit of ell U. S. corporations. 

90 per cent of these foreign profite are held by the 200 lergestourporations, = 
probably represent about one-fourth of their totel profite, end in the case of o 
and other minerels, well over half, This helps sccount fundementelly for the oppor- 
tuniem prevalent in the labor movement, perticulerly during the height of the cold 
war which was also the period of the most extensive and aggressivo economic expan- 
sion by U.S, monopoly abroad. 


The connection between imperielism and labor opportunism in the United States 
wes established over a long period during which monopoly took adventege of the 
geogrephic security of the country in two devasteting world wars to expand et home 
end abroed et the expense of rivel powers weakened by war end by coloniel revolu- 
tions. [Exclusive U, S, imperialist control of letin America end the extension of 
the U, S, monopoly structure into Canada (both also remot from the theaters of 
world wer) geve American Big Business command over the rich naturel resources of 
the entire Western Hemisphere. The relatively high wage structure of the United 
States rests to e large extent upon the super-exploitetion of letin American lebor 
over a long period, end the commend of Cenedian resources, to which have been cdded 
in recent years new extensions of monopoly penetration -- in the Middle dest, Afric, 
and Southeast Asie, 


Obscured, but nonetheless reel, are the additional huge super-profits obteinec 
indirectly from the greatly expended Well St, investments in leading corporstions 
of other imperialist powers (as in inglend, West Germeny, Japan, etc.), An impor- 
tant role was also played in U. S, economic growth by the accumulation in this 
country of superior technology resulting from world scientific research and also 
of scientists, and technicians end skilled workers from abroad, when these could 
not be utilized in the lends of their origin because of certein local factors of 
deterioration as well es wer, 


These world factors, together with the rich home bese, ~ave U. S. monopoly 
® wide range of maneuver with respect to labor, in terms of concessions on wages 
end conditions, In return, the dominent labor leadership -- the conservative es 
well as the liberal wing, eech in its own way -- gave support to the cold war 
policies end to the splitting role of anit-Communism within the labor movement et 
home, a6 well as in the world trede union movement. The AFL hes 6 long record in 
this respect, But the CIO, which had played e positive world role, together with 
the British trade unions led the walk-out from the orld Federation of Trade 
Unions at the time when U.S, monopoly, through the Mersheall Plen, wes charting 
ite course of aggressive expansionism, Simultaneously, the CIO initiated ite own 
expulsion policy agsinst Left-led unions in the United State, end took the lead 
in splitting the new letin-Americen trede union movement, which it hed previously 
helped unify, Both wings of the labor leadership have operated through the lebor 
movement ebroed to support Right-wing sociel-democrecy ageinst the peace forces 
and e@inst the revolutionary colonial and democratic nationalist movement, 


Changes which sre proceeding in the demaetic eoonmmy crd ono world scale ere 
beginning to undermine the bese for the present clase collscorationist policy in the 
labor movment, The relative slowing down of economic expansion and the growth of 

permanent unemployment are beginning to change the situation at home. The hardening 
of monopoly, on the one hand, end the re-emergence of rank and file militancy, on 
the other, arecreating a crisis for the "“class-pertnership” leadership. The unfold- 
ing of present trends will leac to the growth of class struggle policies in the 
trade unions, 


The acute contradictions in the world position of U.S, monopoly plays a de- 
cisive role in this respect, This contradiction deepends, es it becomes more and 
more difficult to attempt to solve the historic competition between the two world 
systems by wer, es the national liberetion movements plece further restrictions 
upon monopoly expansion abroad, es labor and democratic movements in other cepitel. 
ist countries defend their national sovereignty, end as inter-imperialist rivelries 
come forward more sharply. 


Although monoply may be forced to trim ite seils in some reepect in en extended 
period of peaceful co-esixtence, essentislly it seeks to recompense itself from 
losses sustained on world scale by stepping up its offensive egeinst the workers 
at home end egsinst the living conditions of the people es a whole, In this situa- 
tion, greeter meee struggles then in the pest will be required to force concessions 
from monopoly, to protect the key positions of the trede unions, and to combet the 
austerity progrem of monoply in general, The dominant labor leadership, under rank 
and file pressure, will be forced to seek new major concessions from monopoly, In 
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new conditions of struggle, labor reformism mey teke obher forms edapted to an ed- 
vencing working class, But the key to progress will remain, es in the pest, work- 
ing class militency and unity, on the political es well eas on the economic front. 


The direction and temper of these struggles will be greatly influenced by 
the factor of world socialism, perticulerly es the Soviet Union epproeches ite ob- 
jJectives of overteking end surpessing Americen economic stendsrds. There is no 
prospect that eny leeding capitalist country cen even approximate the economic 
level of the United Stetes. But the new competitive factor of the socialist world, 
with its well esteblished potentisl for outproducing capiteliem end, in the Sovict 
Union, surpassing the Americen stendard of living within e decede or 80, puts en 
entirely different light on the position of the Americen worker, The new besis ol 
comperison with e socislist country cen heve the effect of encoureging the social- 
ist consciousness of the Americen worker end his generel class understanding. Sut 
es importent as this factor mey become, it cen play but a supplementery role, Tue 
decisive role belongs to the American working clese itself. 


Accordingly, if there ere to be new trede union edvances on the economic anc 
political fronts in face of the monopoly offensive, these must be sperked by 8 
rekindled progressive end redicel force, besed on 6 reactivated end militent renk 
and file, Even on 8 new weve of mess struggle, trede union edvences will not texe 
place of themselves, Wheat is required to give meaning end direction to e new lsboi 
upsurge is the emergence within the trede unions of 6 militent wing that will od- 
vocate a line of policy directed egsinst monopoly end thet will strive to develop 
the independent political role of labor as leeder of e broad democretic front, 


In the pest, such ea militent wing wes elweys sperked by left-wingers with o 
socialist idedlogy end with class struggle perspectives, who were spokesmen for 
the rank end file movements. The greetest trade union progress wes mede when this 
leaven of redicel workers in the mess movement led the fight for union democracy 
end working cless unity, esteblishing common ection with the middle end liberel 
forces aspinst the old-line burocratic forces. 


In the Communist view, such @ combination of left end Center forces on a 
common enti-monopoly progrem, weekening and isolating the Right in the labor move- 
ment, remains the key to trede union advance in the period sheed, 


The besic thing in the trede union movement is the fight for higher weges and 
improved conditions, As the struggle sharpens on wages, hours, conditions, full 
employment and benefite it should be possible to make @ much wider approsch on the 
question of united ection and unity. Militent workers pressing for these demands, 
end seeking agrement smong the workers, can thus find the best means to overcome 
the berrier of "cless partnership" policies, and edvance the interests of the 
workers, Working cless unity sround the common needs of labor is the best ground 
on which clase colleborstion with monoply can be defeated and new progress made, 
The new tesks and problems reyuire en ell-inclusive class unity -- Negro and wiitc-- 
employed and unemployed, skilled end unskilled, industriel end creft. Of vitol 
importence is cooperetion end Joirt action of various unions et the job level in 
single enterprises, leading to greeter organizetionel unity end the overcoming of 
Jurisdictional disputes, ss well as an end to the explusion policy, both of which 
can be fetal in the age of automation. 


The enti-Communist bans in the trede urions, as well es eny discrimination 
on account of ideology or ppliticel beliefs, can prove disastrous, The cold wa: 
period at ite height showed how harmful to the lehor movement wes its retreat be- 
fore the anti-Communist crusedg,which gave monopoly the opportunity to impose 
further legisletive restrictions upon the unions, to broaden government interfererc 
in their internsl effeirs under the pretext of fighting corruption and subversion, 
end in generel to dempen the militency of the workers, When progressives fight 
egeinst the Communist bens in the unions they sre fighting for the very health end 
unity of the trede unions, The promising prospects for peaceful co-existence and 
the new pressures for shifting from arms spending to sociel welfere spending, 
coupled with the rekindling -f a militent spirit emong the workers, are creeting 
® more favoreble atmosphere for denying to monopoly the use of anti-Communist c3 
@ weapon sgeinet labor, The setting aside of the anti-Communist bens in the unior- 


is needed to releese the full entiel str h of the labor 
pete tan pot engt e movement for the 


In the fight for e broed working cless policy of struggle agsinst mono 
poly 
it would be e serious mistake to lump together ell class colledorationist elenente, 
or for thet matter to treat even the most outspoken among them on e per with 
monopoly itself, The struggle ageinst clees colleborationist policies should be 
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based on the united struggle for the immediate demands of the workers, remembering 
that monopoly is the main enemy, and should be carried on as a strictly inner labor 
business. All interference from the outside should be opposed, whether directly 
from monopoly or from government. Within labor's ranks, differentiation needs to 
be made between those elements least responsive to the pressures of the rank and 
file and therefore more amenable to the policy of monopoly at a given time, and 
those elements which tend to move into opposition to monopoly policy under mass 
Preseure. These positions are not given for all time. They tend to shift in re- 
sponse to the masse struggles, and crystallize for a given period under the impact 
of these struggles. 


These positions are also affected by changes in production itself, due to new 
technology. Thus, the older differentiation between the craft and industrial unions 
tends to get blurred, particularly in the mass production industries, where the 
ekilled craft workers are brought into closer relation with the mass production pro- 
cese and with the semi-skilled. At the same time, all are threatened by automation 
and unemployment, and new necessities are created for unity among all categories of 
workers, encompassing the new layer of tecimiciane as well. Strong remnants of the 
old division remain, but the merged AFL-CIO basically reflects the process of change 
in the old craft unions, som of which are becoming semi-industrial in form, and 
the organic ties which are being created by modern industry among all layers of 
production workers, The tendency is for the further amalgamation of the craft and 
industrial form of organization, with the resulting capacity of labor to carry on 
ite etrugglee on broeder and all-inclusive industry fronts. This tendency should 
be speeded up by the action of the workers for amilgamation and unification, hand 
in hand with developing ali forms and channele for effective rank and file partic- 
ipation in trede union affairs, 


In the Communist view, the full potential of the powerful trade union move- 
ment can be felt in the struggle against monopoly at home only as labor simultan- 
eously revives a firm spirit of international labor solidarity. As monopoly is 
rebuffed abroad by the forces of peace, national liberation and democracy, it 
sharpens ite attack upon labor at home. By the same token, labor should learn 
that the strength of these world-wide forces provides an indirect but nonetheless 
extraordinary support to labor, the Negro people and all popular forces in their 
struggle againet monopoly and reaction at home, As long as the labor movement 
does not cut itself loose from the aggressive expansionist foreign policies of 
monopoly, it will be caught in between the effective resistance to these policies 
abroad and the offensive of monopoly at home. But if labor learns to take full 
advantage of the opportunities for progrese in the United States presented by the 
new world framework, and develops 4 policy of international solidarity with the 
forces of national liberation and social progress, it will be monopoly that is 
caught in between, and the Amrican people will gain. 


The Commmiete advocate international solidarity in the labor movement in order 
to advance the interests of the American working clase, and to strengthen democracy 
and peace, They urge the reestablishment of a single world federation of labor to 
meet the common problems of workers everywhere, They urge support to the national 
liberation movements in Asia, Africa and Latin America, on the basis of a common 
struggle against imperialism and monopoly, and especially against the imperialist 
economic policies of U.S. monopoly anywhere in the world. 


Particularly with respect to Latin America, U.S. labor has 4 great deal to 
gain from supporting the democratic, anti-imperialist advance taking place there. 
The combination of the struggles of the Latin American peoples against U.S, imper- 
ialiem with the struggle of the American working class againet monopoly can be a 
powerful and irresistible force for progress in the Western Hemisphere. 


Above all, the struggle for peace in ite hom and world aspects calls for the 
curbing of monopoly power. For this the American working class needs to develop 
a deeper understanding of the role of international labor solidarity among the 
Workers of all nations, which can be decisive in guaranteeing the elimination of 
war from world affairs. 
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COMMITTEE EXHIBIT NO, 12 


VI, (TEE COMMUNIST PARTY 


We have entered a period of mounting and aggressive offensive by the monopolists 
directed against the vast majority of the American people, At the same time, the 
dynamic power of the growing forces for peace and progress is having an increasing 
impact on the American scene, 


This opens up great new opportunities and tasks for the working class, and thie, 
&s well as the developments of the rast two years, confirm anew the indispensable 
need of the Communist Party, which is the Marxist-Leninist vanguard party of the 
American working class--the party of Socialism. 


In the recent period, the Party has successfully fought and defeated the anti- 
Marxist revisioniste as well as & group of anti-Party dogmatists. Waging a detern- 
ined struggle against factionaliem and for the unity of the Party, defending and 
applying the principles of scientific socialism, of Marzism-Leniniem, in accord with 
specific American conditions and the beut interests of our working class and nation, 
our ag has begun again to unfold ite mee policies, to bring ite program to the 
People. 


It fought against those who would convert the Party into a hopeless sect while 
at the same time clarifying and disassociating itself from the distortions of the 
concept of the United Party of Socialism by which the revisionists sought to convert 
our Party into, or substitute for it, a party of a coalition type in which Marxien- 
Leniniem would be but one tendency instead of the fundamental and basic policy of 
the entire organization. 


Our Party hae begun to play & constructive role in some of the unemployment, 
integration, peace, electoral and strike struggles of the people. As a result 
the Party's influence, mass contacts and relationships are increasing in @ number 
of areas and fields of work. And there the Party is being consolidated and revit- 
alized. 


But these areas of positive activities and developments are the exception and 
do not reflect the general situation in our Party. A sober and objective estim- 
tion of the status of our Party today would result in confirming ite inadequcy to 
give ite most effective leadership and to make ite full contribution to the great 
new tasks which confront the American people and ite working clase. 


The cardinal problem of Party renewal, of building the Party and of establish- 
ing broader united front reletions remain largely unsolved. Therefore the chief 
task before the Party still ie to overcom its isolation from decisive sections of 
the labor movement, to strengthen the Party's mass base among the basic industrial 
workers, Negro and white, and among the youth, Without this, the Party's capacity 
for helping transform ite policy into living reality will remin seriously impsired. 


The monopolists and impeeialiste are impelled to place the burden of their 
economic and political probleme onto the backs of the masse of people. To accomplish 
this, they will increasingly use every political, economic and social means to ac- 
complieh their aime. 


It ie clear that the American people do not intend to submit to this attack. 
They will join the developing movement toward peace, co-existence and disermament 
with their struggle for political, economic and social security. 


The perspective for our Party, therefore, is to bring our science and indie- 
pensable role to these movements, We can bring our Conmunist initiative, stead- 
fastnees and energy to belp people in these struggles. We can find from among 
the most devoted and class conscious elements emerging in these struggles a source 
for new members to revitalize and rebuild our organization, 


Certain weaknesses in the Party's work can be attributed to shortcomings in 
the work of the National leadership, Among these are a failure decisively to end 
factionaliem, a lag in tackling important ideological problems, and insufficient 
vigorous fight for a united front policy, and inadequatenees in collective work 
and the application of criticiem and self-criticism. 


But the min weakness of the Party leadership on a national and district level, 
tas been the failure to come abreast of the new developments with analysis, policy 
and program and tactical leadership to most effectively equip our Party so that it 
may play its full role to influence end contribute to the mses developments shaping 
up today, Many of our leaders remain isolated from our Party membership and the 
mase movement. 
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Party building and the further implementation of the Party's mass political 
line will proceed very slowly and uneatiesfactorily unless the entire Party and 
ite leadership seriously raises organizational work to the high level it requires. 


It will be idle for us to improve the political content of our work unless 
the entire leadership conducts a determined struggle to re-establish organ- 
izational status of our Party from top to bottom, The fight for the italiza- 
tion of our Party needs to be seen as 4 two front task, each of which will be re- 
quired. Progress on each front will enhance the other and both are essential for 
the solution of the: key probleme for the most effective functioning and role of 
our Party. 


In thie connection, it is essential that the Party leadership at all levels 
improve ite style of work, eradicate subjectivity and cultivate closer, and more 
comradely relationships, in which criticiem and self-criticiem will be construct- 
ive and mutually beneficial. Care mwt be taken that criticism and self-criticism 
be of mistakes and directed towards overcoming them as well as errorsand weakness- 
es of Party leaders, and not take the form of criticiem of the Party as such, 
undermining ite role, euch as took place in the recent past period. And it is 
especially urgent that the leadership work at all times to reinforce the unity 
of the Party. 


It ie necessary to effect a marked improvement in the way in which the Party 
fulfills ite vanguard role, especially in its ideological work, in extending its 
independent mase activity, and in unfolding its united front policies. Also, the 
readership and study of THE WORKER, and POLITICAL AFFAIRS, and of Marxist liter- 
ature of all kinds, must be greatly expanded. 


The exercise of its vanguard role requires, among other things, expanding to 
the maximum the organizational and political initiatives of the Party on all 
levels, Taking into account the deprivation of legal rights imposed upan the 
Party by Big Business reaction is violation of the Constitution, the Party's van- 
guard role must be exercised by its members in such 1 way ae safeguards the ab- 
iiity of Communiste to remain among the meses, strengthen their ties with them 
for the Party's mass policies, At the same time, tle Party must boldly “tilize 
all public channels for expression and activity, and intensify the fight for re- 
establishment of its full constitutional rights as part of the general fight of 
the working people to restore and defend the Bill of Rights. 


Effectively to carry out the Party's mass political line, to accelerate 
labor unity and the development of the democratic front for peace, democracy 
and security, it is necessary to meter and apply concretely and flexibly the 
Party's united front policy. In respects, thie remains our biggest unwon 
battle. Victory in this battle is the key to progress on all fronts, now and 
on the morrow, It is a battle which must be waged by every Party leader, and 
member, in shop and community, in the unione and other mass organizations. 


The Party must search out what is new and promising in the current end un- 
folding mase struggles, It must find the ways and means of establishing more 
extensive personal contacts and friendships, and wider formal and informal org- 
anized political relationships with other progressive workers on key issues. 

It must work to revitalize the Left and promote the broadest unity of action of 
the Left with the progressive or center forces and, on certain issues, with the 
conservative forces as well, 


The Party must give special consideration to tMe problems and mass struggles 
of Amrican youth, It must give ite support to the building of 4 Marxist- 
oriented youth organization in this country, Attention to work among the nation- 
al groupe must be restored. In this connection, it is neceseary to combat the 
erroneous idea that these groups are disappearing as significant forces in the 
American scene. 


The Party must Also strive to strengthen international working-class solid- 
arity. Above all, it must strive to build ever» closer ties with the working 
people of the Latin American countries, who labor under the oppression of Amer- 
ican imperialiem, 


Ae never before, it is important that the Party, from top to bottom, grasp 
more deeply and develop further the scientific principles of Marxism-Leninism, 
boldly grappling with the new problems confronting our working class and country, 
and learning from the experiences and views of the masses, as well as from world 
workingclase experience, 
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It is necessary to strengthen the ideological content of our mass work day 
in and day out, Anti-Sovietiem and anti-Communiem must be exposed as the chief 
weapon of the truste to mek their robber plans of aggression and exploitation 
abroad and at home. Racism, anti-Semitiem, bourgeois nationaliem and chauvinism 
must be bared as & divisive hatchet 4ividing Negro and white, native and foreign 
born at bom, and "justifying" U, S, imperialist domination abroad. The "people's 
capitaliom" and “welfare state" panaceas must be unmasked as demagogic propaganda 
spread by the open apologists of Big Business as well ase by the revisionists in 
their efforts to confuse and disorient the working people, to prevent fhem from 
ee effectively against monopoly and to diver them from the path to social- 


Revisionism is an opportunist trend which has ite source in the ideology of 
the imperialist ruling class, Especially in periods of relative economic stab- 
ility social reformist and "class partnership” ideas and illusions gain widespread 
support and these influences flourish and spread in the labor and the middle 
classes. Our foremost mse ideological task is the constant struggle to expose 
its roote and influences, Within our Party ite penetration showed itself in the 
variety of Lovestone, Browder, and Gates revisionist theories, resulting in 
stripping our fighting capacity and leadership ability and which threatened the 
very existence of the Party, It attempts to replace our working clase science 
with bourgeois ideas and methods. Our leadership was slow to recognize its harn- 
ful effects in the period from mid-1956 to 1958, as well as in earlier periods. 


Much of our present weaknesses stem from the hangovers of revisionist think- 
ing and methods eeen in apathy, cyniciem and continuing "holding action" concepts. 
These retard the revitalization of our Party and ite subsequent rebuilding. Our 
Party and especially its leadership needs to be strengthened in the philosophical 
science and method of dialectical mterialiem in order to more effectively devel- 
op consistent working class theories and policies. 


Our muse work and ideological responsibility demand that the most consistent 
struggle against revisionist tendencies be carried on simultaneously with the 
most vigorous opposition to dogmatic ideas and sectaiian practices within our 
movement. Equally with revisioniem, these stem from ruling-class ideology. And 
they are equally a form of opportuniem--in fact, they are but the other side of 
ths coin of Right, revisionist opportuniem. The Party must wage a persistent 
struggle against deeply ingrained concepte, practices and influences of dogmtic- 
sectarian opportunist tendencies seen in rejection and underestimtion of the 
united front, and in narrow, limited actions running ahead of the weses and 
c@using isolation from them, and which leads to frustration and apathy. Above 
all, the Party must conduct an uncompromising struggle to eradicate from ite 
ranks every vestige of the destructive evil of factionaliem. 


Major developments today are forcing many basic questions into the arena of 
public debate. Among these are questions which arise out of the developments 
toward peace and disarmament, as well as questions which arise out of the move 
toward peaceful competition. This has also given rise to tremendous curiosity 
and interest in the Socielist world. Millions of people in our country today 
are beginning to weigh two social systems. 


This interest is spurred by the tremendous developments of the Socialist 
world in the fielde of science, education, industry and agriculture, as well as 
the historic Soviet seven-year plan which promises such epoch mking advances. 


The peace policy end initiatives of the Soviet Union and the recent proposal 
for total disarmament exert an even greater influenc>? in world affairs, and has 
struck @ responsive chord in the mass desire to avoid the holocaust of an atomic 
wer. 


It ie therefore timely and essential to demonstrate anew the: supeeriority 
of socialism over capitaliem and the promise which Socieliem holde of a happy and 
peaceful life for humnity. 


Eepecially now, therefore, in order to mke our Marxist contribution to the 
generel velfere, to multiply our mass influence and build the party as a mes 
party, ve Communists must expand our advocacy of socialism. We must explain how 
with the socialist reorganization of society our country, with ite great working 
dless, resources and technology, can bring forth an age of economic, cultural, 
social, intellectual and democratic well-being far beyond the boldest dreams of 
any generetion of Americans. We must show that the Communist Party advocates 
and strives to help bring into existence this new sociel system by peaceful and 
democratic means, and we must ehow that in this new socialist society there will 
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be life, liberty and happiness for all Americans~- Negro and white, under 4 
government led by the working class. 


The decade of the sixties is a period in which the American people will 
take great strides forward, And it is a period in which our Party and its 
influence can grow many times over, in which it can become a mass party of the 
American working class, in the vanguard of the struggles of the American people 
for peace and progress and throwing a beacon light toward an America of brother- 
hood and peaceful labor--8 socialist America. 
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COMMITTEE EXHIBIT NO, 


DRAFT DECLARATION OF AIMS AND TASKS 


1. The Nature of the Communist Party 


The Communist Party of the United States is a party of the American working 
class, Its roots reach back over a century to the first Marxiet and Communist 
groupe formed in this country. Orgenized in 1919, midst the great upheavals and 
controversies of the time, the Communist Party was founded by revolutionary Soc- 
ialiste and otr radical workers who had matured in these earlier movements. The 
Communist Par:y sceks to advance the strivings of the American working people for 
@ better life, a fuller and richer democracy, and peace. 


The Communist Party bases its activity and outlook on the theories and 
teachings of Farl Marx and V. I. Lenin. !tsrx emphasized that Communiste have no 
interests separate and apart from the working class as a whole; that they éiffer 
only in that they see and urge the necessity of the working class taking political 
power into ite own hands, and using that power to establish socialism -- the people's 
ownership and planned operation of banks, factories, mille, mines, utilities, public 
transportation, etc.in the interests of the whole people. Lenin, building on the 
basic teachings of Marx, saw and taught the necessity for unity of action in the 
struggle for power by the working class, farmers, the colonial peoples, and all 
peoples oppressed or restricted by the large monopolies that now dominate our 
country, its economic and political life, ite domestic and foreign policies. 


Their basic teachings on the transformation of present-day society into 
socialism have been confirmed by the momentous changes of recent years; one-third 
of mankind has taken the socialist road. These theories are enriched constantly 
by new experiences of the workers in their struggles against the capitalists 

everywhere. Communists seek to combine Marxist-Leninist theories with the spec- 
ific conditions of our own country. 


The Communist Party sees itself as a pioneering force in the same sense 
that the Abolitioniste were the vanguard of the Emancipation movement. The aim 

of the Communist Party is socialism, which will be established when the American 
working class, in the struggle for a better life, becomes the leader of the nation. 
Communists attempt to the best of their ability to enhance the class unity, polit- 
ical understanding and socialist awareness of the workers, while. participating 
together with them in their economic and democratic struggles. 


Although a relatively emll and constantly embattled group, the Communists 
over the years have made significant contributions to progress in the United States. 
Together with other socialist-minded and radical workers, they were the leaven in 
the mass movements which built industrial unionism, won unemployment insurance:and 
other social benefits, and established the right of collective bargaining. Com- 
munists always encouraged and supported independent political action by labor. 


They pioneered in the struggle for Negro righte in our day, helped open the 
South to trade unioniem, and fought raciem and chauvinism ae it affected all na- 

tional minorities and the foreign-born generally. They joined in every defense of 
democratic liberties and institutions againot reaction, and eupported all efforte to 
extend social legislation and democracy in our land. 


Communists always stood for labor solidarity with all peoplee seeking free- 
dom from imperialism and with all workers everywhere fighting for their rights. 
They opposed at all times aggressive imperialist policies of our government in 
latin America and eleewhere. They were among the first in thie country to uphold 
the principle of collective security againet fasciem and to urge friendship with 
the Soviet Union as a requirement of our own national security. They fought along- 
side the democratic forces of Spain against the fasciste led by Franco, and during 
the Second World War exerted all their energies for victory, giving of their best 
sons. 


During the height of the cold war and of McCarthyiem, the Communists suf- 
fered many hardships, including prison, lose of employment and generel ostracism, 

when they urged negotiations for peace, outlawing the atom bomb and the restoration 
of democracy. 


Whatever the persecution, Communists demonstrated their loyalty to prin- 
ciple, seeking to serve the best interests of the American people and to keep aloft 
tne banner of democracy, peace and socialiem. 


Endless agitation by reactionaries about an alleged Communist conspiracy cn- 
not bury the elementary truth that the Communist Party is a socially necessary, 
American-rooted political party of the working class of the United States. It is 
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an inevitable product of the profit system -- the response of the more advanced 
workers to the extraction of profits from their labor which is characteristic of our 
society, Many millions of Americans will come to understand that euch a party is 
essential to them, for the present and for the future. 


The Communist Party ie the most democratic party in the country, despite 
every effort to label it a "conepiratorital sect." The freest exchange of opinion 
prevails in it, and complete freedom to join or leave. The principle of unity of 
action and central leadership under democratic control, enables it to function as a 
united political party, geared for the struggles of the American workers. Commun- 
iste resist every effort to cut them off from the people. Their policies mean little 
unless laboring people know and understand them, and unlese the Communists themselves 
know and share the common aspirations and experiences of the people. 


The Communists of the United States feel they have won the right to be 
heard by their fellow countrymen, without obetruction or distortion, They here set 
forth their guiding principles, aime and tasks. 


2. Peaceful Coexistence 


Peace is the central issue of our time. The only alternative to a nuclear war 
of mutual destruction is peaceful coexistence among 411 nations, capitalist and social- 
ist. The pivot of peace in the present-day world is cooperation between the United 
States and the Soviet Union, the leading powers, respectively, of the capitalist and 
socialist worlds. Cooperation between them for the settlement of outstanding dis- 
putes, for total disarmament, for trade and for scientific-culturel interchange can 
bring 611 countries -- the capitalist, socialist and newly liberated nations -- into 
@ united effort to mintain world peace. 


Communists believe that monopoly capitalism is the source of the war danger. 
They believe that a socialist society, in which there are no capitalists, has no 
incentive to war but generates peace. They hold that new conditions for winning and 
assuring world peace have been created by the global changes which have proceeded 
since World War II. The progress of socialism, the succese of the colonial revolu- 
tions, and the growth of labor and democratic movements in many countries mike it 
possible to avert war in the present world and, going beyond that, to eliminate the 
very danger of war even while capitaliem continues to exist in a number of countries. 


In the Communist view, the competition of the capitalist and socialist sys- 
tems can be kept within peaceful bounds in the present world structure. They con- 
sider it their supreme duty to help realize these prospects. 


For the American Communists, the fight for peaceful coexistence is not a tac- 
tic or @ maneuver, aimed at securing exclusive advantages for the socialist world, 
or advancing special party interests in the United States, They fight for peace be- 
cause it is a basic need of all mankind, especially in view of the utterly destruct - 
ive character of nuclear warfare. Communists support the peace policy of the Soviet 
Union and other socialist countries because they consider such a policy neceseary and 
beneficial for our own country. 


The cold war policy has proven iteelf bankrupt. Ite continuance only brings 
discredit in the eyes of the world. Capitalism and imperialism no longer dominate 
the world. Our country must recognize and accomodate itself to the new world rela- 
tionshipe that have come into being. Active cooperation for peace with the Soviet 
Union, China and the other socialist lande hae become the overriding national inter- 
est of the United States. All sections of the population and ell classes ought to 
recognize thie truth, 


American Communists hold that the principal concern of national politics 
should be the firm establishment by our government of @ long-range policy of peace- 
ful coexistence and friendly competition, They support all policies that move in 
that direction. They favor common action among @ll elemente--no matter of what 
class or political view--that agree on initial steps to end the cold war,to reach 
total disarmament, and to arrange affaires with other nations along peaceful lines. 


To realize these objectives the American people will have to fight on many 
fronts to curb the propensity of die-hard monopoly and imperialist circles to keep 
the cold war alive. They will have to oppose intervention, direct or otherwise, 
against progressive social and national movements abroad. New war dangers will 
arise also if powerful reactionary circles are permitted to pursue these anti-lebor 
and fascist-like course at home. The prospects for peace in the period ahead depend, 
to @ decisive degree, upon the efforts of the American people to find @ democratic 
way out of the growing crisis of our system. 
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3. Progress in a Peacetime Economy 


The crisis of our society is developing within the framework of world compet- 
ition between capitalism and socialism. The competition of systems is the hallmark 
of our times, and touches upon every important question of our national life. 


Communists believe that the competition between the two eystems should be 
turned to the advantage of the American people. It provides new ground for success- 
ful efforts to improve living conditions, to mike new democratic and cultural ad- 

wances, and to strengthen peace. 


For their part, powerful big businese and reactiomry circles attempt to pic- 
ture competition from world socialism as a threat to the United States, in order to 
use this alleged threat as a pretext for an all-out attack upon the living standards, 
Gemocratic liberties and peaceful aspiretions of the people. If they have their 
way, not only will the conditions of life deteriorate in every respect, but peace 
itself can be lost. 


Socialiem is proving iteelf able to exceed the American rate of economic 
growth by at least three or four times. It is able to mke rational and constructive 
use of its production and science along balanced lines, and to spread resulting bene- 
fits widely among the people. However, it does not follow that the Amrican people 
must resign themselves to becoming helpless victims of the decay, waste and corrup- 
tion of our social system, while other countries build a new society, outpace us, 

and leave us behind. The road to progress is not closed to the United States. 


Communists take the view that through the regeneration of the democratic mase 
movement in our country,it is possible to advance the economic welfare of the Amr- 
ican people and to further peaceful world development. 


An accelerated rate of growth, together with resulting social benefite, can 
be achieved only in spite of monopoly and in the fight against it. Monopoly capit- 
al creates ite own obstacles to economic growth, obstacles which are built into the 
system. Furthermore, mere economic growth is not necessarily translated into social 
benefite under capitaliem, as it is under socialism. Monopoly has no incentive to 
reise the rate of growth. On the contrary, it uses automation and other technical 
advances to accumulate mximum profite for iteelf within a structure of high prices 
and restricted output at the expense of the workers and the people. 


labor cannot be opposed to new technology and greater productivity, for these 
are essential to progress. But technical progress should be used to reduce the work 
week, lighten the burden of labor, and lower prices, instead of reducing the number 
of workers in production, intensifying speed-up, and raising prices. The new tech- 
niques should be used for the satisfaction of the needs of the people, and not to 

create @ new layer of permanent unemployed -- & typical form of spreading distress 

in our high-level monopoly society. 


The challenge presented to the American people by the competition of capital- 
ist and socialist systems is to achieve a condition of full employment and to en- 
large the area of social and cultural benefits without war or the threat of war, 
Only & revived labor and democratic mass movement can promote *he struggle to achieve 
this aim. Only such a movement can create the political conditions that will enable 
this country to move in the direction of an abundant peacetime economy. 


A peacetime economy, utilizing for constructive and useful purposes the 
billions now spent on arms, can find ways of offsetting crisie dangers and holding 

off a severe depression. Heavy arms spending did not prevent three economic crises 
during the cold war period. It only temporarily stimulated capital investment, and 
that at the price of increasing cold war tensions and war dangers,leying a heavy tax 
burden on those least able to pay, and creating constant inflationary pressures and 
rising prices. 


A new and healthy stimulue can be given to the economy ifthe military funds 
are diverted to the solution of the unemployment problem, to the reconstruction of 
the South and other underdeveloped regions, to equalization of the living standards 
of the Negro people, to housing, schools, health, science and the arte, metropolitan 
planning and other pressing peacetime needs. Unrestricted trade with all nations, 
the removal of barriers to trede with the Soviet Union, China and other socialist 
nations, and foreign aid for the peaceful development of underdeveloped and poverty - 
stricken countries can be of great benefit to our economic growth and stability. 


This is the way the American people should meet the challenge presented by 
the competition of systems, 
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4. Defense of Democracy 


Communists see the battle to preserve ami enrich democracy as crucial to 
peace and well-being. Our democratic and civil liberties and our representative 
institutions are today under attack from reaction, This attack has to be repulsed 
and the trend to authoritarian government has to be blocked to keep open the dem- 
cratic road to social progress under conditions of peace. 


The fight for democracy is basic to the entire Communist perspective. Capit- 
list democracy is necessarily limited, since it is based on the domination of the 
capitalist class, which severely restricts the freedom of the workers, the Negro 
people, and other sections of the Amrican people. Complete and manifold realize- 
tion of democracy will be made possible only by the abolition of antagonistic 
classes and the rise of real mijority rule under socialism. Communists, however, 
fight to achieve the highest level of democracy possible under capitalien. 


Within the limitations of capitalist society, our form of political democ- 
racy and of republican government has traditionally provided comparatively free and 
broad basie for the class and social struggles of the people. As a result, over the 
years, the people have been able to make many economic and democratic gains against 
the resistance of entrenched wealth and privilege. However, growing monopoly dom- 
ination of the government now threatens to choke off these freer forms of struggle 
by replacing the democratic content of our political system with an authoritarian 
content, retaining only the outward shell of the democratic institutions. 


Thie trend has been especially pronounced since the war. Immense power has 
been gathered in the Executive, where a great mushrooming of appointed agencies con- 
stantly invade and undermine the powers of Congress. A combination of big business 
and the military, to which science and administration have been subordinated, com- 
mand the vast network of agencies. Congress iteelf, under pressure from the Right, 
tends to surrender ite responsibilities as a representative body. It has passed 
an array of anti-labor and anti-democratic laws in violation of the Bill of Righte 
and has conducted investigative procedures which cannot be condoned under our Con- 
stitution. These trends have permeated into local and state governmnts. 


The bathle to defend our democracy from reaction is today @ powerful stimulus 
to social progress and peace. Unless Congrese and other representative bodies are 
revitalized as popular institutions, expressing the demands and needs of the people, 
confidence in democratic government will wither and an atmosphere will arise in 
which fascist movemente may thrive. 


In the Communist view, the representative legislative bodies are the most 
direct meane for the expression of the popular will under our political system. 
Reinvigorated and restored to their proper function, they can provide the means 
for bringing effective popular pressure upon the other two branches of government, 
and for obtaining the maximum popular rule possible under capitalism. 


Democracy should be strengthened by popular election of judges, direct ballot 
for President, proportional representation, universal referendum and recall, liber- 
alization of the committee structure and rules in both Houses with elimination of 
the seniority system which has so greatly enhanced the power of the Dixiecrate. It 
should aleo be strengthened by doing away with the host of restrictions which now 
exist on access to the ballot by minority parties and independent candidates. The 
powers of the Federal Government should be enlarged to establish minimum national 
requirements in the fielde of social legislation and Constitutional rights. The 
states should be deprived of the power to nullify such national legislation. 


The democratic transformation of the South, with fully proportional Negro 
representation at all levels of government, can once and for all remove from our 
national life the scourge of Dixiecratiem. 


The leading social forces in the fight for democracy are the working class, 
the laboring farmere and the Negro people. Their tendency is to fight for unre- 
stricted democracy because they need it for economic security and freedom. Labor 
and the working farmers are thrust isto the very heart of the struggle by the mon- 
opoly attack upon their conditions of life and their rights, In their battle for 
Constitutional rights, the Negro people impart a powerful impetus to the fight for 
democracy in general. 


With these social forces taking the initiative, large sections of the middle 
classes, professionals, techmicians and intellectuals will also enter the common 
struggle for democracy, These have suffered from economic concentration and are 
being shut off from significant participation in government by the trend to 4 state 
totally dominated by the monopolies. 
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In thie arrey of people's forces, alliance between the labor unions andthe 
Negro rights movement plays the central role in the democratic struggle against the 
most aggressive sectors of big businese and against Dixiecrat reaction. This is an 
outcoms of our own history, in which the struggle for Negro rights has played so 
crucial a part, The organic link between the fight for Negro freedom and the striv- 
ing of all working people for a better life is a permanent characteristic of social 


Progress in our country. 


By their struggles to safeguard the permanent gains of democreécy under our 
system and to preserve the representative institutions, the Amrican people can 
enrich democracy, preserve peace, and open the way to progressive change. 


5. The American Road to Soctalion 


The superiority of socialiem over capitalism ae a system of society is 
firmly established. A system based on the social ownership of the means of pro- 
duction and their planned use for the material and cultural needs of the whole of 
society is far superior to the system of capitaliem, which is founded on private 
ownership of the basic economy and exploitation of the great mijority for the en- 
richment of the few. 


American Communists believe that socialism will prove necessary for the 
United States, because only such a radical transformation can solve the crucial 
problems of our present-day society. 


All socialist co ntries have basic features in common. Yet, as recent 
history has demonstrated, each country takes its own road to socialism. Socialism 
in this country aleo will have the specific features of American development. It 
will be the product of our own history, as it ie made by the efforts of the American 
people to solve the acute problems of our society in ite present highly developed 
stage of monopoly capitalism. Socialiem will be born out of our national striving 
for progress, with ite own distinctive contributions to the future of the world. 


The Communist Party advocates a democratic road to socialism through the 
political and economic struggles of the people within the developing and revitalized 
Constitutional process. Capitaliem cannot simply be reformed into socialism. The 
transition from one to the other is @ social reveolution requiring « transfer of 
Political power to the hande of the workers, who would use it to replace capitalist 
with socialist relations of production. 


American Communists fight for conditions that will lead to a peaceful social- 
ist revolution. They do so because this is the preferable and the least peinful 
method of basic change, Further, they think that a peaceful road to socialism can 
be —_ by the struggles of the people under the new conditions that have emerged 
in the world. 


Through experience gained in a many-phased struggle, the American working 
clases will attain the unity, political maturity and socialist consciousness to 

@cquire political power as the leader of the entire nation. With the competition 
of social systems developing peacefully, conditions will be conducive to the Con- 
stitutional transfer of power, without civil violence, and to the subsequent es- 
tablishment of socialism, The American Communists seek to realize such possibil- 
ities in the United States. 


The way in which this country embraces socialiem will be decided not only 
by the particular social and political struggles of the future, and by the world 
situation at the time. The road will be determined also, and perhaps decisively, 

by the struggle for peace, democracy and economic security, and the political form 
this assumes, in the period now before us. 


In the Communist view, the road to socialism in this country will be shaped 
by the economic and democratic struggles of the workers and people's forces to 
curb the power of monopoly, The inherent tendencies in our society to aggressive 
expansionism, permanent unemployment, economic crises, authoritarian rule, cultural 
decay and moral corruption can be impeded only by a powerful mass movement deeply 
rooted in the working class, and encompassing the broad population. To achieve 
this a united people's movement will have to curb the power of monopoly over the 
economy and the political system. Such éemocratic curbs will lay the basis for 
eliminating monopoly from our society entirely. 


Communiste believe that in the course of the economic and political struggle 
by labor and ite allies, ever greater concessions can be von from monopoly. The 
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people need a shorter work week, higher wages, adequate housing and schools, and 
extended social welfare legislation, including a comprehensive system of public 
health insurance, including @ basic reform of the tax system in their favor, and 
strict controle over monopoly prices. Due to the disastrous social effect of 
automation and other teclmical innovations in the hands of the monopolies, labor 
and ite allies will have to intervene directly, through contract negotiations and 
political action, to demand a growing degree of control over the management and 
production policies of the big corporations. 


Extended government economic activities have become a permanent feature of 
our society. Monopoly now controle these activities in ite own interests. Popu- 
lar democretic movements in this domain can set up controls over the monopolies and 
strengthen the power of the people to win government economic measures favorable 
to the labor and non-monopoly groupe. 


This should in time involve steps to nationalize certain industries to the 
advantage of the people. At the start, thie might include the public services, 
tele-communications, operations connected with city planning, atomic energy and 
space missiles, as well ae other industries resulting from publicly-financed 
scientific advances or from the exploitation of naturel resources, 


Communists do not believe that capitalism can be remade into a “welfare 
society." Thus, nationalization can be utilized by monopoly capital for its owm 
benefit, unlees labor and the people are constantly on guard and fight for its 
establishment under democratic controle. Substantial gaine can be won by the 
people in such a struggle under capitaliem. But Communiste also think that the 
people will come to understand the limitations of capitalism and the necessity of 
socialism if public welfare is to become a permanent principle of society. The 
labor and democratic movement, learning from experience, will arrive at the posi- 
tion where the struggle for mere reforms will be transformed into a movement to 
change the basis of society. 


In the Communist view, the most important thing is to build the unity of 
the labor movement so that it can emerge as an independent political force, able 
to lead a broad movement. including the Negro people, the mase of farmers and the 
middle clase and non-monopoly groupe. The necessities of the mase struggle will 
require the workers to overcome opportunism in the labor movement and the influence 
of capitalist corruption within it. Policies based on concepts of @ common inter- 
est with monopoly will have to give way to policies based on constant struggle 
against monopoly, and e united front around such policies, if trade unionism is to 
thrive and if labor is to step forward as the effective leader of the people's 
united democratic movement. 


The centrel task of labor is to build, out of the people's struggles in 
many fields, @ common front against monopoly, and particularly against the most 
reactionary and aggressive monopoly circles that at a given time and on paramount 
issues obstruct the path to peace and democratic progress. 


In the Communist view, such a combination of people's forces will seek some 
form of political expression which would embody the specific as well as the common 
interests of the various component anti-monopoly groupe. Today there are many 
signs that a basic political shakeup is in the making. Communists hold that the 
labor and democratic forces should move toward the creation of & new people's 
party independent of monopoly. Labor's present political activities should be 
oriente® in this direction, 


A people's party, embodying the leading role of labor and the coalition of 
anti-monopoly forces, would constitute a great political advance. Prospects would 
arise of a people's government, representing the program of the democratic coali- 
tion, The achievement of such a government, through whatever phases it may have 
to pass, would amount to 4 radical shift in clase relations favorable to the work- 
ing people. It is through such a democratic procees that Communists see the pos- 
sibility of a people's government opening the way to working class political power 
and the subsequent establishment of socialism. 


This, in general terms, is how Communists see the American road to 
socialism. Such a road can be opened under our Constitutional system by the 
struggles of the people for permanent peace, a better life, and a richer 
democracy. 
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6. Our Socialist Potential 


The socialist potential of the United States is immense. Many marvel at the 
achievements of the socialist countries today, most of which started froma dead 
level of poverty. Communists believe that in the United States also socialism will 
perform wonders, beyond the dreams of most Americans today. 


Our great advantage -- providing the people succeed in preventing an H-bomb 
way -- is the very high economic level at which we can enter the socialist era. We 
are not likely to confront the very severe hardships of the poverty-stricken count- 
ries which had to lay the economic foundations of socialism in the midet of a host- 
ile world. 


The nationalization of the monopolies by @ socialist government would provide 
an adoquate base in all decisive parts of the economy for rapid economic growth under 
comprehensive social planning. Socialism would immediately eradicate economic cri- 
see, unemployment, and the threat of war. The problem of want and insecurity could 
be solved quickly. With our wealth, great productive capacities and high labor pro- 
ductivity and skill in industry and agriculture, and with the initiative ofthe 
people fully awakened, we will have a state which truly serves the needa of the 
people, providing total security from the cradle to the grave. 


Without injustice to anyone, since work will be guaranteed to all, we should 
be able to realize quickly the principles of the first stage of socialism: "He who 
is able but does not work, neither shall he eat," and “From each according to hie 
ability, to each according to hie work." 


With the immense monopolies socialized at the start, it should be possible to 
transform gradually, along socialist lines, smell and medium agriculture, industry, 
trade and finance. Proprietore in these branches would be enlisted in the common 
task of bringing their enterprises and themselves, voluntarily, on the basis of 
their own self-interest, into the orbit of socialist planning, thus completing the 
abolition of class exploitation, 


We can learn much from the matured socialist societies, which will have 
solved many problems of social reconstruction and planning of the kind that would 
confront the United States. Our own progress would be greatly accelerated by the 
free and full interchange of science and technique. Using our social surplus to 
aid those countries which had been victimized by U.S. monopoly and imperialiem, our 
emergence 46 4 socialist power could well inaugurate a new period of global progress. 


The substance of government power would be the leading role of the working 
class, ruling together with its people's allies. It would, in fact be a government 
of the people, by the people and for the people--the aspiration of the common folk 
from the very beginning of our nation. We would realize the essence of socialist 
democracy. In place of the wealthy and privileged, the working peoplewould take 
over the running of society, actively participating in the work of planning and 
administration at all levels of the economy and of government. The trade unions 
would participate directly in the management of industry, in planning production, 
in setting the norms of work, in assuring proper weges, working conditions, Rousing 
and health-- in a word, in translating every advance in productivity into better 
conditions for the people. 


The ideology and practices of racism are totally incompatible with socialiem. 

Full end equal representation of the Negro people at all levels of government and 
economic management will guarantee that all forme of discrimination would be com- 
batted and eradicated, The lag in the conditions of the Negro people and other 

ethnic groups, inherited from capitaliem, would be overcome, establishing equal 

economic conditions as the base for complete social and political equality. Asa 
firet principle, a socialist United States would eliminate exploitation or repres- 
siog, in whatever form, of other nations--a decisive blow at the ideas of rece or 


national superiority epread by imperialien. 


The form of the political system will be determined to a large measure by 
the struggles during the period preceding socialism and by the changes wrought in 
the process, There is nothing in socialist principles that would prevent the new 
order from taking over our traditional form of government and transforming it to 
serve the needs of socialist society. Our present Constitution, with appropriate 
enendments, may suffice; or the people may prefer to write a new Constitution. 


A socialist political system will take over those democratic guarantees 
that have proved their worth--like Habeas Corpus, trial by jury, the Bill of Righte, 
labor'sright to organize and strike, freedom of religious conscience, and the prin- 


ciple of equality regardless of race, religion or sex, 
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The transition to socialiem will stimulate a great ideological and cultural 
revolution, arising from the needs of the new society and sustained by effective 
government aid. Education, science, the arte will not have to go begging for sus- 
tenance. It will be possible for all, without exception, to educate their children, 
at state expense and with the aid of living allowances, from nursery to university. 
Adult education can make up for years of neglect and lack of opportunity. Movies, 
redio and television can in truth become the mee media of culture and education. 
Enthused by the prospects opening before them, saved from the moral decay and stag- 
nation of capitaliem, our youth will blossom in the new environment of growth, op- 
ening new frontiers of science and learning. 


With the initial stage of socialiem, we will have won the decisive ground 
for the greatest upsurge of our productive and creative forces. We will proceed 
to communism, the higher stage of socialiem. Then, as Marx eaid, togebher with 
the all-round development of the individual, the productive forces also will grow, 
and all the sources of social wealth will flow more abundantly, and such plenty 
will prevail that the United States will be able to inscribe on its banner: "From 
each according to his ability, to each according to his need." 


Such ie the glowing socialist potential of our country. Present struggles 
of the people for peace, democracy and economic security will determine our road. 
The essential thing is to assure active peaceful coexistence during the entire 
period, and the best way to do so is to keep open the democratic way to progress 
and a better life. Thue will the American people themselves create their road to 
socialism. 
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COMMITTEE EXHIBIT NO, 14 
RESOLUTION ON CUBA 


Cuba's military commnder-in-chief warned his people this veek rage 7 
that the nation my be invaded by the armed mercenaries of Dictator Truji » of ° 
San Domingo, before January 1. The world has already been told about the five 
thousand cutthroate from the Nazi army and the Franco fascists, who were being 
trained to mike the invasion. Thus, Cuba -- the country where the revolution 
against imperialiem in Latin America hae reached the highest poiut in history -- 
is in great and immediate danger. 


This’ poses an immediate responsibility of utmost historic gravity before the 
American people, and ite most decisive sectors, Labor, the Negro 18 million, all 
honest democrats and progressives who want to see a nation achieve sovereignty, 
independence, economic and poJitical advance. The issue is one that must be at 
the very top of the agenda for Communiste in the United States. 


Not only is revolutionary Cube threatened by military invastion, it is subject 
today to the combined onslaught of powerful forces mnipulated by Amrican imperi- 
alist interests who dread the remarkmble advances being made by the new government. 
Capitalist newspopers, State Department officiale, television, radio, the combined 
agente of ex-Dictetor Batista as well as Dictator Trujillo -- all have joined force: 
to defame, libel, smear, and injure in every conceivable way -- economically, pol- 
itically, militarily -- that country whose advances are regarded as sacred by the 
200 million inhabitants of iatin America, as well as by the vast mijority of the 
people of the world -- in the colonial and semi-colonfial world, the socialist na- 
tions, and all enlightened mnkind everywhere, 


Imperialism fears that the new Cuba will succeed, It sees that unity of all 
revolutionary forcee within Cuba has been strengthened thie year since the hosts 
of freedom forced Batista t> flee just over a year ag> the end of thie mnth-- 
December 31. He and those he represents hope to mike their comeback on the anniv- 
ereary. They want to make it before that unity -- which cemente 411 genuine rev>- 
lutionary forces in the island--makes such advances that the forces of reaction 
can never agnin possibly win the day, 


Advances are being mide, first of all, in the countryside. The Land Reforn 
is mving ahead at a magnificent rote. Peasants ore getting land. Farme appropri- 
ated by the government from Batista hirelinge are being run a8 croperatives, Farn- 
ero are not only getting land from the new government, but ale» farn ? 
farm inctruction, subetantiel credite. Cement homes are g>ing up t> replace the 
age-old, rickety bohics, the otraw-thatched one-room huts. Schoole are being 
built everywhere to wipe >ut the mre than 50% illiteracy. 


Similarly in the cities, among the working people. Rente have been cut by 
50 # everywhere. Electric rates have been reduced drastically by intervening in 
the enterpricee of the big Wall Street corporation, Electric Bond and Share; 
telephone rates, for example, were cut 50 % from ao dim to 4 nickel. 


It ie alo> neceesary to note that trade-union demcracy has been strengthened 
greatly by >ucting the labor-dictator Mujal wh> fled with Batiota, even though he 
had bad the belesings >f ORIT, the Regional inter-Arericen workers organization, 
The State Dept. inetrument t> work among the Latin American workers which never 
found it necessary t> declare one word of criticien agninet his bestial acte, thie 
Mujel whom Cuban labor calls the "chivato” -- the et>olpigexn -- because he turned 
over any unionist Batista wanted t> the dictator's Gestapo for torture or death, 


The tenth Congrecs >f the Cuban Labor Movenent, the CTC, oaw further labor 
advances when the moot powerful mujalista elements were susted from >ffice and 
influence; when the two million etrong confederation voted to break ties with ORIT, 
peg branded ae a tool of the State Department and reactionary leaders here 

in USA, 


The perple >f the USA can learn much from Cuba's democracy. The new govern- 
ment, in enunciating ite set of principles o year ag>, placed the elimination >f 
racion as one of the mjor immediate »bjectives, The advances in this decisive 
field can be gnuged by the fact that Cuba's head of the army today ie a Negro; the 
head of the airforce ie a Negro; the head of the military forces >f Orienta, the 
princiiol province, where o third >f Cuba livee, is a Negr>. Consider the advance 
here in the USA the sane could be said of us. N> wonder the preso has clamped a 
conspiracy of silence upon such advances; and inetead, hms embarked on 4 smear 
caonpaign of unprecedented proportions. 
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The United States ie the most powerful impefialist country in the world. 


The imperialist forces that exploit and opprese the Cuban people and the rest 
of the Latin American nations ore the same mnopoliste that exploit the workers of 
the United States. 


Thie fact places upon the workers and progressive forces of the United States 
the responsibility of developing solidarity with and aid t> the embattled people of 
Cuba and the other nations of Latin America. 


One bundred years of struggle by the Cuban people against Spanish and U.S, 
imperialiem resulted in very little freedom for the Cuban nation until the dem- 
cratic-popular anti-imperialist revolution led by Fidel Castr> and the 26th of July 
novenent and supported by 95 percent of the Cuban people including the Popular 
Socialist Party brought into existence a genuine liberation movement for the first 
time, free from corruption and determined not to compromise with the min eneny °f 
the Cuban nation: American imperialiem, That is why American imperialism is force- 
fully reeisting every step taken by the Castr> government. 


Whether throcgh diplomtic channels euch as the recent State Department state- 
ment protesting against Cuba's anti-~Arericaniem, or by direct armed attack fron 
airplanes based in Miomi, Florida, U.S. imperialism is using every means to under- 
mine Cuba's progreee toward complete freedom from U.S. imperialisn. 


The people of the U.S, and especially the working clase have much in common 
with the Cuban liberation movement. Cuba is fighting for her sovereignty and 
freedom from foreign intervention os did the American people in the course of their 
revolution of 1776. 


Moreover, the working class of the U.S, today has a big stake in solidarity 
with the Cuban workers. The workers of Cuba harbor n> illusione as to who is their 
real enemy, When they cry "D-wn with Yankee imperialism,” they are resisting the 
sare wh> are the bitterest exploiters Arerican labor. 


Cubans emigrating t> the U.S. have set high standards >f militancy and courage 
in trade union etruggles, 


WE THEREFORE PROPOSE TO: 


1. Mobilize U. 8S, public opinion and try t> organize support, especially in the 
trade unions, for the Cuban people, 


a, T> anewer the lies and slandere being spread by imperialist circles 
about Cuba and ite new government, through The Worker, leaflets, meet- 
inge, and forums, wherever possible. 


T> encourage sending telegrams 2f greetinge from trade unions to their 
opp»site numbers in Cuba on appropriate »xccasions. 


T> help assistance t> Cuban workere' families -- mney, 
clothing , blood donations. 


a. To organize help for Cuba's echo>l children -- contribute paper, 
pencils, recording mchines, etc. 


2. Develop continusus activity, not just eporadic actions, in support of Cuba. 
Keep supplying facts background on the latest developmente and sutlo>k of Cuba. 


Build Friendship Organizati>ne involving non-Cuban perple with the specific 
and main elogan and acticne cf “Hande Cubs." 


Send delegations t> Cuba for trade union and cultural exchanges. 


Popularize Cuba as an ideal vacation spst and thus help build up the tourist 
trade a free Cuba, 


We shall etrive t> arcuee cur perple t> combat any reactirnary move to wreck 
the Cuban sugar quota and >ther measures directed t> weakening Cuban econony. 


We call on progressive Americans t> protest the unwarranted action of stean- 
ship companies trying t> destroy Cuban tourist trade, 


For all these reasons, this convention must see a great emphasis put on the 
entire question °f Cuba and Latin America. 


### 
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THE WORKER 


As favorable as are tle objective conditions for the successful realization 
of the decisions of the 17th Convention of the Communist Party, these historic 
goals will not be reached without the building of The Worker into a popular,mes, 
Marxist-Leninist press which has gained the confidence of tens of thousands of 
labor, the Negro people and other minority groups. 


The Editorial Board and Staff of The Worker are conscious of the need to 
strengthen, improve The Worker politically, in coverage, in analysis, as vell as 
to make its style more popular. A recent all-day critical review of The Worker 
in which Comrades Hathaway and Kusimer participated with the Staff and represent- 
atives of the National Committee and the New York State Committee, decided on a 
number of measures towards thie end. 


In thie direction we also greet the agreement reached by The Worker and the 
Midwest comrades to publish a Midvest “dition beginning May 1, 1960. 


The enti-monopoly movement, the peace forces of America, the Negro Liberation 
movement, organized and unorgarized labor, the national minorities of our country, 
those forces fighting for the peaceful co-existence of countries with divergent 
social outlooks will find in The Worker a dedicated supporter of all for which 
they tight and « prees that interprets events from a Marzist-Leninist position and 
in the interests of a socialist society in the USA, 


The Worker has been seriously affected in terms of its circulation and its 
financial supporters by the critical struggles through which the progressive forces 
of America fought against the intrigues and anti-Constitutional hysteria provoked 
by the McCarthyites and directed in the min against the Communist Party. It has 
been seriously weakened by the inner struggles of the Communist Party, 


But despite these blows, despite weaknesses associated with the production of 
The Worker in ite content or management The Worker stands today as one of the 
ideological bulwarks against the attempts of the metropolitan press of monopoly 
to win the minds of the American people for ite war economy...: ~ - 


The building of The Worker ie not for Communists just another of its several 
tasks, The building of The Worker, strengthening the financial bese and support 
of The Worker, giving fundamental aid to those who seek to restore the Daily Worker 
becomes that task without the successful achievement of which the establishment 
of &@ powerful peace movement, an invincible labor and Negro liberation movement 
ie impossible. 


Therefore, the 17th Convention of our Party instructs the incomin; National 
Committee to make the building of The Worker @ responsibility to be assumed by 
the Party as a whole and by every individual member of the Party. 


In assuming thie great responsibility thie Convention believes that the 
Rational Committee should place a mjor political duty upon all Party leaders 
to give guidance and specific attention to the building of Worker circulation. 


The Worker can and must be carried to the American people. 


Thies Convention believes that promises and preparations should be made 
early for financial aid to The Worker's 1960 financial campaign. 


Thie Convention proposes to the incoming National Committee to organize a 
financial campaign for support of The Worker for $75,000 or more which will begin 
on the 36th anniversary of The Worker, January 13, and end on or before the list 


of May. 


The present circulation of The Worker is between 13 and 14 thousand, This 
Convention believes that that circulation can be successfully raised to 20,000 
within the year 196. 


It therefore instructs the incoming National Committee to create a standing 
Worker Builders Committee which will immediately formulate a circulation campaign 
to begin together with the financial campaign. 


It is ovvious that conditions do not permit uniform responsibilities, But 
this Convention believes that no District of the Party should be without a press 
director. 


We believe that the greatest possible coordination sould exist between those 
responsible for the building of The Worker and those responsible for its produc- 
tion. 
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Everywhere efforts must be made to help create Build the Press Committees, 
or Volunteers for the Worker, or what have you. 


While The Worker is not the official Voice of our Party, we hereby declare 
ite building indispensable to the building of the Communist Party and the mny 
movements seeking to create @ security and peaceful life to the American people. 


### 


} 
¥ 
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COMMITTEE EXHIBIT NO, 16 
FARM RESOLUTION 


The political assault against the labor movement is paralleled by an attack on 
the existence and living standards of small and middle farmers. These attacks also 
aim to split the natural alliance of labor and small and middle farmers and pit 
these two classes against each other, Farmers are fed the false propaganda that 
labor causes inflation; while labor ie faleely told that farmers and their legis- 
lative programs cause high food prices. 


The cold war years distorted the channels of world trade and ebut off American 
farm products from sale abroad, and substituted the products of the armament fact- 
ories for the products of our harvests. 


Big agriculture pays; middle-size and emall agriculture is being dealt heavy 
blows. In the South the shift from cotton to livestock, and toward increased 
mechanization, is creating an upheaval in the lives of large msees of Negro 
tillers. 


Middle farmers are being eliminated as well as the so-called "inefficient" 
emll farmers. The hands of the banks, processing monopolies and feed trusts 
are taking a tighter grasp on agricultural production, especially through vertical 
integration. 


During the past decade one million farm families and five million persons have 
been eliminated from agriculture. One-third of the farmers' income is from off- 
farm weges and ealaries., And by the end of this year, it is estimated, net farm 
income will have fallen two billion dollars from what it was in 1958, and for next 
year an additional drop of one billion ie forecast by the Dept. of Agriculture. 


Meanwhile we continue to produce “surpluses” while millions of Americans are 
underfed and hundreds of millions throughout the world hunger. 


The Administration knows only one answer: cut the "surplus" by cutting out 
farmers. In thie it has the support of the big farmers who hope to take over 
what the family farmere must sacrifice. 


As Communists our answer to the mjor problems outlined above must always 
have a class approach of favoring smaller farmers against their clase enemy in 
the countryside -- the big farms; and includes the following: 


1. A main advantage of big farmers ie the vast profite they sweat out of the 
terribly underpaid and exploited farm workers. The organization of effective 
unions among farm workers would be a major belp to small and middle farmers. The 
initial stepe already taken by the AFL-CIO deserve all-out support. 


2. The method of farm price protection must be changed to reduce the cost 
of farm programe and discourage all-out production by big farmers. Farm produce 
should sell on the open market, and prices under parity should be supplemented by 
Geficiency payments on only that amount of production per farm that will sustain 
a family-eize farmer. 


3. We oppose crop curtailment but where there is reduction it must be im- 
posed entirely on the big farmers. 


4, The Communist Party urges full participation of ite members in every 
struggle to maintain smll and middle farmers on their farms, including support 
of legislative programs for low-interest credit, soil conservation, crop insur- 
ance, Federal aid to education and other demands of emall farmers. 


5. We favor the enactment of a national food stamp plan that will supplement 
the starvation wages imposed on millions of Americans, and that will provide ade- 
quate food and clothing to the millions in depressed areas. Such a program would 
be of direct help to both labor and farmers. 


6. The world, too, needs a food stamp plan. Let us subsidize the shipment 
of food instead of hardware for destruction. 


7. Agriculture in the South has special complex problems tied up with the 
fight for democracy in the South. Some of these special problems are dealt with 
in the Negro resolution. 
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Our neglect of the farm question is a serious weakness in our practical act- 
ivity, yA represente a big gap in our efforte to apply Marxiem-Leniniem to the 
tasks 


In particular, thie defect in our theoretical understanding threatens derious 
consequences for our electoral activities for 1960. An essential component of 
the 1960 electoral campaign is the coordination of farmer, labor and Negro ef- 
forte, enlarging to the national arena the splendid 19568 state campaigne against 
right to vork laws. 


The common interests of the farmers, vorkere and Negroes requires an offens- 
ive against the Dixiecrate. It is the Dixiecrate who are the gun runners for the 
offensive against the labor movement. It is the Dixiecrate who block the dem- 
cratic advance of the Negro people. It is the Dixiecrate who defend the inter- 
ests of big farmers and plantation owers. 


Farm state liberal Congrecemen trade with the Dixiecrats to help pass farm 
legislation. Deals are mde whereby the Dixiecrate trade their votes on farm 
lawe for support of anti-union and anti-civil righte positions. The Dixiecrate 
must be isolated in national politice and then totally elimimted. This can 
only be done by a farm-labor-Negro coalition that understands and supports one 
another's basic needs; and develope urban support in the North and West for ad- 
equate farm legislation. 


The 17th Convention should spark serious turn toward implementing the basic 
Marxist-Leninist principle -- the alliance of farmers and vorkere. The first 
requisite for achieving this turn must take the form of every District leader~ 
ship adopting measures to guarentee that especially the trade union cadre of our 
Party becomes conscious of their responsibility to win the trede union movement 
for a full understanding of the stake that labor has in lending the fullest sup- 
port to the pressing needs of the family farmers and in the labor-farm alliance. 


Secondly: it should take the form toward the full participation of all fara 
comredes in their farm organfations, seeking to direct the attention of their 
fellow farmers toward more consistent and purposeful activity to save the family 
farmers from extinction, to establish bonds with the city working class, and to 
advance the program of the party on the peace, civil rights, civil liberties, 
trede wion fronts. 


The Party fevore the immediate preperation of pamphlets and literature which 
will (1) provide a survey of the existing farm situation to the broadest masses 
of farmers, vorkers and middle clase people, (2) mke know the party's position 
on the critical iseuss facing the farmers, and on the methods of their solution. 


The national executive coamittee should be directed to establish a fumction- 
ing farm commission to include a member of the NEC, and to establish regional 
farm commissions under the regional subcommittees of the party. The political 
perspectiveswhich have been outlined in our national dreft resolution and in 
Comrede Hall's speech, and in this resolution, will only become effective if 
serious organizational steps are undertaken. 
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COMMITTEE EXHIBIT NO, 17 
RESOLUTION ON THE WORK AND SZATUS OF WOMEN 


order to achieve the fulfillment af the goal and ideals set for our Party 
people's movement - in this Convention ~ for peace, seourity, civil rights, 
future of our youth, political voices and the strength of our working class party 
= we must understand and seek the full participation of women, 


Women are already in motion fighting back against exploitation and discrimina= 
tion in the home, in the shops, on the farms....and against the bars from full parm 
ticipation in the economic, social, cultural and political life of the country. 


Ninety percent of the wmen are housewives; 35% of all women also hold jobs 
outside the home, Their unpaid labor as housewives and undermid labor as wrkers 
are the source of superpréfits to b ig business, 


Of the 22 million women who work, only 3 to 1/2 million are organized, Their 
average wage is 60% of men's wages. They are forced into the lowest grade jobs, 
and hav e few opportunities for upgrading. Negro women workers are subject to extre 
exploitation, Their average wage is 1/2 that of white women; 62% of their jobs are 
limited to domestic and service work, These degrading conditions and barriers to bet- 
working conditions affect the working standards of all workers, tmless the trade 
unions undertake a consistent campaign for the rights of women wrkers. 


Not only is it necessary to organize the unorganized and extend minimum wage 
benefits, but i# is necessary to undertake a special campaign to wipe out the my 
differentials, upgrade women workers and open the doors of job opportunities. 


Puerto Rican and lexican-American women are alsoat the lowest rumg of the job 
and pay ladder in light manufacturing industries and agriculture, 


Mothers, wives and sweethearts, long the silent victims of war, are the voci- 
ferous fighters for peace. 


The family tax payments have gone to pay off the superprofits of big business 
in the war budget, at the expense of decent housing, schools, health, recreational 
facilities, and a full program for our youth. 


The cold war has been the biggest thief in the lives of our children, War 
psychology has put the stamp of approval on force and violence - war scares have 
made them unsure of their future, 


Women can take a war budget and turn it into a peace budget. 


Jennie Higgins, commmity vorker, can help convert bombers into schools, 
houses and a decent life. 


Negro, Puerto Rican and liexican-imerican women face the ghetto problems of 
smaller then average pay checks to met exhorbitant prices and rents, the wrst 
housing and school conditions, racist attacks upon themselves and their families ad 
are in constant battled th the slum atmosphere of dirt, disease and deterioration. 


This is the spreading epidemic that infects our whole society, ~“hite wmen 
and society as a whoie, in their om interest, mist undertake concrete plans to 
eradicate it, 


A more effective program for progress oan be carried out by encouraging and us- 
ing the power of women as a political force in the 1960 elections, We must help 
bring into action the vote of the Negro and poor vhite wamen in the South; the 
Fuerto Rican and Mexican-American women's right to register in Spanish, and all 
women's right to political participation and representation. 


The main barrier to understanding the status and needs of wemen is the concept 
of the"weak-kneed, weak-minded, unstable woman.2 Big Business uses male 
as a means of carrying out this concept, in order to guarantee its super-profits 
from this whole group of underpaid workers. 


Women in our country are highly organized in social, civic, church, religious, 
political, professional, business commmity, historical and auxiliary organizsa- 
tions, Most of these organizations have programs for peace, civil rights, economic 
security, civil liberties, youth problems and womens’ rights. 


United actions among women's organizations on the above issues can be a pover- 
ful force in support of the American working class md the peoples movementse... 
an integral and necessary part of an anti-monopoly coalition. 


The Party has long reco:nized the special exploitation of women... their sta- 
tua, special neede and the value of enlisting their vigorous fight back in behalf 


COMMUNIST PARTY—NORTHERN CALIFORNIA DISTRICT 2271] 


of the working class and broad peoples movement, ...But this attention has been 
uneven ees inconsistent.... and of late... not at all§ Therefore we propose to 
this convention: 


I. The consciousness of the status of women, the rights of women, and the role of 
women should be drawn like a thread through every aspect of Party wrk. 


2. Set up a National Women's Comission with all deliberate speed....a 0 commis- 
sions in the Districts wherever possible. 


The Party has the task of putting forvard a program that will bring forthe ell 
women in wrk and leadership... with special attention tothe problems of 
Negro, Puerto Rican, and Mexican-American and Indian women. 


And ideological and popular program to understand the source of discrimination 
against women. 


A program to understand and popularize the role of ~omen under Socialism, 


Conferences md discussions to develop local, and national program of work and 
status of wanen. 


Maroh 8, 1960, the whole world will celebrate the 50th Anniversary of Inte na- 
tional “‘omen's Day ..eBorn in the USA. .. We can take this occasion to renew ties 
with the International women's movements, “‘e will also celebrate tne 40th Anniver=- 
sary of the women's right to vote. Weask everyone to help us make these celebra- 
tions a big leap forward in recognizing the role and power or women's activities and 
organizations.... the tremendous value and impact df a united women's movement... 
and a program for the rights of wanen that will encourage them to add their militant 
fight-back with the peoples movement against the common enemy... monopoly capital... 
for a peaceful world, economic well-being ... equality... and soon the goal of 
Socialism, 
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17tb Convention COMMITTEE EXHIBIT NO, 18 


RESOLUTION ON THE YOUTH QUESTION 


Ae the Amrican people enter a decade of sharp struggle for peace, democracy 
ami security, Amrican youth are showing powerful beginnings of a new upsurge. 
Coming out of @ period in which youth felt the greatest impact of McCarthyism and 
the cold war, in which the drive to conformity and the fear of speaking out weakened 
eG4 in some cases destroyed their organizations and prevented the development of an 
experienced leadership--they entered the new period with a march of 26,000 on Wash- 
ington to demand immediate school integration, with a delegation of 400 to the Vien- 
na Worlé Youth Festival, with widespread sentiment and organization among students 
for Peace, against compulsory ROTC, for exchange with the socialist countries, 
against loyalty oaths for federal scholarships. 


Every section of the country can point to signs of the upsurge. One area 
reports its local Young Democrats breaking with their long dominating adult leader- 
ship and entering the struggle for a progressive platform, Another reports youth 
participation in the fight against "Right-to-Work” laws. In many others the Youth 
March still mrches forward vith teen-age organizations of Negro and white, contin- 
uing committees, and other varied forms which represent the most widespread youth 
activity, Actions of support for strikers in food collections heve taken place, 


to socialism and to our Party. The Sputniks and the 


The youth membership of our Party is growing faster 
other section, multiplying in some areas as much as ten-fold in the past 


the process of breaking out of isolation and 
in the Youth March and in other struggles. 
st 


sted in Marxist stuty and action have appeared in num- 
students, teen-agers, and other youth, 


thie new upsurge is still evidenced ummevenly, in a great variety of forms, - 
issues and in a veriety of geographical areas, The task before us 
national movements around specific issues, Today's youth 
of organizational experience, and lean heavily on edult support 
which is not always forthcoming, especially where it ie most needed, 


Youth, particularly Negro, Puerto Rican and Mexican-American youth, are faced 
with two to four important formative years lost to the draft, insecurity, and the 
lowest pay, with limited chances for advancement on the job, and a lack of social, 
recreational and athletic facilities, To binder the youth from solving their prob- 
lems, they have an educational system characterized by overcrowded public schools, 
incapacitated by segregation North and South, trade schools which cost much but 
teach little, deprived of som of the best teachers by the witchhunt, and offering 
curricula designed to produce an anti-union, anti-Communist, and chauvinistic pop- 
ulstion. 


Monopoly's answer to the problems and challenge of youth is to bend them to 
ite own ends, It shows youth a world of morel destitution, brutal culture and a 
future of dog-est-~dog and nation-eat-nation, And when som youth respond to this 
48 so-called juvenile delinquents, monopoly answers with an iron hand for them and 
@11 other youth with cynical police brutality for the working classe and minority 
young people. 


The greatest responsibility for answering the monopolies lies with the trade 
unions, The steel workers have issued a pamphlet on trade unionism for high school 
etudente, Som locale open their facilities to their sone and daughters and to 
youth in the commmity for education in trade umioniem. Many locale and som 
internationals supported the Youth Marches, But om the whole there is 6 lack of 
Trade Union initiative om the youth question. 


Increasingly, adult community organizations are working for © bright future 
for their children. PTA'ts and othere move on providing adequate school facilities 
and teacher's salaries. Community groupe try and provide more recrestion. Larger 
numbers of adults undertake to sponsor teen-age social and sport groupe, Some 
even try to provide after-school jobs anf job training in church facilities. Some 
Q@ct om juvenile delinquency through often not in a very effective manner, 


The of the trade unions and adult commmity organization for the 
Winning of youth for democracy and peace and away from monopoly necessitates the 
involvement of the Party as a whole on the youth question, Comrades still eay by 
their deeds that thie is a question for the young comrades alone. The problems and 


Ané the youth ere coming 
initiative bave a profound effect on the youth, reared on a diet of 
youth, feeling the need to advance the democratic movements of youth, 
rest of the Party--begun 
«swith pride to scccmplishments 
i Groups of youth intere 
of cities among college 
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outlook of today's youth will not automtically leave them after their 30th birth- 
day, but will leave their mrk for their entire lives. 


The significant gains of the Party in youth membership and influence help 
guarantee our Party's growth, Truly youth represent the future of the Party and 
the Party is the bearer of the future for Amrican youth, 


to labor and the Negro people's movement as 


First ateention mst be paid to the existing mss youth movements and organ- 
izations, helping to build them based on their om programs, and winning them for 
united action for peace, integration, support for labor, and political action. 
Special attention should be paid to bringing the question of peace to all groups, 


setting up local youth councils for peace, friendship, and exchange. 


Many more adulte can be involved in youth work in organizations of parents, 
anti-delinquency committees, youth services and eettlement houses, etc. These are 
aleo important areas of mse youth work. Consideraticn of their own youth problems 
must become the concern of all people's organizations. 


Major amongst such organizations are the trade unions. Organization by unions 
of their sons and daughters would be of inestimble value to both the youth and 
the labor movement. The solution of the special problems of working and unemployed 
youth must become a major concern of the trade unions themelves. 


All possible encouragement and eid shall be extended on 4 local basis as well 
as on 4 n&tional scale to the party and non-party youth in their efforts to set up 
Marxist youth organizations, growing as much as possible out of mes relationships 


Encouragement and aid should be extended to students organizing Marxist dis- 
cussion clube and other such groupe on campuses. 


The building and development of teen-age groupe and clube of all kinds should 
be encouraged, 


The education and youth commissions should prepare 6 special educational 
program for the training of party youth to include, amongst other forms, full time 
and other types of scMools, material for classes, discussion groups, self-study,etc 


A twormonth ideological campaign throughout the whole party, beginning March 1 
and ending on May Day, on the youth question, sMould be organized. The purpose of 
thie campaign is to develop our understanding of this question and to orient the 
whole party membership towards the youth in all areas of activity, Material for 
thie campaign ehall be iseued by the education and youth commissions. 


The Party should find both the opportunities and forms for speaking directly 
to non-Party youth on the issues of the day and on socialism. Forums, debates, 
leaflets, metings, etc., should be encouraged to the fullest degree, 


State coumittees are urged to involve youth in every level of Party leadership 
in all commiseions and committees. 


The incoming National Committee, witbin a period of no more than 30 days after 
the adjournment of thie convention, shall appoint a full-time director of youth 
affaire and establish a functioning nétional commission on youth affairs composed 
of youth and adult members, This commission, amongst other things, shall issue a 
regular national party youth bulletin. We urge that in a brief period of tim 
those state committees which have not done so, elmll establish political and org- 


anizational responsibility for youth affairs, 


PARTY WORK AMONGST YOUTE 

The Party is the vanguard of the working clase ani, therefore, of ite youth, 
ae well ae of non-working class youth, It should not, and does not delegate its 
vanguard role to any other grcup or organization. To do so would mean to set up 
more than one center of Commmnist leadership, more than one Communist Party. 

To vork amongst youth is to vork for the future. The present generation of 
youth, led by the working class, ie the guarantee for success in the struggle for 
peaceful co-existence, They are also our party of the immdiate future, Without 
full attention to their needs and development, the Party jeopardizes ite om ez- 
istence as an effective vanguard. 

Youth vork shall be placed next 
our major areas of mase vork,. 
especially to working clase youth, Aid should be extended to those youth who are 
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TCWARD A MARKIST YOUTH ORGANIZATION 


A Marxist youth organization is essential to the development of a mture 
American youth movement, It could help further the present democratic youth 
groupings and movements in the direction of support to and alliance with the labor 
and Negro people's liberation movements. It could contribute to the task of 
helping to unite the present generation of youth against monopoly capital. It 
could win tense of thousands of young people to the cause of socialism. 


The conditions for the establishment of such an organization must include the 
existence of a substantial number of non-party socialist-minded youth who are 
ready to join with party youtb to set up such an organization. It is desirable that 
as many of these youth as possible be participating in the activities and struggles 
of existing youth organizations and movements. 


The formation of such a national organization today would be premature and 
therefore doomed to isolation, since the conditions for ite formation do not exist 
in a sufficient number of areas in our country. 


We urge every State Committee to develop its mass youth work through education 
and action in such a manner that the conditions for setting up local Marxist youth 
organizatione will emerge as rapidly ae possible, Our work with youth in existing 
mass movements and organizations, our agitation for our Party youth program and our 
education for socialiem will help guarantee euch a base, 


We look forward to the emerging of a national, organizationally independent, 
socialist organization of youth which is dedicated to participation in the everyday 
struggles for the immediate demands and needs of youth; which consistently conduct 
agitation and education for socialism amongst youth; and educates ite membership 
in the science of Marxism-Leninism. 


Such an organization, to grow and develop, would have to give serious consid- 
eration in policy and organization to the interest an¢ other differences existing 
becween working and trade union youth, student youth, and teen-agers. 


Through its educational, cultvral, sports, social and political activities, 
it should toc rade as attractive as possible to all honest young people, from those 
who agree to all ite principles and activities to those who want just to learn 
ebout socialism or particircte in certein of its activities. It should be suf- 
ficiently flexible to include all except conscious anti-Communists, racists, and 
the dead-end sects, 


A_PROGRAM FOR YOUTH 


The struggle for the needs, desires, and espirations of American youth is a 
struggle to which this Conventicn dedicates our whcle party. Our participation 
in these struggles will help unite youth -- in allience with labor and the Negro 
people -- against the enemy of all, monopoly capital, To enhance this struggle, 
we present - for the consideration of America's youth, the following youth program: 


The right to learn, to become educated: 


1. Free education and educational facilities, from kindergarten through 
college. 


2. Elimination of all forms of discrimination, including the quota systems, 
to guarantee full integration at all levels of education, 


3. Federal school financing to guarantee: 
@. All necessary improverents in physical plant, facilities, and 
educational staffs to eliminate inequalities created by dis- 
crimination. 


b. Expanded scholarship granta, loan funds, ani part-time work 
projects freed of all loyalty provisions. 


c. Free nigh schoole, from public school through college for 
those unable to attend full-time institutions. 


a. Decent wage standards for teachers, 


e. Expanded vocational training to incluie new skills needed becauss 
of growing automtion, and « non-diecriminatory job placement 
program, 
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f. Review of present curricula, text-books, etc., to guarantee 
Provision of education for higher skills, an accurate picture 
of labor and minority groupe' contribution to American life, 
education for democrapy,. 


hb, Academic freedom, The elimination of all restrictions on the right of 
students to organize, to listen, to discuss, to debate, to evaluate, to conclude 
and to act. 


5. The restoration of all political rights to teachers where they have been 
curtailed so that they my agein becom full fledged citizens, A teacher whose 
citizenship rights have been oumtailed by law or otherwise, cannot teach others the 
righte and duties of citizens in a democracy. 


The Right to a Job. 


1. A Fedeval Youth Works program to provide on-the-job training at prevailing 
wage rates, especially in the new skills demanded by modern automted industry, 


2. Expansicu of present apprentice training and on-the-job treining programs. 
The right of Negro and other minority youth to acetone, gael in all job training pro- 
graeme and to have the sam rights to jobs, equal wages, and trade union membership 
ees other youth have, 


3. Unemployment insurance for students who leave school or other youth seeking 
jobe for the first tim, 


4, Adequate pensions and voluntary earlier retirement for adult vorkers to help 
create additional jobs for youth, 


a Recreation Cul e 


1. A vastly expanded program of slum clearance an} low-rent housing develop- 
mente in all commmities on a fully integrated basis, Opening of all present hous- 
ing to Negroes and other minority groupe, Llegisletion making discrimination in pri- 
vate as well as public housing a crime. 


2. All public school, public park, and other public institutions with recrea- 
tional and athletic facilities to remin open after school hours and on week-ends for 
use by young people on 4 non-discriminatory basis, and the establishment of such new 
centers, 


3. Youth participation in the administration of all after school recreational 
and athletic, and social service center programs should be cncouraged and developed, 


4h, The addition to present teaching staffs of newly trained youth workers, to 
Work with these youths in the organization and ure of the present and future facil- 
ities. 


5. A people's educational campaign against the attempted brutalization, demor- 
@lization and immoralization of America's youth, directed against the monopoliste in 
@1l cultural media in their glorification of war, murder, crim, brutality and sex- 
ual perversion. 


6. The opening of trade union halls, churches, and facilities of all people's 
organizations for use by the sone and dauzhters of their members, by the youth in 
the particular communities and the developmit of youth activity programs by such 
organizations, 


7. Adult legal status, including the right to vote, should be granted to all 
reaching their eigtwenth birthday, 


In_a World at Peace: 


1. Abolition of the draft -- of compulsory military training and service, 
and of the ROIC. 


2. Ending of all atomic testing. 


3. Complete disarmment. All funds needed for the implementation of this 
whole program could easily come froma part of the present armaments expenditures. 


4, Development of youth exchanges -- students, workers, athletes, musicians, 
teachers, etc. -- between the United States and the socialist countries. 
This should be inc ted into an American Youth Bill (core - erates 
might consider inc ates of what is copttoahie into a State Youth Bill 
for involving youth in the 1960 election campaign. : 


The Bight to 
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COMMITTEE EXHIBIT NO, 19 


17TH CONVENTION RESOLUTION ON THE NEGRO QUESTION 
IN THE UNITED STATES 


The decade of the Sixties will mark the hundredth anniversary of the eman- 
cipation of the Negro people from chattel slavery in the United States. It will 
&lso register the bundredth anniversary of the enactment of the 13th, 14th and 
15th Amendments. These Amendments proclaimed that Negroes should enjoy equality 
of citizenship status and constitutional rights with all other Americans, 


Yet today, almost a century after the enactment of the Civil War amendments, 
Negroes are not free and equal citizens. On the contrary, now numbering som 18 
millions, 11 percent of the total population, they are the most severely oppressed 
and exploited of all the peoples that constitute the American nation. They are 
eubjected to a systematic pattern of segregation, discrimination and recist defan- 
etion in varying degrees, in all areas of the country and in all aspects of life. 


The oppression of the Negro people manifests itself in three characteristic 
features: the denial of equal economic opportunities, of political rights and of 
social advantages. All three are rooted deep in the historic development of the 
nation -- in slavery and in the long period of oppression which has followed eman- 
cipation. 


Though a specially oppressed part of the American nation, the Negroes in the 
United States are not constituted as a separate nation, They have the character- 
istice of @ recially distinctive people or nationality. They are @ component part 
of the whole American nation which is iteelf an historically derived national form- 
ation, 4n amilgam of more or less well differentiated nationalities. 


Though deprived of equal rights and of the possibility to participate fully 
in all aspects of the national life, the Negro people (no less than the other 
national components) have contributed to and have an inseparable stake in the 
American nation's common territory, economic life, language, culture and peycho- 
logical mke-up. 


As & result of their singular historical experiences the Negro people are 
deprived of equal statue in the life of the American nation free of all manner of 
oppression, social ostracism, economic discrimination, political inequality, and 
racial segregation. 


To conclude that the Negro people in the U.S. are not « nation is not to say 
that the Negro question in our country is not a national question. It ie indeed 
@ national question. The question is, however, a national question of what type, 
with what distinguiehing characteristics, calling for what strategic concept for 
ite solution. 


The fact that the Negro question is not one of an oppressed nation fighting 
for national-state sovereignty does not diminish the revolutionary import of the 
Negro people's struggle in the United States. It is a special feature of the 
American road to socialiem that the requisite preparation of the forces for effect- 
ing funZamental social change in the system requires the completion of the bourg- 
eois-democretic norms of political, economic and social development for the South 
and the Negro people as a whole. In this respect the Negro question differs from 
that of other minority groupe. 


The chief oppressor of ‘be Negro people, and the primary beneficiary of their 
oppression, ie the classe of monopoliste, the capitalist commanders of the economic 
and political heights of our present social system. It is minly into their pock- 
ets that the super-profits flow as @ consequence of the extra exploitation of Negro 
workers of factory and farm. It ie their system of reactionary, ruling class pol- 
iticial control that is bolstered by the disfranchisement of Negroes in the South 
and their under-representation in government everywhere; by the perpetuation of 
lily-white state governments dedicated to the maintenance of white supremacy and 
pliant submiseion to the demande of Northern induetrieliste; and by the presence 
of @ sizeable bloc of Dixiecrate in the Federal Congress who block all programs 
for sovial welfare. 


It is their domination and polJution of the cultural life and social custome 
of the nation that is strengthened by the prevalence of @ far-reaching system of 
social indignity and abuse ranging from the customsry exclusion of Negroes from 
tax-supported public facilities to the barbarous crime of lynching. 
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Negro freedom can be achieved, therefore, only at the expense of the super- 
profits and the political power position of the monopolists and their Dixiecrat 
pertuere, It can be, secured only through struggle against racist oppressors and 
exploiters--the Dixiecrats, the monopoliste and those who serve their interests. 


For thie reason the Negro people's freedom movement must be seen as one of a 

tripod of social forces upon which monopoly has built its empire of exploitation, 

which are in irreconcilable opposition to it and which are compelled by the nature 
of their position to struggle against it. 


The other two forces of the tripod are: (1) the working clase which seeks, 
through the labor movement, & bigger share of the fruite of its labor and must 
eventually contend for control of the means of production, and (2) the world anti- 
imperialist forces, consisting, in the min, of the colonial revolutionary move- 
ments and the Communist-led nations and parties. 


Each advance of the Negro movement weakens the power of reaction in American 
life. It has the most revolutionary import. It must therefore command the active 
support of all other victims of reaction and monopoly greed--the workers of mine, 
mill and factory, the working farmers, small business people, etc. 


Conversely, every victory of the working clase in its battle for higher living 
standards, better conditions of work and increased social security, every general 
democratic and social advance of the nation, marks an inroad into the mammoth ec- 
onomic power of the capitalist spawnere of Negro oppression. It therefore calle 
for the sympathy and the aid of the organized Negro movement. 


Sufferers at the hands of a common enemy, the Negro people's liberation move- 
ment and the forces of organized labor must increasingly make common cause to find 
relief from the ills imposed upon both by their mutual foe. 


Not only the working clase but all social classes and currents which are in 
any degree restricted in their democratic development by the reactionary monopoliste 
have a stake in the cause of Negro freedom. Thus, the family-size farmer, the sme 
busineseman,the professional middle classes are called upon to champion the Negro’ 
struggle to be free. 


This way, the Negro movement will be able to hurl against the monopoly strong- 
hold of American racism not only ite own proper and growing strength, but also the 
massed power of all groups in American life which are, by the nature of our society, 
the Negro's most likely allies and monopoly's natural enemies. 


The Negro movement's need and possibility for sympathetic alliance do not end 
with the nation's borders. In recent years, especially, the fight for equel citi- 
zenship has been en’anced by the sympathy and support which it has aroused abroad, 


The continuation of flagrant oppression of Negroes at home undermines the 
prestige of U.S. imperialists and contradicts their efforts to extend their influ- 
ence among colonial and recently liberated nations. 


This stands in contrast to the continuing development of genuine solidarity 
relations which the Soviet Union, China and the rest of the socialist countries 
maintain with the peoples of Asia, Africa and Latin Amica. 


This international aspect of the Negro question is of major importance in 
the struggle for equality at home, favorable to wresting concessions from the 
ruling class. 


The Negro movement will be further strengthened as it forges bonds of conscious 
alliance with the rising colonial, semi-colonial and newly independent nations of 
the world: the peoples of Asia, Africa and Latin America who have taken a glorious 
and irreversible path which leads to freedom from imperialist domination. Negro 
Americans have much to gain from their succesees and many lessone to learn from 
their struggles. 


Likewise, the Negro people must come to look with favor upon socialism which, 
in vast areas of the world and among more than a third of the world's peoples, has 
viped out national oppression and eliminated the source of class domination, the 
profit system. It points the path to full realization of genuine equality and 
enduring prosperity. 
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Given this setting within which the Negro movement functions today, how shall 
the movement grow? What are its foremost goals and how shall they be attained? 


The question of Negro freedom is the crucial domestic iseve of the day and a 
factor of international consequence. 


The circumstances of their common oppression and the unanimous demand for 
equality of rights and status as American citizens are the ties that bind together 
all strata of the Negro population. The steadily growing unity of the Negro people 
is manifested in the continuing growth of their mass organizations and institutions, 
in the singularity of their basic demands, in the militancy of their advocacy and 
action for equal rights, in the developing coordination and collaboration between 
the organizations which constitute the Negro people's movement. 


This new strength of organization not only provides for the greater mobiliza- 
tion and exercise of the fighting power of Negro Americans to advance; it also es- 
tablishes the basis for more formal and equitable alliance relations with organized 
labor and other progressive organized formations of the general population, 


The struggles of the Nogro people and the resultant significant advances have 
inspired Negro Americans with a new quality of self-confidence. A profound spirit 
of national consciousness and pride in their racial identification permeates the 
Negro people of the U.S. today. it fires their determination to build ever closer 
their unity in order to wage the struggle even more militantly to break down all 
barriers to their exercise of any and all political, economic and social rights 
enjoyed by other citizens, 


The great masses of Negroes unite not in order to separate them- 
selves from the political, economic or social life of our country. 
They unite to more effectively employ the strength of their own 
numbers and the weight of their alliance with other parts of the 
population to level all barriers to their fullest integration into 
all aspects of the economic, political and social life of the Amr- 
ican people as a whole, They are forging an internal national unity 
to facilitate their struggle for integration as free and equal Amr- 
ican citizens. 


The Negro people's movement is today's standard bearer in the struggle to open 
up the now-restricted areas of democracy. It is the decisive strategic ally of the 
working class in the current struggles for liberty and livelihood and in all stages 
that lead to the subsequent achievement of the necessary fundamental transformation 
of American society from the present capitalist exploitative system to that of soc- 
ialiem. To cement the Negro-labor alliance now through powerful mass struggles for 
Negro rights, is to lay the cornerstone for those broad anti-monopoly groupings of 
labor and people's forces on which the progressive future of our country depends. 


Against the background of thie estimate of the Negro people and their freedom 
movement, what are the special tasks and responsibilities of Communists? First and 
foremost, it is the obligation of the vanguard Party of the American working cless 
to lend every support to the Negro people's struggle. More, it is the task of Com- 
munists to rally the working clase and the American people to the support of the 
Negro people's just demands. It is especially the duty of Communists to promote 
@n awareness among the white pro-democratic forces of their own self-interests in 
the fulfillment of the freedom aspiratione of the Negro people. We must continually 
point out that no major social advances can be made without a resolution of thie 
question. Negro equality and freedom is a bsic question of principal, not a fringe 
issue. Every compromise on this question weakens the general democratic struggle of 
the people. 


The main obstacle to consolidating higher forms of Negro-labor alliance is the 
continuance of racist practices and discrimination within the trade union movement. 
These practices are reflected in the compromising, vacillating, ineffective approach 
of the lebor movement to the key task of organizing the unorganized Negro and white 
workers of the South on a basis of equality; in the perpetuation of lily-white con- 
stitutional clauses in two international unione of the AFL-CIO; in the continued 
existence of Jim Crow locals in some internationals and Jim Crow practices in locals 
of other internationals; in the slow pace of the advancement of Negro trade union 
leaders to poste of top leadership and responsibility in many unions, and, most 
dramatically, in the crude attack of AFL-CIO president George Meany on A, Philip 
Randolph at the recent AFL-CIO convention. 


It is a duty of Commumiste to help the trade union movement right these 
offenses against class wity. 
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Since the character of Negro oppression is delineated by the widespread denial 
of economic opportunity, political rights and social advantages, the urgent demande 
of the Negro freedom movement must be to secure these necessary ingredients of equal-. 
ity. Negroes of all classes, with a practical unanimity, subscribe to these demands; 
for no Negro, whatever his class position, can fully escape the yoke of exploitation, 
discrimination and derision. As a result, the Negro movement embraces 411 classes of 
the people for whom it speaks. 


Yet the yoke of oppression does not impose an equal burden on Negroes regardless 
of class. It rests with special weight on the back of the Negro worker. For it must 
never be forgotten that the cardinal aim of anti-Negro oppression ie super-profits, 

and those profite are most readily and directly realized out of the poorly paid toil 
of Negro workers. 


Therefore the Negro workers, and especially the two millions who are members of 
the organized labor movement, have a special and decisive part to play in the fight 
for Negro freedom. Segregated largely in the hard-labor, basic production functions 
of U.S, industry, they are denied promotion to highly skilled jobs, often excluded 
from apprenticeship training programs, and often denied equal pay for equal work. 
They are still excluded from som unions and shamefully discriminated against in 
others. In the ranks of the unemployed they loom proportionately twice as large as 
white workers. 


The most immediate and pressing mterial needs of the Negro worker, therefore -- 
food, clothing and shelter for himself and his dependents, security for hie loved 
ones, and education and cultural advancement for his children -- depend upon an un- 
relenting fight againet Jim-Crow. His interest is in eliminating every vestige of 
discrimination from is industry, hie shop and hie union, first of all; but it also 
extends to every phase of American life, for he knowe thet his inferior status in 

the economic life of the nation is partly fixed by the subordination of Negroes in 
the nation's affairs generelly. 


To the etruggle for Negro freedom the Negro worker brings many indispensable 
contributions. Foremost among these is mase action, in the best tradition of the 
lebor movement of which he is a part. Without this element the battle for Negro 
equality cannot be fully effective. Never has there been a more apparent need for 

joining the legal campaigns and educational activities which constitute the bulk of 
the program of the main Negro people's organizations with well-conceived, militantly 
directed actione involving masses of Negro people and their allies. 


Ae euch actions take place the Negro worker may be expected to support and 
initiate them, not only with his own considerable and strategic strength, but also 
with the oo-operation of thousands and eventually millions of his white fellow- 

workers. 


Communists have long advocated the united action of the Negro workers to enhance 
their fight for equality on the job and in the labor movement, and to add their org- 
anized weight to the struggles of their people for freedom. We greet and will eup- 
port the initiative which Negro workers have taken in forming the groundwork for & 

national Negro labor organization to accomplish these ends. 


* 


Fully one-third of the Negro population who live within the deep Southern 4reas 
of Negro majority are farmers and rural toilers, It is at once apparent, therefore, 
that the struggle of the Negro medium and small farmers, the sharecroppers, the 
tenants, the land-poor and landlese farm toilers to secure their ownership and tenure 
of the land and to improve their livelihood and social, cultural and political con- 
ditions, represents one of the major factors entering into the solution of the Negro 
question in the U.S, It is an important part of the immediate struggles for the ec- 
onomic well-being and democratic rights of the Negro people as well as for the strat- 
egic solution of the Negro's aspiration to political equality. 


Pending @ more basic development toward nationalization and socialization in 
American agriculture, the present struggle of the Negro farm masses for the land 
manifests iteelf in the advocacy and support for a whole series of reforms, They 
demand @ moratorium on debts and evictions; interest-free or low interest, long-term 
government financed loans for the purchase of land, for private farms and coopera- 
tives, livestock, farm equipment, seed, fertilizer, house construction and repair, 
etc. They demand that the government insure the availability of land to the land- 
lees and land-poor farmers through the forced purchase of the idle lands of the 
large estate and plantation owners with government control of its resale and minimum 
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rates on long-term credit basis with priority to the poorest farmers. They demand 
firm price controle on farm machinery and cheap rental rates for the use of such 
machines. 


Furthermore, the Southern Negro farmers are engaged in struggle for schools, 
hospitals, the right to vote and political representation, for cheap electric 
power, adequate roads end a fair share of various other public services. 


The Negro farmers conduct their struggle through organizations and in such 
forme as are common to farmers generally in the country and to the Negro people in 
the South particularly. They strive to express their will at the polle to the 
meager extent that they can vote and are much occupied with activity for the right 
to vote. They petition, send delegations and hold conferences to formulate and 
make known their demands to the authorities. Though represented to some extent in 
@ll of the mijor farm organizations, the Negro poor farmers, like Southern white 
poor farmers, are largely unorganized in terms of & class organization with their 
white brothers in behalf of common economic and political demands, The organiza- 
tion of the unorganized working farmers, Negro and white, is an outstanding urgent 
need of, and task before, the labor movement as well as the Negro people's freedom 
movement. 


While properly emphasizing the importance of the struggle of the Negro farmers 
for the land in the total struggle of the Negro people for economic, political and 
social equality and national freedom we should not exaggerate. If in the past we 
were able to speak of the struggle of the poor farmers for the land as the "main 
thing” in securing the conditions for the solution of the Negro question in the 
U.S., it was because of two considerations which no longer obtain. First, decades 
ago, over two-thirds of the Negro people were rural folk bound to the land in one 
form or another and therefore any basic improvement in the conditions of life of 
the Negro masses presupposed an improvement of their economic status on the country- 
side. Secondly, the oppressive, reactionary, Jim Crow political and social super- 
structure of the Southern states had as ite primary economic base the feudal-capit- 
alist cotton, tobacco and cane plantations. The economic base of Bourbon rule and 
Negro oppression was the plantation economy, the smashing of which would deprive 
the Bourbons of their primary material stake in the oppression of the Negro people. 


Landlord capital is no longer the capital base, or dominant form of the econ- 
omic power of the modern Dixiecrat ruling circle -- the heirs and perpetuators of 
the vicious regimes of Negro oppression and exploitation which continue to prevail 
in the Southern states. The Jim Crow political and social superstructure with ite 
diefranchisement and economic robbery of the Negro people now serves (and is sus- 
tained by) the dominant industrial and financial branches of absentee Wall Street 
and local Southern capital. Therefore, to deprive the Southern ruling oligarchy 
of the economic base of its power (and motive for the oppression of the Negro 
people) it ies no r simply a mtter of breaking ite monopoly grasp upon the 
land (the plantation). The breakup of the plantations (as necessary as that is) 
will not of iteelf deprive the present oligarchy of Southern political reaction of 
ite economic base for, or stake in, subjugating the Negro people. 


Hence, we see that the struggle for the land, "for the breakup of the planta- 
tions" cannot be cast as the exclusive axis upon which the entire outcom of the 
struggle for Negro freedom pivote; rather it should be viewed as a major, but de- 
rivative and subsidiary part of the struggle of the Negro people's movement for 
economic, political and social equality, on the one hand, and an allied struggle of 
the working class against the monopolists and men of the truste on the other. 


The main class enemy -- robber and oppressor-- of the Negro people is seen 
to be, therefore, the common clase enemy of labor and 811 toiling msees -- monopoly 
capital, tho imperialist robber clase. Hence, it is clear that the decisive clase 
force in the Negro people's freedom movement, which ultimately will ascend to the 
leadership of that movement, is reveeled as the workers. 


The Negro workers have special bonds with the semi-proletarian, poor farmer 
masses of the countryside; they stand in a special durable relationship with each 
other within the all-clase Negro freedom front. 


As @ further barrier to the Negro's freedom aspirations, in many areas of the 
South disfranchisement, sustained by illegal trickery, intimidation and terror,all 
but exclude him from effective participation in government, Roughly 1,260,000 Negro 
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citizens have, by painetaking and brave effort, won the right to vote in the 
elven ex-Confederate states, But this is only a fraction of the 6,000,000 Negro 
adults who are entitled to the franchise in thie area. On the strength of this 
disfranchisement, Negroes are denied public office and have no part in running 
the state, county and municipal governments which opprees them with an iron hand. 


Though Negroes are a fourth of the Southern population, not one of their 
number occupies a seat in the national Congress. The determination of issues 
of greatest concern to their welfare is invariably in the hands of racist poli- 
ticians who through long tenure and seniority based squarely on Negro disfranch- 
isement, rise to dominant positions in the Federal legislature. 


In Northern communities, where the vote is more readily available to Negro 
citizens, they are nevertheless denied the direct representation and influence 
which their numbers would warrant by entrenched political machines. This is 
ordinarily accomplished by gerrymandering of election districts to deny Negroes 
representation, by excluding Negroes from positions of real power in the capit- 
alist parties, and by various other maneuvers. 


The fight for Negro freedom, therefore, requires a determined crusade to 
win the right to vote and to be voted for in the South, The flagrant disfran- 
chisement of millions of Negro citizens in the middle of the Twentieth Century, 
and in the face of the monopolists' loud boasting about the quality of American 
democracy, is so shocking and repuleive that great masses of people in all parts 
of the country can be rallied to force an end to it. This is especially true if 
these masses are helped to realize that the result of this battle will be the 
extension of political democracy, not for Negroes alone, but for all democratic 
forces in the nation, This battle for political equality can provide the next 
big breakthrough in the continuing struggle of the American people to wrest the 
political machinery of government from the hands of the economic barons. 


In an immediate sense, this requires, as part of the 1960 electoral campeign, 
a mighty movement to force the Federal government to use its power and its con- 
stitutional authority to guarantee and protect the unhampered use of the franchise 
by the Negro people of the South, The proposal of the Federal Civil Rights Com- 
mission for Federal officials to replace tiased Southern registrars must become 
& rallying point for masses of Americans, 


A united Negro electorate in Northern communities can become 4 decisive 
force in winning the right to vote in the South. In many Northern states the 
Negro vote constitutes a balance of power between the two mejor parties. The 
development of independent, non-partisan political unity movements, bound to no 
party, but including Negroes who are committed to both parties, and also including 
independent voters, provides a means of unifying the Negro vote in the North. Such 
movements should support those candidates who will work and vote for guarantees of 
political equality for the Negro people of the South, and oppose and defeat those 
candidates who refuse to do so. In this respect the Dixiecrate in the Democratic 
Party and their supporters in the Republican Party must be singled out for the 
main attack, The unified Negro vote in Northern communities must also increasingly 
address itself to the task of overcoming the under-representation of Negroes in 
elective and appointive offices at all levele of government. Furthermore, united 
non-partisan political action of Negroes will advance Negro candidates for public 
office and exert pressure for advanced 3ocial measures in the state and national 
legislaturee., Such united efforts of Negroes, whatever form they take, will be 
strengthened to the degree that they form working alliances with other non-partisan 
forces dedicated to independent action in the political field. 


The common objective of Negroes, wherever they may live in the United States, 
is to be free of discrimination. Negro Americans everywhere aspire to legal equal- 
ity with their fellow white countrymen in the political, economic and cultural 
life of the country. The popular expression "to fight for Negro rights” is under- 
stood by the Negro people to mean the struggle for these general objectives. 


To be able to realize these objectives it is required that the Negro people in 
the U.S, must secure their full rightful share of governmental power. In those 
urban and rural communities where they are the larger part of the population gener- 
ally, and in the Deep South area of the historic American cradle-land of the Negro 
people particularly, they must constitute the majority power in government. 
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In its essence, therefore, the struggle for Negro rights is not a mere “civil 
rights" fight, it is a political struggle; a struggle for a just share of represent- 
ation nationally; a struggle for majority rule in the localities where they are the 
dominant people in the population; a struggle for genuinely democratic representa- 
tive government in the southern states in particular and in the country as 4 whole. 


While the essential character of the Negro people's moverent for democratic 
rights and national equality is a political struggle ror adequate governmental 
power and representation in government in order to enact, enforce and defend free- 
dom and equality demands of the Negro people, it is also a fact that economic strug- 


gies and pciwlar manifestations can compel changes in practices and treatment long 
before they are given expression in law. 


At the heart of this political struggle for Negro righte at the present time 
is the fight for the ballot, for free and universal suffrage rights. Accompanying 
this central demand and limited only by the advances made in achieving full suffrage 
rights, is the fight for Negro representation. To register successes in this regard, 
certain things are required: 


1. A mobilizing, activizing and uniting, to the greatest possible extent, of 
the Negro people and their allies in support of "unity" candidates committed to a 
program of equal rights for Negroes. 


2. Maximum mobilization and unity of Negro voters in support of “unity” 
candidates committed to a program of equal rights for Negroes. 


3. Mutual assistance pacts for political action; an ever solidifying alliance 
between the organized Negro suffrage movement and the Negro electorate on the one 
hand, with the organized labor movement and popular democratic rights and peace 
movement on the other, The latter point, i.e., the linking of the particuler 
struggle of the Negro people for Negro rights to the general struggle of labor for 
democratic advancement and peace, for the welfare of the country as a whole, is 
required for winning either immediate or long range successes. As 4 minority 
people in the country as a whole, victory of the Negro people requires that the 
struggle be fought in alliance with the oppressed majority of the whole people, 
i.e., with the working class, the poor farmer masses, and the other strata victim- 
ized by the monopolists. 


4, In order to unite the Negro people and to forge the alliance between them 
and organized labor for the struggle for Negro rights, it is necessary for the 
Negro workers to exercise the initiative and leadersNip, 


5. To fulfill its historic role of the "leading force" in the freedom 
endeavors of the Negro people, tle Negro workers must be fully organized elongside 


their fellow white workers in the mass organizations of their class, the trade 
unions. 


In the conduct of all these struggles -- for economic, political and social 
equality --there inevitably arises in the Negro movement different approaches and 
estimates of the task and the best means of accomplishing it. These differences 
rise largely out of differences in class orientation of the component economic 
classes which conetitute the Negro movement. 


The outstamiing ami fundamental feature of the developments in Negro life in 
recent years has been the progressive emergence of two million organized workers 
as a major influence which has mightily affected and is now transforming the char- 
acter of all institutions in the Negro community, The organizational experience, 
heightened demands for equality and the militancy of these workers has left its 
Stamp in all areas of Negro life. From these organized Negro workers rise the 
impetus for militant mass action in the struggle for Negro rights, From them 
arises the main impetus for unity in Negro life. On the basis of the strength 
which they bring to the Negro liberation movement, the major organizations of the 
Negro people, and their leaders, have been increasingly enabled to adopt a more 
independent stand in the strugele for equality. 


This has awakened important progressive currents in the organizational life 
of the Negro people -- in their religious, civic, fraternal and political organ- 
izations. This is reflected both in struggle on issues of urgent moment to the 
Negro people, such as housing, jobs, school integration, police brutallty, and 
others, The Montgomery bus boycott and the movement flowing from it, the school 
struggles in the South and in many Northern communities ae well, are examples of 
this, It is also revealed in a growing development of united independent polit- 
ical action, as witnessed in Earlem, Memphis, Chicago, San Antonio and other areas, 
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All Negro organizations reflect thie development in the heightened effect- 
iveness of their contributions to the common goal of Negro freedom. Fraternal 
groups, women's organizations, social organizations and others have increased 
their independent social action programs and their service to the cause of Negro 
unity for freedom. Of particular moment has been the notable expansion of the 
role of the Negro church and many of ite leaders in mobilizing the Negro commun- 
ity against various manifestations of soclal injustice. 


Among these institutions the NAACP remains, in terms of size and influence, 
the major organization of the Negro people's movement wholly dedicated to the 
fight for full freedom. It reflecte within iteelf the major harmonies and contra- 
dictions of the present level of the Negro freedom movement. It deserves the con- 
tinuing support and attention of all progressive forces. Nonetheless construct- 
ive criticism must be made whenever necessary. The Negro movement is moving to 
higher norms of unity, Especially is this noticeable in the political erena. 
Notwithstanding the growing unity of the Negro movement, there are conflicting 
views, tactics, etc. What is decisive is that no approach, no tactic is likely 
to succeed unless rooted in a strategic concept based on reality. And that con- 
cept must be one of mass action of the Negro people, in alliance with labor and 
all other pro-democratic forces both at home and on 4 world scale. Communists 
must always stand in the forefront of building unity among the Negro people. But 
at no time do we surrender our ideological viewpoint. In this connection we 
should avoid two dangers. On the one hand, ideological agreement is not a condi- 
tion for unity in action, On the other, while participating in united progressive 
action, we retain our ideological independence. 


Throughout its history the Communist Party bas been a proud participant in 
the struggles of the Negro people for freedom, equality and justice. The Negro 
people, like all oppressed peoples and classes, are burdened by the yoke of re- 
action, plundered by capitalists, or under the heel of imperialist domination. 
Increasingly they will become aware that their most cherished aspirations and 
needs are reflected in the program of the Communists, in their science of social 
emancipation, Marxism-Leninism, and in their noble goal of replacing the reign of 
capitalists by a new social order. That social order--socialism and communisn-- 
which promises a truly just society without exploiting classes, a society of 
material abundance and cultural richness equally accessible to all. 


Communists are expected to take their place in the front ranks of the fight- 
ers for the rights of the Negro people against their oppressors and racist de- 
famers. The struggle for Negro rights requires a continuous and effective 
ideological campaign against racism, against every manifestation of "white 
supremacy” thinking and big nation chauvinism, It has been and remains the duty 
of Communists to patiently and persistently point out to the workers that anti- 
Negro racism is the ideology of the ruling class, that its purpose and effect 
is to wring superprofits out of the aweat of the doubly exploited Negro workers 
and to frustrate the demands of the trade unions and all workers for 4 greater 
share of their production. It has been and remains our duty to point out, with- 
out ceasing, that the racist denial of political and social rights to the Negro 
people of the South is the shield behind which the Dixiecrat-minded capital- 
iste restrict the exercise of democratic rights by all Southerners and sustain 
the reactionary rule of monopoly in the country ae 4 whole. 


Particularly in light of the upsurge for colonial independence in the East, 
in light of the historic achievements ofthe Chinese People's Republic, the 
emergence of India as a potent world fact, the stmining of the whole African 
continent againet centuries-old shackles, it is our responsibility to convince 
all sections of the American masses that the cause of Negro freedom serves the 
cause of world peace. 


Many among the staunchest and most farseeing sons and daughters of the 
Negro people join the Communist Party, The Communist Party is the vanguard of 
the working class and the Negro people's freedom movements. It is the Party 
of Negro and white unity in the struggle for equality, social justice and 
world peace. The Communist is one with the people. Whether on the job, in 
the neighborhood or in a particular organization, the Communist seeks to help 
the people in their strivings to better their conditions. ‘He helps the people 
to recognize and support those policies and programs which truly advance and 
serve their interests, and to fight most effectively against those programs, 
conditions and forces which harm the people and hold back their progress. 


The Communist has no interest alien to the best interests of the people. 
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Their aspirations for "life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness" are his 
deepest commitment. 


The source of the Communist's strength ie in his membership in the Commun- 
ist Party. Here he equips himself with the generalized experience of all who 
serve in good causes, of those who struggle for the welfare of the people on a 
thousand fronte. He studies the laws of social development and change in order 
to serve the people better. He seeks to msterthe science of Marxism-Leninism. 
He exchanges experiences with his cmmrades and deepens his understanding of 
the problems of our times and how best to assist the people in working for 
their solution. 


Early in its formative years the Communist Party put forward a program 
for the full economic, political and social equality of the en people. It 
was the first political party in ited States to do so. is demand 


sloganizes its program today. 


On Withdrawal of the Slogan of Self-Determination 


In 1930 the Communist Party adopted further programs on the Negro question 
in the United States in a pioneering attempt to theorize and project 4 principled 
solution to that special feature of Negro life -- the oppression of the planta- 
tion-bound masses of Negroes in the so-called Black Belt area of the deep South, 


Nevertheless, this particular program for the solution of the Negro ques- 
tion in the U.S. was revealed to be an incorrect orientation by the course of 
the development in the country and within the Negro people's movement. Life 
experience and greater knowledge of the question have exposed ite deficiencies and 
for thie reason the "self-determination” projection and for the solu- 
tion of the Negro question in the U. S, is now discarded. es National Commit- 
tee Document February 1959: Theoretical Aspects of the Question.) Our 
Party's view and policy in respect to the solution of t gro question in the 
U. S,. is to secure to the Negro people with all speéd the complete realization 
of genuinely equal economic, political and social status with all other Amr- 
ican citizens. 


Such an objective can only be realized through intensive struggle of a mase 
action character spearheaded by the united masse action of the Negro people them- 
selves and joined in by the labor movement and all democratic, progressive and 
anti-monopoly and anti-Dixiecrat forces in generel. 


The Communist Party declares that the min umrealized task of bourgeois 
(capitalist) democracy in the United States is revealed in the special oppres- 
sion of the Negro people. 


There is no national task of greater moment for all tte forces of social pro- 
gress of our nation than that of joining into the struggle for securing the full 
and equal economic, political and social rights of the Negro people. The accu- 
mulation of thie objective in the coming period would have the most salutory ef- 
fect upon the development of the whole front of social progress in our country. 
Victory on this sector would open the way to rapid developmente along the whole 
front for radical social advancement of the entire nation. 


Basic successes in the struggle for the Negro's political, economic and 
social equality and against racial segregation and discrimination are indispen- 
sable prerequisites for the further rapid development of working clase unity, 
working class consciousness, working class political initiative and advanced 
working class-led people's anti-monopoly political action. It will prepare the 
way for the extensive introduction of socialist and communist ideology and out- 
look into the labor movement. 


A central task of the progressive forces within the Negro people's movement 
is to aid in the promotion of a recognition of the inseparability of the strug- 
gle for world peace to the realization of necessary objective circumstances 
favorable to the triumph of the cause of Negro freedom. The foes of world 
peace and the oppressors of the Negro people have a common class root-- monopoly 
capital, imperialism. A common bond of interest linke the fighters for peace 
and the fighters for the democratic rights of the Negro people. 


The bonds of Negro oppression can and must be shattered. All signs point 
to an early and triumphant resolution of the century-old batle of the Negro 
people for full and equal citizenship. Thies in itself will represent a long- 
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overdue achievement of great historic significance. In addition, by providing 
the basis for a higher unity of the working class, it will help pave the way 
for @ socialist transformation of the national economy. The Communist Party 
will work toward the attainment of this noble objective with unstinting effort 


and unwavering dedication. 


#4 
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RESOLUTION ON THE~1960 ELECTIONS 


The new developments in our foreign policy symbolized by the Khrushchev visit 
have been welcomed by the overwhelming majopity of the American people. They eup- 
Port the current relaxation of tensions and have hopes that there is developing an 
era of peaceful coexistence. 


At the same time the country has witnessed a major reactionary offensive on the 
home front. The 86th Congress scuttled the rights of the Negro people, and the 
same Dixiecrat-reactionary Republican alliance, aided by important Northern Demo- 
crate, fastened the Landrum-Griffin Bill on the labor movement. 


The development of peaceful coexistence is by no means guaranteed. In both 
parties, powerful elements are trying to reverse thie trend, or failing this, to 
reduce it to the bearest minimum. It is in the people's most basic interest that 
&1l developments toward peace be reinforced and given further impetus. 


In both major parties there are strong currents counter to the peace séntimente. 
Nelson Rockefeller ie the high-octane cold warrior of the Republicans, representing 
gigantic combinations of oil and finance that aim to abort the developing peace 
movement. In the Democratic Party, the Truman-Acheson cold-war line continues to 
permeate its policies, 


Congrese dramatized these counter-currents by refusal to enact meaningful 
civil rights legislation and ite passage of anti-labor legislation. George Meany, 
AFL-CIO president, summrized our domestic problem when he told an Urban League 
banquet that the Dixiecrate are the common enemy of both labor and the Negro people. 


But labor must recognize that it ie the cold-war policy which George Meany and 
others support that providee a bulwark for the Dixiecrat-GOP alliance. 


The fact is that some big businese forces seeing the new turn in world affairs 
are developing their own economic program to meet it. The essence of their pro- 
gram is intensified exploitation ef American vorkers so that a handful of monopo- 
olies can mintain an exorbitant rate of profit despite the new obstacles and re- 
strictions and competitive challenges in the world market. Rather than this pro- 
gram of big business, labor and the people must advance their program for 4 peace- 
time economy that will mean jobs and higher living standards. The peace issue in 
the 1960 elections will be strengthened by thie program. Linked to this must be 
labor's drive to halt and reverse the reactionary offensive in Congress. 


The brazen big business conspirecy to emasculate.and destroy the trade unions 
has already had the widest repercussions in the labor movement. In some quarters 
@ beginning has been made in re-evaluating the political role of labor. Moods of 
resistance and struggle are growing. 


labor contrasts two recent experiences. The first was a successful fight to 
emash the right-to-work initiatives in five states, In this struggle labor devel- 
oped a high degree of independence and unity and fought back militantly. 


The second was the passage of the Landrum-Griffin-Kennedy bill to which the 
AFL-CIO top officials failed to organize effective resistance. 


Civil rights legislation was betrayed by the same Dixiecrat-Republican 41li- 
ance. The President has failed to extend and guarantee constitutional protections 
to the Negro people in the South, 


These rights and these protections are basic to any democratic advance. The 
Civil Rights Commission hee reccnmended appointment of federal registrars through- 
out the southern states to guarantee the Negro people the right to vote, along 
with others now denied that right through local restrictive practices. Enforce- 
ment of the 14th Amendment long used as a shield by corporate monopoly is being 
urged in behalf of civil rights. This amendment provides for the reduction of 
the Congressional delegation of any state that denies the right to vote to ite 
adult citizens. 


In New Deal days, the Dixiecrat veto over Democratic presidential nominations 
was eliminated by abolishing the two-thirds rule at national conventions. But 
the power of the Dixiecrat members of Congress, who through disenfranchisement 
of the Negro voter guaranteed themselves constant re-election, expresses itself 
in national politics through control of Congrees, through the seniority rule for 
Congressional committees, A measure vital to defeat of the reactionary alliance 
is elimination of the seniority rule to end Dixiecrat control of the Congrees. 
Smashing the usurped power of the Dixiecrat bloc will remove a major barrier to 
the struggle for peace, democracy, labor and civil righte. 
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The feeson of the 86th Congress is clear: To the extent that labor and the 
Negro people's movement further advance independent political action, press for- 
ward their own positions and candidates, to that extent will they win their de- 
mande against the monopolists and their political henchmen. 


The dissatisfaction of liberals, labor and the Negro people with reaction and 
bossiem is reflected in the independent trends and groupe in the Democratic Party 
and is based on varied issues in different localities. In Congress these are ex- 
pressed by the struggles of Senators Clark, Macnamara and Proxmire against Lyndon 
Johnson. In New York, Mre. Eleanor Roosevelt, Herbert Leomn and Thomas Finletter, 
and more successfully, Congressman Adam Clayton Powell, conduct the fight against 
Carmen DeSapio. In California the Democratic club movement reflecte grass roote 
political organization and has considerable influence in shaping policies and di- 
recting candidates. A similar form existe in Chicago. In Michigan the power of 
labor, especially of the UAW, is a decisive factor. 


The debate around the role of the liberals in the Democratic Party likewise 
reflecte these dissatisfactions. Such forces as the ADA and the Liberal Party in 
New York are concerned by the continued concessions to the Dixiecrate. 


The internal struggles and the fluid situation within the Democratic Party 
can be utilized by the forces of labor and the Negro people to influence issues 
and candidates, What is needed is unity and cohesion, established independently 
of the old party machines, Movements in each of these fields with their own in- 
mediate task will confront @ common enemy--the alliance of Dixiecrate and reaction- 
ary Republicans, But they aleo share an important goal and the prospect of vic- 
tory. 


In these circumstances, the central political task confronting the labor, 
peace and democratic forces are: 


1) To bring the fight for peace up to the pace demanded by current develop- 
mente in the struggle for total disarmament and peaceful coexistence, it is urgent 
to bring these issues before every community, church, labor union and other org- 
anization of the people, and to compel every leader and specifically every office 
holder, candidate and potential candidate to take a public position on peace and 
these other vital issues, 


While gtving priority to the peace iseve, all the people's needs must be 
fought for -- wages, jobs, labor's rights, civil righte and liberties, social 
security, housing, health, youth needs, etc, How the cold war and vast military 
expenditures balk the people's social and economic needs must be emphasized. The 
people must understand that only an end to the cold war, radical reduction in 
armaments and the full functioning of the economy for peace can bring satisfaction 
of their needs, 


2) On the basis of the movements already mentioned and in connection with the 
election campaign, it is essential to work for broad electoral unity to oppose te 
chief candidates of reaction and the cold war, and to promote nomination and elec- 
tion of pro-peace, pro-labor and pro-civil rights candidates at all levels. Such 
candidates should include trade unionists and representatives of the Negro people, 
as well as nominees of other minority groupe, especially Puerto Rican and Mexican. 


Labor and the Negro people cannot make further progress on the basis of the 
present tiny representation from their own ranks in the Congress and public office. 
Thies election must see a substantial increase in labor and Negro candidates from 
the primaries through the elections. 


3) It ie imperative that the Dixiecrats be made a major target of attack, 
that they be exposed and isolated. Defeat of their reactionary Republican and 
Democratic party allies in the North is equally urgent. 


4) The Civil Rights Commission has proposed 4 system of federal registrars 
throughout the South, Thie system must te installed in 1960 to guarantee the 
Negro people their full rights to register and to vote, 


5) Every encouragement and full support must be given labor proposals for 
conferences early in 1960 on & national and local scale of labor and its allies. 
These conferences can lead to an independent position in the elections and exert 
powerful influence on the eelection of candidates, the drafting of programs and 
other vital aspects of the election struggle. Such local and national conferences 
called by the Negro people and liberal and people's organizations generally could 
further influence the political parties in a progressive direction. 
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6) The mjor party primaries will reflect these dissatisfaction and progress- 
ive forces will contest the reactionaries. Where reactionary candidates have been 
nominated by both parties, democratic and peace candidates on the independent tick- 
et should be promoted. 


7) The Communist Party to advance the unity of the people, promote and clarify 
the issues of the campaign and educate for socialism, will run ite own candidates, 
&@s it did in the Elizabeth Gurley Flynn and Ben Davis campaigns in New York and 
the Archie Brown campaign in California. Where because of undemocratic election 
lave, bane and undemocratic restrictions, it will do so in whatever way is open 
acting jointly with otbers, 


It ie essentiel to build, strengthen and multiply the independent electoral 
epparatus and organizations of labor (COPE) not only on shop aud union basis but 
Particularly in the communities, Also among the Negro people it is essential to 
Promote the independent political action and organizations such as the non-partisan 
Negro Voters Association both in the North and South, It is further necessary to 
support the struggle of the Negro people and disfranchised whites in the South to 
vote and it is important to launch a national campaign to ensure maximum registra- 
tion, electoral activity and casting of voces. 


In addition a fight should be launched against the growing undemocratic re- 
strictions which keep minority parties off the ballot and for proper reapportion- 
ment of representation and the abolition of gerrymandered districts. 


An important condition for the widest mobilization of the peeple in the inter- 
este of peace and for 4 progressive outcome of the elections is the establishment 
of joint action of Communists, Socialists, union militants and progressives. 


### 

By working along these lines, by buildings its independent strength and unit- 
ing all peace and people's forces, labor and the democratic forces can make head- 
way in 1960 in ousting leading reactionaries from office and electing peace and 
Progressive candidates, They can be in a strong position to determine thechar- 
acter of the next Administration and Congress and heip prevent wavering and back- 
sliding of the elected friends of labor and hasten the trend toward a rew polit- 
ical alignment and a mass people's party. 


Recognizing the dominance of Big Business over the two major parties, we con- 
etantly advocate the necessity of a new, & farmer-labor party. Such a political 
realignment will not be just a minority opposition party but one which can win 
the mijority, a new party based on the mase of labor, the farmers, the Negro 
People, and other sections of the population in which labor fulfille a leading 
role, In the course of all election activity it is necessary to advance such an 
objective on the basis of experiences in the elections. We do not # however, set 
a blue print and then try to make experience fit it. Nor do we advocate such 
an objective in any mechanized, eloganized way. We hold that such an objective 
gives perspective to immediate work and must increase participation in every 
election campaign. We warn against premature and adventurist splits which result 
in isolation. All of this must be said in relation to 1960 because we recognize 
that the major election campaign, including the independent movemente, will be 
within the two- party system. The election requires more attention to the de- 
velopment of independent movements and the many forms which that independence 
can take, with special attention to the Democratic Party through which the major 
sections of labor function in the elections. 


These goale cannot be achieved, however, through the formation of "independ- 
ent socialist parties” such as have been attempted in some areas, These support- 
ed by some liberals, progressives and socialist-minded radicals and used as a base 
of operations by some Trotskyites represent premature, sterile movements which 
can only serve to isolate the Left from the masses of labor and the Negro people. 


It is essential to educate themeses of the people in socialism, in the ac- 
complisiments of the socialist countries and what socialism would mean for the 
U.S.A. But such education cannot be viewed as 4 task apart from the etruggles 
ofthe people. The main task of the class conscious forces at the preeent time 
is to organize the uhity of the widest masses of people to struggle for their 
most vital needs, above all peace, through which struggle are created more 
favorable conditions for wider socialist understanding and organization of 
movemente. 
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The Communist Party will cooperate with and help stimulate the independent 
political organization and activity of labor and all other democratic forces and 
will support and participate wherever possible in united and democratic front 
alliances and movements. At the same time it will develop its own independent 
activity, help clarify issues and popularize ite basic program for an American 
road to socialism. . 


The 1960 elections afford to the Party and left and progressive forces generally 
& great opportunity to strengthen their forces and identify themselves more closely 
with the mass currents and movements stirring our country. 


The elections will also enable the Party to make 4& special contribution to the 
question which will overshadow the immediate issues-- namely, the competition of 
the two systems, socialism and capitalism, These will be discussed and debated 
and socialism will therefore be an issue in the broadest sense. The Party will 
bring the truth of socialism and ite superiority over capitalism to the American 
people. 


To advance the cause of peace and progress, the Communist Party will enlist 
support for the following immediate program: 


1. Guarantee peace for our country and the world by outlawing nuclear war, 
and war a6 & means of settling differences between countries. End the cold war 
and ectablish a policy of peaceful co-existence with peaceful relations, recogni- 
tion of and normal relations with People's China, trade and friendship with all 
nations. For total disarmament and cute in the military budget. Start reduction 
of taxes on léw incomes. 


2. Defend the Constitution and restore the Bill of Rights. Abolish the witch- 
bunting House Un-American Activities Committee and t-e Genate Internal Security 
Committee. Freedom for Henry Wineton, Robert Tompson, Gilbert Green, and all 
other political prisoners, including Morton Sobell, who is now serving his ninth 
year of a brutal 30-year sentence. Protect the rights cf the foreign-born aguinst 
deportation and harassment. Repeal the Smith and McCarran Act and establish the 
full legality of the Communist Party. 


3. For equal rights and full citizenship of the Negro people. Abolish Jim 
Crow segregation. Enforce the 13th, 14th and 15th amendments. Enact civil rights 
legislition to establish these rights immediately. 


4, Advance labor's right to organize, strike, to participate in political 
action. Repeal the Taft-Hartley and Landrum-Griffin laws. Prohibit strike- 
breaking by court injunction. Halt all Taft-bartley prosecutions. Gua.santee 
the right to a job and improved living and working conditions. 


Adeqauate compensation for all unemployed for the entire period of unemployment. 
Eetablish the 30-hour week with no reduction in pay. Increase social security 
payments. 


5. Protect the rights of the small farmers to their land and their implements. 
Assure adequate income through price supports. Provide credit and government loans 
at nominal interest rates, Market farm surpluses through foreign trade and to feed 
the hungry here and abroad. 

6, Aid small business by tax relief and easy credit. 


7. Enact an American Youth Act to meet the needs of the youth for education, 
recreation, health, and jobs. For the 18-year old vote, 


8. Enact health, education, cultural, and housing programs to meet the 
people's needs without corruption and profiteering. 


9. Establish public ownership and operation of all atomic energy facilities, 
railroads and public utilities. 


10. Halt monopoly profiteering. Put t~e tax burden on corporate wealth and 
high personal income, on the basis of taxation according to ability to pay. 


— 
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COMMITTEE EXHIBIT NO, 21 


DRAFT RESOLUTION ON TRADE UNION PROBLEMS 


Anti-Labor Offensive and Resistance of Workers 


A mounting strike movement is sweeping through America. The intensity and 
scope of the current class battles taking place, the tenacity with which the 
workers are resisting, is well shown in the 116-day solid strike of the 500,000 
steel workers. Their strike broken only temporarily by an eighty-day Taft-lartley 
injunction, these workers ere showing readinese to resume the struggle if an ac- 
ceptable agreement ie not reached, 


The same spirit evident in the steel industry, ies displayed by 35,000 copper 
Workers out on strike more than four months; by the striking Standard 011 and 
other oil and chemicel workers; packinghouse, Henderson textile, and others on 
strike for months; by the rubber, East Coast longshore, West Coast shipyard, New 
York hospital and other tens of thousande who have struck earlier. 


The strike movement continues to mount with a million reilroad workers pre- 
paring to strike if negotiations fail, as are many other hundreds of thousande of 
workers in communication, New York City transit, machine and electrical, aircraft 
and missile and in other unions in line for negotiations in the weeks ahead, 


Not since the strike movement immediately after World War I or the upsurge 
of the mid-thirties, has the American working clase experienced such rise of 
struggles. The current strikes are most often referred to as “automation strikes.” 
This is because most common to them and most militantly disputed are issues aris- 
ing out of the present-day sweep of technological changes, including automation, 
and the immense casualty of jobe in the process. The strikes are mass resistance 
to the condemning of millioné of workers to the scrapheap, to relief rolls, to 
permanently depreseed areas and ghost towne, and to a life of permanent insecurity. 


The strikes are a mes fight-back against the offensive launched by big busi- 
nese on the economic and political fronts. Thie assault on unions, unmatched since 
the open shop drive of the twenties, was long prepared. The campaign for "right- 
to-work" laws in the states; the three years of Senate McClellan Committee hear- 
inge designed to semar and discredit trade unions in general; the propaganda by 
industry and government blaming wage increases for inflationary prices; the agite- 
tion against unions as “monopolies” and now the use of all the arts on Madison 
Avenue against “featherbedding" and so-called "management's right to manage" -- 
these are all stages of the anti-union campaign. These union-busting forces have 
scored & major success with enactment of the Landrum-Griffin-Kennedy Law through 
which, for the first time, the trade unions come under a fully-rounded government 
control and regulation system. Moreover the law gives the employers new weapons 
to limit the strike and boycott and the right of unione to organize, bargain, and 
assist each other in strikes. 


The plan of attack calle for additional anti-labor "killer" legislation, euch 
as spplying anti-trust lewe to unions, outlawing industry-wide bargaining, banning 
strikes in transporation industries, prohibiting use of any funds for political 
ee @ national “right-to-work" law, and compulsory arbitration in major ind- 

8. 


The strike movement has reached a high level of intensity because Big Buet- 
ness, led by the steel corporations, have carried their attack to an assault on 
the most vital element of union protection -- the work rules and rights that give 
the workers at least e minimum of protection against insecurity, inbuman speed-up 
and exploitation under capitalism. Big Business, bypocritically crying for the 
“right to manage” aims to wipe out all such protective clauses and rules to weaken 
and eventually emash unions, and to clear the road for new technological changes 
at the expense of the workers. 


As yet the workers are in the min limited in their current strikes to a 
defense of some of their long established rules and conditions, as protection 
against the encroachment of automation. But the unity and determination displayed 
by the steel workers and others have already registered deeply in the conecious- 
ness of the labor movement. The persistence of the etruggle and its widened scope, 
can, if properly led, extend the current strike movement to an offensive character 
-- to a fight for more basic objectives, like the shorter work week already en- 
aw most unions and other demands to met the new technology and the new 
a 


Moreover, the attack of Big Business upon the trade unions goes hand-in-hand 
with the general drive of reaction against the common people, spurred primrily 
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by the most rabid pro-coldwar forces of the country, to foist an austerity era 
upon America, By austerity, Big Business means higher taxes and other belt- 
tightening sacrifices by the common people. The monopolies of America are beset 
by increasing contradictions in the world as increasing numbers abroad revolt 
against Wall Street domination; as the progress of the billion people in the 
socialist countries becomes more known to the peoples under capitaliem; as more 
colonial peoples gain their freedom, and as within our country there is a "post- 
McCarthyite" awakening among the people. These monopolies seek to shift the 
burden of their difficulties, including the heavy armament load, on to the backe 
of workers, farmers, the Negro and other emall-incomed people. That was the es- 
sence of the program outlined by Governor Nelson Rockefeller at the Economic 
Club and by other monopolists at the recent Congress of Industry of the NAM and 
other Big Business-run organizations. Some sections of Big Business seek to 
pump more vigor into their sagging coldwar drive by shouting such austerity is 
needed to "meet the Soviet challenge." They hope to hide the fact that in the 
Soviet Union living standards are constantly rising. 


The sharp struggles, especially in steel, and the offensive of capital 
refute dramatically and forcefully, the class collaboration theories of top 
AFL-CIO leaders. They turn to nonsense the "mutual trusteeship" idea of David 
J. McDonald, the "non-aggression agreement" with Big Business put forward by 
George Meany, the "common denominators" between labor and capital sought by 
Walter Reuther and claims by these leaders that there ie no clase struggle in 
America. Moreover, the attack of Big Business upon the key and powerful steel 
union, hae alarmed the trade unionists of the entire country and aroused on a 
general scale 4 greater spirit of unity and vigor and to some degree even clase 
consciousness to resist the offensive of capital, The developing struggle is 
also identifying to the people their common enemy -- the same enemy of workers, 
of the family farmer, of the Negro people, the Puerto Rican, Mexican-American 
and other groupe suffering discrimination and superexploitation. Thus, in the 
process of the developing movement, the struggle of labor will increasingly 
merge with the struggle of the Negro people and other groups for full rights as 
citizens and of the people on the farms whose purchasing power has reached a new 
post-war low, 


The current strike movement is the most significant fight-back development 
since the labor movement, in the main, wae taken by its leadership on the road 
of accomodation to coldwar policies, and even acceptance of the McCarthyism that 
the cold war came with, It is the first important break in more than a decade 
of stagnation and defeats. 


We Communists meet at a moment when the labor movement has, indeed, come 
to @ crossroads. Which course for labor -- the one that leads to new vitality 
and the passing over from a defensive position to an offensive for new goals and 
major advances? Or the course that leads labor further down the road to in- 
effectiveness and retreat? That is the question that today faces the labor 
movement in face -of clear evidence that the workers are willing to fight and 
march forward. 


That is the question that thinking trade unionists and union leaders are 
today pondering in the ranks of unions under pressure of widespread dissatis- 
faction among the rank and file and a recognition by ever-rising numbers that 
new answers are needed for the questions and problems facing labor in the present 
period. This questioning of old policies and re-examination of iseuee in quest 
for better answers ies stimulating a powerful force for 4 new progressive trend 
in the labor movement, It is a challenge not alone to the old guard conserv- 
atism among trade union leaders; it is no lees a challenge to the Communists and 
all other progressives and militants in the trade unions. How to stimulate this 
quest for new answers; how to encourage it into developing as a fighting movement 
for progress -- that's the big problem facing the active progressives of labor, 
and especially the Communists, to whom many rightfully look for initiative. 


It is with that challenge and problem that the Communist Party concerns 
iteelf in this resolution. 


The Situation in the Labor Movement 


The steel and other strikes; the new vigor and stature of the Negro trade 
unionists in the etruggle for conditions and for equal rights; the pressure for 
greater political independence in labor renke; the g.owing demand for all-inclus- 
ive working class unity; the pressures for a real peace policy in many quarters 
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-- all these trends are influences for a new forward-looking course. Theee 
trends are influences for @ new forward-looking course. These trends are devel- 
oping in spite of the hard-crust of old discredited policies and bureaucratic, 
institutionalized union machinery through which they must break through. 


Some of the top leaders, above @1l Meany, leid the labor movement open to 
the Landrum-Griffin-Kennedy Law by collaborating with the McClellan Committee and, 
in fact, initiating through "friendly" Senator Kennedy ® "moderate lebor reform" 
bill which opened the floodgates of reaction in Congress. The end result was a 
measure termed by even the leaders ‘of labor, the worst anti-labor lew since Taft- 
Hartley. But even after the law was enacted, many labor leaders promptly decided 
to "live with” the new law and accomodate themselves to it ae they did to Taft- 
Hartley wit4out appreciable resistance. 


In face of the intense struggle and clear evidence that big businese is on 
the warpath against labor, George Meany revived the idea of an overell "capital- 
labor" agreement to eliminate strikes that he unsuccessfully advanced four years 
ago. Within the current framework, the Meany proposal can have no other effect 
but to hold back the resisting workers. The fact that Meany called for such 
capital-labor unity to revitalize the coldvar policy, makes his proposal all the 
more ominous. Moreover, just as the proposal for a “moderete reform" bill helped 
to enact the anti-union Landrum-Griffin-Kennedy law, so thie proposal of Meany 
paves the way for the projected anti-strike bills. 


Meany's outburst in the manner of a racist, at A, Phillip Randolph at the 
San Francisco convention of the AFL-CIO: the effort of some top AFL-CIO leaders 
to build up Senator Kennedy, the original “reform" bill author, as a candidate 
for the Presidency; the continuance of craft versus industrial union struggles 
@mong some leaders of unions when unity is needed to organize the 70 percent still 
unorganized; the refusal of the leaders of labor to open the way for contacts with 
unions of socialist lands in face of @ breakdown of walls in most other spheree -- 
all these attitudes are the old policy of refusal to recognize the realities and 
the great changes that have come about in the United States and in the world. 


The background to the harmful policies of many in top AFL-CIO officialdom is 
the history of the past 12 years, beginning with their acceptance of Wall Street's 
coldwar policies. This brought a new and @ more reactionary content into the tre- 
ditional clase collaborationism of these leaders. In taking this course, these 
leaders based themselves on the concept that it will bring easy concessions to the 
labor movement, greater "respectability" and a "permanent prosperity" propped up 
by unending and rising expenditures for armaments and maintenance of military 
bases in 411 corners of the world. This course brought many of the labor leaders 


to @ common ground with the outetanding warmongers, war profiteers and notorious 
enemies of labor. 


To prove to employers that they were "dependable" and “responsible” leaders 
who could check the militancy of the rank and file, many of these leaders joined 
in the McCarthyite Un-American campaign to drive out of the trade unions Commun- 
iste and other militant non-conforming treads unionists under the guise of safe- 
guarding unions from Communist control. Thus in 1949 the CIO leadere expelled 
unions with a fourth of CIO membership who were among the most militant forces 
in the American trade union movement. 


The consequence of this coldwar course are well known. It led to conformance 
with the Taft-Hartley Law, and virtual abandonment of efforts to repeal it, It 
led to a weakening of the labor-Negro alliance that could be built only on the 
basis of @ real cleanup of jimcrow practices inside labor. It led to a halt of 
organizing efforte in the South and almost everywhere else. It led to alienation 
of labor from substantial sectors of the population that have been moving towards 
®@ peace policy. It led to the fostering of a virulent anti-Sovietiem that cul- 
minated in the shameful spectacle of!labor leaders, in contrast to most other 
sectors of the population, displaying a rudeness to visiting Nikita Khrushchev, 
It led to a decline of trade union democracy and an entrenchment of corrupt in- 
fluences in some sections of the labor movement, while all attention was given 
to an alleged "Commmist menace.” It led to more than a decade of stagnation 
in the labor movement, 


A %erious consequence of those top leadership policies, that proved very 
harmful to all labor, has been a weakening of the influence and activity of pro- 
gressive influence within the labor movement as a whole, The effect wae a weaken- 
ing of the positive influence provressives traditionally have upon the labor move- 
ment. This also narrowed the character and perspective of the trade union move- 
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ment, This weakened the challenge to business unionism practices and the racket- 
eering practices, initiated and inspired by employers, that it breeds, Weakened 
also because of thie decline of progressive influence, was the vigilance against 


trading off of working conditions, speed-up practices, and violation of other 
vital interests of the workers, 


Today it ie not only the progressives on the left who realize that the rosy 
perspective envisioned by many labor leaders on the basis of the cold war was 4 
sham, Many thousands now recognize it. It did not bring any of the promised 
resulte. Three recessions, with a fourth predicted by 1961, proved that there 
can be no permanent prosperity under capitaliem, even with huge expenditures for 
armamente. The real effect of that policy of "clase partnership" for the cold 
war was to expose the labor movement to the present fierce offensive by Big Busi- 
ness, It is meaty this weakening of the trade union movement and "flabbinees" 
(ae Reuther called it) that encouraged the foes of labor to launch their offensive. 
But the steel strike and other etrikes have shown that the workers are not "flabby" 
and that the trade union movement possesses the potential power which, if properly 
mobilized and directed, can defeat the offensive of big business. 


The past decade was not, however, all negative. There were som: notable and 
militant strikes in that period (Harvester, Westinghouse, coal miners and three 
steel strikes, etc.) The "right to work" campaign of the employers met stiff and 
successful resistance in many areas, notably in California, Washington and Obio. 
Some leaders, usually at lower levele, took @ progressive position on certain is- 
sues or in som struggles. There vere some notable manifestations of unemployed. 


The AFL-CIO merger of 1955 was also a positive development, reflecting 4 
growing pressure in union renks for an upward swing, for organization of the 
unorganized, for an end of inter-union strife, for more effective political 
action, and, above all, for a unification of strength and preparetion for the 
oncoming offensive of capital that was already taking shape. 


Unfortunately, the many good decisions and promises of the merger convention 
hardly went beyond the stage of resolutions. Like most of the objectives of the 
labor movement in the past decade, those decisions were blocked by coldwar and 
"class partnership" considerations, The employers, on the other hand, were 
spurred by the merger to work all the more vigorously for their drive against 
what they called the "labor monopoly.” 


The Re-emergence of Progressive Currents 


In the recent period there has developed a growing dissatisfaction and rest- 
leseness in the ranks of the working people. These are arising from the ever- 
sharpening pressures and exploitation by the munopolists, and from the failure of 
labor's leadership to cope with the key probleme and challenges confronting the 
vorkers. There is a mounting demand for fresh answers to such problems. There 
ie, in particular, a growing dissatisfaction arising from the failure to deal 
adequately with probleme of automation, oryanization, unemployment, speedup, 
anti-Negro discrimination, union democracy, independent political action, peace 
and other issues. 


The working people and their more militant leaders are becoming increasingly 
aware of the efforts of monopolists to resolve their probleme at the expense of 
the workers. The demand is therefore arising that the problems of automtion, 
high taxes, inflation and competition must be met at the expense of the huge 
profits of these monopoliste,and not at the expense of the working people. 


It ie becoming increasingly evident to an ever larger number of trade union- 
iste that the labor movement cannot advance, but will instead continue to stag- 
nage and retreat if it continues to pursue the policies and philosophy personi- 
fied by George Meany. 


Thie realization is giving forth some new progressive currents in trade 
union ranks for departure from “official” policy on one or more important issues. 
Some of these currents are stirring beneath the surface. Others find more open 
expression, ‘They are evident in the rank and file movements in the struggle for 
shop conditions, often through “wildcat” strikes; in the dues protest movement 
in steel; in the broad and effective solidarity movement in support of the mili- 
tant New York hospital strike; in the expressions from some leaders for greater 
independence by labor in the political field, some even calling for action or 
discussion of a third or labor party. 
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Other such expressions are the sharp criticism of the effort by som top 
leaders to build up Kennedy as a friend of labor; the movement for the impressive 
New York City Labor Bay parade; Randolph's bold demand at the recent AFL-CIO con- 
vention for prompt and effective action to end racist discrimination in unions, 
and the strong indignation against Meany's abuse of Randolph; the movement for 
Negroes in top union office; the pressure for mass activity at the grass-roots 
level to combat anti-labor legislation, and for the building of an all-year round 
labor political action machinery from the precinct level up and for labor candi- 
dates, Then there were a number of trade union expressions away from cold war 
policy and closer to a peace position, as in part of the auto union's foreign 
affairs convention resolution, 


Hitherto these currents have come to light in etrugglee mostly on individual 
issues, They have not as yet taken the form of movements embracing a progressive 
position in a fully rounded out program. Moreover, the effect of these trends 
have so far remained limited in top leadership ranks. The present anti-labor 
offensive, however, and the sad turn of the partial 1958 election victory, are 
driving home a costly lesson among many that are bound to stimulate fresh thinking 
and strength for a renewed progressive trend, 


All such thrusts in a progressive direction sMould be singled out ae examples 
that could advance the entire struggle. All progressive tendencies among the 
rank and file and among leaders, should be welcomed, encouraged and further devel- 
oped for the purpose of promoting progressive action and class struggle policies 
and cementing greater unity and solidarity within the labor movement. 


The necessity of struggle imposed by the current offensive, the militance 
of the rank and file, and the development of progressive trende are bound to have 
their effect on some of the present labor leadership, which can by no means be re- 
garded as an unchangeable reactionary bloc. 


Thus there is a realistic possibility for the emergence before long of 4 much 
broader base for progressive policies and democracy within the trade union move- 
ment -- a trend that could be strong enough to appreciably influence tbe unions 
to @ new and higher stage of struggle against the monopoly interests and their 
political power in our country. 


The need for a Counter-Offensive of Labor 


Organized labor cannot content itself with mere defense against the growing 
torrent of blows rained upon it. Om the contrary, if it is to defeat these and 
move forward it must launch a counter-offensive -- a crueade for advancement of 
the well-being of our country's working people. 


Such a crusade can succeed if it ie based on united action of the entire 
trade union movement, including the Teamsters' union and the independent unions, 
as well as greater unity of action within the AFL-CIO iteelf. It precludes demor- 
elizing jurisdictional disputes and raiding. It demands broad rank-and-file part- 
icipation in democratic unions, unity of all regardless of political beliefs, and 
the inclusion of Communist and other militant class-conscious trade unionists 
whose dedication to the interests of the working people has been proven to be an 
essential factor in organizing the unorganized and in waging effective struggle 
against labor's enemy, Such a crusade, above all, must be based on a higher level 
of Negro-white unity, 


A counter-offensive of labor will necessarily embrace the problems of autom- 
tion, peace and disarmament, Negro rights, organization of the unorganized, inde- 
pendent political action, democratic rights, and international trade union solid- 
arity. 


1. Automation and a Fight for Jobs and Security 


Automation and the use of atomic energy are ushering in great possibilities 
for new industrial progrees. The advances of science and technology in the serv- 
ice of the people should indeed be something to cheer about. 


But when science and new technology are in the hands of Big Business, whose 
interest is not the welfare of the people but only the lust for maximum profits, 
then thie great achievezent turns into its very opposite. Automation, added to 
already unused productive capacity, creates still moi unused capacity and unem- 
ployment, and @ permanent army of unemployed even during an economic uptrend, 
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Life, especially the example of the Soviet Union, has now brought forth ample 
proof that only the social system of socialism can give the people the mximum 
benefite from automation and other technological advances, 


But American vorkers are faced with a growing problem of insecurity and mass 
unemployment, mounting even in periods of economic uptrend, The displacement of 
workers by automation and other technological advances is adding to the industrial 
reserve army at @ growing pace. Along with this, the shifting of plants gives 
rise to @ growing number of "distressed areas" and "ghost towns" of chronic mass 
joblesenees, Automation is being used as a means to increase speed-up, destroy 
skills, increase the work-load and cut wages. 


The fight for the shorter workweek has therefore become the No. 1 economic 
objective in the fight for jobs and security. A cut in the week can,no more 
any other measure, be a fundamental solution of job security.under capitalism. 
But it is at least a significant measure of protection against the steady trend 
of throwing workers on the scrapheap,. 


Other demands are also called for, such ae the establishment of “automation 
funds" by employers to be used for retaining of workers, severance pay and other 
such purposes, These, however, should not be accepted as a substitute for the 
shorter work week, Still other demands are coming to the forefront, such as 
emiller work loads; longer rest periods and vacations; greater and not less con- 
trol of speedup by unions; the right to strike on speedup and arbitrary layoffs; 
retraining, resistance to wage cuts, and higher wages. 


The unions must fight to prevent those workers who are displaced by autom- 
tion or other changes from being thrown on the ecrap heap, They must also wage 
a etruggle for governmental measures to aseure that the benefits of automation 
are passed on to the generel public in lower prices and greater consuming power. 


2. The Fight for Peace and Disarmament 


The desire for peace and friendship among peoples the world over is no less 
strong among the rank and file membership of the trade unions than among the 
American people generally. 


The world-wide movement for peace, including particularly the aspirations 
for peace on the part of the American people, as well as the great successes of 
the socialist world, have created the conditions and the atmosphere for the suc- 
cese of Khrushchev's visit, 


The Khrushchev visit and ite fruits, outstanding among them the prospects 
of & summit meeting and the greatly enhanced movement for disarmament, have in 
turn tremendously advanced the fight to end the cold war and have raised the fight 
for peaceful coexistence, disarmament and ending of atomic tests, to a new level. 
In the struggle for these goals, it is essential to include the influence of labor. 
Yet, despite the overwhelming popular sentiment for peace, the leadership of the 
labor movement has not based iteelf on these realities, and by its support of 
reactionary cold war policies has kept labor from taking its rightful place in the 
fight for peace. 


But the desire for peace is no lese strong among the rank-and-file membership 
of the trade unions than among other sectore of the American people. The progres- 
sive forces in our country properly look to the trade union movement to assume 
leadership in the struggle for peace and disarmament, and must wage a determined 
fight to alter the present state of affairs. Communists and progressives must 
urge the labor movement to adopt a policy of full support to peaceful coexistence 
and closer relationships between the United States and the Soviet Union. In 
particular, every effort must be made to end the policy of shunning all contacts 
and to open up exchanges of union delegations between the two countries, and with 
other socialist countries as well. Toward this end, the resolution adopted by 
the convention of the Woodworkers Union, calling for such exchanges with their 
Soviet counterpart, is most helpful. So, too, are similar sentimente which have 
been expressed in other sectione of the trade union movement. 


In addition, the labor movement must be brought fully into the fight to 
open up trade with the socialist world. It must be won to support of disarmament 
and a peacetime economy, and away from adherence to the hoax that armaments are 
the answer to unemployment. 
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Total disarmament or even partial disarmament at first, is both a glow- 
ing promise and a serious challenge. The promise lies in the possibility of re- 
leasing and utilizing the huge sums now wasted on armaments for social benefits, 
lower taxes, advancement of health research, recreation, housing, education, and 
Shove all the realization of mankind's dream for an end to wars, to fears of 
atomic annibilation and poisonous fall-out. 


The challenge lies in the need to evolve @ program designed to provide jobs 
for workers displaced by disarmament and for those released from the armed forces, 
and to replace wasteful war production with useful peaceful production that will 
benefit the people. 


The working people and all people of this country have a right to look to 
the trade union movement for a practical program to meet this challenge for the 
realization of the hopes of all people for a peaceful world. (In another document 
the Communist Party has proposed such a program.) 


More and more of our working people are becoming aware of the fact that the 
challenge of the socialist countries for peaceful coexistence and competition be- 
tween the capitalist and socialist systems for a better life for the people is 
not e threat but @ promise from which our people, especially our working people, 
can only gain. 


Working class unity in daily struggles for economic demande and in the bigger 
struggles ageinst the enemies of the working clase demands the fullest recognition 
by white workers and white union leaders of the right of Negro workers to a status 
of full equality. 


For the unions and the entire labor movement to energetically champion the 
struggle for equal rights for Negroes inside and outside the unions, is to serve 
their own interest as well as the human righte of the Negro people. The disgrace- 
ful attack by Meany on Randolph at the recent AFL-CIO convention, because he just- 
ly demanded action in the unions agsinst racist discrimination, and the shameful 
defeat of the efforts at the UAW convention for the inclusion of a Negro on the 
Executive Board, demonstrate that too many union leaders do not yet gresp this 


The formation of the American Negro Labor Council under the leadership of 
A. Philip Randolph will undoubtedly advance Negro-white unity, bring nearer the 
end of Jim Crow in some unions, and raise to a higher level the labor-Negro 
alliance, which is vitally necessary for the unions and for the intereste of the 
white vorkers as well as forthe Negro people. 


The Negro vorkers have been hardest hit by unemployment and by all other 
measures directed by the employers against the workers. Discrimination in regard 
to upgrading in plante and in other ways ie still a general practice in industry. 
The labor movement must fight more energetically against such discrimination. To 
this end it is essential that the promise of fair employment clauses in contracts, 
non-discriminatory apprentice training programs must become an effective part of 
every union program. 


There are increasing signs in many parts of the country thet a greater recog- 
nition of these problems is developing in unions. To move forward, there must be 
@ greater recognition that the labor-Negro alliance cannot remin merely 4 rela- 
tionship between top officers. It must be reflected on all levels and based on 
united struggles of Negro and white, There can be no greater contribution to 
such an alliance than effective action inside the unions to end all racist dis- 
criminations. 


Such action is especially necessary if the trade union movement is to succed 
in launching an effective coumter-offensive against Big Business. 


4, Organizing the Unorganized 


A mijor objective of a counter-offensive of labor is necessarily 4 militant, 
all-out campaign to organize the unorganized and especially to organize the 
South 
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The South can be organized only if the campaign is not just a routine effort 
as in the past, but an all-embracing crusade for the economic demande, for the 
right to vote, and other democratic righte of all the people in the South, Negro 
well as white. 


Such a crusade would break down the barriers between white and Negro workers, 
forge their united action and thus generate the power to sweep out the domination 
of the Dixiecrats -- the backbone of anti-labor-and anti-Negro reaction in Con- 
gress. 


Only euch a crusade can evoke and inspire a new upeurge of unity, militance 
and solidarity in the South, as well ae in the North, that can result in the 
organization of the South and in the extension of unionization in every other 
part of the country. 


5. Independent Political Action 


: Another mjor front in labor's counter-offensive is independent political 
action, 


Organized labor has not moved forward adequately to establish ite polit- 
ieal independence. The AFL-CIO has pursued a policy of dependence on the two 
parties of big business, tailing after them and, with some limited exceptions, 
neglecting to build its own year-round political activity and organization. 


Such a policy has failed adequately to protect the interests of the working 
people and their unions, The Taft-Hartley Act, the Landrum-Griffin-Kennedy Act, 
the use of the Taft-Hartley injunction to break strikes, the blocking of civil 
righte legislation, the constant invasion of civil liberties and the unholy al- 
liance between the Dixiecrats, reactionary Republicans and reactionary Northern 
Democrats -- these are the fruits of such a policy. 


The defeat suffered by labor and all the people at the hands of the 66th 
Congress after labor's successes in the 1958 election against the "right to work" 
measures, has aroused demands in labor's ranks for @ reassessment of political 
action policies pursued by the AFL-CIO. It is becoming increasingly clear that 
the trade union movement cannot cope with the all-round offensive of capital 
without a more effective and realistic policy of independent political action. 


To achieve such a policy the task of the progressives is to influence the 
trade union movement to come forward as leader of all progressive and forward- 
looking people in our country in order to forge united political action with its 
allies and all democratic forces. This can be accomplished if the trade union 
movement brings about a serious change in its political policies and program. 


An effective independent political action program calle for the development 
of labor's political action organizations (COPE, LLPE, PAC) as year-round people's 
precinct organizations of movement on issues, and not just as skeleton machinery 
during elections. It calls for pressure for labor candidates, vigorous participa- 
tion in primaries in support of labor, Negro and other candidates with forward- 
looking ideas and consistent pro-labor positions. It calle for practical and 
realistic alliances of labor's political organizations with the organizations of 
the Negro people, and extensive direct cooperation and unity with farmer groupe 
and organizations and with other forward-looking sections of the people. The 
proposal of the recent UAW convention for a confereme of such a neture prior to 
the nominating conventions of the Democratic and Republican parties for a united 
approach on candidates is a welcome step in the right direction. 


Such @ policy would lay the basis for effective political action in 1960 
and from this could emerge the understanding, the experiences and the forces for 
@ new coalition for the realization in the near future of a new party of labor, 
the Negro people, farmers -- a party of the majority of the American people, 
capable of curbing monopoly domination in our country. 


To achieve thie end, all Left and progressive forces in the trade union 
movement should devote their utmost attention and energies. 


6. Democratic Rights 


The reactionary forces in Congrees have erected a wall of restrictive anti- 
labor legislation from the infamous Taft-Hartley Act to the shackling Landrum- 
Griffin Act. This wall must and can be broken down by means of a sweeping camp- 
aign of united trade union action for the repeal of such legislation or the trade 
union movement will become chained to government control of unions for the bene- 
fit of the monopoly interests. 
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In the center of labor's counter-offensive must be a fight for repeal of 
the Taft-Hartley and Landrum-Griffin Acts, a fight against new anti-labor 
legislation, and a fight for positive legislation to protect labor's rights. 
At the same time there must be the utmost resistance to all plans for accomo- 
dation to anti-labor legislation. 


But it is high time that the trade union movement realized that it cannot 
defend ite own rights without fighting for civil liberties of all Americans, 
and in particular without conducting a struggle against anti-Communism and the 
denial of the rights of Communists. The labor movement should recognize anti- 
Communism for what it is -- a weapon directed against the working class, the trade 
unione and the Ameican people generally by their common enemy, reactionary big 
business. It is incumbent upon labor to raise its voice, a6 some unions have 
already done, against Taft-Hartley conspiracy triale as well ae against otSer 
repressive laws and witch hunts. 


The Communist Party will do all in ite power to spread the understanding 
of these vital tasks in the labor movement, the understanding that ite fight for 
constitutional liberties is part of the whole fight for the democratic rights of 
the labor movement. 


International Trade Union Solidarity and Unity 


American workers have a common interest with the workers of other countries. 
The American imperialists, who strive to exploitthe workers of all countries, 
seek to maintain their position by pitting the workers of one country against 
those of another. Today, American big business interests are moving many plants 
abroad and exporting with them the jobe of many American workers. At the same 
time they try to convince our workers that it is the workers of other countries 
who, by virtue of their low wages, are depriving them of their jobs. About 1,000 


American companies have producing plants abroad employing about one million work- 
ers. 


To meet these problems, our trade union movement must help to advance the 
welfare and living standards of workers in all countries, and develop cooperation 
and united action between our unions and unions in other lands. 


It should give all-out support to the efforts of the Latin American peoples 
to free themselves from the bondage of American imperialist profit hunters, and 
in particular to the valiant struggles of the Cuban people and working class. 


Moreover, our working people should stop our union leadership from playing 
the game of American imperialism abroad by acting as ite anti-Communist spearhead 
within the labor movement of other countries. This only divides and weakens 

their unions in the fight for higher living standards. 


The Communist Party 


The past few years have witnessed an all-out campaign to destroy the rights 
of Communists within the trade unions, through the anti-communist provisions in 
the Taft-Hartley Act, through security firings, through congressional committee 
witch hunts and other measures. This has been all too often abetted by some in 
the union leadership itself who strive to lead the pack in "cleaning out the 
communiste." Communiste have been attacked as “foreign agents," as elements 
which have interests separate and apart from the working clase and which "use" 
the trade union moverent to achieve these ends. 


These slanders must be tirelessly exposei, and the fact that Communiste 
have no interests apart from those of the entire working class must be brought 
home to the American workers again and again. This is a fact which the past 
history of our working class has repeatedly demonetrated. The Communists have 

®& proud record -- a record of pioneering in industrial unionism and organization 
of basic industries, in the fight for unemployment insurance and other social 
welfare measures, in the fight for the rights of Negro workers and in many other 
of the major advances made by labor. "ven our enemies are compelled to recognize 
that Communiste are capable of the utmost devotion and self-sacrifice, and many 
in the trade union movement know from their own experiences that effective org- 
anization and struggle is impossible without such a dedication. The annals of 
U.S. labor history for the past 40 years give a great deal of evidence of the 


vital role the Communists have played in many of the bistoric struggles and 
advances of labor. 
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Although weakened by McCarthyite repressive laws, by persecutions, imprison- 
ment of its leaders, and hounding of ite members in the unions, Communists have 
nevertheless mde their contributions aleo in recent years in the struggles of 
the unemployed and in the struggles for labor's rights and the rights of the 
Negro people. Communists, as active unionists alongside their fellow workers, 
have helped in every way to defeat the assault of the steel companies. In all 
such struggles our Party has striven to influence the entire labor movement 
toward more effective solidarity and united action. 


In regard to our Party's position on key problems confronting labor, our 
Party leadership nationally and on State levels has not adequately brought the 
Party's ideas to the trade wmionists. There has been an inadequate appreciation 
of the importance of trade unions and activity in them. We have not always reacted 
in time and with required energy. Whenever wehave done so, the working people 
whom we reached have displayed interest in the opinions of Communists and have 
considered our ideas ae constructive contributions to their thinking and to their 
struggles. 


Our Party must strive to overcome these shortcomings. In this manner ve 
shall more effectively fulfill our Party's objective to help strengthen the labor 
movement, advance the interests of the workers and all people. 


Communists in the unions seek to establish the closest and friendliest 
personal relations with their fellow workers, to create the utmost umity and co- 
operation for their common objective of advancing the best interests of the 
working people and the trade union movement. 


Today the Kennedy-Landrum-Griffin Act seeks to shackle the unions, and also 
seeks to place further obstacles in the way of participation of Communists in 
the labor movement. But it should be clear that this Act, using the bogey of 
anti-communiem, opens the door to prosecution of trade unionists of all political 
views. It demonstrates anew and more sharply than ever the harmfulness of anti- 
communism to all of labor. The Communist Party itself, while continuing to make 
ite contribution to the present struggles of the working class will fight tire- 
lesely for the abolition of all such repression. And it will do so in relation- 
ship to the fight to advance both the immediate interests of the working class 
and ite ultimate interest -- socielien. 


Today, socialiem has become a subject for the widest discussion. More and 
more, American vorkers are weighing ite merite and examining it in all serious- 
nese as @ way of life. Communists will join in these discussions and strive to 
foster the understanding of socialism among workers, They will promote the cir- 
culation of the Marxist prees and literature. They will find ways of building 
the Party in the ranke of the Amrican working class and of bringing to the 
American workers, out of their own experiences, the understanding of the necessity 
for @ socialist solution of their problems and needs. 
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RSSOLUTION ON PUERYO RICAN WORK IW UNIZGD 


The Resolutions Committe on Latin imerioa considers that it is necessary to 
have @ ringing statement on Latin America, finishing it up with some concrete pr opos- 
als, That is, aid to the Latin American peoples against exploitation and oppression 
by American imperialism. However, because Puerto Rico is the most directly exploit- 
ed colony of American imperialism, and because of the urgent need for stepping up 
activities in behalf of the Puerto Rican population in New York, New Jersey, 
icut, Illinois and many other states where Puerto Ricans are now living in consider- 
able numbers, we propose a special resolution on Puerto Rican works 


Puerto Rico is a nation, It is a direct colony of American imperialism, 


The Party has a tvo-fold task in relation to Puerto Rican work, 


First, to aid the people in Puerto Rico in the fight against economic, social 


and political oppression by “all Street imperialism, and for full sovereignty ani 
independence, 


Second, to aid the Puerto Ricans in their struggles against extreme conditions 
of poverty, slum ghettoes, discrimination, police brutality, and other forms of op- 
pression against the Puerto Ricans in the United States. 


Puerto Rican youth has been used as cannon fodder, ri thout consultation or con- 
sent from the Puerto Rican people, in all U. S, imperialist wars. 


Over 65,000 Puerto Ricans participated in the Second “orld “ar. Puerto Rico 
suffered one casualty for every 660 inhabitants of Fuerto Rico as compared with one 


casualty for every 1,125 inhabitants of the United States in the U. S, imerialist 
invasion of Korea, 


4s of December 1958 there were 608,000 Puerto Ricars ty birth and 241,000 of 
Puerto Rican parentage living in the United States, There are sizeable Puerto Rican 
communities in large cities from coast to coast, with a Puerto Rican population of 

654,000 in New York City alone. 


The National Convention therefore declares that it is an imperative dutv for 
our Party to turn its face to the Puert Rican people, to learn their conditions and 
needs and to give them practical and political aid in their efforts to organize 
themselves into unions, to raise their desperately low wages, to improve housing 
conditions end abolish slums, to attain proper education, to meet the social, cule 
tural and economic needs of their youth, to combat the chauvinist campeign of slan- 
der and lies about the Puerto Rican people, and to struggle against every act of 
discrimination and oppression. 


The Convention considers that appropriate attention to the vital needs of the 
Puerto Rican and Negro people is a test of Communist integrity and responsibility 
because the Commnist Party has always been distinguished by the fact that it is the 
defender and champion of the most exploited and oppressed sections of the wrking 
population. 


This Convention cecided unon the following concrete steps to overcome the long 
neglect and grave weaknesses in relation to our wrk among the Puerto Rican people: 


1. The incoming National Committee shall make a thorough study and evaluation of 
our work in every community and industry in which there is a significant number 
of Puerto Ricans throughout the United States, Special emphasis in this study 

shall be given to housing, jobs, peace, and political action. 


2. Consideration shall be given to Puerto Rican Commissions in states "here there 
are larg populations of Puerto Ricans, and Puerto Rican concentration clubs, 
enlisting for such clubs Spanish-speaking and other comrades interested in 

Puerto Rican work. 


3. The National Convention shall organize a Party seminar and classes on Puerto 
Rican «ork in every city with large Puerto Rican communities, 


A special bulletin shall be issued in Snanish devoted to facts of Puerto Rican 
life anc experienoes in struggles based upon the proposed study and experiences. 


5. ‘Within a reasonable time and after adequete preparation, state conferences shall 
be called of delegates from all clubs (or sections) to drav up a fuller state= 
wide plan of work, An important feature of such conferences shall be the ques- 

tion of jobs for Puerto Ricans and Negroes, 
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A special commission on Puerto Rican work shall be set up by the National 
Exeoutive Committee, 


The Worker, Political Affairs, and other publications shall give major atten- 
tion to Puerto Rican work, 


The Party shall make a conscious and persistent effort to involve Puerto Rican 
members end leaders in all phases of leadership. 


This National Convention shall send a message of greeting to our brother Party 
of Puerto Rico paying tiibute to the courageous stand taken by the witnesses 
called before the Un-American Committee in Puerto Rico, and shall pledge them 
our full aid in the struggle against proposed contempt citations as well ae 
other attacks against the sovereignty of the Puerto Rican nation, This conven= 
tion recognizes the self-criticism by the National Committee of the inade 
support given to the Puerto Rican vomrades and others in connection with the 
Un-American Committee hearings both here and in Puerto Rico. 


This Convention of the Communist Party of the United States demands the free- 
dom of Dr, Pedro Albizu Campos and all other Puerto Rican political p isoners 
now in Puerto Rican and federal prisons in the United States, 
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COMMITTEE EXHIBIT NO, 23 


DRAFT RESOLUTION ON PARTY ORGANTZATION 
Introduction 


The Party is rallying in wmity around policies for mass work, for peace, 
democracy and security, It is consolidating its ranks on the basis of the uni- 
versally valid principles of Marxism-Leninism as applied to the specific conditions 
of American life. 


For these reasons, and because of increasingly favorable objective conditions 
in the overall, it faces the urgef&tt necessity as well as new opportwmities for re- 
building and revitalization, The correct mass policies of this 17th Convention 
arm the Party with the first essential, in the new conditions, for the renewed 
development of the Cammunist Party, USA. 


But the opportunities and possibilities flowing from our correct general line 
will come to naught unless we grasp one other essential: the need to gear the 
Party, in every facet of its activities, to the correct application and fulfillment 
of its mass policies, Given these conditions, our small Party could, in the comi- 
tions shaping up, almost overnight become a large and influential force in the 
life of our country. 


To do this, it will be necessary: 


1. To shake off and overcome apathy, certain concepts, practices, and 
shortcamings which remin with us from the pasts 


2-e To make a turn in the fight for the Party's ideological and organizational 
work directed to the realization of the mass line, 


The perspective before the American people, ami hence before our Party, is 
one of heightening mass struggles as the conflict over the future economic ani 
political course of our country sharpens, 


Already 4 new fluidity characterizes the national and local scenes as groups 
and individuals begin to shift their positions to meet changed comitions, 


These developments are a signal to the Party to be ready to react more quick- 
ly and with greater boldness to events, both in the application of the wited front 
and in timely projection of Party and Left initiatives, 


They are also an alarm clock rousing us to the time of day, advising that 
while we have time to make a break with the primarily defensive posture of 
"holding operation" conceptions, we have no time to lose, 


To gear the Party to the fulfillment of the 17th Convention decisions 
requires that in good time -- the shortest necessary time ~ we overcome our most 
serious weaknesses, we solve a number of long=imsolved problems. 


I, Overcome Our Shortcomings 


Tho Party approaches the task of drastically improving its ideological and 
organizational work, of eliminating weaknesses, from the standpoint of confidence 
in its scientific socialist theory and with the knowledge that, despite the rav- 
ages of the recent vears, it has the capacity, the vitality and the will to fl- 
fill its guiding role in relation to the mss strugsles of the people. 


The wave of revisionism which threatened to engulf the Party has been repuls- 
ed, and those who sought to deny the need for a Marxist vanguard party of the 
working class have been routed, The anti-Party sectarians have been rebuffed and 
incorrigible domatism finds itself more and more isolated, 


Thé ideological wmity of the Party has been restored in very considerable 
measure, Today, it is possible for a united Party to wage the struggle against 
opportunist tendencies to the right or to the "tert" as they arise concretely 
in the course of mss work, 


The Party's capacity and potential for mass work has been demonstrated in 
difficult conditions and at the very time when the revisionists were proclaiming 
its death and the sectarians were clamoring for policies which would further 
isolate the Party. 


) 
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Despite certain glaring gaps and much unevenness, the Party played an import- 
ant role in @ number of electoral struggles (California, Chio, New York, Illinois, 
Michigan, etc.); in @ number of strike struggles (steel, auto, packing, hospital, 
etc.); in the fight againet unemployment (national and etate marches, lobbies); 
in the fight for integrated schools, housing and for state FEPs; and in the devel- 
opment of peace actions, especially in relation to A and H bomb tests and other 
ieeves in a number of areas. 


A number of districts (Illinois, Celifornia, etc) have developed their cap- 
acity for united front actions on local and national iseues, & capacity which ex- 
tends to @ growing number of sections. 


At the same time, the Party has advanced ite public role in numprous ways: 
the dfatribution of over 14 million pieces of national and local mee materials 
of all kinds since the 16th convention; the growth of the number of Party and Left 
eponeored mass meetings and forums; the more frequent appearance of the Party at 
public hearings, on radio and television; the growth of invitations to Party speak- 
ers on college campuses and before mass organizations. 


Marxist education has been revived in 4 number of areas. There is 4 growth 
of Marxist study circles and clasees for non-Communists. A beginning hes been 
made toward re-establishing a cadre training program. Major headway has been made 
in the resolution of basic theoretical questions relating to the Negro question. 
Attention to youth work, for some time completely abandoned, bas been resumed. Re- 
cruiting hae been renewed in a number of areas. And important advances have been 
registered also in other fielde. 


Recognizing tmat these accomplishments afford proof that the Party has the 
will to live, to fulfill ite vanguard role, the fact remains that they are only 
@ sml) indication of what must and can be done, if we overcome our weaknesees. 
That this much wae done in the midst of the critical inner situation and great 
objective difficulties attests to the basic health of the Party, to the fact that 
it has the inner strength and resources to mke the required drastic improvement. 


Side by side with these accomplishments, and hampering their epread and 
development, are a number of serious weaknesses: 


1. The temporary loss of the Daily Worker and the checking of the decline 
in Worker circulation at such a low point ae to prolong the critical situation 
of the prese. (see special resolution). 


2. We are plagued with continued underestimation of organizational work, 
with much organizational looseness, reflected in unsatisfactory functioning of 
many Party organizations, departure from the principle of democratic centralisn, 
in the low ebb in the circulation of literature as well as the press, in the 
absence of systematic recruiting, end many other ways. 


3. Great unevenness of participation in the Party's mass work from district 
to district, section to section, club to club, member to member. 


4, Insufficient collectivity et 211 levele in working out mase policies, 
Planning mass work; in the course of ite execution, and in subsequent evaluation 
and exchange of experiences. 


5. Failure to rally the Party as a whole to react in time and with sufficient 
strength to a number of important situations affecting the interests of the work- 
ing clase, the Negro people and their allies. 


©. Failure to give necessary attention to a number of irportant areas, 
such ae national group work, - especially the Spanish-speaking minurities, - 
farmers; and the probleme of voren. 


7. Insufficient attention to ideological work and cadre developuent; 
8. Ineufficient attention to probleme of mas education, especially tc 


the development of class, political and socialist coneciouenesn on the urgent 
iseuee of the day. 


It fe imperative that we be unrelenting in the struggle to overcom these 
veaknesses in the shortest possible time. : 
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TII. Gear the Party to its Mass Policies} 
A, Master the United Front} 


Mastery of the theory and practice of the wited front policy is the key 
task before the whole Party -- Ty organization, every e 


The united front is the basis Sts and method of our mass work, Its valid- 
ity encompasses c es MASS OTE ons as well as those 
comrades able to function publicly as Commmists in or out of mass organizations, 


Cur ideological work must be directed first of all toward re-erming the Party 
with a keen witerstanding of the theory and practice of the wited front, and how 
to build the Party in the course of its development, It must cambat concepts 
which require ideological agreement as the basis of wmity in action, It should 
develop uiierstanmiing of the role of Leff initiative ami of the Party's iniepeni- 
ent role in relation to the united front. It must imbue the entire Party with the 
confidence that all members, all Party organizations can ani must play a role in 
winning this biggest umwon battle: whether on a large scale of helping to move 
many organizations in concert on one or more issues, or on a small scale of mov- 
ing 35 59 7 pate on single issues. 

Practical leadership must be directed first of all to helping members, clubs 
and sections solve problems of developing the wited front, The absence of at- 
tention and guidance to work in the mss organizations must be overcome. 


Work in mass organizations must be placed on a selected, concentration basis 
just as it is vitally necessary to overhaul and modernize the Party's time-testod 
main policy of concentrating its attention to basic, decisive sections of the 
working class, As in the policy of industrial concentration, stulies must be 
made of the mass organizations and issues to determine focal points of priority 
attention which are decisive to moving masses on their urgent needs, 


Know/how in the development of mass work must be pramoted through restoring 
the practice of exchanging experiences ani evaluating eehtnthiads through con-= 
ferences and other appropriate means, 


Assistance must be provided comrades in umions and mass organizations toward 
learning how to advance Party policies, how to go about building Left groupings, 
how to develop political and class consciousness, how to bring people closer and 
closer into the Party. 


The remants of distorted concepts of security lsft over fram the McCarthy 
period, which hamper the Party's capacity to develop the united front, must be 
overcome. Real problems of safeguarding the Party ami its members from reactions 
persecution must be separated out of the mass of confusion ani distortion which 
surrounis this question in many areas, and resolved on the basis of collective 
application of a general Party position to each specific, individual case, Above 
a€ll, it must be approached from the viewpoint of safeguarding the capacity of 

Communists to do mass work, to increase the influence of the Party's policies 
to advance the umited front-<ani not as an excuse to evade these responsibilities, 


B. For Renewal of Left Initiatives, 

A mumber of recent experiences confirm the value ami need of timely and 
properly project Left initiatives in tuilding the wmited front, and in, sooner 
or later, helping to rewin acceptance of Left as well as Communist participation 
in united fronts, 


At the present level of development, there are many cases in which Left 
initiative can stimilate wmited activities ani movements, The emergence of a more 
militant, Left in the struggle of the labor and Negro people’s movements today 
affirms this necessary and places a new urgency upon more conscious efforts to 
help reconstitute the Left in the mss movement, 


At the same time, outside the existing mass organizations of labor and the 
people, the experiences of the Committee for the Protection of Foreign Born 
nationally ami in some areas, of organizations for defense of civil liberties 
in Tllinois, California and elsewhere, as well as of certain other organisations, 
prove the value and the need for reviving certain types of Left organizations 
where they can stimulate - not conflict with-- the mass movements, 


Cc. St en Its Mass Tasks, 
The irregular func many e unsatisfactory level of 
literature andi press the organisational looseness and 


COMMUNIST PARTY—NORTHERN CALIFORNIA DISTRICT 2305 


lack of attention to political organisational work, the neglect of educational vork 
in many Greas--@1l seriously impair the Party, oupesity to cerry out ite policies. 


The maintenance and strengthening of the Party is indispensable to ite ability 
to help build the united front, to help the great majority of the Asefican people 
find their way to @ common srena of struggle against monopoly reaction. 


The tendency to transform the tvo harmonious sides of Party vork into conflict 
ing, antagonistic interests, as expressed in the erroneous concept of “inner vork 


versus mase work' inflicte the great damage to the Party, It must be resolutely 
overcom. 


There ce 

to the solut DOOD 

in the labor ople's sations whic not directed in one or another 
winn non- peo 6 

action f 

among 


The Party existe and labore for the people. Party work ie mse vork, in- 
cluding that which maintains and strengthens the iteelf. All mse work by 
Communists ie Party work, including that which cannot, by virtue of objective fact- 
ore, be known as public Commmist work. Both advance the interests of the people, 
doth advance the interests of the Party. 


Moving to increase and etrengthen ite work among the organized and unorganized 
sectors of the population, the Party must, therefore, all the more move decisively 
and rapidly to strengthen the organizational and educational work of the Party. 


Improvement of organizational and educational work must be directed first of 
@ll to strengthening the role of the Clube. Club life must be enriched with the 
restoration of ideological and theoretical discussions, and liberated from the mse 
of administrative detail now bogging them down. Necessary administrative functions, 
dues collections, financial contributions, ete. clog up club agendas only vhen they 


are not properly handled, lack reeponsibdle people to handle them, or where clubs 
find little else to do. 


Every club must have a specific charecter and concrete reason for existence 
@rising from the blending of Communist content and policies with the specific 
nature of the problems of the given mass of people amongst whom it lives and works. 
Each club gust know ite shop, ite community, ite area of responsibility as it knows 
its own members. It must develop a program to meet the needs of the reople whom 
it seeks to influence. It must plan ite meetings in advance aimed at working out 
the mane of advancing the progres. 


The mthod of planning vork must be restored, discarding the negative features 
brought to light from past errors. It ie necessary to distinguish between plans 
for what the club (or section and district) can do in conditione it directly in- 
fluences - such as tre public work of the Party - and planning in relation to the 
mass movements of the people. 


It is one thing, and essentiel, for plane to determine how much we shall in- 
crease the circulation of The Worker and where and how; what leaflets ve shall 

iesue, on what, where and how often; what contacts we sball work up for recruit- 
ing, etc. It is another, and harmful, thing to transvose thie type of planning 
to the erena of mass organizations and trade unions, 


For thie, another type of planning is required. To achieve this type of 
planning, it ie necessary to develop not only maximum clarity on the Party's 
mace policies, but also to thoroughly learn the problems and neede of the people 
amongst vbom ve work, to be ever-attentive to their thoughts, moods and state-of- 
readinese to respond, to develop maximum flexibility in tactice baeed on what we 
learn from listening to the people, and readiness to consult with them on ways 
@nd means of advancing the common interest. 


Through euch mase work, each club can build groupe of people around iteelf 
to work witb and draw upon to build the Party. And in euch conditions of thriving 
Commmist maee work, the clubs will find the healthiest state for the solution of 
the vital administrative functions of the Party. 
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Especially imperative is the need to strengthen the Party's base among the 
industrial workers and the Negro people, To re-ettablish the concentration policy 
it is necessary to overcome the separation which has developed between the Party's 
industrial and community work, The whole Party must come to know the problems of 
the working class, Negro and white, and its unions; of its decisive sectors first 
of alls and the Party's policies toward them, 


The Party's community members are a vital force for reaching industrial workers 
in their homes and neighborhood organizations - not only with important distribu- 
tion and sale of mass literature and press - but also in helping to generate united 
labamcommunity activity and political action on the urgent issues of the day, in 
building the united front. 


The relationship between industrial and comunity work must be re-examined with 
a view to their maximum possible integration or coordination consistent with the 
needs of maintaining and strengthening the basic shop and community clubs, 


Nev organizational forms gust be sought and tested to improve the Party's ebil- 
ity to reach the people with ite masse and concentretion policies. Tendencies to 
conservatiem in organization, to tenaciously hold onto outmoded forme from sheer 
habit must be surmounted while guarding against tendincies to liquidate proven basic 
sbop and community forms. 


C. Develop Collective Work: 


Related to the decline in attention to Party organization, and proceeding par- 
allel witb it, has been a departure from collective methods of work. Thie has 
become @ serious weakness, and the strengthening of ané the fight for collective 
vork has become @ prime necessity. 


Collective work meane not merely that leading boéiee/regularly and arrive at 
decisions together. It also involves Party discipline - the responsibility and 
subordination of each individual to the collective. I. means @ constant reviev 
of the work of every leading body end ite individual members end « continual pro- 
cess of Marxist criticiem and self-criticiom in the course of tle work. It re- 
quires full restoretion of the principles and practices of democretic ceutrelien 
while combatting bureaucretic tendencies. 


But the concept of collective work is by no means confined to relations among 
wenbers of leading bodies. It also includes those between leadership and menber- 
ship, between higher and lower organizational levels -- all the more so today when 
the Party must learn to operate with far fever full-timers. Real collective vork 
means pooling the experience and judgment of membership and leadersbip as the best 
basis for arriving at correct decisione. This concept includes sending out checks 
on policy mtters in advance of metings to secure verification or improvement from 
the field. It is thie which constitutes the essence of Party democracy, which re- 
sides not so much in the formal counting of votes as in the extent to which decie- 
fons are besed in actuality on the widest participation of the ‘Party membership. 


It is importent aleo to foster initiative from below. The action of the Mich- 
igan Party, setting up @ree councils consisting of club leaders and state committee 
members, is @ commendable effort in thie direction. 


Today, ae @ result of all the Party hee gone through, the membership will no 
longer simply take the word of the leadership but insists on being convinced and 
helping to formulate policy - a sign of greater health and mturity. 


Although there has been improvement in collective vork during the past two 
years, the present situation leaves much to be desired. Both nationally and on 
the district level, there is a widespread tendency to substitute individual action 
for collective leadersbip, Individual leaders report on their work infrequently 
or not at all, are not held sufficiently responsible to the collective. 


The leadership, especially in the national center, is not sufficiently close 
to the membership. It faile to give adequate guidance to the Party's work, is 
not sufficiently felt in the ranke of the Party. 


Considerable improvement in style of work is required. Leadership must mke 
iteelf more readily available, must develop much greater initiative and boldness 
in maintaining contact, in giving conreteness to ite guidance of the Party's vork. 
Among other’things, every Party leader should not only be a member of a club, but 
aleo attend metings and participate in the club's activities ae much as possible. 
This will eid the clubs in question, aid the leaders in turn, lessen the gap be- 
tween leaders ané members and further help to renew confidence in leadership, Other 
means of increased contact and exchange should be sought, such as meetings vith 
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representative groups of club and section leaders or comrades active in specific 
fields of work, to discuss particular problems, Such consultative meetings can 
in many cases be extended to inclule non-Party people. 


Every Party leader should, as part of a systematic cadre-training policy, 
select and help develop newer and youmger cadres; and to achieve a proper blending 
and utilization of older and younger comrades, 


Consideration should also be given to the establishment of regional organiza- 
tions as exists for the Southern region, These can serve as valuable links in 
the chain of leadership, providing a means of more frequent, more extensive and 
more concrete discussion of problems than is possible on a national scale, 


The fight for collective work demands an all-out strugple to put an end to all 
manifestations of factionalism and factional approaches, 8 vicious evil, grown 
to menacing proportions in the course of the Party crisis, has in the main been 
reoted out of our ranks as the Party has turned more and more to mass work, Howe 
ever, manifestations of incorrigible factionalism persist in a few quarters, 
threatening to disrupt the work of the Party anew, These must be eliminated, for 
nothing is more destructive of Party wmity and collective work, The pernicious 
theory that inner-Party differences inevitably c¢ive rise to factionalism, assidu- 
ously spread by the factionalists in self-justification, must be exposed as an 
anti-Party idea, Factionalism is an evil which cannot be tolerated if the Party 
is to play its role ami grow, 


Finally, attention to recruiting as a systematic, ongoing activity of the 
Party must be re-established (see special resolution), Not only are new possib- 
ilities developing for recruitment, especially among iniustrial, Negro and young 
people; organized attention to recruiting is indispensable to achieving the re- 
stored growth and influence of which the Party is capable, We must attempt to 
win back the sound elements among those who left the Party, through a recruiting 
drive, 


Above all, far more attention must be paid the Marxist press, In the Party's 
present circumstances, the need of The Worker as an organizer and mobilizer of 
the membership, as an instrument for reaching out beyomi the Party, is consider~ 
ably greater than in the past. This inclules not oly greater attention by Party 
organizations, but the building of independent organizations to promote and sup- 
port it wherever possible, Building the press is mass work, Party leadership 
should participate more in writing for the press, The incoming National Commit- 
tee must also explore the possibilities, for developing conditions favorable for 
the re-institution of the Daily Worker, 


The Commmist Party USA has come through the fires of many ordeals, It is 
being steeled and tempered. It has begun to achieve the Quality of maturity. 
Armed with correct mass policies, aware of the need to fight for correct applicae 
tion of those policies to every locality and to strengthen the Party organization- 
ally and ideologically, the 17th Convention is confident that our Party will suc- 
ceed in transforming the new Qualities it is acquiring into mass influence to 
help advance the best national interests of our country in a world of peace. 
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COMMITTEE EXHIBIT NO, 24 


DISARMAMENT AND THE AMERICAN ECONOMY 
(Report of Hyman Lurer, National E4, Director, to 17th Nat'l Convention) 


Among the most far-reaching consequencee of the Khrushchev visit t> our shores 
ie the impetus it has given t> the dermnd for disarmrent, not only in this country 
but throughsut the world, His dramtic propocal for total universal disarmanent in 
four years, mde in hie epeech before the United Natione, has especially contributed 
t> raising the issue >f ending the arms race t> one of first rank. 


In this country, disarmment hae bec>me the subject of the most intense inter- 
est and discussion on all sidee--n>t as an ideal whee realization is relegeted to 
the renote future, but ae a goal within actunl reach, Today, conservative business 
publications discuss in all seriousness the prospect of cuts in military expendi- 
tures of W$ within o eingle year and devote much epace to proting their consequenc- 
es. In the paces of our daily newspapers, leading economists write extensively on 
the subject. And everywhere the question is being asked: What will be the effects 
of total disarmament? Will it bring depression and mse unemplsyment? 


What prompte this question is the fact that since World War II, military expend- 
itures have become a highly important factor in cur economy. In 1939, they were 
lees than 134 >f the national product. Even at their lowest point after the war, 
in 1947, they were nearly 5% of a substantially larger national product. During the 
Koreen war they rose t> 15%, and since then they have remained at about 10% of our 
total -utput. About 7-8% of the labor force is directly employed in military pro- 
duction, If we add those inéirectly employed in connection with it, the total 
comes to about 154. 


Currently, arne outlaye on 4 world ecale total ab>ut $100 billion. Of thie, 
American outlays come to nearly half, Moreover, for a number of years, the United 
States has been exporting arms to other countries t> the tune of some billions of 
dollars a year, For a number of years now we have been living under 4 permrent 
peacetime arms economy, and in what has been termed "garrieon state," 


Whole communities have become economicelly dependent arne industries, The 
4O-odd billions a year spent on arms is widely viewed as 4 necessary prop t> the 
economy and a protection against crisis, And American workers have generally come 
to look upon arms production as a guarantee of jobe--the answer to unemployment. 


Put it is in reality none of these thinze, The American perple have been mde 
victims of a hoax, 


THE NATURE OF ARMS ECONOMY 


Military expenditure is a form of state monopoly capitaliem--that is, of using 
the financial resources of the government t> protect and augment monopoly profits, 
with the working people footing the bill. In other words, it is a way of using the 
etate apparatus to increase the extraction cf surplus values, 


It is the form >f government epending met preferable to big business, Ite 
éesirability t> them lies first in the fact that it provides a guaranteed mrket 
which is aleo extremely profitable--as a rule much more so than civilian produc- 
tion, Thus, while profit on invested capital of the 500 biggest cempanies in 1957 
averared 11.4%, profite of the twelve largest recipients of military orders ranged 
from 14.1% t6 21.3%. (Fortune, July, 1958). The actual rate of profit is often 
much higher than these ficures show, If we take into account the fact that in the 
aircraft industry much of the plant and equipment has been built at government ex- 
pense and turned cver t> private corporations to operate, profit rates have ina 
number of cases run at well over 100% -- a doublinc of investment in a single year. 


Second, the products, in view of their uselessnees except for war, offer no 
competition with production for the civilian mrket, Third, since the baeis pre- 
sented for arms production is an alleged need to defend the country against agcres- 
sion, workers can be induced to sacrifice for it, say in the form of bigher taxes-- 
something which they would not readily do for other purposes. And finally, it 
dovetails with moncpoly capital's aggressive tendencies and aims. And the atms- 
phere of war hysteria which is the necessary justification for militarizing the 
economy is one which is conducive to McCarthyite politicel repression and an anti- 
labor drive. It ie not surprising, therefore, that military expendituree have be- 
come by far the most extensive form of state monopoly capitalist operation, com- 
prising well over half of the total federal budret. 
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Economically, the significance of military expenditures lie in their utter 
wastefulness, They are as wasteful as if the goods were simply dumped into the 
ocean, or as if armiee of men were put to work digging holes and then filling them 
up. Consequently, they serve especially well as a mans of destroying the economic 
surplus which capitalism inevitably generates, In an economic crisis, the eurplus 
ie in large part destroyed, at the expense of the capitalists, In military produc- 
tion the same thing ie accomplished to the profit of the capitalists and at the ex- 
pense of the workers. 


For what is wasted must be paid for by someone. The money which the government 
spends is obtained through taxation or borrowing. Either way, 4 share of civilian 
purchasing power is appropriate’ by the government and then redistributed through 
pr military expenditures. And in the process the workers invariably come cut on 


They pay © disproportionate share of the heavy and growing burden of taxes. 
For example, @ much higher share of personal income tax is paid by low-income groupe 
today than before the war, And today the average worker pays out fully one-third 
of bis earnings in taxes, Ae for government borrowing, it is chiefly the big corp- 
orations, banks ari insurance companies which own the government bonde and collect 
the more than $8 billion a year in interest on them, It is the working people who 
pay the major share of that interest, amounting to more than ten cents of every 
federal tax dollar. 


Furthermore, since it destroys a part of the national wealth, the money spent 
on arms maintains a given level .f demand without producing an equivalent supply of 
moode or services, It therefore leads to rising prices. And if the government, 
instead of borrowing from the exieting money supply, finances its oper&tions by 
printing additional money, thie forces prices up still more. Either way, workers 
pay = inflated prices. Since 1946, consumer prices have risen by no less 
t 


But working people pay not alone in high taxes an¢ rising prices. They pay 
heavily in terms of the eocial services for which the money spent on arms could 
have been used, and of which they are deprived. This was dramtically expr2seed by 
none other than President Eisenhower himself, in a speech delivered in 1953. He 


eaids 


Every gun that ie mide, every warehip launched, every rocket fired 
eignifies--in the final sense--a theft from those who hunger and are 
not fed, those who are cold and are not clothed, 


This world in arms is not spending money alone. 


It is spending the sweat of ite laborers, the genius of ite scientists, 
the hopes of ite children. 


The cost of one modern heavy bomber is thie: a modern brick school in 
more than 30 cities, 


It is: two electric power plants, each serving a town of 60,000 
population, 


It is: two fine, fully-equipped hospitals. 
It fe: some 50 miles of concrete highway.... 


We pay for 4 single destroyer with new homes that could have housed 
more than 8,000 people. (Quoted from Lumer, War Economy and Crisis, p. 229.) 


It would be well for the people to remind the President of these words, 


More recently, the effects of the arms economy have been shown in a study 
presented in the AFL-CIO publication, Labor‘s Economic Review (June-July, 1959). 
Here a recent report prepared under the direction of General J. S. Bragdon, Special 
Assistant to President Eisenhower, is quoted as saying: "In almost every field in 
public works--hospitals, schools, civic centers, recreational facilities--shortarzes 
are the rule, not the exception, In almost every category we are falling farther 
end farther behind in meeting even current derands,” 


The study shows that whereas 100,000 classrooms a year are needed, only 60- 
70,000 are being built, The estimated need for public school construction is 
about $4 billion a years but only $3 billion ie being spent. Add to thie the need 
of funds to raise teachers' salaries enough to attract competent teachers and end 
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the growing shortage, or of funds for scholarshipe to enable the mny talented 
young people to attend college who camnot now afford it. 


We need two million new housing unite a year; only 1.3 million are being con- 
structed, We need more than 1,200,000 hospital beds a year; not much more than 
half this number are provided for. We need 5,000 public health centers, 15,000 
diagnostic or treatment centers, 500 rehabilitation centers for the handicapped. 
We need 20 new medical schoole now, and an equal number of dental echoole in the 
next ten years, We need far mre money for medical research, 


And 80 on. 


The study manages somehow to avoid mentioning the fact that it ie because of 
the huge burden of spending for arms that we cannot “afford” these things, and that 
the money now being thrown away on instruments of destruction would more than cover 
the coste of these vital social needs, 


To be sure, military expenditures offer a temporary stimulus to the economy. 
Large-scale war production provides an outlet for capital which, because of limited 
markets, cannot be so profitab?y invested in civilian production, In this way, 4 
decline in capital investment can be temporarily arrested. But once the given 
level of military production is reached, this shot-in-the-arm effect weare off, and 
increased outlays are required to revive it, In addition, though it my temporarily 
keep the economy in a state of boom, it does so only by intensifying the underlying 
factors mking for crisis, 


The large-scale military outlays of the postwar years have not sufficed to pre- 
vent the outbreak of three economic slumps and a rising level of unemployment. And 
they have resulted in the persistence of a huge national debt, higher today than at 
the end of the war, which creates difficulties in further borrowing and greatly re- 
duces the margin of safety in the event of 4 crisis, In fact the per capita nation- 
al debt and in the world. 


Nor is the stimulus of arme spending one which cannot be produced better, from 
the viewpoint of the working people, in other ways, If the money is actually spent 
on arms rather than for other purposes, the basic reason is political rather than 
economic. The arms economy grows out of the cold war, out of the aggressive designs 
of Wall Street. To change it, therefore, requires & political struggle on the part 
of the vorkers for such a change, as well as for monopoly to foot the bill. 


Finally, war economy is inseparable from war. It can be mintained, as we have 
stated, only on the grounds that war threatens, Jobn Foster Dulles, in 4 book 
written many years ago, expressed it very bluntly: He wrote: 


In order to bring 4 notion to eupport the burdens incident 
to minteining great military establishments, it is neces- 
sary to create an emotional state akin to war psychology. 
There must be the portrayal of an external menace. (War, 


Peace, and Change, 1931.) 
ECONOMIC EFFECTS OF DISARMAMENT 


What would be the actual effects of a steep reduction in arms spending? 
What if the forty-odd billions now devoted to this purpose were to be cut off, 
eay within the next year? Would the bottom fall out of the economy? 


Some have argued that it would. They visualize several million now engaged 
— in arms production being thrown out of work, plus nearly three million more being 
released from the armed forces into 4 glutted labor mrket. This would, accord- 
ing to some estimates, raise the number of jobless to some 15 million, or well 
over 20% of the labor force. 
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Business Reaction to Cuts 


Generally, big businese views any threatned cut in arms outlays with alarm, 
as a harbinger of economic decline. The "peace jitters" in Wall Street with 
every development toward world peace, however slight, are a familiar phenomenon. 


Today, however, some are taking & more optimistic view of the mtter, basing 
themselves on the possibility of very steep tax cuts, raising the base of both 
consumer demand and capital investment to new peaks, Illustrative of thie is an 
article in the U, S, Chamber of Commerce Publication Nation's Business for October, 
1959, entitled "What Peace Would Do To You." The article states: “Any abrupt 
softening of cold war pressures--if it comes--can bring this country 4 boom, not 
the recession suggested by such phrases as ‘peace scare’, 


It would, the article argues, bring a rise in consumer goods spending far 
exceeding the cut in military spending, and concentrated in consumer durables. 
And because of the shift from military goods production, it would bring an upsurge 
in spending for new plant and equipment for consumer goods. Hence the state of 
the economy would be greatly improved, The same line of argument has appeared in 
U.S, News and World Report and other publications. 


As we shall see, such predictions of a virtually automatic boom are unfounded. 
But the dire foreboding of an economic crash are equally unwarranted, They fail to 
take the entire picture into account, including various possible counter-acting 
factors, History shows that a sharp drop in arms expenditure need not result in 4 
major crisis, To be sure, the War of 1812, the Civil War and World War I were fol- 
lowed by depressions of some severity, But World War II was not, contrary to wide- 
spread expectations based on previous experience, Here, with effective price con- 
trols and rationing during the war, a large backlog of demand, both for capital and 
consumer goods, was built up. This, together with certain other consequences of 
the war, led to a period of rising national income, followed by nothing more severe 
than the relative mild 1948-49 crieis, And this despite a drop of some $77 billion 
in military outlays between 1944 and 1947, $57 billion of it in 1946 alone. 


It is therefore dangerous to generalize; each situation must be judged in th 
light of the existing circumstances. A sharp decline in military expenditures today 
would find not a backlog of deferred civilian demand but excess capacity already ex- 
isting in ctvilian goods industries, and more than 5% of the labor force already 
unemployed. At the same time the total drop in arms expenditures would not be 
nearly as gre&t as after World War II, 


But what is particularly important ie the fact that such a drop would also lay 
the basis for important offsetting effects, made possible by the freeing of the 
enormous sums prevaiously spent on arm, 


Firet of all, it would make possible very substantial tax suts which would 
considerably raise consumer purchasing power, If the present arms budget were 
reduced to half--a cut of about $23 billion--and half of this in turn were allocat~- 
ed to a cut in federal income taxes, it would reduce the total of these by nearly 
20%. If the cut were confined to personal income taxes, it would reduce these by 
30%, And if it were concentrated among the low-income group, millions of workers 
would be freed of the payment of income taxes altogether, This rise in purchasing 
power would provide a base for a substantial growth of production and employment 
in the consumer goods industries, and help to absorb the men and women released 
from the armed forces and military production, 


Second, the funds released could be used for productive purposes--educationn, 
health, housing, old age benefits, etc.--which would also serve to raise living 
standards and mss purchasing power, and to provide jobs, The cost of thirty mis- 
Siles--about $1 billion--would provide 200 hospitals or 100 power plants, and would 
make available mny more jobs than would the production of the missiles. Less then 
20% of present military appropriations would provide half a million houses a year, 
and employment for more than 800,000 workers in building and allied trades, In 
fact, the $46 billion e year now going down the drein would be more than enough, 
in addition to a good-sized tax cut, to provide all the unfilled social needs out- 
lined above, as well as to bring the economic level of the Negro, Puerto Rican and 
Mexican-American workers up to the national averaze, 


Moreover, the huge sums now spent on military research could be used to fin- 
ance research for useful purposes. A fraction of these expenditures invested in 
research on heart disease and cancer, for example, would go far toward eliminating 
these as the number one and number two killers they now are, The development of 
peacetime uses of atomic energy would be greatly speeded up. And not least, the 
ending of the present secrecy of scientific and teclmical work would offer a tre- 
mendous stimulus to scientific advance, 


56597 O- pt. 4 s 


2312 COMMUNIST PARTY—NORTHERN CALIFORNIA DISTRICT 


Third, the money now used to ehip arm abroad as “military aid" could be used 
for genuine economic assistance to undeveloped countries, in the form of long-term 
credite at low interest for the purpose of industrialization. This would reise 
living standards in these countries and provide greatly enjarged mrkets for Amer- 
ican exporte. 


Fourth, the easing of worl4 tensions which is the basis for disarmment would 
likewise open the doors to ending the embargo on trade with the socialist world. 
potential volume of such trade is large enough to mke it a factor of mJjor 
to the American economy. In 1958, American exports to the Soviet Union 
lese than $5 million. Considering that the Soviet population is equal 
of Britain, Fvance, West Germny, Italy and the Netherlands com- 
dined, if we were to export to it on the sam basis as we now do to there five 
countries, the total vlue of such exports would be no lees than $3 billion a year. 
It is interesting to note that Cyrus Eaton has arrived at a similar estimte, If 
we add to tBis the potential volum of trade with People's China and the Eastern 
European people's democrecies, the present volum of American exports could be 
augmented by at least one-third--an increase which would provide 4 considerable 
number of added jobs. 


Summarizing these points in his speech to the United Nations, Premier Khrush- 
chev concluded: "The claims that disarmament would bring on 4 crisis or economic 
recession in the highly developed industrial countries of the capitalist world are 
accordingly unfounded." 


This ie quite true, But by the same token, neither will disarmuent eliminate 
crises, any more than an arme economy will do so, The source of the boom-bust 
cycle lies much deeper in the economy, and neither arming nor diearming is 4 pan- 


Certainly, there is no aseurance that disarmament vill automtically give 
rise to a boom, as Nation's Business contends. With considerable excess product- 
ive capacity already existing, it would take a big jump in coneumer goods spending 
indeed to stimlate new investment to any considerable degree, Moreover, there is 
nothing automatic about the extent to which consumer purchasing power will be in- 
creesed, nor about the realization of the beneficial effects of disarmment gen- 
erally by the working people. Compelled to accomodate themselves to growing pros- 
pecte of peace and a consequent gfowing inability to mintain an arms economy ae 
the principal means of bolstering their profite, the monopolies will eeek by other 
means to protect them at the expense of the people. If there is to be a tax cut, 
they will strive to mke sure it is they who get the benefit of it. If government 
funds are to be spent for purposes other than arms, they will demand they be spent 
80 868 to benefit big business. (A favorite measure is road-building, which is 
highly profitable in the construction and, in the case of toll roade, in the opera- 
tion. And they will fight tooth and nail against government spending for low-cost 
housing or power projects, as infringing on the sacred domin of private enter- 
prise, At the same time, they will call upon the workers to sacrifice and work 
harder in the name of meeting an alleged Soviet economic "threat." The working 
people can benefit from disarmament, therefore, only to the extent that they are 
successful in fighting to do so. 


Of course, in some areas where war industries are predominant (especially 
where lerge aircraft plante are the chief source of jobs), disarmament would 
create problems of unemployment, at least temporarily. In som cases (for ex- 
ample, aluminum electronics), the product can be used for peacetime purposes with 
little or no conversion, given an expansion of civilian mrkets; other industries 
euch as aircraft, however, would either have to convert to new producte or drast- 
ieally curtail operétions,. 


For the workers in such areas, there would indeed be serious difficulties, 
But these would not be new, Such problems already exist as a consequence of the 
decline of employment in such industries as coal mining, decentralization and run- 
away plants, which have given rise to depressed areas marked by chronic unemploy- 
ment, areas whose number ie growing even with large-scale military expenditures. 
Furthermore, employment in certain key war industries ie falling despite rising 
arms budgets. For example, the crowing veight given to miseile production--an 
experimental and pilot operation which absorbs many dollars but few production 
workers--has meant a drop in orders for conventional aircreft, and in employment 
in the aircraft industry. Thus, from the last quarter of 1956 to May, 1959, the 
number employed fell by 117,000 or neerly 14%, And thie number has been further 
svelled as 4 result of recent lerge cancellations of military orders. 
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These situations require & program of government assistance for the rehabil- 
itation of industry and for publicworks in such areas, as well as increased unen- 
Ployment compensation, debt and mortgage moratoriums, job retraining, assistance 
in relocation and other measures designed to aid the workers affected and their 
families. Such a program is needed now, and ie in fact, being advocated by org- 
anized labor today, With disarmment it could be more readily carried out, since 
som of the money saved on arm: could be used for the purpose, Certainly, these 
Problems vould be no lees capable of solution in a peacetime economy than in a 
war economy -- to the extent that they can be resolved at all in a capitalist 
econouy. 


Problems vould aleo be created by the sudden addition to the civilian labor 
force of som 3 million men and women released from the armed forces, Here, the 
payment of unemployment benefits to such veterans, slong the lines of the 52-20 
payments after World War II, would help mterially to met the situation. 


Not least, special stepe are needed to aid the Negro, Puerto Rican and Mexi- 
can~Amerioan vorkers, who, being last hired and first fired, would be subjected to 
special hardship, 


In addttion, some assistance vould have to be given to smll business enter- 
prises affected, in the form of tax credits or financial aid. 


These things, too, will not be won without a struggle. In short, disarmament 
will not abolish the contradictions of capitaliem. It will not remedy the basic 
instability of the American economy and the growing insecurity of American workers. 
It will not of iteelf bring about a Utopia in which jobs and prosperity are as- 


However, thie in no way negates its enormous import for the American working 
people. Disarmament will remove the principal obstacle to reduction of taxes and 
improvement of social welfare. It will vastly increase the possibilities of win- 
ning mjor economic and social advances ahfé of realézing in sam measure the tre- 
mendous promise held forth by modern science and technology. If we add to this 
the incalculable blessing of living in freedom from the fear of nuclear wer, as 

21 as the eradication of the reactionary atomsphere of war hysteria, intimida- 
tion and repression of the cold war years, there oan be no doubt that, whatever 
profit an arms economy my bring to big business, the vorking people are infin- 
itely better off without it, 


Nor is this confined to the United States alone, Disarmament is 4 world 
Process, and on 4 world scale it can pave the way for a far-reaching transforn- 
ation. In hie outstanding book, World Without War, the eminent British scientist 
J. D. Bermal states: "It is not poss practicable to raise the stand- 
ard of living of all the world, within a generation, to that enjoyed by the people 
in the moet favored countries today." Thie, he says, requires one proviso...that 

is avoided, Not only must there be no fighting but something must be done to 

present state of continuous war preparation and threats of war, a waste 
resources and human intelligence shat ie holding back the whole develop- 
science iteelf and blocking its useful application." (p. 2) 


But it ite not only the benefits of diearmment which must be fought for. 
Though diearmament has become a central issue, the fight to achieve it still lies 
ahead, Even the initial steps are yet to be won. 


To be eure, there ie a body of sentiment which takes disarmment with som 
seriousness, For example, Senator Uubert 4. Humphrey recently stated that he 
believes the Soviet leadership is serious in ite proposals, and that we must mke 
preparations so that disarmament will not cause 4 setback. But the fact is that 
the cold war has not been abaridoned, and thie means in the min a continuation of 
pressures for big arms budgets. 


For the past several years, arms expenditures have been rising; since 1959, 
they bave gone up at an average rate of about $1.4 billion a year (from $39.1 
billion in 1955 to an average annual rete of $46 billion in the firet three 
quarters of 1959). And thie in the face of repeated declarations by Eisenhower 
that military expenditures were to be held down. 


At the same time, there has been extensive pressure for still greater in- 
creases, A report of the Rockefeller Bfothers Fund, issued last year, calle for 
a rate of increase of $3 billion a year for the next eeveral years, The unpub- 
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lished Gaither Report projected a rise to $65 billion a year by 1963. Still other 
Proposals envisage a rise within the next few years to outlays of as much as $75 
billion annually. 


In this, the top Democratic Party leadership has joined. Thus, in mid-1959 
the Advisory Council of the Democratic National Committee urged © program adding up 
to $3 billion more per year. ("The Military Forces We Need and How to Get Them,” 
Democratic Digest, July, 1959), An equal clamor has gone up from the top labor 
leadership which, like the Democratic Party spokesmen, has repeatedly charged the 
Eisenhower Administration with sacrificing the country's defense, So, too, have 
liberal economists like Leon Keyserling, whose proposed "National Prosperity Budget” 
includes provision for greatly enhanced arms outlays. He writes: "There would 
&lso be room in such a budget to lift our national security outlays in accord with 
the judgment of the best qualified experts..." (Conference on Economic Progress, 
Inflation: Cause and Cure, June, 1959.) 


Nor have these pressured lessened since the Khrushchev visit, The position 
of the Democratic Party spokesmen, the labor leadership and the liberal economists 
remains essentially unchanged so far. So does that of a Nelson Rockefeller and other 
important representatives of monopoly, And within the Administration itself, the 
State and Defense Departments only recently urged Eisenhower to raise his request 
for foreign military aid in the budget for fiscal 1961 from the $1.3 billion figure 
proposed by him to $2 billion. 


The Eisenhower proposals, on the other hand, call not for cute in military 
expenditures, but merely for keeping them at present levels, And even this, more- 
over, is little more than propaganda looking to the 1960 elections, As James Reston 
puts it (New York Times, November 13, 1959): "The Administration has embarked on 4 
‘peace program’ and does not want it to coincide with increased military expendi- 


tures. It is talking disarmment., It wants to go into the 1 sidential 
— campaign as the soars of ‘peace and fiscal responsibility.' Our em- 
sis. nm practice, Eisenhower, as in the past, proves not averse to proposed 
increases, Thus, he has yielded to the State Departmen* and Pentagon pressures for 
higher foreign military aid appropriations. 


Generally, the idea of disarmament of any serious kind continues to be regarded 
as something unreal, A recent expression of what is the prevailing big businese 
view was given only recently by Westinghouse Electrical Corporation president 

Mark W, Cresap, Jr. Advocating long-range as against “crash” arms programs, he eaid: 


A stable, long-range continuing defense program is preperetion 
for peace, It is essential for our survivel.... 


We need a stable and continuing military program because in the 
hears and decades ahead we Americans are going to be faced with 
the roughest kind of competition from peoples of demonstrated 
caliber and accomplishment. In this competition there is no 
second chance and no margin for error. (New York Tims, Sept- 
ember 25, 1959.) 


In short, the road to peace continues to be viewed as lying in arming ourselves to 
the teeth for the indefinite future. For large sections of big business, thie is, 
of course, the road to greater profits as well both here and abroad. Thus, American 
arms manufacturers are today pouring large sums into reviving the West Germans arms 
industries. Relying on a continued policy of rearming that country ae Wall Street's 
chief European outpost, companies like General Electric, American Motors, Lockheed, 
General Dynamics, to nam but a few,are buying heavily into West German firme with 
arms contrects, 


New York Times writer Hanson W, Baldwin frankly regarde disarmament as "pie 
in the sky.” He writes (November 8, 1959): 


...the agreements eo far lie largely in the realm of semantics and 
of pioue hopes, an’ the disagreements are of fundamental substantive 
importance, Despit= almost fifteen years of effort, there has been 
no progress in the limitation of arms, much less in “universal dis- 
armanent ." 


He goes on to say that ".,.Mr. Khrushchev's glittering goal of ‘universal and 
complete’ disarmament is mirage, a psychological come-on.” 


The cold-war mentality dies hard, 
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Just as there are as yet no serious moves toward actual reduction of arms, so 
@lso is there no sign of easing the restrictions on Amrican-Soviet trade, 


last June, Premier Khrushchev mide a bid for the purchase of $100,000,000 
worth of American chemical and other industrial squipment, an offer he repeated 
during hie visit, The offer was rejected by Eisenhower when it was first mde, and 
again after Khrushchev's visit. 


Rockefeller has chimed in with a demand that the Soviet Union be required to 
"comply with Western trading rules" as a condition for trade -- to pay in hard 
currencies and to “stop dumping goode" abroad. In November the Commerce Department 
refused export licences for the sale of $15.6 million worth of stainless steel to 
the Soviet Union, as well as nearly $177,600 worth of chemicals, The Manufacturing 
Chemiste Association flatly rejected the Soviet bid to buy chemical plants and pro- 
cesses, part of the $100 million offer, because this would allegedly give the Soviet 
Union the advantage of valuable technol gical shortcuts. 


Clearly, here too the cold-war mentality prevails, The fight for restoration 
of trade, like that for disarmement, is yet to be won, 


FIGHT FOR PEACE AND DISARMAMENT 


If any real advance ie to be mde in the direction of disarmament, therefore, 
the extensive sentiment for it among the American people must find organized expres- 
sion, reflecting the widest unity of 411 who desire peace and an end to the arme 
race, Above all, the min leadership of organized labor must be brought to abandon 
its present suicidal policy of aggressive promotion of cold-war policies and repeat- 
ed demands for Bigger arms budgete. 


At the same time, it is neceseary to expose the hoax so long perpetrated on 
American workers, that arms production ie the answer to unemployment, and to launch 
a fight for economic alternatives to the arms economy. Of primary importance is 
lifting the embargo on trade with the socialist countrics and the widest expansion 
of such trade, It is also essential to project now a program calling for tax reduc- 
tions for those in the low incom brackets, for plans for a vast expansion of social 
welfere of those subjected to loss of jobs and income in the process of reducing 
arms production, and especially of the Negro, Puerto Rican and Mexican-American 
workers, Finally, it is neceesary to project the perspective of an eeonomy of total 
disarmament--an economy directed toward the realization of the vast potential which 
peace and disarmament would make possible. 


To be sure, the full realization of thie potential requires more than the 
ending of war; it requires the victory of socialism. But the fight for peace and 
total disarmment can lead to very substantdal improvements in the lot of the work- 
ing class, And the grand vista of total, universal disarmment in the space of 
four years, opened up by Khrushchev in his United Nations speech, offers a shining 
Se ee In such a fight, we Communists must be found in the very 

ranks, 


### 
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COMMITTEE EXHIBIT NO, 25 


(We reproduce here a number of discussion articles which it tas not possible 
to include in the printed material issued. In the case of some articles which were 
very lengthy, excerpts are presented; National Educational Department.) 


een eee 


THE DEFENSE OF THE BILL OF RIGHTS 
By R, B. 


Despite the easing of tensions in world affairs, there is no sign of a com- 
Parable let-up in the domestic cold war against the constitutional rights of the 
American people. 4 basic estimate of this attack, its source and direction is « 
necessary foundation for effective leadership in the defense of our liberties:- 


The trend toward destruction of traditional bourgeois democratic rights in 
the U.S, began to unfold, in the main, at the end of World War II. It is a reflec- 
tion of the deepening crisis of the capitalist world, and the isoluble contradic- 
tions faced by the ruling monopoly circles in the U.S. as a result of the growth of 
socialism, the national liberation movement of colonial countries and the inner con- 
tradictions of capitalist economy. 


TMPERIALIST DILEMMA - U.S. imperialiem faces a dilemma, On the one hand it 
seeks to drastically curb the rights of the people -- workers, Negroes, intellectu- 
als -- in order to increase its rate of economic exploitation and stifle opposition 
to its pro-war policies. On the other hand, it tries to utilise the prestige of 
American democratic traditions as major ideological weapons in ite struggle for 
world domination. This dilemma has led to splits in the ruling class and inner con- 
flicts within the state apparatus. 


Moreover, the special historic features of American constitutional govern- 
ment and democratic tradition have helped determine the forms and tactics of 
domestic reaction. The U.S. bourgeois state, now the instrument of the monopoly 
oligarchy, despite its surface democratic forms, has proved to be an effective in- 
strument for suppression of popular opposition movements. Its "two party system" 
hes served to thwart the will of the people and block the development of a genuine 
anti-monopoly coalition in the Northern states; its open fascist-like dictatorship 
in the deep South further butresses the power of monopoly and its allies. 


"Creeping Fascism" - American reaction has in the main followed a course of 
graduslism in sharpening its instruments of repression and attempting to gut the 
elements of popular democrecy embodied in the Bill of Rights. While avoiding the 
appearance of a sharp break with the traditional methods of rule, it has gone a long 
way in altering the form of government. The new repressive apparatus includes a 
vastly expanded political police and espionage force, the SACB, the investment of 
new dictatorial powers in the Department of Labor, the Congressional standing 
committes with permanent staffs, and other agencies linked to the huge military 
bureauc-acy, These are closely meshed with unofficial adjuncts of state power -- 
control of press, radio and TV, employer black=lists, "Americanization” committes 
of veterans organizations and the like. ' 


American reaction has tried to masquerade as the defender of our Constitu- 
tional "way of life" and our "national security". Using "legality" to cover its 
violence to the Bill of Rights, it has forged a formidable arsenal of laws--the 
Smith dct, McCarran Act and Commujist Control Act, McCarran-Walter Law, the Taft- 
Harley Lew and the new labor control law. ; 

Over the last six or seven years, the one partial (and temporary) govern- 
mental barrier to this "creeping fascism” has been the U.S, Supreme Court. Even 
this limited resistance by the Court, which always avoided direct assertion of 
First Amendment principles, led to a major treat to alter the Constitution and 
limit the traditionally defined role of the Court. Under this pressure, centered 
in Congress, the court majority retreated from its earlier libertarian stand. 


Threat To First Amendment - The current struggle to preserve the First 
Amendment, which embodies the basic principles of the Bill of Rights, hinges on 
the defense of the rights of Communists, On this issue, reaction came close to 
victory in the ema of McCarthyism, and once again threatens to break at this point 
the dam of Constitutional protections for all trends of dissenting opinion. 
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Civil libertarians must meet the challenge on this ground, or suffer serious 
and possibly fetal defeat in their effort to preserve the First Amendment. The bulk 
of the Common people, never wholeheartedly favorable to the tide of reaction, are 
showing growing understanding as the anti-union offensive tends to merge the econo~ 
mic struggles with defense of the Bill of Rights. 


Unfortunately, the leaders of the AFL-CIO and other basic mass organizations 
of the people have eagerly adopted and still cling to the big lies of the "Communist 
memace", and have so far prevented the emergence of an effective pro-Bill-of-Rights 
coalition, This weakness, in turn, is reflected in Congress, which lacks even a 
minority bloc--especially in the House--which stands squarely in defense of the 
First Amendment, 


THREAT OF FASCISM? - With two basic tests--the membership provision of the 
Smith Act and the McCarran Act--now pending before the Supreme Court, and a flood of 
new repressive laws awaiting final action in Congress, the basic principles of the 
First Amendment are facing a crisis. The ultimate danger of a qualitative change in 
the substance of the state apparatus (i.e. fascism) cannot be minimized, even though 
the preparatory process is far from completed. 


The Communist Party and those whom it influences can play a decisive role in 
helping to build a national resistance movement, They alone can fully expose the 
big lie of the "Communist Menace", the nature of reaction and the fascist threat. 
Through support to and initiation of united front movements, they can help concen- 
trate the democratic forces upon the defense of the basic principles of the First 
Amendment. Today, the potentials for a powerful coalition in defense of the Bill 
of Rights are greater than they have been at any time since the cold war began in 
earnest, Given effective leadership, the people can preserve and extend their 
freedoms. 


- It must be said self-critically that there has been a 
serious underestimation of the extent of the erosion of the Bill of Rights. The 
lack of this basic estimate has fed ideological unclarity and disunity, It has 
fostered complacency, on the one hard, and narrow, one-sided approaches to alliances, 
without perspectives of continuing growth and development, on the other. The de- 
fense of democratic rights has not been a main element in the mass work of the 

Party in many major areas of its work, It must now become one of the central tasks 
of the Communist Party as set forth in policies of the XVIIth Convention. 


SHI 


TRAD 
By Will Farley 


Since last December there has been a good deal of legislative and political 
activity on the part of 26 metal trades unions at Brooklyn Navy Yard to prevent 
further layoffs of shipyards workers caused by the shifting of "defense" work else- 
where. Trips to Washington, D. C. to see Serators Keating and Javits and the 
Brooklyn delegation in Congress, visits to City Hall and Albany and delegations to 
New York political leaders ---- all with one aim in view: More "Befense" contracts 
for Brooklyn Navy Yard. Dozens of other examples could be cited where union leaders 
and large numbers of workers see no other solution to the problem of unemployment 
except through more and more contracts for armaments, 


Obviously, with this kind of lobbying and legislative activity--for more 
shipbuilding and repair work -- legislators whether in New York or Washington “lL 
feel little compunction about voting for multi-billion dollar military budgets. 


Last spring Governor Freeman of Minnesota made a trip to New York City to 
discuss peaceful foreign trade and to tell of expanded inland shipping facilities of 
of been much excitment and activity in the last year 

r now-rea t. Lawrence Waterway which a whole generation of school 
debating socities once orated about across the land, > _ 


Big shipping executives right here in our own bailiwick have spoken out 

about the desirability of more peaceful trade. Bankers and capitalists wined and 

dined Mikoyan last winter to stir up commerce overseas, As long ago as 1954 the 

Smerican Labor Party showed exactly where there were 175,000 more jobs for New 

the and other countries were opened up. Harry Bridges once 
some 000 more jobs in the Uni S would 

established trade with China, 
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Bethlehem Steel Company r tly anr d the merger of its two Brooklyn 
shipyards "because of the depressed state of ship repairing activities in New York 
Harbor." This merger involves the loss of some 90 jobs unless they are absorbed 
somewhere else. last winter Bethlehem as well as Todd Shipyard officials in the New 
York-New Jersey area pointed to the world shipping slump as the cause of layoffs at 
local shipyards in the past year or 80, 


In August of this year our Party conducted a number or fine meetings on the 
subject of peace, and some leaflets were issued, But to the best of my knowledge 
none of these leaflets were directed to workers--unemployed or about to be unem- 
ployed--who would gain tangible benefits by world peace AND world trade--shipbuild- 
ing and waterfront workers. None of these leaflets, as far as I know, listed 
epecific FEACE-TIME industries which would benefit in terms of more jobs if peace- 
ful trade were expanded. None of these leaflets gave any hint of the thousands of 
jobs which would result on the waterfront if the huge surpluses of food now costing 
millions of dollars in storage fees were shipped out to a world which, it has been 
conservatively estimated, has twoethirds of its population ill-fed. 


Longshoremen would prefer shipping food and clothing and useful machinery 
and tools to the loading of dangerous explosives and other armaments, Shipyard 
workers would feel much happier were the ships they build and repair destined for 
Peaceful commerce, the tourist trade and cultural, educational and scientific 
exchanges--the things that help create lasting peace. 


Communist Party Clubs and committees need to issue this type of leaflets. 
Workers desperately trying to rescue their Jobs, ultimately can be convinced that 
contracts for more war ships is not the solution for their employment problems, 


It is getting on toward the time when voters must not be boxed in at each 
primary test or at convention time with the choice of nominating a person who is 
not so bad as opposed to one who jig bad. Sooner or later there have to be some 
tes who can be supported for the simple reason that they are good candidates 
will fight in the people's interest. However, that time will not be reached 
til Commmists and other advanced workers in the political arena take some of the 
by the nape of the neck, and place them where the voters can see them and 
various candidates in relation to their stand on these issues. 


sy 


which there is quite universal agreement is the desirability of 
there are few legislators who will be pinned down on exactly what they 
41) candidates say they want full employment. Working 
peace and job security. Our Communist Party must give leadership 
of the people to achieve these ends, Here are a few suggestions 


> 


Industrial Division of the New York State Communist Party to issue 
ae four page educational folder containing the Party's program for peacetime jobs 
for shipyards and waterfront workers, 


* A WORKER flyer by ace correspondents and reporters on what opening up of 
trade with China and other Socialist nations will mean in jobs for New York mari- 

time workers; to show that peaceful foreign trade can actually mean MORE jobs than 
can contracts in war industries and the building and repair of war ships. 


* A Party Couty Committee could issue a leaflet calling upon the New York 
delegation in Congress to campaign for an honest to God Federal housing and school 
construction program. Workers in the shipbuilding trades can also build fine 
schools and low rent housing projects, 


* Communist Party Clubs with the help of their county Committees to make 
sure there are weekly leaflets for the next several months -- until primaries and 
nominating convention time -- on the issue of foreign trade and peacetime jobs. 


411 this will run up our printing and mimeographing bills, of course, but 
it will pay off in terms of a better informed electorate. I am quite sure it will 
stimulate some rorkers in their unions and in their shops and in their Assembly~- 
Districts to discuss alteruatives to jobs in war industries. It may interest some 
—— shipyards and waterfront workers in the full program 
our . 


But more than that --- I believe trade union delegations seeking an end to 
layoffs in the shipyards can be persuaded to change their pleas for more "defense" 
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contracts into a demand for a vast building program which will put the skills and 
talents of the metals trades and other construction workers to work at building 
ships which will ply the trade routes the world over with food and clothing instead 
of the guns and other weapons of war now making up so much of our ships’ cargo. 


Congressmen faced with this type of delegation would feel a little more en- 
a to favor housing and school construction bills over our $46,000,000 mili- 
tary budget, 


Candidates for district leadership and nomination in coming primaries and 
conventions would be put to the test were this type of trade union and voter dele- 
gation to ask of them assurances that they would legislate and act for jobs and 
not for war, cold or otherwise. 


And out of such constructive pre-election voter activity there may develop 
candidates and other political leaders from the ranks of labor. It may appear to 
be starry-eyed and visionary to suggést that some of these things may be accom- 
plished in time for the 1960 and 1 elections, but it is not starry-eyed and 
visionary to state that unless we do help develop these legislative and political 


"movements in depth", election campaigns will continue to offer the voters only 
"lesser evil" choices, 


By Tom Nabried 


The recent visit of Soviet Premier Khrushchev to our country has opened up 
new opportunities for easing world tensions, The Draft Political Resolution of our 
Party correctly points out: “As we approach a new decade, the decade of the 
eoenaant Sanaa stands at the threshold of a potential era of peace and plenty 

or all. 


Khrushchev dealt with those issues that in one way or another touched upon 
the vital interests of all the people in the United States, irrespective of economic 
status, religious creed or political views and affiliation. 


The main core of his speeches to various groups and to the people generally, 
were: Let us work for peace and learn to live together irrespective of the 
differerces in our economic and political systems. let us work toward total dis- 
armament over a period of four years. let us trade those things that each country 
can use without discrimination. Let us have peaceful competition between our two 
different social systems, capitalism and socialism. 


He stated that socialism in the next 10 to 15 years will outstrip capital- 
ism in production and in raising the living standard of the Soviet people to the 
highest ever attained by any social system. 


Never in the histery of our country has the leader of another nation 
challenged the United States government and its people to meet such a noble and 
just cause, not just for ourselves, not just for the Soviet Union and its people 
but for the sake of world's humanity. Khrushchev pleaded to mankind everywhere 
through his visit here, "Let us study war no more," which causes destruction, 
death and carnage. Do away with armaments races and relieve the heavy tax burden 
upon the national resources and spend the money for human welfare. Let us have 
peaceful competition in the economic welfare of our respective peoples, let us 
compete in culture, science and education. 


The reaction to the Khrushchev challenge is not the same among all groups 
in our country. Among the average responsible clear-minded citizens there is 
still some skepticism, but a willingness to give it a try. There have been many 
different reactions in various fields to different aspects of the question. For 
example in the field of science it has become increasingly clear to most Americans 
that socialism has been able to make its tremendous achievements by its planned 
economic system. It is further recognized that in education as well, America is 
being outstripped by leaps and bounds. Culturally the interchange between the 
Soviet Union and the U.S.A. has opened many doors for further growth of peaceful 
relations between the two great nations, The American working class and people 
for the first time have been able to get first-hand information of the development 
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of socialism and what. it has to offer, directly from the top government official of 
the first socialist state, and they have begun to see that much of the information 
in America has been twisted and distorted. 


The discussion between President Eisenhower and Soviet Premier Khrushchev 
on the above issues and the expanding of trade and settling all outstanding 

differences through negotiation, without force, is part of the vast potential for 
peaceful competition and coexistence, 


This beginning of exchange of visits by the two heads of states opens the 
possibility for the achievement of total disarmament and world peace, the aspira- 
tion of millions everywhere. 


However, there also exists a powerful, wealthy group that wants no change 
in the cold war policy and is doing everything within its power to prevent a change. 
The people that make up this group are scattered, in official governmental depart- 
ments, in business and among politicians in both Democratic and Republican Parties. 
Although the position of this group is detrimental to the best interests of our 
nation, the majority of the top leaders of the trade union movement accept and 
follow the policy for continuing the cold war. 


However, the “cold war" crowd can only be successfully defeated by an 
acceptance of the Khrushchev challenge by the United States government and the 
people, The struggle for the acceptance of the Khrushchev challenge of peaceful 
living together requires courage and boldness and initiative on the part of the 
Communists. 


Since the 16th National Convention of the Party there seems to be a 
reluctance to boldly deal with questions of international relations and politics 
raised by leading Marxists of other countries. This concept flows from an attitude 
that agreement with them by an American Marxist means accepting dictation or not 
developing our own thinking in relation to Marxist-Leninist scientific theories and 
their application to the American scene. 


Such an attitude can only lead to the conelusion that Marxism-Leninism is 
not an all encompassing science. In the fields of science generally, scientists 
must utilize that store of knowledge or the laws of science that have been discover- 
ed and amassed by other scientists in order to make a contribution to new dis- 
coveries and the advancement of human welfare. It is for this reason that it often 
happens thet scientists in one country and those in another can draw the same con- 
clusions in a given field, and they may not have any physical connections to each 


other. Thus Marxists can reach similar conclusions in various countries. 


The leading role of the Communist Party is blurred by incorrect thinking by 
some Communists that if the Party projects new ideas that have not yet been raised 
by the masses or their leadership, that the people would hesitate to accept such 


ideas and that the Party would be further isolated. This thinking leads the Party 


into the position of waiting to see what others will say or do, This negates the 


leading role of the Party of educating the people and advancing the fight to higher 
political levels. 


It 4s incumbent upon our Party to most vigorously open the struggle for the 


acceptance of Khrushchev challenge amongst the widest section of the population. 
Through the development of such an outlook can the U,S, government be convinced that 


such competition is the only alternative to a war of annihilation. It is through 
be achieved. 


such an approach that the objectives set by our draf# resolution can 


"To defeat the reactionary offensive of corporate wealth, to advance the 
fight for peaceful coexistence, economic security and civil rights and liberties, it 


is necessary to achieve the broadest, most resolute unity of action of the working 
class and its allies. 


"It is essential to bring into existence an anti-monopoly people®s coali- 
tion uniting labor, the Negro people, the small farmers, students, professionals, 
small businessmen and other democratic elements on a program of action for 
economic welfare, democratic rights and peace." 
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ON THE POLITICAL RESOLUTION 
By Cyril Briggs 


Together with the projection of a correct maip line -- promotion of the * 
greatest possible unity of all who stand for peace and the building of the democra- 
tic front against the monopolies--the Draft Political Resolution contains a number 
of grave defects and weaknesses. These must be corrected if the proposed resolution 
is to maintain the high political level expressed in the formation of its main line. 
Chief among these defects are! 


1. Ite failure (a) to offer a program for the liberation of Puerto Rico, 
the Virgin Islands, and the numerous Pacific islands occupied by the U.S. under one 
pretext or another, and treated as colonial possesions; (b) to analyze in depth the 
role of U.S. imperialiem as a colonial power and the chief bulwark today of the 
collapsing imperialist-colonial system. The draft resolution thus fails to recog- 
nise the obligation of Marxists of every country to expose and combat their own 
imperialiste. 


2. It treats too lightly the question of Cuba and the necessity of U.S. 
workers to defend, in their own interests, the Castro revolution and government. It 
must give far more recognition to the importance of the Cuban revolution, both in 
relation to the Cuban people and all the peoples of latin America and the desperate 
efforts of U.S. imperialism to wipe out the example it affers to other latin-Ameri- 
can peoples, its already discernible impact on Panama, Brazil, etc. The proposed 
resolution must expose before the U.S, working class and nation the falsity and 
hypocrisy of the contention in certain circles that this country has always been a 
good friend of the Cuban people and an ardent supporter of their aspirations for 
national independence and dignity--their synthetic "surprise" at the "ingratitude" 
of the Cuban people. Exposure of this ribald lie is basic to our defense of the 
Cuban revolution, One of the most effective means of doing this, in our opinion, is 
to spotlight both present and past machinations of U.S, monopolies and the State 
Department against Cuban and Guatemalan independence, with some generalizations on 
this same theme theme in regard to other lation-American countries, 


3. It 4s not enough for the draft resolution to give six lines to "the in- 
creasing manifestations of anti-Semitism" in our country. A more vigorous presenta- 
tion of the sinister increase in anti-Semitic acts and propaganda is needed, 
fight against anti-Semitic poison must also be one of the points in the immediate 
program proposed by the draft resolution. (Political Affairs, Septe, 1959, Pe 29) 


_The proposed resolution must also take note of the divisive and disruptive 
influences in the rise of a rabid Jewish bourgeois nationalism in our country, 
focused around the State of Israel and ite pro-imperialist orientation, which finds 


reflection in an important section of the Zionist movement in the U.S. 


The pro=imperialist character of this Jewish bourgeois nationalism serves 
not only to isolate Israel from the powerful conscious anti-imperialist currents in 
the national liberation revolution sweeping Asia, Africa and Latin-America, but 
gravely affects the friendly relations between the Jewish people and the Negro 
people, whose sympathies are with the anti~imperialist-colonialist revolution, It 
feeds anti-Semitic currents in the Negro community, derived from the national stream 
of anti-Semitic poison and provided a phony rationale by the fact that it is the 
Jewish merchants, with their anti-Negro employment policies, and pot the represente- 
tives of monopoly capital, who are visible in the Negro community. 


Irritating and exasperating as is the reactionary role of Jewish merchants 
in the Negro community, Negro Marxists have historically recognized that the enemy 
in the path of the Negro people is not the Jewish merchants, but monopoly capital, 

know it is monopoly capital that originated and today strives desperately to 
ian the infamous U.S, jimcrow pattern. They know, too, that monopoly capital 
would like nothing better than to have attention diverted from itself, have Jews 
as the main enemy of the Negro people. Thus, Negro Marxist recognize their 
obligation to vigorously combat such a consummation, in the interests of Negro free- 
dom and Jewish-Negro unity--so vital a factor in the fight against racism, white 
supremacy and anti-Semitism. But our Negro comrades should not be left to conduct 
Their efforts must be supplemented and supported by our Party 
boldly adopting a Marxist-Leninist position on Jewish bourgeois nationalism and the 
Middle East, thereby repudiating at long last the peddling of the Ben-Gurion line by 
4 
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the Daily Worker during the editorship of the renegade John Gates, Our Party must 
defend the right of Israel to exist, but criticize the reactionary policies of ite 
rulers. On this point we could well take a lesson from the valiant Israeli 
Communist Party. 


Moreover, unless we are to abdicate the Jewish community to the bourgeois 
nationalists, have the Jewish working class succumb to their reactionary influences, 
we must vigorously combat all that is reactionary in Jewish bourgeois nationalism, 
just as we must combat what is reactionary in Negro bourgeois nationalism, and not 
treat bourgeois nationalism, as the draft resolution does, as if it were a problem 
only for the Negro movement. 


It is not enough to leave the ideological struggle to the Morning Freiheit 
and other left Jewish publications, Not all of our Jewish comrades read Yiddish and 
can avail themselves of the excellent discussions and guidance offered by the Ereji- 
heit. Nor, indeed, should our Jewish comrades be expected to carry alone the burden 
of the ar against Jewish bourgois nationalism. This is the duty of the Party 
as a whole, 


Developments and trends in the Jewish commurity must’ be of the greatest con- 
cern to all Communists. We should never forget that many of our most capable and 
valiant comrades were recruited in that community, nor that the Jewish people have 
a long progressive tradition. It is our duty to keep that tradition alive and 
strengthen it against the inroads of Jewish bourgeois nationalism 


4. The draft resolution ignores completely the problems of the Mexican 
workers and the Mexican-American community. It likewise by-passes the problems of 
Puerto Rican workers in our country and the position and role of women in U.S. 
society, including the triply oppressed Negro women and their outstanding contribu- 
jo gen to the Negro freedom movement. It treats inadequately the problems and role 

youth. 


5. It falls far short of adequate criticism of business unionism and the 
treacherous, class collaborationist role of its leaders on both domestic and foreign 
issues, including the vicious activities of these leaders in seeking to subvert and 
undermine the newly-won political independence of Asian and African nations and the 
national-revolutionary struggles of those peoples still under the yoke of imperie- 
lism, in line with State Department policies. 


6. It fails aggressively to defend the Party and its members: the right of 
Communists to function without harassment and persecution, without being penalized 
by blacklists, etc., for their political convictions. In this connection, it must 
be said, the liberal Professor Joseph P, Morray does a far better job, in his 
recently published book Pride of State (Beacon Press, Boston) of defending the U.S. 
Marxist movement than our Party has been doing in this period. 


It is our opinion, too, that the proposed resolution should also defend 
those basic Marxist-leninist theories that are under violent attack today, both by 
the bourgeoisie and their intellectual lackeys, and by some of our own comrades, A 
vigorous defense of the theory of relative and absolute impoverishment of the work- 
ing class could do much to dispel many of the illusions of the working class, 


4 program for a Marxist Party, such as must be projected, or at least out- 
lined, in its (main) political resolution must, of course, deal with many aspects 
in the life of its country and working class. This necessity does not, however, 
exempt it from the obligation of selecting the most important issues for an ex- 
ploration in depth. The proposed resolution needs to amplfy its analysis of major 
issues, Much of its present treatment of issues is superficial, platitudinous and 
verbose. 


By E.G., New York 


During the course of "Some Aspacts of the Negro Question" --a July, 1959 
Marxist World Review article based on a report to the National Committes--Sanes 
E. Jackson declares (emphasis his): 


1. "The Negro people are most severely oppressed and exploited of all 
the peoples who make up the American nation," 
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2. "But the Negroes in the United States are not constituted as a nation. 
They rather have the characteristics of a racially distinctive people or nationali- 
ty and constitute a historically determined component part of the whole American 
nation, which, as is well known, is itself an historically derived national forma- 
tion, an alamgam of more or less well-differentiated nationalities," 


3. "Io conclude that the Negro people in the United States are not s nation 
4e not te say that the Negro question 4p our country is not a national ° 
It is indeed a national question. The question is, however, a national question of 
what type, with what distinguishing characteristics, calling for what strategic 
concept for solution?" 


Following his three hypotheses (as quoted above), Comrade Jackson prepares 
the reader for a definition of the "type" of "national question" the Negro question 
is, He deos it by pointing out that "Marxism-Leninism regards the national ques-. 
tion from the viewpoint of liberating the oppressed nations and nationalities, 
linking this task with the struggle for liberation of the working class fram the 
yoke of capitalism in a given country and on a world scale"; he does it by explain- 
ing that "The path of development of the Negro people toward the achievement of 
equality does not take the route of struggle for national independence, political- 
geographical sovereignty and statehood" but, rather, that "The Negro people...his- 
torically, now, and, most probably, for the future, seeks a solution of its 
national question in the struggle for securing equality in political, economic, and 
social fields as g component part of the American nation"; and he does it by show- 
ing that this interpretation of the Negro question does not diminish "the revolu- 
tionary import of the Negro people's struggle" but that it is in "the main line of 
the present-day reality, namely, that the solution of all democratic tasks is 
worked out in conformity with and on the basis of the primacy of the working-class 
struggle to transform modern society along socialist lines," Having thus prepared 
you for his definition of the "type" of "national question" the Negro question is, 
Comrade Jackson says (emphasis his) 


"This places the struggle for the solution of the Negro question in direct 
and xelationship te the present-day movement. for progress, and its main 
social force--the working class," 


And that statement, as far as I was able to determine, is his answer to 
his query. 


Because, it seems to me, Comrade Jackson has answered only one element of 
his question, and the "type" to which this "national question" belongs seems to be 
missing--a situation which may leave one doubting that what he calls the national 
"is indeed a national question"--I am psing a series of hypotheses. 


Hypothesis ]. A national minority presupposes existence of a nation to 
which that minority belongs. The phrase "national minority" used in this sense is 
a political term. It implies either (most commonly) nationals of a subject or 
dominated country living in the country which dominates their homeland and who con- 
sequently are treated as inferiors, or (sometimes) nationals whose country is not 
directly dominated by the host country but who, themselves, are politically and 
otherwise maltreated by the host country, A group of Kenyans, for example, resid- 
ing in London, is a national minority, as is a group of Algerians tiving in Paris. 
Cypriots living in England are a national minority. Until the Gold Coast became 
the independent state of Ghana, any group of that country's indigenous peoples 
living in England was a national minority and the political economic, and social 
issues arising from these Africans' being in England formed a national question. 
Suppose a Negro nation occupied the heart of the Deep South--as Jackson says is not 
the case Negroes living outside that area and elsewhere in the United States would 
be a national minority, wouldn't they? There being no such nation, can there still 
be a Negro national minority and a national question? 


Hypothesis 2. Descendants of the black race brought to America from 340 to 
less than 200 years ago are United States citizens. They are not and cannot be 
nationals of their ancestors' homeland, Africa, first because these descendants were 
born in the U.S., and also because they c ould not be nationals of the whole of 
Africa even if they had been born on that continent, Africa being constituted of 
thousands of nationalities and many countries--as is America or Asia or Europe. 

May we, therefore, call United States descendants of Africans from the old "Gold 
Coast" a national minority because they bear some physical characteristics of their 
ancestors, anymore correctly than we may call other U.S. citizens national minori- 
ties because their parents or grandparents came from Italy or Japan or Ireland or 
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China? Would we say that Ghananian authorities were wrong not long ago when they 
told U.S, Negroes who sought to emigrate to Ghana that they were not welcome under 
the circumstances and reminded them that they were U.S. citizens? 


political term, the Negro 
part of a political equation that 
itical equati 
by whi 
not, Jackson's "racially distinctive" 


“American nation® implies great- 
especially hateful in en 


complete nations; we also make ourselves liable to the just criticism of Cuba, 
against 1,5, im 
retanding 


Negro people are "racially distinctive," as Jackson 
» “constitute a historically determined component of the 
States. Neither in the so-called Black Belt of the 
area of the U.S. do Negroes show indications of de- 
ight of self-determination--that is, independence--in the sense, say, 
that the people desires it and that Guinea desired and, finally got it. 
Is t because U.S. Negroes are conscious, though on the whole vaguely, of the 
fact that but for them the primary accumulation of wealth upon this 
different? Is it that they have learned--and are con- 
tinuing to learn, the medium of Negro History Week-that beginn- 
ing with the first arrival of 20 indentured African servants at Jamestown, Va., in 
1619, their more than the 


paid for, has continued to enrich the South and, 
try Is it that he knows that nothing in the 
3 that anthropologists declare his 
to flow through the veins of a paijority of old-stock citizens of the U.S,? 


on «=the removal of barriers separating "blacks" 
has been going on, formally, in the area 
ted number of other areas of the South, 
ision. Integration, on the other hand, 
rican continent since 1619, steadily and 
inexorably, but informally, therefore under difficulties. Some Supreme Court 


what you have, each to make the other's his own and to combine, It implies to the 
Negro complete equality, because an exchange implies worth for worth, value for 
value, Integration as a social concept in the U.S, means, in practice, placing the 
to sociologically, to man) position from 

work toward overcoming his inequality, the Ni as 
say here, interprets the idea of integration and thus acts in pede at 4 with 
his interpretation, he is wrong and should be shown by us to be a national minority 
concerned with a national question and that integration, which he wants, is incom- 
patable with the C.P, program, True? False? How? 


E’inal. Hypothesis. Integration rather than the right of self determination 
is desired by the Negro people of the United States, except for such groups as the 


States. it should be decided that Negroes are not a pationa)] minority, should 

it be decided also that since “minority” th 

is a minority of any sort only because he is 

has yet to be solved, and that when this pol 

will be a "minority" although still outnumbe : 

however, being a minority, is he, or is he 

minority? 

Hypothesis 4- Comrade Jackson, referring to the dropping of the concept 
of the Negro mation, writes that the Negro people “constitute a part (although the 
part most deprived of its rights) of the American nation." Our use of the geogra- 
nation chauvinism that is hateful in any people and 
oppressed people. The people of the United States, including us, the Negroes, have 
not maliciously, but baye thoughtlessly, adopted the imperialist-rulers’ jargon in 
referring to our country's relations with other countries and other peoples, Those 
of us who accept the Marxist definition of a nation cannot similarly accept the 
term "American" as just another way of saying "United States." We cannot accept it 
for the politically sound reason that this is talking not only like great-nation 
chauviniste who refuse to see latin America and Canada as, themselves, comprising 
wealth of the South; that since 1863 and the proclamation of emancipation the 
Begro! 
incide| 
cult: 
blood 
a are an aid to integration's going ahead formally and the Negro people are 
taking advantage, where possible, of such opportunities as are offered, When 
Negroes say they desire to be integrated into the general fabric of the econamic, 
social md political life of their country they consider that they are speaking, 
first of all, of their country--the whole of it--and they take the word integra- 
tion to mean to fit one into another; simultaneously to - what I have for 
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so-called Muslems and a few separatist elements. The Negro people desire such in- 
tegration not only because there is no political base for separation in the heart 
of the monopoly-capitalist country which is the United States of America, but 
chiefly because they feel that, in such a setup--if it were possible--they wuld 
lose more than they would gain. (As the Algerians, on the other hand, would lose 
more than they would gain by choosing integration instead of independence.) U.S. 
Negroes would lose the wealth created by their labor (as manifested in the material 
wealth of the United States), the billions of man-hours expended, their gifts to 
this culture and, in consequence, their right to the claim, as they now declare it, 
that this is their country because, but for them, there would not be this country. 


ane 


The foregoing hypotheses are presented, as hypotheses always must be pre- 
sented, as facts (or theories), pot as dogma, and should be accepted as facts until 
proved wrong. I must ask, as an afterthough, for I forgot to insert the question 
earlier, what becomes of the theory of "the Negro national bourgeoisie" and of the 
Negro people (divided as they are in classes, the mjority being workers themselves) 
as “an ally" of "the working class"? Are these two conceptions compatible with the 
integrationist movement? Does not this whole Negro question call for a great deal 
more gtudy by persons who have been, in some cases, offensively overbearing in 
their dogmatism on this question? 


HEMARKS ON THE DRAFT RESOLUTION 
West Jefferson Club, Moranda 
Smith Section, Los Angeles, Calif, 
ON THE INTRODUCTION 


The introduction should set forth a Communist Party program. The Communist 
Party is based on the science of Marxism-Leninism as a guide to action and analyis 
in answering the many questions confronting the people under our capitalist 
society. Therefore it is incumbent on us to present a rounded program based on the 
specific conditions in the U.S., setting forth demands uppermost in the interests 


of the people and charting the course to guarantee a peaceful development of a 
socialist U.S, 


We are of the opinion that a Party program must define for the people, as 
well as our members, the specific tasks and responsibilities that fall upon our 

Party, and why it has such responsibilities, Also, it should clarify the differ- 
ence between the Communist Party and the bourgeois parties. 


Secondly, the introduction should place in order of importance those sec- 
tions of the people who can most influence the development of our country. Herein, 
we see the role of the working class as the key force, both in the struggle for 
peace and in the struggle for socialism. 


To guarantee the vanguard role of our Party, it is necessary to assure the 
fullest working-class participation and membership in it. Our program must be one 


geared to aiding the struggle of our working class to its logical conclusion, which 
is peace and socialism, 


In view of the fact that socialism is our main strategic aim, a major sec- 
tion of the introduction should be one introducing the concept of socialism, for it 
is overall purpose of the resolution to lead the people of our country closer to 
Peace and socialism, 


ON SECTION IT 


The draft resolution makes many excellent points on the peace question, 
thus reflecting a generally correct line. It can be improved by consolidating all 
the points into a clearly-defined, unmistakeably Marxist-Leninist line on the 
struggle for peace, 


The Communist Party, guided by the Leninist concept of peaceful coexistence, 
is in the vanguard of the struggle for peace, This point should be developed ex- 
plicitly in the resolution, The theory of peaceful coexistence is derived from the 
leninist analysis of imperialism into the three well-known contradictions, The 
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idea of the possibility of building socialism in one country (the point of conver- 
gence of the three contradictions) was developed from this analysis. 


The draft resolution makes many excellent points on the peace question, 
thus reflecting a generally correct line. It can be improved by consolidating all 
the points into a clearly defined, unmistakeably Marxist-Leninist line on the 
struggle for peace, 


The Communist Party, guided by the Leninist concept of peaceful coexistence, 
is in the vanguard of the struggle for peace. This point should be developed ex- 
plicitly in the resolution, The theory of peaceful coexistence is derived from the 
leninist analysis of imperialism into the three well known contradictions. The idea 
of the possibility of building socialism in one country (the point of convergence of 
the three contradictions) was developed from this analysis. 


The correctness of this idea was proven with the defeat of fascism in World 
War II, Today we have developed it into the theory of peaceful coexistence, of 
peaceful competition between the socialist and capitalist sectors, On the one hand, 
we have the realization, in actual fact, of the superiority of the socialist system 
along with its victory in country after country. On the other hand, we have in- 
creasingly insurmountable contradictions within and among the imperialist countries 
along with the breakup of colonial rule in country after country. This is how 
Marxist-Leninists envision the victory of socialism on a world scale. This is what 
is encompassed by the term "peaceful coexistence." 


Two conclusions follow from this: 


1, Since this is a fundamental contradiction, it should be reflected 
in every nation, in every town, in every factory, in every organi- 
zation, in every man, woman and child, and in every problem no 
matter how general or how personal. 


2. The struggle for peace is inseparably connected with the struggle 
for socialism. 


The draft is weak on both points, On the first it states that the over- 
whelming majority are as one in their fear of nuclear war and their desire for 
peace. This certainly does provide a basis for a united peace movement but it is 
not enouth. The American people have not had the same kind of war experience as the 
peoples of other countries, where the conscious peace movements are of mass 
character, This desire for peace based on the fear of nuclear war must be linked up 
with the actual experiences of the American people living under the tremendous bur- 
dens of the mar economy. 


We have mounting inflation, taxes, crisis in educational facilities, 
juvenile delinquency, housing shortage, etc. For the Negro people and other 
minorities this means ever increasing shifting of the burdens from the privileged 
section of the workers. The cost of producing one bomber can practically eliminate 
the worst forms of juvenile deliquency in our city. It can keep our libraries open 
for the next half century on Saturdays. Or it can pay a year's salary for several 
hundred new school teachers, 


Secondly, in the struggle to rid themselves of the hardships brought about 
the war economy, the American people must inevitably develop closer and friendlier 
ties with the socialist countries and with the American Communist Party which always 
stands for proletarian internationalism. It is no accident that the militancy of 
our labor leaders can be measured by their differing attitudes towards the Soviet 
Union, or that the Communist Party is singled out above all other groups as the 
object of vilification and persecution by reaction. This is one very important 
reason why the workers will inevitably turn to our Party for leadership, Our Party 
is universally recognized as the enemy of capitalism, as the party of socialism, 


The main weakness of the section on peace is that it tends to isolate it 
from the day-to-day needs of the people and also from the struggle for socialism. 
It is open to both Left and Right deviations, This is not unusual; both deviations 
are the same underneath. This tendency of isolating the struggle for peace in and 
for itself also shows the influence of the pacifists who have made a tremendous in- 
pact upon the left wing in recent years. 


This isolation is further emphasized by its neglect in other sections of the 
dreft. The section on the economic situation omits the question of the harmful 
effects of the East-West trade embargo and the role of East-Nest trade in converting 
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to peace-time economy. In fact the whole question of converting to peace-time 
economy is neglected, The negative as well as the positive attitudes of our labor 
leaders on the peace question should be pointed out somewhere in the resolution. 


The title of the peace section tends to restrict the peace issue to a 
question of foreign policy. 


The draft resolution opens its peace section with the statement that the 
"maintenance of peace" is the primary issue. This phrase should be changed to the 
“achievement of peace" or some other similar phrase, We cannot have peace by main- 
taining the status quo. We can have peace only by going forward 


This section should be the cornerstone on which rests the whole of our 
political analysis. Therefore it must clearly present an overall picture of the 
economic trends and developments in our country since our last convention, How do 
these effect and compare with the total world economic outlook? What benefits have 
accrued to the workers of the U.S. from our country's imperialist policies, and what 
is our role as Communists? Was the economic analysis outlined in our '57 Convention 
Resolution a correct estimate? If not, what were its weaknesses? 


Inclusion of "Militant Moods" and "Reactionary Offensive" in this section 
is » These would be better placed at the beginning of the section dealing 
with the 1960 Elections as a base for developing its thesis. Also, in the order the 
they are presented, the final emphasis is on the reactionary. Instead of this 

evaluation of each political point to 
to weigh the positive and negative aspects 
lusions we are left to speculate on 


and 

and unstable but on the upgrade (for 
4s too superficial. While it isn't 
necessary to ehmerete all the statistics, we recommend the inclusion of the most 

tae with an analysis of such figures as are available in the labor 


(There follow a number of figures on trends in production investment, 
prices, profits, taxes, etc., which we omit for reasons of space.-Ed.) 


Further, we feel this section gust include: relation of fixed capital to 
variable capital; bank control -- mortgages on homes and small business; interlock- 
ing control; credit and interest rates; gold standard and currency manipulation; 
interest on war debt; manipulation of stock market; installment credit; cost of 
advertising to consumers; insurance companies role; land ownership; medical costs; 
crime cost; public works; unemployment and welfare figures; shoddy production of 
consumer goods, 


For emphasis, we separate the whole question of export of capital which in 
the greatest imperialist country in histery assumes major importance. The only 
formulation at all, referring to "establishing plants abroad ... at the expense of 
jobs of American workers" reflects great national chauvinism and is totally inade- 
quate as an analysis of the export of capital. 


automation deserves a much fuller treatment, which would lend 
naturally into a discussion of the plight of the unemployed -- the difficulties of 
collecting unemployment insurance and welfare -- the treatment of old age pensioners 
and the attacks on aid to dependent children -- the effect of automation on the 
white collar workers, The analysis of automation in relation to the Negro people 
and the resultant wemployment should be treated more extensively, also, youth, 
What is happening to women and older 


The main resolution, and especially the section dealing with economics, 
needs a fuller treatment of the trade unions, East-West trade and the possibilities 
of conversion to peaceful production, 


Other points needing clarification are: 

Page 29. Growth of state monopoly capitalism. 

Page 29. Why was the third slump the mcst severe? 

Page 30. Relocation of new factories--where? Who are the new workers? 
What of working conditions, unions? What is happening in auto where unemployed 
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workers are returning to West Virginia and other home areas when unemployment cam 
pensation runs out? 


Page 30. Looting the federal treasury--how? 
Page 30. Colossal burden of interest on the taxpayers--which taxpayers? 
Fage 30. Treatment of the farmers is so brief and superficial it doesn’t 
answer anything. “here have they gone? Who owns the land? Who is farming it? 
What changes in methods have occurred? What is produced? What is the role of price 
supports, soil erosion prevention and other government policies? What about working 
conditions, wages, unions, cooperatives? 
Page 31. Thirty-hour week--at what wages? 
Why is there nothing on a new federal minimum wage law? 


THE STRUGGLE FOR PEACE IN THE UNITED STATES 
By Felix Anderson 


(Excerpts) 


Two outstanding historical developments characterize the present era, One 
is the rise of socialism. The other, its importance less widely noted, is the 
emergence of a new technology based largely on developments in the fields of 
nuclear energy and automatic control, 


This new technology holds in store for mankind and, in particular, for 
America, two alternative and mutually exclusive fates: as 

war, with the annihilation of a majority of the human race and destruction of civili- 
zation as we know it; (2) freedom from want, relief from drudgery, and greatly in- 
creased leisure for all the people. 


The question of war or peace thus presents itself today as the question of 
which way nations will use the vast technological capabilities and energy resources 
whica science has brought forth. 

sae 


It is prerequisite to a mass peace movement in the U.S, that major sections 
of the population see clearly the existence of sharp contradictions between contin- 
uation of the cold war on one hand and pursuit of the national welfare on the other. 
What are the most important considerations for the Party and the Left in helping the 
American people to see why (and then decide how) the cold war should be junked! 
First, we must base our work on an understanding of the fundamental importance of 
the new technology. And second, this work must proceed from a deepened understand- 
ing of the popular consciousness, 


How do the American people feel about the cold war policy with ite risk of 
thermonuclear war? The chief characteristic is bewildered concern. On one hand, 
the people hear about the great destructive capacity of H-bombs; but on the other 
hand, they are assured that with evacuation, shelters, anti-missile missiles, and 
"clean bombs," the losses can be "minimized." On one hand, they hear that many 
scientists are worried about anticipated biological effects of fallout from nuclear 
tests, but on the other hand, they are told by the A.E.C. that these effects are 
"negligible." 


Forces within and without the government seek to prevent popular participe- 
tion in the decisions concerning the use of nuclear energy and nuclear weapons, 
They are therefore deliberately restricting and distorting information; thereby they 
vitiate the democratic functioning of government and deny citizens the right to 
participate in the making of decisions essential to their well-being, Fundamental 
policy decisions proceed from technical considerations which, the people are told, 
they are incapable of grasping; they are reassured, however, that the decisions are 
being based on the thinking of competent specialists whose objectivity and patriot- 
ism are beyond question. 


But there is a growing body of persuasive evidence that the people are dis- 
turbed by the idea of leaving to the "experts" the decision of policy questions upon 
which human survival depends. Thus (see The Nation, Jue 13 and Sept, 26, 1959), im 
at least two large cities, New York and St. Louis, the popular demand for sound 
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information on radiation and its hazards has become so great that volunteer organi- 
sations have been created to provide the means of communication between the public 
and scientists who are concerned about the public's right to know. 


These organisations have avoided the advocacy of particular policy positions, 
apparently adhering instead to the objective of an informed public able to partici~- 
pate in the democratic process. Probably due in large measure to this bracd =~ 
approach, these groups have received many requests for speakers from PTA! 
groups, church bodies, Lions Clubs, etc. Inevitably, it 
reveal the people's concern to know how they can become better inf 
can most effectively voice their views. 


For us, this places the fight for the people's right to partici 
ciding how nuclear energy and weapons will be used as the key tactical 
the American peace struggle today. The obtaining of essential informat 
problems is an integral part of the struggle. It should be evident that 
struggles will not be easily won, and the course of the struggle i 
profound politically educating experiences. It should also be evident 
fight for the right to be informed and to participate in the formation 
corresponds exactly to the present state of readiness of the American people. 


In trade union circles, automation has been generally viewed as a necessary evil 
rather than a potential boon; it is considered mainly in terms of defensive measures 
against dislocation of workers, This is no more than natural when automation is 
seen only as a development in capitalism, which will serve to enhance both profits 
and unemployment. It is of course correct for the unions to concern themselves 
with the short term defense of the workers’ security. But the situation demands the 
elaboration of a broad program for the rational and comprehensive application of 
automation to the American economy in the public interest. 


In this richest of countries, the working class is confronted by the fear 
that disarmament and automation bode mass unemployment. However, this overlooks the 
role which the people can play in shaping their own future. Their failure to con- 
sider this question is related in turn to confusion about the cold war and unaware- 
ness as to the material benefits which automation can bring. We suspect that on the 


latter Gieation, mould exhibit a voracious appetite for information, 

pow. Both the Party and the mass organizations can help the people elaborate the 
needed economic program; but in attempting this, both must engage in continuing dis- 
course with the people and be keenly attuned to their thoughts. 


There is no obvious factor precluding that much of such an economic program 
could be realized in the U.S. under capitalism, This would of course hinge on the 
developing course of ruling class strength and on the extent of determined working 
a for transition to a peaceful economy with a minimum of economic 
travail, 


It is still too early to assess fully the attitudes of the ruling class 
toward the future of the cold war or to perceive completely the divergences which 
may arise, Even a monopoly capitalist may not remain oblivious to the destructive 
power of modern weapons and the strength of the socialist camp as deterrents to 
imperialist war. Moreover, it is likely that some will question whether disarmament 
or inflation poses the greater threat to capitalist economic stability. 


However, the basic laws of monopoly capitalism still operate. The in- 
creasing limitations on tne capitalist market still give rise to imperialist as- 
Pirations, And whatever the subjective attitude of some monopoly capitalists, this 
heavily armed imperialist porer remains a threat to peace. In U.S, ruling circles, 
it ie still widely maintained that a nuclear war is admissible, and the doctrine of 
preventive nuclear war has yet to be repudiated, The deterrents already mentioned 
cannot be deemed guarantees of peace. Whatever powerful deterrents to war may 
arise from the objective situation abroad, the guarantee that aggressive war will 
not be waged by the U.S, can be provided ultimately only by the political interven- 
tion of braod sections of the American people in behalf of peace, 


Feaceful competition is possible but it will offer neither a solution nor a 
mitigation of monopoly capitalist problems, A popular program for transition to a 
non-military economy with a working class share in the benefits of automation may be 
expected to arouse the bitter opposition of much of the ruling class, Nevertheless, 


de- 
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The state of popular awareness of the progressive economic implications of 
the new 7 is 7 far below the understanding of the military side. 
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we may anticipate some support within the ruling class for such a program; this will 
facilitate adoption and implementation of the program. 


In sumary, the Party's program for-peace must focus on these important new 
elements; 


(1) an analysis of the situation and alternatives arising out of the new technology 


4 program for implementing the new and forthcoming technological developments 
et indeed, this must be seen 
as the positive essence of meeting the Soviet challenge to peaceful competition. 
fhe American people will see that they can only gain from such a race. 


(3) & struggle for the democratic right of the people to participate in the making 
of public policy; this presupposes a campaign for public education on those basic, 
incontrovertable facts which the public knows it lacks and which are indispensable 
for forming an intelligent opinion on the key questions relating to peace. 


In addition, the Party must engage with new vigor and flexibility in the 
Clarification of the crucial political blind spots which underlie the cold war 
ideology. These efforts will be greatly assisted by steps to broaden the free 
exchange of ideas and persons between Bast ané West. In the spirit of constructive 
peaceful competition in ideas, new forms of exchange should be promoted, and the 
fear of ideas should be swept away. 


By D.B. 


The Draft Political Resolution has been endorsed widely, if not unanimously, 
at club, section ani district levels in our state. Yet, the discussion and the 
endorsement was of a critical nature. The EE Open letter to the membership was a 
timely and sensitive response to this critically constructive attitude toward the 
resolution, 


It is in this critical spirit that I want to discuss the section deal ing 
with the ech ional tent of our mass work and particularly that related to the 
tasks of our inner idological responsibilities, after correctly indicating (it is 
true, @newhat routinely) the dangers to the working class and the common people in 
enti-Sovietism, anti-commniem, raciem, anti-Semitism, bourgeois nationalism md 


chauvinism, the Draft calle for the exposure of thie poisonous ruling class 
propaganda. 


The Draft then declares; "Within the ranks of the Party and among other 
progressive forces, it is necessary to wage the most uncompromising and consistent 
struggle against revisionism, %,is opportunist trend has ite source in the ideology 
of the imperialist ruling class which, through a whole range of social reformist and 
‘clase partnership’ ideas and illusions, exerts its pressure on labor and the middle 
Classes and, in turn, within the Party. Exposing and combatting revisionist ideas 
and prectices, which did great damage to our party in the period from 1956 to 1958, 
as well as in earlier periods, is our main ideological task." It then adds; "at 
the same time, the Party must vigorously combat doctrinairiem and sectarianism," 


Obviously, this section cannot be discussed by itself. It needs to be re~ 
viewed in my opinion from at least thre inter-related approaches. First and fore- 
most, it needs examimtion in relation to current theoretical problems that we face 
and particularly to current experiences in mass work, Second, it calle for an 
analysis on the background of the 16th Convention and in the context of national 
committee pro-nouncements since that convention, Third, it needs to be viewed in 
the light of the historic document adopted in Moscow in November 1957 and known as 
the Declaration of Communist and Workers! Parties of Socialist Countries. The 
general content of modern revisionism, its sources as well as its effects, ware pre- 
sented with crystal clarity in that Declaration. . 


In our Party, tefore, at, and for-some time after the 16th Convention, 
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revisionism expressed itself primarily in denying the need for a Marxist vanguard 
party, in rejecting democratic centralism as the tested form of party organization, 
and in rejecting the universal validity of the dictatorship of the proletariat. It 
further exhibited ite anti-Marxist character by violating principles of proletarian 
internationalism, and by weakening the ties of the fraternal Communist Parties. 


In some cases, the revisionists looked forward to an ever-expanding capital- 
ist prosperity in the midst of an ever-widening democracy leading gradually and 
peacefully without revolution to socialism, These and other unscientific views, such 
as attitudes to social democracy and reformism, the welfare state, etc., were re- 
jected piecemeal, some at the 16th Convention, other following the convention, and 
most decisively at and after the February 1958 National Committee meeting, which 
adopted a position of a simultaneous struggle against opportunist and revisionist 
influences and against sectarianism and dogmatism, 


Which, if any, of these revisionist views on the role of our Party, on the 
crisis-free capitalism, on the attitude to the socialist countries, on the estimate 
for a flowering of bourgeois democracy and a growing over into the welfare state are 
today prevalent in our Party? What National Committee member, what state committees, 
pe Lan eee or individual members today advocate these alien ideas in our ranks? 

articles or editorials in Political affairs or The Worker since February 1958 
can and should be labeled properly as revisionist or rightist in di rection? 


Even if only very few in our ranks would promote such harmful propositions, 
the danger would be grave indeed, and a decisive ideological struggle against them 
would be in order, How can we judge the gravity of the situation now unless we are 


sauant informed of such trends, if any exist, either in the leadership or in the 
8 


One of the most serious manifestations of rightist thinking and practice 
that does continue to exist is the minimization of the role of our Party. Under-es- 
timating the Party or even negating its role in concrete situations where potentiali- 
ties for such expression of our vanguard role, either through individuals or through 
the organization as such, are both possible and necessary, is an error of a rightist 
or revisionist character. This is not to be confused with the sectarian who 
answers every call for participation in mass activity by proposing another Party 
leaflet. 


The fact that a decisive strugete against revisionism was not launched 
promptly and vigorously calls for self-critical examination by the leadership. The 
16th Convention of our Party underestimated the emerging danger of revisionism, But 
to single out for today as the main ideological task of our Party exposing and com- 
bating revisionist ideas and practices would indicate that the revisionist danger is 


growing while the danger of dogmatiem is diminishing in our ranks. Is this actually 
so? 


The ravages of revisionism on our Party - first Lovestone, and then Browder, 
and more recently Gates have left their mark on our organization. And the most 
recent experience would surely demand a constant vigilance against the influences of 
thie capitalist-oriented ideology. Furthermore, the influence of revisionism on an 
international scale would further demand of us a relentless struggle against the 
"new" refurbished dogmas of Bernstein, Continuing attempts to influence our ranks 
by those revisionist forces who left the Party are not to be denied nor are the 

ideological influences of reformist and social-democracy to be overlooked, 


Given the history of revisionism in our Party, given the hold of American 
capitalist ideology on the american workers, given the opportunist practices 
("opportunist system" would probably be more accurate) of the dominant section of 
trade union leadership, it would be folly indeed to underestimate the danger of 
revisionist-opportunist ideas and practices that my and do seep into the ranks of 
the Communist Party. 


A Communist must not confuse, or equate, opportunist dangers in the labor 
movement with what may be the ideological danger in the Party at a given time, Our 
Party history can furnish more than one example where opportunism in the labor move- 
meat led to sectarian policies on the part of the left and the Party. Thus, pre- 
vailing opportunism in the ranks of the working class does not automatically make 
opportunism the main dmger in the party. 


Why, then, not make the struggle against revisionism the main ideological 
task facing the Party? That it is a major ideological responsibility is obvious, 
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and that any concrete manifestation of it in and around our movement must be relent- 
lessly exposed is also clear, But if this is to be the main ideological task, then 
other dangers facing our organization and movement, such as dogmatic-sectarian ones, 
are less grave and do not call for the same exphasis and all-out attention. Od jec- 
tive and concrete examination of the situation in and around our Party will not 
support this one-sided presentation of our ideological tasks, It is not so, above 
all, because the period we are entering is an utterly new period, a new historical 
stage in the fight for peaceful coexistence and to underestimate either dogmatic 
tendencies or sectarian practices in our Party would be tantamount to erecting al- 
most insuperable barriers on the main road to disarmament and peace. 


This period above all calls for a creative development of Marxism. The 2lst 
Congress of the CPSU was the best example of this. Other parties, as well, are 
struggling to enrich Marxist-Leninist theory and to improve ite guiding role in the 
battle for peace, democracy and socialism. Our Party can be proud of its creative 
application of Marxism to the Negro question in the U.S.A. This theoretical con— 
tribution may well mark the beginning of a leap forward by American Marxists in en- 
riching the ecience of MarxismLeninism in its application to the U.S.A. At the 
moment our Party still lags in its theoretical and ideological work and much of it 
still needs to be tied in with our daily activities. 


On the threshhold of this new period we shall face the most complex problems 
of mass work in coalitions and united fronts in order to help establish peaceful com 
petition between the socialist and capitalist worlds. Sectarian practices could rob 
us of the effectiveness that we mst learn to exert in the coming decade of the 60's, 


Experiences in mass work in Illinois which cannot be detailed here for 
reasons of space, point up the danger of sectarian practices which still persist in 
more than one area of our work, A stubborn struggle against such practices must be 
initiated and maintained. are there not clubs and individuals in our State (and 
undoubtedly nationally) that do exactly what Hyman Lumer warns us against - inflate 
the Party's independent action into the totality (his emphasis) of its activities. 


are there not loud echoes of this sectarianism that makes "party meetings 
and the distribution of Party literature become a substitute for the difficult task 
of working within the mass movement and striving to build united front relationshipd" 
Do we still not find far too many instances where comrades demand ideological unity 
as a basis for united front activity? 


omOse wep p 


Who, with the sole exception, perhaps, of the dogmatists, will not see how 
apt this description of the dogmatist and sectarian is? "Dogmatisem and sectarianien 
hinder the developmert of Marxist-Leninist theory and its creative application in 
the changing conditions, replace the study of the concrete situation with merely 
quoting classics and sticking to books and lead to the isolation of the Party from 
the masses." And this tendency is still with us though diminishing in influence in 
our state. To some of our doctrinaires the very science of Marxism-Leninism is dis- 
torted and turned into a two-word magic formula, and thus no examination of the con- 
crete is necessary, 


The fight against dogmatism and tendencies in that direction will only 
register victories when, in the light of the Marxist method and guided by Marxist 
principles, the most thorough, concrete and continuing examination will be made of 
every major aspect of the American scene and the American class struggle as a basis 
for a sound program and sound strategy and tactics. The struggle against sectaria- 
nism will only record advances when our comrades in the trade unions and the mass 
organizations grapple with the immediate and concrete needs of the workers and the 
common people, and with great flexibility and sound judgment help establish united 
front activities and coalition movements on single issues as a basis for a broadens 
ing fron on many issues against the giant monopolies and reaction within our country. 
and within this movement, giving constaat attention to the question of how to 
express the Party's vanguard role in building the unity and political understanding 
of the working class, and in educating for socialism, 


Thus, the dangers of dogmatism and sectarianism are not to be underestimated 
This was the position adopted by the February 1958 National Committee meeting when 
it declared a two-front struggle. "Moreover", that National Committee statement de- 
clared, "this struggle should be waged so as to help overcome the historic weakness 
of the American Marxist movement, its sectarianism and doctrinairism," 
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What has happened since February 1958 that requires a different emphasis 
than that given then? Has the danger of revisionism grown and that of sectarianism 
diminished? A two-front struggle with equal emphasis on the dangers of revisionism 
and dogmatiem is every bit as necessary today as it was in 1958. 


It 16 well in this connection to review briefly what the Moscow Declaration 
of November 1957 had to say on these dangers, All to often only one quote is given 
as the total approach of the Declaration to these dangers. A study of the document 
will reveal three distinct and related conclusions expressed, One said, "Disregard 
of national peculiarities by the proletarian party leads to ite divorce from reality 
+ « « and is bound to prejudice the cause of socialism and, conversely, exaggeration 
of the role of these peculiarities ... is just as harmful to the socialist cause ... 
the participants in the meeting consider that both these tendencies should be com 
batted simultaneously." (My emphasis.) 


4 second position was expressed as follows: "The meeting underlines the 
necessity of resolutely overcoming revisionism and dogmatism in the ranks of the 
Communist and workers parties." 


and a third conclusion stated ; "In condemning dogmatism the Communist 
parties believe that the main danger at present is revisionism or, in other words, 
right-wing opportunism, which as a manifestation of bourgeois ideology paralyzes 
the energy of the working class and demands the preservation or restoration of 
capitaliem, However, dogmatism and sectarianism can also be the main danger at 
different phases of development in one party or another, It is for each Commnist 
party to decide what danger threatens it more at a given moment," 


Both the letter and the spirit of the Declaration are violated when one in-— 
siste that the conclusions on revisionism as the principal danger must apply with 
equal strength to every Communist party in the world and continue to apply today, 
two years later, to every Party alike, 

see 


The parties of semi-colonial countries or of countries just recently libera- 
ted from colonialism are carrying on profound diecussions on the role of the 
national bourgeoisie in the national liberation movements and revolutions. While 
not in anyway challenging the continued danger of revisionism there are varying but 
significant attacks on doct#inaire positions on the role of the national bourgeoisie, 
Thus, the Iraqui Party has recently stated that it had overestimated its own role 
and underestimated that of the mtional bourgeoisie in the Iraqui revolution, The 
Cuban party declares that in the practical application of Marxiem in Cuba, they 
face * © — dogmatic and sectarian mistakes, as well as errors of an 
opportunist and revisionist character. 


Palmiro Togliatti, head of the Italian Communist Party stated earlier this 
year; “Among the Italian Communists, the plant of revisionism never took hold, We 
shall continue to prevent its growth today ... At the same tige we shall combat 
every form of sectarianian,* 


Dolores Ibarruri, leader of the heroic Communist Party of Spain, wrote 
recently: 


"Hitherto it was difficult to pose the question of united action and agree- 
nent with some group of the national bourgeoisie because of their reactionary posi- 
tion, These groups have not ceased to be reactionary. But the pressure to which 
they are being subjected by the monopolies and their need to defend themselves 
comme this pressure is bringing them closer to the labor movement and democratic 

orces. 


"The Popular Front constituted a most important stage in the Communists! 
campaign for cooperation with non~proletarian forces in the interests of joint 
struggle against the threat of war, reaction and fascism. But the Popular Front 
oe not be considered as something static and unchanging as a pattern valid for 

1 time... 


"In particular, for Spaniards this form of association between labor and 
progressive forces against the background of struggle with the Franco regime is 
inadequate, We need, and we are fighting for a broader unity which would embrace 
all national forces regardless of their social status and past political activity..." 
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are not sectarian practices stili a major hindrance in the fight against 
reaction and the fascist danger in our country? 


Do we not still find loud voices in our ranks calling for the total dama- 
tion of present labor leadership and crying out that thie leadership is the main 
hindrance to any economic or political advance of the American working class? 


Are there not significant vestiges of sectarianism in our ranks which may 
seriously obstruct the mobilization of the american people in the all-out fight 
for peaceful coexistence and general disarmament? 


Who has not heard even in the very recent period in our Party where the 
Negro question is reduced to a class question and the national liberation movement 
equated with the liberation of the Negro worker from capitalist exploitation? 


Lenin in tw Communi an antile Disorder, observed: "Anarchism 
was often a sort of punishment for the opportunist sins of the working class move- 
ment. Both monostrosities mutually supplemented each other," While the basic ob- 
jective source of both left-sectarianism and righ opportunism is in the capitalist 
society in which we live, we have had, in addition, sufficient experience since 
1957 in the left-wing movement in the U.S.A. to be tempted to paraphrase Lenin's 
statement to read; "Both monostrosities, that of left sectarianism and right 
opportunism, have mutually supplemented and fed on each other." In such a concrete 
situation lessening the fire in any way on "one monstrosity" could lead to great 
harm to our movement, 


The examples from other parties are not cited to justify our Party's 
position after February 1958, This can only be judged on the basis of whether it 
correctly reflects the realities in and around our Party. They are given, however, 
as an argument against the static position taken by the dogmatists. 


It needs also to be stated of course, that a great number of Communist and 
workers! parties, based on their own continuing analysis of their own situation, 
still adhere to the conclusion that revisionism remains the main danger inter- 
nationally, as well as to their own parties, But their findings are in all cases 
determined by the study of their specific situations, and not by mechanical 
application of generalizations, 

see 


Our position today, I believe, must remain the same as it has been since 
Tebruary 1958 because concrete conditions in and around the Party demand it. In- 
cidentally, it would have been proper and wise, it seems to me, for the N.C., since 
it recommended a change in this regard in the Draft Resolution to have at least 
briefly outlined the causes for the earlier position and the reasons for the 
changed one projected at present. 


I further question the formulation as to what is our main ideological 
task from another angle. 


Would it not be sounder to say that our main ideological responsibility 
should concern itself with the problems and obstacles relating to our mass work, 
such as the united front and coalition activities, which, of course, would then 
include the questions of revisionist-opportunism, and dogmatism and sectarianism? 


Instead of the formulation in the Draft Political Resolution I recommend 
this substitution; 


“Our masse work and our ideological responsibility demand that the most 
consistent struggle against revisionist-opportunist tendencies be carried on 
simultaneously with the most vigorous opposition to dogmatic ideas and sectarian 
practices." 
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17TH NATIONAL CONVENTION 
REPORT OF CONSTITUTION COMMITTEF 
Pro to Pao Conctitution 


Please refer t> original Conetitution. We indicate here cnly the changes. 
Ad@itions ore underscored, Deletions are in prentheses, 


Sectinn 1. Add to line 5 after "political activity” 


6) to attain a ful world s> that the American people 
a at ir destiny freed fron th 
rwar; (b) to attain full equality for 


le by pis crow and realizing the 
Neg white; 


Section 4, Line 8, delete ("if feacible") 


Line 9, after "good standing" add: 


They may, however, for reaamission within six monthe, 
upon @pprova club, pay k 
dues and mintain their former s ing. 


Section 2. Page 9, line 7, after by-laws, add the word or. 
line 8, delete (or state committee), 
retain "my determin". Delete all that 
follows up to end of line 23. 


Retain balance of page. 


Page 10, line 2, delete (at large) 


line 6, delete a11 mterial starting 
with (a vacancy among members) and 
ending with (vacancy »ccurred) on 
line 12. 


ARTICLE V. 


National Organization Section 1, Page 12, line 8, delete (within the firxt six 
months of the year. 


Section 4, Page 13, line 12, delete (at least 90 days). 
Add four months, to read: 


Prior to regular National Conventions, 
four months shall be provided for dis- 
cussions, etc. 


Section 5, in the present Constitution hae been deleted by 
referendun. 


New Section 5 to read: 


Section 5, That each National Convention determine the 
number of members of the National Committee 


and election y secret ballot. 


ARTICLE II, 
Purposes 
Negro De op] 
ARTICLE ITI. 
Monberebip 
ARTICLE IV, 
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ARTICLE V 


National Organization New Sectirn 6 to read: 


Section 6, The Natirnal Cormittee shall be elected at 
the National Convention in the 511 wing 
wanner: t State Conventions ofall mke 
nominatione to National Committee o 
any member of the Party eligible in their 
own or any other State. Such nominationo 

together with any other nominationo made 

directly at the Convention shall appear on 
the election ballot at the National Conven- 
tion unless a nominee bas in the meantime 


d2clined. 


That in the election of the National Com- 
mittee all areas of country be included 
with due refard to the size of the membership 
and character o: state izat ° 

Present Section 6 then becomes Section 7. 

Section 7 will then read: 

Section 7. Vacancies shall be filled by the mijority 
vote of the National Committee. Members 
may be recalled vor cause by the affirmative 
vote of two-thirde of the members of t 


National Committee. 


Present Section 7 becomes Section 8, 

Present Section 8 becomes Section 9. 

Present Section 9 becomes Section 10. 

Page 15, line 6 from the bottom, 

Change to read: In fulfilment of ite duties instead of 
(in connection with ite duties) 


Present Section 10 becomes Section ll. 


Page 16, last line, change t> read: at least twice a 
instead of: ( at least four times a) 


ARTICLE VI 


Rights and Duties xf Members 


Section 1, rece 15, line 14 delete (They also have the 
right in accordance with Section 2 of this 
Article, to dieeent from decieione which 
have bean made.) 


line 18, change to read: 


Members should be active in carrying out 
the program of the Party, to read and 
circulate its press and literature, to 
increase their knowledge of scientific 
socialism and to attend club metings 
regularly. 


Section 12, page 21, line 10, delete (without prejudice) 
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ARTICLE VII 


Disciplinary Procedure and Section 3. Page 22, line 8, add after “any member” 
innate. or party committee 


line 13, add after "in that club" 
Clube or individual members may request 
the help of the next higher committee 


on such charges. 


line 16, after "trial oommittee" add, 


of the club or appropriate higher 
Party body. 


Section 6. Page 23, line 1. After "Any Member" 
add or committee. 


Adopted by the 16th National 
Convention of the Communist Party 
U.S.A. February 9-12, 1957. 


As amended by 17th National Convention 


EDITORIAL PROPOSAL: The Constitution should include an index. 


EDITORIAL CHANGE: 
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COMMITTEE EXHIBIT NO, 27 


SOME COMMENTS ON THE DRAFT RESOLUTION 
By Pettie Perry 
(Oct. 25, 1959) 


Comrades, thie is the fourth draft resolution on the Negro question in the 
last ten monthe, Som comrades might be amazed that this could happen in the 
Communist Party, where, instead of one draft and then a final resolution, we have 


four, with no one knowing how many more drafts we will have before we will have 
settled the question. 


There are a number of reasone for this. First, that the National question is 
one of the most complicated of all theoretical questions in the body of Marxist 
thought. Second, we are attempting to discuss thie question after three years of 
inner-party crisis. Under these conditions it is going to be difficult for us to 
formulate a satisfactory resolution on any question. Third, I know of no country 
where the National Question is as confused and complicated as it is in the United 
States, And this is neither because of Revisionism nor left Sectarianism, as one 
or @nother comrade might think. It ic because of the historical evolution of this 
question in the United States. 


First of all, the Negro people in this country are not & conquered people like 
the people of Puerto Rico or some other colony. Second, the Negro people in this 
country, like their white oppressors, originally came from another continent, and 
they both arrived in this country with different cultural backgrounds, and from 
different continents, with different ethnic backgrounds. Originally they spoke 
different languages, had different religious beliefs, and had other differences 
and peculiarities of their own. In addition to this, the Negro people in this 
country were at one time the slaves of their oppressors, the white ruling class. 
As & result, the ruling class was able to form and grow and develop in 4 certain 
direction--economically, politically and socially; whereas the development of the 
Negro people in all these aspects was restricted and different. 


These are some of the things that we must understand in order to appreciate 
deeply what are some of the more fundamental difficulties that lie before us in 
our effort to arrive at a correct conclusion regarding what precisely should be 
the min political long-range slogans for Negro liberation. 


It should be added, further, that even in countries where nations and peoples 
were more clearly defined, even in those countries the National Question was one 
of the most sharply debated of all. Ever since the London International Congress 
in 1896 this has been a very sharply debated question in the Marxist movement all 
over the world. And this situation was most marked in the first country of social- 
ism, the USSR, Without going further into this, I would like to refer the comrades 
to a few Marxist documents which deal with thie particular question: Lenin's pam- 
phlet: "The Right of Nations to Self-Determination; or Volumes IV and V of Lenin's 
Selected Works;" as well as Stalin's book, "Marxiem and the National Question,” 
especially pages 137 to 161, entitled “Report on National Factore in the Develop- 
ment of the Party and the State.” Thie latter comes from a Report delivered et 
the Twelfth Congress of the Russian Communist Party, April 23, 1923. 


The 1923 Report was made more than five years after the establishment of the 
Soviet Government. 


Another reference I would like to make is to Stalin's volume, the chapter 
"Deviations on the National Question," pages 203 to 214. Thies report was delivered 
twelve years after the establishment of the Soviet Government. At the Sixteenth 
Congress of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union, June 27, 1930. 


In our District we have had and are continuing to have the most intensive 
study and discuseion on the National Question. There are some who agree with the 
firet draft and som who oppose it; these contending viewpoints continue to this 
day. All during the discussion we have been able to conduct it ina non-factional 
marner, & manner which I hope will continue. In order to facilitate thie discus- 
sion, our District submitted to the Party an extensive bibliography dealing with 
the National Question. That included general material dealing with the Negro Ques- 
tion in the United States. Thie bibliography was compiled by first acquiring from 
Comrade Jackson a list of all the documents such as books, pamphlets, etc., that 
he used in hie preparations for the initial report. We added to this other sources 
of material. It is important now to ask, after thie intensive study, that all of 
us who disagree with the resolution should include in our disagreement that which 
we think should be our epproach and why we think so. 
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After these introductory remarks I proceed now to some comments on the reso- 
lution. The resolution is correct in setting forth in the introductory section, 
that after almost a hundred years the Negro people in thie country still do not 
enjoy the full rights guaranteed them under the 13th, 14th and 15th Amendments to 
the Constitution, Thie is not a denial of the achievemente of the Negro people. 
This is a realistic evaluation of the present situation. Ae such it is positive, 
being positive does not necessarily mean noting only the achievements as we have 
tended to do in the past. We must not close our eyes to the vast number of un- 
solved problems, If we do, our Party can become deluded and fall victim to grad- 
ualiem. If we do that, we fall behind the tempo of the Negro Liberation Movement 
iteelf, And thie would be unfortunate. 


Mise Nannie H. Burrougts, President of the Woman's Convention Auxiliary to the 
National Baptist Convention, U.S.A., at San Francisco September 9, 1959, in describ- 
ing the need for greater equality and integration of the Negro people had this to 
say: “The Negro masses can and must be reached, enlightened, enlisted, challenged 
and inspired, All of this talk about race progress is only whistling in the dark 
to keep away ghosts. It is glorifying the petty done and ignoring the vast undone." 
This is a spokesman for Negro life, @ spokesman of no small dimension. She is part 
of an organization that has five million Negroes in ite ranks, the second largest 
Negro organization in the country, second only to the Fraternal Council of Churches, 
which claims a membership of better than eight million, with the Baptiste being the 
largest part of this total. 


In Section One of the Resolution, the description of the Negro movement and 
the various currents that mke up that movement is too lightly and too narrowly 
dealt with, The impression is left that the only thing that is happening in thie 
movement for Negro liberation ie a grouping around the NAACP, with the NAACP act- 
ing ae ite epokesman, 


Now it is correct to say that the NAACP is the main civil rights organization 
of the Negro people; and that it has the eupport of the entire Negro people: also 
that in the country as a whole it is acting as the nerve center of the Negro lib- 
eration movement as it now exists. Thie is an objective fact. Further it is cor- 
rect to say that the NAACP has the broadest ties with the white masses in this 
country,especially with the labor movement and the white liberals. We have to 
speak conditionally, however, as to what authority it enjoys in the ranks of labor. 
We will come back to this later. First, let us turn to some of the other mjor 
components of the Negro Liberation Movement, their roles and their contributions 
to it. 


The Negro Church is about the oléest of all the Negro organizations. Both 
the Baptist and Methodist churches developed and were formed on the basis of 
fighting against Jim Crow. To thie day, they occupy a strong position of leader- 
ship among the Negro people. One of the movements that developed and shook the 
world in the field of Negro liberation, which did not start in NAACP, nor is it 
in_the hands of the NAACP, is the Martin Luther King Montgomery Improvement Assoc- 
iation bus boycott movement, This movement inspired the Negroes of Tallahassee, 
Atlanta and other cities to conduct similar struggles. So powerful was this move- 
ment that the young Martin Luther King, emerged five years ago from an obscure 
clergyman to prominence as an international figure. The present-day struggle in 
the Deep South for the right to vote is in the hands of the Christian Leadership 
movement. The most authoritative leaders of that movement are the Negro churches 
of the South, who enjoy the support of Negro churches and the Negro meses all 
over the country. 


True, that a number of forces, in the South such as certain white liberals, 
the Negro fraternal organizations, some of the unions that are all-Negro or pre- 
dominantly Negro, and NAACP branches are participants in this movement; but one 
cannot conclude therefore that this movement ie "grouped around the NAACP" with 
the NAACP acting as its spokesman, when it is known that King, Abernathy, Shuttle- 
worth and many other prominent ministers in the South are the most authoritative 
spokesmen for this movement. 


This is not only the case in places like Alabama, where the NAACP has been 
outlawed, but it is true in many other Southern states. It is such movements as 
these that are most aggressively putting the question of the Right to Vote, and 
the Right to Negro Representation, which foreshadows the possibility for the emerg- 
ence of a block of Negro aspirants for office, and may well be the prologue for 
@ resurgence of a movement of Negro clergymen to enter political office. 


It should never be forgotten that the firet Negro Senator ever to sit in the 
United States Senate was a Negro minister, Hiram Revels of Mississippi. 
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The initiative of the Negro clergy, particularly in the South, who are today 
leading the struggle on the political front my be the forerunner of what was done 
in Reconstruction. 


The NAACP neither endorses nor supporte political candidates. 


President J. H, Jackson of the National Baptist Convention, on September 19, 
1959 in San Francisco at hie organization's annual meeting, in addition to rally- 
ing the Negro people to the struggle for peace, laid before them the necessity of 
& relentless struggle for full citizenship rights in these words: "We must ineist 
on universal suffrage, the rights of all citizens to the ballot box, and take our 
full responsibility in helping to elect those officiale on whom the country muet 
depend for leadership and guidance,” 


This was done after he had pointed out to the Negro people how the unification 
of the Areb World was succeeding. He described this ae Arab Nationalism, to which 
he attached great value. In the sphere of world politics the church is playing far 
more of a direct role in Africa than is the NAACP, True, a lot of this is ona 
religious basis, but it is also true that som of it is om the basis of mterial 
existence. 


The treatment of the role of the Negro press in the resolution leaves me 
flabergasted. For it would appear from this section of the resolution that the 
Negro press "have rendered profound changes in the common psychological makeup of 
Negro Americans." As a mtter of fact the Negro press historically has been one 
of the greatest crusaders for Negro freedom. It is this institution that very 
often both fires and inspires the imagination and determination of the Negro people 
to put up stone-wall resistance against injustice. Very often it is the first 
institution in Negro life that sharply raises issues of discrimination in all walks 
of life. It isthe Voice of Negro Life that is most often critical of NAACP and 
its failure to tackle specific questions. It is critical likewise of both industry 
and labor, It is also sharply critical of Negro leadership iteelf when it lage in 
certain fields. Without this institution in Negro life, neither the NAACP nor any 
other aspects of the Negro Liberation Movement would be at the level they are today. 


What other institution in Negro life today is raising the question of police 
brutality as energetically as the Negro prese? This has developed into a situa- 
tion that is a national disgrece. This is true of Los Angeles, Chicago, Detroit, 
and every other mijor city in thie country. It is even true of places with only 
& emill Negro population like Seattle. Yet in what city in the North particularly 
éo you find any mss struggle on the part of any NAACP branch on thie issue? 


Consequently in our description of the Negro Liberation Movement and its 
component parte, the Negro Prees must be given much more credit for the role that 
it is playing. 


One of the biggest’ weaknesees in describing the Negro movement,however, (and 

& description of the currents in the Negro movement ie of course vitally neces- 
eary,) is the failure of thie resolution and all previous resolutions on this 

uvestion in the hist of our , to give any description or treatment of the 
role of women in the ear Liberation Movement. And yet it is known that the 
Negro women are one of the most energetic forces in Negro life. They are the 
most civic minded; they are closest to the youth, Without the role of the Negro 
Women every one of the Negro preachers in thie country would starve to death. For 
it is the women who carry on most of the organizing work, most of the fund-raising 
both in the churches and in the NAACP. Therefore it is not sufficient to speak 
simply of thie or that sector of Negro life and omit the role of women in the 
process; for these women have literally hundreds of organizations that are made up 
of nothing but women. They vigorously fight for various kinds of improvements in 
the Negro community. 


Even in the general Negro Liberation Movement the Negro women's organizations 
on their own, and on bebalf «f themeelves andtheir brothers and sons and husbands 
and on behalf of the whole Negro community not only fight for such general demands 
as FEPC, better housing, health, and so on, but they have been the pioneers in the 
field of the righte of domestic workers. In addition, they have aided thefight 
of organized labor, particularly the Negro workers in transportation. I quote 
from @ convention report of the President of the California State Association of 
Colored Women's Clubs, made at San Diego in July 1959. Mre. Ida M. Roberteton 
stated: 
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"The railroads, bus lines and air transport of our country are heavily sub- 
sidized gy government contract. Yet there ia equality of employment in no 
sense of the word. So far as we of the California State Association of Colored 
Women's Clube know, there is not a eingle Negro drive of inter-state buses in 
the country. Where there should be at least 50 Negro locomotive engineere per 
1000 employed, there is now no more than 1 per 1,000. And so on. Therefore 
we recommend adoption by the President's Committee on Government Contracts of 
a policy in favor of no loans, grants, subsidies or contracts to any air, land, 
sea transportation firm engaged in interstate business, except under conditions 


of employment equality without reference to race." 


There are serious material motivations which have to do with the welfare of 
the Negro community as @ whole, as well as with the welfare of the Negro women 
as individuals such as their precarious position in industry, their lack of op- 
portunities for jobs and the advancement to key positions in industry, the infer- 
ior status which they occupy in the labor movement etc; the main fact, however, 
is that the two examples cited by Mise Burroughs and Mre. Robertson, emphasize 
and illustrate the serious weaknesses on our part, Thies section of the popula- 
tion must be considered as both an independent current and also an important 
integral part of the Negro Liberation Movement as a whole. 


The youth movement and the role of the Negro youth is not mentioned in the 
Resolution, The response and the initiative of youth to the two mobilizations in 
Washington, D.C. emphasizes the tremendous vital force and vitality ofthe Negro 
Liberation Movement among youth, Thus as a further strengthening of the present 
draft we should consider the Negro youth as a distinct current of the Negro Lib- 
eration Movement along with all the rest of its componente. Without thie we will 
not have an adequate guide and perspective for the period ahead. 


Two other points: (1) In thie section we should deal more forcefully with 
the all-clase character of the Negro Liberation Movement. It is necessary to do 
thie because only by having before us a clear picture of what this movement is 
and where itis going, can the Marxist and pro-Marxist forces see clearly in what 
way they can identify themselves with that movement. 


(2) Treatment of the Negro nationalist movement in the Dreft Resolution is 
highly inadequate. It ie referred to as advocating "petty-bourgeois ‘solution'to 
the oppression of the Negro people." 


We should not discuss a question as serious as this in such an off-handed 
manner, for to do so tends to give a one-sided picture of Negro nationalism. 


While it is true that the nationalist movement contributes to the growing 
racial pride among Negroes, and thie is a positive achievement, it is also true 
that by ite nature nationalism (Moslems, etc.) leads to 4 separation of Negro 
from white, and this leade to a weakening of the liberation movement, for it 
must be remembered that the Negro Question cannot be solved by the Negro people 
alone. It was @ combination of whites and Negroes that led to the adoption of 
fair employment practices laws in many states and communities. 


Negro nationaliem can only divert the Negro people from the only possible 
solution to their problems, that is, the firm unity between the Negro Liberation 
Movement and the working clase which oonetitutes the broadest base for Negro- 
white unity. Without the unity of these two, the problems of the Negro people 
in the United States can never be solved. Zven if every Negro man, woman and 
child is united’down to the last person. If the Negro people could solve their 
probleme all by themselves, Jim Crow in American life would be as ancient as the 
first slave ship that came to thie country. 


Just as the white comrades especially should be in the forefront of the 
struggle against white chauviniem, eo our Negro comrades must be in the forefront 
of struggle against bourgeois nationalism. I fail to see how we can raise the 
question of the Negro nationalist movement without dealing with the question of 
bourgeois nationalism. Bourgeois nationaliem in Negro life is as divisive as 
anti-communism. While one contributes to the disruption of the whole progressive 
movement, the other disrupts the Negro Liberation Movement, from within, Taken 
together they constitute two main obstacles inside the Negro Liberation Movement, 
and must be fought as such, Granting thet different tactics for each one will 
have to be used, the struggle must be concentrated on them, 
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I turn now to Section Three of the Resolution. 


After dealing at length with the conditions of the Negro people, desoribing 
how Negroes are Jim Crowed in unions and industry, to the point where the Negro 
people receive 48% less family income than their white fellow citizens, the Reso- 
lution then says: 


"This circumstance alone dictates that the Negro worker take the lead in 
alerting the entire movement to 4 national crusade to organize the unorganized 
in the South, and create a new base of support for the labor movement in the pro- 
cess.” 


What have the Negro people been doing since the Civil War and Reconstruction 
except alerting the entire labor movement to the plight of the Negro people? What 
is the basis for the origin and growth of the Negro caucuses in the ranks of organ- 
ized labor. Do they not stem from the understanding on the part of the Negro work- 
ers that this ie a method of alerting the labor movement to the plight of the Negro 
people? 


What has Randolph been doing for the last twenty-five years if not alerting the 
labor movement to the plight of the Negro people? 


What has been the result? 


The last convention of the AFL-CIO demonstrated conclusively that much more is 
needed than the "negro worker alerting the labor movement. Here we saw the most 
arrogant display of white chauvinism by the head of that labor movement, George 
Meany. The worst we have ever witnessed in the history of the labor movement. 
Reuther, a member of the national board of directors of the NAACP sat silently by 
and said nothing, 


Failing to see the incorrectness of the formulation will only place the burden 
of the lack of struggle against Jim Crow on the back of the Negro workers, where it 
does not belong. This approach is shown more graphically in Section Four where, 

after analyzing the various confusions that exist in the Negro movement, the reso- 
lution states: 


“What is decisive, however, is that no approach, no tactic, is likely to suc- 
ceed unless based on the concept of democratic mase struggle by the Negro people in 
alliance with labor and all other anti-monopoly forces in the nation.” 


Which of course is true. However, the question may logically be asked, "Are 
the Negro people responsible for the lack of euch an alliance? 


The answer is no. All sections of Negro life have been syetemtically pleading 
with the lebor movement to break down the bare of Jim Crow from the house of labor. 
All too often this has been met with resistance. The Negro Liberation movement has 
systematically pleaded with labor to join with the Negro movement in breaking down 
@ll aspects of Jim Crow not only in industry but in other phases of social, economic 
and pelitical life of this country, and the labor movement has not sufficiently 
understood that ite own self interest lies in the direction of a full fledged strug- 
gle against the whole Jim Crow system. 


Nothing on this earth would more firmly fix the alliance between the Negro 
People and labor than such a step. All of this is not to say that the labor move- 
ment has done nothing; it ie precisely because the labor movement has helped the 
Negro people make many gains that the Negro people feel that they should be able 
to rely on labor. They understand that if it had not been for the support of the 
labor movement in years gone by, that the Negro people would not be working on 
many jobs that they are employed on today. 


It is also known that the existence of FEP laws in some twenty states and in 
some thirty cities, townships and counteis would not have com about without the 
support of the labor movement in all of these states. 


It is known, further, that the labor movement has been a vital factor in help- 
ing to secure better housing for Negroes; they have fought for integrated housing; 
they have supported the Supreme Court decisions on de-segregation. Many Unions for 
the first time have Negroes occupying leading positioms in the union. All of these 
and many more facts are known by the whole Negro people as the achievement of the 

labor movement in the fight for Negro rights. It is not for any anti-labor reasone 
or any feeling on the Part of the Negro people that labor has not played a role in 

many of the struggles. What the Negro people are saying today is that as good as 

these achievements are, they are far too inadequate to meet the needs of the present 
situation. 
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The resolution in placing the question as it does, faile to come to gripe with 
the serious defects of the labor movement on the Negro Question. By failing to do 
thin, the treatment of white chauvinism and the need to struggle against it among 
the broad meses in the arena of struggle for Negro rights,as well as in the pro- 
gressive movement itself, remains very weak and ineffective. 


To further highlight the inadequacy of labor in the fight for Negro righte, 
which in the long run is basic and fundamentai to struggle for Negro-white unity-- 
we must remember that the failure to do this in terms of organizing the unorganized 
in the South,on the basis of complete equality for the Negro worker, left the door 
open for the Dixiecrats and Wall Street to blanket the South with "right-to-vork” 
lavs. This point should be made in the resolution. It should be made again and 
@gain among the mases, 


Let us take the question, once again, of the “need to alert the labor move- 
ment" regarding Negro rights. 


The NAACP, which the resolution says enjoys authority "to act as spokesman 
for the entire eighteen million Negro people,” in ite 1958 Annual Report, Progress 
and Portents, says: "In addition to the Brotherhood of Firemen and Enginemen and 
the Brotherhood Railroad Trainment which exclude Negroes by constitutional prov- 
ision, @ number of international unions affiliated to the AFL-CIO continue to ex- 
clude Negroes by tacit consent. Some of them restrict Negro membership to segre- 
gated or ‘auxiliary' locale. Other international unions negotiate separate recial 
seniority lines into collective bargaining agreements which limit Negro employment 
to low job classifications and deny Negro vorkere equal rights." (p. 52) 


"A similar pattern of segregation ie maintained by many other unions including 
the United Brotherhood of Papermakers and Paperworkers Union and the International 
Brotherhood of Pulp, Sulphite and Paper Mill Workers. These two unions hold joint 
collective bargaining agreements and maintain a rigid pattern of segregated local 
unions with separate seniority lines limiting Negro employment to laborer class- 
ifications and denying Negroes equal seniority and other rights. Segregated locale 
with diecriminatory provisions in union contracts are to be found in the plante of 
the International Paper Company in @ number of southern states." (pp. 52-3). 


"Qualified Negro mechanics in the North as well as in the South are frequently 
unable to secure employment in major construction installations, including govern- 
ment building projects, because of the discriminatory practices of certain building 
trades unions affiliated to the AFL-CIO. A clause requiring union membership as a 
condition of employment is to be found virtually in all collective bargaining agree- 
ments in the building and construction trades industry. Accordingly, the right to 
belong to a building trades union is @ necessary condition of employment. Because 
Negro workers today are largely excluded from the International Brotherhood of El- 
ectrical Workers and because of the exclusion practices of other building trades 
unions, competent Negro mechanics are denied job opportunities in mJjor public and 
private construction installations throughout the country. An example of this is 
the operation of Local 26 of the IBEW in Washington, D.C., which has prevented 
Negro mechanics from securing employment on construction projects in the Nation's 
Capital. 


“Similar complaints were filed with the National AFL-CIO against the Plumbers 
Union, Operative Plasterers and Cement Masons Association and other unions in the 
AFL-CIO Building Trades Council. 


"At the Atlantic Steel Company plant in Atlanta, Georgia,hundrede of Negro 
vorkers suffer dishonest job classifications and are denied their right to develop 
skille which would permit employment in more desirable job classifications because 
of the separate seniority lines in the union agreement. This is equally true at 
the Sheffield Steel Company plant in Houston, Texas, and in steel manufacturing 
operations in the Birmingham-Begeemer, Alabama, district. The United Steel Work- 
ere of Amrica, AFL-CIO, has contracts with these companies. 


"On November 26, in the Federal Court of Appeals in Cincinnati, the Brother- 
hood of Locomotive Firemen and Enginemen successfully defended their power to ex- 
clude Negroes from membership, This was in response to an action initiated by 
fourteen Negro firemen who wished to join the duly constituted collective bargain- 
ing agent affiliated to the AFL-CIO. The National AFL-CIO has remained silent 
about thie ruling despite protests from the NAACP National Office." (P. 53). 


56597 O—60—pt. 4 10 


2344 COMMUNIST PARTY—NORTHERN CALIFORNIA DISTRICT 


All of this makes crystal clear that while the Negro workers must continue to 
press relentlessly for equality in the labor movement, at the same time the strong- 
est emphasise must be placed upon the absolute necessity, indeed, the imperative 
necessity, for the white masses, both rank-and-file and leadership, to see that 
they march tn the forefront of the etruggle for equality of the Negro people in 
unions and shope. 


Without such an effort on the part of the white workers, stresses and strains 
will continue to be placed on the Negro-labor alliance. And without such an effort 
on the part of the white workers, the Negro workers for their part will not be able 
successfully to draw into the Negro-labor alliance the various classes which om- 
prise the Negro community. 


There is @ decided underestimation of the possibilities of this broad alliance 
of Negro and white in the minds of many Communists, 


A very important factor in determining the outlook, the attitudes and the 
opinions of the Negro is the fact that all of the indignities and mistreatmente 
which he has suffered have been at the hands of whites. It is only when actions 
in defense of Negro rights are taken that Negroes can be convinced of a white per- 
son's “sincerity.” 


Such an action was the action of the white woman who escorted a Negro student 
up the steps at Central High School in the face of the mob. To the Negro, that 
woman, and only that woman of ell the group of whites surrounding the school at 
that time, was “sincere” in her desire to help the Negro win equal rights. 


There is an arrogance, I would call it a Left-wing arrogance, which assumes 
that white Communists, and white Communists alone among the whites, will take up 
the struggle for Negro rights among the whitee. This is false. There are not a 
few people among liberale and humanitarians, all over thie country, who are ready 
to take up one or another issue in the struggle for Negro righte. 


Such forces as these we should make alliances with, Many of them are in gen- 
eral for civil rights, There are others in many unions who will take up the ques- 
tion of upgrading of Negroes, of fighting for Negroes to be in leadership in unions, 
and there are still others who will fight against discrimination in every bowling 
elley, every restaurant close to the union, but who do not understand the need to 
wage similar struggles in their umions. The forces of the left progressive move- 
ment, in united struggle alongside such people, could help them go beyond this kind 
of understanding by showing them it is in their self-interest to fight for Negro 
equality all along the line. 


In the trade unions, all white members who are Unitarians, Universaliste or 
Quakers, or who have religious beliefs which are based on ethical and moral con- 
cepts of equality, are possible allies in the struggle to achieve full equality 
for Negroes in their unions. 


Up and down the state of California, and in many other states, there is a 
broad, liberal group that fights on a program that is called "Open Occupancy 
Eousing.” Thies group, many of them middle-class, and som real bourgeois elemente, 
with various professionals such as clergymen, doctors, teachere and lawyers in 
their midst, are carrying on any number of conferences and other activities even 
to the point of issuing statements in the press, advertisements and brochures 
which state that they will not object to any race or nationality living in their 
community. Such groups as the Pasadena-Altadena Community Relations Council or the 
Los Angeles Community Relations Counil are broad channele for strengthening the 
unity of Negro and white, Yet for the most part our comrades ignore such develop- 
ments. 


There are many comrades who are militant fighters against chauviniem inside 
the Party but not among the masees. There are few who areeconsistent fighters 
against chauvinism everywhere, There are still others who think that the struggle 
against white chauviniem is outmoded and that chauvinism does not exist--except 
perhaps among the White Citizens Councils or the Ku Klux Klan. 


There are white comrades who have said, “I was born in Europe, raised there, 
we never had any chauvinism, we hardly ever saw a Negro.” And there are others 
who have said, "I'm from the North, Prejudice againet Negroes never existed in 
my family. There weren't even any Negroes in my high school. This business 
ageinst chauviniem doesn't apply to m." 
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There weren't any signe on the white people at Little Rock reading "I am from 
Europe. I have no prejudice." Or: “I'm from New England. No prejudice here." 
At Little Rock the Negro people saw white faces lined up against them. To the 
Negro masees, they were just white faces, the faces of their oppressors. And in 
@ lynch mob, no bank books, no stocks and bonds, differentiate among the white 
clase enemies about to lynch a Negro; they are all just white faces, all the faces 
of the oppressors of the Negro people. 


What we have to point out is that chauvinism, bo ois nationaliem and anti- 
semitiem are not based on the desire or the lack of desire on the part of the 
ndividual to be or not to be a chauvinist, a bourgeois nationalist or an anti- 
Semite, but rather, they are based on bo ois ideo . And these ideological 
trends must be combatted wherever they exist, both in the Party and among the 
masses, 


Strangely enough, some comrades who do not think there ie any chauvinism in 
the United States, do not hesitate to point to reports of chauvinism and anti- 
Semitiem in the Soviet Union. As long as any country exists in the environment 
of capitaliem, or is surrounded by capitalist nations, it is bound to be affected 
by all kinds of bourgeois ideologies. Thies is an unmistakable fact; therefore, 
to fight the bourgeoisie in our own country and on @ world scale, we must fight it 
on @ll ideological questions. 


One thing that we must never forget is that the founding of our own country 
was achieved through the decimation of the Indian tribes. And even today the 
children of our country continue to be frightened by TV stories and motion pict- 
ures of Indians ecalping whites. Another thing that we mustn't forget is that 
this country for a long time rested on the shoulders of Negro slaves. And finally, 
we must understand that the granting of full equality to America's minority groupe 
was never @ part of our country's democratic traditions. 


These facts alone should indicate that in such an environment, our movement 
operates where the filth of chauviniem has been and is rampant. To think that the 
minds of our people would not be affected by this poison is simply erroneous. Con- 
sequently, our Resolution on the Negro Question must be immeasurably strengthened 
on this score if we want to re-educate the Party into an understanding that the 


first test of international solidarity in the United States is the ability of the 
white Marxiete and the working clase in general to stand forthright for equality 


of the Negro people and all people. 


Section Three deals aleo with the land question in the South, as well as with 
the question of migration. However, it seeme to limit this discussion to the ind- 
ustrialization and growth of the cities in the South, accompanied by the advance 
of mechanization in agriculture. These two questions are advanced in such a way 
as to intimate that they are the only reasons why Negroes are leaving the South, 
The Resolution fails to take into account a number of things that bear upon the 
question of migration -- not the least of which has been the inability of the 
Negro people to acquire credit in sufficient amount to fill their needs; in this 
respect, the Negro people are nowhere nearly up to the levels of credit available 
to whites. The Negro farmer is denied adequate land, he is restricted almost com- 
pletely to the poorest land. All of these factors limit the ability of Negro farm- 
ere to compete in commercial farming with white farmere. 


Perlo in his book "The Negro in Southern Agriculture” is full of documentation 
on thie question. For instance, he shows that only 42 Negroes in the whole estate 
of Georgia in 1950 received credit from the Farm Ownership Division of the Farmers 
Hom Administration even though Georgia has the largest Negro population of any 
state. 


There is much documentation in Perlo's book to prove conclusively that the 
Negro people, aside from mechanization and industrialization, are literally being 
driven from the soil and some out of the South entirely. On the other hand, white 
Vorkers, when they leave the farm, can go into the cities of the South and get jobs 
that are not available to Negroes. 


Since the Supreme Court decision against "separate but equal” echools, there 
has been an incréase in the tempo of thie process, in which thousands of Negroes 
have been driven off their jobs and off their farms and driven out of the South 
entirely. 


The Southern office of the American Friends Service Committee, in cooperation 
with the Department of Racial and Cultural Relations of the National Council of 
the Churches of Christ in the United States of America, and the Southern Regional 
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Council of Atlanta, recently published a document entitled, "Intimidation, Repris- 
@l and Violence in the South's Racial Crisis." It lists 530 cases of violence 

Since the 1954 Supreme Court decision against segregated schools. These took Place + 
againet Negro and white, but mostly against Negroes. All of them were derived from 
Press reports, which means that there were doubtless thousands of unreported in- 
stances of violence. 


According to thie publication, the ruling class is not stopping at violence in 
ite campaign to keep the Negro masses under its heele. It is developing more re- 
fined measures such as economic boycott, denial or restriction of credits, etc. A 
Progrem directed against whites who work for Negro-white unity was presented by 
Roy Harrie, of Augusta, Georgia. Harris is President of the Citizens Councils of 
America. He called for (1) Reduction of all political campaign issues in all 
state and local elections to a single question, "Who's the strongest man for segre- 
gation?” (2) A boycott of mrchante who fail to join and actively support segrec- 
ation. (3) “Straighten out" white clergymen who preach "the brotherhood of man.” 
He presented @ series of other steps including a fight against all agencies of mass 
communication which support de-segregation, and "absolute defiance” of all federal 
court rulings favoring racial integration. 


These other factors have a strong bearing on the reasons that Negroes are leav- 
ing the South, and should be noted in the Resolution. 


Then, too, since the industrialization and mechanization processes, plus auto- 
mation, are having such an effect in throwing people out of jobs, can we imagine 
that the process of migration on the part of Negroes will be a continuing and pern- 
anent process? I doubt it. For one thing, it is generally known that Negroes are 
among the unemployed in far greater percentage than their proportion to the total 
Population of the United States would indicate. The Draft Resolution states ,"In 
the ranks of the unemployed, they loom proportionately twice as large as white 
vorkers." (Page 48, Sept. 1959, P.A.) 


What happens as job competition grows stronger in the North? Will this con- 
tinued flow of Negroes from the South be able to find jobs which in many cases 
Would be unavailable to white workers? And as the undoubted fact of automation 
sharpens unemployment, thie situation will worsen for Negroes. It seems to m, 
then, that the Draft Resolution, in dealing with the elimination of Negroes from 
the land, and the migration out of the South, should add to ite list of demande 
or suggestions for solving the land reform question, demands for organizing the 
uno’ ized Ne and white workers of the South; equal access to jobs for Negro 
and ite worke @limination of the differential between and white 
Workers; and abolition of wage differentials between North and South 


Obviously, equalizing the wage situation between North and South, and ae be- 
tween Negro and white workers, and the organization of the four million unorganized 
Negro and white workers of the South on this basis would immediately strengthen the 
clase alliance of the Negro Liberation Movement. It would quickly democreatize the 
South, for it would compel the broad masses to challenge the Dixiecrate in all 
fields. Labor, in order to sustain ite position in euch a struggle, would have to 
elevate to the highest possible level a fight against all aspects of Jim Crow. To 
maintain iteelf, it would be obliged to bring into being a new kind of independent 
political action. It would not only have to fight for progressive legislation; it 
Would at the same time have to fight for Negro representation, for Labor represent - 
ation, and for representation for the farming misses, both Negro and white. 


To do thie, the labor movement in the country ase a whole will be compelled to 
organize not only ite own unions, but to mobilize all of ite allies, which would 
include the Negro Liberation Movement throughout the country, the liberal whites, 
both North and South, the farm movement, including the sharecroppers and the tenant 
farmers, Negro and white, plus all of ite Northern allies. Such a broad movement 
would bring new militency not only to the Negro Liberation Movement, but would add 
militancy to the work of the labor movement as a whole. 


Such @ movement would give emphasis to, and provide impetus for, the formation 
of a broad anti-monopoly coalition. 


These are the kind of objectives that the Draft Resolution should point to. 


Finally, on the question of the right of self-determination, which is dealt 
with in Section Seven of the Draft Resolution under the eub-title, "On the With- 
drawal of the Slogan of Self-Determination": I think that we should drop once and 
for all the allegation that we ever had a slogan of self-determination. The slogan 
that we had was for the right of self-determination, which was sometimes phrased as 
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recognition of the right of self-determination. So to put the question that our 
slogan was for self-determination implies that we were simply for separation. 


While I am a firm believer that the Negro people in the Black Belt constitute 
a nation, I would not because of this take the position that no resolution at all 
should be placed before the Party, Nor would I be satisfied with the re-adoption 
of the 1928, 1930 or 1946 Resolutions on the Negro Question. 


There are a number of questions involved which we must deal with, 


First, while the 1928 and 1930 Resolutions indicate the need for a broad, all- 
class Negro liberation movement, they at the same time cast euch suspicion on the 
national Negro bourgeoisie as to set up strong psychological barriers to putting 
into practice @ program aimed at unfolding the national liberation movement on an 
all-clase basis, 


Second,in all three of these earlier resolutions there is an absence of a de- 
scription of what a broad people's coalition throughout the country and particul- 
arly in the South would do to advance the freedom cause of the Negro people. 


Third, since we operate in a country with a history of slavery and oppression 
and Jim Crow discrimination which reaches back for more than three hundred years, 
it ie necessary for our Party to ana hefore the masses why capitaliem is com- 
patible with national oppression and why socialism is incompatible with national 
oppression. It is not sufficient simply to assert this in a sentence or two. 
Whether this is done in a Resolution form, or in the form of a Manifesto, it 
should be regarded as an urgent necessity. 


Fourth, there are a number of questions that have never been answered conclus- 
ively as to how such a nation as the Negro people in the Black Belt would flourish 
surrounded by imperialism. For example, what outlet would the Negro Nation have 
to the sea? (A comparative study of natione surrounded by other nations, for in- 
stance, Switzerland, might be pertinent here.) 


Fifth, I do not coneider the nationhood statue of the Negro people in the 
Black Belt the only basie on which a national formation might develop. 


All of these points and many more unresolved questions make it evident that 
@ mome detailed examination of the question at thie time is in order. Voting to 
drop the slogan of the right of self-determination at this time was based on 4 
number of these considerations. 


I know of no resolution on the Negro question that discusses the relationship 
between the Negro Liberation Movement in the United States in terms of its rela- 
tions to the liberation movements in Puerto Rico, Cuba, the continents of Africa 
and South America, Central America, and among the American Indians. 


Before we can have a fully-developed Marxist-Leninist policy regarding the 
National Question in the United States, these and many, many other questions will 
have to be answered, 


For my part, I stated at the National Committee meeting in July that I was 
for dropping the slogan of the right of self-determination at this time; with the 
stipulation that once that it is dropped, I wanted to see the question answered, 
"Who shall hold political power in the areas of Negro majorities?" Should it be 
the Negro majority or the white minority? Thies is the question that I still 
press. 


This raises the question of law enforcement: Who shall have the main say in 
making and enforcing the laws, 


We should remember that the Negro people in the Deep South suffer not alone 
because of inadequate laws but because of the way that existing laws are admin- 
istered. The defiance of the United States Supreme Court decision of 1954 against 
“separate but equal” schools is a case in point. Another case in point is that 
for almost a century the 13th, 14th, and 15th Amendments to the United States 
Constitution have not been enforced. 


It ig because we must fight to end such defiance, we must develop both polic- 
jes and programe moving toward enforcement of these Amendments, that our Draft 
Resolution on the Negro Question should speak more clearly on the subject of the 
guaranteed righte of the Negro masses in the South -- namely, that in addition to 
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electing Negroes to different legislative posts, we must develop both policies and 
programs moving toward enforcement o: ee Amendments, that our Draft Resolution 
on the Negro Question should speak more clearly on the subject of the guaranteed 
rights of the Negro moses in the South -- namely, that in addition to electing 
Negroes to different legislative poste, we must demand for Negroes executive and 
judicial poste as vell. 


Our Resolution should specifically speak out on this subject: in the areas 
of Negro majorities we should state who should hold the poste of High Sheriff in 
the 170 counties; who should be the District Attorneys in these counties-- not the 
eppointed Assistant District Attorneys, but full District Attorneys in charge of 
t post; who should be Judges in those counties. In my opinion, these posts 
should be held by Negroes. 


Who should be the Presiding Judge, who should be the Tax Assessor, who should 
the various administrative departments and the various judicial divisions. These 
are typical of the concrete questions that confront us, and which we must answer. 


The slogan of "representative government” or of "genuinely representative 
government" or of “proportional reprecentation” are not specific enough terms for 
us to use in our Resolution.* These are all of them too easily misinterpreted, 

for all of them lend themselves to multi-interpretations. 


It seems to me, therefore, that such a phrase as "self-government" or "mjor- 
ity rule" or "self rule" or some other kind of phrase that would give specific 


meaning to the concept of whe right of the majority to elect whomever they pleased, 


would avoid all kinds of confusion. 


The Negro masses in the South are groping for answers to some of these ques- 
tions. This is one of the reasons that the right to vote is being pushed with euch 
vigor throughout the South. Such slogans as ge are being widely used: "A vote- 
lese people is @ voiceless people." “If we don't register and vote, we can not 

get benefits which are comparable to those received by whites -- or comparable to 
our needs. We want to be full-fledged citizens with a voice in local, state and 
national government. We want to protect our rights as citizens and be respected 
when we go downtown.” (Special Report, Southern Regional Council, Page 4.) 


Consequently, we sould press, North and South, East and West, to gain support 
for the Right to Vote Movement in the South as the key movement on the political 
front. We should tie it in with the Right to Negro Representation Today. And of 
course thie is a prelude to higher political demands, such as the demand for major- 
ity rule, or for self-rule, or for self-government. 


In short, I am willing to see the slogan for the right of self-determination 
dropped in our Draft Resolution if we can find some other more logical formulation 
that will answer the question of guaranteed protection of all of the rights of the 
Negro people. 


Some may say, "Well, the working clase will be participating. 
guarantee." 


That is the 


As Marxists we know that all of the ills of the Negro people arise because 
of the national oppression engendered by imperialism. The Negro people will learn 
this, too; more and more as they see the broad masses ofthe whites championing the 
cause of Negro rights. 


As Marxists we must also see that the broad masses of the Negro people are 
still skeptical of whites, be they workers or ruling class. This cannot be over- 
come simply by @ lecture to the Negro people. It will be overcome when many Negroes 
have experienced white workers fighting in defense of Ne rights; and this to the 
degree that there is joint struggle between the Negro and the white masses on all 
fronte againet reaction, war and social degradation. 


We must bear in mind what Lenin said a long time ago, and which applies very 
much to our situation here in the United States today: "The age-long oppression 
of colonial and weak nationalities by the imperialist powers has imbued the toiling 
masses of the oppressed countries, not only with anger, but aleo with distrust 
toward the oppreesing nations in general, including the proletariat of those na- 
tions." 


*"Tnless epelied out in such a way as to indicate that thie means mayors, judges, 
high sheriffs, senators, estate senators, U.S. Congressmen, and in some cases even 
governors, etc. 
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Knowing all this, it is imcumbent upon our Party to champion the cause of 
Negro Freedom ae never before. It is the special responsibility of our white com- 
rades to be in the very forefront of the struggle against all ideas of white supren- 
@cy end reciem, 411 manifestations of chauvinism, both among the masses and within 
our own ranks, It is the special responsibility of our Negro comrades to wage 4 
relentless war against bourgeois nationaliem. The fight for Negro-white unity can 
be carried out successfully only on the basis of thie two-front war: against chauv- 
iniem, and against bourgeois nationalism. 


We must remember that the 13th, 14th and 15th Amendments directly affect the 
Negro; yet in the administration of these Amendments it is whites and not Negroes 
who have the final political power, They are not in Negro hands to enforce. The 
school desegregation decision is not in Negro hande to enforce. The judges.who 
Pass on matters affecting Negro lives are white. The present Civil Rights Law was 
Passed in 1957. Where is the Negro enforcement of this law? The Negro is nowhere 
in enforcement, because he does not have the political power. 


The national question cannot be reduced to a mere economic question. The 
Problem of national righte is always present. These rights do not come to the 
oppreseed or formerly oppressed people automatically. Not even after the prolet- 
asriat comes to power, There is no such thing as working-class purity -- or 4 
working clase that has grown up in any imperialist country that is not infected 
with all kinds of bourgeois ideologies including white chauviniem. Any country 
where the proletariat come to power will have problems of chauviniem to deal with, 
This is especially true of the United States, where Indians, Chinese, Japanese, 
Mexicans, in addition to Nagroes, have been discriminated against. In Americe, 
after the proletariat comes to power, a protracted struggle will be necessary to 
rid the country of chauvinism. 


Struggles against chauvinism exist even among colonies and oppressed nations 
that have recently become free, These former colonial nations do not develop di- 
rectly from their former status into socialiem, free from the taint of chauvinism. 
They do not even develop directly into socialiem. They first must break the hold 
of the imperialists upon their state, They inherit the old state forms and insti- 
tutions which come down to them from imperialiem; they also inherit many of the 
ideological trappings of imperialiem, including chauvinism. Some of these former 
colonies are finding extremely serious manifestations of chauvinism which are 
roadblocks on the way to higher forms of social organization. 


To rally the meses against imperialiem we need, also, slogans that correctly 
express the nature of today's struggle for Negro rights. 


The heart of our problem in the Draft Resolution, however, is that the desire, 
ability and the RIGHT of Negroes to be administrators of civil righte laws, inter- 
preters of their provisions, and enforcers and judges of violations, must be recog- 
nized, 


### 
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FOR THE INFORMATION OF THE PARTY 
Ae of this writing the AFL Section in San Francisco stands in this unenviable position: 


1. Its Section Organiser has been suspended and subsequently expelled from the Par- 
ty by a District Committee decision. 


2. ALL members of the Section are forbidden to associate with the Organizer in any 
official capacity. 


3. The Section has been "officially" disbanded. 
4. The Section Committee has been placed on charges of "disruption and factionalism." 


We suppose that this is only the beginning. 


The overwhelming majority of the Section have rejected the whole series of illegal ac- 
tions against the Section, and have authorized the Section Committee to forward the 
appeals to the National Committee and to express the individual and collective desires 
of the Section Membership to rectify a serious harm to the Party. 


It is our perpose in this document to call the attention of the Party to this series 
of actions, to dig beneath the technical surface of the various motions to assess 
their meaning, and to detail a small portion of the history of our Section and its dif- 
ficulties with the District, confident that the Party and its National Committee will 
find the way to end this disgraceful state of affairs. 


First, we in the Section are proud of our history. Not that we have done everything 
right or well. Not that we haven't made plenty of mistakes. Not that we have been a 
beehive of activity and stand as a model for the Party. None of these things. But 
we have fought for the Party against the attacks of the revisionists, being among the 
early ones to recognize the character of the revisionist offensive against the Party. 
And in this framework we have also fought infantile leftism. We have held Marxist 
classes and each class has resulted in the recruitment of fine young working class 
comrades. We have built the Party. OUR SECTION IS LARGER THAN IT WAS AT THE TIME OF 
THE SIXTEENTH CONVENTION. We are sure that no Party organization in Northern Califor- 
nia can (to steal a phrase from the cigarette advertisements) make this claim. And, 
probably very few in the Country. This doesn't prove that we are right and others 
are wrong but it should have given the District Leadership pause to examine the harm 
to the Party before it began its unprincipled vendetta against the Section. The his- 
tory of the Party elsewhere in the Bay Area is a history of merger after merger of 
club and section organizations as the membership dwindles as does the influence of the 
Party. At the time of the 16th Convention our Section was perhaps 1/15 of the San 
Francisco membership.-- today it is 4 and perhaps even 1/3 of the San Francisco mem- 
bership. True we have fought for every member and thus have lost almost none, true 
we have recruited several times as many as we have lost in the revisionist offensive, 
but the major reason for the relative strength of the section is the opposite policy 
of revisionist misleadership that has led to the destruction of many Party organiza- 
tions and the loss of more than 70% of the Party membership in San Francisco. 


We have maintained and enlarged our activity in the trade union organizations and ful- 
filled our Party assignments. We do not detail these here because we enclose the 
Section Organizer's report to the membership meeting along with the previous Section 
Organizer's report to an earlier Section membership meeting that includes some of 
these activities. Ommitted even from these are certain instances of the section's 
work in the trade union movement where the actions proposed here in the Section have, 
through the initiative of Comrades in the Section, become the property of the whole 
trade union movement. 


The attempted destruction of the Section set in the Framework of a National draft re- 
solution that is firm in its opposition to revisionism sets before the Party the fol- 
lowing questions: 


1. Can the Northern California leadership, active members of a national right wing 
faction in the Party throughout most of the last three years, expell from the Party 
those who have criticized their actions? 


2. Can the authors of the infamous California motions and the spearhead of a re- 
visionist campaign against the Party simply by muzzling their previously expressed 
revisionism succeed in removing from the San Francisco Party the bulk of its trade 
union cadre? 


3. Can those who didn't have a friendly word to say for democratic centralism at the 
time of the last convention now prevent the representation at this present convention 
of our Section (as well as other Party organizations) who have fought the right wing 
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liquidators of our Party -- all in the name of a vulgar version of democratic centra- 
lism that has no point of similarity with Lenin's historic principle? 


We think that the answer to all these questions will be a thundering NM), and that the 
Party and its National Committee will sct matters right. We do not ask to be declared 
the winner, to be justified in any way -- we ask only that the National Committee come 
to San Francisco and straighten the situation out to the benefit of the Party. To 


this end we submit this report and accompanying documents, asking only that they be 
given serious consideration. 


Of course we cannot, in the space of a short document relate the whole complex situa- 
tion and every development that led to it, and, we hope to be able, in person, to 
the representatives of the National Committee, explain much that we cannot write, and 
answer any questions as to our role and History. Here we will only discuss the bare 
bones of the "phoney" trials conducted by the District Leadership, some of the subse- 
quent events, and attempt to place them in relation to the struggle for a Marxist Le- 
ninist Party, attempting to counter the mountain of misinformation sent to the National 
Committee by the District Leadership. 


ON THE TRIALS 


First off, let us state that the numerous documents, progress reports, and decisions 
put out by the District Committee on the trial of our Section Organizer and the Chair- 
man of an Oakland Club are full of falsehoods and fabrications only lightly seasoned 
with a smattering of facts. We do not intend to refute at this instance each devia- 
tion from reality. We relate here the actual facts so that our National Committee 

can compare the versions. We are supremely confident that any investigation will es- 
tablish the accuracy of the following: 


Between the nomination and the election of our Section organizer, the District Organi- 
zer went around to practically every club in the Bay Area giving a formal report on 
behalf of the District Board (perhaps it was the District Committee) branding the 
Comrade as a member of an ultra-left factional grouping, making no attempt to bring 
the matter up before the Section or Club he was a member of. This campaign by the 
District leadership is an authenticated excample of factionalism by a leadership of 
bypassing the proper Party organizations, of setting up a "psychological war of nerves" 
among Party members who would have no opportunity to hear an answer. Because of this 
campaign, the Section committee called a membership meeting to hear the report of the 
then elected, and without opposition, Section organizer, in order to hear his report 
and to establish in open section debate the unity of the Section. At this meeting 

the District Organizer came and demanded that the Agenda be changed so that he and not 
our Section Organizer would make the report. The Comrades angered both by the cam- 
paign being conducted outside the Section and by the arrogant presumption of the Or- 
ganizer at the meeting refused by an overwhelming vote to so do. However, he was of- 
fered 20 minutes and I guess no one would have balked at a half an hour at any time 

he wanted, either before or after the Section Organizer spoke. He refused--it was 
either he made the report or nothing. After the report by the Section Organizer he 
did, however, take part in the debate before the action was taken. (The report by 

the Section Organizer and the mtions passed are appended to this report). A motion 
was also passed that we hold a special Section membership meeting to hear the District 
Organizer. This meeting was subsequently held, and the report of the District Organi- 
zer there rejected. One word on its substance and you can see why the comrades could 
have no choice but to reject it. The so-called evidence consisted of two letters 

only one of which was by the Comrade in question, and honestly both letters actually 
condemned the actions of those who left the Party and formed a separate organization 
outside the Party. In each letter there is condemnation of factionalist procedures. 
And these are presented as evidence of factionalism! The rationalization, of all 
things, being that these letters were proof of the existence of a national faction 

that busted up over a question of tactics. If one could accept this kind of proof 

it would, of course, be a relatively easy matter to prove that night is day, war is 
peace, or to be mre timely, that Welfare-Statism is llarxism-Leninism. Is it any 
wonder that his report was rejected? 


Then came the formal charges and the setting up of a trial committee by the District 
Committee. The Section and the club of the Comrade both protested that the trial pro- 
cedure was unconstitutional in that article 7 section 3 of the Constitution was being 
violated where it is expressly stated: "Clubs shall act upon ¢ ne holding member- 
ship in that club" (our emphasis). Later on in section 5 a little unclarity is in- 
troduced in that dedisions are to be made by two-thirds vote of "the club or leading 
committee having jurisdiction." We could not see how the unclarity here could be al- 
lowed to contradict the express and explicit directions in section 3 pertaining to the 
the conduct of the trial and the selection of the trial committee. Certainly, we 
felt, that it could not cover a trial by a district committee of one who was not a 
member of that committee, and that the ambiguity in the later section might apply only 
in the case of a higher committee trying a member of that committee. In any case, 
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irregardless of technicalities or constitutional provisions, what is the purpose of a 
trial? To clearly establish the guilt or innocence of the Comrade, and what purpose 
could there be in clouding the issues by the selection of a body that seemed to be a 
Partial body? Remember that the charges are brought by the District Organizer person- 
ally and he certainly had a hand in the seloction of the trial committee by the Dis- 
trict Committee. This partiality and the atmosphere of rigging was further accen- 
tuated by the selection of two of the comrades on the trial committee. One from Oak- 
land was a specific antagonist over a long period of the Oakland Comrade and he was 
made the Chairman of the trial committee. And the other was a member of our section 
who had specifically introduced motions in our section calling for the unseating of 
the Section Organizer. In a trial the Comrades of the accused have to be convinced of 
his error. A trial is not an organizational device to bring forth a point of view. 
And an obviously biased trial only serves to disrupt and destroy the unity of the Par- 
ty and confidence in its correctness. 


In spite of our convictions we attempted to comply. As a matter of fact we welcomed 
the trial as an opportunity to end the campaign of vilification and slander against 
the Section. That is, we did not think that the action of the District was well con- 
sidered and we opposed it as harmful tc the developing unity of the Party which we 
considered to be in the process of achievement. But better a trial and a possible 
resolution to at least some of the difficulties than the continuation of this faction- 
al attack. The Section Committee met and appointed a committee to defend its organi- 
zer before the trial committee. It established the following basis for the defense: 


1. That there was nothing to the charges. 


2. That the charges were in reality an attack against the section and that this 
was the purpose of the charges. And 


3. That the District Organizer did not bring the charges in good faith. 


We felt that we had evidence to prove all of the above and came to the trial commit- 
tee prepared to do so. We also notified the Section membership of the trial and in- 
vited them to appear either as witnesses or observers. Almost thirty comrades (the 
subsequent district document called this a small group of disruptors) and were as- 
tounded to hear: 


1. That no verbatim record of the trial could be kept--(we had come prepared with 
a stenographer and tape recorder) 


2. That the trial would be held behind closed doors--NO ONE OF THE SECTION MEM- 
BERSHIP WOULD BE ALLOWED TO OBSERVE IT. 


3. That nothing “ideological” could be brought up in defense--only an answer to 
the specific charges. 


Naturally, the comrades were indignant--the fight against secret trials had presumab- 
ly been won in the triumph of capitalism against feudalism--it was a little late in 
the day to set the clock back and so far into the past at that. And that bit about no 
ideological defense--the whole trial was to be reduced to "Did you or did you not beat 
your wife." In the resulting discussion the trial committee made a"concession" -- to 
permit a stencgrapher. (Incidentally the next session of the trial committee withdrew 
this concession). That about sums up the first attempt to hold the trial. 


A week or so later the Section Organizer was notified that his trial would be held on 
a certain date. He said that he could not possibly make it--that he had a long stand- 
ing committment that could not be changed and suggested a date two weeks away. He 

was told that his trial would be held on that day whether he was there or not. On 
that day the Section defense committee attempted to defend him in his absence but were 
refused admittance to a trial of the comrade to be held in absentia. Thus we sce 

that the subsequent statement of the District Committee that the Section Organizer 
refused to stand trial is not true. He never had an opportunity to stand even this 
caricature of a trial. However our Section Organizer makes no secret of the fact that 
he wouldn't do otherwise than did the Oakland Comrade who did attend the second trial 
who participated in part of it, and refused to continue when not allowed to present a 
defense, when the "rules'' were made even more stringent including the limitation of 
defense witnesses to three. No, our section organizer would have done likewise but 
he didn't even get the opportunity to make the protest to the Committee. He also 
would not have found it possible to participate in such a farcical trial that makes a 
mockery of every party principle. He wouldn't have found it possible to participate, 
but as a point of actual fact--he did not even get the opportunity. 


This second trial was also very indicative of the calculated ends of the proceedings 
but we shall not discuss them here. The Oakland Club Chairman on charges has already 
made this information available to the National Committee. 
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A COMMENT ON THE TRIAL AND A COMPARISON TO ANOTHER TRIAL 


The procedures in the tria) are of course not the central question. We, of course, 
will go behind the arbitrary and undemocratic procedures to show why they wer: employed, 
but they are worthy of a little examination as things in themselves. When these rules 
were announced the section membership comments included the following."Even the Bour- 
geois courts conduct open trials." "Dimitroff even got a fairer shake in a Facist 
court." "The Smith Act victims were certainly hampered in their defense bu: not this 
hampered," "The closest parrallels are to the Immigration Board hearings end the lo- 
yalty Boards,""'Shades of the Heikkaela Case." etc. The district leadership, professed 
to consider these comments shocking--comparison with bourgeois "justice" is an insult 
to the Party and its leadership. Two things must be noted. It is the facts that make 
the comparison, not us, and we do not recognize these blatant and unprircipled actions 
to be acts of the Party. Not yet, we don't. 


It is instructive to take notice of another trial in another place. In the book,"Com- 
rade Vanka" by the Soviet writer, Pavel Nilin, recently published by Prometheus Paper- 
backs, between the pages 122 and 138 is the fictional account of a trial presumably 
drawn from life that occured in the Soviet Union a long time ago. A certain Komsomol 
Yegorev has been accused of taking part in a christening at a church. ‘The District 
Committee had already expelled this Comrade and decided to make an example of him be- 
fore the membership, the book giving the impression that at least a pair of the lea- 
dership dream this up to prove their own zeal and their leadership qualitics. After 
all, the Komsomols are the militant enemies of religion and going to a christening is 
just as bad as any other kind of renegacy. They were fighting the white guard armies 
and they could have no patience with backsliders and weaklings. ‘they *ry to prepare 
the meeting by getting Comrades tc speak out forcefully and when cozrades hesitate 
because thdy don't know the facts they try to tell them that the person or the facts 
aren't important--the important thing was to make a demonstration before the Party. 
Somehow the Comrades didn't buy this and actually (this book should be banned in North- 
ern California)had the gall to oppose the District decision. It turns out that Yego- 
rov lived with his uncle who had sheltered him and helped him get a job. This uncle 
became a parent and the wife was religious and insisted on a christening. The uncle 
invited the lad who accompanied them as far as the church but didn't go in. ‘Later he 
drank two glasses of brandy at the social affair following the christening. The mem- 
bership expressed their rejection and guess what happened. This may prove unbelieva- 
ble in Northern California but I accept Comrade Nilin's word for it--THE DISTRICT COM- 
‘MITTEE CHANGED ITS DECISION. 


Yes, this is more in line with honest democratic centralism,and the local District 
Committee should have acted this way. ‘hen an action was being taken against a com- 
rade in the section and the section membership opposed that action in overwhelming 
majority, the District Committee here SHOULD ALSO HAVE REVISED ITS DECISION. 


It would be interesting to quote a great deal from those few pages in the book--we 
content ourselves with a few Jines quoting one of the speeches: 


"Of course, I'm no orator, but I think it's still early to talk about Yegorov as a 
"former Komsomol.* It’s still necessary to get to the bottom of this affair........ 
Yes, I need proof ami I think we all need it. Not only 1. I insist on this very 
strongly. And I'm convinced that you fellows will support me, because I think a Kom- 
somol should not only punish but also defend a Komsomol when he runs up against this 
kind of nonsense. That's what I think." 


Yes, we in the AFL Section are no orators and no polemeicists either but we will de- 
fend a comrade who "runs up against this type of nonsense." And we too think that it's 
a bit early to speak of our Section Organizer as a "former Party Comrade." 


SOME CONCURRENT AND SUBSEQUENT ACTIONS 


Of course the trial was not the only means undertaken by the District to mount a fac- 
tional offensive against the section. First, it wilfully hampered the process of 
transfers into the section and refused to recognize any of the recruits of the section 
as being members claiming that the District Committee had the final say on admittance 
to the Party. They raised no questions about any of the recruits but maintained that 
nothing was cfficial until they gave their blessing which they refused to do. They 
then proceded to develop an organizational proposal that in substance was to abolish 
the county committees, that all policy district and local was to be made by the Dis- 
trict Committee and that furthermore all responsibility for the carrying out of the 
policy was in the hands of the District Board with individual responsibility of the 
members of the board for the different areas of Party work. This because on the one .- 
hand the party had shrunk to a "stabilized core'’ "which had accumulated years of ex- 
perience in the class struggle" and, on the other hand because "the loss of experien- 
ced personnel limits the number of experienced people who can be called on for leading 
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-" In that last we presume is meant the 26 in the organized factional withdrawal 
from the Party. Since this was a proposal that contradicted the decisions of the 
previous County and District Conventions, the District very properly, we thought, 
echeduled a representative conference to make the final decisions following discus- 
sions in the clubs. But proper methods evidently were too dangerous and the Comrades 
would actually have been able to get together in a policy making way, and the possibi- 
lity existed that some some Comrades would have the opportunity to be convinced of the 
bankruptcy of these proposals. So, no conference was called and the District Commit- 
tee made this the Organizational procedure by decree after amending it to allow the 
County Committees to maintain their existence. Of course these proposals gave the 
District Board the unrestricted authority to transfer in and out of any Party Organi 
zation as it wished. 


It was obvious that both through the developing trials and the other actions the days 
of the Section were numbered. At the point when the County Chairman and a member of 
the District Board came to the Section Committee ordering it to go along with the 
Phoney trial procedures, we passed a motion calling for a meeting between the Section 
Committee and the District Board to resolve the differences. Two meetings were held 
to no avail. The District insisted both on going ahead with the trials and also said 
that the Section"would have to go" and the clubs revanped according to District direc- 
tives that would be prepared. The instrument they proposed for this was to create a 
subcommittee of the District in charge of trade union work who would do this revamp- 
ing. We stated that we would not make the existence of the Section the bar to solu- 
tion and that we would relinquish it for something better and their proposal was not 
that. To this end we proposed the liquidation of the Section and the establishment 
of one trade union section in San Francisco including Waterfront and Warehouse clubs 
in which case the present section organizer would undoubtedly not be the new organi- 
zer. There would be a different section committee and a fresh start could be made 
towards resolving the difficulties, and besides, this would be a real opportunity to 
improve our trade union work in ail its aspects. They wouldn't hear of this proposal. 
Pinally we made the following general proposal: 


Basic to the dispute that has come to a head between the AFL Section and the District 
leadership has been the continuing sharp ideological crisis in the American Communist 
Party. Since there are increasing indications that progress is being made in the re- 
solution of this crisis, that a process is taking place that will place the Party 
firmly on the Marxist-Leninist path, it whould be possible to resolve the crisis in 
Northern California. 


Therefore, the AFL Section and the District Leadership find the following to be the 
fundamental basis for unity and progress in the Communist Party of Northern Califor- 


nia. 


We resolve to struggle against dogmatism and sectarianism on the basis of reaffirming 
the fundamente] Marxist-Leninist principles and organizational methods in the strug- 
gle against Modern Revisionism, which is the present primary ideological struggle. 


"Modern revisionism seeks to smear the great teachings of Marxism-Leninisn, 
declares that it is "outmoded" and alleges that it has lost its significance for so- 
cial progress. The revisionist try to erercise the revolutionary spirit of Marxism, 
to undermine faith in socialism among the working class and the working people in 
general. They deny the historical necessity for a proletarian revolution and the dic- 
tatorship of the proletariat during the period of transition from capitalism to so- 
Cialism, deny the leading role of the Marxist-Leninist party, reject the principles 
of proletarian internationalism and call for rejection of the Leninist principles of 
party organization and, above all, of democratic centralism, for transforming the 
Commmist Party from a militant revolutionary organization into some kind of debating 
society. 


The experience of the international Communist movement shows that resolute de- 
fense by the Communist and Workers parties of the Marxist-Leninist unity of their 
ranks and the banning of factions and groups sapping unity guarantee the successful 
solution of the tasks of the socialist revolution, the establishment of socialism and 
communism...." 


On the above basis we agree to systematically further a comradely and co-operative 
attitude and relations, confident, that we will be able to solve all present and fu- 
ture problems. 


You should have heard the screams--this is a rough quote echoed one way or the other 
by all three members of the District Subcommittee "This only proves the factional 
character of the AFL Section Leadership--what they propose is not the program of the 
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County, not the program of the District, not the program of the National Committee, 
and not the program of the International Communist movement but was (and here the 
screams became desperate and falsetto) the program of the ultra left factionalists. 


The truth is, comrades, not one original word went into the definitive portion of the 
statement--it was copied word for word and comma for comma from the Moscow Declaration 
of the Twelve Communist and Workers Parties of November 1957 (according to the text 
as published by New Century Publishers, end of page 11 and top of page 12). We will 


not listen or accept as authoritative any who claim that this is in opposition to the 
American Party. 


The actions then came thick and fast. The Section organizer was suspended, the Sec- 
tion Committee condemned the action and stated that they would not abide by it but 
would not make the final decision leaving that to a Section Membership Meeting for 
definitive action which meeting was scheduled. The District and County mobilized and 
called on almost every member of the Section telling them to boycott the meeting be- 
cause a suspended member was to be there. They kept a very few away but it also re- 
sulted in the largest Section meeting of our history, where the action of the Execu- 
tive was confirmed and the decision made to publish for the information of the Party 
and the action of the National Committee the history of the struggle calling on the 
National to come in and straighten out the mess. We also made one mre attempt to 
resolve the situation and elected a committee to meet with the District in this en- 
deavor. In order to remove any possibility that it was the subjective behavior of 
the Section Committee that prevented agreement we elected three rank and filers for 
this purpose. The comrades elected were specifically those who had most questioned 
whether the Section Committee had always acted in the best possible way. This meet- 
ing was held to no avail -- it only succeeded in disgusting the Comrades from the 
Section that attended. Imagine coming and being told among other things of similar 
quality that the reason the trials weren't held in the club of the member was that it 
would be impossible to get "a conviction" there, and further that the District Organi 
zer acknowledged that he didn't have sufficient evidence to justify the charges but 
that he placed them in order to be able to investigate the situation. The comrades 
had some difficulty controlling their anger at this point but managed to make the 
following proposal to the District. ‘To return everything to the point where no 
charges have been filed, that +he District Committee should then reexamine the situa- 
tion in the light of all that has occurred to determine whether charges should be 
placed, and, if they should find that it was correct to place the charges, then to 
place them in the comrades club and to abide by whatever decision the comrades there 
came to." A reasonable proposal, consistent with Party principles and the Constitu- 
tion but it didn't get off the ground. 


Then came various and assorted actions of the County and District Committee, suspend- 
ing the Section Committee, abolishing the Section, and placing the Section Committee 
on charges of disruption and factionalism. The District will claim that they never 
abolished the Section but only suspended the Section Committee. The facts are that 
the Section was abolished by decision of the County Committee and the Section Commit- 
tee placed on charges. It is true that the District document,(the county decision 
never was mimeographed) made no mention of it and perhaps it was not proper- 

ly reported to the District or the drafters of the District document may have felt 
the action to be premature. IN ANY CASE THERE IS NO BASIC DIFFERENCE--ONLY A SEMAN- 
TIC AND FORMAL DIFFERENCE. For the abolition of the Section Committee and the decis- 
ion to recognize only the clubs as having a present existence amounted to exactly the 
same thing in content. As a matter of fact, the District document said only that 
"Discussions will be held with the club members on the question of reorganizing the 
Section Committee" and every statement made by the District organizer in meetings 
with either the Section Committee or the rank and file delegation stated that the 
Section would no longer exist but the disposition of the clubs and even of the mem- 
bership would be determined by a committee of the district to be placed in charge of 


trade union work. Clearly, there was and is no intention of ever reconstituting the 
Section. 


WHO IS THE SECTION ORGANIZER? 


Over the strongly voiced objections of the Section Organizer who maintained that his 
record was of no significance, that all that counted were his views and his present 
actions, the Section Committee insists on the inclusion of this section in order that 
the Party can know exactly what kind of a Comrade has been so summarily mishandled. 


Our Section organizer is, among other things, a veteran of the Abraham Lincoln Bri- 
gade, was an active worker and organizer (Patrolman) of the National Maritime Union, 
and, when in Louisville in what became a national issue of Jim Crow known as the 
Braden Case, when it was necessary for someone to move in with 4 Negro aan to 

rotect them from the racist mob, it was this Comrade who stood this guard. Even 
the District Organizer was willing to stipulate before any trial that the Comrades’ 
record was without blemish. 
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Of course, good history or no, he could be wrong and his actions become harmful, but 
it is important to realize his history of devotion to principle. 


THE TRUTH BEHIND THE SMOKESCREEN - WHAT ARE THE hEAL ISSUES? 


Why the attack -- why the organizational measures? At this point it represents an 
attempt on the part of the District Leadership to maintain one face towards the Na- 
tional Center and another here in Northern California. This goes far beyond the petty 
instances of the documents related to the trials of the comrades where the District 
leadership put down on paper many things they knew were untrue ani that the members 
of the Section knew of their own knowlwige to be untrue, but supposedly the leader- 
ship didn't care -- just so long as they would look good to the National Committee. 
This goes not only to petty falsifications but also extends to important matters of 
Party principle. Let us recall a small portion of the history of the leadership. 


The Northern California leadership begins this present era by giving firm voting sup- 
port to the Gates forces in the Nations] struggles. Most of this was framed in terns 
of not quite 100%; verbal . oe and usually in terms of a so-called "unity." But 
voting support was always 100%. 


California leadership become the soldiers of the first rank and the California mo- 
tions became the tactical arena of the revisionists. With their defeat and tne adop- 
tion of the "February motions" the proposal of Comrade Dennis, Fine and Stein, the 
California 26, and many others leave the Party in a factional withdrawal from the 
right. THIS IS THE TIME OF DECISION FOR THE LOCAL LEADERSHIP -- WILL THEY STAY WITH 
THE PARTY OR LEAVE. At first they stall--they make speeches saying that they will 
continue to work according to their own California motions. It js this period that 
brings the Section and the leadership to their then sharpest point of conflict. We 
felt that it was necessary to fight for one Party and against this factional situatior 
in the leadership. Here the Document of the Soction by the previous Section organizer 
was adopted after a sharp debate, and where the ideolgical unity of the Section was 
forged in sharp conflict with the revisionism of the leadership. We now began to sce 
instance after instance of the hiding from the Party here of the real opinions of the 
District Leadership in its relations to the National Committee. Let us just take one 
example. It was about this time the National right wing defectees of the Party met 
in their Chicago conference and could come to mo agreement and could form no organi- 
zation, mainly because Gates wasn't interested in even the word "socialism" and Fine 
and Stein were for an "American" socialism. With this decay of the split, California 
(the leadership - not the membership) had no place to go and changed direction. At 
about this time a District organizational conference had been s.heduled. Only a day 
or two before the Conference was to be held one of the California 26 who had already 
left the Party and was probably their leading "theoretician” flew up from Los Angeles 
and met with the District Organizer and some other leadership comrades and told then 
that at the meeting just concluded of Southern California where its Organizer brourit 
in a report and a recommendation to reject the current line of the National Committees. 
This report was overwhelmingly defeated in the Southern California District Committee. 
This factional attack on the National Committee had been repulsed by the membership 
of the District Committee. As a result the locally scheduled conference was hurried- 
ly postponed for a week. This postponement on the shortest notice ever was explained 
in either of two ways by the District Organizor depending on the person to whom he 
talked - cither it was postponed because the Trotzkyites knew where the meeting was 
to be held and were planning a leaflet or that the pressure of events had been too 
great so that he had not had the time to prepare his report. This was not far from 
the truth inasmuch as he certainly hadn't the time since he had to junk his prepared 
report and start fresh. At the conference itself we were treated to the following 
incident. A comrade from the floor proposed 2 simple motion calling for the endorse- 
ment of the February decisions of the National Committee. When the District leader- 
ship through a conference committee proposed the substitute that endorsed the "posi- 
tive" actions of the National Committee, the 16th National Convention, and the kit- 
chen sink. A catch all milk and water resolution that would not have been too diffi- 
cult to support at least in part but not as a substitute for the endorsement of the 
specific line of the National Committee. And then in the preparation of the minutes 
the District Organizer has the organized gall to state with no mention how this re- 
solution came into being that "a small group of eight comrades voted against the Dis- 
trict substitute, implying that these comrades were against the actions of the Na- 
tional Committee. WHO REALLY SUPPORTED AND WHO RPALLY OPPOSED THE NATIONAL COMMITTEES 
DECISIONS? And the story of that Conference is not finished yet. Months later we 
learn that previous to this event the District Committee had already passed a motion 
and forwarded it to the National Committee endorsing the February decisions--the very 
same motion in content that it refused to allow to be presented before the conference 
and substituted their omnibus resolution for. CLEARLY A CASE OF ONE EXPRESSION TO 
THE NATIONAL AND ANOTHER TO THE MEMBERSHIP. This is not an isolated example and others 
can be cited. 
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his statement to the voters published by the City "I will bring to the Board a socia- 
malaga. seme » etc.” As a matter of fact, when a major newspaper here identified 
pre an art in a tiny almost hidden story, the District Organizer issued a 
amyl criticized the paper for so doing, and, while it stated that the Candi- 
—— a and history were well known but that he wasn't running as a Party en- 
have been to run an aavtioning sceialien. BUT, Or COURSE 
- mentio soc sm. BUT, OF COURSE 
TT WOULD HAVE BEEN EVEN BETTER TO RUN AS A COMMUNIST AND REALLY TEACH SOCIALISM BASED 
ISSUES OF THE CAMPAIGN. If the "tactics" in this case were correct--then the 


Socialist Unity electoral strat of the last elect were correct 
wrong - and these were wtong. 
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us and un- 
principled that a number of good Comrades have been so disgusted that, seeing no in- 
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The National Committee owes a duty to these Comrades also. 


The campaign against the Section has so far achieved one of its major objectives--at 


least # of the San Francisco Party will 
Conventions. y not be represented at the County and District 


The AFL Section stands dissolved by the vote of the membership and each Comrade has 
been left to his own choice as to his future relations with the District. 


By majority vote, it maintained the Section Committee for the sole purpose of carry- 


ing forward the appeal of the expulsion of our Section Organizer and the dissolution 
of the Section. 


Voted overwhelmingly to individua and t e 
pete lly collective support the appeal to the Na 


rag where we stand -- we require the help of the center and we think that is our 
r . 


APPEAL TO THE PARTY AND ITS NATIONAL COMMITTEE 


The history of the Section and the attack against it is in your hands. We ask that 
you take steps to rectify a very harmful situation. We ask this in the name of all 
the Comrades whose Party Life is threatened. We ask it in the interest of the Party. 


We know of no better way to sum up this appeal than by concluding with the statement 
of our late Comrade Bob to the original meeting of the trial committee sitting in 
judgement of our Section Organizer. This statement was never used due to the fact 
that the Comrades coming to testify and observe were not allowed to participate and 
as a result the trial was not held. Comrade Bob was an active leading Comrade, much 
loved and respected throughout the Party, a delegate to the 16th National Convention, 
a very honest and influential trade unionist, and certainly one of the strongest 
leading forces in our Section. His death makes us and the whole Party more than a 
little poorer. 


STATEMENT TO THE TRIAL COMMITTEE 


Because of my position of leadership in the AFL section and SF County; and because 
of my activities as delegate to County, State and National Conventions of our Par- 
ty; and because of the many resolutions and statements that I have been involved 
in and responsible for; and because of my well known position on such key questions 
as the maintenance of the Party, forms of organization, consistent opposition to the 
dissolutionist tactics of the Yates-Todd faction, both before and after their open 
desertion; and because I feel that the trial here is directly related to all these 
questions; I therefore feel that I owe some testimony to the trial committee. I 
feel that what is on trial here is primarily the activities of such clubs as the 
Metal Trades and such sections as the AFL over the past three years. I regret that 
illness prevents me from atteriing. 
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I ask the committee to think back to the discussion days before and during our 16th 
.National Convention. Remember the cry for democracy and an end to purges. And then 
note that the overwhelming majority of desertions and attacks on our Party as an or- 
ganization and (even against the whole idea of an end to capitalism) has come from 
those people who were the loudest in their defense of the right to "dissent," and the 
right to different policies and actions in various districts and even clubs. Remem- 
ber that the California delegation to the 16th National Convention called itself the 
Unity Delegation" and its leaders Schniedernan, Yates and llealey openly called for 
a special campaign to guarantee that the Gates, Steins and fines were not left off 
the national leadership. They pleaded for a "broad representation" of all right and 
left ideas as represented by various leaders. The danger was, they said, that the 
Foster, Davis forces would completely dominate the Nat'l Committee...and so it came 
about as they proposed. 


I want to remind you that long before the 16th Conv. Oleta Yates presented the pro- 
posal for a Political Action Association to the SF County Committee of which she was 
Chairman for serious discussion. Those were the days when the Metal Trade Club and 
the AFL Section started to formulate their resolutions on democratic centralism, on 
Forms of Party organization, on Labor policy, on the Party line and the Negro Ques- 
tion. 


Recently I chaired a meeting called to discuss the defendant here as a newly elected 
S.0. At tnis meeting Schniederman said "We have been letting you guys get away with 
this for two years...and we're going to put a stop to it!" He wasn't talking about 
putting a stop to the activities of the Yates-Todd factional group, which are well 
known to all of us. He was not talking about a self-critical appraisal of his role 
and other district leaders’ roles in joint activities with these factionalists, such 
as the infamous ultimatum to the Party, the Northern Calif. Resolution. He doesn't 
raise the possibility that there might be some small factional relationships still 
existing that should be looked into. No! Here we have an attack directed against 
the main forces in all of Northern California to oppose these disolutionists. 


I write this letter not because I think that others should be tried instead. I think 
that the worst thing that could happen to our Party today is to involve ourselves in 
a series of fine-line charges and counter-charges as to who wrote to whom and talked 
to whom. If we had a clear line to defend, I would say let's defend it and challenge 
all the opposition. The problem is that these trials are being instituted as a sub- 
stitute for honest searching for correct line and action. They are diversions and 
nothing more. 


Even though the EAFL Section still manages to carry its share on all political and 
action fronts, it is nevertheless a fact that they have been already partially di- 
verted and demobilized by the trial and all the related actions. This is the sole 
object of these trials....I urge you to seek out who it is that calls for such 
trials....who organizes them....and then find out what has been their role in'all the 
events described above. 


Don't be party to putting still greater stumbling blocks in our already difficult 
road. I therefore urge that you send this comrade back to his club and section so 
that we can all together concentrate our efforts on helping to solve the problems 
of the class struggle that are shaping up in our country and the world — 


Submitted by AFL Section Committee 


Appended to this appeal are the report of the Section 
Organizer, now expelled, and the report of the previous 
Section Organizer, both made at Section membership meet- 
ings. Also appended is the leaflet issued by the Sec- 
tion on the Steel Strike. 
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THE AFL SECTION: IT*S WORK, AND AN ANSWER TO AN ATTACK 
po SEC TION ORGANIZERS REPORT 


tus is the first opportunity I have had of speaking to the section membership follow- 


ing my election as section chaitman. Since this clection has become a matter of some 
usta controversy in the section, and, since a campaign against the election has been 
and is being conducted outside the section, the section committeo has called this 
meeting in order to = the matter before the membership. And in order to express 

- 4m @n organized way the position of this section. We will in a sense be repeating the 
ideolagical battles that have been gone through up to this time but that is forced on 


accomplish. Comrades, the following are my views and I sincerely hope that they re- 
cieve your understanding and support. 


to be chairman of this section, especially. For I am con- 
record of accomplishment and that it's history has lessons 
shows the way out of the present Pargy crisis. In the 
the last national convention, a simple listing of some of 
would show that we have continued to exist, function, and 
to make the turn toward growth. On tho one hana, we distributea 
Nock supploments, Primary election supplements, Party election 
, at as any other comparable body in the district, more 
denattheo-Ganeter situation supplements that tho entire rest of the Party 
Francisco, havo issued a leaflet and plastered the town with posters protesting 
intervention in Lebanon, took active and leading roles in the fight against propo- 
18, in the Holland Roberts campaign, and the idoological defeat of the Trotsy- 
and the phoney "socialist unity" concept -- the only place in the country where 
roversy among tho left was resolved in the interests of the people. And we 
responsible for the initiation of a campaign to bring a Labor and Education 
— schools of San Francisco. In addition our comrades have actively 
in the affairs of their local unions, havo given roal leadership in eco- 
litical struggles, and, where the influonce of our Party has shown a quan- 
qualitative incroase in all the areas of trade union concentration, and 
where wo now have made a beginning in developing our contacts and strength in 
rtant new area of the industrial working class. We have conducted classes and 
erences ami participated with full delogation in all district and west coast Party 
conferences. We have maintaindd the membership of our section and the recent period 
has shown a real growth in our Party in this section. Comrades, is this just a coin- 
cidence, a lucky chance? 


REE ES 


No, we have maintained our functions, our membership, increased our influence because 
we have actively resisted the process of demralization and decay that has run through 
our Party like a petty bourgoois disease. Because we have combated the nihilism and 
the rejection of Marxist science, with the affirmation of the principles of internat- 
ional working class solidarity, and a dependence on liarxist science and Marxist organ- 
isational principles. This wo do imperfectly but we try. I will not detail my ideo- 
logical principles -- in this section it is not necessary. I stand by the Report of 
Comrade Leibel when he was organizer that was adopted by an overwhelming majority 
efter a long debate and discussion. I voted for it, I agree with it, and I will try 
to continue the work of the former section organizer in the direction and along those 


Some comrades in the section say that our section is weak in that we do not give the 
clubs sufficent help, that we aro weak in coordinating the efforts of the clubs in the 
section. There is some merit in that and we must search for the reason. These few 
comrades say that the reason is that we spend too much time on idcological discussion. 
I do not agree with this. Our idcological struggle, our fight for iiarxist science has 
preserved the section, has made it grow, has omproved the quality of our mass work. 
But in an opposite way, perhaps it is true that we have spent too much time on beating 
beck attacks against the section line and policy. Our open ideological criticism 
met with a great deal of sniping, of avoidance of the issues raised, an at- 
to prepare techhical and diversionary attacks, but more of this later. 


> 
Comrades, 
us through the attack. Beyond that it will be my purpose to devote as much of my time 
as I can to the projection of the mst advanced program that I feel our section can 
lines. 
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I think we can improve the work of our section if we remain united and we develop our 
Present advances. As to the future program of work for clubs and the section, I can 
make no claims to having any particular wisdom so as to be ablo in the short time I 
have been Chairman and on the Section Committee to lay out a detailed program of work 
for our section and it's clubs. Our program will have to be worked out together in con- 
sultation and in cooperation. Howover, there are afew immediate and fairly obvious ob- 
jectives that I am sure we can agree to get busy on. 


The first of these is to mobilize through our local unions and political organizations 
the maximum support for the following legislative struggles. Fair Employment Practices, 
fight against consumer taxes and in support of a progressive tax structure, and finally 
to oppose the attemt to pass a state law on the control of the procedures of trade 
union elections and so forth. On fair emphoyment practices and on taxes, the AFL-CIO 
has a fairly advanced program and in those cases we can devote most of our energy to 
popularizing these positions among the rank and file, and helping to mobilize the trade 
union movement in their support. But the "Brown! bill governing trade union procedures 
is another story and a great deal of confusion and lack of common direction exists in 
this case. At this point it appears that the ILM is opposed to it's passage and will 
lobby vigorously against it. The State AFL-CIO has appeared up to now to be committed 
to be for it, but there is some opposition to it. Only yesterday the San Francisco 
Labor Council's executive Comm. came out in flat opposition to this bill, although I 
believe, on the mistaken premise that the federal lefyislation now pending is prefer- 
able. The teamsters will probably be for it though perhaps not to the point of making 
a big thing out of thcir support. The "Brown" sponsored bill, if passed, may provide 
some slight benefits to trade union members in that certain democratic prodedures will 
be required of locals, and I belicve an improvement in the present practices of injunc- 
tions in jurisdictional disputes. The first is bait and will be appealing to militant 
rank and filers who have been operating under straight-jacket burcaucracies, and gives 
an impression of fairness to the bill. The second is bait for the tcamster leadership 
who have been involeved in most of the injunctive procedures in connection with juris- 
dictional disputes. And if some of the teamster leadership we know is willing to swa- 
llow the first in order to get tho second then at least they think, and they are probably 
right that the so-called democratic safeguards will not really cramp their style. 
There are also, I understand, some minor drawbacks, but the real evil in the bill lies 
in the fact that it establishes the right of the government to interfere in the inter- 
nal practices of unions. Since this is a capitalist government and not a workers gov- 
ernment this, of course, is bad, and sooner or later, under some condition or provo~ 
cation will be extended to the detriment of the working class. That which I'v e said 
on the "Brown" bill applies also the the Kennedy-Ives bill in the national congress. 
In this connection we have the job or registering the opposition of as much of the 
labor movement as we can to these bills. If we begin now in our local unions, before 
a public expression of the trade union movement in favor of these bills has jelled, we 
may be a very real factor in securing fheir defeat. The fact that the San Francisco 
Labor Council's Exec. Comm. has already taken a position opposed to Brown's labor bill 
docs not mean that we can now relax and let the labor leaders do the job. On the con- 
trary we must act as quickly as possible in our locals to try to win as much support 
for their action as possible to ensure that they wiil not retreat and will really put 
up a fight against this bill. I believe that it is possible to firm up a good position 
in the AFL-CIO if we can make a few important advances in some local unions. The 
teamster situation will be more difficult but I belicve that progress can be made here 
also, at least among the rank and file. 


The Peoples! \lord has given some background in this connection and I understand will 
publish a complete analysis of the bill and the struggle against it. \/e should use it 
in this connection, and getting advance notice of the issue it is in, undertake to get 
a number of extra copies for mailing out of distribution in some other manner. I under- 
stand also that echere will be a legislative supplement to the Pi embracing all three 
of these tissues and we should promote the widest possible distribution of this supple- 
ment. 


Another endeavor that we sjould immediately pursue actively if not with the same urg- 
ency is the developing campaign to bring labor's contribution to education, and a 
knowledge of the importance of unions to the children of San Francisco in fhe form of 
Labor and Education Day. The poison of Business and Education Day began in San Fran- 
cisco under the sponsorship of the Chamber of Commerce and spread all over the country. 
Let it's antidote be born here under our initiative and that of the trade union move- 
ment. 
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There is also one other state legislative matter that we should develop. "Brown" in 
his message to the legislature proposed the monitoring of radioactive hazards in the 
air, food and water in the State. As far as I can determine no such bill has as yet 
been introduced in the legislature. If one has been, and is of substantial quality 
we should diligently work for its passage. If not we must try to get one intro- 
duced and that we can probably do. While very little work has been done in the trade 
union movement in behalf of radiation inspection, it is official AFL-CIO policy and 
can be so brought into prominence among the membership. 


On the People's World, our Press Director, will make a report later on the agenda on 
the development of fund and subscription drive activitics in our section. Here only 
a few words; We should complete the drive in good time and plan our owrk in such a 
way as to make a significant breakthrough in new subs for the paper. At the recently 
held District Press conference, the District Organizer made a report that outlined 
an agreement with the Northwest Comrades on the management of the Paper and projec- 
ted a crusading stand in behalf of the popularization of socialism in its development 
abroad and its potentials here, on the fight for a 6 hour day, on trade with China, 
and for a peaceful world, and other issues, One of the ways we can help in the carry- 
ing out of these objectives is perhaps, if the paper agrees, is accepting responsib- 
ility for the writing of a monthly column, of news and interpretation of events in 
the non-maritime local trade union movement. And if the waterfront comrades also 
undertook a monthly column, we could conduct a competition to sce who makes the most 
stimlating contributions. We should pay special attention to the securing of new 
subs for the paper. 


The last point on immediate work is more general than the preceeding but is certainly 
the nost important aspect of our work. Here we have to tackle the whole complex of 
problems whose solution would improve immeasurabley our trade union work, strengthen 
our relationships with the workers in the shops and communities. Here we must accept 
certain criticisms of some of the scction work and improve the coordination of the 
work of the clubs. I fwe euccedd in securing a truly representative section commit- 
tee and make it function we can take a giant step forward. \e also must begin to 
develop as sound an answer as possible to the present hiring hall crisis - ywnion 
security crisis that embraces the whole labor movement am be able to vary it for 
specific conditions within the @ifferent local unions. \/e must seriously begin dev- 
eloping a program for unemployed workers, pay much morc attention to the job of 
cracking Jim Crow barricrs within the unions, develop the methods to raise the trade 
with China question, the peace question, the stop the Bomb tests question, to in- 
prove and extend the very fine rank and file paper put out by the ictal Trades. And 
while conditions in most clubs and industries are different and would in most casexz 
militate against starting others; in these clubs the question should be discussed and 
if this method is anadvisable, to come to some means for the more systcmatic contact 
with the more advanced rank and file, and in all clubs, to make greater use of the 
Pu in this respect. And finally, to begin to generalize the experience in the var- 
ious caucus movements that members of this section participate in, not only so that 
valuable experiences in one club can be used in another, but also to begin to ana- 
lyee the abjective basis of this movement, what light it throws on the contradictions 
betweon monopoly and the working class and on the contradictions within the trade 
union movement so that on the basis of fundamental knowledge we can put our work on 
a higher level. 


Comrades, what started out to be a few simple points has grown to be a program that 
is perhaps larger than our powers can encompass. But I am sure that we will do our 
best and make some real gains. 


While working on ourovn program within our concentrations we must also fulfill our 
responsibilities to the devolopment of the national Party program discussion now 
being organized. Comrade » Car educational dircctor will report on this 

on @ separate point on the agenda. Here just a fow words; ‘lc should concentrate 
our efforts along the following lines. 1. The role of the Party in the Trade Union 
movement. 2. The development of the Negro People's struggle, especially its theo- 
retical aspect. 3. The development of independent political action inside and 
outside the major political parties. 4. The meaning and practice of the anti-mono- 
poly coalition, and finally; If we can, the very difficult theoretical task of proj- 
ecting the developments in the transition to socialism in the United States. This 

5 point theeretical program is of utmost importance. \e approach in Novemberof this 
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year the 17th National Convention. It is my firm opinion that throughout our Party the 
necessary understanding is maturing so that this convention will in great part contrib- 
ute to the solutian of our Party crisis. That we will once again cstablish the unity of 
program and action that was the distinguishing cause of our past contributions to Amer- 
ican progress, and will once again be on the high road to increased contributions. One 
thought I leave -- no matter how much we succeed in the spedific work of the Section and 
the individual clubs as such gains will be transitory and of no lasting mement if at the 
same time we do not succeed in reestablishing the authority and leadership of our nation- 
al Party organization. 


With that I come to the current and latest controversy that seems to settle around me. 
In many ways it is a tempest in a toa pot but it has wider implications. The cdaim is 
mide that I am not qualified to be Section organizer because I made no contribution to 
the last fund drive on the ground of differences with the policy of the paper. And the 
last County Committee meeting in a plainly unconstitutional action by a vote of 6 to 5 
with 2 abstentions refused to seat me also on these grounds. I say plainly unconstitut- 
ional because there is not nor could they find a single reference to any power granted 
to any leading committee to screon the members elected to it by lower bodies, and , 
naturally it can not be there for if it were then any leading committee could reject 
delegate after delegate until the lower body elected someone the higher body approved 
of. The only contention made was this power was implied in that provision of the ms- 
titution which said that when a state or national convention breaks up into area cau- 
cuses to elect the area representatives to state or national committees these represen- 
tatives have to be approved by tho whole convention. Clearly not a comparable case and 
no such an implication can be drawn. Note this does not give the national committee 
any power at all to screen electod members and is not expressed in the provisions to 
replace vacancies of area representatives. The constitution gives this section and 
this section alone the power to choose its representatives to higher committees. The 
nomination of myself was discussed - and how it was discussed- nominations that stretched 
over two months, discussed in all the clubs. So we can safely say that this section has 
discussed it enough and when it comes to its decision as to its its representative on 
the County Committee no one under the constitution has the power to override that de- 
cision. Once more -- I hope for the last time -- I will state the facts. 


Two years ago, I was a dqlegate from a club to a readors conference in los Angeles 
where at least 95% of the delegates were reprosentatives of clubs or Party members. 
Especially those comrades most devoted to the paper wore there. This conference took 
issue with the line and policy of the paper and adopted a program, incidentally very 
similar to that adopted at the recent Press Conference, and called for a coastwise con- 
ference to improve the paper. I was elected Chairman of the continuations committee 
of the conference and every thing we tried to do was blocked by the Party leadership 
and the staff of the Paper. Lest anyone think that wild and bizarre efforts were 
Planned our efforts were directed, for one thing, towards forums on important issues 
a by the paper, and otherwise bringing the paper fowward on the important 
sues. 


when evey move was blocked I resigned from the committee and made the announcement in 
my club meeting that I was so angry and disgusted, that I would pay up wha’ I had 
pledged in the drive, but that was the last support the paper would get from me until it 
made a turn for the better and the membership had something to say. Of course my anger 
was not a question of hurt feelints, but qas based on my revulsion toward its lack of a 
Marxist, working class policy and its offenses against the principle of international 
working class solidarity. I cannot, of course, justify a policy based on anger as 
being correct. That is giving in to subjectivity and, of course, wrong. And the N.W. 
comrades certainly behaved in a soundor way by supporting the paper and fighting to 
change its direction. Nevertheless, I want to say that throughout the entire period 
-- One year -- of my non-support I said that anytime a represcntative conference on the 
papers political line was called, I would support the paper and the decisions of the 
conference whether or not the conference agrecd with my position. iiorcover, I did not 
advocate to anyone that thcy take the same action as I did. The publicity came from 
others. 


I thank most of the comrades in my club and some other comrades in the section who have 
convinced me of the error in my position, and I thank them also for considering me for 
section chairman and urging me to run. Let mo say that I did not wish to be chairman. 
I thought that our former chairman was doing a fine job and that he should continue. 
But our chairman kad a real point. He was on the county board, he has certain respon- 
sibilities for the Independent Voters of California, and besides wanted to spend some 
time in research and prpparation of documents for the Party program discussion, and in 
line with this last would agree to being Educational director of the section. And we 
had not had one up to this time. So that his resignation as Chairman gave us the op- 
portunity to strenghten the section committee. So I accepted. Our comrades in the 
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secthon committee had all the facts concerning myself. All the objections now being 
raised were raised by comrade Schneiderman and others. It was discussed in all the 
clubs over a two month period bofore I was elected. 


It is my firm opinion that my position on the PiJ is not the real issue here. The 
issue is the difference in ideological positions between this section as expressed 

in the previous section organizers report, overwhelmadgly adopted and those of the 
leadership of the district. This is shown by the latest in the series of attacks 
upon me. A report has been made to the District Committee and to several clubs in 
Oakland naming me as a factionalist along with 2 others not in this section. I brand 
this as false. But irrespective of its merits-- what do ypu think of a leadership 
htat goes around making charges and dignifying it with the title of a district comm- 
ittee report? iiaking charges without bringing them to me, my club, or my section? 
This in itself is a factional procedure. Anything pertaining to me should be brought 
up in my club and section. By doing it otherwise it is an attempt to discredit an 
ideological trend-- that of our section and many other clubs and individuals in the 
Party-- and is an attempt to stop the flood of criticism that has begun to inundate 
the district leadership after they passed from quiet voting support to ghe Gates, Fine 
and Stein faction under the banner of seeking unity in the Party to the point where 
they became the spearhead of the right wing in the Party with the California motions. 
It appears that they are now attempting $9 retreat from their exposed positions, but 
they, to this day, will not acknowlddge their error before the Party. No, Comrades, 
this and other moves is a crude distortion of Party procedures. A distortion of Dem- 
ocratic centralism by those who at the last convention of the Party would not vote for 
it or suppoet or even have a kind word for it. \What is this? Every one who. doesn't 
agree with the leadership is a factionalist. And it is really an attempt to suppress 
anycriticism of revisionist ideology and leadership by the rank and file of the Party. 
Look at the opposite way things have”been handled in this section. All ideas have 
been openly discussed and debated. Our section has arrived at its position and what- 
ever accomplishments it has achieved by the frankest and fiercest debate. That is the 
way to settle things in the Party. Not in the preparation of technical strategic man- 
eouvers specifically designed to avoid discussing the real issues. 


Comrades, the purpost of this meeting is to unite the section around a positive pro- 
gram, to strengbhen its leadership, and to make us a more effective organization. I 
believe that we are making progress amd hope that the C mrades here endorse my report. 
Endorsing the report could include the passage of the following motions, or they can 
be taken up separately. 


1. To approve the election of myself as Section Organizer and representative 


on the County Committee. 


2. To protest the action of the County Committee in unconstitutionally refusing 
to seat the representative of this section to that body, to notify them of 
our protest, and to appeal the decision of the County Committee to the Dis- 

trict Committee. 


Comrades, I have enjoyed giving the positive part of this report and I am sure we 
will find the way through all the obstacles towards improving the work of the Section, 
towards building the Party in the working class of San Francisco. I will do the best 
I can in fulfilling all of my responsibilities, and I am encouraged in this respect 
by the past achievements of this section and the knowledge that we possess a capable 
and devoted group of comrades. 


(The report was endorsed and both motions were passed with 3 dissenting votes.) 
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EVERY AMERICAN WORKER HAS A DESPERATE 
STAKE IN THE STEEL STRIKE 


THE ISSUE IS THE WELL BEING OF OUR COUNTRY, THE HEALTH 
AND WELFARE OF ITS CITIZENS, VERSUS THE SWELLING 
PROFITS OF THE GIGANTIC MONOPOLIES. 


CWART OF SUPER PROFITS 


Wall Street profits mount at the fantastic rate of $2.28 for every man 
hour worked in steel. The last quarter showed steel profits at the 
highest in the history of the world. And this is not enough for those 
who have never worked a single day in their lives--they demand more 
union busting laws--weaker contracts--anything to make a dirty buck. 
These high profits are the real cause of inflation in this country. 
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WAGES ARE 5, 
TO BLAME FOR 
INFLATION/ 


ALREADY THERE ARE AT LEAST 150,000 STEEL WORKERS IN THIS 
COUNTRY WHO WILL NEVER WORK IN A STEEL MILL AGAIN, The 
new automated processes make possible increased capacity production 
of steel with fewer and fewer workers employed. This is, of course, 
not only true in steel, but is the big element in the present insecurity of 
all the American working people. The coal mining towns have become 
islands of extreme poverty, the auto industry knows the same conditions 
and Detroit has become a town of unemployed people at the very mo- 
ment the production levels in the town are high. Nor is the Bay Area 
immune. There has been a considerable movement of Bay Area in- 
dustry to low wage areas with the erection there of automated and 
semi-automated plants. At this moment 1,000 workers at Simmons Mat- 
tress in San Francisco live in the daily fear that the plant will close as 
new technically modern plants are opened in Southern California and 
elsewhere. It was the all important issue in the waterfront negotiations 
on the West Coast and is part of the underlying issues in the Teamsters 
strike in San Francisco, 


ay j 
TN.RADIO ici PRICES 
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THE STEEL MAGNATES DEMAND THE RIGHT TO MAKE 
WHATEVER CHANGES THEY WILL NO MATTER WHAT 
IT DOES TO THE WORKERS, NO MATTER HOW MANY 
ARE PERMANENTLY LAID OFF, NO MATTER HOW IT 
WILL AFFECT THE LIVING STANDARDS OF AMERICA, 
This is a profit system and to them all 
that counte are more and more profits as 
they line up the President, the courts and 
the congress ina drive against the labor 
movement, 


The labor movement must recognize that this drive is succeeding and 
the measure of its success is the stock market quotations, With the 
ateel strike one could expect, as usually happens, that steel stock 
prices would go down, depreciate in value at least a little, But ex- 
aetly the opposite is happening. Not only do steel stocks hold their 
own, but they have even gone up in stock market price. THIS PROVES 
THAT AS FAR AS THE STEEL BOSSES ARE CONCERNED THINGS ARE GOING EXACT- 
LY AS PLANNED. They treat the negotiations as a farce, and a farce 
they have certainly been up to now, 


It is precisely at this time that President Eisenhower, using the 
pretext of gangsterism in a few labor unions went on the air and is- 
a@ued an appeal for laws that would cripple our trade union movement 
end urged congress to pass the most vicious anti-labor legislation, 


In the socialist Soviet Union the latest congress has produced the 
Seven Year Plan, What will this plan, based on peaceful competition 
with the capitalist world, provide for the Soviet citizen? 


SOCIALISM'S BY 1965 THE SOVIET WORKER WILL HAVE: 
a) 30-35 Hour Week 
7 Year ) b) 6-7 Hour Day 


c) 650-660 Million Sq. Meters More 
PLAN Low Rent Housing 
ad) NO TAXES OF ANY KIND 


CYNICISM IS NO ANSWER! 


SAYS "BUSINESS WEEK:'" Inthe past the Soviets have substantially 
filled their five-year plan goals. '"' 


2368 COMMUNIST PARTY—NORTHERN CALIFORNIA DISTRICT 


AND WHAT CAN WE, AS WORKERS, EXPECT UNDER CAPITALISM 
BY 1965? 


More Boom And Bust? More Unemployment? 
More Billions For Defense? More Peanuts For The People? 


THAT'S FOR SURE... 


«+eeeUNLESS--we make our unions produce for the rani. and file through 
a united struggle and demand for enforcement and improvement of our 
union contracts, for a 30 hour work week at increased wages, for an 
end to speed-up through control of production standards by those who 
work, and make the benefits of automation pay off to the American 
worker in increased leisure, better education, recreation, etc. in- 
stead of increased profits to the bosses, Stop the collosal waste of 
billions in araments spending and use this money for peaceful con- 
struction of schools, hospital, libraries, federal low-cost housing, 
recreation facilities, and in many other ways to promote the welfare 
of all the people. Demand that congress stop horsing around with 
anti-labor legislation, repeal the Taft-Hartley Law, pass bills 
shortening the work week, raise the minimum wage, and curb the enor- 
mous profits of big business, 


It is up to the labor movement to organize these demands and make 
them effective. The same mobilization that defeated the so-called 


"Right To Work Law" in California can, on a national scale, bring 
real benefits to every American, 


@® SUPPORT THE STEEL WORKERS -- A, F,L.-C.10 
@ SUPPORT THE TEAMSTERS -- INDEPENDENT 


@ SUPPORT THE MINE, MILL AND SMELTER 
WORKERS -- INDEPENDENT 


Issued By: Industrial Section of the Communist Party, San Francisco. 
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(Endorsed by Majority aan 
(of Section Membership. 


THE AFL SECTION AND THE IDEOL@ICAL CRISIS 
SECTION ORGANIZER'S REPORT 


Camrades: 


In the more than two years of Party crisis, and, more specifically, in the 
more than a year following the National Convention of our Party, the ideological 
struggle has sharpened, the smog of confusion has been partly penetrated, and 
certain erstwhile leaders of the Party have taken their leave of its ranks, While 
in every case these departures were voluntary in that no one has been expelled ~ 
from the Party no matter how bizarre or how bourgeois his theory or his actions, 
nevertheless these voluntary departures occured only when the comrades in question 
were no longer able to impose their individual ami factional will on the bulk of 
the Party. Because this struggle is beginning to interfere with the work of this 
Section, this membership meeting has been called in order to formilate the Section 
line and policy in the face of contiming crisis, This is all the more necessary 
inasmuch as the life of our Section and Clubs following the Convention has not 
been one of extreme concern on inner=Party matters, and up to the last few months 
hardly anything beyond information has become the property of the clubs, This 
report will conecrn itself with four items: 


1. A brief review of the history of our Section fran the 
preconvention discussion to dates 


2. An analysis of the idedlogical crisis within our move=- 
ment 


3. The immediate specific nature of its manifestations 
in Northern California; and 


Same conclusions and recommendations, 
SECTION HISTORY 


I would like to begin by recalling to the attention of the Comrades, the 
resolutions passed by the Section Convention in preparation for the National Con- 
vention, * We passed a resolution on the Democratization of the South, a reso- 
lution on the People's World recamending it go on a weekly basis and urging the 
membership to raise the necessary funds for continuance, a resolution calling for 
a referendum on the final Convention Resolution, two resolutions on trade union 
work, the first calling for active experienced trade unionists at all levels of 
Party leadership, and the second calling for improved liason between trade union 
clubs themselves and also between the trade unions and the neighborhood clubs, 

A resolution of condemnation for the National Committee statement on Hungary of 
November lth, a resolution on the general position of the Section stating that of 
all the prominent positions in the ideological discussion to date we preferred the 
Foster position, and, finally, a resolution that combined measures for the sup- 
pression of bureaucracy with fundamental support for the concepts of Democratic 
Centralism, Party Discipline, and the Vanguard role of the Party. 


Following the Convention, and in the selection of our leadership, this 
Section resisted the trend developing in the County to abolish section organiza- 
tion and even industrial clubs, With difficulty and with wevenness we brought 
forward a Section and Club leadership and proceeded with our activity within the 
Trade Union Movement. While in this report I will not go into the activities of 
the various clubs I do wish to point out that a not inconsiderable success has 
attended our efforts and all or almost all of our basic organizations enjoy greater 
influence and status within the trade union movement than was true a year ago. 


% The Section Convention resolutions are printed in fill following this report. 
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Here I will confine myself to the Section work as a whole, and that, for the most 
part, sketchily. 


Following the Comvention what has this Section accomplished? 


Qn the es W : le We surpassed the Section Quota on the Peoples World 
Ve Ce distributed a large number of Little Rock Supplements, at 
least as many as any other camparable body in San Francisco, 3, Distributed more 
supplements on the labor situation as pertaining to the Teamsters and McLellan 
Committee than the whole rest of the Party in San Francisco, 


Our section conducted a one day class on the Role of the Party and on the 
Meaning and Practice of the Anti-Monopoly Coalition, 


We held a Section Conference on the fight against so-called "right to work" 
legislation which was carried back to the clubs and resulted in certain concrete 
activities, among which were meetings in both the Building Trades ani the Metal 
Trades of Comrades and ex-Comrades to plan a joint program of activity against the 
legislation, 


The Metal Trades Club involved members of other clubs as well as a number 
California Pl 


We have sent full delegations to all Party Conferences and Conventions, 


I am sure that I have omitted items of significance, However, I do not 
believe that the above constitutes such an outstanding record as to warrant smug- 
ness or complacency. It is more & minimum achievement than a record of astounding 
accomplishment. Only in comparison to the work of other Party organizations in 
these years of crisis do the events recounted achieve a qualitative significance, 
There is also much to state of negative significance, a certain measure of ideolo- 
gical disunity in the Section leadership and a real weakness in that the Section 
leadership is not fully representative of the Clubs, ami that the Section staff is 
not camplete, so that some of the worthwhile activities of the Section did not 
receive the full participation of all the members, Nevertheless our Section has 
maintained a general line successfully fram the preconvention discussion to date, 
and, by way of attesting to that, we can point to the fact that following the 
Convention we have lost but two members, one in the recent organized factional 
withdrewal from the Party and the other previous to that, This concludes the 
sketchy summary of the activity of our Section. 


ON THE IDEQLGICAL CRISIS 


Following the 20th Congress in the Soviet Union, the re-evaluation of 
Stalin, amd the events in Hungary, our Party like many other fraternal parties 

was in acrisis. Our Party had a leadership whose responsibility was to devise 
educational material ami a line of policy that would serve to wite the Party 

umder the impact of ideological struggle. What can we say of the activities of 

our leadership? With certain honorable ons caved They failed to 
project any sort of a united line, Fras the SF ss, the 

"new look" report that breast-beat our fairly glorious history as a Party into 

a@ succession of errors there opened a widespread flying apart at the seams of the 
leadership so that every idea dredged up from the discredited material of the past 
100 years in the working class movement found a home in our Party and factional 
backing among sections of the leadership. Clark and Gates, Howard Fast, the New 
York State Committee, and others challenged almost every concept of Marxism-Lenin- 
ism and under the banner of "friendly criticism of the Soviet Union" outdid the 
capitalist press in slander against the Soviet Union culminating in two National 
Committee statements on the Hungarian situation that were a disgrace to the American 
novement, and to this date these statements have not been corrected. 


If at that time it was unlerstandable that a good deal of confusion marred 
our Party view of the path ahead,if the rank anf file could not authoritatively 
combat the disruption of revisionist ideology, what can we say now - two years 
later? When every fraternal Party in the capitalist, colonialist, and socialist 
countries took a different course, and what are the results of their policies? 
The British Party which recently registered 97% of its membership fought these 
ideas that developed in their Party, the Canadian Party with same or similar trends 
as developed in ours isolated the revisionists and maintained the unity of the 
Party, the Israeli Communist Party, where you would expect that the tales of so- 
called Soviet anti-semitism would have the most harmful effect and where the Party 
had an "unpopular" position on the Suez question, had an 18% increase in member- 
ship as far back as eight months ago and it is no dovwbt going higher, in a re- 
cruiting drive the Indian Cammmist Party more than doubled its membership, and 
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France and Italy and other Communist Parties with a wmited leadership moved from 

initial losses to almost immediate recovery and in many cases to outstanding ad- 

vance, True it is that objective conditions varied from country to country, but 

one of the objective conditions in our country was the lack of working class sta- 
bility in our own leadershipe 


Vhatever the diverse trends existing in our organization, contrary to 
general world experience, we were not able to resolve them, This was true prior to 
the 16th Convention and the Convention itself helped but little, It is true that 
certain overt measures such as a denial of Marxism-Leninism and a change into a 
political action association were repulsed but as noted by D, Shevlyagin, a writer 
in Soviet periodical "Comumist","the strugple against right opportunism was not 
carried to completion; this reacted negatively upon further work of the Party, The 
conciliatory elements still continue their factional activity." 


Following the Convention all agreed to work within the framework of its 
decisions = to accentuate the positive so to speak, The trouble was that what was 
positive to one was negative to another, and as the membership in organization 
after organization began to take a line against the forms of revisionism, the 16th 
Convention was invoked as the "Holy of Holies" by the dwindling revisionist in- 
fluence. When Clark left he left with a cry that the 16th Convention decisions 
were being moved away fram, Gates likewise, the resignations from the New York 
State Committee, and, finally, the latest organized withdrawal from the movement in 
California, the California Defectees, took up the chorus, Substantially the reso- 
lutions of the 16th Convention were a compromise, a toleration of diverse ideolo- 
gies rather than a resolution for our Party, Also under its decisions all groups 
were free to consider the decisions there tentative and were free to agitate for 
their own ends, Nevertheless there was a certain agreement < an agreement to 
comtinue work and on that basis to leave the unresolved questions for a later date, 
While this policy had a little success - events conspired to disrupt it. Bandung, 
Sputnik, successes of the Soviet Union in relation to the colonial countries, 
Chinese theoretical documents on the Dictatorship of the Proletariat, criticism of 
the American Party by the fraternal parties all tended to weaken the influence of 
those supporters of a "Made in America" brand of "interpreted Marxism-Leninism" 
and to strengthen among the membership those who desired not an "independent" 
Camunist Party but a fraternal one, Nevertheless this loose alliance on the basis 
of "let's get out the work" continued with differences until now it has become 
shatterred under the impact of three events occuring about the same time, 


The first was the 12-Power Declaration of the Socialist countries in Moscow 
at the celebration of the 0th Anniversary of the October revolution, 


The second was the Draft Labor Resolution and the discussion around it. 
The third were the "California Motions," 


Many things are considered in the 12-Power Document, ami I will not at 
this point go through them. It contains from its beginning where it character- 
izes the present as the epoch of transition from capitalism to socialism many 
ideas concerning peace, socialist progress, and Marxist theory, It also contains 
good definitions of right wing opportunism, that is, revisionism, and also of 
dogmatism and sectarianism, What made it unacceptable to the National Executive 
Committee when they reprimanded the National Administrative Committee for favor- 
ably hailing the document was the following statement in the document: "In cone 
deming dogmatism, The Commurist Parties believe that the main danger at present 
is revisionism, or, in other words, Right-wing opportumism, which as a manifesta- 
tion of bourgeois ideology paralyzes the revolutionary energy of the working class 
and demands the preservation or restoration of capitalism." True it is that the 
document states that it is for each party to decide which is the main danger at 
any moment, and some have used this statement to repeat that in our country left 
sectarianism is the main danger, This cannot be supported in the document as in 
the description there of what constitutes modern revisionism, rejection of the 
vanguard role, rejection of democratic centralism, denial of the dictatorship of 
the proletariat, denial of the leading role of the Communist Party, all these 
items characterize our discussions in the National Committee, and are even memo- 
rialized in many of the documents of the 16th National Convention, International 
production of the 12=-Power Statement was a serious threat to opportunist influence 
in our own Party and the faction in the National leadership that had picked up the 
American flag as their banner recognized it and fought it, but not directly. They 


supported it for information, for study, for fy as but es its applica- 
tion to this count: The document deserves ter received 
e ° e can Party. 
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The Draft Labor Resolution was next on the agenda, This represented an 
attempt by the then majority of the National Committee to develop in practice the 
implications of their position, The result was a hodge-podge of fact and fancy 
that nowhere received any basis of solid support, I will not discuss it in detail 
as we have already done that in the clubs and in two conferences and I believe 
that most of you have seen the critical document of the Metal Trades Club which 
points up many of the errors in the document as well as many items that should be 
in such a report. I call attention only to the general characterization made by the 
Washington delegation to the West Coast Conference. While disagreeing with 
facts and conclusions of the Draft Labor Resolution the Washington delegation 
further went on to say that the Resolution was incorrectly based on a secondary 
contradiction, in the contradictions within the labor movement itself, whereas 
our Labor resolution should primarily concern itself with the fundamental contradic- 
tion, that between monopoly capital and the working class. In the West Coast Con- 
ference a much amended draft labor resolution was passed over the strong Washington 
resolution by a margin of two votes, Subsequently the Washington resolution was 
passed as an addition to the resolution by a margin of six votes, Because the 
labor reso] ution was one of the only conérete attempts to spell out in seriousness 
the American way to socialist development by this group of "independent" American 
Marxists it affords an opportunity to see if these champions of new approaches 
and, in words, battlers against dogmatism and sectarianism could really produce 
something genuinely new and capable of being translated into significant mass action 
among the working class, This apparently was too much to expect for the resolution 
as delivered was not much more than a sad tailing after trade union leaders where 
the independent role of the Party is reduced to trying to improve things a little 
within the framework of hailing whatever is constructive in the staterents of 
the CIO Union leaders, Nor was the resolution a convincing amlysis of real 
conditions among the workers of our country or their organizations, half-truths and 
wishful thinking being its main attributes, certainly not profound new truth. 

To top it off the Resolution got a nasty kick in a vulnerable spot from Old Man 
Life. No sooner was the ink dry on the Resolution when the news was full of the 
developing recession which is umm-ntioned in the declaretion although it did not 
occur as a bolt from the blue - for example, many areas of the country including 
the Pacific Northwest and Michigan and elsewhere were in serious unemployment 
situations for more than a year, not to speak of the continuing agriculturel crisis, 
And then again, no sooner had the discussion started when Reuther, who, though 
unnamed in the declaration, is really held up to be the advanced labor movement, 
switches his support from a shorter work week to a profit sharing plan, No, in 
this case, it didn't take long to expose the barrenness of this so-called new 
appretahe And it's better thet and nekes at DO 


While these two documents strained the uneasy alliance of diverse ideologies 
based on "let's get out the work", the next item, the California Motions, shattered 
it to shreds, Here was an overt attack on the alliance itself, According to the 
California Motions the trouble with the Party leadership was that the 16th Conven- 
tion decisions were not being fought for, that because of not wanting to come to 
grips with those who, in the opinion of the Northern California leadership, funia- 
mentally disapproved with the results of the 16th Conventior decisions, the Dennis 
forces were really capitulating to them. The document called for the isolation 
of the Foster forces, though not by name, In the submitting remarks of the Dis- 
trict Organizer he made it clear that working together was not enough, it was time 
to make a decision once and for all, This article must be viewed in context with 
the report of Sid Stein who recommended that all the National Executive Committee 
be replaced, to Quote: "by a new leadership based primarily on comrades who in 
the opinion of the National Committee will carry through the decisions of the 16th 
National Convention", I will have more to say of this document later in the 
context of the specific situation in Northern California, here I relate only its 
history. A resolution based on the California Motions was presented to the Nate 
tional Committee and was defeated through the adoption of a substitute resolution 
prepared by Comrade Dennis, The vote was 32 in favor, opposed 20, abstaining 3 and 
is printed in full in the March Political Affairs, 


The approved Dennis resolution can be distinguished from the California 
motions in one particular, It recognizes the dangers of revisionist ideology 
and acknowledges the revisionist trend in the Party. As such it is a step forward 
in our Party and should be supported, It is in a certain sense a historic occasion, 
it represents the first time in the two year Party history that it was possible to 
get in the National Committee a majority recognition of the dangers of revisionism. 
I would not be frank however, if I failed to paint out what I consider certain de- 
ficiencies in the document. It does combat revisionism but tries to do it solely 
within the context of the 16th National Convention. Thus, in citing what is re- 
visionist it carefully excludes mention of either democratic centralism, the 
Question of proletarian dictatorship, the leading role of the Communist Party in 
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the transition to Socialism (as distinguished from the vanguard role it plays 
previously to that time), or solidarity with the Socialist world. I suppose be- 
cause the Convention resolution fails to confirm these in a positive way. 


Also the Dennis resolution fails to assert that at the moment revisionism 
is the main danger in spite of the fact that the immediate occasion for the pre- 
paration of the report is to oppose the manifestation of the revisionist trend as 
exemplified in the California motions, If the aim of the National Committee is 
to extricate itself from the growing criticism in our own and the International 
movement then I believe that we should help as much as we can. If the reason they 
do not go beyond the Convention decisians is because they feel bound to them 
then we should try to unbind them ,or the National Committee there elected, by 
calling another convention, However, if it winds up as another attempt to settle 
the differences on top only without making our Party from top to bottom united in 
principle and activity, and exists only as a manifestation of maneuvering for 
position within the National Committee, then the Party will have to recognize that, 
and, difficult as it may be, find a solution for that too. Perhaps all of these 
are reasons for some of the support to the Dennis Resolution; in any case, at this 
point we should welcome it as the first manifestation of organized struggle against 
revisionism from our National Committee. One could have wished that it was 
accompanied by serious self-criticism, but we should do our best to implement a 
principled unity of the Party, recognizing that fundamentally the class struggle 
and the rank and file of the Party will solve all the questions that plague us. 


At this point it is necessary to try to cst>blish here our underst.nding 
of what can be new and wh:t is asic in ‘iarxist science, to wake our position clear 
on dogmatism and sectarianism. Certainly no Anerican Communist moveuent can confine 
itself to any pattern of tactics and stritegy developed elsewhere in the world 
no matter how bencficial the results there in the prvvailin: specific fe.tures of 
that time and in those conditions, lather the opnosite is true, no_merican_ 
Communist movement can be successful without enrichins and developing the iarxist 
science of the whole world, Just as the Chinese Comnunist rarty in ics successful 
transition to socizliss has enriched and continues to enr-ch the “arxist science 
of the world, we 1/ill be forced to do likewise before we c.n runotely dream of 
estabaishing socialism in this most developed stronghold of mocern-imperialism, 
But events occur at the spced of light in this day anc age, ~d what seems remote 
to us _now in our disunity and unclarity may soon be imminent. 


An example of where we must find new soluti.ns to present day problems is 
in the development of a worthwhile sloran oi the 16th National Convention, the 
development of an anti-monopoly neo les coalition. The way to do this is certainly 
not in usiay the slovzan as stick against the develo ment of any iniependent Party 
position, it is certainly not an argment to nerrte the leading role of the 
working class or the role of the larty. Certainly in tiiis process we can learn 
a gre t desl from the expericnce in struggle of the Chinese Communist rarty in the 
develorment of a peorde's coalition arainst Imperialis.: and Feudalisin, We can 
learn a great deal but we can't transpose it in a body, the American people live 
under different conditions, and the enemy thouch just as deadly, perhaps 1ore so, 
has a different face. ‘hat must we do to crentively develop this slogan of an 
anti-monopoly people's coalition into a rounded out theory and practice than can 
bring a real result? |e must, of course, study the history of the anti-monopoly 
strug’le in our country, enulyze its achieverents and its weaknesses, study the 
monopoly penetrction and, in some cases, control of workine class and middle class 
organizations, try to understand the contredictions of ixperielisa, try to develop 
unity in action between groupings in our country that are or ought to be partners 
in the coalition, to develop joint and parallel actions, and, always, always, 
educate as to what monopoly is, to expose its camouflege, and to make it possible 
for more and more Americans to recognize the face of the enemy, Beyond this we 
must take every opportunity in the political life of our country to develop our 
program of unity, fightin in such 2 way so that we do not act as if each engage- 
ment were the last battle, rie to gain strength from our experiences, and, 
finally, in case of setback not to wallow in panic 


and deioralization, in this 
there is plenty of room for new additions to arxist science, 


Or, to take another example: Certainly the struggle to secure the political 
and economic emancipetion of the Negro people in this land driws some of its great 
stren:th from the successful struggle of colonial peoples the wide world over, 
certainly many of the ideas developed elsewhere in the battle for the richts of 
oppressed minorities and uajorities can anu are being used to good advantare here 
by the Negro people and its allies, but, of course, it would be hariful not to take 
into account the snecific fertures of the snerican scene both in the character of 
the oppression and in the contr-dicticns amone the op oressors. Again plenty of 
scope for new and inagin-tive contributions to larxist science. 
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But the champions of the "new" in the current and continuing and apparently 
endless discussions - what have they proposed? Is dissolution of the Party new? 
Or a Political Action Association? Is tailing after bourgeois reformers new? 

Is denial of the Dictatorship of the Proletariat new? Is denial of the leading 

role of the party new? Is the Welfare State mirage new? There has not been a 

genuinely new idea in any - we have beat around for more than two years. They 

are called not from previous successes but f t a of the wo wo 

class, Wherever the working class has been led by these ideas, even when that 

leadership united the great majority, they have been led only to defeat. We need 
Ww oac the Pa t ° st t 

the sustaine on t c t t 


In our Section, among our organizations, there are as many different plans 
of work as there are organizations, and that is good, for conditions vary from 
industry to industry in our Section, and I do believe that, in view of saw of our 
successes, we are in the position to at least preliminarily generalize some of 
our work, to try to smooth out some of the umevenness connected with it, and to 
subject it to some critical analysis. Here is one place where we can try to 
find some new conclusions, And we should do this soon, 


And on the question of friendly criticism of the Soviet Union. I believe 
that the concept of fraternal relations between the Communist Parties of the world 
includes within it the privilege of friendly and positive criticism of these 
Parties. but this criticism is a two way street, comrades. It is not that from 
some lofty eminence we are privileged to criticise the Soviet Union and have the 
power to tell it and other fraternal parties when we are criticized by them to 
mind their own business, Friendly criticism means that such criticism should be 
seriously considered, and we cannot say that we have seriously considered the 
critism of our Farty by many others, Prench, Soviet Union, Latin American 
countries, etc. And, of course, in extending any criticisi to such a fraternal 
Party we can leave no doubt as to our answer to the question posed in the words 
of the song, "Which side are you on, boys, which side are you on?" 


In this connection we have to acknowledge that organs of our Party have 
not always made themselves clear so that it is possible for a progressive and 
socialist-minded person such as Vincent Hallinan to lump us together with other 
Socialist Parties in this country in a common characterization as follows: 


"But it cannot be said that the socialist parties' organs ignore 
developments in the socialist countries! Indeed they do not! You 
can find pages in them devoted to proving that Khruschev is a scoundrel 
and that they are all ruled by tyrannical bureaucracies. You riffle 
them back to be sure that you are not reading a release from the State 
Department and you hide them from potential recruits to the socialist 
camp. They appear exactly designed to frighten people away from it." 


Yes, Comrades, we face a serious problem of isolation in our Party com 
pounded of objective conditions and our own errors, especially the error of our 
five-year operation Nosedive, and we are in our Section and elsewhere making some 
progress in overcominc it. But we are compoundine our problem with our increasing 
isolation from the honest left in our country which in past years sympathized with 
our Party and generally though not uniformly follwed our leadership. Is it any 
wonder that faced with the indecision and panic in our ranks they seek elsewhere 
for leadership, and, failing to find it, resort to many shades and differences of 
opinion and program, not ail of which, certainly, are adequate for today. I am 
not criticizing them, many and perhaps most of them work in the mass organizations 
as effectively as they can contributing to the growth of the Peace movement, to 
the struggle for “egro rights, in the economic struggles of the working class and 
the farm population, and in many and varied forms of political action. Once there 
was generally speaking a united left in this country, the other socialist parties 
were the narrowest of sectarian splinter groups whose sain function for the most 
part objectively considered was the generally unsuccesful attack against our org- 
anization. Today the Left like our Party is in iarge part fragmentized. Nor are 
the Stalin revelations sufficiant explanation for this phenomenon. Some losses 
both in our Party and in our influence we could have expected but we could hav 
regained it by now had we established a united and sound line as for example did 
the Itelian Party who recently recemented its unity of activity with the Socialist 
Party which had been a casualty of the self-criticism in the Soviet union. 


And certainly in our relations with the fraternal Parties, it is not 
necessary to exhibit such a sad lack of humility. 
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THE IDEOLOGICAL CRISIS IN NORTHRN CALIFORNIA 


How has the ideclogical crisis in our movement manifested itself in a 
Special way here in California? Its latest manifestation is certainly the recent 
group departure of 26 leading and former leading people in our Party, The method 
of leaving plus the organizational moasures they took in leaving, and also in- 
herent in the content of their document indicate that for more than a recent period 
this group has led a factional existence. Beyond that of course we know of meet- 
ings held, phone calls made, and trips back and forth between Los Angeles and 
here, and even an attcnpt to organize people who have left t’ = Party into coming 
back in - in order to fight for their factional position. O1 course, the document 
itsclf attempts to put the best possible face to their departure and consequently 
does not discuss except in the most general terms the reasons for leaving, 
expressing disillusion with the prospects before the Party, but hardly coming to 
the meat of the ideological discussions in the Party. It must be viewed in the 
context of the preceeding docuncnt signed by 22 Los Angeles comrades, most of 
whom, if not oll, were part of the final withdrawal, in which the right wing oppor- 
tunist revisionist line is a great deal more clear, In this connection I would 
like to quote from a report made by the Chairman of the Mctal Trades Club before 
that club on the California motions, I quote from its concluding paragraph: 


"The proposal of the District Coxmittee at a time when it cannot 
be discussed by a representative body (such as a convention) can only 
be disruptive. The aany districts would cither be arraigned against 
each other or split. The National Center would lose any authority 
that remains, And the Party would be further reduced by an even 
greater exodus on th right. I do not think that this is desired by 
the majority of tic District Committee." 


To me this is en accurate prediction of sone of the things that have occurred 
since the California motions were proposed, 


But I will not concern myself too much with the recent departure. I an 
mu@h ore concerned with the attitude of thc remaining District leadership. 
The District Orginizer coming back from tne National Committee meeting makes a 
report to an East Bay membership meeting that the National Committee turned down 
a resolution based on the California Motions and adopted one proposed by Comrade 
Dennis. He went on to sry that, of course, the California motions were superior, 
and, that, as fur as he ws concerned, that the Party in California was going to 
continue operting according to the spirit of the Cclifornia motions. when he was 
upbraided for frxcticnal behavior, and, it is certainly factional for a member of 
th. Netional Committee and its Executive to refuse to carry out a resolution of 
the Party, he responded with the heated charge of so-called ujtra-left factionalism 
on those raik and filers who had called him to task. 


At the San Francisce Count; Comittee he was specifically «asked whether 
he would work to inple vent the recent resolution of the National Committee. He 
refused to answer a clcir yes or a no, his answer was that ne would abide by the 
decisions of the 16th National Convention. ‘se have come a long way - we started 
out with a battle about the interpretation of Mafxism-Leninism and now we have 
¢eome Jown to interpreting the 16th Convention, Anoth-r member of the National 
Comnittee at the County... meeting «nswered this oucstion without being asked - 
his enswer was that he wasn't going to sien any loynlty oath, This, comrades, 
gous a lonp way beyend the right te dissent. Certainly, they have the right to 
their opinions, but this heads in the direction of setting up an independent Party 
in California, one with different policies and objectives from our national Party. 
It is this danyver that the comrades should be oware of. 


At the s:me County Committee a blistering attack on your section organizer 
occurred,as being a member of a faction called the ultra-left. Certainly, in an 
atmosphere whcre a general right revisionist attack has gonc on in the Party, 
one could expect extreme lift ideas to gain currency. But this so-called faction, 
so far as I cun determine, are legitimate clubs and sections of the Party, some of 
wnosc litercture I've secn, and, like all Party literature nowadays I agree with 
@ome of it and I disagree with oth.rs, They certainly have th. right to state 
their views just as we heve the right to statc ours, This is reminiscent of the 
attack on the Indiana substitute Labor Resolution as left-sectarian, where the 
substance was hard]; suuen by the aembership, and which, in my opinion, was very 
good, with some woaknesses, but the rcesclution was uscd as a whipping stick in 
order to try to put ovir the very werk and very useless Draft Labor Resolution, 
Beyond tnat I construe the attack on me to be an attack azainst the section, 

For I am a member of no faction, and the line I have is, I believe, the majority 
line of this section. I have been critical, and will probably continue to be, 
I hope constructively. 
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I believe that the District leaders who make this unprincipled factional 
charge should either press it or apologize. Of more significance than name 
calling is the real situation however. It was one thing when the California 
District leadership had, whatever their actions, the stated position of trying to 
find unity in the Party, it is quite another thing when the actions of the Cali- 
fornia leadership through the California Motions spearhead the right of our Party. 
In my opinion, the membership must become aware of it and act accordingly. It is 
not too late, in my opinion, for the leadership to draw some conclusions from the 
recent period, and to be a little self-critical about their recent actions. They 
passed the California Motions unanimously, this unanimous majority included the 
people who recently left the Party. After they passed these Motions, they were re- 
jected before they were even considered by the National Committee by every trade 
union club in the City that took it up. This includes some clubs in our section, 
it includes Warehouse and Maritime. In fact I don't know of a single club that 
approved them, and the County Committee's approval was hedged with so many opposite 
amendments that I could even vote for it. They must see that this line heads no- 
where and should change. 


PROPOSALS 
Comrades, in conclusion I have a number of proposals: 


1. That this Report be mimeographed and distributed to the Party through 
the County Committee, sent to all members of the National Committce and submitted 
to Political Affairs with our recommendation for its publication - so that our 
thinking cannot be attacked by slander, and that the Comrades will have it before 
them. 


2. Propose that a County Convention be called; the ideological issues and 
practical ones discussed; and that replacements to the Listrict Committee for 
those who have resigned be there elected. 


3. To recommend to the National Committee that a National Convention be 
called in order to form a clear line as opposed to the line of the 16th Conven- 
tion which every ideological trend says they support from different standpoints. 


4. That our Section reinstitute the classes that we started, and that the 
Section Committee be charged with bringing in a plan for them. 


5. That at the earliest practical date we hold ancther conference so that 
the work of the clubs in their trade union organizations can be discussed and 
for us to try to draw some conclusions not only for own work but for *hat primarily. 
The Labor resolution has not yet been acted upon and maybe we can help there also. 
This should be soon but not until the Section leadership can meet with each club 
to try to produce the maximum results at the Section mecting. 


6. That the Section Committee ir: 
plete the Section staff. 
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Comrades: This has been a liong report and 
of a trial on your patience. I sincerely hope th 
I do not wish that the result of this report be t 
eames wish that both those who support and those 
continue to kcup our Section healthy. We are a tb 
most no losses, continuous work in mass organizat 
prove the quality of our work. I believe that we have it within ourselves to 
build the Party. 


I have not put too much 
it meets with your approval. 

vide the Section. It is my 

oppose this report will 

“< spot. in the Party now, al- 


APPENDIX: RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED BY AFL SECTIOi: AT ITS PRECONVENTION 
SESSION. 
RESOLUTION ON DEMOCRATIZATION OF THE SOUTH 


Whereas, the eccnomic advancement and the free 


dom of political expression of all 
organized and unorganized workers, liortn and South, depend on the winning of full 
democratic anc trade union rights for all southern Americans, Negro and write 


Be is resolved that our Party recognize that the most decisive struggle taking place 
at this time in our country is tne developing figtit for the democratization cf 
the South, and 
Be it further resolved that we make this our major ne task and take all the 
organizational steps necessary to make our maximum contribution to its icrieve-- 
ment. 
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RESOLUTION ON WORLD 


Resolved that following the State Convention the Peoples’ World go on a weekly 
basis, and put into effect economic changes explained in their own financial 
statements, 


We urge our menbership tc raise the necessary funds for its continuation as a 


TION 


JRE'DUM ON RE 


Resolved that after the National Convention a National Referendum be held on the 
final resolution, 


RESOLUTION ON TRADE UNION WORK (1) 


We recognize the Trade Union movement as the strongest organized pro-democratic , 
anti-dictatorship force in our country, and that the leadership of the Unions are 
more responsive to rank and file pressure than those of other mass organizations 
because of the direct ties to the economic welfare of the membership. 


We belicve that a major cause of errors in our movenent penerally, but especially 
in its policies and progrims dealing with the trade union move «nt is the lack of 
trade union actives in the lcadership of our Party. We strongly urge that special 
steps be taken to include a grester number of active cxpericnced trade unionists 

on 411 levels of leadership in our Party, 


RESOLUTION ON TRADE UNION WORK (2) 


We recognize that our movement must be oriented on th. trade unions as a focal 
center, and therefore propose that the County Convention take steps to provide: 


1. More attention to and participation in trade union struggles for the 
neignborhood sections of the Party. 


2. Improved liason between trade union sections of the Party, cspecially 
in related industries, 


3. Improved lisson between neighborhood and industrial sections, between 
the class struggle on the job and the class strucgle in the neighborhood, 


RESOLUTICN ON NATIONAL COMMITTEE STATHNT ON HUNGRY OF NOVAMBER 4th, 


We condemn the st<tement of the National Committee on Hungary as being incorrect 
in that: 1) it reversed 2 previous cccepted position without complcite knowledze 
of the facts, 2) it did not analyze the situation from the vicwpoint of a Party 
that is part of a world Communist movencnt, 3) it did not represent the opinions 
of the American Party membership. 


PE PPP 
RESOLUTION ON GENERAL POSITION 
Resolved that of all the prominent positions s> far represented we feel that the 


Foster position represents the best hope fer continuntion and development of the 
American Socialist movement, 


RESOLUTION ON FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES 


Be it resolved that we f.vor the maintenance cf a Communist Party in the United 
States that accepts responsibility for the development of socialist conscicusness 
in the United Statcs and directs a ccncerted activity upon those issues acst ne- 
cessory for the defense and improvement of the working conditions of the American 
working class, and expresses and supports the caspirctions and advance of the 

intermtional working class .sovement; 


Be it further resolved that in order to implement our aims we make changes in our 
orgamization guaranteeing the widest democratic participation of the membership 
in the making and review of decisions, in protecting the membérship from harass- 
ment on the basis of difference from official position, and in stimulating 
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the membership to the most imaginative and most thorough discussion on the de- 
velopment of our work, In this connection we urge that the new constitution spell 
out in detail the rights and duties of membership, and to include in our constitu- 
tion many of the excellent suggestions that have been developed in the discussion 
to curb the growth of bureaucratic trends within our organization. We support the 
following paragraph in the draft resolution: "The National Committee should issue 
@ special publication on a regular monthly basis devoted exclusively to articles 
or letters discussing, debating, or differing with Party policies, whether current 
or long range. Such a publication is necessary to encourage the greatest possible 
participation by the membership in the formulation, correction, or abandorment of 
policies or tactics," 


Be it further resolved that in order to implement the democratization of 

our movement it is not necessary to deny our history, to renounce those items of 
principle that have historically developed to differentinte our movement from 
bourgeois or liberal reformism. The concepts of democratic centralism, Party 
discipline, and the vanguard role cof the Party. we consider that these ideas 

have already been proved in practice not only in other countries but also in 

ours in connection with some of our historic successes, we believe these ideas to 
be rooted not in some set of special conditions on some foreign soil, but in 

the dialectical materialist conception of reality, on the consciousness of struggle 
between opposing forces, and the awareness of the revolutionary nature of change. 
We confirm the conception of our organization as a devoted and advanced task 

force of the working class. Where we do not live up to our conception, and it 
must be admitted that we have not in many cases, we must strive to make our 
conception real, to prepare ourselves for the sharp struggles of the working class 
that lie ahead, THE UNITY OF OUR Pa»RTY IN aCTION MUST BE DEVELOPED, NOT DESTROYED. 
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COMMITTEE EXHIBIT NO. 29 


ON THE JEWISH QUESTION 
By A. Waterman 
Frem Marxism Today April, 1959, London 


Comrade Ramelson in his article in the January issue of Marxism To- 
day, whilst rediscyssing the Jewish issue, makes reference to the re- 
cent experiences of the Jewish people, io¢, Hitler's extermination of 
6 million Jews,.the setting up ef the State of Israel, and the elimin~ 
ation of Yiddish cultural activities in the U.S.S.R. in 1946. Nonethe- 
Xess he dees not seem to appreciate the profound impact these experien- 
ces have had on the Jewish peoples 

I want to dwell primarily en the part dealing with the Socialist Sole 
utione It is important to recapitulate, though briefly,this unprecedented 
histerical event. Merely to state that the Soviet Union in "eliminating 
anti-semitism sees had a tremendous impact on Jews all over the world" 
barely touches the significance of the 1917 revolution, as far as the 
Jews as an oppressed minority were eencerned, Surely this was only one 
aspect of what the young Soviet Union did for the Jewish people, 

(1) For the first time in history a revolutionary movement succeeded 
in removizg, at one stroke, all forms of discrimination, econemic, poli~ 
tical and cultural, by granting the erstwhile oppressed and pogremised 
Jews full and eomplete equality. 

(2) It made possible in the short pericd cf fifteen years the com 
plete transformation af the social, economic and cultural structure of 
Soviet Jewrye 

(2) "livery facility given to them « e « for the developgent of Yid~ 
dish culture." It was net only a contimmation of the old Yiddish cule 
ture, but an unprecedented renaissance, transformation and expansion of 
Yiddis. cultural activities which became "maticnal in form and socialist 
in content', 

(4) Econcmically, it drew masses of Jewish people into the then de- 
veloping industriese Fer those who could not be absorbed in industry, it 
promulgated vast land settlement schemes and brought hundreds of thous- 
ands of Jews into agricukture. Large areas of land were specially allo~ 
cated for Jewish reesettlement, in the Crimea, Ukraine, White Russia 
and the Caucasuse Jewish administrative regions were formed, such as 
Kalindorf, New Zlotopol, Stalindorf, etc.e, where the official lamguage 
in the schools, courts and local government was Yiddish. ot 

This economic and social transformation had its immediate and direct 
effect en cultural expansions. Let me quote a report given at a confer~ 
ence »f Jewish cultural workers in 192) (Yevrei v SSSR, Ps 262): "There 
ere functioning in the U.S.S.R. fifty-two Kindergartens, 439 elementary 
schools, fifty-six secondary schools, forty-four technical and four 
pedagogical institutes, all conducted in Yiddish; also four Yidcish 
faculties attached to Universities." At a similar conference in 1928 
the above figures were almost doubled. In 1921, only 21 per cent of Hew 
ish children went to Yiddish schools; by 1932 the figure was 6L per cent. 
There wepe at this time forty-two Yiddish newspapers and periodicals, 
four publishing houses, ten Yiddish state theatres and two theatrical 
schnolse Book publishing in Yiddish experienced a fivefold increase, 
frem seventy-three titles in 1913 to 339 in 1939+ Shalom Aleiehem's books 
in Yiddish resevfrom 220,000 im 1913 to 3,200,000 in 1939¢ Several radie 
staticns gave many hours to Yiddish broadcastse 

On March 28th, 19289 a government decree set aside Biro-Bijan as a 
Jewish Autonomous Region, with a view to an eventual formation of a Jew~ 
ish Sccialist Republic, in order that it might "preserve a Yiddish Soc~ 
ialist national culture" (Kalinin). 
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It was all this that brought about a situation where "sympathy with 
the Soviet Union was general, and Secialiam as a final solution to the 
Jewish problem was the dominant trend among Jewish workers and many of 
the middle class « « « Whilst Zionism met « « « but with little success"» 
It is in the light of the above-menticned developments that one has to 
consider what happened to Yiddish eulture in the U.S.S.R. in 1948. To 
mention in the same breath those who honestly and sincerely question the 
forced elimination of Yiddish culture in the U.S.S.Re, with those who 
Slander the U.S.S.R. and accuse her of practicing anti-semitism, is 4 
sleight of hand which encourages the slenderers and bitterly cffends the 
friends of the 

let me say clearly and unequimocally that there can be no doubt that 
@ process of integratien is taking place in the Soviet Union, that many 
Jews, particularly of the younger generation, neither speak nor under~ 
stand Yiddish and have adopted Russian as their mother tongue. No Social- 
ist should oppose such a natural process of integration, But what about 
the three million who flocked to the Yiddish concerts given sporadical~ 
ly in the U.S.S.Re in 1957 (a f igure given by Danilov, Vice-Minister 
for Culture, to the French-Jewish delegation in February, 1958)? Why 
should these millions, or even thousands, be denied full facilities to 
publish, speak, see plays, in what is still their mother tongue, namely 
Yiddish ? 

Let us analyze Comrade Ramelson's arguments in this mattere 
Ae “That administzative measures were taken in 1948 to close down Jewish 

cultural institutionse" 

I can cniy assume that by “administrative measures" he means the un~ 
just and illegal acts involwing the complete elimination of all Yiddish 
cultural activities, together with almost all their outstanding repre— 
sentatives,Dces not the reestablishment of Socialist legality after the 
Twentieth Congress demand the full rehabilitation and correction of these 
injustices and illegalities committed during the "cult of the individual” 
period ? Apparently that would be too simple an answer =~ so Comrade Ramel~ 
son must find other reasons to justify the "status quo". 

B. "Segregation in the Ghettoes ¢ « ¢ created a specific Yiddish culture 
depicting Ghetto lifes" 

How abysmally ignorant the above argument ise Those who have any know- 
ledge of this literature will tell you that it was despised by the rich 
Jews and the Jewish clerics, who referred to it as the "skivvy" of lit~ 
erature, and the gutteral of the tailors, the cobblers, the carpenters, 
the artisans and the very poore The rich and the educated spoke Hebrew 
er the country's languages This gave a special charcter and poignancy 
to Yiddish, It became a weapon of the working class and poor Jews, em~ 
braced and loved by them, sinking deep into their consciousness and dai~ 
ly lifes Ghetto language indeed § One may as well call Negro culture in 
the UeSeA. a Ghetto culture, 

Ce "Wherever the Ghetto walls were broken down as in Western Europe and 

America = Yiddish ceased to develope" 

Yet there are still three daily newspepers, three Yiddish theatres, 
sceres of journals, amateur theatrical groups, choirs, Yiddish secondary 
schools and Yiddish faculties at the universities in the U.S.A. Similar= 
ly in France, the argentine ~ not to mention the New Democracies, ices 
Poland, Rumania, where one would hardly say that the "ghetto walls" had 
not been broken down, 

De With the further development ef Socialism « « » Yiddish eeasas to be 

a living tongue e « « and rapidly crumbles-" 
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It would appear that up to 194€ Yiddish was a living language, and 
that overnight it ceased t% be so, by "administrative measures". To 
quote the President of the Zionist Organization in support of this theory 
is the measure of the barkruptcy of evidence available to Comrade Ram 
elsone The integration which Goldman bemoans and the "survival" he is 
hoping for has nothing in comnon with socialist ideas, We do not want 
the survival of the "love of Zion" or of the culture of the rabbis and 
clericss This is precisely the kind of "survival" which the Yiddish- 
speaking workers fought against, using Yiddish cultural expression as a 
weapone 
E, "The breaking=up of concentrated communities .« « « brought about a 

speeding up of the process of integration." 

There are 500,000 Jews in Moscow, 0,000 in Kiev, Odessa, Minsk, 
25,000 in Vilnos Considering that there are about 8 million Jews in the 
UeseSeRey Ccne would hardly call these considerable comnunities a "break~ 
ing-up"of concentration. 

Fo "Justification given for these measures (elimination of Yiddish) is 
that there was not sufficient demand for it to justify such under~ 
takings." 

Yet further on the same page Comrade Ramelson states that "neither 
financial cost nor relative smallness of the population of a nationality 

can seriously be considered as an obstacle to the application of this 
principle" = namely "the Marxist approech to national cultures is not 
only to permit, but to facilitate by every possible means, the fostering 
and development of all national cultures," 

But then Comrade Ramelson goes on to argue: "As we have seen, the 
Jews are not a nation; Yiddish therefore cannot be treated as a national 
culture. 

How devoid this argument is of Leninist principles on the question 
of nations and languages. "He who does not acknowledge and defend the equal- 
ity of nations and Lanenees he who does not fight against all forms of 
nati oppression or inequality, is not a Marxist or even a Democrat," 
(Lenin on the Jewish Question, p.ll,) Lenin does not speak of the equality 
of national languages, but of nations and languages, No Marxist would 
claim that the Jews in the Soviet Union were at any time a nation; yet 
if al) facilities and help were extended to their culture and language 
between 1917 and 198, what change has taken place in their status after 
1948 to warrant the cessation and elimination of this culture? Does not 
the fact that 3 million flocked to Yiddish concerts, the existence of 
seventy-two Yiddish writers, poets, dramatists, the emergence of twenty 
young Yiddish writers (products of the Yiddish schools of 1936) prove 
that there is a demand for its continuation? Of course we should wel- 
come the considerable translations from Yiddish into Russian of very many 
books, Yet I have not came across a coherent Marxist argument why these 
books, originally written in Yiddish, should never see daylight in their 
original tongue, nor why Yiddish Soviet writers should have their novels, 
stories and poems published (in Yiddish) by left-wing publications in 
capitalist countries (U.S.A. and France) and not in their country of or 
igin, the USSR. 

G. "The question is raised whether Marxists attempt by artificial means 
to delay this historical process . . « of complete cultural integra- 
tion," 

Surely this is putting the question on its head, I would rather stand 
it up on its feet. Should Marxists attempt by artificial means to elimi- 
nate a living culture and language, by “administrative measures", instead 
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of allowinf the natural process of cultural integration to take its nate 
ural course ? Particularly when Jewish religious practice and organiza~ 
tion is permitted in the U.S.S.R. as a right, why should not Yiddish sece 
ular culture and Jewish communal organizations of a secular and socialiat 
character enjoy similar rights 7? 

There is no doubt that the problem is being discussed and considered 
in the U.S.S.R. It is a problem which has been raised again and again by 
every progressive Jewish delegation which has visited the U.S.S.R. since 
1955 Furthermore, there seems to be general support among Soviet writ~ 
ers for the rehabilitation of Yiddish, its publications, theatres, news— 
papers, etce Of six such delegations which have visited the U.S.S.R. 
since 1955, almost all have had varying promises made to them: 

A. That a newspaper would soon be re-started, 

By. That a Yiddhsh Theatre would be revived. 

C. That a Yiddish Almanac would be issues, and book publications 

resumeds 

So far, these have remained promises; it is urgent and high time they 
were turned into reayitye. Let us remove this weapon from the hands of 
the enemies of the S§viet Union and of socialisme Let us counter the per- 
nicious Zionist and reactionary propaganda by reaffirming our belief in 
socialism as a final solution to the Jewish question, and let us make it 


once again "the dcminant trend among the Jewish workers and many ef the 
middle class", 
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COMMITTEE EXHIBIT NO. 30 


List of delegates to the 17th National Convention of the Communist Party 
who were delegates from the Northern District of the Communist Party of 
California : 


Mickey Lima Ralph Izard Saul Wachter 
Roscoe Proctor Joseph Figueiredo Douglas Wachter 
Archie Brown Al Richmond Juanita Wheeler 


Leibel Bergman—paid his own expenses and attended convention. He was 
not considered a delegate. 
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COMMITTEE EXHIBIT NO. 31 


The National Committee of the Communist Party consisting of 60 people, 25 
elected as delegates-at-large and 35 from specific districts. 
The following are the 25 delegates-at-large : 


James Allen, New York 
Herbert Aptheker, New York 
Philip Bart, New York 

Erik Bert, New York 

Jesus Colon, New York 
Benjamin Davis, New York 
Eugene Dennis, New York 
Elizabeth Flynn, New York 
Simon Gerson, New York 
Gus Hall, New York 
Clarence Hathaway, Minnesota 
James Jackson, New York 
Arnold Johnson, New York 


Geraldine Lightfoot, Illinois 

Hyman Lumer, New York 

Mildred McAdory, New York 

George Meyers, Maryland and District 
of Columbia 

William L. Patterson, New York 

Pettis Perry, southern California 

Irving Potash, New York 

Danny Queen, Illinois 

Al Richmond, northern California 

Mortimer Daniel Rubin, eastern Penn- 
sylvania and Delaware 

Jacob Stachel, New York 


Helen Allison Winter, Michigan 
The following are the members elected by the various districts: 


NEW YORK DISTRICT 


William Albertson 
Michael Crenovich 
Miriam Friedlander 
Betty Gannett 

Paul Robeson, Jr. 
Nathan Rosenbluth 
James Tormey 
Louis Weinstock 


MICHIGAN DISTRICT 
Thomas DeWitt Dennis 
Carl Winter 
INDIANA DISTRICT 
Emanuel Blum 


MINNESOTA DISTRICT 
Sam Davis 


WASHINGTON DISTRICT 
Burt Nelson 


SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA DISTRICT 


Benjamin Dobbs 
Dorothy Healey 
Charlene Mitchell 


ILLINOIS DISTRICT 


Florence Hall 
Sam Kushner 
Claude Lightfoot 
James West 


OHIO DISTRICT 
Fdward Chaka 
Anthony Krchmarek 
WISCONSIN DISTRICT 
Fred Blair 


OREGON DISTRICT 
Norman Haaland 


SOUTH DISTRICT 
Louis Burnham (deceased) 
Hunter Pitts O'Dell 
John Stanford 

NORTHERN CALIFORNIA DISTRICT 
Mickey Lima 
Roscoe Proctor 
Juanita Wheeler 
NEW JERSEY DISTRICT 

Patrick Toohey 


EAST PENNSYLVANIA AND DELAWARE 
Thomas Nabried 


NEW ENGLAND DISTRICT 
Homer Bates Chase 


MARYLAND AND DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
Jacob Green 


MISSOURI DISTRICT 
Morris Childs 
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PRUSSION EXHIBIT NO, 1 


INITIAL REPORT ON BASIC PROGRAM 
(Report of James S. Allen for the Initiating Committee on Program to the NEC, 
May 9, 1958) 


In this initial report your Ad Hoo Cammittee is not presenting you with an outline 
for a program, nor with component parts of a draft program. Later in the report 
we will have sane suggestions on how to proceed with a systematic examination 

of the many problems that must be considered in preparing a draft. 


The main problem of the program is to make the Socialist perspective meaningful 
in American terms, to cambine Marxist-Leninist theory with American reality. 
The problem is not new. Neither the C, P. nor any of the preceding socialist 
organizations ever had a completely worked out written basic program. But from 
the earliest pioneer socialist groups to the present time, American Marxists 

have grappled with the problem of how to open the road to Socialism in the United 
States. Nothing ever stands still -- neither the theory nor the American and 
world reality. Thus, while the problem itself is not new, it constantly presents 
itself in a new setting. 4 


The tempo of world change <- of the transition to socialiem and decline of in- 
perinliem -- makes it imporative for us, if we are to fully revive the Party and 
set it om its propor course, to tackle this problem with vigor. 


In pondering the question of how and where to begin a systematic work of prepara- 
tion, of how to find a start this time that will carry through to a successful 
conclusion, your committee thought it appropriate to re-examine same of the 
basic concepts about the transition to socialism in the now world reh tion of 
forces, It may seom at first that we are going ovor old ground, instead of 
tackling the down-to-earth questions and estimates of present devcolopmonts upon 
which the socialist perspective must be erectod. But it is our fooling, confirmed 
by the failure of our previous efforts to launch the program proparations, that 
there would be little chance for success in this new effort unless wo wore able 
to establish fram the outset a unified view, or at least a community of think- 
ing, with rospect to the central concepts of the road to socialism in the presont 
world context. This is nocossary because tho ro-cxamination of some of the basic 
Marxist-Leninist concopts in the light of the new experiences of the past decade 
has lod to a certain disoriontation omong use Thero have arison distortod and 
one-sided interpretations, eithor of o revisionist or dogmatic charactor. We 

have had plenty of trouble on both sides, and wo are still trying to gain clarity 
on many questions affocting current policy os woll as longerange perspectivo. 

But in order to arrive at corroct positions, wo must strive consciously to got 

rid of remnants of revisionist thinking, without falling into dogmatic positions 
or closing the door to fresh and oxploratory thinking about our problems. Wo 
should approach the tasks of tho program with a view to unifying the Party on 

tho basis of clear, unequivocal and preciso positions. 


With this in mind, we propose to examine now same of the key concepts that must 
enter into program, namely: (1) the concept of our road to socialism, (2) the 
concept of peaceful transition, and (3) the concept of transitional goverment. 


We take as our starting point the new relation of world forces in favor of 
socialigm, the consequent new possibilities for transition to socialism in a 
period characterized by sharp competition between the two world social systems, 
and the strengthening of the world peace forces. We also discuss these basic 
concepts within the framework of the new possibility for extended peaceful co- 
existence, which derives from the relation of forces to which I have referred. 
(It ie planned to prepare a separate disoussion on the world role of American 
imperialiem and the struggle for peace, with special emphasis upon the new 
problems of foreign policy arising in the present period.) 


To sane it may appear that the issue of socialiem for this country is too remote 
to require extended discussion. But the issue no longer oan be considered "long 
range” in the old sense. One billion people now live in Socialist countries, 

while other vast sectors of humanity are about to open the road to socialiam in 
their countries in the process of current development. This alone requires that 
the American people, particularly the working class, gain a better understanding 
of what socialiam means, in order to overcome the “oold war" propaganda and to 

fight effectively for peace. 


2386 COMMUNIST PARTY—NORTHERN CALIFORNIA DISTRICT 


Purthermore, the fight for extended peaceful coexistence takes place within 

the framework of sharp competition between the two world systems, in which 
socialiem as a system of society is showing its superiority in many basic ree 
spects. The impact of this upon the American people will grow, as socialist 
successes continue and as the general crisis of our society becomes deospor.. 
Already the impact of this competition is felt with respect to many damestio 
issues, such as unemployment, rate of economic growth, health, education, and 
science, A new standard of measurement has arisen; How far are we behind, how 
far ahead, of the Soviet Union on this or that question. In the cold wr 
propaganda, this is presented negatively, as a threat to the country. But the 
challenge of socialiam has great positive potentials for our country, once the 
people begin to understand that here too socialism is required for the well- 
being and survival of the nation. As long as we remain capitalist, we cannot 
be successful in the peaceful campetition of the two systems. Our country will 
have to take the road to socialism in order to campete successfully, so that it 
can make ite full and proper contribution to progress, in a world at peace, 


I, CONCEPT OF THE ROAD TO SOCIALISM 
Need for A Definition ef our Goal 


The experience of the postwar years has shown a great diversity among various 
countries on the road to socialism. Much is to be learned from a study of this 
rich historical experience, for it provides many insights into the process of 
historical change. For one thing, it has shown that each country finds the 
road to socialism in its own way, in accordance with its national characters 
istios, traditions, and institutions. The concept “our road to socialism" 
challenges us to get down to a basic examination of the concrete American 
reality to a degree we have never before attempted, 


When we speak of “our road to socialism" we must have clearly in mind the goal 
toward which we strive. For amidst all the variety and miltiplicity of forn, 
socialiam as a system of society has an essence which distinguishes it from 
capitalism. What, after all, is meant by socialiam? The question must be 
answered clearly, if we are to chart the road in the proper directions 


It is all the more important to provide a clear answer because, under the im 
petus of the new world changes and under the impact of the successes of the 
Socialist world, socialiem is coming more and more under discussion in this 
country. All kinds of concepts are being brought forth. For example, in the 
recently published symposium, Toward a Socialist America, which contains some 
excellent contributions and which is an “Important reflection of the new in- 
terest in socialiem, there is, however, a preponderance of evolutionary and 
reformist approaches, Many of these were common to our old Socialist movement 
before World War I, while others can be classed with the "new phase* reformis, 
modelled after John Strachey, 


Post-Office socialiam, municipal socisliam, public ownership or public authore 
ity socialism, Christian or moral socialism, socialism by constitutional law, 
as well as the nower versions of capitalism growing into socialism, aro to be 
found here. No doubt, this is a faithful reflection of the thinking 


these views of what sooialiam means find a certain support in a rather 
misleading interpretation of the new Communist approach in the present 
They are encouraged particularly by the "new" revisionism which inter- 

to socialism” to mean a road different in essentials fram all 

oe lease so unique because of peculiar American conditions as 
in any which way, ending up in same nebulous form of mixed society 
sable in socialist terms. Theirs has been a completely mislead 
istorted version of the perspective opened up by the now world changes, 

summarized at the 20th Congress. 


socialist-minded people in this country, with whom Cammnists should seek united 
action on many questions despite ideological differences, 

Mary 

loose 

per 

prets 

other 

to 1 

whish 
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Definition by Other Parties 


"road to socialiem" was discussed at the 20th Congress under 
of Transition to Sooialiem in Different Countries." Note, 

@ disoussion of different roads to socialism. It was a dis- 
ef forms of transition in different countries, depending 
characteristics, What they referred to were the different 

class was able to win state power, the variety in 
orship of the proletariat, and the different tempo at 
formation of society may be carried eut in the various 
of the economy. As a result of the radical changes in the wrld arena, 
Congress saw new prospects for sceialia and also the probability that 
in various countries there would arise even more forms of 

& great multiplicity of formes 


cussion is the idea that tho basic features of the road to 
ialiem as a system of socicty are similar, although the 
This was brought out explicity by various participants at 
ies, notably the Chinese, after the Congress. 
of forma, however, directed attention to the new 
in world relations. It was needed to unfreese 
to remove subjective obstacles to the freer 
‘oes e There had to be a break 
with the old rigidity, formalies and doctrinairias if the new opportunities for 
the turn in the world situation, were to 


the Polish crisis and the counter-revolu- 

furthor assesement, particularly of the 
relationship between the common sooialist road and what was different in the 
road to sooialiam for various countries, for a more explicit statement of this 
Pelationships The break with dognatiem and all manner of mechanical transfer- 
ence of forms and tempos from one country to another could not be permitted to 
serve as ground for the rise of revisioniem, and thus facilitate the work of 
world reaction, 


In this respect, the Chinese Party, which has operated within tho greatest di- 
versity of form and has added much that is new and unique to Marzism-Leninien, 


of the proletariat since its inception, Limiting ourselves to the question 
erns us at the moment, the Chinese formulated what they considered to 
be the common road to sooialiem, the basic features of this transformation, 
of the actual historical experience. They developed the 
ics of the relation between the common road and the concrete national 
ios, which they showed to be a dynamic relationship, conditioned 
and internal class rehtions as they were 


ies as well, were givon a common expression 
November, which was drawn up in consulta- 
6O parties in nonsooialist lands. We must reject the idea that 
declaration is a revision of the basic approach of the 20th Congress on 
it does is to state more explicitly the 


That is why Gates, 
the Declaration was a step beckwerd from the 20th Congress. 


defined in terms of the universal truths or basic laws 
to be observed in “all countries embarking on a socialist course," no matter 
how greatly varied the national characteristics, The 12-Party summation of 
the basic laws emounts to a definition of sccialiem as it has developed and as 
it is growing in the presemt-day world, 


The experience of existing, living socialiem should serve as an excellent basis 
our tion of sooialiaa, properly seen in terms of our needs and condi- 
tions. We are not among those countries embarking ob a sccialiat course, but are 


es socia 
transit 
be realised. 
made a major contribution in its estimtes of the experiences of the dictator- 
deve loping. 
These 
in t 
tion 
this 
forms 
relation betwégn the common road and the different forms, and in doing this the 
Declaration sete up safeguards against a reformist and revisionist interpreta- 
tion of the new posit. 
among others, claimed 
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great variety of experience, If future events reveal new elements or variations 
im substance of the old, there will be time enough to take them into account. 


Toward our Definition of Socialia 


Por purposes of our program, the essential elements of a definition of socialiam 
as a system of society should include: 


1) A goverment led the working class which is guided a Marxist-Leninist 
the various middle classes -- truly a goverment of the people, by the people, 

and for the people. 


2) Public ownership of the basic means of production and the end of class ex- 
ploitation, making possible production for use instead of for profits 


3) Public, social planning for full utilization of our resources and productive 
forces for the welfare of the people. 


4) Development of the fullest economic and political democracy for the people, 
while safeguarding socialist socoiety against obstruction and sabotage by unrecon- 
structed capitalists, 


5) Abolition of all forms of oppression and discrimination against the Negro 
people and mtiond minority groups within the country, outlawing of all acts 
of race prejudice and anti-Semitiem, and the abolition of all exploitation and 


national repression of other nations whether as colonies or as otherwise depen- 
countries 


6) Working-olass internationaliam in the interests of permanent world peace, 
mutual aid in socialist development, and special aid to countries formerly 


exploited by U.S. monopoly. 


The first element -- working-class goverment or, in Marxist terminology, 
dictatorship of tho proletariat -- is the indispensable prerequisite for a social- 
ist transformation. Instead of a goverment led by the capitalists, a govern- 
ment led by the workers; this is the distinctive political characteristic of the 
change-over from capitaliam to socialism. This is the essence of the change in 
state power, quite apart from the form of such a goverment, which in our coun- 
try would have the characteristics of our national development and political 
institutions, 


Experience has also shown that for the working olass to play this liberating 
role and lead the nation it needs a vanguard party, which knows how to use 
Marxist-Leninist principles to attain the historic objective. This is quite 
apart from the possibility that there may be other political parties participat- 
ing in such e government, which represent the interests of specific classes and 
strata, or even a political party of anti-monopoly coalition, 


This first element has proved to be the main distinguishing mark between the 
position of revolutionary Marxism and reformiem, in its various expressions, 
Traditionally, Social-Democracy has rejected the idea of the dictatorship of the 
proletariat. Evolutionary socialists, in this country and elsewhere, have viewed 
the bourgeois-democratic state as the medium through which socialiam oan be 
legislated, from above. As we shall see later, revolutionary Marxists have 
modified their view on how the state is to be transformed to serve socialian, 
but this modification has nothing in common with the reformist concept of the 
state as an institution above society. The new-phase revisioniam dm ies the 


at @ preliminary stage of development. Yet, in seeking to chart our road to 
socialism, we are in a much better position than the Marziats in the period 
before the Great Russian Revolution, munich pionesred the road, or than we mare 
before World War II, before a mmber of countries took that road, We can define 
‘the socialist goal on the basis of a broad range of experience in various 
countries, ‘That goal is not the specific form of socialiam as developed, 
according to their conditions and needs, in the Soviet Union, China, @ any 
other scoialist country. The socoialist goal has to be defined in terms of the 
essential oharacteristios of socialist society as it has developed amidst a 
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walidity of the dictatorship of the proleteriat in any form, sees no use for 
@ vanguard party, and sees socialiem as a higher, democratic phase of same kind 
of organized capitelism. 


The second element expresses the essential change in the structure of society 
that is brought about by socialism. The speed and the extent of such a change 
in structure is « veriable factor, depending upon the specific correlation of 
forces, Small-scale production on a private ownership basis, small business 
in trade and services, and privately owned family-sized farms, for example, 
may contime for seme time after the nationalization of the big monopolies by 
@ socialist goverrment. In fact, the way things are in this country, socialism 
oan resoue the middle strate fran sure obliteration by monopoly, and offer then 
@ long period of adjustment and gradual, stepeby-step socialist transformation. 
China provides a waluable lesson in this respect. 


Bere again we should distinguish between public ownership in the reformist con 
ception and real socialist collective omership. In this country, we have many 
forms of municipal ownership of public utilities and also Federal ownership of 
power dams, arsenals, and the atomic energy industry, In the reformist concep- 
tion, these are already elements of socialism which will mature into full 
socialism. According to this idea, no class struggle is essential, no vanguard 
party, no change in the state. Every new goverment intervention in the 
econemy, as in the regubtion of utility rates or the rate of interest or in 
price fixing, is greeted as still another element of socialism, bringing ovor 
closer the inevitable growing out of socialism from capitalism. All these forms 
of goverment intervention in the economy serve the interests of monopoly, 
whether they appear as concessions to the popular forees or as direct givoeawnys 
of national resources to the corporations, as long as monopoly is able to control 
the goverrment without let or hindrance, Only a working class govermmont can 
assure the permanent utilization of resources for the people, 


Another trend is today arising among reformists and social-democrats, In the 
neme of liberty and free econamic activity, they are retreating fram their trade- 
tional domand for public ownership, even in its acoustaned evolutionary garbe 
The British Labor Party took this backward step when it retreated fram the 
nationalizntion demand at its recent Congress, and the Austrian and West Gorman 
Social-Democrate have just followed suit. This may be a way to seck the good 
graces of American monopoly and its State Department, but it is a sure way to 
widen the gap evon further between the Right-wing Sooial-Democrats and the 
working class, We do not dismiss the fight for various forms of public owner- 
ship and goverrment controls, but under specific conditions in response to the 
needs and struggles of the masses, about which more lator. 


The third element -- social planning -— stressos the fact that for the first 
time in our country it will be possible for society to control economic forces 
instead of being controlled by them. Socialism is a full-amployment socicty. 


Reformiste point to certain elements of planning which undoubtedly do exist 
under capitaliam, eapecially within our highly co-ordinated monopoly structure, 
to sustain their evolutionary, “post-office” concept of socialism, But the 
essential characteristic of cepitalian is its anarchy, the sharp contradictions 
which generate economic crises and the danger of war and make impossible the 
rational utilization of science and technology. This is nowhore more apparent 
than in our country of great kmow-how, mastery of technique, high level of labor 
skills, and gigantic productive plant. At this level, planning by 2 socialist 
govormment oan do away with poverty, unemployment, the great gap in income dis- 
tribution, depressed and underdeveloped areas almost overnight. 


The fourth element of our definition emphasizes that the limited democracy won 
under capitaliem by the struggles of the people throughout our history will be 
expanded and deepened to include, for the first time, real econanic democracy 
and people's government on a scale never had here before. At the same time, we 
would be ignoring the lessons of history if we did not allow for the nocessary 
function of safeguarding scoialist society fram counter-revolutionary attempts. 
To what extent such functions will be brought to bear will depend upon the overt 
actions of the capitalists thenselvos, upon their submission to the popular will 
and the verdict of our historical development. We have no way of knowing undor 
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what conditions a socialist goverment will operate in this country. However, 
our program must build upon the democratic gains already won, Those democratio 
guarantees which have proved their worth in ovr history rhould be retained and 
strengthened under socialist democracy == such ae habeas corpus, juy trial, 
right to strike, etc, Our progr-m wil hsve to develop the concept of socialist 
G@emocracy in ell its aspects to show that in essence the pecple replace the rich 
din governing the country, in the work of local and state govermments, 1n all the 
mass media of cultvre, and in the management of industry. 


For the present, wo will not discuss further points 6 and 6, which obviously 
are necessary elements of the definition. Those,as well as the other elements 
mentionod, wiil have to be explered in depth as work on the program proccedse 
We havo not attempted to givo a final definition, but oniy the elements that 
soem indispensable. They can no doubt be improved, in concopt as weil as in 
formulations 


All these elements, taken together and developed over a more or less extended 
period after the shift to workingeclass power, constitute the oscential require. 
ments of socialist society as we know it, and, as far as we now know, wuld 
find expression also in socialism under American conditions, Any of these 
elemonts taken singly does not constitute socialism, For oxample, without 
working-class and peoples’ goverment, public owmership and etate controls over 
production could operate in favor of monopoly. And it is inconcoivable that 

@ socialist govermment couid be gained in this country without the alliance 
with the working class of the Negro people, the farmers, and all the middie 
sectors opposed to monopoly -= an alliance which would be expressod in the 
Socialist govermment itself. 


The inadequacy of many of the definitions of socialism now current stems fran 
their emphasis upon one’ or more separate elements of socialist society, without 
seeing the development as a whole, This is tho fault, for oxamplo, with the 
definition of socialism given in the credo of the Mont Review, which sees 
only two fundamental characteristics: “first, public ownership of the decisive 
sectors of the economy, and second, comprehensive planning of production for 
the benefit of the producers thamsolves." It might be said that once those were 
obtained, the other socialist elements would follow; but it is precisely in 
odtaining these that the working-class goverment is decisive. Furthermore 

the basic shift in state power cannot be achieved without tho stratogis alliance 
between the working class and all anti-mohopoly sectors, which must be built up 
during the entire preceding period. It is often the failure to comprehend this 
that accounts for the remoteness of some Socialist groupings in this country 
from the actual class struggles 


Ths, it is necessary to have a comprehensive definition of what wo mean by 
socialism, so that all other positions now current can be evaluated properly, 
in the interest of clarity of discussion and with a viewtoconvincing other 

advocates of socialism that this is the ccrrect approaches 


The Road is American 


The definition of our socialist goal is not an abstract exercire but, as we have 
seen, involves many questions of current interpretation end policye Our concept 
of the goal must of necessity also affect our concept of the rcad we want to 
chart. For, while defining tho basic elements of socialism as a systom of socie 
ety, we need to maintain and dovelop the positive emphasis upon tho conereto 
conditions of our country, which is so strongly implied in the concept of "ow 
road to socialism." The goal, and tho road to it, has to be seen in terms of 
American reality, within the given context of world rolations,. 


We should understand that this concept does not carry within it the rejection 
of what is common to all roads to sooialiam, It rejects only the mechanical 

imitation of the forms and methods that proved successful in other countrios, 
instead of critically evaluating their experiences in order to learn fran their 
mistakes as well as their successes what may or may not be valid for us. 


We must work in the context and the idiom of American history, tradition and 
experienc of the class struggle. But doing this, in a country that romains the 
most powerful and expansionist center of world monopoly capitalism, we should be 
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extremely sensitive to the constant internal pressures diverting us fron an 
objective Marxist assessment of events and trends, partioularly the constant 
pressure of opportunism from within the labor movement. This pressure inoreases 
ae monopoly exerts itself to defend its power positions and privileges at home 
and throughout the world, as world imperialism decJines and world socialism 
grows, and partioularly as the internal crisis, economio as well as political 
and social, grows more acute, We cannot meet these pressures effectively if we 
fail to overcome dogmatic or doctrinaire attitudes, Nor, unless we do so, will 
we be able to provide the insights and creative guidance which are required to 
pioneer the path to socialism in a country such as ourse 


II, CONCEPT OF PEACEFUL TRANSITION 


Since 1948, our Party has been advancing the idea of a peaceful, democratic road 
to socialism for the United States, It has beon advocated in the policy reports 
of Comrade Dennis, in the writings of Comrade Foster, and in the Party program 
of 1954, The latest official pronouncement of this perspective is contained in 
the preamble to the Party Constitution, which wes approved at the 16th National 
Conventions “We advocate a peaceful, democratic road to socialism through the 
political and econamic struggles of the American people within the developing 
constitutional process." 


We tako this as our essentia] starting point in considering the concept of 
peaceful transition. For programmatic purposes, this needs considerable elabe 
oration. To avoid ambiguities of interpretation, it is neccessary to develop a 
clear idea of what is meant by "a peaceful, democratic road," by tho political 
and economic struggles of the American people," and by "the developing constitu- 
tional process." 


The requirements of clarity on this question are these: 


1) The clear-cut affirmation of the working-class interost, and the interests 
of the entire mation, in seeking to achieve the transition fram capital ism to 
socialimm, which is a social rovolution, by poaceful meanse 


2) To make clear the strugglos requirod at all times, beginning with the hero 
and now, to establish and safeguard the preroquisites for a peaceful transition. 
This is the most important link betweon the present phase of struggle and coming 
phases along the road to socialiam, 


3) To take fully into account the disposition to violont rosistance to 

which is present in our ruling monopoly circles and their arrogant defense of 
class privileges,as shown by our history and by current conflicts, and therefore 
the neod of the working class and its poople's anti-monopoly allios to build up 
their a ganizod mass strongth, so that the will of the people shall be realized. 


Seen in this light, the concept of peaceful transition is dynamic, a concept of 
class struggles and strategic alliances aimed at monopoly and carried out in the 
interests of the entire nation. In that sense, the struggle for socialism is 
on now. We cannot present the question as if the favorable world trend toward. 
socialism amounts to a guarantee of peaceful transition as is sometimes done, 
although this trend enhances the possibility of a peaceful transition in our 
country, providing the American people take advantage of the opportunity. There- 
fore, when we project the perspective of a peaceful transition, and even present 
this as an historic aim and duty, we should always begin with and return to the 
necessity of the struggle to win and preserve the prerequisites for such a devel- 
opments The working clase and its anti-monopoly allies, in the process of build- 
ing up their alliance and gaining the support of the people as a whole, will have 
to fight monopoly in order to keep open and broaden the democratic channels 

the constant trend by monopoly to roginent our society and militarize the 
state, Without such a struggle, the aim of "peaceful transition" is meaningless; 
moreover, it may become decoptive. 


What is of ioulkr importance here and now is to guard against a sloganized 
concept of ceful transition” that ignores its revolutionary content, and has 
the effect of stifling the will to struggle which is eo precious to the working 
class and a working-class vanguard partye Peaceful transition is a rovolutionary 
procese that requires revolutionary Marxist leadership, and a fine fighting 
mottle on the part of all anti-monopoly forces. 
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Discussion of the Question by other Parties 


The cevelopment of this question by other Communist parties, in theory as well 
as in practice, is extensive, and we cannot here review the matter in its 
entirety» I will only touch on certain aspects of the question that may throw 
some light on our approachs 


At the 20th Congress, the possibility of peaceful transition was seen as arising 
from the favorable world situation now developing -- that is, the further growth 
of socialiem and the deoline of imperialiam. It was discussed in relation to 

the probability that new forms of transition to socialism would make their 
@ppearance, as more countries take this pathe And these new forms of transition, 
according to the 20th Congress, because of the shift in the balance of forces 
toward socialiem, "need not be associated with civil war under all circumstances," 


The first thing to note about this approach is that peaceful transition is not 
placed as a law of social development. That is the significance of treating 
peaceful transition in the category of "form." The basic historic process of 
our epoch is the transition to socialism, This may take place in diffcrent 
ways, peaceful or non-peaceful, depending upon the specific correlation of 
forcese 


As has alwys been the case, whether the transition is violent or not depends 
upon the methods used by the ruling classes to resist necessary sooial change 
and override the will of the people. What is new is the correlation of forces 
on a wor’4 scale favorable to socialism, national libcration from imperialism, 
and peace. This relationship of forces sets up obstacles to imperialist inter- 
vention against nations taking the road to progress, while people's goverments 
are able to count upon support from the socialist world. The froedan of action 
of imperialiem has been seriously delimited by the riso of a world system of 
socialist countries, with the Soviet Union as one of the two great world powors, 
the accelerated orumbling of the imperialist colonial system, and the deeper 
etage of the general crisis of capitalism. Acoordingly, if the working class 
is able to lead the people's forces for the historic task it may be possible in 
& mmber of countries to effectively forestall and prevent violence from the 
exploiting classes, and thus to remake society without civil wor. 


In the discussion of now forms of transition which may be carriod through with- 
out violence the emphasis is upon the parliamontary road, But this is soen 
within the context of a revolutionary transformation of society, as distinguished 
fram the reformist concopt of this roade It is necessary to have this distince 
tion clearly in mind, in view of the disposition in somo Left circles to give a 
reformist or neoerevisionist reading to the 20th Congresse Considerable atten- 
tion was devoted there, as well as in the discussionby other parties, to this 
distinction, particularly as it pertains to the leading role of the working 
clase and of the vanguard party, the attitude to state power, class struggle and 
class alliances, the attitude towards reform and the maturing of socialist con- 
sciousness. As Mikoyan put it; "It should be remembered that revolution -- 
peaceful or not peaceful <= will always be revolution, while reformism will 
always remain a fruitlose marking of time." And Togliatti, citing the record 
of reformiem during the past four decades, made two points well worth emphasis 
in hie report to the 8th Congress of the Italian Party: 


1) "It 4s the revolutionary struggle and the victories won in this struggle that 
have opened a democratic way for the advance toward socialism,” 


2) “Experience proved that even to follow the road of demoorntic legality, a 
revolutionary leadership is necessary." 


Togliattie made another point to which I should like to oall attention, since it 
also serves to infuse the concept of the parliamentary road with the necessary 
dynamism, class contont and militant elan, without which it would lose its 
revolutionary significance. He points out that all roads to socialism are demo- 
cratic, even non-peaceful roads, for they entail a transformation the essence of 
which is economic and political democracy on a scale nover experienced before. 

Is it not true that sharp clase struggles fought by the workers for their damands, 
or militant campaigns for Negro rights fought against vigilantes and White 
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Citizens Councils, are democratic in aim and content? We see that all demo- 
cratic struggles are not necessarily peaceful, and we should not seek to equate 
the two. We should make clear, first, that socialism means democracy infused 
with the deepest economic content and extended politically on the broadest scale 
for the people. Secondly, we must make olear that "peaceful transition" means 
essentially the carrying through of the socialist revolution without civil war 
and within the framework of revitalized, strengthened and more representative 
democratic procedures. 


What kind of perspective was developed by other Parties, sane of them much closer 
to the goal, with respect to the parliementary road? This is summed up in the 

12 Party Declaration, which drew upon the extensive discussion in the Italian, 
Indian and other Communist parties since the 20th Congress. The prerequisites 
which they consider have to be fought for to open such a road and to keep it open, 
are as follows; 


a) a united working olass, headed by its vanguard, which 


b) leads a “populer front or other workable forms of agreement and political 
cooperation between the different parties and public organization,” which is 
capable of 


oe) uniting the majority of the people for the winning of state power without 
civil war and with the aim of ensuring public ownership of the basic mans of 


production, and also providing 


4) the working class is able to defeat the opportunist elements favoring campro- 
mise with the capitalists. 


Given these prerequisites, the working class together with its allies oan open 
the peaceful parliamentary road to socialiam by: 


a) defeating the reactionary forces, 
b) secure a firm majority in parliament, 


ce) “transform parliament from an instrument serving the olass interests of the 
bourgeoisie into an instrument serving the working people, 


4) “launch a nom-parliamentary mass struggle, smash the resistance of the 
reactionary forces, and 


e) “oreate the necessary condition for peaceful realization of socialist 
revolutions" 


Purthor, these conditions can be won only by “broad and ceaseless development of 
the class struggle of the workers, peasant masses and the urban middle strata 
against big monopoly capital, against reaction, for profound social reforms, for 
peace and socialism.” 


It willbe seen, first, that they view the possibility of realizing the peaceful 
parliamentary road in terms of working-class leadership and of the fullest invol- 
vement of all the people's forces in the struggle against monopoly, and not 
merely as a struggle within a parliomentary body. Secondly, they allow for a 
wide range in the form of political coalition and popular organization in the 
struggle far a parliamentary majority, Third, they consider a high levol of 
socinlist consciousness necessary, as implied in winning the majority of the 
people to the aim of public ownership of the basic means of production, and the 
defeat of opportunist compromisers with capitaliams. 


We should also note the important modification with respect to the classical 
Marxist concept of "smashing" the former state apparotus as a condition of the 
transition to socialism, In the new concept, the parliamentary institutions 
ere to be retained, although not necessarily without structural reform, but are to 
be transformed into institutions serving the working peoples 
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We should also note that seme kind of transitienal 

socialiem is not excluded, although, as is only correct, it 

& necessity of the agvance toward sosialian, It is implicit 

of different forms of pelitical cooperation, and may arise in the process of 
winning e parliamentary majority, as we shall disouss later, 


This is necessarily @ 

expression of whi the relative pertinancy 

different countriesg In working on our program 

the present level afd aims of the struggle within 

security, demooratié rights and peace; and, second, 

maturity of the wrking class, not primarily in relation to 

countries but dire¢tly in relation to the general level of political maturity 
in the country as & whole. Furthermore, we have te examine for ourselves the 
particular traits, conditions, traditions, social and political formations, and 
pertinent peculiarities of our econemic and state structure, which must enter 
into our considermtion of a peaceful parliamentary road. 


It will be necessary to devote a major part of our program preparation to an ex- 
emination of thg “developing constitutional process," having to do with our 
forms of independent political action, the structure and operations of the party 
system and goverment formations, historic and present trends in relations 
emong the three branches of goverrment, the relation of the Federal 

to state govevymments, approach to the principles of the Constitution and the 
struggle for ¢onstitutional reform, and many other questions, We will have te 
@rew lessons fran the great laber struggles, popular anti-monopoly movements and 
the fight for Negro rights of the past, especially in the recent period. 


However, we gan set dom certain preliminary observations: 
1) The par road is a road of mass struggle, led by the working class, 


against ly, which starts fram the present struggle aga unemployment, 
reaction and the danger of war, and to which is opposed the program of 


for full employment, defense and extension of Negro and democratic rights, and 
extended peaceful coexistence. 


2) To the extent that we advance this struggle, building up the necessary 
strategic alliances between the working class and all the people's anti-monopoly 
forces, to that extent will we approach the establishment of the prerequisites 
for a peaceful parliamentary road to socialiam. 


S) The struggle my go through a mmber of stages, with corresponding political 
formations related to the maturity of the working class and the status of ite 
alliance with the Negre people and the olass allics. 


4) To realize those objectives an ever stronger, wiscr, mass Marxist-Leninist 
party of the working class is required, which will unite in its ranks all beliew 
ers in socialism, 


III, THE CONCEPT OF A TRANSITIONAL GOVERNMENT 


The concept of a transitional goverment is the most important theoretical probd= 
lem of charting our road to socialism. For some time we have had the idea of 
such a goverment, defined as an mti-monopoly coalition goverrment, led by 
labor, which would operate a program aimed at delimiting the power 2f monopoly, 
extending social legislation on behalf of labor and the peoplo, defonding and 
broadening full Negro rights and democratic liberties, and safeguarding peaceful 
coexistence. This would not be a socialist goverment, but would open the way 
to socialiam and would therefore be transitional. 


We should retain this concept, but it needs to be elaborated further, particue 

larly with res to (1) the dsvelopaont of a program for limiting the power of 
monopoly, and (2) the nature of the alliances and political farmatims that are 
required for the attainment of such a goverment. 
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The main problem is to define the nature of such a goverrment in terms of a con 
tinuous movement toward socialism, If we try to place it in terms of e stags 

of social development, a goverment corresponding to some form of society in 
between capitalism and socialism, we will make a serious mistake, It is here 
that we tend to stumble, For the concept of an intermediate form or stege of 
society obscures the basic social revolution involved in the transition from 
capitaliam to socialism. Thereby, it also feeds various currents of reformist 
and revisionist thinking, according to which the "postoffice" elements of sociale 
ism will grow into socialism. 


We should view an antiemonopoly people's government as a high point in the 
political struggle for socialism, and not as a stage of society, It is the 
ouimination of a stage of struggle against monopoly, a struggle basically demo- 
cratic in content, and at the same time opens the road to socialism. Ati its 
full devel t, such a transitional goverment would be led by the working 
class, supported by a powerful gathering of all ite allies, which would already 
have socialism as their common goal, although there might be a number of 
political parties with programs of their owns 


If we view the matter in this fashion, transitional govermment does not become 

a substitute for the struggle for socialism, but is a decisive step in that 
direction. It provides not a final goal but a main juncture along the parlio- 
mentary road to socialism where the working class can gather the people's forces, 
in an advanced stage of readiness, for the transition to socialism, within our 
established democratic procedures, improved as the people see fit. At this 
advanced stage of the struggle the people will ak eady have ousted the monopo- 
lists from political power, and themselves will have taken over the goverment, 
The govorrment remains transitional just as long as it may take, within the 
given relation of forces, for the working class to emerge as the leading govern 
ing force, ruling together with its people's allies. For then it would be 
ready to begin the realization of socialist aims. 


This dws not mean that a transitional government which is ready to open the 
Socialist road would be reached directly, in one long treke Or that once there, 
the leap ahead into socialism will necessarily be taken immediately or at top 


speeds That will depend upon many things that we need not try to imagine or 
speculate aboute 


Beyond a general perspective with respect to the socialist potential of our coun- 
try, the program must concern itself mostly with the preliminary phases. There 
may well be a mmber of way stations along the road before a fully developed 
anti-monopoly coalition govermment is attained. Such advances may be expressed 
politically in coalition governments of changing class composition, with dif- 
ferent array of parties, and with a different relation of class forces within 
the coalition. Perhaps there will be a mmber of anti-monopoly coalition govern 
ments before the working class emerges clearly as the leading force in the 
government. Expericnces somewhat along these lines wore seen in Spain before the 
war, and in France and Italy immediately after the war, although the development 
was sot back by imperialist pressures and intorvention. 


We must direct our attontion to what is requirod to build up a people's anti- 
monopoly coalition on the basis of the issues keenly felt by millions, and for 
which they strugglee We must seck to work out a program of cconamic as well as 
political measures against monopoly which will express the aims of an antie 
monopoly coalition, led by labore But our approach to these problems will be 
effoctive only as wo sce them in relation both to the immediate domands and to 
the perspective of our road to socialism, In this respoct, wo must explore the 
kind of basic reform that can be wy under capitalist conditions and that wiil 
at the same time strengthen the anti-~monopoly forces and undormine and weaken the 
powor of monopolye 
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On Basic Social Reform 


A Similar perspective has been raised by a numbor of Communist Parties, in terms 
suiting their own countries, and a considerable debate has taken place among 
them on such questions. On another occasion it may be fruitful to review euome 
of these debates -~ between the French and Italians, for example. I should also 
point out that not all parties adopt the same perspective of the parliamentary 
road. The British Party, for example, in its new program does not seem to 
envision any transitional government, perhaps correctly for Britain in view of 
the Labor governments of the past and the high level of eocialist consciousness 
in that country. Instead, they see a Labor-Communist majority in Parliament, 
with a similar Cabinet, setting out immediately to achieve socialist ains, 


Among the big parties which in this period have very seriously pursued the road 
to socialism via a transitional govermment are the Italian and the Indian. We 
hope soon to have the documents of the Indian Party Congress recently held, 
which we will certainly need to study, in view of their electoral success in 
Kerala and their rapidly growing influence in India as a whole. For the moment, 
let me single out some of the questions which have been disoussed at length by 
the Italians, which should throw some light on the kind of problems we must 
grapple with because they are so far advanced toward their goal. Needless to 
say, I am not advocating for America the Italian Road to Socialism. However, 
some of their disoussions are very suggestive of the line of reasoning we might 
pursue in our own way and in the light of our own problems. 


The Italians propose a people's democratic goverment eas a transitional govern- 
ment that will open the road to socialism, The component programmatic cothtent 
of this concept is (1) structural reform, and (2) democratic legality. ‘The 
latter is attuned to the specific circumstances of the fight to enforco their 
new post-Fascist Constitution, which was won by the struggles of the people in 
the recent period, and which inoorporates important basic social reforms, In 
this respect, our problem is different in content and form, and we will have to 
explore it along other lines. 


I want to direct attention to their concept of "structural reform," for once we 
make due allowances for the wide differences between the countries md the level 
of the working-class movements, the ideas involved here can be useful to use 
What they mean by “structural reform" are the kind of basic social reforms that 
might be associated with a govermmont of anti-monopoly coalition, and the fight 
for such a govermment, in our country. 


As the Italian Communists view them, "structural reforms are not socialism. But 
they represent a transformation of the economic structure which pavos the way 
fo> the advance toward socialism." In other words, the structural reforms they 
advocate correspond to the fight for a people's democratic government in itaiy, 
and constitute its transitional program. 


They have in mind orsentially a general land reform, the expanded participation 
of the workers in the management of industry, and nationalization or demoe 
cratic control of the monopolies. 


In the United States, the only kind of land reform that would involve basic social 
changes applies to the plantation regions of the South, and is tied in witha 
general democratic reform of the South that would raise the general level of this 
region to that of the rest of the country. We have advanced the aim of complet- 
ing the democratic revolution in the South for some time, particularly in 
relation to the Negro freedom struggle as well as the advance of the South as a 
regione This is certainly a key part of any program of basic social reform that 
we would advance in connection with our concept of the government of ant i-monopoly 
coalition, and we must pursue this question further along our om lines. 


With reference to workers' participation in management of industry, the Italian 
Party has for some tim advocated a trade union program (called "Labor Econany") 
which urges structural reforms in management of industry and also in govern- 
ment control of production that goes beyond the simple economic demands of the 
workerse Here, too, I do not mean to draw mechanical perallels. But, under our 
conditions, it might well to worth exploring the idea along the lines of labor's 
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intervention in the policies of industrial management, particularly with respect 
to guarantees of employment, utilization of automated and other new labor-saving 
machinery, the price policy of monopoly, and the utilization of the internal 
capital resources of the big corporations. 


The labor movement here has done some probing in this direction. Reuther, for 
example, in his own reformist fashion, has nibbled at some of these problems -- 
as with the guaranteed annual wage, his recent proposal for price cuts on cars, 
and some timid proposals on labor participation in introduction of automation, 
while retreating on the basic demand of the shorter workday. We have to examine 
these questions carefully, with a view te seeing if we con develop a program 
that goes beyond the simple economic demands, and presents a perspective for the 
trade unions that will tie in the fight fer the immediate economic demands with 
measures aimed at controlling the operation of monopoly in the interests of labor 
and the people. In fact, it is useloss to talk about labor leading an anti- 
monopoly coalition, unless we oan show how labor through its own approach and 
methods of struggle can fight for measures of an anti-monopoly character. 


In this approach, we oan find a real meeting ground for labor and the other anti- 
monopoly sectors of the peoplee Labor has been reluctant to take up leadership 
in the broader fight against monopoly, in the past led by the middle classes 

and the farmers through the so-called trustebusting campaigns, But monopolies 
have found numerous ways, ospecially through the tax system and price-fixing, 

to take back from the people much more than they are forced to give the workers 
in wage increases and fringe benefits. As a result, they have built up large 
capital reserves, which are the accumulation not only of profits from the direct 
exploitation of the workers in the enterprise but also from the wholesale 
robbery of the people through the tax privileges they enjoy and through the 
pricing mechanism. If labor steps into this picture, with the demand to have 
something to say about the utilisation of these reserves and other questions of 
management, it will be able most effectively to forge and lead a broad anti- 
monopoly coalition, inoluding tho farmers and the middle classes, 


We may also learn something of value from the Italians on anti-monopoly reform 
although we must allow, as always, for differences in the structure of monopoly 
in the two countries. 


For sane time we have grappled with the problem of the kind of measures that 
should be advocated to curb, delimit and contro} monopoly power. Today, in 
terms of current policy, this problem is uppermost with respect to the inflated 
price situation, for example, or wholesale bankruptcy of small producers, or 
repossession of installment goods, in the midst of the economic crisis. Some- 
thing new is demanded in the way of anti-monopoly action, that will defend the 
people from the effeots of the economic crisis, Although we have come up with 
some elements of program, we have not solved the basic problem of approach to 
an anti-monopoly program which will be economic as well as political, and which 
will serve as a basis for alliance between the labor movement and the various 
middle class sectors threatened by monopoly. A special study and discussion 
will have to be organised on these questions.e 


Hero I want to call attention to two elements in the Italian approach: (1) demo- 
cratic controls over monopolios, and (2) the concept of “diemantling" certain 
backward and particularly pernicious aspects of the monopoly structure. 


Wo all know how govermment controls under the anti-trust laws, the various regu- 
latory agencies, and goverument-owned projects like the atomic energy industry, 
havo in practice redounded to the benefit of the monopolies and against the 
interests of the peoples We also know that the idea of "dismantling" monopolica 
ie the philosophy underlying the anti-trust laws, and wae even triod on a big 
scale in Germany and Japan after their defeat in World War II. But despite all 
the "dismantling", monopoly power has grown here and has been restored in West 
Germany and in Japan, AJso, the regulatory agencies of the goverment, which 
are supposed to administer utility ratos for the benefit of the people, have 
actually followed the monopoly-dictated policy of high prices, granting one rate 
increase after another. 
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It is obvious, of course, that ae long as these controls are administered by 
goverment agencies under the completo control of monopoly they will function 
exactly in the way they have «= in the intercets of monopoly and ite policy of 
regimenting the entire economy to serve its aims. Are we therefore to conclude 
that nothing can be done, as long as capitaliam exists, to protect the people 
fram wholesale robbery by monopoly? To adopt a negative viewpoint on this 
question would be mistaken, for we would forego the interests of the people as 
consumers as well as wage-workers, and the interests of the very broad and 
extensive middle class strata on the land, in business, industry and the pro- 
fessionse 


The merit of the Italian position is that they approach the problem fram the 
ground of continuous mase struggle to impose the kind of reforms on the state 
that will allow for democratic controls by the unions and other anti-monopoly 
forces over the operation of monopoly, much as we have won labor and social 
reforms here as a result of the pressures of the labor and popular movements. 
Purthermore, in their approach they keep central the aim of defending the prese 
ent and future interests of the middle-class sectors <- their interest now in 
the fight against extinction by monopoly and their interests later under 
socialism. This is the indispensable requirement of an anti-monopoly coalition 
for us, also, We must, therefore, explore carefully and fully the kind of anti- 
monopoly reforms that should be advocated here and the way the fight for then 
should be carried oute 


The question is raised whether the "dismantling" of monopoly is in the long- 
range interest of the working class and of socialism, We kmor the basic Marxist 
distinction between the socialization of production, which is a positive outoome 
of highly developed capital iem, and private appropriation of the values arising 
from the capitalist exploitation of labor, But it is argued that the dismantling 
of monopoly wuld lessen the socialization of labor, without making any signi- 
ficant change in the process of private accumulation. In this view, the demand 
-for "dismantling" is considered retrogressive, in the historical senses 


I would like to suggest for critical exploration a proposition that may perhaps 
clarify this matter and also help crystallize a basic approach on the problem 


of controlling monopoly. 


The proposition involves a distinction betwoen what is permanent in the structure 
of monopoly, and what is transitory. In other words, the distinotion is between 
what cannot be changed in the present system, indeed what we may not want to 
change keeping socialism in mind, and, on the other hand, what can be changed 
now and in the future. What is permanent is the great concentration of produce 
tion together with its advanced technology <= now used to obtain maximm profits 
for monopoly, but which socialism would take over and utilise for the maximum 
benefit of the people. What is transitory is the system of control wer this 
vast productive plant, leading to the extreme centralization of economic power 
in a few peak monopoly groupse Our Marxist studies of the quostion have very 
ably shown the specific form of peak control in tho Rockefeller, Morgan, du Pont 
and other financial interest groups. But we still have to draw programmatic 
conclusions from this, beyond the obvious truth that it will be changed by 
socialism, 


Now, what is transitory in the long run of history, is also subject to prelim 
inary changes in advance, It is not a question of breaking up the vast and 
integrated production units, as big as they may be. We have to direct attention 
to the apparatus of control managed by the big groups of finance capital, which 
cuts across all industrial, financial and commercial linds, and which has been 
erected to manage huge investments, without any regard to their actual produce 
tive functions, It is in this area, the very center of monopoly control, that 
the process of "dismantling" might prove both possible and effective. 


In suggesting this distinction, I do not want to imply that the intricate systen 
of monopoly control, which reaches into all branches of the economy and dominates 
goverment, is sanething extraneous to monopoly capitaliem, It is a very deci- 
sive part of the monopoly seteup, the way of centralizing maximm profits, and 
the center of the political oligarchy. Monopoly will very sealously defend its 
positions in this sphere. But it {6 also the most changeable, the most sensitive, 
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the most vulnerable part of the structure -- with constantly changing inner 
relation of forces as the result of the competition of giants and changes in the 
economic relations, here and abroad, And one or another part of this area has 
always been the target of the popular anti-trust revolts -- whether the bankers 
control of the railroads and the *Soodeprocessing industries, or more recently 
monopoly control of contracts for munitions production. Here also lies the 


center of the monopoly priceefixing mechanism, 


This should be studied and explored. And we should do this not only with a view 
to a progrem for an anti-monopoly transitional govermment. We should also 
elaborate the kind of demands that can be raised in the present situation with 
the purpose of developing anti-monopoly actions and alliances. 


There is much in what I have said, especially in the third section, that is 
tentative and merely suggestive of lines of inquiry and discussion. As you can 
very well see, I have not gone into many other complex problems that arise in 
the process of preparing a basic program, but these must be handled as we go 
alonge However, with respect to the concepts of our road to socialism, peaceful 
transition, and transitional government I have tried to provide an orientation, 
upon which I hope we can all agree, as a base from which woe can proceed to pre- 
pare a program for our road to socialism, 


TV, APPROACH AND PROCEDURE 


Your committee exchanged views on how to leunch the work of systematic prepara- 
tion of programs 


First, a fow words as to general approach. We have to start from an examination 
of the problems of the present phase and of developments and trends now discern- 
ible. Prom an examination of the down-to-earth questions that affect the workers 
and the people as a whole the program must provide a line of solution leading to 
socialism. The socialist solution must be presented as a projection of the 
immediate struggles, class alliances and trends in their development, In other 
words, we do not propose to imagine what a Socialist America will be like under 
whatever conditions may prevail at that time. We oan speak only of the poten- 
tials of a Socialist United Statos, and devote the major part of the program to 
the question of how we are going to get thoree 


Second, there is no model program for us to follow. We shall learn what we can 
from the programs of other Communist Parties, from how they handle this or that 
question, from their theoretical treatment, and from how they solve problems 
similar to our own. But the program will have to be distinctively our own prode 
uct. The work of preparing a program is therefore to be seen as a really major 
task. If we are successful, it will be the first written basic program for this 
country produced by any Marxist group or party. Our main concern has to be to 
give it a solid base and framework so that it oan be of more than passing interest. 
It must become an important instrument for raising the socialist consciousness of 
the workers. 


Third, a draft handed down by a committee, without the broadest consultation and 
disoussion, would be ineffective if not worthless, The Draft Program has to be 

the outoome of study and public discussion at all stages of preparation, the 

outcome of an expanding wave of serious disoussion. But the discussion would be 

in dangor of becoming aimless and even futile, unless it is directed toward 

specific programmatic questions, and is carried out in on organized way. 


Accordingly, we favor a step-by step procedure, along the following lines: 


le The posing of a seriocs of questions, covering the entire rango of program, 
phrased to produce programmatic answers and placed in relation to oach other 
in provisional programmatic sequence, This would amount to a simplo outline, 
to be ueed as a guide for the organization of special study and rosoarch, It 
is proposed to group the program question more or loss under the foll 
headss (1) The unsolved problems of our societys (2) The UeS. world position 
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and tho fight for peace; (3) End want, for a higher standard of living; 

4) Cultural--education, mass communications media, science and the arts; 
5} The dofense and oxtension of democracy; (6) Tho fight against monopoly; 
7) Labor and its allies--trade union movoment, Nogro people, farmers, 
middle strata; (8) Political action and the anti-monopoly coalition governe 
nent; (9) The transition to socialism and the socialist potentials (10) Role 
of the Party. In the working out of the draft, the order may be changed 
considerably. The draft program questions should be ready by the ond of 
May or tho first woek in June. They will be submitted to members of the NC 
and other qualificd people for camment, suggestions and expression of 
interest in working on a specified phase, 


On the basis of these comments and suggestions, the Program Committee is to 
prepare an Analytic Outline, in which a basic approach is already inoor- 
porated, explicitly or implicitly, wherever possible, while controversial 
questions are raised in provisional form, It is hoped to have this ready 
about Labor Day for comment and public discussion, 


The organization of special study and research on the program questions is 
to begin immediately, involving existing Party commissions (like the Negro 
and Economic), specially qualified individuals, and all those able to cone 
tribute. While the Program Committee will have to bear a special responsi- 
bility, the burden of this work should not be restricted to the Committee 
members, nor to the New York area. Special efforts have to be made to 


involve people in many parts of the country. 


As material of substance becomes available on key questions of the program 
it should be published for comment and discussion, It is proposed to set 
aside a special section of Political Affairs for this purpose, under the 
supervision of the Program Camulttee or a subcommittee designated by it. 


The Draft Program Committee should consist of members able to contribute to 
tho formulation of program and willing to take special responsibility for its 
proparationg Its function is to prepare a draft program, for submission to 
the National Committee which has the responsibility for passing on it, and 
submitting it to the Party for discussion and final action at a Party Conven- 
tion. The resident members of the Draft Program Committee shall meet rogue 
larly, organize and guide the work of preparation, consult with the non- 
resident members, and meet together with them whenever possiblo.s 


ACTION ON THE REPORT BY THE NEC 


A general consensus of opinion was recorded that the report provides a basis 
for beginning systematic work on program. 


Decided to present the report to members of the NC and others to be involved 
in program preparation, for information and comment. The question of publi- 
cation of the report was left to the Resident Program Committee, 


Approved the rocommendations of the Initiating Committee for work on the 
programe 


Designated a Draft Program Committees, consisting of: 


Jim We 

Martin Ce. 

Ne Se 

Al Richmond 
Pettis Perry 

Burt Neleon 
Charlene Alexander 


(Please address «11 camment to Draft Program Camnittes, 25 West 26th Street, 
Wow York 10, Me Ye ) 


Jim Allen Gene Dennis 

Herb Aptheker Betty 

Ry lamer George Morris 

Jim Jackson Pat Toohey 

A. Bittelman Claude Lightfoot 

8i Gerson Carl Winter 

Will Weinstone 
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PRUSSION EXHIBIT NO, 3 


PRESS CONFERENCE 
OCT. 27th & 28th, 1956 


Following is an abridged version of report by Al Richmond, on behalf of 
State Board and the management committee: 


HISTORIC BACKGROUND 


ORIGIN: Initial suggestion for launching daily paper on Pacific Coast oame 
from national committee in early 1937, Proposal was enthusiastioally adopted at a 
California conference. National committee envisioned chain of three daily papers - 
ir New York, Chicago and California. (Chicago paper was launched shortly after The 
Pe-ple's World, but gave up the ghost after a year's publication.) 


SITUATION IN 1937: Conditions were favorable for launching daily because: 


1. There was the militent upsurge of the C10 movement in California, with 
Left-maritime unions in the van. 


2. New Deal movement in California was nearing its high tide (resulting in 
election of Olson-Patterson ticket in 1938) 


3. Party had great prestige and influence in labor movement and procressive 
political currents. 


THE CARLY DAYS 


The paper enlisted considerable official labor support, inoluding AFL and 
CIO unions. 


Quite a number of New Deal political figures - some quite fear from the Left - 
participated in various activities on the paper's behalf, 


Paper played a vital, generally recognized role in such mass movements as 
1938 elections, last stages of free-Mooney fight, strikes and organizing drives. 


The oper objectively achieved a united front character because a united 
front did st, in which the party and the Left generally were recognized and 
active components. 


To a greater or lesser extent, depending on turns in the political situation, 
the paper retained this character into the early postwar years, 


COLD WAR 


Vath the onset of the cold war and the attendant essive teria, coupled 
with our own sectarian errors, tne Party became fnoreasingly isolated, ard’ so did 
paper. 


Official labor support declined to the vanishing point, as did expressions 
of support from progressive political figures. The united front character of the 
paper diminished, and was ultimately destroyed because in life the many united 
front relationships of the party and the Left had ceased to exist. 


Situation beoame more acute after outbreak of the Korean war, especially 
after decisions made around the events of June, 195l. 


The Stete Board adopted a policy of a determined fight to maintain the daily 
under those circumstances because: 


1. The paper remained as the sole consistent medium for public expression 
of our views. 


2. The paper represented a principal toehold on a legal status, 


3. Abandonment of this position, under enemy attack, would have grave 
consequences on morale of party and mov e 


4. The paper afforded a channel for exercising leadership when other "normal" 
ohannels wero disrupted or clogged because of the system of leadership established 
in party. 


5. At the onset of this period we still had a relatively adequate ciroulation 
base. (In October, 1950, we published 8,000 daily papers and a shade less than 
17,000 on the weekend, ) 
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As @ negative development in this period, the pressures resulting from the 
fact that the paper increasingly beoame a primary medium for exercising leadership 
in the narrow inner sense tended still further to give the paper the more pronounced 
stamp of a party organ. 


Nonetheless, paper played considerable role in such mass activity as was 
carried on by the Left in this period (fight to save Wells; petition campaign in 
connection with UN anniversary meeting and peace action generally; fight for party's 
legality, most notably around California Smith Act oases). 


The paper was a major factor in emergence of Californian party from recent 
pericd in relatively better shape than the organization elum-here. 


PARTY CRISIS AND EFFECTS ON PAPER 
At the beginning of 1956 the paper was in a fairly preonrious position. 


FINANCES: Beoauce of the deficits accumulated over the years, the paper's 
debts were in the neighborhood of $115,900, 


CIRCULATION: From about 1954 on the paper's losses vere minimal, and it was 
possible to speak of a relatively stabilized circulation e but at a low lovel. 


The position was such that ary appresiable loss in financial support or 
circulation activity placed the existence of the paper as a daily in jevpardy. 


Estimating the situation in May, tho Stato Board decided to launch the fund 
drive with the perspective of fighting for the daily, but recognizing that this 
perspective might not be realized in view of tle oritical situation developing 
within the party. The Stato Board perspective cf maintaining the duily was related 
to two factors: fulfillment of the fund drive approximately on schedule, and 
maintaining circulation, Succoss in the fund drive was regarded not only as an 
economic quostion (although the papor desporately needed every penny sought) but 
@lso ag a politioal measure of the entire party's capacity and readiness to fight 
for the pnapore 


With the development of the party discussion, some very sharp critixims wore 
directed at the paper, Tho staff sought to encourage Jisewision of the p.59r‘'s 
sontent through roaders' confcrencos, questionnaires, and lettors in te pipore 
4t tho same time, the staff sought co assess this oriticiax, und to make chanj3s 
along the lines that, in its judgeneat, was indicated by tne bulk of the criticism. 


In staff discussion, and consultation with the ctrte a genero. approach 
was adoptei for striving to make of the paper a voice of the Left (rcoing boyond the 
party), but directing itself to the broader mss movcmont, 


The revamped wee):ond papor was underteken as a pilot project inthe direction 
of a broader character and a more popular appoale 


SITUATION TODAY 


FINANCES: Aa of the end of Coteober, even after a month's extension of the 
fund drivo, the drive was still somo $30,000 short of the $150,000 goal. The paper 
was faced with an acownulated indebtedness of $150,000 by the end of the year. 


CIRCULATION: Because of a virtual halt in oirculation activity, the papor's 
combined (daily nnd weekend) subscription list declined by 14 percont botwoen May 1 
and Oct, 1. While thove has always been a dip in circulation between May, the 
height of the circulation drivo, and October, this year’s decline was far sharpere 
last year, for instanco, the desline was 7 percont in the same period. Thus, the 
rate of decline was twice as creat this youre 


POLITICAL OUTLOOK: Whatever the long ranre perspective for tho party, and 
this is at the coro of the pre-convention disoussion, the short haul - the next 
six months - is cloudod with uncertninty, and it is unlikely that the critical 
situation within the organization will bo resolved quickly. 


Ageinst this background, an intense discussion has developed about the papor's 
future, centered on tue issue of whothor it oan continue as a daily, or should be 
transformed into a weekly. 
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THE THREE POSITIONS 
Arguments for a woel-lyt 


1. The movement, given its present numerical size and relative isolation, 
just oannot carry the burden of a deily peper, especially in vlew of tho naper's 
emall circrlation anc marrow base. If, by any chance, tircuch a spor-mman offort, 
the movement did yenlize the finances, i+ would bo only at the oxnonse of other 
activities whioh aro ecsential if wo are to breuk out of our isolations 


2. With our relatively meager financial resources, wo enn at best sustain 
the manpower ari techaical facilitios for putting out a poo. and iradecute daily, 
If the sane ros»:7ces were poured into a weekly, we could pur out & paper of superior 
quality = politically and technically - that could better atiract cnd rotain runderae 


This is a positive perspective, and such a paper could do a botter Job of 
intorpreting ani analyzinr evonts, of treating issuee more skillfully and ticuchte 
fully, and could better meet the other needs of its rvaders. 


With such a paper we could strive for a radical improvement in circulntione 
As one comrado put it, it is preferable to have one paper a week that reaches five 
people than to have five papers a weok thet reach only one nrersone 


3. In the imnodiate future, it is not likely that th» party, as an independent 
force, vil!) lead mass strurgles of any consequances. Therefore, the need for a 
daily as an independent orranizing and mobilizing instrumont is groatly diminished, 


Arguments for maintaining the dailys 


1. Abandonment of the daily now would have the most adverse effect on the 
morale of the party, would have national am possibly intern tional reporoussions, 
and would feed the liquidntionict ourrerts. 


2. A daily newspeper acsumes a fighting character in relation to issues as 
they arise that cannot be imoartod to a woekly. A daily maintains a day to day 
contact with its readers, possesses crentur mobilizing ability, can be more floxible 
and timoly in reacting to events, and is more effective and consistent in the battle 
of ideas. 


3. The present period is a period of transition. We have hung on for 18 
years « if we hang on for six more months, we'll bo over the hump and a strongthened, 
unified and more effective party organization be able to cerry the burdens 
Together with this, thore are tho improvoments in the objective political situation, 
and the inorensing possibilities for reeestablishing old united front relationships 
and inaururating new oncce 


4. A daily ties in with the perspective in the draft resol-:ttion for a party 
of action, which is best scrved by a daily apere 


Arguments for delaying decision until convention: 


1. A daily is decirables; the real issue is whether it is feusible. We rill 
be better able to gaure the foasibility wien we see what emorgos from tho convention. 


2. More time is required to explore possiblo alternativos before so fatoful 
a decision is taken, 


3, There ia considerable divergence of opinion on the daily vs. weekly issue, 
and the period of pre-convention disoussion micht serve to further clarify tho is-ue, 
especiully as it will be considored in relation to the funtanental issue of what sort 
of party and movement vill best meot the needs of the Amerioan working class at this 
time 


STATE BO/.RD PROPOSALS 


After woighing the armuments above, the first quostion that faced tho board 
was whether it should or should not mixe a rocormendation, The majority felt it was 
the responsibility of the board to present its opinions to the party in the form of 
recommor dations, fully confident that the party corference would weigh these opinions 
(and all others) on their morits and would reach its decision on the basis of ite 
independent judgement. 


The issue then b.iled down to « should we reoomnend postponement of any 
decision until the convention, or should we now reoommond transformation of the 
paper into a weekly. 
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Generally, everyone favored waiting until the convention « IF it could be 
done. The rub is that for every month we delay, the paper goes into the hole for 
$17,000, as against about $9,000 for a weekly. The difference in the monthly 
deficit for a daily or a weekly in the next period is $8,000, That means about 
$24,000 if we wait until January, or $40,000 if we wait until March, 


The majority did not sce where this money would come fram, The majority 
felt that ¢straordinary acticn would be required to come close to fulfillment of the 
fund drivo, let alone raise any added cushion. 


Tho majority of the board present ( 6 for and 1 abstaining; with attending 
members of the management cormittec divided 3 tor and 2 opposed) ¢ecided to rocommend 
@ weoxly now, 


The majority oy inion was that in view of the failure to make tho full fund 
drive quota, the drop in circulation, the lato! debt, and the critioal situme 
tion within the party, there wos no realistic a)cernative. 


We belisvod wo wore facod with a choice betwoen an organized retreat now, or 
the danger of a rout luter. 


Spelled out the recommendation was: 

1. That the conference recommend going over to a weekly. 

2. That this recommendation be subnitted to a referendum vote within the 
party for a three week period. Simultaneously, the poper would conduct a ballot 
among non-party readers, und would hold consulictive sessions with reprosentativo 
groups of non-party rvaders. 


3. If tne referendum approved the recommendation, then the state board 
together with the management committeo would proceed to put it into offoot. 


Two other recommendations wore approved: 


1, That tho countios continue the fund drive until completion of thoir 
quotas 


2. That the matter of moving the paper to Los Angeles be left open, since 


no commitment has been secured from any printer to print tho paper, and no specific 
bids as to costs were available as yet. 


CONC LUSIONS 


While the board did not see at this timc the means for continuing daily 
publications, it also recornizod that maintenance of a weekly would greatly tax the 
party's eneryies and resources, and would require a ocunsistont and determined fight. 


The board belioved the possibilities for winning such a fight were favorable 
because: 

1. The $120,000 raigod in the fund drive thus far represents a considerable 
achievement, in view of the situation within tho party, and demonstrates that tho 
base for a Marxist paper is present on tho Pacific Coast. 


2. The paper's circulation on a daily basis is twice the party membership, 
and on the weekend is four times as great, indicating the paper retains a base among 
noneparty persons, a base that could be expanded. 


3. The revampod weckond paper represents a modest break through in the 
direction of the sort of papor needed, and the response to it indicates that contine 
wing changes could generate enthusiasm for buildinr circulation. 


We believe that out of the prosent difficultios and profound upheaval, a 
healthier and more offective party will emerge, and a Marxist paper is indispensable 
if such a party is to make its full contribution to the furtherance and dovelopment 
of a popular anti-monopoly coalition, 
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